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LETTER    LXIV. 

X  HE  TopX  palate  of  Capo  di  Monffis  hmk  on  a  height, 
T«i7  near  to  the  city,  and  on  the  north  fide.  The  afchite^  did  not 
dBfcover  that  the  foundation  on  which  it  flood  was  hollow-,  till  it  was 
finifhed ;  and  this  foundation,  which  was  reftified  after  it  was  built, 
coft  moi?e  thin  the  grand  building  itfelf.  It  was  intend^  as-  the  refi- 
dence  of  Ihe  King ;  and  it  is  vifited  for  the  fake  of  the  gallery* 

This  gallery  contains  many  pidures :  but,  were  thofe  only  preferred 
which  are  really  beaulifiil,the  rery  niMnerous  colle£iion,confiflmg  of  fif- 
teen hundred,  would  be  reduced  to  one  hundred.  Hefiod  fays,  NtiTLot  Ac 
i^ctaiy  o6-(f>  irXfov  ifxrtxrv  'Tmcrro^ t  ^  Too  few  know  how  much  more  the 
•*  half  is  than  the  w'hbte/^     ' 

Were ,  this  maxim  applied  to  moft  galleries,  we  fhould  frequently 
difcover  that  the  tenth,  inftead  of  the  half,  nay  the  twentieth  part,  is 
more  than  the  whole :  particularly  in  many  of  the  galleries  of  Ger- 
many. 

I  thought  the  following  pidures  remarkably  beautiful. 

A  Holy  Family ;  by  Raphael.  There  is  one  which  much  rdfemyes 
k  in  t?he' Vatican  gallery,  and  which  is  aflfrrmed  to  be  the  original.  I 
fuppofe  it  is  fo :  but  they  ar6  fo  very  like  each  other  that,  if  the  pIAufp 
hjere  be  a^copy,  Raphael  himfelf  mufl;  have  had  Tome  concerd  in  It. 

Vol.  tl.  B  a  Mag- 
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A  Magdalen  j  by  Guercino. 

The  portrait  of  a  Moak^  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci. 

Sketches ;  by  Michael  Angelo :  for  his  great  pidure  of  the  Lad 
Judgment,  in  the  chapel  of  Pope  Sixtus  in  Rome,  Thefe  fine  fketche$ 
are  in  excellent  prefervation, 

A  portrait  of  Pope  Paul  the  Thirds  by  Titian, 

The  fame  Pope,  between  two  of  his  nephews,  and  one  of  his  natural 
fons,  whom  he  made  Duk&<>f  Parma,  at  a  little  diftance.  He  is  painted 
as  inftru£ting  them  in  the  fecrets  of  the  politics  of  Rome.  The  pic- 
ture is  excellent,  and  was  painted  by  Titian  j  not  without  fome  fati- 
rical  ideas. 

.  The  famous  Danai  of  Titian  le,  beyond  comparifon,  the  moft  beau- 
tiful pidure  that  I  have  feen  of  this  mafter.  The  point  of  time  chofen 
is  the  defcent  of  the  fhower  of  gold.  Cupid  ftands  apart,  teftifying 
amazement  and  anger ;  and  he  appears  as  much  furprifed  by  this  new 
diicdvery  as  he  is  dirpleafed. 

.  There  are  feveral  excellent  pictures  here,  by  Schidone:  among 
others,,  a  young  wpman  diftributing  bread  to  beggars,  with  a  beautiful 
boy  Handing  by  her  fide. 

There  is  likewife  a  lovely  little  girl,  fitting  at  fchool  with  a  book  in 
her  hand,  by  the  fame  painten 

'  In  one  apartment  there  are  numerous  vafes,  which  are  called  Etruf- 
can,  but  fhould  be  called  Greek  ;  for  they  were  found  id  tombs 
that  were  in  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  Sicily.  Thofe  of  Sicily  are  fre- 
quently the  moft  beautiful  *. 

♦  Many  were  Found  at  Nola  5  for  whicH  rcafon  it  has  been  difputed  whether  Nola 
was  of  Greek  or  Etrufcan  origin.  .  This  town  lies  at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues  from 
Naples.  My  friend,  the  Marchefe  Rangoni,  from  Modena,  has  fent  me  drawings  taken 
from  vafes,  theiofcriptions  ander  wbich  are  not  in  the  Greek  but  the  Etrufcan  language. 
The  Etrufcans  iiad  fuch  vafes.^  but  no  iigares  drawn  upon  them,  as  on  the  Greek  vafes : 
they  had  only  infcriptions.  Should  any  man  of  learning  wi(b  to  ozs^mine  thefe  drawings^ 
I  will  gladly  afibrd  every  communication  in  my  power. 

I  remember 
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I  remember  fomewhere  to  have  read  that  fimilar  vafes  were  found 
by  the  foldiers  of  Caefar,  and  fold  in  Rome  at  a  high  price.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Hamilton,  the  Englilh  ambaffador  at  Naples,  poflefTes  a  large  col- 
le<3;ion  of  fuch  vafes.  The  figures  with  which  they  are  ornamented 
have  been  drawn  by  ikfn  Tifcbbein ;  a  painter,  who  lives  in  Naples : 
engravings  from  which  will  foon  be  publifhed.  The  firft  part  is  already 
engraved :  but  the  explanations  which  are  neceffary  to  the  work  arc 
not  yet  completed. 

All  the  figures  on  thefe  vafes  relate  either  to  the  gods  or  heroes.  Moft 
of  them  are  merely  outlines:  but  they  are  drawn  with  great  freedom. 
It  appears  to  me  exceedingly  probable  that  they  are  imitations  after 
great  pictures.  The  publication  of  them,  and  the  comparing  them  with 
baili  relievi  on  farcophagi  ^ad  marble  vafes^  with  coins,  cameos,  and 
intaglios,  as  well  as  with  ftatues,  may  throw  not  only  much  light  on 
antient  art  but  on  many  paffages  in  the  antient  poets.  They  will  pro- 
bably fpeak  for  the  fpeechlefs  marble.  The  forms  of  thefe  Greek  vafes 
are  very  various,  lovely,  and  noble. 

The  colle^ion  of  antient  gems,  both  cameos  and  intaglios,  is  confi- 
derable.  Among  the  firft,  I  faw  one  which  proves  that  cock  fighting 
was  an  amufement  of  the  antientsas  well  as  the  moderns.  By  the  fide 
of  a  cock,  which  evidently  is  fwelling  with  conqueft,  a  Genius  ftands, 
holding  the  palm  of  victory.  A  diifatisfied  Genius  ftands  befide  the 
conquered  animal. 

A  cup  of  oriental  onyx  is  very  beautiful.  Within,  the  onyx  is 
wrought  in  cameo ;  and,  without,  it  reprefents  the  apotheofis  of  Alex- 
ander. It  is  round,  is  eight  inches  in  diameter,  and  more  than  an  inch 
thick ;  and,  on  the  bottom  part,  there  is  the  head  of  Medufa. 

The  fmall  gems  are  kept  and  (hewed  in  glafs  cafes:  no  juft  efti- 
mate  can  therefore  be  formed  of  them  ;  particularly  of  the  intaglios, 
ta"^  cfefcover  the  beauties  of  which  they  muft  be  held  againft  the 
light. 

Bt  Two 
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Two  large  baffi  r^lieVi  are  remarkable,  becaufe  of  the  fabjed  tliat 
they  reprefent. 

One  of  them  is  a  Venus,  perfuading  Helen  to  elope  with  Paris.  The 
beautiful  wife  of  Menclaus  fits  befide  the  Goddefs,  under  an  image  of 
Peitbo^  or  Suada^  the  Goddefs  of  pcrfuafion ;  and  oppofite  to  her  Paris 
ftands,  Cupid  taking  him  by  the  hand* 

On  the  other  baflb  relievo,  we  fee  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,  at  the  un* 
fortunate  moment  when  he  forgot  bis  promife  to  Proferpine,  and  looked 
round  at  his  beloved  wife.  Mercury,  whofe  office  it  is  to  conduQ; 
departed  fpirits,  inftantly  is  feizing  her  by  the  hand. 

This  collection  is  very  rich  in  antient  coins,  of  brafs,  filver,  iand  gold* 
Among  the  Greek  coins,  as  wqII  thofe  of  the  mother  countries  as  of  the 
Greek  towns,  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  there  are  many  of  great  beauty^ 
The  colle<a:ion  of  Roman  coins  is  likawife  great. 

Sir  William  Hamilton  has  prefented  this  gallery  with  many  of  the 
arms,  drefFes,  houfchold  implements,  and  a  flute,  that  were  brought 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  and  New  Zealand* 

With  refpe£t  to  its  churches,  Naples  can  bear  no  competition  with 
moft  of  the  great  cities  of  Italy*  Thofe  of  this  city  are  neither  of 
noble  archite£ture  nor  are  they  rich  in  paintings* 

In  the  church  called  San  Domemco  Maggm-e  is  a  fine  pifture,  by  an 
antient  painter  j  Fra  Bartolomeo,  A  monk.,  The  child  Jefus  is  on  the 
Jap  of  the  Virgin ;  he  carefTes  the  little  John,  and  Elizabeth  is  ftanding 
behind  th^  Baptift.  This  pi^ure  "poffefl^s  much'  dignity  and  tender- 
nefs,  though  it  has  fuffered  by  time:  but  perhaps  nothing  is  wanting, 
except  a  coating  of  varnilh-,  to  produce  all  the  beauties  of  which  it  \i 
fufceptible. 

'  In  the.famechufch  there  is  an  Annuncktioo  ;  by  Titian,  Although 
the  picture  has  been  injured  by  a  ^^d^rn  hand,  you  neverthelefs'  diA 
cover  the  great  painter,  > 

The  church  of  the  Theatines,  dedicated  to  St.  Paul,  ftands  now  where 

formerly 
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formerly  a  temple  of  Caftor  and  Pollux  flood.  Two  grear  Corinthian 
pillars  of  white  marble,  which  are  Ijplit,  ftill  ftand  before*  the  portico  of 
the  temple ;  and  the  trunks  of  the  flatues  of  the  two  heroes  are  walled, 
horizontally,  in  niches. 

The  principal  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Januarius,  and  may  more 
properly  be  called  magnificent  than  beautiful :  or  rather  it  has  no 
pretenfions  to  beauty.  The  trcafury  is  well  ftored  with  church  effefts, 
and  relics.  Here,  in  a  glafs  bottle,  a  red  mafs  is  preferved  that  is 
affirmed  to  be  the  blood  of  the  Saint,  but  which  I  have  not  feen.  Peo- 
ple aflert  that  this  mafs  twice  a  year,  the  bottle  being  handled  by  the 
Archbilhop,  by  the  aid  of  a  miracle  becomes  fluid.  Perhaps,  it  is  fo 
compofed  as  to  become  fluid  by  the  natural  warmth  of  the  hand.  I 
muft  therefore  fuppofe  that  the  Archbifhops  themfelves  believe  in  the 
miracle.  So  long  a  fucceffion  of  Archbifhops,  among  whom  there 
have  frequently  been  very  worthy  men,  cannot,  with  wifdom  and  juf- 
tice,  be  fuppofcd  to  be  all  impoflors. 

On  thofe  days  when,  the  vial  is  exhibited  the  people  are  in  eager 
cxpedation  of  the  miracle;  and,  if  it  be  not  as  fluid  as  ufual,  or  but 
partially  fluid,  their  anger  is  vented  againfl  the  Saint. 

The  cupola  of  this  church  is  painted  by  Lanfranc  ;  and  the  four 
angles  by  the  great  Domlnichino.  In  this  church,  there  is  a  beautiful 
picture  by  Ribera,  a  Spanifh  painter,  whom  I  have  often  mentioned  to 
you  under  his  more  common  name  of  Spagni^olo.  The  fubjed  is>  die 
body  of  Chrifl,  furrounJed  by  the  holy  women. 

Formerly  there  ftood  the  coloflal  ftatue  of  a  horfe  in  bronze  before 
this  dome,  which  it  was  fuppofed  was  capable  of  working  miracles  ; 
and  round  which  the  Neapolitans  ufed  to  lead  their  horfes,  when  they 
were  difeafed.  T  do  not  know  whether  this  horfe,  and  the  abfurd  be- 
lief concerning  it,  were  or  were  not  of  Pagan  times:  but. the  horfe  was. 
removed  by  an  Aichblfhop  >  and  a  hell  was  made  of  the  metal,  which 
now  hangs  in  the  dome.  The  miraculous  power,  however,  \vas  not 
demolifhed  with  thje  horf^.     The  zealous  prelate  bcftowcd  it  on  fome 

3  monks 
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monks  of  tlie  order  of  St.  Anthony,  who  acquired  the  gift  of  healing 
fick  cattle ;  and  now  to  them,  as  formerly  to  the  ftatue,  difeafed  horfes^ 
cows,  mules,  affes,  and  other  animals  are  brought ;  and  the  people 
believe  that  their  benedittion  is  as  efficacious  now  as  hollow  brafs  ufed 
to  be  in  days  of  yore.  The  head  of  the  horfe  is  in  the  palace- of  the 
Prince  Colubrano, 

The  univerfity,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  was  built  by  order  of  Philip  the 
Fourth,  It  contains  the  antique  coloflal  ftatue  of  Hercules ;  which  is 
fo  celebrated,  under  the  name  of  the  Farnefe  Hercules.  It  is  the  work 
of  Glycon,  the  Athenian.  May  it  ever  continue,  as  it  is,  the  aftonifli- 
meilt  of  art !  Well  may  all  who  fee  it  wonder  at  the  juftnefs  of  the 
fymmetry,  and  the  powerful  fwell  of  the  mufcles. 

In  this  ftatue,  I  perfectly  perceive  the  ftrongeft  expreffion  of  bodily 
power ;  but  not  of  that  bodily  alert nefs,  which  always  accompanies: 
true  agility :  and,  without  agility,  I  cannot  figure  to  my felf  a  Hercules* 
Fable  relates  of  Glycon  that,  looking  at  a  ftatue  of  the  effeminate  un- 
manly Adonis,  he  had  exclaimed,  I  can  here  fee  nothing  godlike.  This 
ftatue  appears  to  me  to  have  fallen  into  the  oppofite  error.  The  fon  of 
Alcmene  would  not  have  recognized  himfelf  in  it,  though  he  muft  have 
difcovered  fomething  of  the  God.  Fable  gives  him  Hebe,  the  Goddefs 
of  Youth,  as  a  bride :  meaning  by  it  that  this  was  the  union  of  heroic 
power  with  youthful  charms,  and  the  law  is  juft  which  makes  ftrength 
the  bridegroom  of  beauty, 

Haller  tells  us  that  a  beautiful  body  is  the  habitation  of  a  beautiful 
foul ;  and  fuch  would  have  been  the  ideal  Hercules  of  the  beft  times,  of 
Greek  fculpture.     Excefs  is  the  fign  of  the  decline  of  art. 

Here  is  likcwife  a  beautiful  coloffal  ftatue  of  Flora ;  which,  as  I  hear, 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  work  of  the  great  fculptor  Policletus  of  Sicyon:^ 
but  I  am  unacquainted  with  any  Goddefs,  among  the  Greeks,  that  was 
the  fame  as  that  which  the  Romans  worfhippcd  by  the  name  of  Flora. 

Pan,  inftnidiDg  the  youthful  Apollo  to  play  on  the  flute^  is  a  fine 
antique  group. 

The 
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The  King  intends  to  make  this  building  his  mufeum ;  and  here  all 
the  beauties  of  nature  and  art,  which  are  at  prefent  fcattercd,  though 
the  greateft  part  of  them  are  in  Capo  di  Monte  and  in  Portici,  are 
to  be  collefted. 

.  Many  beautiful  antiques  are  at  prefent  in  the  manufa£ture  of  porce- 
lain: among  others,  the  following. 

Two  Slaves,  the  heads  and  hands  of  which  are  of  black  bafaltes,  and 
their  draperies  and  Phrygian  bonnets  are  of  variegated  African  marble* 
They  are  both  of  the  fame  fize,  both  are  in  the  ad  of  riling,  kneeling  on 
one  knee,  and  both  bear  fotnething  on  the  head,  which  feems  intended 
to  aflift  them  in  carrying  burthens. 

Probably,  thefe  two  ftatues  were  intended  to  fupport  the  lintel  of  a 
door.  Male  ftatues  of  this  kind  were  called,  by  the  antients,  Telamones; 
and  the  female,  which  were  deftined  to  the  fame  ufes,  Caryatides. 

An  Agrippina,  fitting.  The  chair  is  fupported  by  a  ftrong  pillar ; 
and  probably  the  antients  had  chairs  which  were  placed  upon  fimilar 
pillars.     Such  indeed  are  ftill  occafionally  found  in  Italy. 

A  beautiful  head,  which  is  called  a  Mttbridatesy  but  which  I  rather 
fuppofe  to  be  an  Indian  Bacchus. 

A  Venus,  of  that  kind  which  the  antients  called  xaAA/7ru>o$,  and 
which  is  very  excellent.  The  head  and  breaft  are  by  a  modern  artift : 
but  the  additions  however  are  better  than  we  generally  find. 

A  bronze  ftatue,  of  Mercury,  of  extraordinary  beauty.  Thus  muft 
the  meffenger  of  the  Gods  have  been  formed.  Thus  handfome,  thus 
artful,  muft  the  fly  knave  have  been,  of  whom  Homer  has  given  us  a 
defcription,  in  his  hymn. 

A  colofTal  head  of  Vitellius,  which  is  a  mafterpiece  of  phyfiognomy. 
His  voluptuous,  little,  laughing,  bald  head  inclines  forward,  upon  his 
fat  neck,  with  a  kind  of  fmile,  that  neither  could  denote  good  to  him- 
felf  nor  others.  His  mouth,  though  it  grins,  is  half  clofed.  Impotent 
fufpicion  peeps  out  of  hollow  laughing  eyes.     So  muft  the  man  himfelf 

have 
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have  looked,  and  fo  muft  he  have  looked  at  others,  whea,  by  hia  courtly 
arts,  he  knew  how  to  preferve  himfelf  in  the  days  of  Caligula,  Claudius^ 
and  Nero.  Such  was  the  man  who  perhaps  was  too  weak  to  refufe  a 
requeft,  but  who  was  cruel  and  wicked  enough  to  prefent  a  cup  of  poi- 
fan  to  one  whom  he  called  his  friend,  under  the  treacherous  pretext 
that  it  was  a  cooling  draught,  to  relieve  his  fever.  This  head  did  not 
hang  fo  far  forward,  when  the  half  naked  Vitelli'us  was  dragged  through 
the  city  with  a  dagger  held  under  his  chin,  before  he  was  put  to  death,, 
and  the  corpulent  body  hauled  by  a  hook  through  the  Tiber^ 

Dignity,  force,  integrity,,  courage,  and  benevolence,  beam  from  ther 
head  of  a  Marcus  Junius  Brutus.  Thus  tempered,  thus  harmonious^ 
mull  his  countenance  have  been  :  fo  that  the  eyes  of  men,  who  knew 
not  how  to  honour  and  love  his  actions,  when  they  beheld  it,  could 
not  but  be  charmed..  You  who  can  run  and  write,  and  you  who  can; 
run  and  read,  behold  with  how  firm  and  free  a  hand  nature  delineates^ 
her  favourites ! 

The  great  mafter,  who  out  of  marble  knew  to  figure  to  himfelf  ox 
Homer,  was  acquainted  with  the  features,  could  trace  the  form,  and 
imagine  the  foul  of  the  poet.  I  fpeak  of  the  famous  Farnefe  head  o£ 
Hopier.  Mild  benevolence,  heroic  force,  the  very  inebriety  of  love 
an4  d^nified  wifdom,  mingle  together  in  the  harmonifed  countenance 
of  the  immortal  Ionic  fbngfter,. 


LET- 
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LETTER    LXV. 

Naplci,  z^th  Fetruary  1792. 

lOT  fufficlentty  fatisfied  with  our  journey  on  the  15th 
.tO'Pozzuoli^  Baiae,  Cuma,  and  the  places  before  mentioned,  in  which 
we  had  left  many  objects  unnoticed,  we  determined  once  more  to  revifit 
them* 

We  feto£f  early,  and  paffed  through  Pozzuoli  to  Solfatara :  which  is 
the  name  of  a  plain  that  lies  to  the  eaft  of  the  city,  is  tolerably  elevated, 
.imd  fuiTounded  by  hills  that  conned  with  each  other* 

There  is  no  doubt  but  there  was  formerly  a  volcano  here.  The  ground 
is  ftill  entirely  volcanic :  a  hot  fmoke  afcends  out  of  numerous  cavi- 
ties, that  are  to  be  found  both  on  the  plain  and  the  furrounding  hills. 
.The  places  where  thefe  vapours  rife  are  in  part  fulphurous,  in  part 
aboui;Mi  in  ahira,  and  in  part  with  vitriol :  which  three  materials  appear 
t6  be  engendered  where  the  fmoke  afcends*  The  fulphur  predominates, 
and  fills  the  whole  place  vrith  its  powerful  flench* 

A  little  buikiiiig  has  been  ere^ked,  which  forms  a  kind  of  alembic ; 
from  which  the  fmoke  defcehds  in  water,  and  which,  like  our  fulphur- 
ous firings,  b  beneficial  in  many  difeafes :  particularly  the  rheumatifm. 
The  fmoke  rifing  from  many  of  the  cavities  is  even  poflelTed  of  this 
virtue. 

The  ground  is  fo  hollow  that  a  large  done,  let  fall  through  a  hole 
not  nxorc  than  a  foot  deep^  occafi^ons  a  found  that  rumbles  along 
through  a  confiderable  fpace*  It  is  probable  that  the  humid  fituation 
of  the  hollow  earth,  confuined  by  inward  fires,  may  in  time  make  a 
-fake  of  this  plain  ;  which  has  formerly  been  a  volcano.  Such  appears 
to  me  to  have  lreen:the  anti^nt  hiftory  of  the  lake  of  Avernus,  the 
lake  of  Albanus,  the  mirror  of  Diana  near  Nemi,  and  of  others.  I  have 

Vol.  II.  C  frequently, 
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frequently,  while  travelling  in  Switzerland,  and  particularly  in  Italy, 
regretted  my  ignorance  of  natural  hiftory.  Nature  here  may  be  feen 
in  her  laboratory.  Uninformed  as  I  am,  it  dill  was  very  interefting 
to  me  to  remark  the  cryftalliied  fl6wer  of  fulphur,  alum,  and  vitriol, 
which  flie  elfewhere  produces  in  her  fecret  chambers,  here  as  it  may 
be  faid  wrought  in  open  day  by  her  own  hand. 

The  earth  of  the  plain  chiefly  confifts  of  a  kind  of  cla^.  There 
are  many  (lumps  of  chefnut  trees  here,  whicih  the  people  in  thefc  en- 
virons will  not  fuffer  to  grow,  but  hew  them  down  from  time  to  time. 
Whether  they  fear  that  their  growth  will  change  the  nature  of  the  place, 
and  the  profits  they  derive  from  fulphur,  alum,  and  vitriol  be  thereby 
injured ,  or  whether  this  fear  have  any  good  foundation,  is  more  than 
I  know :  but  chefnut  trees  appear  to  delight  in .  volcanic  diftrids*. 
Monte  Nuovo  is.  covered  with  them  ;  and  prodigious  trees  of  this  fpe- 
cies  are  known  to  inhabit  the  lower  region  of  JEtna. 

Thij  muft  have  been  the  field  of  battle,  between  Hercules  and  the 
Giants..  The  antients  called  thefe  places  the  Campi  Pbtegmi^  or  the 
burning  plains  ;  and  Solfatara  they  named  the  JR^r/z/w  of  Vulcan. 

We  faw  the  immenfe  ruins  of  the  antient  amphitheatre,  at  Pozzuoli ; 
which,,  as  far  as  I  could  meafure  them  with  my  eye,  fcarcely  feemed 
lefs  than  thofe  of  Capua.  Here  likewife  there  are  the  remains  of 
thermae. 

From  this,  we  proceeded  to  the  Lucrine  lake,  which  mnft  have  fuf- 
fered  much  by  the  great  revolutions  that  have  happened  in  the  globe. 
Suetonius  expreflly  tells  us*  that  a  haven  was  conftruded  here^  under 
Auguftus,  by  admitting  the  fea  into  the  Lucrine-  lake,  and  through 
this  into  the  lake  of  Avcrnus.  The  fmall  dam^  which  feparates 
the  Lucrine  lake  from  the  fea,  and  which  was  afcribed  to  Hercules, 
is  even  at  prefent  cut  through  :  but  the  fand  of  the  fea  fills  up  this 
canal. 
The  only  remaining  mark  of  the  union  betweeti  thefe  lakes  is  that  on 

•  Jn  Vita  Oa.  c.  i6. 
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tiie  fide  of  the  Lucrine  lake :  the  high  ihores  of  Avemus  are  cut  throughy 
to  a  coniiderable  breadth.  Auguftus  probably  imagined  he  was  labour- 
ing for  eternity,  when  he,  or  rather  when  Agrippa,  caufed  this  haven 
to  be  built.  We  might  almoft  affirm  that  Horace  had  a  foreknow- 
ledge of  the  fate  of  this  work.  In  his  epiftle  to  the  Pifos,  fpeaking  of 
the  changes  which  happen  in  languages,  he  fays, 

Dehemur  tnortt  tiosy  nofhraque  s  Jive  re^eptus 
Terra  Neptunus  clajfes  Aquilonibus  arcet^ 
Regis  opus  f  Jlerilf/ve  diu  palus^  aptaefue  retms^ 
Vicinas  urbes  alit,  et  grave  feniit  aratrum  \ 
Sen  curfum  mutawt  iniquum  frugihus  amnis^ 
D^Bus  iter  tnelius  :  mortalia  faBa  perihunt : 
Nedum  finrnnumjlet  botmi  et  gratia  vivoK"** 

'   '  HoK.  Ars  Poet.  63—69. 

Wc  and  our  noblcft  works  to  fate  muft  yield, 

£ven  Casfar's  mole,  which  royal  pride  might  build, 
•  Where  Neptune  far  into  tlic  land  extends, 

And  from  the  raging  North  bur  fleets  defends } 

That  barren  marlb,  wbofe  cultivated  plain 

Now  gives  the  neighbouring  towns  its  various  grain; 

Tiber,  who  taught  a  better  current  yields 

To  Caefar's  power,  nor  deluges  our  fields ; 

All  theft  muff  periih  :  and  Ihall  words  prefnme 

To  hdd  their  honours,  and  inmiDftal  bloom  ? 
'      ''I  FaANas. 

,  -  This  haven  is  very  poetically  defcribed  by  Virgil,  in  his  charming 
[  praife  of  Italy. 

^  By  the  vvoxApalus  the  Pontine  marfh  is  meant.  Probably,  tim^  had  fomething  in-* 
jured  die  canal,  which  had  been  dug  by  Appius  Claudius.  1  fay  fomething  injured, 
becaufe,  in  the  time  of  the  third  triumvirate,  Horace  had  navigated  this  canal  \  and 
this  was:  previous  to  the  work  of  Anguftus,  of  which  the  poet  here  fpeaks*  Auguffus 
alfo  cleared  and  widened  the  bed  of  the  Tiber,  which  had  been  filled  up  with  the  rubbifii 
of  decayed  buildings..  Suet.  VitJl  QQsm  caf  ^  3f « 

Ca  An 
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^tqmindignatum.rnmmsjlridoribus^quorp 
Julia  qua  poftto  long^Jonat  undd  refyfo^ 
Tyrrhenufquefretis  immUtitur  aftus  Avernis  f 

V^iRG.  (Se9.  ii.  rer.  jdSi. 

'  Or  (hall  I  praife  thy  ports,  or  mention  make 
Of  the  vaft  mbund  that  hinds  the  Lucrine  lafcc. 
Or  the  difdainful  fea,  that,  fliut  from  thence, 
Roars  round  the  ftrm^^ure,  and  4avad4;s  the  (coct^ 
There  where  fccurc  the  Julian  waters  glide. 
Or  when  Avemus*  j»ws  admit  the  Tyrrhene  tide  i 

The  water  of  the  Lucrui?  lake  is  hracki{h>  arid  full  of  a  fpecies  of 
heart  mufclc,  which  is.not  bad  eating*  Yet  it  pan  fcarcely  be  fuppofed 
one  of  thofckind  of  mufeUs  which  the  lake  formerly  bred  ;  and  which 
Horace,  in  more  than  one  paflage,  calls  the  dainty  morfel  of  the  Ro- 
mans *.  The  aame  of  this  firft  was  peloris.  Wbethi^r  the  lake  has 
any  fubterranean  communicatian  with  the  Xeg,  wKcth«r  the  decaying 
canal  be  at  times  overflowed  by  it,  i>r  whether  thi«  c*iul  be  occafion- 
ally  cleared  by  the  inhtAikants,  is  more  ^than  I  zzxi  fay.  I  conjeflure 
that  there  is  a  fubterranean  intercourfe,  that  the  (and  is  carried  off, 
and  that  it  is  occafion^lly  repaired  by  the  hand  pf  m^n., 

Cluverius,  whoiofi^ll  tJ^h^.trnv^ljl^exisifii^p  ;thefe  x&o^nfi^^es  may  heft  be 
depended  upon^  tells  «$  lilMli  traoee  of  die  JaliaH  ha^iiefL^may  be  feen  in 
the  fea,  at  the  foot  of  the  Monte  Nuovo.     I  harv^e  not  time  to  make 
Ait  enquiry  jnyfelf. 

T\xt  Sibyl's  grotto,  as  k  is  called,  is  near  the  lake  of  Avemus.  We 
^entered  it  with  torches,  and  found  a  dark  fmall  paffage>at  the  fide  x)if 
jthis  kmgxavero,  in  thp  »iiddle  of  whigh  .much  wat^r, was. cQlleiftfd. 
Our  cQndu&on  were  tb«  p^of>le  of  thue  place,  who  an?  acicU:fto9qd  P^ 
\ad  as  ^ides  ;  iind  tbe  canrem  no  dciibt  k  the  latAe  ^tbraugh  ,wiuoh 
llTiigil  condu^  his  horo,  to  the  abode  ef  Pluto.     The  Sibyl  inhabited 

*£pod.od.ii.49;cand^8e#m«4I*4f«t/4r.<s2.  1 

a  caverii 
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a  cavern  near  Cumse ;  which  has  given  rife  to  the  falfe  opinion^  and 
occafioned  the  good  people  to  call  this  cavern  the  grotto  of  the  Sibyl : 
fo  that  they  can  amply  defcribe  the  manner  and  the  place  of  her  abode; 
like  an  old  chamberlain,  who,  in  the  abfence  of  his  lord,  imagines  he 
does  him  honour  by  difplaying  the  apartments  of  his  caftles  to 
ftrangers.  Virgil  founded  his  beautiful  fidion  of  the  Sibyl  partly 
i)^  tradition,  and  partly  on  hiftory.  Perhaps  we  may  here  difcover  a 
natural  allegory :  it  may  be  faid  that  the  decrepid  prophetefs  lived  at 
Cumse,  that  fhe  might  refide  amidft  the  annals  of  nature.  How  in- 
terefting  are  thefe  annals  in  this  country !  Who  (hall  colled  the  fcat- 
jtercd  leaves  ? 

We  1>reakfafted  in  a  round  temple,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  lake  of 
Ayernus,  whicji  was  called  the  temple  of  Apollo.  Had  we  been  re- 
ceived hy  Lwullus  in  his  celebrated  hall  of  Apollo,  we  fcarcely  could 
hfijfc  eaten  with  a  better  appetite.  According  to  fome,  this  temple 
-vas  dedicsfted  to  Proferpine.  It  was  a  large  rotunda,  which  appertained 
40  ^frm^.     ThjB  orange  and  the  fig  tree  now  grow  in  the  temple. 

Fxpm  this,  jve  returned  to  the  Lucrine  lake,  and  proceeded  to  the 
43nd  cf  tthe  d[am  <which  is  afcribed  to  Hercules.  The  fliore  pf  the  fea, 
-liettjon  the  .eaftem  ^de,  is  very  high }  and  there  are  ruins  yrhich  pro* 
bably  belonged  to  a  palace  of  Nero.  Under  the  hill  there  are  wari|i 
s^pourVf^hs.;  ^  there  is  a  fmall  paffage  thatlead^  to  a  hot  AvelJ^  the 
'heftt  of  ly^hic^.,  ^i\d  the  hot  exhalations  we  found,  jdeterr^  us  froj^ 
paying  it  a  vifit.  A  man  ftripped  himfelf  to  the  fvaift^  and  wepx  in 
jwk^  £ggB ;  «which  he  lM;€iUgl^t  o^t,  ki  twx>  g^^Vtcs,  fu£EicientI|r  boUed : 
^tbQugh^  over  the  jutchen  $re^  -tliiey  t^J^  «five  ^linu^es  ta^e  ^U  i|^me. 
60  much  quicbear  is  th/e  ftroijg  Jj^e^  proceed  jjy  ^e  cc^^ujd^  ^9}^ 
ing  and  xa^fied  WAterjs  of  Natui^e:  V        • 

Here  we  had  a  view  of  the  whole  bay  of  Naples,  an^  :tihe  jflwds  ^f 

Capri  and  Nifida.     Nero,  from  the  height  on  which  his  villa  was 

built,  muft  have  had  a  profped  to  the  other  fide  of  the  bay  of  Gaeta, 

2  and 
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and  have  overlooked  the  iflands  of  Ifchia  and  Procida,  and  the  Aver- 
nian  and  Lucnne  lakes. 

The  warm  baths,  which  were  called  the  Thermas  of  Nero,  muft 
have  been  long  in  ufe  ;  and  were  found  to  have  a  very  healing  power. 
There  is  an  old  tradition  that  they  were  deftroyed,  three  or  four  hun- 
dred years  ago,  by  the  phyficians  of  Salerno ;  who  were  angry  that 
the  fountains  of  nature  (hould  render  their  art  ufelcfs  :  and  that  thefe 
phyficians  perifhed  by  fea,  on  their  return,  near  Capri.  . 

We  again  went  up  and  viewed  the  great  ruins  of  ail  antient  temple 
at  Pozzuoli ;  which,  by  fome,  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  temple  of  Jupiter 
Sernpis  :  but  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  maintain  it  to  be  a  temple  built 
by  Domitian,  to  the  Nymphs,  appears  to  me  the  ihoft  probable.  Three 
large  Corinthian  pillars  are  ftill  entire.  Facing  thefe,  we  ftill  find  the 
foundation  of  a  circular  building ;  upon  which,  after  the  manner  of 
many  antient  temples,  there  was  an  outward  altar  under  a  cupola  fup- 
ported  by  pillars.  The  three  principal  pillars  ftand  there  as  a  remark* 
able  monument  of  the  great  revolutions  of  nature^  to  which  thefe  places 
have  been  fubjeft.  About  ten  ells  above  the  ground,  they  areperfo- 
'rated  by  a  kind  of  fea  infed ;  which  has  the  power  of  perforating 
ftone,  and  which  from  its  form  is  called  Mitylus  litbopbagus^  or  Sea- 
date. 

Behind  the  temple,  there  are  remains  of  baths ;  and  canals^  throu^ 
which  hot  water  was  condufted  from  Solfatara.  Probably  they  have 
been  laid  in  ruins  by  earthquakes. 

Thefe  countries  were  covered  with  buildings  by  the  Romans,  and 
particularly  the  Emperors,  at  an  enormous  expence ;  as  if  in  defiance 
of  the  terrors  of  nature.  Are  we  not  here  reminded  of  the  andent 
fi£don  of  the  giants,  who  daringly  fought,  on  flaming  fields,  againft  the 
potent  Hercules  ? 


LET- 
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LETTER    LXVI. 

•  Naples,  a9th  Februuy  1792. 

jL/URING  the  ajth  and  26th,  the  (ky  being  veiy  clear, 
.  there  was  a  continual  and  generally  a  thick  white  ftnoke,  which  af* 
cended  from  Vefuvius ;  but  this  kind  of  fmoke  does  not  conftantly 
portend  an  inflammable  eruption.  This  great  and  frequently  defo« 
lating  phenomenon  of  nature  is  generally  preceded  by  interrupted/ but 
fudden  exhalations  of  a  black  and  hiimid  kind,  and  mixed  With  aflies; 
farming  a  thick  and  gloomy  cloud.  We  faw  fomething  like  this  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th.  That  we  might  make  a  circuit  and  afcend 
to  the  mouth  of  the  volcano,  if  there  (hould  happen  to  be  ah  eruption, 
the  day  before  yeftcrday  we  went  to  Portici. 

The  fuburbs  of  Naples  and  its  large  villages,  added  to  Portici,  give 
this  city,  great  as  it  is  without  them,  a  ftill  more  confiderable  extent. . 

At  this  end  of  the  city  the  place  is  fhcwri  where  the  noble  yoang 
Ck>nfadin  was  beheaded ;  and  near  the  fame  place  is  the  houfe  ia 
which  Mafaniello  was  put  to  death  :  the  bold  young  fifhermap,  who, 
in  the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  had  nearly  delivered  Naples  from 
the  yoke  of  Spain.  The  river  of  Magdalena^  or  of  Sebetho^  empties  itfclf 
into  the  Tea  near  Naples.  This  fmall  ftream,  or  rather  this  rivulet,  is 
the  Sebetbtu  of  the  antients. 

Quverius  has  very  juftly  remarked  that  the  village  of  San  GTavanni 
di  Tiduccio  muft  be  built  on  the  place  where,  in  reality,  Virgil's  tomb 
ftood  ;  of  which  now  no  traces  are  to  be  found,  and  which  muft  very 
early  have  been  deftroyed  ;  for  in  the  time  of  St.  Jerome,  the  place  on 
the  Pofilipo,  which  is  now  fuppofed  to  be  his  tomb,  was  then  fuppofed 
to  be  the  fame. 

Portici  is  charmingly  fituated  between  Motmt  Vefuvius  and  the  fea ; 
by  the  waters  of  which  it  is  bathed.  The  air  is  healthy,  and  the  fer- 
tility of -its  foil  is  celebrated. 

All 
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•  All  the  way  as  we  went,  we  faw  black  vapours  riling  from  the  crater  of 
Vefuvius.  We  hired  aflcs  at  Por^i ;  and  the  beginning  of  our  ride 
wa8  among  high  trees,  round  which  the  vine  twined  itfelf^  and  after* 
ward  through  chefnut  groves.  We  frequently  heard  the  fubterraneaa 
rumbling  of  the  n^ouiitain,  which  rfefembled  the  diftadt  difcliai'ge  of  ar- 
tillery ;  andj  as  ofteti  as  we  diftinguifhed  thefb  noifes^  we  looked 
toward  the  top,  and  reiharked  thjtt  thick  black  clouds  6f  fmoke,  accom- 
panied with  a  difcharge  of  ftories,  was  emitted  from  the  crater* 

Tdlerabiy  high  up  the  mountain,  yet  a  full  league  and  a  half  from 
the  fummit  of  the  pyramid  which  is  properly  called  Vefuvius,  there  ia 
a  hermit,  who  lives  oh  a  hill,  by  its  (ide^  which  is  baited  Soitima* 
This  Somma  is  a  great  ruin  oF  nature  ;  and  of  the  ahtient  Vefuviua. 
It  hak  crambled  away  to  thi  half  of  its  height,  and  evidently  difcovera 
itfelf  at  the  top  to  have  been  a  volcano.  In  like  manner  the  prefent 
Teifuvius  rof(6,  above  fcventeen  hundred  years  ago.  Like  Monte 
Nu(h6j  which  was  fuddenly  thrown  up  in  die  year  1538  by  an  eartb# 
^u&e^  it  has  the  fotm  of  a  fugar  loaf^  with  a  broad  bafb,  the  top  of 
#hidl  ii  ctit  oflT,  md  ^  hollow  to  a  great  depth  ;  like  the  eratar  of  a 
Tdjcanb. 

The  hermit  warned  us  of  approaching  danger^  and  I  left  my  foa 
Ivith  him :  though  t  did  not  fo  much  fear  the  ftones,  that  w6re  throwa 
up,  as  the  difficulty  of  the  afcent.  However,  I  faw  it  was  very  nece£- 
fary  for  us  to  take  care  how  we  approached  too  near  to  thefe  dangerous 
ihoWerSi  The  ftones  were  caft  with  fuch  violence,  out  of  the  hollow 
biouhtaih,  that  the  velocity  of  their  fall  was  not  to  be  compared  to  the 
Vcldcity  of  their  afcent ;  and  our  eye  prefently  became  fo  accuftomed 
to  this  velocity  that  the  ftones^  When  they  at  length  began  to  defcend^ 
kppearcd  fb  us  ratlier  to  be  fufpended  than  to  fall. 

The  afcent  up  Mount  Vefuvius  is  extremely  difficult :  foioiietimes 
From  the  cutting  drofs  of  the  lava,  on  which  you  tread  ;  and  at  others 
becaufe,  When  you  mean  to  fefcend,  you  fink  deep  into  the  aflies*  The 
guides  leflened  the  inconvenience;    for  they   bound   linen    round 

their 
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ati&r  bodies,  by  which  we  held  faft  and  were  aided  by  their  ftrength  i 
ftill  however  the  difficulty  was  very  great. 

The  i^aces  you  pafs  are  terrifying,  Tlie  whole  ground  is  uneveni 
«id  ftrewed  over  with  ftones,  prodigious  pieces  of /coria^  <»  deep  pits 
of  afhes ;  which  have  all  been  thrown  from  the  mountain.  The  pro-^ 
jeding  parts  of  the  mountain  frequently  conceal  the  fmoky  fummit> 
£rom  thofe  who  are  afcending ;  znd  you  ar6  repeatedly  inclined  to 
defpair  of  arriving  at  your  journey's  end,  while  at  every  ftep  when  you 
mean  to  go  forward,  you  Hnk  back  and  imagine  you  fhall  be  fwallowed 
up  in  the  aOies.  You  are  often  obfiged  to  (land  ilill  with  wearinefei 
or  (it  down  on  the  cutting  drofs ;  and  the  fenfe  of  wearinefs  is  increafed 
by  the  furrounding  afpeA  of  defolation :  but  you  turn  your  eye  bacb*' 
ward,  and,  loc^ng  over  and  beyond  thefe  defert  places^  are  xievived  by 
the  profpea  of  the  lea  till  you  forget  the  difficulty. 

The  emiffions  from  the  flaming  mount^n  wdre  fo  v^oltitit  that  it 
was  impoffible,  at  that  time,  to  reach  the  fummit ;  and  the  difappoint- 
ment  was  welcome  to  us,  for  it  was  a  fpe£kacle  which  was  much  more 
impreffive  than  that  of  looking  down  into  its  mouth  would  hitvc  been^ 
had  all  be^  calm. 

We  afcended  the  mountain  to  a  huge  crag  of  rock ;  which,  ih  one 
of  its  antient  eruptions,  had  been  projedled  out  of  the  criit^r.  It  is  at 
the  diftance  of  one  third  of  the  whole  afccnt  from  the  fumttiit ;  and 
thus  great  was  the  fpace  to  which  this  rock  had  been  whirled*  Here 
we  fat,  or  rather  laid  ourfelves  down.  Here  we  behdd  atid  he^rd  the 
mountain  inceflantly  in  labour.  Whenever  the  rumblihg  din  became 
louder,  a  thuiidering  fhower.of  ftohes  continually  followed*  I  cannot 
compare  this  fubterranean  Upr6ar  to  any  thing  better  thah  tO  the  noifc 
of  cannon  at  kn ;  and  it  was  fa  quick  in  fucceffion,  as  the  difcharge  ci 
artillery  In  fuch  a  combat  V 

as  Klopftedk  feyft. 

^  Vf^ea  jQiip  to  tap  txk  tbimder  fpeuks. 
Vol.  a  D  "The 
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The  rock  on  which'we  fat  fhook  very  Tenfibly,  at  each  difiihafge  o£ 
the  mountain.  The  fucccflive  fliowers  of  afhe^  increafed  in  blacknefe, 
and  were  always  accompanied  with  ftpnes.  ,  Thefe,  when  they  fell  to 
the  ground,  rolled  down  over  the  drofs,  with  a  nmfe  reietobling  hail 
againft  a  glafs  window.  At  intervals,  whenthe  din*  of  the  mountain 
and  the  fhowering  of  ftones  had  ceafed,  we  heard  a  fearful  gurgling,  as 
of  boiling  water.  Large  drof?,  that  had  been  thrown  into  the  air,  fell 
polling  down,  glowing  with  heat ;  and  came  fo  near  us  that  my  fer-n 
vant  took  up  a  piece  between  two  ftones^  wliich  fervcd  him  as  a  paix 
of  tongs^  I  employed  it,  as  I  would  have  done  a  chafing  difh,  ta 
warm  me  ;  for  the  wind  blew  cold  and  fharp.  It  was  fo  hot  that  Ja-« 
cobi  kindled  his  l;obacco  pipe  with  it ;  and  it  was  not  quite  cold  in  the: 
evening,  when  we  Ihewed  it  to  my  wife:  though  it  was  but  about  e^ 
large  as  a  cannon  ball,  of  eight  pounds  weight. 

A  yellow  fmoke^  inftead  of  the  black  fhower,  occafionally  rofe  from 
the  throat  of  the  mountain;  and  we  faw  the  reflexion  of  fubterraneaa 
flames  tren^ble  a,piong  thcTifing  pillars  of  fmoke  ;  ilrong  gufts  of  which, 
werelik^wif^  impelled  out  of  many  Uttle  mouths,  round  the  crater. 

Thus  we  fat  upon  our  trembling  rock,  which  is  itfelf  a  prodigiousj 
monumciiiit  of  the  power  of  the  fire^emitting  mountain,,  and  enjoyed 
one  of  the  grandeft  fpefkacles  of  nature.  The  contemplatioa  of  its. 
prefent  eruption  was  made  the  more  impreffive  by  feeing  ourfelves. 
furrounded' with  ftones,  prodigious  maffes  of  dtok^  Jcoria^  and  deep, 
^(hea ;  which  tcftified  the  wouders  of  its  former  eruptions.  Not  far 
fron^  us  was  a  crater  which,  burft  forth  laft  yew..  As  annals  of 
aatuire,  thefe  marks  of  defolation  produce  their  effedl :  but  yet  how. 
much  moi;ej  ^e^uaj  was  the  prefe.qce  of  the  fwne  wc  were.contem- 

pUting!    "  rr-  '  V 

Whenever  for  a  moment  we  turaed  from,  the  terrible  profpefl:  of 
Ihe  fummit  of  Vefuvius,  we  beheld  o»  the  oppolite  fide  the  delightful 
bays  of  Napleaand  of  Gaeta,  with  theh:  lordly  coalls  and  iflands.. 

W^  agw  defcendcjl  the  ttoubled  craggy  hci^ht.i  which,,  fteep  as  it 
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18^  is  lels  difficult  to  defcend  than  to  mount :  though  it  would  be  equally 
impoffible  either  to  go  up  it  or  down  it,  were  it  not  for  the  foot-hold 
which  the  aihes  afford.  We  made  a  good  and  agreeable  breakfaft  with 
the  hermit,  who  gare  us  a  very  pleafant  tailed  red  wine;  which  is 
the  growth  of  the  mountain,  and  is  called  lacrima^  or  tears. 

The  fmoke  became  yellow  at  the  approach  of  night ;  and,  on  our 
return  to  Portici,  we  then  faw  it  rife  of  a  flame  colour. 

At  Portici,  wc  took  torches,  and  vifited  the  theatre  of  the  antient  He^ 
raclea :  or,  as  the  Romans  called  it,  Hercularteum: 

This  Greek  town,  the  foundation  of  which  is  afcribed  by  fome  au- 
thors to  Hercules,  was  entirely  buried  and  deftroyed  by  aflies  and  lava, 
during  the  great  eruption  of  Vefnvius,  in  the  year  79  after  the  birth  of 
Chrift,  and  in  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Titus. 

A  part  of  the  feats  of  the.  antient  theatre  were  brought  up,  in  the 
year  1 713,  by  a  farmer  who  was  finking  a  well.  Emanuel,  Prince  of 
Elbeuf,  of  the  houfe  of  Lorraine,  who  was  building  in  Portici,  pur- 
chafed  the  right  of  the  farmers  of  digging  farther ;  and  a  ftatue  of 
Hercules  was  prefently  difcovered,  and  afterward  one  of  Cleopatra, 
with  others.  At  length,  they  came  to  a  circular  temple,  which  con- 
t^ned  four-and-twenty  alabafter  pillars ;  and  as  many  ftatues,  that 
were  all  fent  to  Vienna  by  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Prince  of  Elbeuf  were  interrupted  by  the 
Spaniih  government.  In  the  year  1736^  Don  Carlos,  King  of  Naples, 
the  father  of  the  prefent  King,  undertook  to  build  a  palace  in  Portici ; 
and  he  purchafed  the  houfe  and  the  land  of  the  Prince  of  Elbeuf,  and 
the  antient  town  was  difcovered  at  the  depth  of  eighty  feet.  The  bed 
of  the  river  was  found  which  ran  through  the  town ;  as  like  wife  were 
the  temple  of  Jupiter,  with  his  ftatue  of  gold,  the  thfeatre,  and  two 
large  equeftrian  ftatues  of  the  two  Balbi :  father  and  fon. 

So  great  was  the  love  of  the  Greeks,  for  fpedacles,  that  the  theatre  of 
rius  town,  which  l^elonged  to  the  little  ftates  oi  Magna  Gracia^  was 
nore^  capacious  than  the  magnificent  theatre  of  San  Carlo  in  Naples ; 

.  D  %  which 
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which  is  one  of  the  largeft,  and  graadeft^  in  Europe.  Yet  the  ftage,. 
though  it  was  fixty  feet  in  lengthy  was  only  eighteen  in  breadth.  The 
antients  were  in  lefs  need  of  a  capacious  ftage  than  we  are:  partly  be- 
caufe  the  fcene  was  never  changed  ;  and  partly  becaufe  they  did  not 
introduce  fo  many  cbaraders^  and  perfons^  as  the  modern  poetsii 

The  firft  known  eruption. of  Vefuvius,  which  happened  in  the  year  79, 
was  that  in  which  the  great  naturalift,  Pliny,  periflied.,  HtercuIaneuniK 
and  Pompeii  were  both  buried  under  itsafhes ;  and  the  fiaming  lava; 
took,  its  courfc  through  both  thefe  towns*. 

The  people  dare  not  leave  the  cavities,  dug  to  come  at  Herculaneum^ 
empty* ;  becaufe  Portici,  and  the  village  of  Refina,  are  built  immediately 
over  the  buried  {dace*     It  was  difcovered  that  the  ftreets  were  ftraight;, 
and  that:  on  each^fide  there  was  a  raifed  pavement  for  foot  paflengers^ 
which  are  but  feldom  found  even  in  the  great  and«elegarit  cities  of  mo^ 
dern  Europe. 

Aft:er  having  taken  out  many  remarkable  articlesi  of  houfeholdfur^ 
niture,  arms,  coins,  and  manufcripts  rolled  up,  which  have  been  pre»> 
ferved  in  Portici,  the  opening  waa  agaia  clofed.  I  hope  to.be  able  -  to^ 
fend  you-fomc  account  of  the  things-thus  difcovered,  which  are  very/ 
interefting  to  the  lover  of  antiquity,  asfoonas  I  have  vifitedthe  mu^ 
feum  of  Portici;  previous  to  ^  which  I  mean  to  go^to  PompeiL. 

In.die  eyeniiig  of  the  day  before  yeftefday,  J.  took,  my  wife  to  a  part: 
of  the  city  behindithe  Cafielb  delOvo;  where,  you  ftand,by  the  fea^ 
fide,  and  have,  a  full  view  of  Mount  Vefuvius..    Clear  flames  rofe  out 
of  the  mountain  j ,  and  the  red  pillara  of  fmoke  were  refle^d  in  the 
fea. 

Early  yefterday,J  accompsuued  her  to  S6lfatar|i  j  for  (he  did  .not  go 
with  U8,.when  we  faw  iton  the.25th».   And  now^  inftead  of  the  many» 
fmoking  mouths  of  this-  funken  volcano,,,  a  thin  vapour  rofe  only  fromi 
three  apertures*.    It  is  probable  that  there  is  aXubterraaeaa.  commiui-- 
cation  between  Solfataiia^and  Vefuvius.;. though  th^y  are  thireie.Germa&i 
miles  from  each  other.  But  whaAiar^. three  GerawmjBilc8?iLiftfuppofedi 

%:  that. 
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tfiar  JEtnZy  the  volcanos  of  the  Lipari  Iflands,  and  Vefuvius,  have  all  a 
communication  with  each  other.  What  is  ftill  more,  in  the  year  1783, 
the  very  fame  in  which  the  earthquake  happened  in  Calabria,  and  when 
apart  of  Sicily  was  fo  fearfullyfhaken,  did  not  the  earth  open  in  Iceland, 
and  ilream  forth  flaming  fire,  which  continued  to  bum  for  months  ?  And 
tiiis  dreadful  vifitation  happened  in  an  ifland  fo  near  the  pole  !  I  can- 
not in<]eed  fatisfa^torily  prove  the  fubterranean  connection,  from  thefe 
appearances,  between  the  Icelandic  Hecla  and  the  volcanoes  of  the  fouth.. 
A  great,  and  to  us  unknown,  general  caufe  may  have*  atfied  in  both' 
places  at  once :  but  I  think  this  caufe  is  not  yet  difcovered ;  and  the 
hypothefis  of  a  fubterranean  connexion  ought  not  to  be  treated  as 
abfurd,  till  it  is  proved  that  there  is  fome  other  which  is  more  pro» 
bable* 

The  hypothefcs  of  our  naturalifts,  and  metaphyficians,  too  often- 
refemble  the  hollow  and  undermined  earth :  with  a  kind  of  volcanic  * 
fpirit  they  rife,  and  are  as  quickly  buried^  Many  a  Monte  Nuovo  is 
lifted  up,. but  to  fmkiand  be  no  more  remembered^  Under  the  ftatue 
of  the  Egyptian  Ifis,  the  Groddefs  of  Nature,  was  the  following  infcrip^ 
tion:  "I  am  what  L  was:  let  no  manTaife  the  veil  that  covers 
•*me." 

Yefterday  evening,  we  beheld  the  flaming  catarafts  of  lava  burft 
forth.  The  refleftion  produced  by  the  heat  glowed  in  the  waves  of  the 
fea:  the  moon  appeared  togrow  palerinprefence  of  the  dreaming  fire. 
How  fortunate  were  we  to  be  here  at  this  time !  I  pity  thofe  fkrangers 
who  only  left  this  city  a  few  days  ago,,  which  now  every  night 
enjoys  fo  grand  a  fpe£lacle  of  nature. 

I  am  juft  returned: from  the  fea  fide,  where  the  profped  this  evening 
was  more  than  ever  beautiful.  The  mountain,  has  opened  another 
mouth,  on  the  fouth  weft  fide  j,  not  far  from  the  gr?at  crater  on  the 
fummit;  Atone  moment,  we  beheld  the  fiery,  flxeam  as  you  behold 
a  diftant  waterfaill,  without  being  able  to^difcover  if  •  itJiave  any  mo- 
tion;,  andf  atv  another,  we  had  a  full  vlewof  theJamingjava.^    From 

time 
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time  to  time  the  fire  very  clearly  rofc  out  of  the  fummit ;  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  flames,  burfting  from  the  new  aperture. 

Although  hiftory  gives  no  information  of  any  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius  more  early  than  the  year  79,  yet  the*  antients  formed  fome 
conjedtures  concerning  its  volcanic  qualities,  Diodorus  tells  us  that 
"  Hercules  came  likewife  to  the  country  of  Cumse;  where,  according 
**  to  many  (lories,  the  people  were  called  giants :  becaufe  of  their  ex- 
**  traordinary  ftrength,  and  favage  manners.  Thefe  countries  have 
"  been  called  Pblegraan^  or  inflamed,  from  the  hill  which  formerly 
*f  emitted  a  great  quantity  of  fire,  like  -fitna.  The  place  is  now  called 
"  Vefuvius ;  and,  from  many  traces,  we  may  gather  that  it  muft  have 
"  burnt  in  antient  times  V 

National  pride  induced  the  Sicilian  to  call  Mount  Vefuvius  a  hill ; 
and  indeed,  confiderable  as  it  is,  yet  compared  with  iEtna,  it  is  properly 
a  hill. 

Strabo  likewife  tells  us,  in  his  fifth  book,  that  Vefuvius  mufl:  have 
been  a  mountain  that  threw  out  fire ;  which  it  had  then  only  ceafed  to 
do  from  the  want  of  inflammatory  matter. 

A  paflage  in  Lucretius,  who  lived  toward  the  end  of  the  republic, 
does  not  prove  what  many,  who  have  written  concerning  Mount  Vefu- 
vius, have  fuppofed  it  proved.  The  poet  fpoke  of  hot  fprings ;  and 
what  he  has  called  Vefuvius  was  only  an  epithet,  to  point  out  their 
place. 

Piodorus  and  Strabo,  the  contemporaries  of  Auguftus,  wrote  only  a 
few  years  later  than  Lucretius ;  and  Virgil,  like  himfelf,  mentions  Ve- 
fuvius only  to  denote  the  country  of  which  he  was  fpeaking. 

We  cannot  but  be  furprifed  that  the  elder  Pliny,  who  wrote  his  im- 
mortal natural  hiftory  in  the  time  of  Vefpafian,  gives  us  no  account  of 
Vefuvius.  The  evident  tokens  of  qualities  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Mount 
jEtna,  which  qualities  had  been  remarked  by  preceding  authors,  could 
]iot  have  efcaped  his  enquiring  mind. 

*  iJiod.  1.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  267.  cd.  WcfliL 

Hi$ 
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His  firft  obfervations  oa  Mount  Vefuvius  were  thofe  that  cdft  him 
his  life. 

The  two  letters,  which  the  younger  Pliny  wrote,  one-and-twenty 
years  after  this  accident,  to  his  friend  Tacitus  the  hiftorian,  are  exceed- 
ingly interefting.  They  give  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  death  of 
his  uncle,  the  elder  Pliny :  who,  with  a  noble  courage  and  a  truly  phi- 
lofophic  freedom  of  mind,  failed  from  Mifenum,  where  he  was  the  • 
commander  of  the  fleet,  to  Pompeii,  that  he  might  remark  the  terrible 
phenomenon,  and  was  fufFocated  by  the  fmoke  on  his  afcent. 

The  younger  Pliny  remained  behind,  with  his  mother ;  who  was  a 
fifter  of  the  naturalift,  and  who  firfl:  (hewed  her  brother  the  afcending- 
fmoke,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  a  cloud.  The  fmoke  arofe  in  the  form 
of  the  pine  tree  * :  becaufe,  as  the  younger  Pliny  remarks,  it  had  firft 
afcended  through  the  clear  atmofphere  of  the  mountain,  and  then  funk 
under  its  own  weight,  and  extended  itfelf. 

From  this  relation,  as  well  as  from  that  of  Dion  Caffius,  we  learn 
how  dreadfully  fearful  the  progreffive  appearances  of  nature  were:  fo 
that  the  terrified  .people  waited,  in  expectation  of  the  end  of  the  world. 

This  eruption  began,  with  fo  violent  a  difcharge  of  afhes  that  three 
towns^  Herculaneum,  Pompeii,  and  Stabia,  were  overwhelmed  by  the 
tempefL  So  unexpected  was  the  univerfal  dearth  that  the  people  of 
Pompeii  were  at  the  theatre. 

This  guft  of  alhes  was  occafioned  by  the  falling  ia  of  that  part  of 
Vefuvius  which  is  now  called  Monte  Somma.  The  falling  in  is  denoted 
by  the  figure  of  MonU  Somma  j  which  was  the  Vefuvius  of  the  antients^ 
but  which  was  more  frequently  called  Vefevus  by  the  Romans.  The 
proper  Vefuvius  of  the  prefent  day,  which  about  half  way  up  joins 
Mount  Somma^  formed  itfelf  into  a  pyramid  there  wdbere  it  rifes  above 

*  Of  t^at  ipecies  which  we  call  the  Italian  pine,  and  which  diey  name  Pinos  a:trec,.the 
beauty  of  which  greatly  exceeds  that  of  our  pine.  It  has  the  form  of  an  umbrella  v.  in 
which  form,  the  linoke  rifes,  when- the  air  is  calm:  and,  in  order  to  underftand  the  rela* 
tipn  of  Pliny,  we  muft  figure  to  ourfebrcs  the  form  of  this  tree*. 

Somma^ 
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iSomma,  and  rofe  in  proportion  as  the  antient  Vefevus  fell  in.     In  the 
fame  manner  Monte  Nuovo^  in  the  year  1538,  rofe  in  a  fingle  night. 

Ever  fmce  the  year  79^  Vefuvius  has  continued  to  fmoke ;  and, 
from  time  to  time,  to  fend  forth  eruptions.  About  thirty  of  thefe 
eruptions  have  been  diftingufhed  from  the  reft,  either  by  the  length  of 
their  duration  or  their  violence.  The  mountain  fends  forth  flames 
almoft  every  year,  generally  about  the  beginning  of  Autumn ;  and 
ibmetimes,  tveice  a-year. 

In  the  year  163 1,  a  great  part  of  the  mountain  fell  in. 

The  phenomena  of  the  year  1 767  were  terrific :  the  whole  country 
was  long  kept  in  dread,  by  the  fubterranean  thunder  of  the  mountain  ^ 
and  at  laft  it  broke  out,  cmitUiig  thick  fmoke  and  (bowers  of  fire, 
mingled  with  ftones  and  a(hes.     The  lava  firft  flowed  flowly  toward 
Rejina;  and  a  part  of  heaven  was  benighted,  on  the  19th  of  Odober, 
by  the  black  clouds  of  fmoke  and  aihes  that  were  poured  forth.     On 
the  20th,  a  broad  fiream  of  lava  haftily  burft  forth ;  and,  in  an  hour's 
time,  made  a  progrefs  of  feven  Italian  miles.     Its  depth  was  eftimated 
at  fixty  fathoms.     At  midnight,  the  mountain  burned  horribly ;  and 
it  thundered  at  intervals  like  the  difcharge  of  cannon.     It  poured  out 
A  new  river  of  fire ;  which  rufhed  toward  the  valley,  that  lies  between 
Vefuvius  Proper  and  the  height  of  San  Sahadore^  on  which  the  her- 
mitage ftands.     A  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Portici  accompanied  the 
Sight  of  the  King  to  Naples.     On  the  13d,  the  mountain  again  began 
to  bellow ;  and,  after  a  (hort  paufe,  the  lava  broke  out  more  dreadful 
than  before,  and  the  mountain  during  three  hours  difcharged  fire  and 
^es.     The  aflies  were  Mown  as  far  as  Gaetaj  which  lies  five  German 
miles  diftant  over  the  fea.     The  explofion  ended  on  the  26th  j  but  the 
earth  long  afterward  continued  to  be  occafionally  fliaken^ 

After  the  eruption  of  lava  in  the  year  1779,  which  began  on  the 
27th  of  Auguft,  the  fruit  trees  a  fecond  time  put  forth  their  buds,  and 
a  fecond  time  adually  produced  fmaU  but  well  tailed  fruity  in  the  be-» 
ginning  of  the  wintcn 

The 
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The  countries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  volcanoes  are  always  found 
to  be  fertile  j  which  is  either  occafioned  by  the  heat  of  the  earth,  or 
by  the  fiery  exhalations  that  are  emitted.  In  the  gardens  near  Poz- 
zuoli,  the  foil  of  which  is  extraordinarily  warm  becaufe  of  the  vicinity  of 
Solfatara  and  its  hot  fprings,  vegetables  are  produced  and  the  fruits  ripen 
a  fortniglit  fooner  than  at  Naples:  but  the  fruits,  on  account  of  this 
heat,  are  lefs  dcHcious ;  and  the  vegetables  lefs  excellent. 

With  refped  to  the  fecond  fruits  that  were  produced  in  the  year 
1779, 1  remember  that,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  autumn  of  the  fame 
year,  as  I  was  travelling  from  Germany  to  Denmark,  1  iaw  the  wild 
chefnut  tree  a  fecond  time  in  bloom  in  both  countries :  nay,  in  Den- 
mark, toward  the  middle  of  November^  at  a  feafon  when  in  general  the 
oak  had  ihed  its  leaves^  in  thefc  countries. 

This  whole  year  was  remarkable,  in  the  North.  On  the  13th  of 
March,  in  the  Cbarlottcnburg^  now  the  botanic,  garden  at  Copenhagen, 
I  faw  an  apricot  tree  in  the  open  air  in  full  bloom.  Thofe  fecret  caufes, 
which  produced  a  newbloom  in  aaitumn  as  well  even  in  Denmark  as 
in  Germany^  a£ling  in  milder  ^imates  with  no  lefs  effedl,  muft  have 
repeated  the  gifts  of  fummer  and  of  autumn  in  the  winter  of  the  fouth 
of  Italy.  Both  in  thefe  countries  and  in  the  north,  people  were  fear- 
fjnl  that  nature  would  have  recruited  her  powers  by  extreme  frugality, 
in  the  following  year:  but  the  kind  and  fmiling  mother,  in  1780,  feat- 
tered  her  bleflings  from  her  bom  of  plenty,  over  her  anxious,  fearful^ 
and  agitated  children. 


Vol.il  E  let. 


a6  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 


LETTER,    LXVII. 

Naples,  3d  March  179^*- 

ESTERDAY  evening,  I  and  Erneft,  with  Nicolovius  and 
Jacobr,  took  a  boat  j  and  once  more  proceeded  to  vifit  Mount  Vefu- 
vius. 

The  wiflied-for  night  approached,  and  we  beheld  the  river  of  fire  at 
a  diftance ;  and  likewife  its  refleftion  in  the  fea.  We  again  took  afle» 
at  Portici,  and  rode  as  before  to  the  two  hermits,  as  they  are  called,, 
who  live  in  the  hermitage  oi  San  Salvadorcy  fituated  on  a  confiderable' 
height  of  the  mountain,  and  lying  between  the  Somma  and  the  proper 
Vefuvius.  The  employment  of  thefe  people  is  to  afford  lodging  andi 
aid  to  ftrangers. 

As  we  travelled,  we  faw  the  whole  ftream  of  burning  lava  at  a  dif- 
tance ;  and  heard  the  noife  of  the  mountain  louder  than  when  in  the- 
boat.  We  likewife  beheld  melancholy  marks  of  the  defolation  of  the- 
year  1779,  teftified  by  prodigious  pieces  of  lava  dLtiA  fcoria^  and  giving 
a  terrific  afpeit  to  the  flourifhing  plants  and  vine  bowers,  among  which- 
they  lay  fcattered. 

Before  we  left  the  hermitage  to  continue  our  road,  I  put  my  fon  to^ 
bed;  after  which^we  rode  to  a  crofs,  where  the  way  began  to  be  im- 
paflable  for  the  animals* 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  ftones,  which  were  thrown  from  the  crater 
of  the  mountain,  and  the  many  rivulets  of  fire  which  flowed  on  all  fides, 
from  the  principal  ftream,  would  have  permitted  us  to  have  afcended 
and  examined  the  new  mouth,  that  vomited  forth  thefe  terrors.  It 
was  not  far  below  the  crater  on  the  fummit,  which  evidently  had  a. 
connexion  with  the  chief  gulph.  Thefe  pathlefs  fteep  ways,  which 
are  dreadful  even  by  day,  were  more  dreadful  by  night.     The  now 

dim, 
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dim,  now  flaring  light  of-  our  torches,  mote  frequently  (hewed  ns  the 
ftone,  or  the  huge  cinder,  over  which  we  had  ftumbled,  than  thofe 
over  which  we  might  flumble:  like  our  feeble  reafon;  which.  Pope, 
in  his  Eflay  on  Man,  has  fo  beautifully  defcribed  :  — 

*'  What  can  flie  more  than  tell  us  we  ;are  fools  ?*' 

Neither  have  I  the  fame  pliancy  of  limh,  nor  ftrength  of  Itirtgs, 
^which  feventeen  years  ago,  when  I  was  a  youth,  enabled  me  t6  climb 
the  fteepeft  paths  of  the  Alps. 

We  contented  ourfelves,  though  unwillingly,  with  taking  a  lateral 
^iredion ;  by  which  we  approached  the  lower  part  of  the  ftream  of 
burning  lava. 

Though  the  way  we  took  was  lefs  laborious  to  the  lungs  and  the 
limbs  than  the  afcent  to  the  fummit  would  have  been,  yet  it  was  very 
difficult ;  and  particularly  painful  to  the  feet.  Soon  after  v^e  had  paiTed 
the  crofs,  we  found  vegetation,  which  before  had  appeared  fickly,  en- 
tirely dead.  Stepping  among  the  deep  aflies,  you  tread  upon  prodi- 
gious lumps  of  angular  y2'or/^ ;  the  fharp  points  of  which  pain  the 
inore  fenfibly  becaufe  the  preffure  of  the  foot  frequently  makes  leffer 
bits  roll  down,  and  wound  with  their  defcent»  Such  pieces  are  piled 
•roughly  over  one  another  ;  having  been  colleded  by  difierent  eruption* 
of  lava,  flowing  through  the  unequal  ground,  and  leaving  mementos' 
of  niore  early  devaftation. 

The  heat  that  proceeded  from  an  aperture,  which  burft  forth  in  the 
month  of  Auguft  1790,  was  infuflTerable;  and,  though  when  we  wei'e 
there  it  was  a  year  and  a  half  fince  this  eruption  happened,  the  hot 
furface  would  not  permit  us  to  touch  it  with  our  hands. 

We  continued  for  *about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  pafs  with  hafty  fteps 
over  hollow  lumps  of  drofs,  that  ftill  were  glowing;  furrounded  on  all 
fides  by  gulphs  of  fire.  To  have  made  a  falfe  ftep,  or  to  have  fteppcd 
flowly,  would  have  been  equadly  dangerous.  Should  the  drofs  give 
way,  the  foot  mufl  fink  or  the  body  be  thrown  oflT  its  centre,  and  all 

E  «  our 
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our  precaution  would  have  been  vain.  The  lava  that  had  ruflied  head- 
long from  the  fteep  declivity,  arriving  at  a  place  where  there  was  na 
defcent,  colleded  itfelf  among  the  cinders,  and  flowed  but  flowly ; 
though  ftill  the  flood  was  flaming  red.  The  ftones  and  fcoria  that  it 
had  pafled  over  were  red  hot;  and  one  of  our  guides  lighted  the  extin- 
guiflied  torch,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  by  a  cinder  of  this  kind. 

The  nature  of  the  lava-s  is  various,  according  to  the  materials  con- 
tained in  the  mountain  ;  either. as  they  ihall  mingle  with  each  other,  or 
be  thrown  up  unmingled.  They  are  as  hard  as  fl:one,  are  capable  of 
the  polifh  of  marble,  and  of  different  colours.  Either  I  miftake  or  the 
pavement  of  the  Roman  roads  moftly  confifts  of  the  lava  of  antient. 
volcanos,  which  had  become  extinguiftied  before  the  time  of  the  Ro- 
man hiftory,  and  therefore  were  not  known  a6  fuch>  The.  fame  may 
be  faid  of  all  Naples,  and  of  the  highway  to  Portici. 

The  pure  melted  lava  does  not  form  itfelf  into  waves  as  it  flows ; 
but,  as  foon  as  it  is  difcharged  from  the  throat  of  the  mountain,^  the 
mafs  which  it  forma  is  impelled  downwards  by  fucceflive  emifl[ions. 
You  may  remember  to  have  feen  the  Rhine  flow  in  the  fame  manner 
at  Mentz.  It  forms  no  waves,,  but  is  apparently  fl:ill :  yet  the  broad 
ftream  flowa  with  more  refiftlefs  power  from  this  circumfl:ance.  Metal', 
melted  till  liquefied  in  a  forge,  may  give  you  a  tolerable  idea  of  the 
lava  J  as  well  of  that  which  flows  purely,  as  of  that  which  is  mingled, 
with  drofs. 

Whenever  the  mountain  throws  out  its  palpitating  flames  and  hurls: 
its  ftones  into  the  air,  the  melted  ftream 'is  enlivened  by  a  new  polifh- 
Red  hot  ftones  at  the  fame  ti^ne  roll  down  on  every  fide.  Many  were 
rolled  along  by  the  lava,  as  flints  are  by  the  ftream  of  the  mountain^ 
From  the  principal  cataradis  of  fire  inferior  ones  take  their  courfe.  The 
mountain  ceafed  to  repeat  its  quick  fuccefl[ive  claps  of  thunder,  and 
continued  to  roll  it  durably,  while  the  hifling  roars  of  a  tempeft  were 
heard.  The  clouds  of  fmoke  that  rofe  were  fo  red  that  you  would 
have  fuppofed  them  to  have  beea  flames,  had  not  real  flames  beea 

emitted! 
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emitted }.  and  had  they  not  been  obfcured  by  the  bright  red  of  the 

lava. 

The  ftiUnefs  of  night  reigned  over  thefe  defert  places,  and  was  only 
interrupted  by  fubterranean  uproar.  The  atmofphere  was  dark  :  you 
fcarcely  could  fee  the  fliady  part  of  the  mountain,  that  lay  behind  that 
which  was  illuminated  by  the  fire.  Like  as  polifhed  bodies,  when  the 
light  is  little,  feem  to  colled  it  all  to  themfelves,  and  caft  furrounding^ 
objeds  in  deeper  darknefs. 


LETTER    LXVIII. 

Naples,  7  th  March  1792* 

X  HE  pleafant  lake  of  Agnano  lies  not  far  from  Solfatara,  and 
fomething  nearer  than  that  to  Naples.  It  is  chiefly  furrounded  by  high 
Ihores,  on  which  the  poplar  and  the  chefnut  tree  grow.. 

Near  a  part  of  the  fhore,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  there  is  a  cavern  ;  which- 
was  called  by  the  antients  the  cavern  of  Charon.  It  is  better  known 
at  prefent  by  the  name  of  La  Grotta  del  Cane :  the  cavern  of  dogs  j  be- 
caufe  it  is  a  common  cuftom  to  put  a  dog  into  the  cavern,  in  order  to 
convince  ftrangers  of  the  mephitic  qualities  of  the  air.  The  dog  pre^ 
fently  lofes  his  fenfes,  and  muft  die  were  he  not  dragged  out,  and,  ta 
recover  him,  dipped  in  the  water  of  the  lake 

We  did  not  think  proper  to  tolerate  the  cruelty  of  this  experiment, 
and  we  therefore  entered  the  cavern  one  after  another.  That  we 
might  be  convinced  of  the  eflfefts  of  the  air,  it  was  meceflary  we  fhould 
bend  :  but  thefe  eflfedts  were  not  fo  ftrong  as  we  expefted.  There  is^ 
afimilar  opening  in  the  earth  near  Pyrmont,  which  appeared  to  me  to 
exhale  ftronger  vapours*     I  muft  remark  however  that  I  vifited  the: 

Germao! 
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German  cavern  in  a  hot  fummer's  day,  and  this  during  the  humid 
feafon  of  fpring  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  efFeds  are  more  fudden  and 
forcible  in  fummer. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fire  a  piftol  in  the  grotto  ;  for  the  air  prevents 
the  powder  in  the  pan  from  taking  fire.  We  had  negleded  to  bring 
fire  arms  to  make  the  experiment :  but  we  faw  the  torches  were  ex- 
tinguifhed,  when  they  were  held  in  the  cavern. 

The  hot  fulphur  baths  of  the  lake  appeared  to  me  ftronger  than  the 
vapour  of  the  cavern.  Thefe  baths  are  called  iS/zz/d',  or  ftoves,  di  San 
Germano.  They  are  much  efteemed  for  their  efFeds  ;  and  emit  a  hot 
vapour,  the  fmoke  of  which  is  fo  fine  that  means  muft  be  taken  to  ren- 
der it  vifible.  A  bit  of  tinder  is  kindled,  and  fufFered  to  fmoke  ;  and 
round  this  the  afcending  fulphureous  vapour  will  become  perceptible; 
I  can  only  account  for  this  efFeft  by  fuppofing  that  a  part  of  the  more 
grofs  fmoke  of  the  tinder  mixes  wiih  the  fine  vapour,  and  thickens  it 
fufficienily  to  render  it  vifible. 

A  rough  path  leads  to  the  boiling  fprings,  which  are  called  gli  PifcU 
urellL  They  rife  out  of  the  Monte  Seccoy  or  dry  hill,  and  have  probably 
fome  connection  with  Solfatara  :  for,  as  in  that,  a  fmoke  exhales  here, 
out  of  little  apertures,  which  ftiews  the  exiftence  of  fulphur  and  vitriol. 

Thofe,  who  endeavour  to  find  the  hell  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  with 
all  its  fLreams,  on  earth,  difcov^r  in  the  pleafant  lake  of  Agnano  the  river 
of  Cocytus ;  in  the  Grotta  del  Cane  the  cavern  of  Cerberus^  who  was 
charmed  to  fleep  by  a  fop  which  the  Sibyl  had  prepared  ;  the  Styx  in 
the  hot  fprings ;  and,  finally,  that  the  hypothefis  may  be  in  all  things 
complete,  in  the  Stufe  di  San  Germano^  which  are  vifited  by  the  fick, 
the  entrance  to  the  ihades  of  death :  where^  as  the  Roman  poet  fings, 

Veftibulum  ante  ipfum  pritnifque  in  faucihus  Orci 
LuEfus  et  ultrices  pofuere  cubilia  Cura  : 
Pallentefque  habitant  Morbiy  trijlifque  ^eneEluSy 
Et  Metus  et  malefuada  Famesy  ac  turpis  EgeJlaSy 
Terribiles  vi/u/orma  !  Letbufoque^  Labofque  § 
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Turn  confanguineus  Lethi  Sopor ^  et  mala  mentis 

Gaudia  ;  mortiferumque  adverfo  in  limine  Be/lvm, 

Ferreique  Eumenidum  thalamic  et  Difcordia  denuns 

Vipereum  crinem  vittis  innexa  cruentis. 

ViRG.  -ffin.  VI.  27J, 

Juft  in  the  gate,  and  in  the  jaws  of  hell, 

Revengeful  Cares,  and  fuUen  Sorrows  dwell'; 

And  pale  Difeafes,  and  repining  Age  \ 

Want,  Fear,  and  Famine,  unrefifted  rage ; 

Here  Toils,  and  Death,  and  Death's  half-brother,  Sleeps 

Forms  terrible  to  view,  thehr  fentry  keep  : 

With  anxious  Pleafures  of  a  guilty  mind. 

Deep  Frauds  before,  and  open  Force  behind : 

The  Furies'  iron  beds,  and  Strife  that  fliakes 

Her  hiding  trefles,  and  unfolds  her  fnakes. 

Dryden,  v.  384^ 

This  beautiful  paflage  of  the  poet  has  been  applied  to  the  vapour 
baths  with  much  acutenefs,  but  with  little  judgment. 

I  need  not  repeat  what  I  have  already  faid,  concerning  the  abfurdity 
of  that  opinion  that  fuppofes  the  whole  empire  of  Death,  with  the 
Elyfian  fields,  which  another  fun  and  other  ftars  illumine — 

■         '  Solemque  fuumj  fua  Jidera  norunt  ■ 

are  to  be  found  on  earth  ;  in  the  lake  Avernus,  the  vineyards  of  the* 
dead  fea,  and  where  the  dead  of  all  Baiae  were  buried.  I  would  only 
advife  you  to  turn  to  the  map  of  thefe  countries,  and  follow  the  poet 
through  all  his  labyrinths  :  I  mean  follow  him  if  you  can^ 

The  lake  of  Avernus  is  very  near  Cumas :  but  the  vejlibulum  of  Orcus: 
is  more  than  a  German  mile  diftant. 

The  noble  Mantuan  bard,  when  he  li-fred  in  Naples,  certainly  had^ 
©ften  praifed  the  lake  of  Agnano  in  fabulous  fong  ;  and  had  vifited  its 
bowers.  But  why  compare  this  lovely  lake  to  the  hateful  Cocytus  ?: 
Why  did  they  not  difcover,  fince  they  were  bent  on  difcovery,  that 
which  the  fagacious  poet  had  concealed  deep  in  earth  and  darknefs  ? 

—  Alta  terra  et  caligine  — 

Q  Why,, 
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Why,  I  fay,  did  they  not,  among  the  groves  of  this  lake,  difcover  the 
fields  where  the  fouls  of  lovers  ftray  ;  and  meet  in  them  the  wandering 
fhade  of  Dido,  with  her  frefh  bleeding  wounds  ?  But  they  were  deter- 
mined to  fmd  that  of  which  nothing  l)ut  blind  curiofity  would  have 
gone  in  fearch. 

A  tolerably  deep  hill  fcparates  the  banks  of  the  Agnano  from  the 
deep  valley  oiAJlruni.  The  profped  from  the  top  of  this  hill,  as  well 
toward  the  lake  as  the  valley,  is  very  pleafant.  It  is  furrounded  by 
lefler  heights,  and  fhaded  by  the  oak,  the  prickly  oak,  and  the  chefnut 
tree. 

Here  the  wild  boars,  many  of  which  we  faw,  meet  with  excellent 
pafture.  The  King  frequently  diverts  himfelf  with  hunting  in  this 
valley  ;  in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  a  charming  lake,  and  a  little 
pool  that  has  probably  been  feparated  from  the  lake  by  an  earthquake. 

A  gentle  heart  enlivening  calm  is  felt,  as  well  on  the  banks  of  the 
lake  of  Agnano  as  in  the  whole  of  thefe  friendly  regions.  No  objedt 
here  reminds  you  of  the  vicinity  of  a  great  -city,  which  is  inhabited  by 
nearly  half  a  million  of  people.  All  breathes  that  foft  repofe  w^hich 
many  conlider  as  an  empty  found ;  but  without  which  the  few,  who 
feel  it,  confider  the  pleafures  that  the  crowd  endeavour  to  difcover  in 
ftrife  and  ambition  as  «mpty  indeed,  and  frantic.  Happy  are  they 
who  hear  the  warning  voice  of  peace  and  repofe !  They  behold  ever 
youthful  Joy  efcaping  from  clamour  and  tears,  and  flying  to  the  arms 
of  Wifdom  ;  as  to  a  tender  mother,  whofe  charms  are  concealed  from 
tbe^prophane.  They  fhun  the  din  and  tumult  of  the  world  :  but 
they  welcome  their  fympathetic  friends,  and  lead  them  to  their  bowers 
of  delight. 


LET- 
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LETTER    LXIX. 

Naples,  1 0th  March  1792* 

Although  oh  our  voyage  wc  had  feveral  times  pafled 
very  near  to  the  promontory  of  Mifenum,  yet  we  had  left  it  without 
paying  it  a  vifit ;  becaufe  we  intended  to  dedicate  a  day  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  having  promifed  ourfelves  very  delightful  views  from  its  charm- 
ing fituation.  Accordingly,  we  yefterday  took  boat,  to  fulfill  our  in- 
tentions. 

The  waves  ran  high,  the  wind  was  againft  us,  and  our  boatmen 
coafted  along  the  Pofilipo :  the  high  and  projeding  cape  of  which 
divides  the  bay  of  Naples,  that  extends  from  the  promontory  of  Mafla, 
formerly  the  promontory  of  Minerva,  to  that  of  Mifenum, 

The  appearance  of  the  Pofilipo  is  various  and  delightful ;  and  we  con- 
tinued our  route  through  the  fmall  ftrait,  by  which  it  is  feparated  from 
the  ifland  of  Nifida.  We  then  fl:eered  along  the  winding  coaft  of  Poz- 
Euoli  and  Baiae,  and  navigated  the  paflage  cut  in  the  rock  through  the 
leffer  cape ;  which,  with  the  long  promontory  of  Mifenum,  had 
formed  the  haven  where,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  a  great  part 
of  the  Roman  fleet  lay.  Probably,  Agrippa  cut  through  thefe  rocks, 
>when  he  built  the  haven,  to  afford  fmall  veffels  a  quick  pafllige  from 
Baiae  to  Mifenum ;  and  probably  the  paffage  was  cut  by  the  fucceflbrs 
of  Auguftus.  I  am  inclined  to  afcribe  the  work  to  LucuUus,  who  de- 
lighted in  undertakings  of  this  kind,  and  who  had  a  country  houfe  in 
Baix  as  well  as  in  Mifenum.  The  rocky  holes  here  are  called,  both 
by  the  country  people  and  the  mariners,  the  grotia  degli  fpirti :  the 
grotto  of  ghofts. 

This  haven  has  been  miftakjsnJy  confounded,  by  fome  Italian  authors. 

Vol.  1L  F  with 
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with  the  Julian  haven.  They  are  near  to  each  other,  and  both  were 
the  work  of  Auguftus  ;  or  more  properly  of  Agrlppa. 

The  frequently  projecting  now  high  now  level  cape,  which,  with  its^ 
fmall  and  low  neck,  forms  a  part  of  the  round  and  every  where  fteep 
hill  of  Mifenum,  runs  farther  into  the  fea  than  the  Pofilipo^  is  waftied 
by  the  roaring  and  foaming  waves,  and  feparates  the  bay  of  Naples 
from  the  bay  of  Gaeta.  The  coafts  and  iflands  feem  carved  and  in- 
terfetfted  with  fo  playful  a  hand  that  they  every  where  communicate, 
even  to  Italy  itfelf,  a  peculiar  and  enchanting  grandeur. 

Some  remains  may  ftill  be  feen  of  the  antient  town  of  Mifenumw 
The  hill  in  moft  parts  is  dug  in  hollows^  and  you  proceed  from  one 
rocky  vault  to  another.  It  is  fuppofed  that  the  Romans  had  a  water 
ciftern  here  :  perhaps  they  likewife  had  their  baths.  The  wind  being 
againft  us,  we  were  later  than  we  expeded  j  and  therefore  forbore  to 
vifit  the  cavern  by  the  light  of  torches.  This  cavern  is  fometimes 
called  Zja  Grotta  Dragonara  :-  at  others  Traconnaria. 

We  went  up  the  hill,  and  found  parts  of  it  planted  with  vme  bow- 
ers and  fig  trees.  Toward  the  top,  we  met  with  many  aromatic 
plants,  growing  wild ;  and,  oftener  than  the  reft,  the  caSttis  opimtia ;  or 
the  Indian  fig  and  the  aloe*  Thefe  exotics  of  our  green  houfes  were 
here  growing  wild.  Here  too  we  faw,  on  their  tall  ftems,  the  gilded 
aloe  flowers  of  the  foregoing  fummer,  higher  than  thofe  whofe  perio*- 
dical  blowing  is  advertifed  in  our  newfpapers  ;  and  which  the  lovers 
of  Botany,  allured  from  all  parts,  will  make  long  journeys  to  fee.  We 
met  with  the  fame  plant  on  the  Pofilipo  ;  and  likewife  with  a  kind  of 
tree  which  none  of  us  knew,  the  great  beauty  and  peculiar  form  of 
which  attrafted  our  attention. 

From  the  tqp  of  the  hill,  which  is  almoft:  an  ifland,  we  overlooked 
Che  cape  ;  and  beheld  Baiae^  Bauli,  the  Dead  Sea^  the  lake  of  Fufaroj 
the  Monte  Nuovo,  the  hill  of  Gaurus,Pozzuoli,Solfatara,  thecaftleof 
&ani  Elmo^  which  lies  beyond  Naples^  the  high  monaftery  oiCamaldoli^ 

the: 
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theifland  of  Nifida,  the  promontory  of  Pofilipo,  Mount  Vefuvius,  the 
whole  coaft  of  Sorento,  the  ifland  of  Capri,  and,  in  the  bay  of 
Gaeta,  the  iflands  of  Procida,  Ifchia,  and  Ventotiene.  Add,  to  all 
thefe,  the  charms  of  the  fea,  and  the  delights  of  a  climate  in  which,  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  the  fig  and  the  vine  are  unfolding  their  beauties. 
On  the  7th,  I  had  feen  the  tops  of  the  poplar,  befide  the  lake  of  Ag- 
nano,  covered  with  young  foliage.  The  grafs  of  the  meadows  has  long 
been  green.  The  medicago  arborea*  and  i\it  Jpartiutn^  with  its  beau- 
tiful yellow  papilionaceous  flower,  whofe  form  delights  the  fight  and  its 
odour  the  fmell,  are  in  full  bloom. 

This  hill  was  called  the  promontory  of  Mifenum  as  early  as  Livy. 
According  to  fomc,  Mifenus  was  one  of  the  companions  of  Ulyffes : 
according  to  Virgil,  who  has  an  antient  tradition  in  fupport  of  his 
opinion, 

'  ^uo  non  prajlantior  alnr 

JEre  ctere  viros  tn^r Unique  accendere,cantu. 
HeBoris  hie  magnifuerat  comesy  HeBora  circum 

Et  Ikuopugnas  infignu  obibat  et  haft  a. 

ViRG.  j£n.yi.  164. 


none  forenown'd, 


The  warrior  trumpet  in  the  field  to  found  : 

With  breathing  brafs  to  kindle  fierce  alarms  ; 

And  roufe  to  dare  their  fate,  in  honourable  arms. 

He  fenr'd  great  He£tor  \  and  was  ever  near, 

Mot  with  his  trumpet  only,  but  his  fpear. 

Dryden,  Mn.  V.  243. 

While  jEneas  was  vifiting  the  Sibyl  of  Cumse,  Mifenus  was  miffing. 

Zed  turn  forte  cava  dumperfonat  aquora  concha^ 
Demens  et  cantu  vocat  in  certamina  Divos; 

♦  The  cytifus  of  Virgil.  It  is  likewife  called  cytifus  marantha ;  an^i  muft  not  be  con- 
founded with  our  cytifus  labernutn  of  the  gardens,  which  alfo  grows  wild  in  the  fouth  of 
Italy.  The  medicago  has  a  refemblance  to  our  garden  fhrub  colutea.  I  faw  fingle  flow- 
•eve  the  whole  winter  through,  in  the  country  round  Rome.  The  leaves  of  this  plant 
were  held  by  the  antients  to  be  the  beft  of  fodder.    See  Vofs's  Virgil,  Geo.  ii«  43 1« 

F  2  JEmtilus 
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JEmuhs  exoeptum  Triton^  fi  credtre  dignum  efi^ 

Inter faxa  nnrumj^umofa  immetferat  unda. 

ViRG.  Ma.  vi.  171. 

Swoln  with  applaufe^  and  aiming  ftill  ait  more^ 

He  now  provokes  the  fea-gods  from  the  fhore ; 

With  envy  Triton  heard  the  martial  found, 

And  the  bold  champion  for  his  challenge  drownM^ 

Then  cad  his  mangled  carcafe  on  the  ftrand. 

Drtoen^  y.  251* 

The  Sibyl  announced  to  ^neas  the  death  of  orne  of  his  companions ;; 
and,  while  he  and  the  faithful  Achates^  who  had  accompanied  him  on* 
his  vifit  to  the  prophetefs,  were  bewailing  the  lofs  of  a  comrade,  and^ 
wondering  who  it  could  be  that  the  Sibyl  meant,  they  difcovered  Mi— 
fenus. 

He  was  folemnly  buried-  by  jEneas  under  this  mountain,  as  the.: 
Qoet  thus  relates  : 

Jt  pirn  Mneas  thgenti  mole  fepukhrutn 

Imponityfuaque  artna  vrro^  remumqueytuhatnquey . 

jMotitefiib  aerioy  qui  nunc  Mifenus  ab  illo 

Dicitury  aternumque  tenet  perfactda  nomen^ 

ViRG.  JEn,  vi.  23  2i- 

B\it  good  jEneas  order'd  on  the  fhore  -j 

A  ftately  tomb ;  whofe  top  a  trumpet  bore :        > 
A  foldier's  fauchton,  and  a  feaman's  oar.  Ji. 

Thus  was  his  friend  interred :  and  deathlefs  fame 
Still  to  the  lofty  cape  configns  his  name. 

Dryden,  V.  331. 

Aiidftill  it  continues  to  be  called  II  Capo  Mifena  :  or  Monte  Mlfeno^^ 
We  negleded  to  vifit  the  frefh  fpring,  which  rifcs  before  the  hill  out 
of  the  fea. 

We  failed   back  with  a  pleafant  wtnd,  and  merrily  compared  the 
Hack  woollen  fair  of  our  boat  to  the  black- fail  with  which  Thcfeu8>  . 
forgetting  the  promife  he  had  made  to  his  father,  failed  back  from^. 
Crete  to  Athens,  after  he.  had  flaia  the  Mnotaurt 

One: 
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©he  of  our  boatmen,  who  no  doubt  had  drunk  too  much  at  Mifeno,. 
^ddenly  let  a  rope  go,  belonging  to  the  fail,  which  he  held  in  his  hand  ; 
and  the  motion  of  the  boat,  from  the  high  wave,  was  fo  quick  that  we 
ikipped  a  quantity  of  water :  in  fo  much  that,  had  it  but  dipped  am 
mch.  deeper,  it  feemed  as  if  we  fhould  all  have  perifhed. 


LETTER    LXX-. 

STaplcs,  15th  Marck  1792^ 

1  RIBUNES  of  the  people  and  Quirites,  this  is  the  anni- 
^  verfary  of  the  day  on  which,  in  the  open  field,  I  fortunately  fought  in 
•*  Africa,  againft  Hannibal  and  the  Carthaginians.  It  is  but  juft  that  dit- 
^  putesand  calumny  fhould  ceafe,  on  fucha  day.  I  fhall  therefore  go  from 
^  this  to  the  Gapitol,. there  to  worfhip  the  great  Jupiter,  JunOj.Minerva,, 
•*  and  the  other  gods  ;  and  pay  them  my  thanks,  for  tbat  they,  on  this  * 
•*  day,  and  on  other  fimilar  occafions,  have  given  me  the  power  and 
**  the  underftanding  to  guard  the  fafety  of  the  republic.  Quirites,  who— 
^  ever  among  you  fhall  think  proper,  follow  me ;  and  entreat  the  gods  ^ 
**  to  give  you  leaders  like  me,  wKo,  from*  my  feventeenth  year  to  the 
**'prefent  hour,  if  my  deeds  have  been  rewarded  by  the  honours  you 
"  have  conferred,  have  made  my  deeds  more  than  deferve  thofe  ho* 
**•  nours  and  thofe  rewards." 

Thus  fpoke  Publius  Scipio  Afticanus*:  difdkining'to  anfwer  the  viie* 
ilatiders,  brought  againft.  him.  6y  mean  demagogues.     He  rofe  from^ 
tbe  tribune,  and  afcenJedtheCapittol;  and  the  whole  aflembly  followed* 
The  tribunes,  were  deferted*  by  their  very  derks,  and  public  fervantsj: 
and  remained  behind,  with  flaves,  and  malcontents,  and  the  public 
a^u:ufen    Scipio  proceeded^  attended  by  t4ie  people,  not. only  to  the- 

6  CapitoU 
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Capitol  but  through  the  city ;  vifiting  all  the  temples*  of  the  gods. 
There  was  more  folemnity  in  the  protedion  afforded  him  by  his  fellow 
citizens  on  this  day,  and  in  that  grandeur  of  charader  by  which  it  had 
been  deferved,  than  on  that  in  which,  after  his  viftorics  over  the  Car- 
thaginians and  Syphax,  he  entered  Rome  in  triumph. 

The  tribunes  appointed  a  new  day  to  hear  the  accufers  of  the  hero, 
who  was  fully  determined  not  to  appear  a  fecond  time.  They  expect- 
ed much  from  the  confideration  in  which  their  fellow  tribune,  Tibe- 
rius Sempronius  Gracchus,  was  held :  he  who  was  the  father  of  the 
Gracchi,  who  were  both  but  too  famous  for  the  repofe  of  Rome.  But 
Sempronius,  though  the  enemy  of  Scipio,  honouring  his  great  qualities, 
heroically  became  his  admirer. 

"  I  will  not,"  faid  he,  ^*  fuffer  Publius  Scipio  to  be  accufed  before 
•*  he  returns  to  Rome :  and  even  then,  fhould  he  demand  it,  I  will 
"  be  his  defender.  Scipio  has  attained  fo  high  a  degree  of  glory, 
**  by  the  deeds  he  has  achieved  and  the  dignities  he  has  acquired, 
•*  favoured  as  he  is  by  Gods  and  men,  that  greater  difgrace  would  alight 
**  upon  the  Roman  people  than  upon  Scipio,  were  he  to  ftand  in  the 
^^  Forum  as  a  man  accufed,  lillening  to  the  infults  and  calumnies  of 
**  boys  *."  After  this  honourable  incident,  Scipio  continued  to  live  at 
Liternum. 

We  yefterday  vifited  this  place,  which  is  denoted  by  a  large  done 
tower,  called  T^orre  dt  Fatria.  The  word  Patria^  it  fhould  feeoi,  was 
found  written  on  this  tower,  as  the  remainder  of  an  antient  infcription : 
Ingrata  patria^  ne  quidem  ojfa  mta  babes: — Ungrateful  country,  thou 
ftialt  not  have  my  bones !  No  trace  of  this  infcription  is  now  to  be 
found.  If  it  ever  really  were  there,  it  muft,  like  the  tower,  have  been 
of  later  ages ;  and  this  building  cannot  have  been  more  early  than  the 
Saracens.  I  confider  it  as  of  much  later  date :  for  it  is  known  that  the 
Emperor,  Charles  the  Fifth,  caufed  thofe  towers  to  be  built,  which  are 

*  Idv.  lib.  xxxviii.  cap.  51,  521  53* 

frequently 
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frequently  feen  along  the  fea  coaft,  as  watch  towers,  to  guard  againft 
the  corfairs. 

It  was  even  contefted,  in  the  time  of  Livy,  whether  Scipio  died  at 
and  was  buried  in  Rome,  or  Liternum :  but,  as  hiftory  makes  no  men- 
tion of  his  return,  and  as  the  veil  of  filence  is  call  over  the  laft  years  of 
this  great  man,  except  that  it  was  faid  he  gave  orders  when  dying  to 
be  buried  at  his  country  feat,  and  to  have  a  tomb  erected  there,  becaufe 
he  would  not  be  interred  in  his  ungrateful  country,  it  appears  probable 
that  he  afkually  was  buried  at  Liternum  *• 

The  grave  of  Scipio  was  difcovered  fome  years  ago,  but  not  his 
afties ;  and  there  was  a  fable  in  the  time  of  Pliny  f  that  a  dragon 
guarded  his  manes,  in  a  cavern  at  Liternum.  The  tradition,  which 
has  defcended  from  age  to  age,  that  this  was  his  burial  place,  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  fabulous.  Be  that  as  it  will,  if  this  were  the  place 
which  Scipio  chofe  for  his  refidence,  it  would  be  more  interefting  to 
me  than  if  it  were  the  place  of  his  interment* 

The  place  is  now  called  Patria ;  and  the  lake,  which  was  antiently 
the  marfh  of  Liternum,  Lago  dt  Patria.  The  lake  is  fmall  at  its  en- 
trance J  and  there  is  a  ferry  that  muft  be  pafled  to  go  to  the  tower, 
which  ftands  on  a  fandy  fliore  that  is  overgrown  with  low  laurel  bufhes, 
myrtles,  rofemary,  the  maftic,  the  juniper  tree,  and  an  uncommon  fpe- 
cies  of  honeyfuckle,.  On  each  fide  of  the  lake,  remains  may  be  feea 
of  antient  Liternum ;  and,  on  the  fide  next  Naples,  the  land  is  very 
fruitful.     Excellent  water  melons  are  produced  here,  in  fummer ;  and 

*  Sikntium  deinde  de  Afrtcano  futt.  Vitam  Literni  e^t  Jine  defiderio  urbis.  Morieniem 
run  eo  ipfo  loco  fepiliri  fe  juj/ijfe  ferunt^  monumentumque  ibi  adtficart^  ne  funus  fbi  in  ingrata 
patria  Jieret. 

There  was  no  more  mention  made  of  Scipio  Africanus.  He  lived  at  Lttemum, 
without  viGting  Rome  \  and  it  was  faid  that,  dying  at  his  country  feat,  it  was  his  com- 
mand that  he  (hould  be  buried  at  this  place ;  and  that  a  monument  fhould  be  erected 
there,  that  his  body  might  no  more  be  brought  to  his  ungrateful  country.  Liv. 
lib.  zxrriii.  cap.  53* 

f  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xvi.  c^p*  44« 

we 


^  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBEHa 

•we  found  the  tacety  the  ranunculusy  and  a  late,  but  very  high  colourei 
and  ftrong  fcented,  kind  of  violet.  The  fweet  pea  is  now  in  bloonu 
The  water  of  the  lake  is  troubled,  and  has  a  brackifh  tafte :  but  there  is 
a  clear  and  frefti  fpring^  that  bubbles  up  under  a  wild  fig  tree,  out  of 
'the  bed  of  the  lake. 

On  this  fide  of  the  lake,  we  likewife  find  fome  antient  tombs  j  out  of 
?one  of  which  a  pillar  of  white  marble  has  lately  been  dug,  and  fent  to 
Averfa.  One  of  them  had  an  arched  entrance ;  and  this  may  probably 
he  the  fepulchre  of  the  great  Scipio :  the  cavern  in  which  the  fabulous 
.dragon  was  fiippofed  to  have  been  feen,  ftationed  there  to  watch  his 
manes. 

Patria  is  a  long  German  mile  beyond  Cumas.  The  road  froni 
thence  leads  through  Pozzuoli ;  and  through  the  antient  gate  of  Cumse, 
which  is  called  j^irco  Felice.  From  Patria  there  is  a  view  over  the  whole 
l>ay  of  Gaeta ;  and  the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Ifchia  heightens  the 
uncommon  charms  of  the  profpe<3:. 

To  the  north  there  is  a  foreft  ;  which  was  notorious,  in  the  time  of 
the  antients,becaufe  of  the  robbers  by  which  it  was  infefted.  The  chiefs 
of  thefe  robbers  frequently  paffed  this  way,  that  they  might  look  at  the 
great  Scipio  *. 

The  air  of  Patria  in  fummer  is  very  noxious ;  and  moft  of  the 
country  people  live  at  a  diftance  from  thefe  fields.  The  country  houfe 
of  Scipio,  if  immediately  on  the  fea  fliore,  might  be  lefs  expofed  to  the 
bad  qualities  of  the  air :  or  it  might  have  become  injurious  in  later 
times,  when  the  overflowing  of  the  Claniusy  or  Lagno^  had  mingled 
its  waters  with  the  fea.  However,  we  find  that,  at  leaft  in  VirgiFs 
time,  the  river  often  overflowed  its  banks. 


-Vacuis  Claniiis  non  aquus  Acerru  \* 

ViRG.  Gcor.  11.  225. 


•  Val.  Max.  ii.  Nr.  a. 

t  The  lake  was  called  QaniuSy  and  Clanh* 


And 
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And  fuch  a  country  could  Acerra  boad* 
Till  Clan'tus  overflow'd  th*  unhappy  coaft. 

Dryden,  307. 

Various  antient  tombs  are  feen  between  Patria  and  Cumae*  Wc 
xnoftly  pafled  through  very  fertile  fields  of  wheat,  or  of  the  fweet  pea. 
High  elms  were  planted  in  rows  over  all  of  them ;  and  thefe  trees  were 
the  fupport  of  the  vine.  The  vineyards  impart  the  greateft.  charm  to 
the  country  of  which  a  coUnfry*  can  be  capable.  Among  theni  we 
likewife  faw  fig  trees,  that  are  now  in  leaf ;  and  the  peach  a.nd  apricot 
in  bloom.  High  ladders  were  reared  againft  the  elms,  and  the  people 
were  employed  in  trimming  the  vine. 

The  cattle  of  this  country  arc  of  a. light  .grey  colour ;  as  in  the  States 
of  the  Churchy  and  in  Tufcany :  but  they  are  diftinguifhed  from  the 
cattle  of  thefe  countries  by  their  long  legs.  Neither  have  the  oxea 
fuch  prodigious  horns  as  in  the  Campagna  dl  Roma.  The  goats  and 
flieep  are  handfome ;  and  I  have  fince  feen  other  fheep  ftill  more  hand- 
fome,  in  Lombardy  and  Modena* 

When  I  fee  the  goats  browfing  among  the  leafy  rbcks,  how  fre- 
quently do  I  remember  the  beautiful  cpmplaint  of  the  countryman  of 
Virgil,  who  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  houfe  and  field  to  a  foldier  ! 

Jte  meity  fslh  quondam  peciiS  !  itexapella J  ^  . 
Non  egovQs  pofihacy  viridi  projtihii  in  aftiro, 
Dumofa  periderm  procul  de  rape  videbo  ! 

ViRC.  Eel.  i.  75. 

Farewell,  my  paftures,  my  paternal  ftock : 

My  fruitful  fields,  and  my  more  fruitful  flock !  .    V  • . 

No  more,  my  goats,  fliall  I  behold  you  -climli 

The  ftccpy  cliflfe,  or  crx)p  the  flow'ry  thyme !  '   ^ 

DRYt>BMjI02. 
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No 
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Naples,  i8th  March  I752^ 

country  can  well  be  richer  than  this,  in  antiquities  of 
different  kinds.  We  every  where  difcover  remains  of  the  Greeks^ 
which  w^re  even  honoyred  and  admired  by  their  conquerors,  thofe 
ravagers  of  mankind,  the  Romans.  ..  A  knowledge  of  Grecian  hiftory 
will  often  point  out  traces  of  times  in  which  Rome,  that  gulph  of  na* 
tions,  was  unknown  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  of  Italy:  confe- 
quently  to  the  Greeks — of  times  in  which  Rome,  if  we  date  its  foun^ 
dation  from  the  era  of  Romulus,  was  not  in  exiftence. 

Legends  more  early  have  been  adopted  by  poets,  and  received  the 
cmbelUfhineats  of  poetry.  Here  the  grand  annals  of  nature  are  always. 
open,  but  feldom  read  j  and  more  feldom.underftood,  by  the  friend  of 
natural  biftoyy.  Subterranean  fires^  ^t  different  periods^  have  (haken 
tlds  wonderful  theajre,  whicli  has  been  fubje^  to  fo  maay  changes* 
The  lofty  eape  of  Pofilipo,  projefting  far  into  the  fea,  confifts  of  vol- 
canic matter.  Here  we  find  mountains  that  have  funk  j  and  there 
mountains  that  have  arifen.  HefcuUneum,  one  of  the  moft  antient 
Greek  towns  of  Italy,  wa»  firft  difcovered  in  the  prefent  century.  Por» 
tici  and  Refma  ftand  built  over  the  roofs  of  its  houfes ;  which  lay  ob» 
fcured,  ingulphed,  and  undifcovered,  more  than  feventeen  centu- 
ries :  and  each  of  thefe  places  is  daily  in  danger  of  being  fhaken  and 
ingulphed  like  Herculapieiiijv  Childrea  of  a  future  generation  perhaps 
will  rife  up,  and  build  over  their  f uids,  and  afbend  to  the  third  ftory^. 
over  thofe  who  now  Kve  in  the  fecond :  like  as  Herculaneum,  the 
ground  floor,  was  inhabited  till  the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Titus* 

In  the  fame  year,  the  79th  after  the  birth  of  Chrift,  the  antient  towa 

of  Pompeii  was  in  like  manner  deftroyed.     Pompeii  was  not  fituated 

c  immKediatel}r 
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immediately  where  the  difcharge  from  Mount  Vefuvius  was  the  great* 
eft  J  fo  that  it  was  overwhelmed  with  an  equally  deftrudive,  but  noj 
an  equally  high,  hill  of  afliesi  though ,  high  enough  to  fill  up,  and 
cover,  the  ftreets  and  houfes ;  and  to  fufier  the  town  to  remsdn  fevea* 
teen  hundred  years  unnoticed  beneath  the  heap* 

The  founding  of  Pompeii,  like  that  of  Herculaneum,  was  afcribed  to 
Hercules.  It  feems  to  have '  received  its  name  &om  hid  iriumphattc 
return  with  the  cattle,  which  be  brought  out  of  Spain  to  <tjc«pcq  :  a^ 
irofjiTTii  Tw  fiooav.  That  account  howeVer  is  the  moft  probable,  which 
tells  us  that  Fompeii^  as  well  aa  Herculaneum,  was  fifft  inhabited 
by  the  Ofci^  then  by  the  Tyrirhcnijjid  Pdafgi^  and  afterward  by  thic 
Samnites4  who,  like  othw  ecinquciifors,.  probably  wdre  exp^Uefd  by  the 
inhabkants  of  one  of  the  iielghbqurii)g;Gre,ek  tow^  *  .        .. 

Like  as  this  town  had  be§n  fubj^ft  .to  poljitical  revQlutions,  fa  did  it 
^ord  manifeft  tokens  of  the  revolutions  of  natufe  previous Jp  that 
^eftru^iv^  erupdon  of  the  year  79,  which  «jnc«led  it  &op[)iUieifi^t 
of  man.  It  appears,  however,  thit  ihjd  -aintieritirillidiiiot  iiiidfitftand 
thbfe  tokens  which  are  fo' indubitable.  .Tbe  hon&a.wfire.for  th^  moft 
part  built  on  a  bill ;  w^hich  hil}  coilfifts  of  vol^anid. matter^. and  dfee 
ftreets,  like  the  Appian  way,  were  pisived  with  Ia¥a«  ^      ,    >  .      ..  t .  . 

The  fitoatioQ  of  Pompeii  is  pka&nt  It  IkiTia  fuU  qui^dr  9£i(  league, 
from  the  fea,  and  half  a  league  from  Ca/i^U  a  M^i ;.  the  antieiiM  iSte^/>, 
-which  wasbbilt  under  this  hilb  at  therfouib  .lu%lfi:^of  ^t  htij.  bf 
NaplcfifJ  :  '  ^-  -     • '  / ,  .'-''''.':.      '  '• 

The  fertility  of  the  land,  aided*  by  the* mildnje£i  of  the  climate, aSbnls 
^6  prbduftiond  of  earth  iotfup^br  beauty  and  rith  pcofiifidai  \  I  yef- 
tenday^  faw  ro&4Mid6)  beginning  «d  btoilam/  ih  ji^e  tourt  ofan  antietit 
^^ilhcbear  Pomfyeii;  aijd,  m  th^  g|iKitea.(t)f  the.T!Hla,.tliedirirbl6  giDy. 
Howcr  dilfl  the  variegated^  ^^^  lati^rus^  ^rcf  ii  Uboixi.  .  Here  aod 
there,  I  faw  fifJM*  of  wheat,  beginnijig;  to  car;  -^attd  moft  pf-^ihe  txees, 
vrhidi  ihed  thek  leaves  in  aik^^mn^  hsudd-noi  jti  flied  d[cm^li^e.''Aft^ 

V'       '•''•■      ■•   •■ciuv.iiki;AE  ■  •■'  ■  ■-    ''     '   ■'^'  "■••I  ' 
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the  manner  of  the  country,  the  fields  are  planted  with  trees  and  vines 
in  regular  rows.  ^ 

We  met  with  a  broad  bed  of  lava,  between  Portici  and  Pompeii ; 
which,  in  the  year  1767,  fuddenly  guflied  from  two  hills,  Handing  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  and  ran  into  the  fea.  Similar  eruptions, 
may  have  contributed  to  give  new  limits  to  the  fea.  In  fad,  it  appears^ 
that  Pompeii  once  lay  immediately  on  the  fea  fhore.  Livy  relates  that, 
in  the  year  440  after  the  building  of  Rome,  and  330  before  the  birth 
of  Chrift,  a  Romifh  fquadron  landed  at  Pompeii.  1  grant  that  we  caa 
form  naeftimate  of  the  antient  extent  of  this  town,  while  only  fo  £maU 
a  part  of  it  fliall  be  uncovered:  but,  as  we  do  not  find  in  antient  authors 
Pompeii  defcribed  as  a  very  great  place,  I  therefore  conjefture  that  the 
prefling  forward  of  the  lava,  and  the  farther  embanking  of  the  afhes, 
may  have  contradted  the  boundaries  of  the  water. 

All  Pofilipo  took  birth,  in  early  ages,  from  the  eruptions  of  this  fiery 
mountain  )  although  there  is  no  hiftory  of  the  country  that  mentions 
-any  fuch  event ':  but » its. whole  fubftance  is  volcaruc  matter. 

This  volcanic -matter  is  of  very  different  kinds ;  which  muft  be  mofl: 
accurately  examined,  brfofe  any  true  judgment  can  be  formed,  from  vcr 
getation  and  its  progrefs,bf  the  time  when  the  entrails  of  the  mountain 
were  here  difg^rged;  Pure  lava  remains  fo  very  long  unfruitful  that 
^iiundteds,  or  probably  thoufands'of  years  may  have  jpaifed  away  j  but 
diedrbis  may  nniphfooner  moulder  to  earth,  or  be  mixed  with  the  foil. 
Whoever  would  eftimate  the  different  relations,  between  the  lava  and 
Xhtfcoria^  oiuft  take  into  the  account  tbe  different  fubftances^  of  different 
lavas ;  and  likew^fe  the  different^r/^,  dro&,  andafhes.  A  novice  myp- 
&lf  in  natural  hiftory,  I'  know  not  whether  the  fcience  of  t&e  greateft 
adepts  will  be  fufficient  to  iblve  fo  perplexed  a  problem^  Of  the  reality 
of  the  many  kinds  of  lava,  djx^fcoria^  my  oWn  eyes  have  convinced  me. 

The  eruption  of  the  year  x  767  appears  to  have  emitted  much  more 

fcoria,  than  lava;  and  more,  afbeai  xh^xtfcoria.     The  broad  bed,,  which 

it  produced,  already  begins  here  and  there  to  be  fcattered  with  vegeta* 

tiozu 
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tion.  It  is  known  how  much  the  growth  and  decay  of  grafs  con* 
tributes  to  the  growth  of  greater  plants.  The  tender  ramifications  of 
the  roots  bind  together  the  materials  round  which  they  entwine;  and 
the  putrefcencc  of  little  plants  promotes  the  vegetation  of  greater. 

We  alighted  from  our  carriage  at  that  part  of  the  town  which  waa 
firft  difcovered ;  ajid  here  we  faw  a  large  fquare  place,  the  interior  of 
which  contained  pillars  of  mafly  grandeur,  and  the  outer  part  confifted 
x)f  buildings.  A  deep  tiled  gutter  defcended  from  the  flat  roofs  of  the 
houfes,  which  were  higher  than  the  jwUars,  and  contributed  to  form  a 
covered  way:  but  thefe  pent-houfes,  as  well  as  the  roofs  themfelves, 
are  overloaded  with  the  afhes  of  Vefuvius.  The  guttered  pent-houfes 
that  have  been  difcovered  arc  large,  llrong,  and  handfomdy  conftrudt- 
cd*  The  pillars  are  of  flate-ftone ;  the  decorations  are  of  the  Doric 
order,  and  covered  below  with  a  deep  red,  and  above  with  a  white, 
plaiilen  This  plaifter,  both  in  colour  and  poliih,  is  a(loni(hingly  weli 
preferyed :  but  it  increafes  that  impreffion  of  infignificance  which  thefe 
pillars  produce  j  and  which^  beyond  doubt,  were  the  work  of  the 
Romans. 

This  place,  and  the  houfes  that  encfofe  it,  are  generally  fuppofcd  to 
have  been  the  quarters  of  the  Roman  foldiers.  Others  maintain  that 
the  place  wais  the  Forum  i  and  that  the  furrounding  places  were  built 
for  (hops. 

Near  this  place  are  the  ruins  df  a  large  th^tre  ;  which  is  likewife 
fuppofcd  by  fome  to  have  been  intended  for  the  Roman  foldiers.  An 
amphitheatre  would  have  rendered  this  opinion  more  probable :  though 
the  amphitheatres,  which  were  built  by  the  Romans  in  the  provinces, 
were  not  folely  deftined  to  the  recreation  of  the  foldiers. 

There  is  a  Roman  infcriptioa  on  a  projeding  wall  conneded  with 
the  theatre ;  which  wall  was  likewife  part  of  a  theatre  of  another  kind, 
that  is  concealed  under  the  hill  of  the  prefent  unremoved  rubbifh..  It 
was  called  an  Odium.  I  know  not  whether  any  antiquarian  have  acca- 
lately  defiaedthe  idea  that  the  antients  annexed  to  the  word  Odeum^ 

whiciv 
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which  is  evidently  derived  from  the  Greek  word  wVw :  an  ode,  bal- 
lad, or  fong.  The  Odea  were  no  doubt  appropriated  to  mufic :  but 
who  can  fay  that  this  Theatrum  teElum^  or  roofed  theatre,  was  an 
Odeum?  It  is  probable;  but  it  is  not  proved:  and  only  probable 
becaufe  the  dramatic  reprefentations  of  the  antients  were  exhibited  in 
open  theatres. 

The  Roman  magiftrates,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  this  people, 
bargained  with  a  contraftor,  a  clafs  of  men  whom  they  called  redemp^ 
tores ^  for  the  building  of  this  theatre :  as  the  infcription  teftifiea. 

C.  QVINCTIVS,  C.  F.  VALG* 
M.  PORCIVS.  M.  F. 
I  DVO.  VIR.  DEC.  DECK. 

THEATRVM.  TECTVM. 
FAC.  LOG.  EIDEMQ.  PROBL 

^(CajiiS  ^mitiuSy  CajiJUiui  FcJgius^  Marcus  Porcws^  Marci^lius,  Duovin  decHrion^s  (at 
dtcurionusn)  dicreverunt  Theatrum  teSum^facerc  locirunt^  eidemque  probirunt. 

There  ftill  are  confiderable  remains  of  a  temple  of  Ifis;  It  is  known 
that  the  Egyptian  idolatries,  and  particularly  the  myfteries  of  Ifis,  were 
frequently  mingled  with  thofe  of  the  Romans,  frequently  perfecuted,  and 
frequently  endured.  Wine  coagulated,  bread,  and  prepared  flcfli, 
were  found  in  a.fuppofed  chamber  of  the  priefts. 

Beyond  all  other  buildings,  for  its  high  antiquity,  which  have  beea 
difcovered  under  the  rubbifh  of  Pompeii,  are  the  ruins  of  ji  temple:  the 
large  Doric  pillars  of  which;  and  their  chapiters,  denote  the  very  early 
time  of  Greek  art ;  when,  in  half  rude  iimplicity  and  yet  uofbrmed, 
it  was  full  of  grandeur  and  ftrength ;  and,  in  th?  true  Doric  fpirit, 
difdained  all  ornament,  as  oflenfive.  This  fame  fpirit  l>Featbee  in  the 
Doric  dialefk  of  Pindar  and  Tbeoerkus ;  and,  if  we  may  believe  the 
teftimony  of  the  antients,  it  likewife  t^eathed  in  the  DoricvmufKS.       '■ 

This  part  of  the  town  was  terraced  on  unequal  grouftd^  j  for  which 
jeafon,  in  fome  houfes^  yoii^  front  the  ground  Boor  on  one  fide^ 
'Without  defending  a  ftair  cafe,  into  the  third  ftory  of  the  eppofite  Mc 

The 
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The  hill,  againft  which  the  buildings  of  the  town  leaned,  is  of  vol- 
canic matter,  and  contains  fcoria ;  among  which  fmall  ftones,  of  the 
lize  of  a  pea,  are  found,  but  which  are  not  all  fmooth  and  fpherical,. 
fome  of  them  feeming  to  have  been  cut,  by  art,  into  four-and-twenty 
equal  faces*  Time,  and  the  matter  of  which  they  are  compofed,  have 
produced  this  cryftallization*  I  own  I  fufpe£ted  this  to  be  a  deception  ; 
till,  by  fearching  among  the  drofs,  which  lies  on  the  little  hill,  I  dif^ 
covered  fimilar  ftones. 

All  the  houfes  have  a  fmall  courts  round  which  the  chambers  are 
built;  and  all  thefe  chambers  are  fmall,  and  low.  Some  muft  have 
beeti  rather  dark;  others  have  many  windows*  We  found  na 
chimney  place  in  any  one  of  them :  the  fmoke  of  the  kitchen  afcended 
through  a  fmall  aperture,  and  the  kitchens  were  narrow  and  dark*  The 
vapour  bath  was  generally  next  to  the  kitchen.  The  rooms  for  the 
flaves  were  below,  near  the  kitchen,  fmall,  and  dark;  as  might  well 
have  been  fuppofed,  from  the  fevere  manner  in  which  the  flaves  were 
treated.  The  doors  likewife,  in  the  upper  apartments,  were  generally 
fo  low  that  you  muft  bend  to  pafs  under  them. 

The  inhabitants  here  muft  have  had  time  to  fave  themselves  and  their 
furniture,  though  not  in  Herculaneum ;  becaufe  this  town  was  over- 
whelmed by  the  deftrudlion  of  the  mountain^  at  the  foot  of  which  it 
ftood,  before  it  was  buried  under  the  lava.  The  few  bonea  and  (kuUs, 
that  have  been  found  in  Pompeii,  may  be  thofe  of  perfons  who  were 
too  reludtant  in  their  flight:  the  bodies  of  prifoners,  chained  to* 
one  anothier,  have  likewife  been  difcovered.  Time  has  thickened 
the  afhe^,  and  condenfed  them  to  a  folid  body  ^  and  in  fdme  of  thefe 
eonfbUdated  aflbies  we  were  fhewn  deep  footfteps. 

The  chamber,  intended  for  the  cold  bath,  had  four  niches :  the  roof 
Was  in  the  form  of  a  cone,  and  had  an  opening  in  the  centre ;  which 
probably  was  intended,  as  ftill  may  be  fcen  in  baths  for  the  fick,  to  feat- 
tcr  water  in  ftreams  over  difeafed  limbs,. 

la 
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In  another  bath,  a  great  number  of  little  pitchers  of  falve  were 
found,  hanging  to  nails. 

In  a  vapour  bath,  we  faw  an  ornamental  half-round  niche,  vaulted 
in  the  form  of  an  open  fhell.  Sufficient  room  was  left,  between  the 
niche  and  the  wall,  to  fuffer  the  warm  furrounding  air  to  come  to  the 
back  of  the  niche,  and  perform  its  office* 

We  went  from  this  part  of  the  town  to  another,  which  was  at  fome 
diftance  ;  paffing  among  vineyards  and  over  ftreets,  the  rubbifti  of 
which  had  not  yet  been  cleared  away.  The  King  only  fuffers  that 
part  of  the  ground  that  belongs  to  him  to  be  cleared.  The  expence 
of  piirchafmg  the  lands,  under  which  the  antient  town  is  buried,  and 
of  the  fields,  upon  which  the  rubbifli  that  is  cjurried  away  muft  be 
heaped,  deterred  him  from  purfuing  the  undertaking  with  greater  ar- 
dour becaufe  of  the  extravagant  demands  of  their  owners.  Seventy- 
five  labourers  are  daily  employed  by  him  at  this  work. 

We  came  to  two  ftreets  the  houfes  of  which,  the  roofs  excepted, 
were  for  the  greateft  part  preferved.  The  ftreets  were  only  fix  paces 
wide ;  and,  in  the  hard  pavement  of  lava,  you  perceive  the  deep  ruts 
of  wheels.  A  large  houfe,  that  was  open  in  the  front,  and*  before 
the  centre  of  which  there  was  a  high  pedeftal,  where  probably  the  fta- 
tue  of  an  Emperor  flood,  was,  as  it  is  conjeftured,  a  cuftom  houfe. 
Another  houfe  appears  as  if  it  had  been  a  foap  manufadlory.  This 
conjecture  is  made  from  the  large  deep  kind  of  vats,  which  were  cut 
in  ftone  ;  and  from  the  chalk,  which  we  faw  lying  in  heaps. 

The  floors  of  feveral  houfes  were  inlaid  with  Mofaic  work  :  the 
walls  were  painted,  and  generally  with  vivid  colours  j  with  high  red, 
feldom  with  green,  frequently  with  a  dark  yellow,  but  moft  often  with* 
a  kind  of  blue  that  refembles  the  Pruflian  blue. 

On  thefe  floors  fmall  paintings  are  feen  j  which,  as  foon  as  they  are 
fprinkled  with  water,  recover  their  original  vivacity,  as  if  juft  traced 
by  the  pencil :  but  this  continues  only  a  few  minutes.     Without  the 

aid 
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aid  of  water,  they  are  of  a  dead  colour.  Some  of  the  landfcapcs  are 
excellently  touched ;  and  garlands  of  flowers  ferpentine  with  a  free 
and  tender  air.  Architeftural  (ketches  dcmonftrate  that  the  rules  of 
perfpeftive  were  not  fo  entirely  unknown,  to  the  antients,  as  is  generally 
believed.  Figures  of  men  and  cattle  are,  in  part,  very  beautiful  j  and 
others,  fufpended  in  the  air,  are  lovely  and  full  of  grace. 

Thofe,  who  fhould  judge  of  the  ftate  of  the  arts,  among  the  antients, 
from  the  pictures  found  on  thefe  walls,  would  draw  very  wrong  con* 
clufions.  How  falfc  would  that  eftimate  be,  of  the  modern  art  of 
painting,  which  ihould  be  made  from  the  pictures  found  in  the  houfes 
of  a  country  town  !  What  would  follow,  were  fuch  an  eftimate  to  be 
formed  from  the  paintings  in  frefco ;  which  we  meet  with  in  the 
houfes,  chapels,  and  churches  of  all  the  towns  of  Italy ;  inftead  of  ex- 
amining the  dignity  and  worth  of  the  immortal  matters,  whofe  works 
are  in  Genoa,  Parma,  Bologna,  Florence,  and  Rome  ? 

The  works  of  Zeuxis,  Apelles,  and  Protogenes,  are  entirely  loft* 
Thefe  and  others  would  be  no  lefs  ineftimable  than  the  works  of  the 
great  fculptors,  Phidias,  Praxiteles,  and  Lyfippus :  though  it  is  pro- 
bable that  no  work  of  theirs  is  now  to  be  found.  The  labours  o£ 
fculptors  of  an  inferior  wder,  among  the  antients,  have  never  yet  been 
equalled  by  our  mod  fambus  artifts. 

The  truth  is  that  the  honour  of  the  modem  chifTel  has  nev^ 
equalled  the  fame  of  the  modern  pencil ;  but  has  remained  at  a  mor- 
tifying diftance. 

Thefe  trifling  pictures  however  are  fome  proof,  in  favour  of  the  art 
of  painting  afnong  the  antients.  It  is  not  unjuft  to  judge  of  great 
things  by  ftnall.  If  the  works  of  the  dauber$  of  a  country  town, 
which  had  long  been  rather  Roman  than  Grecian,  could  attain  fo  much 
expreffioti,  and  fo  many  graces,  what  was  the  exalted  degree  of  beauty, 
Which  hatt  been  attained  by  tfhe  early  matters  of  a  favourite  art ;  whofe 
works  were  the  admiration  of  Corinth,  Sicy on,  Athens,  Tarentum,  Sy- 
racufe,  and  Agrigentum ! 

Vol.  II.  H  That 
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That  thefe  paintings  were  really  of  the  Roman  times  the  frequent 
repreferitations  of  gladiators  fufficiently  prove.  Who  is  ignorant  that 
the  iron  genius  of  Rome  rather  terrified  than  invited  the  tender*  Mufes, 
and  their  favourite  productions  ?  Thus  fled  the  affrighted  Galatea, 
from  the  rude  carefles  of  the  favage  Polyphemus. 

People  here  affen  that  an  amphitheatre  was  difcoverd  at  this  place 
in  the  lafl  King's  reign,  and  again  covered  up  ;  which  was  larger  tlian 
the  Flavian  amphitheatre,  or  Colofleum,  of  Rome.  The  Flavian  am- 
phitheatre was  the  greatefl  public  building  which,  till  that  time,  had 
ever  been  erefted  by  Rome.  It  was  begun  by  Vefpafian,  continued 
by  Titus,  and  completed  by  Domitian.  Yet  this  town  of  Pompeii, 
which  was  deftroyed  in  the  firfl  year  of  the  reign  of  Titiis,  was  poiTeiTed 
of  a  larger  amphitheatre  than  Flavian  !  An  abfurdity  like  this  is  undc- 
ferving  of  farther  remark. 

I  liften  with  aftonifhment,  when  I  am  told  that  an  antient  infcrip- 
tion,  which  was  difcovered  in  the  amphitheatre  of  Capua,  proves  that 
this  amphitheatre  was  built  in  the  time  -of  Vefpafian :  however  the 
amphitheatre  at  Capua  was  not  fo  large  as  the  Coloffeum  j  nor  waa 
Pompeii  fo  confiderable  a  city  as  C^ipua, 

All  the  infcriptions  th^t  I  have  feen  in.  Pompeii  are  Latin  :  in  Naples,, 
the  manners  an4  the  lan^age  of  Qreece  long  after,  this  continued  ta 

prevaiU 

He  mull  have  be^n  a,  good,  man  who  caufed.the  word  Salve j  Yon  are 
wefcp.roe,  to  be.  infcribed  in  mofaic  work  over  his  door..  W^  found  it 
at  the  entrances  of  two  hoijfes. 

Swinburne  read  an  infcription,  in  which  a  woman  offers,  her  houfe  to 
hire_  for  fhaimeful  purpqfqs ;  who  refers  for  her  charader  to,  the  .£dile, 
a  principal  oflScer  among  the  magiftr^tes  of  Rome.. 

An,  objeft  is  here  very  frequently  met  with,^  which  decency  dqes 
not  permit  me  to.  name.  T^ofe,  who  blindly  defend  the  antients^ 
may  ^xm  that  thefe  reprefentatipns  were  mingled  witlv  the  reli^ous 
ideas  of  the  ]^eople :  of  this.I  ^m  not  ignorant%. 

Ther 
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The  inhuman  rpe£kacle  of  the  gladiators  was  likewife  intended  to 
fliew  their  refpeft  for  the  dead,  and  to  honour  their  gods.  Falfe  reli- 
gion is  devifed  in  conformity  to  the  paffions  of  men :  it  therefore  flat- 
ters thefe  paffions.  Citing  the  example  of  their  Gods  and  Goddcfles, 
what  was  the  fpecies  of  cruelty  which  the  Greeks  and  Romans  might 
not  palliate  ?  Purity  of  heart,  benevolence,  and  love,  were  the  confe- 
quences  of  ihat  true  religion  by  which  they  were  taught.  We  found 
a  triclinium^  in  a  houfe,  which  was  cut  out  of  ftone.  Triclinium  was 
the  name  that  the  antients  gave  to  their  three-fided  couches  ;  on  which 
three  perfons  might  recline  and  eat  at  a  low  table.  They  were  covered 
with  cufhions.  The  triclinium  we  faw  had  fomething  like  the  follow- 
ing figure. 


Li 


At  one  end  of  the  town,  we  faw  tombs  j  before  fome  of  which 
BKcdra^  of  ftone,  ftood  :  which  was  the  name  of  half  circular  feats,  that 
would  contain  eight,  ten,  or  more  people*  The  antients  were  very 
fond  of  them :  they  likewife  called  xhtmfchola^  when  they  were  in- 
tended for  philofophical  difputes,  or  rhetorical  exercifes.  In  faa,  they 
arc  exceedingly  convenient  for  the  free  converfation  of  a  company  of 
people ;  becaufe,  from  their  circular  form^  they  might  each  fee  the 
countenances  of  the  whole.  Who  is  not  delighted  with  the  animation 
that  enlivens  the  phyfiognomy  of  the  perfon  fpeaking,  the  f^fAdl 
changes  which  the  features  aflume,  and  the  full  and  ife^ng  expreffion 
of  the  eye  :  efpecially  among  the  fouthern  nations,  the  countenances 
and  eyes  of  whom  are  fo  full  of  life  ?  And  how  much  is  loft,  when 
thefe  are  not  feen  ! 

The  following  infcription  was  on  the  arm  of  an  exedra  of  this  kind. 

MAMMIAE  P.  R  SACERDOTI.  PVPLICAE  LOCVS  SEPVLTVR. 
DATVS  DECVRIONVM.  I>ECRETO. 

Ha  "This 
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"  This  fepukhre  is  eredled,  by  the  decree  of  the  Dtcuriones^  to  the 
memory  of  Mammia,  daughter  of  Publius,  who  was  a  prieftefs/' 

The  tomb  of  this  pricftefs  was  feparated  from  the  exedra  by  a  little 
court ;  and,  facing  the  fepukhre,  hollow  terrific  mafks  of  baked  earth 
were  placed  ;  which  were  intended  to  ferve  as  lamps,  and  the  flaming 
mouths  and  eyes  of  which,  by  night,  muft  have  had  a  fearful  look* 

Might  not  their  probable  intention  have  been  to  avert  by  terror  the 
intrufion  of  curiofity,  or  the  avarice  of  the  robber  \  ' 

At  a  little  diftance  from  the  town,  there  is  a  country  houfe,  the 
whole  plan  of  which  is  not  vifible.  It  appears  to  have  belonged  ta 
fome  man  of  note  :  we  flattered  ourfelves  with  the  pleafmg  idea  that 
this  was  the  villa  which  Cicero  had  at  Pompeii  :  his  Pompeianum. 

This  country  feat^  like  the  houfes  of  the  town^  inclofed  a  court ;  the 
portico  of  which  had  an  angular  roof,  that  connedled  it  with  the  flat 
roofs  of  the  whole  building  ;  by  which  they  together  formed  a  covered 
way.  Thefe  pillars  were  likewife  covered  with  white  plaifter  above^ 
and  with  red  below.  We  met  with  lovely  little  pictures  in  the  cham* 
bets,  in  the  tafte  of  thofe  that  I  have  defcribed*  There  was  a  very 
pleafaat  figure^  in  a  private  chamber,  of  a  woman  with  the  prow  of  a 
£hip  in  her  right  hand,  and  a  cornucopia  in  her  left.  The  cornuco- 
pia  no  doubt  fignified  the  prolific  power  of  the  country :  but  what 
the  meaning  of  the  prow  of  the  fhip  was  is  not  fo  eafy  to  difcoven 
The  image  of  Stercutius^y  the  God  of  manure,,  for  even  manure  had 
its  God,  could  certainly  not  have  been  fo  lovely. 

Some  of  the  apartments  were  confiderably  large ;  at  leaft  when  com- 
pared to  the  fmall  chambers  of  the  houfes  in  the  town.  The  habita- 
tion of  the  Villicujr^  or  fteward^  was  near  the  houfc  of  the  mafl:er.  In 
this  houfe  Swinburne,  a  traveller  of  credibility  and  obfervation,  foimd 
fome  glafs  in  a  windowf  ♦ 

*  Likewife  called  StercuHus  and  Stercutuu 

f  Swinburne's  Travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  vol.  ui.  p^  15^.    The  words  of  Swinburne 
are —^'  In  the  window  of  a  bedchamber,  fome  panes^  of  ^a&  are  ftill  remainxn;.^    T. 

7  The 
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The  long  contefted  queftion,  whether  the  ufe  of  glafs  windows  were 
or  were  not  knowi^  to  the  antients,  ha$  beea  decided  in  their  favour. 

This  houfe  is  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  jmd  has  three  (lories,  on 
the  fide  toward  the  gardeo,  built  over  the  kitchen,  ^nd  the  appertaining 
apartments  :  you  ftep  into  the  court  from  the  fecond  ftory. 

The  garden  is  not  large  j  and  in  this  fmall  place  there  was  a  little 
fquare  pond,  in  the  middle  of  which  a  fountain  rofe.  There  was  like- 
wife  a  garden  houfe,  the  pillars  of  which  are  ftill  (landing.  After  a  lapfe 
of  feventeen  hundred  years,  this  garden  once  again  Is  cultivated.  We 
found  many  double  gilliflowers  in  it,  and  peach  trees  in  bloom. 

There  is  a  perfon  that  lives  in. the  houfe  of  the  ViUicus^  who  is  pro- 
bably anoverfeer  of  the  workmen. 

Under  three  fides  of  the  garden  wall,  a  handfome  broad  cellar  runs  ; 
in  which  are  feveral  large  amphora^  or  earthen  veffels.  Nine  bodies 
were  found  in  this  cellar. 

It  is  probable  that  men,  in  the  confufion  and  angui(h  of  their  miads% 
ran  here  to  proted  themfelves  when  the  (hower  of  hot  a(hes  began. 

The  body  of  a  man  was  found  in  the  houfe,  who  had  a  purfe  of  mo- 
ney in  his  hand. 

Were  we  but  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  owner  of  this 
villa,  we  might  then  better  compare  the  manner  of  living  among  the 
antients,  with  our  own»  than  we  poilibly  can  as  it  is»  Moft  of  the 
houfes,  in  the  two  ftreets  of  the  town,  that  have  been  uncovered, 
appear  to  have  belonged  to  artifans  :  as  fuch,  they  are  not  bad.  In 
one  houfe>  feveral  books  and  furgical  indrunaents  were  found.  It  be- 
bnged  no  doubt  to  a  phyfician,  and  is  better  built  than  the  others.  Still 
however  it  appears  that  the  houfes  of  the  antients  po(re(red  fewer  con- 
veniences than  tho£e  of  the  moderns.  1  afcribe  this  difference  to  the 
mildnefs  of  the  climate  of  the  fouth ;  and  to  the  manner  of  liv'ng 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans^  who  never  faw  company  except  at 
their  meals. 

The  mind  U  impreffed  with  very  peculiar  feelings,  on  wandering 

through 
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through  thefe  dwellings  of  times  of  yore.  The  recolledion  of  their 
antiquity,  and  of  the  fearful  accidents  of  nature  by  which  three  towns 
were  deftroyed,  aflbciates  itfelf  with  the  Ihades  of  feventeen  centuries : 
fliades  which,  over  the  buried  habitations  of  their  forefathers,  wander 
for  a  moment  and  then  vanifh. 

Xma;  ovaq  a»^^wxoi '  &»!  irof  aty^a 
Aioairro;  exSii, 

Km  iMOdxoi  CMiv. 

PiKD.  Pjrth.  viii.  cp.  5. 

Child  of  a  day  !  What  art  thou,  man  ? 
A  dream  of  fliadows  i  nothing  more  : 
Unlefs  the  Gods  impart  a  ray 
That  gives  thee  light,  and  gives  thee  life. 


LETTER     LXXII. 

Napkt,  19th  March  1792* 

iN  OT  only  nature  but  the  works  of  men,  lA  thefe  countries, 
|)refent  us  with  enigmas  ;  which  neither  the  knowledge  of  antiquity 
can  folve,  nor  penetration  difcover,  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  under- 
ftanding.  We  do*  not  only  aik.  When  did  the  Pofilipo  rife  up  ?  From 
what  eruption  ?  And  out  of  what  volcano  ?  Where  is  the  burning 
mountain,  the  entrails  of  which  produced  this  lofty  cape  ?  We  likewife 
demand  what  hand  of  man  was  it  that  cut  through  thefe  materials, 
after  they  had  become  as  hard  as  ftone,  for  the  fpace  of  nine  hundred 
and  fixty  paces  ?  To  what  end  ?  In  what  age  ?  , 

Through  the  hill  of  tufa  ftone,  which  lies  on  the  north  of  Naples, 
was  this  prodigious  paffage  cut !  A  paifage  which,  under  the  name  of 

the 
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the  catacombsr,  was  indeed  lefs  celebrated  than  the  catacombs  of  Rome  : 
though,  I  am  well  aflured,  for  I  have  not  feen  the  latter,  that,  by  their 
height  and  their  relative  labour,  for  they  are  not  walled  but  cut  in  the 
done,  they  are  .more  remarkable  than  thofe  of  Rome,  notwithftanding 
that  they  are  not  fo  great  in  their  circumference.  The  enigma  concerning 
thefe  catacombs  would  not  have  been  equally  difEcuh,  had  thofe  who 
made  the  inquiry  been  pleafed  to  prefer  the  probable  to  the  miraculous: 
or  reafonable  conjefture  to  abfurd  hypothefis. 

One  fable  clings  to  another ;  like  the  bats  of  Homer,  that,  in  long 
rows,  hang  one  by  the  other  from  the  rocks,  and,  as  foon  as  one  quits 
his  hold,  the  reft  all  fly,  hilfing,  into  their  holes. 

A  mifconception  of  a  pafTage  of  this  great  poet,  and  the  paflage 
which  perhaps  would  leaft  lead  to  mifconception,  gave  rife  to  the  fable 
of  the  caverns  inhabited  by  the  Cimmerii.  Homer  tells  us  that  the  em- 
pire of  Death,  and  the  cells  of  the  Cimmerii,  were  at  the  utmoft  bound* 
of  the  deep  ftreaming  ocean* 

*H  (i.e.  vaui)  i'ig  TsifoS  titave  $aBvppoH  ouuohkhq'' 

'Hcp(  MM  ve  ^sKjf  )is»a>jffJtfASvoi'  dc/3c  tot  Amng 
'HeXio;  ^asdttK  e^iJe^MToi  aMTtnca-iVy 
'OwJ'  otot'  av  ruxwi  'X^oi  ov^cam  artfoena^ 
'Oi/J'  orav  aj'  Iti  ycuoM  av*  "oi/favoSCT  TrfOTfaTnrcu" 
*A^x'  ivi  wi  ixgii  rnarai  inborn  ^f  orot^iu 

Odjttl  b.  zi.  ij^ 

When  lo  f  we  reached  oldocean'is  utmoft  bounds, 
Where  rocks  controul  his- waves  with  ever  during  mounds*. 
There  in  a  lonely  land,  and  gloomy  cells. 
The  dufky  nation  of  Cimmerta  dwells  5 
The  fun  ne'er  views  th*"  uncomfortable  feats>. 
When  radiant  he  advances,  or  retreats  i 
Unhappy  race  !  whom  endlefs  night  invades^. 
Clouds  the  dull  air,,  and  wraps,  themround  ia  (hades.- 

BopE^  Odi  hi  xHt!.  l^ 
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Well,  the  end  of  this  deep  ftreaming  ocean  was  difcovered  !  And 
wher^  ?  In  the  little  Lucrine  lake  !  And  becaufe.  the  fun  was  feen  to 
rife  and  iCt  over  its  infignificant  waters,  like  as  it  did  over  thofe  of  the 
fea,  the  Cimmerians  lived  concealed  in  gloomy  cells,  where 

The  fun  ne'er  views  th'  uncomfortable  feats, 
When  radiant  he  advances  or  retreats ! 

A  pferfon  of  the  name  of  Ephorus  either  invented  the  tale,  maintained 
it,  or  related  it  fuch  as  it  had  been  told  to  him  ;  and  after  him,  it  was 
repeated  by  Strabo ;  and  thenceforward  we  hear  of  nothing  but  the 
fubterranean  Cimmerii :  fo  that  wherever  a  cave  was  difcovered,  there 
traces  of  the  groping  Cimmerii  were  fought.  All  this  happened  be- 
caufe it  was  not  perceived  vvith  what  fagacity  Homer  concealed  the 
dread  horrors  of  his  fcene,  in  the  clouded  fables  of  midnight  darknefs. 
Oh  !  how  long  have  the  fpedacled  commentators  of  the  dignified  blind 
poet  ingenioufly  groped  after  his  meaning! 

Foolifli  however  as  this  tale  is,  according  to  which  the  Cimmerii  in- 
habited the  catacombs  of  Naples,  that  opinion  is  ftill  more  abfurd  which 
afcribes  thefe  catacombs,  as  well  as  thofe  at  Rome,  to  the  primitive 
Chriftians.  That  they  (hould  affemble  in  fubteitanean  places  like 
thefe  to  worfhip  their  God,  during  the  times  of  perfecution  under  the 
Heathen  Emperors,  is  fufEciently  probable.  Some  altars  and  pictures 
appear  to  prove  this  opinion.  But  that,  in  the  very  times  of  perfe- 
cution, they  fhould  be  able,  fecretly,  to  afferiible  arid  perform  labours 
fo  prodigious  as  thefe  is  of  all  abfurd  cbnje(^ures  thie  tooft  abfurd. 

It  is  likewife  probable  that  many  martyrs  were  buried  here :  for 
your  eye  convinces  you  that  the  catacombs  were  public  burial  places. 
To  this  we  may  add  it  is  poffible  that,  when,  at  length,  fhe  Chriftians 
ceafed  from  being  perfecuted,  they  occ^ifloriaily  aflenibled  here  to  per- 
form their  rites,  in  memory  of  thefe  *Martyrs  ;  and  that  the  altars  and 
pi(^ires  are  of  later  ages  than  thofe  of  the  Pagan  perfecution. 

The 
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The  catacombs  of  this  place  confift  of  three  fubterranean  vaultings, 
one  over  the  other :  the  undermoft  is  falling  to  decay.  The  two  up- 
permoft  have  likewife,  in  feme  and  perhaps  in  many  places,  been  injured 
by  time.  If  is  maintained  that  thefe  paffages,  which  branch  them- 
felves  out  in  many  dire<Stions,  lead  to  feveral  places ;  to  Capua,  Bene* 
vento,  PozzuoK,  and  Pofilipo.  On  both  fides  of  the  vaults  there  are 
cavities,  cut  over  one  another,  each  of  which  might  contain  a  body. 
Skulls  and  bones  have  been  found  in  great  numbers.  Many  of  them  are 
of  very  late  times  ;  nay  fome  are  the  confe<)uence  of  the  laft  plague^  with 
which  the  city  of  Naples  was  vifited  thirty  years  ago.  The  body  of  a 
man,  who  was  a  keeper  of  the  catacombs  at  that  time,  has  been  entirely 
preferved  ;  and  this  gave  occafioh.'to  a  modem  traveller,  who,  with  the 
love  of  truth  ind  information,  vifited  thefe  places,  to  imagine,  at 
the  fight  of  this  body,  that  travellers  have  frequently  been  plun- 
dered  and  murdered  in  the  catacombs :  a  fuppofition  which  was  en- 
tirely groundlefs. 

The  opinion  that  this  vwtk  was  firft  undertaken  in  order  to  procure 
ftones,  for  the  building  of  the  city,  appears  to  me  probable.  It  may 
very  well  have  happened  that,  in  later  times>  the  bodies  of  the  people, 
or  perhaps  of  their  flaves,  were  interred  here.  After  the  paflages  had 
once  been  cut,  it  coft  but  littte  trouble  to  cut  graves,  on  both  fides,  in 
the  ftone.  The  catacombs  of -Rome  are  not  cut  in  the  rock ;  but  fand 
has  been  dug  from  them,  mixed  with  volcanic  allies ;  which  are  found 
at  Rome  in  great  quantities.  Thefe  the  Romans  mixed  with  their 
Jime  ;  and  by  this  means  produced  an  excellent  mortar.  The  mixture 
of  volcanic  aflies  with  fand  is  at  prefent.  called /(?2Ksc?/^^tf;  bccaufe  fuch 
mixtures  are  found  in  great  quantities  at  Pozzuoli,  and  thefe  of  all 
others  are  the  beft. 

The  darknefs  of  the  catacombs,  the  clofenefs  of  the  humid  air,  and 
the  dead  men's  bones,  which  the  fpcflator  difcovers  by  the  glimmering 
light  of  the  torch,  add  terror  to  terror. 

Vol.  II.  I  The 


58  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG, 

The  road  to  death  has  always  a  terrifying  afpe£t ;  and  the  ruins 
of  thefe  fepulchral  holes,  for  the  bodies  of  inen,  are  additionally 
terrific.  >r       . 

Whenever  the  poets  of  the  antients,  even  in  their  moft  jocund  mo- 
ments, recolledt  the  darknefs  of  the  grave,  they  fhudder  at  the  thought. 
The  rofy  goblet,  and  the  melody  of  the  harmonious  lyre,  are  no  guard 
againft  this  evil.  In  vain  did  the  Epicurean  endeavour  to  baniih  the 
thoughts  of  death  !  Nature  was  true  to  her  own  emotions.  You  can- 
not, like  Alexander,  with  Bucephalus,  fo  place  her  that  her  ihadow 
may  not  be  perceptible.  More  audacious  and  proud  than  the  fcholars  of 
Epicurus,  the  Stoics  fpurned  at  and  baniflied  nature  ;  but  could  not 
efcape  being  trampled  on  and  fpurned  in  return. 

**  But  the  people  which  fat  in  darknefs  faw  great  light ;  and  to  them^ 
**  that  dwell  in  the  region  and  fhadow  of  Death  light  is  fpruog  up*.'*  * 

The  lamp  of  godlike  hope,  though  under  a  cloud,  burnt  from  gene- 
ration to  generation  ;  fed  with  the  oil  of  Heaven. 

"  But  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  was  at  hand.'*  '  The  wifdom  and  the 
love  of  God,  concealed,  in  the  form  of  man,  appeared  vifibly  on  earth  ; 
it  then  defcended  to  the  grave,  and  afterward  rofe  viftorious,  and  en- 
lightened and  cheered  the  nations  !  Before  this  light,  the  fhadows  of 
the  valley  of  Death,  and  all  its  phantoms,  vanifhed  ! 

Tender  virgins,  dauntlefs,  met  the  terrors  of  death,  in  its  moft  tre- 
mendous forms,  with  fmiles  and  fongs  of  thankfgiving  !  And,  feven- 
teen  centuries  having  pafled  away,  the  facred  poet  thus  fang : 

Schiveig  denn  du  «  thrane  die  in  nvehmuih  irofi  nveinety 
Macb  das  berz  nicht  iveich  !  trojie  nicht  tnebr  ! 

Ift  am  ziel  denn  nicht  vollendung  ? 

Nicbt  im  thale  des  todes  wonnegefang  T 

Klopst.  Mcff.  XX.  gcf. 


*Matt.iv.  i6* 


Ceafe 
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Ceafe  then  the  tears  that  comfort^  yet  afflt£k  i 
Enfeeble  not  thy  heart !  complain  no  more  I 
Will  not  thy  mortal  forrows  quickly  ceafe, 
And  fongs  immortal  cheer  the  vale  of  death  ? 


I 


LETTER    LXXIII. 

Naples,  2  2d  March  1792. 

HAVE  vifited  the  Royal  Mufeum,  which  is  at  Portici : 
but  do  not  exped  from  me  an  account  of  all  its  curiofities ;  much  lefs 
an  accurate  defcription  of  fo  many  objeAs  that  are  worthy  the  notice 
of  a  lover  of  aqtiquity.     To  fuch  a  perfon,  no^nufeum  in  Europe  is 
more  interefting  than  this.     The  Mufeum-Qementinum-Pium  con- 
tains works  of  art  that  are  much  more  perfed  :  but  fimilar  rarities  are 
to  be  found  in  the  individual  coUe^ions.of  the. principal  Romans, 
• ..  It  may  be  rejnaarked  that  the  |ove  of  the  arts  is  not  inimical  to  the 
love  of  antiquity.     From  the  writings  of  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans 
we  become  acquainted  with  their  manner  of  thinking,  and  of  feeling  ; 
with  their  morals^  and  cufloms ;  yet  we  frequently  find  a  want  of  the 
vifible  infpedlion  of  thefe  cu(lom,s«     Ai)d,  as  thef'e  is  nothing  among 
mqn  which  is  not  related  to  the  thipgs  around  them,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  manners  and  cuftoms.  alternately  elucidate  each  other; 
and  that  a  view  of  the  houfehold  furniture  of  the  antients  will  render 
many  paflages  in  their  writeri  intelligible.     Thus  the  great  colledlion 
cf  lamps,  which  were  difcovered  after  being  buried  in  rubbMi  feventeen 
centuries,  will  ihew  the  manner  in  which  the  antients  lighted  their 
houfes. 

Thofe,  who  accufe  obfervations,  which  they  do  not  find  interefting 
to  themfelves,  of  being  barren,  do  but  prove  the  bafrennefs  of  their. 

I  2  own 
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own  underftanding ;  which  cannot  difcorer  the  connexion,  and  aflb- 
ciation,  of  objefts  with  each  other. 

This  great  Mufeum  contains  nothing  but  the  articles  that  have  been 
found  in  the  three  towns  of  Herculaneum,  Pompeii,  andStabia. 

In  the  court  of  the  caftle  of  Portici  there  are  two  equeftrian  ftatues : 
one  of  Marcus  Balbus,  the  Romaa  Pr-acoolul  and  Procurator  in  Her* 
culaneum  ;  and  the  other  of  his  fon.  The  ftatues  are  beautiful ;  and 
the  horfes,  like  moft  of  the  horfes  of  antient  art,  though  not  blaraelefs, 
are  full  of  life.  They  are  of  white  marble,  atkl  I  believe  are  unique  in 
their  kind  :  at  leaft,  all  the  antient  ftatues  of  horfes  before  them,  that  I 
have  feen,  were  of  bronze.  It  is  faid  that  the  fentinels  ufed  to  require 
every  man,  as  he  paffed  thefe  horfes,  to  take  off 'his  hat*  Thcfe  ftatues 
were  a  decoration  to  the  theatre  in  Herculaneum* 

In  the  court  of  the  Mufeum  there  is  a  horfe  of  bronze,  which  af>- 
pears  to  me  to  be  more  beautiful  than  thofe  of  marble.  It  is  of  the 
fize  of  life  ;  and  is  the  only  one  preferved  of  a  chariot  and  four,  that 
ftood  over  the  theatre. 

Two  large  pillars,  written  over  with  the  names  of  Greek  places^ 
ftood  in  the  town  of  Herculaneum  :  their  purpofe  was  to  tell  the  dif- 
tance  to  each  place. 

A  fmall  handmill,  difcovered  in  StaUa,  has  ferved  as  a  model  for 
mills  which  the  prefent  Pope  has  ordered  to  be  made  ;  which  it  i$  af- 
ferted  produce  better  oil  and  in  greater  quantities  than  the  oil-preffefi 
in  common  ufe :  becaufe  they  do  not  crufli  the  ftone  of  the  berry*. 

We  faw  fome  earthen  veflels ;  which  feem  to  have  been  intended 

*  Giovanni  Prefta>  a  fcienttfic  man  in  GkilUpoIi,  maintains,  on  the  ccNitrary^  that  the 
modem  oil-prefs  has  much  the  advantage  of  the  antient ;  and  that  Cato  and  Columella 
are  miilaken,  when  they  maintain  that  the  cmftiing  of  the  ftone,  which  likewife  affords 
oil,  is  injurioue.  He  has  made  many  experiments,  and  appears  to  underftand  the  fabjedt* 
His  well  written  tra£t  is  entitled — Memoria  iniomo  a  i  feffanta  due  faggi  diverfi  di  Mo  pre* 
feniaii a  la  Aiaefla  di  Ferdinando  IF.  id  efame critico  del  ant'teo frar^oio  trovato  a  Siabia,  *'  An 
.  *'  account  of  fixty-two  experiments,  made  on  oil,  and  prefented  to  his  Majefty  Ferdinand 
•«  IV.  with  a  critical  enquiry  concerning  the  antient  oil-pref{»  difcovered  at  Stabia.** 

n  for 
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for  the  cages  of  little  animals,  that  probably  were  to  be  fattened.  They 
had  a  lattice  door,  at  top ;  and,  within,  fmall  places  for  food,  and 
waten  I  fufped  that  the  antients,  like  the  Itdians,  fed  on  the  little 
animal  which  we  Germans  call  fea  pigs  * :  becaufe  they  are  brought 
over  fea.  It  is  a  kind  of  medium  between  the  rabbit  and  the  rat ;  and 
has  the  form  and  the  grunt  of  the  pig.  Was  this  the  glis  of  the  Ro- 
mans? 

Furniture  of  every  kind  is  found  in  the  apartments.  It  were  to  be 
wiflied  that  their  forms  were  more  publicly  known.  You  have  feen  the 
beautiful  work,  in  which  engravings  are  given  of  the  paintings  of  Her- 
culaneum.  The  whole  Mufeum  ought  thus  to  be  engraved  :  yet  how 
great  would  be  the  labour,  and  the  length  of  time  it  would  require  ! 
But  how  few  are  capable  of  undertaking  fuch  a  work  !  Single  figures, 
accompanied  by  different  quotations  from  the  antient  writers,^  would 
make  many  pafTages  intelligible  ;  which,  through  the  confulion  of 
former  commentaries,  are  continually  dark. 

The  bronze  veiTels  of  facrifice  are  of  great  bpauty.  How  noble  and 
how  iimple  are  their  forms  !  How  elegant  the  embelliihments,  and  fre- 
quently how  full  of  meaning  !  A  leSifternium  of  bronze,  on  whicli* 
cuihions  for  recumbent  deities  were  placed,  which  were  publicly  ex-- 
pofed  in  times  of  misfortune,  and  on  which  food  was  put,  is  wrought 
and  ornamented  with  truly  antique  fimplicity. 

The  balance  with  one  fcale,  and  the  balance  with  two,  were  equally 
known  to  the  antients.  The  weights  were  fome  of  them  in  the  form 
of  the  heads  of  the  Emperors.  This  probably  was  to  denote,  in  a  vifi- 
ble  manner,  that  they  had  been  examined  and  proved  by  the  ma- 
giftracy. 

A  flender  tripod,  of  bronze,  denotes  by  its  elegance  the  high  value 
which  the  Greeks,  as  early  as  the  time  of  Homer,  fet  upon  tripods. 

They  made  their  lamps  in  a  thoufand  different  forms :  fome  are  very 
elegant,  fome  are  bbicene,  and  many  are  both.  It  is  natural  to  give  a 
form  that  is  flattering  to  the  eye,  to  a  p^ece  of  furniture  which  is  to 

♦  Guinea  pigs,  I  fuppofc.  ^  T. 

afford 
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afford  light.  The  unfortunate  propenfity  to  the  obfcene  was  equally 
xommon  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  They  had  high  lights  for 
many  of  their  lamps. 

A  large  colledion  of  furgical  inftruments  reminded  me  of  thofe 
which  were  difcovered  fome  years  ago,  in  a  camp,  in  the  North : — ^A 
prince,  who  had  a  lively  imagination,  endeavoured  to  make  his  fubje£ts 
believe,  though  in  vain,  that  they  had  been  brought  by  the  enemy 
againft  them  as  inftruments  of  torture. 

The  faftcnings  of  the  doors  appeared  to  me  awkward,  and  their  keys 
clumfy.     The  Italian  lockfmiths  to  this  day  are  unfkilful. 

The  dice,  like  thofe  of  the  moderns,  were  marked  with  points.  Like 
the  dice  of  gamblers  at  prefent,  fome  of  them  were  heavier  on  one  fide 
than  on  the  other. 

The  tickets  of  admiflion  to  places  in  the  theatre  were  of  ivory,  and 
of  various  forms.  Thefe  tickets  were  called  by  the  Romans  teffera ; 
and,  on  one  of  thefe,  there  was  the  name  of  the  tragic  poet  ^fchylus, 
in  the  Greek  character :  others  of  them  were  numbered. 

They  had  various  vafes  of  glafs,  many  cut  drinking  glaffes,  and  little 
vials  of  blue  glafs.  This  is  a  proof  that  they  were  acquainted  with 
different  compofitions  of  glafs.  Some,  of  a  dark  colour,  is  fo  hard  that 
glafs  may  be  cut  with  it,  as  with  a  diamond.  A  glafs  urn,  for  pre- 
ferving  the  afhes  of  a  dead  perfon,  was  included  in  another  of  terra-- 
<otta ;  and  this  again  was  cafed  in  a  third  vafe  of  lead.  Here  we  fee 
likewife  paintings  on  glafs,  the  colours  of  which  are  tranfparent.  The 
•panes  of  glafs  that  were  found  in  the  villa  at  Pompeii  are  exhibited  in 
"the  Mufeum  :    they  are  of  very  thick  glafs. 

The  writing  defks  of  the  antients,  which  we  faw,  refembled  ours. 
They  ufed  pens  of  wood ;  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  had  no  flit. 
That  they  had  been  preferved  in  glafs  drawers  was  what  I  could  not 
fufficiently  examine.     We  likewife  faw  wafers,  and  wafer-feals. 

How  glad  (hould  I  have  been  to  have  taken  the  forms  of  antient 
tigricukural  inftruments,  for  the  information  of  ojur  Vofs ! 

The  coUedlion  of  the  Jfurniture  of  the  baths  is  very  confiderable. 

Here 
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Here  you  find  a  quantity  of  wetting  and  drying  utenfils,  and  cloths. 

"We  faw  a  vafe,  which  greatly  refembled  our  tea-pot :  its  pleafing 
form  has  already  been  imitated  by  the  Engliih. 

Another  vafe  has  the  advantage  of  this,  becaufe  it  cannot  eafily  be 
thrown  down  :  it  is  of  bronze*  Round  a  fmall  fquare  hearth,  for  coals, 
a  wall  runs,  which  has  four  corner  towers,  that  may  be  opened  to  admit 
water.     Below,  on  the  foremoft  wall,  is  a  tube  with  a  fpout. 

A  complete  fet  of  ornaments,  for  a  modern  lady,  might  be  coUei^ed 
out  of  this  mufeum :  at  leafl  for  a  lady  who  (hould  be  dreiling  for  a 
mafquerade.  Here  (he  would  find  bracelets,  and  necklaces  of  gold, 
ear-rings  of  pearl,  rings  for  the  fingers,  and  many  more  baubles. 

Paint  itfelf  would  not  be  wanting :  pardon  me  for  ufing  the  com- 
mon name,  inftead  of  the  more  refined  term,  rouge :  for  paint  itfelf  has 
been  preferved.  It  was  contained  in  a  little  box  of  cryftal,  and  has 
perfeftly  the  appearance  of  the  rouge  of  Paris.  My  lady  here  too 
might  find  large  needles,  and  combs  of  ivory,  with  ivory  fpindles,  to* 
deck  her  out  for  the  mafquerade. 

A  marble  buffet  might  have  been  miflaken  for  a  piece  of  modern^ 
furniture. 

A  kitchen   fire  place,  difcovered  in  Herculaneum,  has  been  ufed 
as  a  model  of  imitation;  under  it  are*  fmall  arches,  to  contain  tha 
coals ;  which  take  but  little  room,  and  can  heat  many  veflels  at  once. 
The  utenfils  of  the  kitchen  are  of  earth,  copper,  and  brafs. 

But  little  armour  has  been  found :  the  helmets  are  handfome,  em-* 
belli£hed  with  figures,  but  intolerably  heavy ;  which  proves  they  could 
not  have  been  in  common  ufe. 

A  horrid  kind  of  iron  fetter,  or  ftock,  was  found.  It  may  be  about 
four  ells  long ;  and  was  fo  formed  that  ten  prifoners  might  be  chained 
by  the  leg,  each  leg  feparately,  by  the  Aiding  of  a  flender  bar.  Say 
what  we  will  in  defence  of  the  Pagans,  they  were  cruel. 

Various 'kinds  of  Eatables  are  yet  very  cognizable :  fuch  as  dried  figs^ 

almonds, 
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almonds,  walnuts,  beans,  lentils,  pine  nuts,  thickened  oil,  and  thick  red 
wine :  all  endeavours  to  render  any  of  thcfe  fluid  have  been  vain. 

The  body  of  a  woman,  whofe  fkull  is  preferved,  was  found  among 
the  afhcs.  Time,  by  having  confolidated  the  afties,  had  evidently  occa- 
fioned  an  impreffion  to  be  taken  of  one  of  her  breads.  She  was  adorn^ 
ed  with  golden  bracelets,  and  with  a  necklace  of  gold* 

Small  houfehold  Gods,  of  bronze,  are  forae  of  them  of  inferior 
workmanfhip.  ♦ 

Among  the  gold  and  copper  coins,  fome  are  very  rare* 

Cameos,  and  intaglios,  of  precious  ftones  were  found ;  and  likewife 
fome  of  glafs  compofition. 

Among  the  bulls  of  marble  and  bronze,  there  is  a  fine  one  of  the 
firft  Scipio  Africanus  j  which  we  recognize  by  the  wound  on  the  head, 
and  by  the  refemblance  to  thofe  at  Rome. 

A  drunken  Faun,  and  a  Mercury  feated,  both  of  bronze,  are  of  fin« 
gular  beauty.  The  Faun  lies  fhouting  on  a  lion's  Ikin,  with  a  barrel 
that  ferves  him  for  a  cuftiion.  If  you  cover  the  under  part  of  the 
countenance,  laughter  is  ftill  evident  in  his  intoxicated  eyes :  fo  that 
thoie  who  look  mufl  likewife  laugh. 

Some  of  the  mofaic  works  are  beautiful ;  and  the  two  moft  beautiful 
have  the  name  of  the  artift  ^icaxs^iJfis  ^afxio^  iiromn*  The  work  of 
Diofcurides,  of  Samos. 

DiflTerent  fun  dials  are  very  rude :  a  fingle  crooked  hook  cafts  the 
fhade.  The  time  of  the  day  is  not  denoted  by  numbers.  One,  which  is 
very  fmall,  has  the  figure  of  the  hind  quarter  of  a  pig  j  the  tail  of 
which,  inftead  of  the  hook,  cafts^the  (hade. 

I  have  expedled  the  leaft  inftrudion  from  what  others  have  hoped 
the  moft:  I  mean  the  books.  The  manner  which  has  been  inventedi 
of  feparating  the  leaves,  which  were  rolled  together  and  fcorched  by 
the  afhes,  is  very  ingenious.  You  will  find  the  machine  that  is 
»{ed  for  unrolling  them   excellently  defcribed,  and  drawn,  in  the 

Tfavels 
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Travels  of  Mr.  Bartel  *.  It  is  wonderful  that  they  {hould  have  done 
fo  much  as  has  been  done.  A  manufcript,  on  the  efFedis  of  mufic,  is 
in  preparation.  The  conjectures  on  paffages,  where  whole  words  or 
letters  are  wanting,  are  to  be  printed  in  red  ink,  and  fubjedled  to  the 
general  judgment  of  the  learned.  A  moral  enquiry,  concerning  virtue 
and  vice,  will  likewife  be  entirely  copied.  We  faw  two  men  employe^ 
at  prefent :  the  one  on  a  work  on  Rhetoric,  by  one^Philodemusj  and 
the  other  on  an  'enquiry  concerning  Political  Economy. 

The  number  of  manufcripts  difcovered  is  almoft  fixteen  hundred  : 
they  are  burnt  black  j  and,  were  it  not  for  the  tender  manner  in  which 
they  are  handled,  would  crumble  to  afhes.  The  antients  rolled  their 
manufcripts  fo  that  the  beginning  of  the  work  lay  wound  up  in  the  mid- 
dle ;  and  the  unrolling  muft  commence  with  the  conclufion  :  fo  that 
they  are  obliged  at  firft  to  conjecture  the  contents,  and  do  uot.leara  the 
title  of  the  work  till  the  latter  end.  The  books  on  which^  they  have 
hitherto  been  employed  are  all  of  them  Greek. 

There  is  a  remaining,  but  in  my  opinion  a  well  grounded,  hope  that, 
by  the  future  uncovering  of  the  buried  towns,  works  may  be  found, 
which  may  either  be  very  little,  or  perhaps  not  at  all,  damaged  by  the 
afhes.  Under  a  board,  beneath  a  tile  thrown  down,  perhaps,  lie 
Alcaeus,  Sappho,  Menander,  the  loft  books  of  Livy,  or  fome.of  thofe 
immortal  works  the  names  of  whofe  authors  are  only  known  by  the 
•teftimony  of  their  contemporaries. 

From  this  divifion  of  the  Mufeum,  which  contains  twenty  apart- 
ments, we  proceeded  to  another,  confifting  of  fixteen,  which  are  dedi- 
cated to  antient  paintings.  Some  of  thefe  paintings  have  fuffered  very 
much :  others  are  ftill  tolerably  frefli. 

Different  in  their  degrees  qf  beauty,  they  are  moft  of  them  drawn 
■with  great  frealom,  ^nd  painted  with  a  light  animated  .pencil.  Some 
•of  them  are  reprefen|;ations  of  fruit,  .iifh,  and  birds.     Two  quails,  pick- 

*  Jierrn  J^a^tels  Rej/en. 
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ing  the  grain  from  an  ear  of  barley,  are  painted  with  all  the  deception 
of  truth.  A  bad  choice  of  fubje£t,  a  want  of  fenfibility,  and  falfe  lineal 
perfpeftive,  are  the  defeds  of  the  landfcapes ;  and,  if  we  may  judge 
after  the  proofs  thefe  piftures  afford  of  aerial  perfpedlive,  of  this  the 
antients  appear  to  have  known  little  or  nothing.  However,  that  they 
were  not  fo  ignorant  of  lineal  perfpedive  as  many  have  maintained  is 
evident,  from  fome  architedural  paintings. 

The  hiftorical  pidures  are  in  part  very  beautiful. 

Chiron,  the  Centaur ;  inftruding  the  youthful  Achilles  to  play  on 

the  lyre. 

Oreftes,  Pylades,  and  Iphigenia ;  in  the  temple  of  Diana,  in  Tauris. 

Thefeus,  in  <he  labyrinth.  The  handfome  youth  is  reprefented 
after  his  victory  over  the  Minotaur,  which  lies  extended  at  his  feet; 
Ariadne  is  with  him  ;  and  one  of  the  boys  that  he  has  faved  is  kiffing 
his  hand,  and  another  his  leg. 

A  thoughtful  Virgin  is  all  lovelinefs ;  fhe  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  Sappho. 
She  holds  a  pencil  to  her  lips,  with  her  right  hand  ;  and  tablets,  in  her 

left.  . 

Telephos,  the  fon  of  Hercules  and  Auge,  fucking  the  hind  by  which 
lie  was  fed  :  becaufe  his  mother  had  expofed  him  from  the  fear  of  her 
father*.  Hercules,  the  Goddefs  of  vidory,  N(3c>j,  a  Faun,  and  a  very 
noble  female  figure,  which  appears  to  be  the  Goddefs  Flora,  give  the 
piaure  thofe  charms  which  refult  from  a  great  and  various  compofi^ 
tion.  At  the  foot  of  the  figures  (land  an  eagle  and  a  lion ;  probably 
as  fymbols  of  power. 

Some  figures  of  Centaurs  and  Nymphs  are  touched  in  a  free,  light, 
and  charming  manner. 

A  delicate  chariot,  drawn  by  a  parrot,  and  driven  by  a  grafshopper. 
rrhis  piece  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  fatire  againft  Nero  ;  who  made  great  pre- 
tcnfions  to  the  double  celebrity  of  a  melodious  finger  and  an  expert  cha^ 

»  Paufan.  lib.  viii.  c.  4?  and  54.  lib.  ix.  31. 
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tiotecr.  We  are  told,  by  Suetonius,  that  he  exercifed  himfelf  lying 
on  his  back,  fupporting  a  plate  of  lead  on  his  breaft,  purifying  himfelf 
by  clyfters  and  emetics,  and  abftaining  from  fruits  ;  till  his  voice,  always 
weak  and  chirping,  acquired  fufEcient  force  for  the  ftage;  which  he 
actually  trod  at  Neapolis,  a  Greek  city.  An  earthquake  which  hap- 
pened did  not  prevent  him  from  continuing  the  air  he  had  begun. 
He  likewife  appeared  as  a  charioteer  in  the  circus  at  Rome  *.  How 
excellent  is  the  fatirical  reprefentation  of  a  chirping  grafshopper, 
driving  the  parrot  that  draws  the  chariot ! 

A  Woman  felling  little  Cupids  to  a  young  lady ;  behind  whom  ftands 
an  old  female,  who  appears  to  be  giving  her  advice.  The  woman  who 
fells  holds  a  fluttering  Cupid  by  the  wings  ;  and  has  another  encaged  in 
a  tripod.  From  this  piece  a  French  artift  has  no  doubt  taken  the  well 
known  idea  of  his  Cupid-seller. 

Four  little  pidurcs,  wjiich  are  excellent,  were  found  framed,  and 
fejparate  j  not  like  thofe  that  are  painted  on  the  walls. 

A  poet  compofmg.  If  I  do  not  miftake,  he  holds  a  thyrfus  in  his 
hind.  A  Mufe  is  feated  at  a  table,  writing,  with  a  maflc  lying  by  her* 
The  thyrfus,  as  well  as  the  malk,  may  denote  that  it  was  the  dramatic 
Mufe  by  which  he  was  infpired  :  for  dramatic  pieces  were  dedicated  to 
Bacchus. 

A  company  of  people  playing  on  mufical  inftruments. . 

A  young  woman,  ftanding  j  with  her  treflfes  combed  by  her  compa- 
nion :  a  third  is  fitting  in  the  fame  chamber,  and  near  her  ftands  a 
fourth*     They  are  all  handfome,  and  elegantly  attired. 

The  above  are  three  of  the  four  pictures  I  mentioned  :  the  other  is 
very  much  injured. 

The  new  model  of  the  theatre  at  Herculaneum  is  worthy  notice; 
for  It  will  afford  an  excellent  idea  of  the  theatres  of  the  antients.  I 
fhould  have  willingly  fent  you  a  drawing  of  it ;  but  this  is  not  permit- 

*  Suet,  in  Vita  Neron.  c.  zx  and  xxii. 

K  2  Ud^ 
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ted,  of  any  thing  contained  in  the  Mufeum.  The  curiofity  of  the 
public  is  endeavoured  to  be  kept  intent  on  the  great  work,  the  publica- 
tion of  which  is  patronifed  by  the  king. 

All  the  rarities  of  this  Mufeum,  which  are  Angular  in  their  kind,  are 
intended  to  be  removed  by  his  majefty's  orders  into  a  large  building, 
tehich  he  has^  purchafed  of  the  Univerfity.  This  building  is  in  the 
city,  and  called  Gli  Studio  In  fa<a:,  this  noble  colleiftion  is  too  much 
expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  once  more  buried  by  Mount  Vefuvius^ 


LETTER    LXXIV^ 

Naples,  31ft  Marcfi  179?^ 

Enchanting  as  the  profpea  of  the  fea  and  the  coaft  is^ 
tbe  .want  of  fhady  walks  in  Naples  ftill  is  fenfibly  felt.  The  public 
walk  onr  the  fea  fhore,  which  is  about  feven  hundred  paces  long,  affords 
but. a  fony  fhdter  againft  the  mid-day  beams.  It  is  very  broad ;  and^ 
on  the  two  fides,  there  are  high  bowers  of  vines,  that  twine  their 
branches  round  the  elm  of  Ypres :  which  trees  do  not  ftand  detached^ 
but  are  conneded  by  palings. 

On  the  fide  which  is  the  moft  diftant  from  the  fea,  there  are  little 
orange  trees,  and  oleanders  ;  among  beds  of  flowers,  nearer  to  the  fea,. 
tb^pe  af  e  grafs  plats,  cut  and  carved  in  a  wretched  tafte  ;  among  which 
little  fount^ns  throw  out  their  infignificant  ftreams. 

I  feldom  vifit  this  walk,  which  is  called  Villa  Rede ;  and  which,, 
from  its  profpetSl  toward  the  fea,  its  circular  and  hilly  coaft  from  Portici 
to  MaflTa,  with  its  view  of  the  ifland  of  Capri,  and  the  Pofilipo,  would 
perhaps  be  the  moft  beautiful  public  walk  in  Europe,  if  it  were  but 
fliaded  by  trees  that  fliotild  be  fuflfcred  te  grow  imdifturbed.     The 

Neapolitans 
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Neapolitans  find  an  excufe  for  this  defed,  which  is  pointed  out  to  them 
by  the  frequent  complaints  of  foreigners  ;  and  allege  that  the  growth 
of  trees  is  injured  by  the  fea  air.  It  feems  remarkable  that  this  noxious 
quality  of  the  fea  air,  at  leaft  in  fo  great  a  degree,  fhould  exift  only  near 
the  city  of  Naples  :  however,  this  appears  to  be  the  cafe.  Even  of  the 
two  rows  of  vine  bowers  of  the  Vil/a  Reale^  that  which  is  moft  diftant 
from  the  fea  flourifhes  much  the  beft. 

The  parade,  for  the  exercife  of  the  troops,  lies  beyond  the  Villct 
Reak ;  and  likewife  on  the  fea  fliore.  From  this  a  road  turns  fliort  ta 
the  right,  and  leads  to  the  grotto  of  the  Pofilipo.  On  the  left  the  fea 
Ihore  continues ;  where,  every  afternoon,  the  principal  Neapolitans 
have  their  Corfo  :  that  is,  their  carriages  proceed  backward  and  forward 
in  rows,  from  which  they  fhew  themfclves  without  being  able  to  fpeak 
to  each  other ;  unlefs  when  a  lady  orders  her  coach  to  flop,  and  the 
polite  cavalier  alights  from  his  own^  and  comes  to  converfe  with  her 
on  the  ftep  of  her  carriage. 

The  bulwark  on  the  fea  is  broad.  Is  paved  with  flags  of  lava  like  the 
pavement  of  the  whole  city,  and  ferves  as  a  foot  path  for  paflengers  ; 
to  whom,  from  the  number  of  the  coaches  and  horfes,  it  is  very  wel- 
come. 

At  the  end  of  the  Cor/bj  I  was  glad  to  efcape,  through  the  gateway  of 
a  large  building,  from  the  din  of  this^  filent  affembly.  This  brought 
me  immediately  on  the  fea  fhore  j  and,  from  thence,  to  the  volcanic 
rocks  of  the  extended  lofty  cape,  Pofilipo.  Here  you  enjoy  not  only 
the  fame  profped  as  in  thtVilla  Reaky  but  you  likewife  have  a  full 
view  of  all  Vefuvius,  which  there  was  concealed  by  the  houfes. 

At  this  place  you  come  to  a  large  unfinifhed  palace,  which  the 
people  call  the  palace  of  Queen  Johanna :  probably  after  the  infamous. 
Johanna  the  Second,  who  lived  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centu- 
ries. We  are  told  by  an  infcription  that  it  was  begun  in  the  laft 
century,  and  left  unfinifhed,  by  one  Donna  Anna  Caraffa. 

Since  that  time^  the  fea  no  doubt  mud  have  intruded  farther  on  the 

5  fliore  t 
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Ihore  :  for  this  palace,  at  prefent,  is  not  only  impaflable  by  all  kincU  of 
carriages,  but  likewife  at  high  water  by  foot  paflengers.  I  conjedure 
that  this  element,  in  return  for  the  lofs  it  fuftained  in  the  eaft  by  the 
building  of  the  Molo,  during  the  reign  of  the  late  King,  has  rtvenged 
itfelf  upon  the  weft  ;  as  it  now  wafties  the  palace  walls.  Fifliermen  keep 
their  boats  within  the  long  gate  ;  and  the  fmall  fpace  within  and  with-. 
out  the  gate  is  rocky  and  uneven. 

My  walk  was  foon  afterward  interrupted  by  a  public  prifon.  Be- 
tween the  palace  and  the  prifon,  immediately  on  the  deep  ftiore  of  the 
fea,  the  rocks  are  covered  with  a  kind  of  white  mofs  :  or  more  pro- 
perly a  kind  of  immoveable  fea  weed,  on  which  it  is  very  pleafant  to 
repofe.  This  weed  has  a  charming  odour,  and  the  fea  is  as  clear  as 
cryftal. 

I  lately  faw,  at  a  tolerable  diftance,  fome  meflies  of  a  net  funk  in 
the  fea,  with  the  fifti  living  and  moving  in  the  water.  The  varieties 
of  fhell  fi(h,  which  are  thrown  up  by  the  fea,  are  innumerable  ;  and 
fome  of  them  are  very  excellent  *.  One  of  .the  creatures  ofteneft  found 
is  the  echinus  marinus ;  or  fea  urchin.  Its  fhell  is  armed  with  thin 
long  prickles.  Horace,  in  an  ode  to  Canidia,  compares  the  hair  of  one 
of  the  handmaids  of  this  horrible  forcerefs  to  fuch  a  fea  urchin. 

Atexptdtta  Segana^per  totam  domum 

Spargens  avernales  aquas, 
Horret  capillis  ut  marinus  a/peris 

Echinus,  aut  currens  aper, 

HoR.  Epod.  V.  25. 

Now  Sagana,  round  the  cell. 
Sprinkled  her  waters,  black  from  hell ; 

•  Signer  Poll,  the  teacher  of  the  Royal  Princes  of  Naples  in  Natuial  Hiftory,  has 
publiihed  an  excellent  work,  called,  Tejiacea  utriufjue  Sicilia,  eorumque  Hijloria  et  Ana^ 
tome.  This  work,  not  only  for  external  beauty,  but  chiefly  for  the  novelty  of  its  dif* 
coveries,  and  its  enquiries  concerning  the  mode  of  Hying  of  thefe  beings,  whofc  exiftence 
does  not  appear  to  be  fo  limited  as  has  been  hitherto  imagined,  is  probably  the  bed  of  its 
k?nd« 

Fierce 
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Fierce  as  fea  porcupine,  or  boar, 

In  frightful  wreaths,  her  hair  (he  wore  ! 

Francis. 

The  flefli  of  this  ecbmus^  or  fea  urchin,  is  red ;  and  agreeable  to  the  taftc. 

Mofles  of  great  variety  and  beauty  grow  on  the  rocks,  in  and  about 
the  fea  j  and,  in  thefe  mofFes,  fome  of  which  are  of  a  purple  colour, 
fwarms  of  different  little  beings  are  feen. 

If  you  go  from  the  Villa  Realc  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  wifh  to  continue 
on  the  fea  fliore,  you  muft  long  make  your  way  through  the  noify 
crowd  of  this  populous  city,  before  you  arrive  at  the  open  field  beyond 
the  Magdalen  bridge,  over  the  river  Sebetho.  The  Corfo  is  held  on  this 
fide  every  Friday,  during  Lent.  Along  the  city  and  as  far  as  the 
bridge,  the  Neapolitans  here  difplay  themfelves,  in  their  fine  carriages, 
with  all  their  pomp ;  and  are  frequently  drawn  by  eight  horfes.  On 
the  common  Corfo y  which  is  on  the  quay  called  Cbiaia  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  city,  they  harnefs  only  two  horfes  to  their  carriages.  The  fruit- 
ful fields  that  lie  between  Mount  Vefuvius  and  Capua,  which  are  co- 
vered with  grain,  trees,  and  vineyards,  are  feen  to  the  left  from  the 
Magdalen  bridge.  Virgil,  wifhing  to  defcribe  a  very  fruitful  country, 
thus  fpeaks : 

Ilia  iibi  latis  intexet  vitihus  ulmof, 

•    Iltaferax  oleo  ejl^  illam  experiere  colenda 

Et  facilem  pecori  etpatientem  vomer  is  unci. 

Talem  dives  arat  Capuoy  et  vicina  Vefevo 

Orajuga  ■■' 

ViRG.  Georg.  ii.  22U 


whofe  maid  is  clean, 


Well  clothM  with  cheerful  grafs,  and  evergreen^ 

Is  good  for  olives,  and  afpiring  vines, 

Embiacing  hufband  elms  in  am'rous  twines  \, 

Is  fit  for  feeding  cattle,  fit  to  fow, 

Ar  d  equal  to  the  pafture  and  the  plough* 

Such  is  the  foil  of  fat  Campanian  fields,. 

S«ch  large  increafe  the  land  that  joins  Vefuvius  yields. 

Drtdek,  v.  299^ 

Near 
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Near  the  city,  an  both  fides,  -are  kitchen  gardens  ;  the  fertility  of 
which  is  enlivening  :  but  you  find  no  trees  among  them.  Thefe  gar- 
dens are  watered  by  a  kind  of  mills,  the  water  for  which  is  fupplied 
by  th€  royal  refervoirs  at  Portici ;  and,  for  the  permiffion  to  ufe  this 
water,  the  proprietors  of  the  land  are  obliged  to  pay  a  heavy  tax. 

Volatile  and  light  hearted  as  thefe  people  are,  and  addided  to  the 
purfuit  of  pleafure,  they  neverthelefs  cultivate  their  fruitful  fields  with 
great  induftry.  The  foil  of  the  city  is  not  thrown  away :  for  the 
hufbandmen  very  carefully  gather  it,  and  carry  it  away  on  loaded 
afles.  The  lands  are  kept  as  free  from  weeds  as  in  other  countries. 
That  many  of  the  country  people  are  poor  I  afcribe,  in  part,  to  the  bad 
regulations  here  :  among  which  I  include  the  tax  paid  for  watering 
their  grounds  :  and,  in  part,  to  the  fmall  number  of  landholders ;  who 
let  out  fmall  portions  of  their  eftates  for  a  few  years  to  farmers,  vine- 
yard keepers,  or  gardeners.  The  compaft  is  made  by  public  audlion ; 
and  it  frequently  happens  that  the  higheft  bidder,  with  all  his  induftry, 
is  a  ruined  man.  It  is  not  fo  much  the  want  of  freedom,  as  has  fo 
often  been  affirmed,  as  the  want  of  more  land  proprietors,  that  princi- 
pally oppreffes  the  greateft  part  of  the  country  people. 

Yefterday,  in  order  to  vifit  fome  fliady  places,  we  went  through  the 
Pofilipo  grotto,  along  the  road  toward  Pozzuoli ;  and  already,  on  the 
23d  of  March,  we  repofed  in  flowery  meadows,  under  green  poplars, 
on  the  banks  of  the  lake  Agnano !  Yefterday,  we  already  faw  the 
young  buddings  of  the  walnut  tree  !  Whole  fields  are  fowed  with  a  kind 
of  trefoil ;  which  the  Italians  call  prato.  The  ear  of  this  grafs,  tri/o^ 
liunij  [pica  oblongay  rubra  *,  is  long,  with  a  vivid  red  flower  ;  and  is 
perhaps  more  ornamental  to  meadows,  than  any  other.  This  trefoil  is 
here  preferred  to  every  other  kind  of  pafturage.  It  is  already  mowed 
for  the  firft  time.  Our  red,  white,  and  yellow,  trefoils  are  likewife  very 
common  here:  though  the  yellow  trefoil  is  much  larger  here  than  in 
our  country.     The  high  red  trefoil,  like  the  others,  here  grows  wild. 

*  Dieirichs  Pflanzenreich^  1 775,  2  th*  f.  892. 

la 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  7j 

In  dry  foils,  the  plant  does  not  grow  to  a  great  height ;  but  near  the 
«arth :  like  the  melilotus^  with  its  yellow  flower,  the  figure  of  which  it 
much  refembles :  with  this  difference  that  the  prato  blows  with  a  kind 
of  ear  j  otherwife  you  might  be  inclined  to  call  it  the  red  melilotus. 

I  ycfterday  faw  fweet  peas  (or  vetches)  cut,  that  were  as  high  as  my 
bread  j  they  principally  ferve  as  fodder  for  cows. 

The  wheat  in  thefe  countries  has  broad  leaves  ;  and  horfes  here,  as 
in  many  parts  of  Germany,  are  turned  to  pafture  in  it,  to  prevent  its 
too  luxurious  growth.  For  the  fam»  reafon,  flieep  are  fuffered  to  crop 
its  firfl  fhoots. 

Flax  is  now  covered  with  large  buds. 

There  are  fruit  trees  over  all  thefe  fields  :  the  mulberry  already  is 
loaded  with  buds ;  and  the  apricot,  peach,  and  plum,  are  now  in 
bloom  :  nay  more,  nature  not  only  is  early  in  bloom  but  long  fo  con- 
tinues to  be. 

Orange  and  lemon  trees  are  dill  covered  with  fruit :  although  they 
have  been  plucked  through,  the  whole  winter.  Here  you  fee  the  ripe 
fruit ;  and,  at  a  little  diftance,  the  odoriferous  flower. 

The  air  is  aromatic,  and  the  fweetnefs  of  fpring  now  equals  ours  in 
the  month  of  May ;  which  with  us  is  frequently  even  then  repulfed, 
and  fuddenly  checked,  like  the  tender  careflfes  of  a  kind  wife,  by  our 
rude  climate. 

Among  the  flowers  of  the  field  which  I  never  faw  before,  I  found 
the  lovely  red  cyclamen  :  likewife  the  yellow,  and  the  red  and  yellow 
cerintbe :  or  honey-fuckle  :  which  alfo  blows  wild  in  winter. 

How  many  flowers  might  here  be  enumerated  !  and,  while  wander- 
ing in  this  garden  of  God,  how  oftjen  do  I  regret  tixy  ignorance  of  Bo- 
tany !  1  forget  no  kind  of  flower,  or  of  tree,  that  I  have  once  feen  ;  and 
I  fhould  lefs  regret  the  ignorance  of  their  names,  did  it  not  prevent  me 
from  communicating  much  of  my  pleafure  to  you. 

Oh  communication,  what  enchantment  is  thine  j  fince  thou  canJl 
give  life  to  the  dead, letter  of  a  nomenclature  ! 
.  Vol. II.  L  LET- 
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LETTER    LXXV. 

Naples,  ^A  April  179a- 

1,  and  my  wife,  on  the  firft  of  the  month,  made  a  (hort  jour- 
ney to  Averfa.  When  we  travelled  from  Rome,  we  made  a  circuit  to 
vifit  the  amphitheatre  of  ancient  Capua,  and  the  aquedudt  of  Caferta^ 
and  did  not  pafs  through  Averfa ;  though  it  lies  on  the  great  higlv 
road,  in  a  fruitful  country,  and  pleafantly  fituated  among  arable  laiuls^ 
gardens,  and  vineyards,  * 

This  very  ancient  town  was  founded  by  the  C^ci;  who  called  16 
Atella.  The  people  were  famous  for  their  dramatic  produiStions, 
which  early  afforded  fuch  great  pleafure  to  the  youth  of  Rome,  that 
they  performed  the  comedies  called  Fabula  Atellana^  themfelves,  foF 
their  private  diverfion :  nor  would  they  fuffer  them  to  be  degraded 
by  the  afting  of  the  common  players.  According  to  the  teftimpny 
of  Livy,  when  thefe  pieces  afterward  came  to  be  performed  like 
others  by  the  adtors,  thofe  whoafted.  them  enjoyed  a  degree  of  re* 
Ijpeft,  which  was  denied  to  the  ordinary  comedians*.  The  latter 
were  exempted  from  the  tribes,  and  from  military  fervice :  but  not  the 
former.  In  later  times,  the  drama  of  the  Atdlani  degenerated  fo  much 
that  even  Tiberius  accufed  them  of  licentioufnefs  in  the  Senate  j^  and 
a  decree  wa*  pafled  by  which  they  were  prohibited  in  Italy  "I;. 

Atclla  vvas  deftroyed  by  the  Barbarians,  who  overran  thefe  countries. 
It  was  rebuilt  by  the  Normans  j  and  Guifcard  their  Duke,  by  whom  it 
was  cohfiderably  enlarged,  gave  it  the  name  of  Averfa :  becaufe  it  was 
creded  as  a  bulwark  againft  Naples. 

It  was  once  more  laid  in  ruins  by  Charles  of  Anjou  :  but  was  fooa 
aticrward  once  again  rebuilt, 

^  Liv.  vii.  2.  f  TaCf  Ahnal.  iv.  14, 

4  H«re, 
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Here,  as  is  general  in  the  province  of  Terra  di'Lavoro^  many  people* 
live  by  the  culture  of  gardens :  for  which  they  pay  high  rents  to  the 
ground  landlord.  We  went  into  one  of  thefe  gardens  ;  which  was 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  paces  long,  and  two  hundred  broad,  and 
in  which  there  was  a  fmall  houfe,  inhabited  by  a  young  married  couple, 
whofe  whole  wealth  confifted  of  an  afs*  The  yearly  rent  of  thefe  good 
people,  for  this  garden,  was  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  Neapolitan 
d'ucats*;  or  about  a  hundred  and  thirty-four  rix  dollars,  at  the  rate  of 
five  rix  dollars  to  a  piftole. 

'The  garden  was  full  of  Tegetables,  and  fruit  treeiJ,  that  Were  theft 
in  full  bloom.  Nothing  but  the  pears  and  fennel,  which  i^  a  pleafaftt 
Tegctable  and  eaten  raw,  are  brought  to  Naples*  j  the  reft  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  garden  is  fold  in  Averfa. 

As  the  land  in  this  country  is  fruitful  through  the  whole  year,  a  gar- 
den like  this  emplpys  many  day  labourers.  Make  an  eftimate  of  Wages, 
of  the  maintenance  of  the  tenants,  and  of  the  rent  they  pay  to  the 
ground'landlordi  and  you  will  be  furprifed  at  the  gains  that  proceed 
from  a  garden,  which  is  two  leagues  and  a  half  difta^nt  from  the  Metro^^ 
polls.  The  gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  Naples  muft  be  ftill  more  pro*- 
dudive.  The  road  that  leads  from  Portici  to  the  city  is  always  full  of 
afles ;  whkh  are  loaded  with  the  fruits  of  the  garden  as  they  go,  arid' 
with  manure  as  they  return,  I  faw  to=^day  numberlefs  men  gt)ltig' 
to  market,  with  bafkets  full  of  flowers. 

Three  hundred  and  ten  Neapolitan  ducats  ape  paid  to  the  King,  by 
a  herdfman,  who  keeps  from  feventeen  to  twenty  cows,  for  permiffion 
to  graze  on  the  charming  banks  of  the  lake  of  Agnano ;  and,  when  the 
air  begins  to  be  unhealthy  there,  on  fome  other  royal  pafture, 

Let  us  return  for  a  moment  to  the  gardens  of  Averfa,  where  my 
wife  fat  for  fome  hours,  till  the  approach  of  twilight,  among  verdure, 
flowers,  and  fruits,  fuch  as  are  the  produce  of  fpring  in  Italy.     We  did 

•  The  text  rcadSi  ^^  F^nchel^  ein  angenehmes  gemufe  :^^  I  fufpcft  HdzX,  Fenchel^ffel^', 
vhich  i»  a  fpecies  of  apple,  is  underftood.    T. 

*  La  not 
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not  return  till  it  was  late ;  and,  in  the  forenoon  of  the  nekt  day,  (he 
was  delivered  of  my  little  Sibylla  as  eafily  as  a  Neapolitan. . 

This  morning,  Erneft,  I,  and  Nicolovius,  took  a  boat,  and  went  to^ 
the  ifland  of  Nifida  j  which  is  Separated  from  the  point  of  Pofilipo  by  a 
fmall  found.  This  ifland  is  a  tolerably  high  and  very  fruitful  hill.. 
The  olive  is  the  principal  fupport  of  the  inhabitants:  though  they 
likewife  grow  flowers,  and  vegetables.  Pliny  informs  us  that  the  an- 
cients efteemed  the  wild  afparagus  of  this  ifland  as  the  befl:.  I  alfo^ 
met  with  much  wild  afparagus,  in  the  parts  near  Pozzuoli.  The  fen- 
Ael,  in  great  quantities,  grows  wild  in  Nifida :  as  do  many  of  our  gar- 
den flowers.  We  found  the  beautiful  Iris  already  in  bloom  ;  which 
Vofs  fuppofes  to  be  the  Hyacintbus  o£  the  ancieats.  We  likewife  met 
with  wild  vines. 

Rabbits  here  are  in  fuch  great  numbers  as  to  be  injurious  to  the  in-^ 
habitants. 
\  A  fepulchral  lamp  was  found  here,  in  the  grave  of  a  Roman.     We 
are  told  it  burnt,  and  that  the  light  was  clear,  in  a  glafs  vial,  which  was. 
hermetically  fealed  j  and  that  it  was  extinguiflxed  the  moment  the. 
^afs  was  broken. 

The  Greeks  named  this  ifland  JVg/fx,  Nu<ri$,  or  little  ifland..    The 
whole  bay  of  Naples,  and  a  part  of  the  bay  of  G^aeta,  may  be  feeji  from 
its  top.     Brutus  remained  here  for  feme  time  after  the  death  of  Casfar^ 
and  was  vifited  by  Qcero*. 

♦  Cic.  ad  Attic,  xvi.  cpift.  i. 
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'  Naples,  pth  April  1792. 

t  HIS  day,  I  went  to  Nola,  which  Is  fituated  about  two  long 
Ocrman  mile's  to  the  north  of  Naples,  and  met  with  a  very  fertile  and 
well  cultivated  country  j  fuch  as  is  found  through  all  the  Terra  dt 
Lavoro.  Vegetables  and  corn  grow  intermingled  ;  and  the  field  vine 
winds  itfelf  round  the  poplar,  and  the  mulberry  tree.  This  laft  tree 
is  remarkably  large,^  iieat  Nola,  The  fituation  of  this  little  town  is  ide- 
Mghtfol ;  efjpeciallyat  prefent^'amid  (he  tender  buds  of  fpring. 

It  is  melancholy  to  meet  with  fo  few  birds  in  Italy :  the  reafon  is  fo 
many  of  them  are  fliot.  Each  man  is  ready  with  his  gun  :  even  the 
day  labourer  has  his  foad^sd  fowling' piece,  Handing  againft  a  tree.  In 
the  market-place  in  Rome,  we Ifrtequently  fee  the' goldfinch,  and  other 
fingihgbiHs,  which  are  pur^cnaftd  ill  great  quantities  to  eat. 

About  half  a  German  mile  from  Kaples,  on  the  road  to  Nola,  are  the 
ruins  of  the  pakce  Poggib  Reale ;  or  Kihg's  Hill ;  which  was  inha- 
bited by  Queen  Johanila  the  Second.'  She  is  accufed  of  having  con- 
trived a  trap^fall;  in  this  J)alace.  The  fttfry  is  that,  when  fhe  was  weary 
of  her  IbVcrs,  flie  plunged  them  by  this  means  into  the  water  ^and 
thus  this  cruel;  treacherous,  and' voluptuous.  Queen  endeavoured' at 
once  to  bury  the  fhame  and  the  remembrance  of  guilt  in  this  gulph. 

Fountains  are  met  with  on  both  fidei  of  the  way,  between  this  caftle 
and  Naplts.  The  kigh  rokd,  Hke  moil  of  thofe  that  I  have  travelled  in 
Italy,  is  very  good.  On  thii  fide  of  the  Alps,  you  have  never  any  turn-r 
pikes  to  pay  j  as  ^you  fo  frequently  have  in  Germkny,  and  in  the 
aorthem  parts  of  our  country ;  and  not  feldom  for  roads  that  areaI-> 
xnoft  impaflable^ 

The  rye  near  Nola  is  hi^h  in  ear.  TTiis  kind  of'  grain  is  fcarce  in 
Itftly :.  it  was  probably  firft  introidwced  by. the.  Emperor  Charles  the 
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Fifth.     It  IS  called  grano  Germano ;  or  German  corn  ;  and  the  people 
here,  as  in  France,  mix  the  flower  of  rye  and  the  flower  of  wheat. 

Cluverius  proves *,  from  a  DaflTage.in  Yellejus  Paterculus,  that  the 
town  of  Nola  is  of  elder  date  by  eight-and-forty  years  than  Rome  ;  and 
that  it  was  founded  eight  hundred  and  one  years  before  the  birth  of 
Chrifl:,  and,  according tp: the- lame iVgll^ius, by  theF^trurtfinp. 

Others  fay  it  was  founded  by  the  Greeks  j  frpm,  Chalcis  iji  EuboM^ 
Some  fcarce  coins  of  this  tovn,  bear  Greek  irjfcriptip^s,;  ept4  tkefe  coini^ 
and  the  multitude  of  Grecian  vafes,  which  are  found  here,  equally  dc^ 
note  that  it  has  been  inhabited  %  Greek?,  It  is.qnjy.from  error  thap 
the  epithet  of  Etrufean  vafes  .h^s,  been  giv^Q  tq  yefljel6>  which,  \5rerc 
feldom  found  in  Etruri^^  but  pfinjcipajljf.i^  the.  uypr^lehres,  of.  Grecian 
Magtf a  2in^  SicHicu 

I  faw  a  famous  coHe<^ion  of  thefe  v^ej5,  which  .was  mad^  bj  IJ^Qii 
]piedro  Yirenzio.  Except  that  of  Sir  \'^ijUia,iii  Hagiiltoa-  ip  N^pl^^s^  i^ 
i&  th^  fioeft^cplleAion.  pofTeC^^^ 

The  vafe^  foupd  in M0I4  -are . el^en^^d[  tp.h^  th&'in9fl,beaptiful  i^ 
Jtely;. though  thofc  qfj Sicily  ar9yfhpi3g|l\t:pf(?fera^Jcv  T^^  I^ipans 
p]ac?d  fome  value  on  thefe  vafea.in.the  tki^c  of  <ija^far.  Sij.etoui,u#.  iif^-^ 
forms  u&t  that, fome  months  befcjr/s.thctd^gdh.of  (^  a  Rqmifl^.cQr: 
lony,  which  had  beeafpat.to  G^Mt^  de)5?rp,ye4-feveral  tombs  i»  orden 
to_^ild  cpuijitry  ho\ifw  :  wM^l^j  yy^^^j^j^yf.  tjt\?,  W^  thpypern 

formed  the  more  diligejitly.b^caufe  ,t^ey  faiv?4  fP?l?  ^^^^  of  awqieatr 
workmanfliip,  .      -.  '         ^  ,  '      \ 

In^tl^?i  cpllpaio;ji  of  i:)o^^;pi<^drp . Vi^ji^ip; ^ 
^?ifthe?x  urp,. w^cji  .wa^.  -efl-^irelyjia  ih^ ; i^rm^,9f/  a:,fadd|c.  ^  T]he  coi;Ra 
h^,d^b^^n)g^^^^^ 

^vfH^ipi.  warri9r^^^   Th<  ^rfe:,t^cr,J:zr^  thje,  hprferd^Yfefi 

iV^wAaTHi  *req9i;piR0n,e,pitM?.JCori^^        W^Qg.  t^^recfc.ppet*^ 
and  particularly  Homer.  .;/..-.  jK.^ 

,  ThistoT^n^i^Jroi^u^^tlj;^  ^•^piiqrjxC,th^,j%;^^ 

•-Chv.  Ihil.^ABtI<  -      -  fihict.fa  Vitajiili},  cap.  i8.\    ''    '      ^   ^ 

Punic 
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Punic  War.  It  was  allied  to  the  Romaris  :  &'f\cJ,  after  tTie  Battle  of 
CannsB,  the  Senate  and  principal  perfons  of  Nbla  remained  faithful  to 
their  allied  :  but  the  peoplte  inclined  to  fht  Carthaginians*.  However 
there  were  not  wanting  fome  <5rf  rtife  thfeft,  whoch^tidi^d  the  pridfe  ^w^ 
the  hope  of  being  the  allies  of  Hannibal.  Among  thefe  wiw  a  cou- 
rageous knight,  Lucius  Iftantl Its  by  rfatri'e,  who  after  tfl6  battle  of  Can- 
nafe  vfitfs  found*  by  Hatirifbal  under  heaps  (A  flain.  The  great  geheral,. 
who  left  no  Aieatis  ijiVempbyed-  thaV  thight!  indtice  the  pebple  of  Italy 
to  defert  the  Romans^  caufed  him  to  be  cardfully  attehded^  and  not  only*^ 
ftifFered  him  to'depart  wiVtiotlt'Ya^foMi  bdt  giive'htnt'prefents.  "  From 
this  time  Bantiiis  became  deVo'tfidtb^fian^^  arid  endeavoured  to 
excite  his  fellow  citizens  to  revolt..  ' 

Martelliis 
ilitentions 
manner: 

**  It  appears  that  ^ariy  of  yotii'Vowriimen.are  liri^^      t6  you';  for  tio 
•^  perfon  of  N(ili  has  relaJfed  to '  fii^  yoAr  hbbTe  w^^^  but  it 

**  Was  not  jpoflible  to  cbiiceal  frfirh  iiig  fh^  valour  of  a  man'  who  hasji 
"  fought 
*^  haver ; 


Wdfthy  of  yoUrfelfl   '  Trie  pralfe'Smd  tKe^reccftnpe 
**'to  valour  fh'dl  be  liertbwed  by  me];''^^ 

^'^ofiener  yoU'arei?(^ithriie  the  g^reater  ,  ftiatr  be  the  rewards  and  the- 
«*  honours  that'ybtJ  Ihan^^^^  :'M  j!.-:  -  :    ,  .         .  .         '      \ 
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From  this  time,  Rome  had  no  friend  more  ferviceable,  or  more  faith- 
ful, than  Bantius. 

Soon  afterward,^  the  Romans  and  Carthaginians  came  to  a  battle,  be- 
fore the  gates  of  this  town  ;  ia  which  Marcellus  obtained  a  confiderablc 
advantage,  .!     '       < 

After  the  vidory,  the  Romans. entered  the  town,  fliut  all  the  gates, 
placed  watch  guards,  held  tribunals,  and  decapitated  above  feventy  of 
the  citizens  ;  who  were  convii^ed  of  having  entered  into  a  fecpet  cor- 
refpondence  with  Hannibal.     .,  .     '       . 

How  unfortunate  were  thefe  times^  the  falf^i  glory  of  which  is  fo^ 
dazzling  !  Marcellus  was  by  nature  a  benevolent  man  :  but  here  he 
aded  in  conformity  to  the  manners  of  his  age.  The  Grecian  and  Ro-, 
man  hiftories  are  full  .of,  ftill  greater  miferies,  infliiSted  on  places  over 
which  avidorious  General  has  faj  as  judge,  ariped  jvith  t^ie  fangui-- 
nary  axe*  We  ftiudder  while  we  read,  in  Thucydides,Tiow,  in  the  Pelo-, 
ponnefian  war,  in  which  this  Jiiftorian  took  part  as  a  General,  the 
burghers  of  the  Greek  cities,  that  were  democratically  inclined,  were 
perfecuted  by  the  Spartans  ;  and  thofe  that  favoured  Oligarchy  by  the 

AtheniapSv    ..;•  .      ^     ;^  ,        m  -  :'..•:.. 

The  nu;nber  of  Greeks  that  ^pjrcre  pubUcly  fold  as  flaves,  by  Paulus 
jEmilius,  who'  like  Marcellus  was  one  of  the  mod  benevolent  of  the 
Romans,  was  prodigious*. 

A  year  after  this  firfl  ad vsmtagcpverHannibaljf  Marcellus  again  van- 
quiflied  hxm,  %fofe.  the  gates  of  Nola,  in  a  greater  battle  f  ;  in  which 
the  ifortune  of  war  b?gap  to  change.     Mpre  than  five  thquiand  Gartjia- 
ginians  remained  on  the  field,  ^ix  hundred  were  made  prifoners,  and: 
this  decifive  victory  did  not  coft  the  Romans  a  thoufand  men. 

jyvguftu^  dkd  W  Nola  5  and^  tf  I  do  not  iijiftal^e,  Agrippa,  two  yeara 
before  him^jCxpired  there^  lie  was  a^grept  man,  ^and  was  worthy;pf| 
a  better  age.     However  he  merits  our  efteem^  fox  hj3ivijigle{ff^n^4  the-; 

*  Flut.  Life  of  ^m%  ^  t  Uift  xxiii.  c*  44* 

*     '  '  '  misfortunes 
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misfortunes  of  his  time.  He  was  a  man  of  a  noble  mind,  and  not 
only  the  friend  of  Auguftus  but  the  friend  of  freedom.  Rome  was 
principally  indebted  to  him,  and  to  the  worthy  Valerius  Meflala,  the 
friend  of  Brutus,  for  the  change  that  was  produced  in  Auguftus  ;  who, 
from  a  blood  thirfty  tyrant,  became  a  wife  ruler. 

When  Auguftus  conceived,  or  rather  pretended  to  conceive,  the 
thought  of  i?eftoring  the  a,ntient  freedom  of  the  republic,  Agrippa  ad- 
vifcd  him  to  purfue  this  plan  c  but  Maecenas,  a  man  neither  pofleflcd 
of  his  wifdom  nor  his  virtue,  advifed  the  contrary.  Yet  was  Maecenas 
in  the  right.  Political  chimeras  are  innumerable:  but  the  moft  chi- 
merical of  all  is  the  projedt  of  imagining  that  a  people,  deeply  funk  in 
degeneracy,  are  capable  of  recovering  the  ancient  grandeur  of  freedom* 
Who  toffes  the  bird  into*  the  air  after  hisr wings  are  clipped?  So  far 
from  reftoring  it  to  the  power  of  flight,  it  will  but  difable  it. more. 

It  IS  rather  generally  believed  that  bells  were  firft  invented  i-n  Nola ; 
and  it  is  true  that  the  Latin  name  for  a  bell  is  nola.  Thofe  however 
glace  the.perio4  of  difcovery- too. late.  th^t..af9ribe  .it  to  Saint  Paulinus^ 
who  was.Biftiop  of  Nola.  in  t^ie  fifth  century^.,  -  -^e  might  probably  in- 
troduce the,ufe  of  them  in  churches*  Larg^  apfl  fmall  bells  were  Well 
known  to  the  ancients.  Of  the  latter,  in  the  Mufeum  of  Portici,  I  have 
feen.fuch  as  are  now  qfed  in , mountainous  diftricSs,  to- hang  round,  the 
necks  of  cattle,  goats,  and  il^ep, /  Mention,  is  made  of  bells  by  the 
Qrcefc  and  Roman  ;\yriter&;.^nd, .  amoag.'oriieys,;byjEfchylus,  and 
Ariftophanes ;  and ,  -^chylns  Hve^  -a  thouiaad  .years ,  before  Paulinus. 
The  Romans  may  probably  enough  have  procured  their  firft  bells  from 
Nola^  and  therefore  may  have  named  them  after  the  town  :  or  it  is 
not  improbable  that  th^  bjells  of  Nola.  were  diftipguiOiable  byihe,  clear- 
nefsof  the; fou4[W  they  ffave.'  .■   r'  ■ 

•,-   -r:     ■  ..::  '.  :-,^     ■.,...■.■■■■■     ■     .■■.■ 
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LETTER    LXXVIL 

Naples^  19th  AprU  1792^^ 

\JN  the  14th,  Nicolovius,Emcft,and  myfelf,  went  onboard 
a  felucca  manned  by  eight  feamcn.  The  weather  was  fine,  but  the 
wind  was  contrary  ;  and  we  were  three  hours  and  a  half  in  rowing  to 
the  ifiand  of  Procida.  We  paffed  near  the  Pofilipo,  leaving  Nifida  on 
the  right,  and  failed  immediately  under  the  promontory  of  Mifenum* 

Like  all  the  iflands  of  thefe  parts,  Procida  has  a  high  and  in  general 
a  rocky  fhore.  We  landed  at  the  little  town  of  Procida,  which  we 
found  fwarming  with  people  and  traders.  Tolerably  large  veffels  are 
built  here ;  and  the  port  is  in  greater  adlvity  than  might  have  beea 
expected,  fromfo  fmall  a  place. 

The  iflands  of  Procida  and  Ifchia  were  peopled  by  the  Greeks  of 
Chalcis,  and  Eretria :  two  towns  of  the  ifland  of  Euboea,  now  Negro- 
ponte.  Its  ilame,  Procida^  or  Procita^  is  cither  dierived  from  the  word 
-^oB^wd^  the  projeding,  or  t^o^Icc^  the  pfoje^d.  It  was  the  opi-' 
nion  of  ancient  writers  that  it  had  ©nee  been  united  with  Ifchia  ;  whtcb 
they  likewife  called  Pitbecufa^  JEnerla^  and  Inarima ;  and  that  they 
had  been  Separated  from  each  other  by  an  earthquake. 

This  ifland  formerly  belonged  to  John  of  Procida,  who  lived  in  the 
thirteenth  century  ;  and  who,  after  he  had  ftirred  up  Spain  and  Con* 
ftantihople,  againft  Charles  of  Anjou,  was  the  author  of  the  famous 
confpiracy  againfl;  the  French,  in  Sicily  :  the  meafures  of  which  were 
taken  with  fo  much  precaution,  entered  into  with  fuch  wonderful  fe- 
crecy,  and  executed  with  fuch  unheard  of  boldnefs.  Tlie  bell  which, 
on  the  third  day  of  Eafter,  in  the  year  1282,  called  the  people  to  vef- 
pers  was  the  fignal,  through  the  whole  ifland,  for  the  murder  of  the 
French ;  whofe  pad  excefles  could  afford  no  excufe  either  for  maflacre, 
or  for  undiflinguifliing  and  univerfal  vengeance.     The  only  man  that 

efcap'ed 
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^aped  afiaflinatlon^  and  whofe  virtue  well  merited  the  diAindion, 
wa$  William  cdf  Porcdets^^ 

Juft  as  we  landed^  we  perceived  a  man  on  an  afs,  in  the  middle  of 
the  market  place*  His  habit  and  appearance  we  thought  comic :  they 
'  reminded  us  of  the  gentlemen  bachelors  widi  whom  Le  Sage,  in  Gil 
Bias,  and  his  much  greater  mafter,  Cervantes,  in  Don  Quixote,  had 
thought  us  acquainted.  Under  a  veil^  which  to  us  had  fomething  of 
the  ridiculous,  traits  of  the  nobleft  benevolence  were<fifcoverable.  The 
people  in  numbers  crowded  round  him  ;  while  be  diftributed  alms  to 
the  poor,  converfed  with  them,  and  appeared  accuftomed  to  beftow 
upon  them  nobler  gifts :  thofe  of  council  and  remonftrance. 

We  went  up  to  the  royal  cattle,  which  is  fituated  high  above  the 
town,  Md  which  poflefles  a  (imple  pleafant  garden ;  where  the  King, 
that  he  may  enjoy  the  country  fports,  has  cover  for  pheafants.  Thcfe 
birds  already  are  in  brood :  though  I  have  feen  finer  in  many  parts  of 
Germany,  and  particularly  in  Bohemia, 

The  pheaiants  fly  over  the  whole  ifland ;  which  has  given  occafion 
to  ft  rig(^ou8  and  unjuft  law,  by  which  the  inhabitants  are  ferbiddeil 
to  keep  cats:  and  rats  and  mice  are  ib.  numerous  that  the  very  children 
in  the  cradle  are  not  fafe.  The  afflided  people  fent  deputies  to  the 
King,  and  humbly  petitioned  for  the  repeid  of  this  law.  Dogs  like« 
wife  are  now  prohibited  in  the  tfland. .     ' 

This  little  country  is  a  garden;  fbrtile  in  fruits  and  vegetables,  and 
exceedingly  populous.  In  the  afternoon,  we  went  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  ifland,  and  waited  for  our  felucca  in  a  fmallbay,  between  high  pro^ 
montories.  The  fbeep  fhores  here  confift  of  the  to/us^  tufa^  or  fand 
ftonei  are  exceedingly  forked,  craggy,  and  hoUow,  and  every  where 
diicaver^  along  the  ffrand^  tcdcens  of  fiery  waves,  appearaiK^es  of  its 
volcanic  origin,  and  fuch  as  confirm  |he  opinion  of  the  ancients,  thar 
Procidaand  Ifchiawere  once  the  fame  iiland. 

Some  roads,  and  tbe  fl^eets  c^  the  little  town,  are  paved  with  lava. 

♦  Sec  ft  note  to  tetter  Ixi.  vol,  i.  p.  4734    T. 

M  i  Procida 
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Procida  is  a  long  German  mile  in  circuraferenxre.  Between  the  pror* 
montory  of  St.  Margaret  in  Procida,  and  the  ifiand  of  Ifchia,  thougK 
much  the  neareft  to  Procida,  the  high  little  ifland  of  Vivara  is  fituated  ;: 
which,  though  uninhabited,  is  cultivated  by"th«  people  of  Procida.  Tha 
King  has  a  hunting  feat  here,  for  the  chacc  of  the  hare. 

The  largeft  and  moft  beautiful  of  thefe  iflands  is  Ifchia ;  whigh  at 
firft  has  a  gentle  and  then  a  fteep  afcent,  to  the  furamit.of  the  lofty  and 
the  formerly  volcanic  mountain, '  Epdmeus.  '  It.  Ls/jfeen  to. a  greac 
diftance  ;  while  its  fantaftic  forms  charm*  and  div^rfify-  the.  pfoippdl  j 
fo  that  it  appears  to  be  the  centre  of  the  furroundlng  paradife. ;  thd 
iflands  and  fliores  of  which  feem  to  decorate  and  do  it  homage.  : 

A  high  rock  rifes  in  the  fea  toward  Prociida  ;  which  is  .'cmbelliffied' 
with  a  little  town,  and  many  trees,,  and  in  whicE  the  .Bi£hop  of  Jfchirf 
refides.  On  the  top  of  the,  rock  a  ftrong  fortrefs  ;is  biiilt,  in  which  a 
garrifon  is  ftationed,  and  from  which  fortrefs  the  rock  is  called  Cajlctlo 
d'' Ifchia.  The  rock  is  connected  with  the  ifland  by  a  long  bridge ; 
which  aids  in  forming  the-haten  of  the  lively  Borgo  tt  Ifchia^  or/uburbs 
of 'Ifchia,  that  are  built  on  the  i:flan4,  ^d^fo  called  after  the  fmajl  town 
on  therock.  The  Borgo  d'  Ifctia  is  well  bwlj:,  g^nd  ftajnds  immediately^ 
on  the  fea  fhore.  /     , 

.  We  arrived  early  enough  to  ice  the  fun  ga  down  over  the  Lago  del 
Re  :  or  King's  lake*  Here  there.are  warm  baths,  which  are  Vifitecl  by 
tjje  principal pedple  of  Naples.'  Convenienctes'  are  wanting  to  this 
place  :  the.houfes  are  few,  and  fmall,  and  the  bathers  muft  bring  their 
own  bathing  veflTds.  The  warm  fpring  runs  into  th^  lake ;  which 
contains  fait  wat^r,  and  is  conncded  with  the  fea,  by  a  canal. 

ThjB  c^nal  is  provided  with  floodgates ;  the  openihgof  whieb  ifito  thfs 
little  lake,  that  refembles  the  Lucrine  lake  inSts  form,  fuppHis^  it  fromr 
time  to  time  with  frefh  fea  water,  rand  quantities  of  large  fi(h.  The 
King  amufes  himfelf  occafionally  at  this  'fifliery.  ^ 

There  is  a  broad  bed  of  lava  near  this  lake^  which  in  the  year  1301 
gufhcd  out  of  the  foot  of  Epomqus.     Although  fiye  centuries  have 

o    -  elapfed 
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cTapfed  fince  the  laft  eruption  from  the  mountain,  the  face  of  the  lava 
is  almofl  entirely  barren  ;  being  thinly  fcattered  with  mauerpfeffer  ^, 
and  grafs*  The  lava  emitted  by  Mount  Vefuvius,  in  the  year  1767, 
i&  already  more  covered  with  vegetation  r  fo  different  is  one  kind  of 
lava  from  another,  and  thus  obfcure  are  thefe  annals  of  nature,  when 
their  dates  are  unknown  to  hiftory.  The  remembrance  of  the  defo- 
lating  fire  ftill  lives  among  the  iflanders :  the  country  people  relate 
that  it  deftroyed  a  little  town. 

The  Greek  inhabitants.werc  early  terrified  by  thefe  dreadful  pheno- 
mena ;  and,  forfaking  the  ifland,  fettled  on  the  continent,  where  they 
built  the  town  of  Cumae,.  A  repofe  of  five  hundred  years  appears  to 
afroi*d  an  affurance  of  fafety,  to  the  people  of  Ifchia ;  who  now  enjoy 
the  advantage  of  volcanic  countries,  healing  baths,  and  extraordinary 
fertility,  withouJ  the  dread  of  future  deftrudlion. 

On  the  1 5th>  we  fet  out  early,  mounted  on  afTes,  and*  rode  firft  to 
Cafamicciay  the  place  where  the  warm  fprings  are :  though  there  are 
1001*6  warm  fpiings  in  the  ifland,  and  of  various  medicinal  qualities*. 
There  is  a  large  building  in  Cafatniccia^  the  name  of  which  is  MonU  di 
Mifericordia^  where  fix  hiindted  poor  patients  are  annually  relieved, 
bathed,  taken  care  of,  and  fed,  for  a  fortnight  each,  from  a  fund  of  lega^ 
cies  and  prefents,  that  have  bedn  bcftowed  by  private  perfons.  The  build-*- 
ing  is  large  and  well  conftn^ed  j.  and:  the.court  is  fliaded  by  high  mul- 
berry trees.  The  neceffities  of  the  poor  are  but  too  frequently  ne-j 
gle£ted  :  here  the  cafe  is  othetwife.  The  neceflaries  provided  for  the 
baths  of  the  poor  are  very  muclv  better  than  thofe  of  the  baths  of  the 
rich  at  tjie  Lago,  del  Re. 

We  again  mounted  our  affes,  and  rode  to  Lacco :  a,  little  tovra  which* 
is  poffeffed  of  a  port,  in  which  there,  is  a  rock,  that  rifes  out  of  thei 
wavesi  in  the  form  of  a  muftiroom.  Round  the  ftalfe  of  the  mufhroom 
there  are  large  ftones  lying ;  to  which,  inftead  of  riding  at  anchor,  the' 
veflels  are  tied  with  ropes. 

*  Literally,  vail  E^pper..    I  cannot  4ircGvet  what  plant  ia^mcanti    T*  ^ 

.  We 
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We  fpent  our  noou  in  Furia  d^  Ifcbia;  wHich  contefts  the  honour  of 
being  the  chief  place  of  the  ifland  with  the  Cqfiello  d^  Ifcbia^  Furia  n 
fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  Ifcbia,  on  a  cape. 

All  the  places  that  they  call  towns  are  buih  on  the  fea  ihore; 
.along  which  we  fometimes  rode,  and  fometimes  left  it  to  pafs  through 
blooming  valleys,  or  over  hills,  from  the  tops  ttf  vdiich  w^e  could  again 
fee  the  coafL  The  ifland  is  charming  in  the  higheft  degree.  Here  a 
far  proje<9:ing  rock  is  connected  with  the  land  by  a  flender  cape ;  and 
tbere  detached  cliffs  tower  above  the  waves.  £ach  form  feems  cafl: 
with  a  bold  yet  playful  hand ;  and  every  moment  affords  a  various 
profpc£t.  Thefe  heights  are  planted  with  vineyards,  after  the  manner 
of  the  Germans.  In  every  valley,  the  fiicculent  vine  entwines  itfelf 
Tound  tb»e  ilender  poplar,  or  cafts  its  arms  over  the  knotty  mulberry 
tree,  and  luxuriantly  fprouts  from  ftem  to  ftem.  Among  them  the 
pulpy  fig  profufely  grows  j  and  large  plum  and  cherry  trees  are  now 
in  full  bloom.  With  thearomjatic  fweets  of  the  flowering  orange  and 
citrol^  the  delightful  odour  of  the  pear  intermingles,  or  the  beautiful 
red  bud  of  the  apple  tree.  Fruit  of  the  fize  of  a  cherry  already  i%  feen, 
Oil  the  large  apricot  tree;  and  the  peach,  like  the  reft,  is  in  bloom. 
The  orange  and  lemon  trees  were  ftill  heavily  loaded,  among  the  deep 
diffs^  with  ripe  fruit :  while,  as  we  turned,  trees  of  the  very  fame  kind, 
gpowing  on  the  funny  hills,  regaled  us  with  the  odour  of  their  white 
flawery  branches. 

Different  beauties  will  foon  embellifli  the  ifland :  fot  fbon  the  pome«^ 
granate  will  begin  to  blow,  then  the  oleander,  and,  which  is  here 
equally  common,  the  aloe:  the  prickly  plants  of  which  ferve  as 
hedges,  or  grow  wild  in  company  with  the  Indian  fig,  that  rears  its 
lB2anchea  among  the  craggy  rocks. 

Never  before  did  I  behold  fiich  varieties  df  bloom  !  Never  before 
was  1  regaled  with  the  aromatic  fweets  of  fo  many  rich  fhrubs  !  Nume- 
rous flowers  fpring  up,  in  this  fortunate  climate^  which  are  rarely  (ten 
by  us,  or  of  which  we  ooly  have  a  tranfitcnry  glimpfe :  flowers  and 

plants 
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pfants  that  Bere  are  nourilhed  in  the  bofom  of  a  mild  mother,  and  be- 
friended by  beams  that  animate  but  do  not  fcorch;  foftened  as  they 
are  by  the  purenefs  of  the  air,  and  the  cooling  breezes  of  the  fea^ 
diFOUgh  whith  they  paft ;  and  prote&ed  as  the  fruits  and  flowers  are, 
in  fhady  valleys  and  among  deep  rocky  cliffs,  by  the  fprings  and  rills 
of  which  they  are  watered.  Even  the  wild  red  ranunculus,  which  is 
feen  blowing  through  the  whole  winter  in  Rome,  among  the  ruins  of 
antiquity,  is  (till  here  in  blow ;  and  ftill  the  late  prin^rofe,  and  the 
violet,  are  budding  in  company  with  the  early  rofe,- 

Some  fewfmall  fields^only  of  this  ifland  are  allotted  to  grain  :  the 
foil  is*  employed  to  greater  advantage  in  the  cultivation  of  vegetables. 
The  inhabitjants  of  this  incredibly  populous  little  ifland  have  fcarcely 
any  meadow  land.'  The  profitable  afs  relieves^  them  from  the  neceflity 
of  brewing  horfes  ;  and  the  abfence  of  the  cow  is  fupplied  by  the  gpat^ 
which  animal  finds  on  the  lux^uriant  aromatic  cliffs  pafture  that  give^ 
the  milk  an  excellent  tafte.  The  flieep  feeds  in  company  with  the 
goat  Of  ducks  and  geefe,  of  which  there  are  few  through  all  Italy, 
liaw  none  in  Ifchia; 

Infome  places,  fireih  water  is  fcarce;<aadnhe  rain  is  colleded  in  cif-^ 
terns,  the  water  of  whichis  eileemedib  proportion  to  its  age,  asit  con« 
tinually  becomes  more  pure.  If  I  do  not  mifltake,it  was  in  Furia^  at  leafl: 
ia  one  of  the  towns,  that  they  recommended  water  which-  was  thi^e 
years  old,  as  we  fhould  recommend  wine  for  its  age :  nor  were  they  mif- 
taken,  for  the  water  was  excelloiL  Their  wine  would  be  equally  good/ 
were  it  equally  long  kept.  It  reiembles,  in  colour,  the  dark  madeira ; . 
of  that  kind  which  has  a  cafl:  of  red.^ 

From  comi^ifance  rather  thaa  from  curioficy,  we  fuffered  bur  land«* 
lord  to  take  us  to  a  chapel,  of  the  magnificence  of  which  he  loudly 
vaunted.     It  was  in  truth  rather  rich   than   beautiful,  and  whofly 
iacrufted  with  yellow  vari^ated  marble.     There  is  a  beautiful  flia- 
tue,  of  white  marble,  in  the  iacrifty,  of  Religion,  delicately  veiled*- 
Her  charming  countenance  is  known  at  thefirft  glance ;  and  the  decep-i 

I'  tioni 
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tlon  of  art  is  fo  great  that  the  fpeftator  is  almoft  tempted  to  lift  up  the 
veil.  At  the  bottom  is  infcribed  Religio  pura  et  imwaculata :  Vmxq 
religion  and  undefiled  *.  There  i«  a  well  executed  baflb  relievo,  on 
the  pedeftal ;  which  reprefents  the  leading  of  Eleazerto  death,  becaufe 
he  refufed  to  difobey  the  command  of  God  f .  The  devout  old  man  is 
exhorting  the  Jews,  by  whom  he  is  furrounded.  This  beautiful  flat ue 
is  the  work  of  Giufeppe  Sanmartino  ;  a  fculptor  of  Naples,  who  is  ftill 
living,  and  by  whom  I  have  feeri  feveral  excellent  performances  in  one 
of  the  churches  of  Naples. 

The  pictures  of  this  chapel  are  viie,  except  a  John  the  Baptift,  by 
Vaccari,  of  Naples  ;  which  had  been  prefented  to  the  owner  of  the  cha- 
pel, by  Sir  William  Hamilton. 

We  were  intending  to  depart,  when  our  guide  infifted  that  we  fhould 
go  with  him  into  a  chamber^  belonging  to  the  chapel.  Adejfo  vtfaro 
vedcr  un  altra  galanteria ;  I  will  now  fhew  you  another  mark  of  kihd- 
nefs,  faid  he.  We  followed  him,  and  faw  the  owner  of  the  family 
chapel,  whofe. name  is  DonPietro  Regine,  and  who  likewife  performed 
the  office  of  prieft.  He  was  in  bed  indifpofed  of  a  cold,  was  a  handfome 
old  man  with  a  mild  countenance,  and  gave  us  a  friendly  reception. 
I  afked  him  whether  he  would  not  do  well  to  vilit  the  baths  of  the 
ifland;  and  he  anfwered,  with  the  pride  of  a  good  conRitution,  which 
well  becomes  an  aged  perfon,  "  I  never  take  any  remedy.'' 
•  While  we  were  converfihg  with  him,  the  attendants  opened  a  Ihrine ; 
which  was  partly  in  the  bed 'chiamber,.and  partly  in  another' room/ and  ^ 
the  riches  of  which  were  uncommonly  great,  for  a  private  chapeL 
Among  other  valuable  works  in  the  noble  metals,  part  of  which  were 
ornamented  with  precious  ftdnes,  it  contained  three  bufts  of  mafly  filvcr, 
as  large  as  life. 

.  The  old  gentleman  took  great  pleafure  in.difpiaying  all  this  wealth.. 
Some  calm  refleftions,  introduced  by  our  converfation  on  the  bieautiful 
.ftatue  of  Religion,  deprived  him  of  this  ehildifli  gratification';  but  made 

*  Tames  i.  27.  +  II  Maccabees  chap.  vi.  1^. 
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him  capable  of  one  much  greater  :  "Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before 
>*  God  and  the  Father  is  this  ;  to  vifit  the  fatherlefs  and  the  widows  in 
"  their  affliftion,  and  to  keep  himfelf  unfpotted  from  the  world  *•" 

I  afterward  learned  that  he  gave  much  away  in  alms :  but  does  a  de- 
light in  gold  and  precious  flones^  even  though  confecrated  to  the  churchy 
coincide  with  the  ideas  of  pure  religion  and  undefiled ;  fuch  as  the 
l^eat  apoflle  recommends  ? 

I  was  informed  that  the  produce  of  his  wines  enabled  him  to  incur 
thefe  great  expenceis* 

We  3^ere  defirous  of  riding  over  the.  hill  Epomeus;  which,  in  the 
Italian  language^  is  called  Epomeo.  The  name  given  it  by  the  people 
of  Ifchia  is  Monte  di  Santo  Nicolo :  after  a  monaftery,  tha,t  is  built  upon 
it :  which,  abbreviated  in  the  Neapolitan  dialed,  is  pronounced  Mon 
San  NicQ;  likewife  frequently  San  Nico.  Our  guides,  proud  of  the 
beauties  of  their  country,  offered  to  take  us  a  pleafant  circuit. 

At  firft,  we  rode  among  garden  walls,  that  were  overarched  by  th« 
branches.  ^  fruit  trees  in  full  bloom.  At  one  moment  we  had  an 
open  profpe^l  toward  the  l^nd  and  fea ;  and  at  another  rode  up  fleep 
afcents,  which  were  fb  narrow  and  high  that  we  could  pluck  the  bloi^ 
foms  from  the  trees,  on  every  fide, .  from  the  backs  of  our  afles.  We 
were  obliged  to  be  careful  of  our  knees  between  the  rocks,  becaufe 
the  affes  were  with  equal  difficulty  driven,  held  back,  or  guided. 
TTie  path  frequejitly  lay  on  the  brink  of  deep  cliffs ;  all  of  which,  like 
the  heights,  were  planted  with  fruit  trees  ;  and  over  high  and  buftiy 
rocks,  where  we  faw  dreadful  gulphs  immediately  by  our  fide.  The 
windings  of  thefe  paths  often  fuddenly  led  to  fteep  places,  that  were, 
fo  fmall  as*  not  to  appear  capable  of  being  pafled  j  and  the  rider  is 
obliged  entirely  to  commit  himfelf  to  hi^  afs. 

Extenfive  profpeds  frcqucBtly  opened  upon  us..  We  faw  the  tower 
of  San  Angelo  lying  as  it  were  at  our  feet.  This  tower  is  built  on  a 
high  rock,  that  prpjeds  far  into  the  fea ;  and  is  conne^Sed  with  the 

♦  James.,  i.  27. 
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ifland  by  a  low  cape.  We  were  long  befoi-e  tvfe  had  attaihfcd  iiiiy  c6H^ 
fiderable  Tieighf,  becaiife  we  frequently  again  Went  down  ftfeep  declivi- 
ties:-but  now  wealmoft  continually  afcetided  dreadful  pathi^  that  la;^ 
bfelWefeh  high  Walls  of  the  tufa,  Wr  fend  ftohe>  of  Whic5b  the  mountain 
confirt&,  Wc  met  with  fp'ortfmen,  who  were  hunting  the  quail  j  iind 
^fio  barefootttJ-,  that  they  tfeight  not  flip,  fprar^  light  as  the  goat  dvit 
the  polifhed  tufa.  The  dogs  bring  the  bii'ds  that  are  Aot  otft  df  tii* 
^erhfe,  whicK  are  impaflaWe  even  16  thefe  hiintfmen. 

The  upper  part  of  the  mountain  is  rough,  but  ftill  liot  deftittitfe  6f 
fl\rubS  and  tree's  5  among  Which  the  fiieep  and  goatfe  wander.  The 
frioffe  dry  and  high  thfe  foil  is  the  more  poweriful  is  the  aromatic  bdoiir 
«f  Vfegetftiion.  '    t 

Aboilt  fotlr  hours  and  a  hilf  kftfe'r  we  had  left  Ftiria,  we  cjattfe  -td 
flie  hiariftitage  on  the  top  xX  tht  riiotintaitt  ;  which  is  inhabited  by  t¥r6 
monks,  and  dug  out  of  the  tufa  between  orerhinging  cUffs.     A  hiftw 
ftut^  in  the  proper  fchfe  of  the  word^  would  in  fad  be  fo  diftant  from 
rtfe  habitations  rf  ftlen,  arid  fo  hdpkfs^  oft  this  naked  fock,  efjpedairy 
?h  cafe  of  fickiiefs,  as  to  be  in  great  daA^ei:.     A  third  is  come  to.  them 
as  a  gueil ;  hut  is  fo  weak  that  he  cannot  tindettakfe  a  journey  to  th^ 
mohaftery  iii  the  valley.     He  fits  almcrfk  continually  either  before  the 
church  door  or  in  the  church.     He  fcarcely  feemed  to  mark  our  ap*. 
proach^  and  fpoke  only  when  he  was  queftiohed  ;  but  anfwered  with 
lahdnefs  and  ferenity.     He  told  ^licolovius  thftt  he  Wis  born  in  the 
year  1706  ;  from  whdm  he  learned  the  date  erf  the  prefeut  year,  and 
thence  difcovered  that  he  was  eighty-fix  years  of  age.     He  is  by  birth 
a  Palatine,  but  has  almoft  forgotten  our  mother  tongue. 

Toward  evening  the  fky  beekme  obfcuffed-,  and  deprivfed  us  of  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  the  fun  go  down.  Black  clouds,  riding  eaftward, 
rfeceived  the  deep  fhadows  of  the  craggy  mountain  on  Which  we  ftood, 
ahd  difplayed  their  forms.  Under  them,  we  diftinguiflied  the  other 
iflandis,  with  their  coafts.  The  fea  and  the  Iky  imperceptibly  loft 
themfelves  in  each  other ;  which  is  an  appearance  more  common  to 

^  thefe 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.        91 

thdfe  cpui^tnes  than  it  is  to  any  other  countries  and  feas  that  I  have 
viff  je^*  Sometinies  you  difcover  4  ihip,  in  a  place  which  before  yo^ 
b^d  Aippofed  to  ^e  the  {ky  ;  and  at  othef ^  a  rainbow,  T^^^  7^^  ^^^ 
ixnfginisd  that  it  vf^^  jtbe  fea  you  faw* 

,  Pfi  th?  1 6th,  the  fun  j-ofe  behind  cloucjs  :  yet  the  pr^fpjefl:  ,of  the 
^iftant  places  was  very  beautiful.  Our  view  /extended  fro^  the  i|laoid 
0^  Popz^}  nay  ^^  ^9^^9  Dragpne  with  all  the  intef  vening  fejis  ^nd 
ftp^?>  ^fl  M^!^?  foaLy2i  J  which  towers  beyond  the  cape  of  Sorejitg* 
T^is  pfpi^eft  eyery  inftant  incrjeafed  in  ^andeijr,  a^  thp  clouds  gradu- 
ally recede^  before  the  rifing  fun* 

We  now  thought  proper  to  return,  and  prpce^cjed  by  the  fliprtpft 
road  to  Bor^g  (i\^cbtff.  We  found  the  way  hy  ao  OTjeans  fo  diffi^cult 
as  froi^L  ^»«[^  y^^/^  y^  ^^  P^^^^PTTf  ^P^S^  99  l^^  rif^JP 
fpoajcry^  4f  ^^?  ^^  ^^^^f^'X  .^g?*^¥  ^P4?  an^ong  deqp  vaJljeys;  or 
sgtha  yeijd^  an,4  lc?jfy  patcbjCS  of  .the  mouj^Ufflfi ;  which  appe^  fp 
h|iye  jl?ecn  pro^djiced  jby  ^uptio^  of  fu^terranea^fire,  and  ejtrthqv^|;ef* 
.Of  ih^  former  tj^  hav^e  feei;i  jijip  appe^nce,  ^i|ice  tl^e  great  eruption 
hfi  150/.:  ^ut  wi5^g.^a^cy  ^e^ip^  ui^requefl,t.  One  (f£  f}^xaqj^p^ 
who  had  Jujhabite^  the  mouq,t^9  jd|jh^-aja4-tjh,i;^y  years,  ,told  fjis  th^t 
abp\\t  onqe  in  JG^xur  pr  .fiy^  ye^rs  flxQpks  ^yrere  {felt  on  tjl^e  nprth  ^.d?  of 
.the  ojaouptain.:  hut  t^e^y  .^d  tvp  .datnjtge.  D^u^i;^  t;he  lajft  nji!Ot](th  jthc 
mountain  was  fix .  times  /ha|c?n ,  by , qqi^fid j^^rji^e  J^eavjings, 

The  rude  upper  regions  as  we  defcended  foon  became  mild ;  and  more 
than  half  of  the  way  nature  again  was  decorated  in  all  herfmiles.  The 
nightingale  fang  from  the  thick  (hady  groves  of  tall  young  chefnut  trees 
on  the  right,  by  ^hefide  of  which  a  rivulet  murmured.  On  the  left  were 
groves  of  poplar,  tall  cherry  t^ee.s,m\i|berryt^ees,  and  fruits  of  every  kind; 
with  little  corn  fields^aijd  I^itch^n  ga:f4^s.'^he  rye  was  already  beginning 
tQ.ev^  Among  the  budding  branches,  we  difcovered  the  fea,  the  iflands, 
and  their  fhores :  thofe  ijlaiids  and  thpfefhores  where,  bqyQ^dProcid^  the 
■  Pofilipo  extends  itfelf ;  and  beyond  the  Pofilipo  the  low  cape,  at  the  end 
I'pf  cWfefcli  :tl^  ^A&h  prftowntpry  ,of  tMifenum  .rifes  j  aSot&ihg  beamies 
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of  lineal  perfpedive,  fuch  as  arc  feldom  feen.  And  where  is  the  mao^ 
who  has  not  vifited  Italy,  that  can  imagine  all  the  efFcfts  of  aerial  per- 
fpeftive  which  are  proper  to  this  country  ?  A  tender  etherial  mill  fwims 
before  the  eye  and  cafts  an  enchanting  veil  over  every  objeA :  particu* 
larly  over  the  fea,  its  ihores,  and  iilands  :  communicating  charms  t6 
them  which  are  neither  to  be  defcribed  nor  forgotten.  This  fafcinating 
veil  deferves  the  rather  fo  to  be  called  becaufe  it  embelltfiies  every 
thing,  and  conceals  nothing.  It  even  brings  objeds  nearer,  and  de- 
lights the  eye  with  the  foftnefs  of  its  ftiades.  Never  before  could  I  fee 
to  fo  great  a  diftance  as  in  this  country  ;  where  every  near  and  diflant 
object  appears  fo  magical. 

About  nine  o'clock  in  the  mornings  two  hours  after  we  had  departed 
from  the  top  of  the  Epomeo,  we  again  arrived  at  Borgo  d^Ifcbta. 

There  is  a  poft  felucca,  that  daily  pafles  between  thefe  towns  and 
Naples.  Whoever  Ihould  be  averfe  to  a  fea  voyage,  which  may  lad 
from  eight  to  ten  hours,  may  pafs  from  Naples  to  Capo  Mtfcno  by  land. 
You  ferry  over  to  Procida,  crofs  this  ifland,  and  again  take  boat  fromi 
thence  to  Ifchia.  The  people  of  Ifchia  call  this  kind  of  travelling  going 
by  land ;  although  you  arc  twice  obliged  to  crofs  the  water.  This 
mode  of  expreflion  made  a  paflage  in  the  Odyfley  intelligible  to  me^ 
which  had  excited  the  ridicule  of  many  a  fagacious  critic.  In  the  (ix-^ 
teenth  book,  Telemachus  thus  queflions  his  father ; 

floni  yof  m  'iwgo^  varsf  fiXt^  vnt  at  vcwrat 

'Ov  (jLsv  7dKf  Ti  at  soTfTov  owfjuu  kytdoi*  iMBadcu^    . 

HOAi.  Od.  Zvi.  222. 

What  (hip  tranfported  thee,  O  father,  fay. 

And  what  bleft  hands  have  oar'd  thee  on  the  way  *  I 

Pope,  b.  xvi*.  246^ 

Telemachus  knew^  as  well  as  any  critic^  that  a  maa  could  not  come 

"*  A  line  is  here  omitted^  In  PbpeV  tranflation^    Telemachus  adds  ^  It  was  impoiEble 
<<  thou  Ihould'ft  come  hither  on  foot.''    T. 

ta 
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to  an  ifland  on  foot  :1>ut  the  word  ir6To$  likewlfe  denoted,  after  thecu^ 
torn  of  the  country,  no  doubt,  a  travelleri^o  came  from  Peloponodus 
over  the  ifiands  of  Zacinthus  and  Same  to  Ithaca. 

The  paflage,  and  perhaps  in  a  flat  bottomed  veflel,  wae  frequent  be* 
tween  Cephallenia  in  Peloponnefus  to  Ithaca«  In  fuch  a  veifel  Phi* 
loetias,  who  had  been  placed  by  IJlyfles,  while  yet  young,  over  his  herds 
in  Cephallenia,  ufed  to  pafs ;  and  take  with  him  the  cows  and  goats  t» 
the  fuitors  of  Penelope. 

From  die  finn  land  they  came ;  bjr  boatmen  brought, 
Whofe  wherries  are  with  trav'lers  dailj  foiught*. 

After  my  return  from  Sicily  I  remained  fome  weeks  in  the' ifland  of 
Ifchia,  and  fent  feveral  meflfengers  by  land  to  Naples  ;  that  is,  what  is 
called  by  land,  over  Procida  and  Capo  Mifeao. 
'.  The  wind  was  unfavourable  for  a  pafllage  to  the  ifland  of  Capri; 
but  the  boatmen  repeated  an  aflertion  they  had  made  the  evening  bc^ 
fore,  that  it  would  change  about  noon.  Their  predidion  was  adually 
fulfilled :  for  the  winds  in  thefe  countries,  at  leafl;  during  fummer,,  are 
not  fo  irregular  as  in  ours.  It  was  pad  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  when 
we  again  took,  boat,  and  cafl:  many  a  look  of  regret  from  the  felucca 
toward  the  paradife  of  Uchia ;  the  inlnabitants  of  which  had  afforded 
us  great  £itisfa£kion.  They  are  a  well  made  people ;  and,  among  the 
women,  you  meet  with  fome  very  fine  faces.  Thdr  manners  too  are 
kind  and.  animated  ^  and  in  the  expreflive  pantomime  of  look,  attitude, 
and  gefticnlation,  they  are  not  inferior  to  the  inhabitants  of  Naples. 

The.  wind  was  with,  us:  but  there  was  fo  little  of  it  that  the  men 
were  obHjged  to  take  to  their  oars,,  and.  we  were  three  hours  and  a  half 

*P6pe'8  tranflation  is  too  free  for  the  author's  purpofe  :  it  is  therefore,  neceflary  to 
tranllate,  as  absve,  .rather  more  Uterallf*    T, 

on 
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<)ntke  feft'!i^Mn  3ic  two  SA^n^    Wh^O'^^?  b?4  ^cpmpIK^ed  the 

and  began  to  whiftle.  .Xb^gQwi  pappl?^ierfi.4^irops  f?f  ^§5^  *ft 

4aie2qpfi£)jQj  fight ;  axi^  tb^F  9i^Ms^  fuqcofslijl  ^f)  tl;^  t^tea^r  A  qifan- 
*itj  of  dolphifas  Mroe  r.oun4  Wf  apd  fo£e  oyt  of  ^Jie  watfr,  with  qv^t 
log  bounds,  rtj^y  oear  to  oi^ir  vefleL  This  iped^cle  cauti^i^d  a  cqijiQt 
detaW?^  tiwc,  W^  Wie,fftjv;n?any  copying  at  a^  4iftft?ce.  S^pr^il  jpf  jlje;?^ 
ridfed  their  bodies  out  of  the  fea-but  a  few  paces  frpm  UfS,  with  ^  e;):? 
preffion  of  curiofity :  a  pofition  which  it  appeared  they  could  only  ob- 
tain by  a  higher  bound  fhjtn  ^fiial,  and  which  they  could  but  preferve 
for  a  moment.  One  of  the  boatmen  unfeafonably  dafhed  the  water 
with  his  oar ;  ai^  {v&m  itbat  ioftant  ti^j  {ofOffj^x^z  cpwpf  ny,  although 
we  continued  to  whiftl^^ -.  ' 

You  fee  that  the  fable  of  Arion,  whofe  fong  coUeded  the  dolphins 
aromid  him,  4s  not  ^ritifcfly  w^out^foundation* 

'None  of  the  ifianda  whidh  W  fi;iw  on  our  paflage  i^ad  fo  wild  an  apr- 

pearance  as  that  of  Capii  ^  wlioie^orQS  and  ikinwiit  were  ftcep,  tocky^ 

«and -craggefi.    *Tb€<5«dcj^caHjed  it  &/r>ir,  Cir/wir,  Afid :.^<^/ri^  ;  the 

^x)m3a\s/Caprie.     Auguftiis  ^dighted  Ul  tfhis  Mapd,  sid  .eadchingei 

the  much  greater  ifland  of  lochia  for  it,  withtbe  Mcapalitansf :  ^aecgufet 

%eing  very  credulous,  be  was  pei^fuadad  ifhat  a  iickly  oak  wbidh  he 

thought  ^ad  increafed  in  ^ftrength  fince  'his  artdval,  ^was  a  gqod  om0Q^« 

Afliort  time'beforelhis  d^ath,  lie*paff€d  iSdurdaysui  thi6  ifkhd^  and 

*was  very  much  ddlighted  :  tdcing  great  pleaftire  ^n  -a  fpoft  ^vi^toh,  zti^ 

cording  to  4he  ancient  manners  of -the^ouptiy,  theinhabitatits  cxf.w^iah 

are^lill  very  lively,  was  pra^lifed  by  »the -youth.    He  ^ncour^gedand 

scvientoc^  pledfure  in  tih^ir  jocularity,  and  was  «itnui<^^y 'their  tnaii- 

ner  of  fnatching  and  eating  their  fruits.    iHis  ttepfpn  Hod  iiiK^eBbr^ 

'Tiberius,  <ihofe  this  ^beautffiil  ifland  as  ^ihe  feoret  Ibene  of  hkdeldftable 

debaucheries.     As  it '  is  with  'freedom  fo  at  ^is  iwtth  :falitude ;  it  eonobies 

fione  but  the  noble:  it  increafes  the^ice  of  the  vicious*     Tiberius  re- 

♦Suct.  in  VitaQ£l..c-.9a.4n4?8v  .  i 

figned 
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figned  hirtfeff  in  this  folitude  tbliis  IhftS  and  hU  AifantKtopy  j  and 
here  devifed  the  tnoft  fcandalous-  pi^^icfe^i  iand  the  iftoft  fangukiaif 
cruelties. '  'Nfegleaiii^ihe  dHklrsol' flie'btti^ifft,  he  6ii»it«<id  «h*  dd^Ace 
<jf  itopbrtant  fJlac^s  ;  ahd  fuffer^d  whofe  .^rdVihoes '  to  be  Ravaged  bf 
the  feftemy  tiiichaftiFed*.  ' 

•the  air  6f  this  iflahd,  like  that  df  IfehiaVls  Very-  healfhyj  which,  in< 
addition  to  its  fteep  fliotes,  ihdaced  ^irii  ko  tkodk  It  W  his  placi  of 
abtfcfe.  §uch  a*!:  leaA  ^s  ttie  bpirrion  of  Tfeeltws,  thifdee^  edcjuirei'  ifato 
the  mdti*es  and  adidns  of  menf '  f^r  (his  iltatid  i*  only  aaieffible  itt 
VW6  places ;  and,  as  fnay  be  fden  in  Snetbnius,  only  in  ©ne  in  his  time ;. 
and  even  there  for  none  but  fmall  teffels. 

t  an!  kddlrted  to- my  friend  Pucdhifot  a -thought  ^htth  ^eki«  i<t 
nit  very  pfobuble.'  '  This- intelligeht  'man  j  who  feels  wM  aft  the  ardour 
of  a  poet  and  reads  with  all  the  acumen  of  a  biftoriaB,  cobteives  tht» 
choice  df  Tibenus  to  have  bfeen  deeply  political.  Troni  this  hiding  pl*ce, 
where  the  gloomy  tyrant  had  concealed  himfelf  ftom-  the  eyes  and  ob- 
fetvation  6?  the  citizens  by  whom  he  was  hated,  he  overlooked  the= 
fea,  kept  thfe  fleet  which  lay  at  Mlfenum  in  awe,  la#  the  ftiips  arriving 
that  tame  from  Egypt,  Barbary,and  Sicily,  whi?h  fupplied  Rome  with 
ctfm,  and,  by  HTuing  his  orders,  could  have  famiflied  flie  city.  How 
defirable  was  fuch  a  fituation  for  Tiberius;  who  was  not  a  driveller,  like 
Claudius,  nor  a  Frantic  monfter,  like  Caligula,  Nero,  and  Domitian  j 
bdt  a  capacious  plotting  tyrant,  who  teduced  deljpotifm  to  a  fyftem,  and 
whofe  well  combined  projeds  were  beyond  the  abilities  of  his  fud- 
ceflbrs.  For  this  reafon,  though  the  Romans  of  his  age  endured  their 
chains  lefs  patiently  than  irt  following  generatiotis,  yet  he  efcaped  the 
fate  ofthofe  odious  wretches,  and  died  in  his  bed. 

We  landed  at  a  village,  \^rhich  was  fituated  "between  projefting  cliffs 
ih  a  verdant  and  productive  valley ;  to  which  the  furrounding  terrors 
ctf  the  rocks  gave  additional  charms.     Here,  as  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia, 

*  Suet,  in  Vita  Tib.  c.  40'*-4$i  and  60.  f  Tat.  Aa.  iv.  cap.  iC. 

are 
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are  (hady  grovesf  and  garden8  ;  and  here  too  the  air  is  rendered  odori- 
ferous, by  fhrubs,  ffuits^  and  flowers. 

I  faw  feveral  flowers  with  which  I  was  unacquainted,  and  found  the 
double  red  anagallis ;  which  is  very  plentiful  with  us,  except  that  it 
is  (ingle.  We  afcended  a  fteep  road  to  the  little  town  qf  Capri,  in 
hopes  of  finding  afles,  and  of  this  evening  viiiting  the  ruins  of  one  of 
the  palaces  of  Tiberius :  but  thefe  hopes  were  deceitful 

Though  late,  we  walked  on  the  fea  ihore  ;  and  found  the  ftrand  co- 
vered with  multitudes  of  round  pebbles,  and  very  frequently  among 
them  circular  pieces  of  white  marble,  polifhed  by  the  wavea.  The 
Tocks  on  the  fhore  form  arches,  and  projeding  cliffs;  one  of  which  foon 
iet  limits  to  our  walk.  We  found  corals  among  the  flints  on  the  ftrand. 
It  being  .dark,  we  faw  the  glowing  lava  of  Vefuvius ;  which  rifes  im- 
mediately oppofite  to  Capri. 

Early  on  the  17th,  we  began  our  ride  up  high  fteps,  by  gardens, 
which  brought  us  into  narrow  paths,  that  led  among  blooming  trees 
andfmall  fields  till  the  country  became  more  rude  :  yet  only  more  in 
comparifon  with  the  pleafant  places  through  which  we  had  paffed.  We 
faw  the  barley  in  full  ear.  The  higher  parts  through  which  we  rode 
were  embellifhed  with  a  beautiful  pyramidal  ornithogalum^tht  flower  of 
which  has  fix  white  leaves,  with  a  tender  purple  line  in  the  middle. 

Large  foundations  remain  of  the  palace  of  Tiberius  j  with  halls,  and 
jruins  of  two  pillars.  A  hermit  now  lives  near  the  chapel  of  Santa  Ma- 
ria, in  a  place  which  was  once  the  abode  of  the  ruler  of  half  the  world. 
Here  we  had  the  grandeft  and  moft  enchanting  fea  profpedl  that  I  had 
ever  beheld.  We  overlooked  the  whole  bay  of  Naples,  lying  between 
the  two  much  greater  bays  to  which  Gaeta  and  Salerno  give  their 
names.  Beyond  this  is  the  promontory  of  Licofa;  and  farther  than 
that  the  hill  of  Circe  ;  which  are  at  leaft  five-and-twenty  German  miles 
4]iftant  from  each  other :  but  the  beauty  of  the  furrounding  ol^eds  is 
iof  much  greater  value  than  their  diftance. 

Th£  view  of  the  bay  of  Salerno  i$  even  more  enchai^ting  than  the 

views 
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views  of  the  two  other  bays.  The  (hores  which  it  prefents  are  lofty ; 
and  on  each  fide  of  them  are  feen  fixteen  or  feventcen  ridges  of  moun- 
tains, one  behind  the  other.  The  promontory  of  Mafla  towers  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  ifland  of  Capri ;  from  which  it  is  only  about  half  a 
German  mile  diftant.  Beyond  the  fhores  of  the  two  other  bays  the 
lofty  Apennines  rife. 

Leaving  this  place,  we  rode  to  the  fouth  eaft  part  of  the  ifland  ;  where 
we  alighted  from  our  afles  and  climbed  a  fteep  footpath,  and  then 
made  as  fteep  a  defcent  through  a  cavity  formed  by  the  arching  rocks^ 
that  led  to  a  grotto,  in  which  we  met  with  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  build- 
ing. Oiie  of  the  palaces  of  Tiberius  doubtlefs  was  here.  This  might 
probably  be  one  of  the  places  where,  according  to  the  narrative  of  Sue- 
tonius, he  delivered  himfelf  up  to  the  moft  hateful  lafcivioufnefs,  among 
cragged  rocks  and  caverns^  The  recolle£kion  of  this  monfter  afTociates 
itfelf  with  the  folemn  gloom  of  the  wonders  of  the  fcene.  From  this 
rocky  hall  there  is  a  proiped  toward  the  fea.  In  the  blue  diftance,  oa 
the  left,  lies  a  part  df  the  ihores  of  the  bay  of  Salerno  ;  and,  to  the 
right,  the  neigjibouring  rocks,  projecting  and  overhanging  each  other. 
You  cannot  fee.  the  fty,  and  can  only  difcover  a  part  of  the  fea,  vifibly 
enclofed,  lying  deep  below  you,  and  of  a  dark  blue  colour. 

Our  guides  called  thefe  caverns  Grotta  di  Matrimon.  We  are  in- 
formed, by  Tacitus,  that  Tiberius  built  twelve  great  palaces  on  this 
ifland*  Suetonius  calls  one  of  tbefe  palaces  the  villa  of  Jupiter  ;  from 
which  Lipfius  ^onje<ftures  that  the  twelve  great  palaces  were  dedicated 
to  the  twelve  fuperipr  deities.  According  to  this  not.  improbable  fup- 
pofition,  thefe  ruins,  to  which  the  people  have  applied  the  word  Afa- 
trimony  may  have  been  a  building  dedicated  to  the  mother  of  the  Gods: 
or  the  great  Mother :  Matri  deorum^  ,vel  Matri  MagM :  that  is, 
Cybele.*. :,  / 

Large 

*  Among  die  plates  engraved  for  thiiB  work,  there  is  one  of  this  Grotto ;  after  an  ex- 

ceUeat  ^rawingby  Profeflbr  Rchberg,  now  living  in  Rome,  to  whom  my. thanks  are  due 

Vol.il  .0  I  hope 
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Large  remains  of  refervoirs,  and  mofaic  flooring,  are  found  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  ifland.  People  were  employed  there  in  the  fearch  of 
antiquities,  at  the  expence  of  a  principal  perfon  of  Naples.  Their  fu- 
perintendant  relates  that  pillars  and  other  valuable  antiquities  have 
been  found,  but  no  ftatues  :  probably,  this  was  a  winter  palace  of  Ti- 
berius. 

The  people  of  this  ifland  are  lively,, and  full  of  gefticulation ;  like 
thofe  of  Ifchia.  An  old  woman  was  raifed  to  a  kind  of  comic  rapture 
at  the  freftx  coloured  cheeks  of  my  fon,  and  at  his  flaxen  hair.  She 
danced  round  and  round  him,  threw  her  arms  in  the  air,  and,  as  fhe 
had  no  caftagnetts,  {he  loudly  fnapp^d  her  fore  finger  and  thumb, 
with  quick  emotion,  and  fang,  as  if  half  infpired  or  half  crazy,  ^tanto 
e  hello  !  Sopra  bello  !  Sotto  bello  I  Tutto  bello  I  O  quanto  hello  !  How 
beautiful  he  is !  Beautiful  above !  Beautiful  below  !  Beautiful  every 
where !    Oh  how  beautiful ! 

It  appears  every  where  common  with  the  people  of  thefe  countries, 
whea  they  dance  with  paflSon,  to  throw  up  their  arms ;  and  dancing 
frequently  communicates  paflSon,  and  paflSon  frequently  makes  them 
dance.  I  once,  in  Naples,  faw  one  woman  very  angry  with  another. 
After  a  torrent  of  abufive  language,  (he  fuddenly  began  to  throw  up 
her  arms,  and  dance.  One  of  the  ancients  fo  me  where  mentions  the 
terrible  Graces.  She  capered  with  the  intoxication  of  a  Bacchante, 
now  made  a  fpring,  remaining  in  the  fame  place,  but  rifing  upward 
with  unconquerable  ftrength,  then  flew  with  incredible  fwiftnefs  to  the 
extremity  of  the  circle  formed  by  the  crowding  fpedators,  again  fliot 
like  an  arrow  from  a  bow  to  the  other  fide ;  flew  back,  fliopped  for  an 
inftant  with  her  inflamed  countenance  in  full  play,  exhaufteJ  her  gall 
in  a  new  torrent  of  abufe,  and  again  began  her  dance. 

In  our  rude  northern  climates,  the  limbs  are  not  fo  fupple,  the  blood 
is  not  fo  hot,  the  paflions  are  not  fo  inflammatory. 

I  hope  to  fee  many  of  die  beaatiful  landfcapes  of  this  German  artift  made  known  to  his 
countrymcs,  by  the  means  of  engraving.    He  labours  with  uncommon  afliduity,  and  con 
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The  lefs  lively  infant^  in  conformity  to  our  manners,  is  early  fub- 
jeded  to  incapacitating  reftraint.  The  common  people  are  too  fre- 
quently injured  by  labour,  and  by  contention  with  the  angry  elements; 
and  the  injuries  are  increafed  becaufe  the  rudenefs  of  the  climate 
increafes  the  number  of  their  wants,  arid  the  inceflant  feverities  of  their 
induftry.  Thofe  who  are  not  enfeebled,  but  rendered  hardy,  become 
ftiff  and  unwieldy :  at  leaft  if  compared  to  the  agility  and  animation  of 
the  fouthu  Our  bodies,  lefs  pliant,  and  impelled  by  juices  lefs  ardent, 
bend  flowly  to  the  will ;  and  do  not  harmonize  with,  do  not  participate 
o£^  the  ardent  foul  of  quick  fenfibility  ;  like  the  playful  inhabitants  of 
thefc  climates.  Our  geftures  and  our  attitudes  may  be  faid  to  flutter, 
compared  to  the  geflures  and  fpeaking  attitudes  of  the  Italians  ;  whofe 
every  motion  is  a  word. 

Our  rolling  national  dance  cannot  be  faid  to  pidure  the  emotions  of 
the  mini  It  is  no  more  than  the  expreffion  of  a  thought,  or  rather  of 
an  inclination :  yet  it  is  expreffion,  and  therefore  more  animated 
than  the  cold  Englifh  dance ;  and  more  natural  than  the  capricious, 
regulated,  mazes  of  the  French,  which  kind  of  dance,  in  reality,  is  as 
void  of  meaning  as  the  Englifh,  Nor  has  it  much  more  animation : 
though  it  has  more  of  the  imitation,  the  appearance  of  mirth;  and 
this  imitation  communicates  the  femblance  of  jocularity,  to  youth. 
Variety,  precifion,  and  the  foul  of  expreffion  are  not  difcoverable,  by 
me,  in  any  of  thefe  dances  :  nor,  till  I  came  to  Italy,  had  I  any  idea  of 
the  dance  of  the  Greeks ;  which  was  made  a  ferious  part  of  the  edu- 
cation of  their  noble  youth. 

Not  that  I  have  feen  any  dances  in  Italy  evidently  intended  for 
moral  purpofes ;  but  they  are  full  of  expreffion,  full  of  life,  and  of 
creative  faculties ;  and  they  appear  to  prove  that  there  is  no  exag- 
geration in  the  accounts  given  us  of  the  moral  attention  paid  to  the 
art  of  dancing  and  of  its  dignity. 

For  this  reafon  the  art  was  fo  highly  honoured  by  the  Greeks  of  the 

O  2  earliefl 
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earlieft  ages.     Homer  celebrates  Mcriones  for  having  been  a  good 
dancer  ;  and,  in  another  place,  he  fays, 

HoM.  11.  xiii.  730,  31. 

To  fome  the  powers  of  bloody  war  belong, 

To  fome  the  dance,  the  lyre,  jthe  charms  of  fong  *. 

Pope,  b.  xiil.  915. 

Socrates  was  not  afhamed  of  exercifing  himfelf  in  dancing  •  and 
hiftory  has  prefervcd  the  name  Calliphron,  the  dancing  mafter  of  the 
great  Epaminoodas,  An  ancient  poet  has  exhibited  even  the  Zeus 
dancing : 

In  the  midft  of  them  danced  the  father  of  the  gods  and  men. 

The  dance  conftituted  a  part  of  the  mufic  of  the  ancients :  for  this 
mufic  included  both  poetry  and  dancing.  It  was  the  gymnaftic  of  the 
foul :  for,  as  the  body  was  rendered  morefupple  and  powerful  by  it,  fo 
was  the  harmonic  concord  of  the  foul  the  great  end  of  mufic.  The 
arts  of  intonation  and  of  dancing  were  very  frequently  conneded  with 
lyric  poems :  at  leaft  with  fuch  kind  of  poems  as  confift  of  ftrophe, 
antiftrophe,  and  epode.  Among  the  odes  of  Pindar,  we  find  fome 
the  ftrophe  and  antiftrophe  of  which  each  confift  of  feventeen  verfes  j 
and  the  epode  of  thirteen. 

By  this  union  of  poetry,  mufic,  and  dancing,  and  only  by  this,  was 
the  ear  of  the  auditor,  who  was  likewife  a  fpeiSlator,  enabled  to  con- 
ceive the  exifting  harmony  between  the  ftrophe  and  the  antiftrophe, 
and  the  connexion  of  both  with  the  epode,  and  to  enjoy  them  ;  but 
not  without  the  aid  of  the  eye.     I  conjedture  that  the  dance,  which 

♦  I  have  again  l^ccn  obliged  to  vary  from  Pope.    T. 

was 
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was  accompanied  by  the  fong  of  the  dancer,  did  not  confift  in  fpring^ 
and  bounds ;  but  meafured  fteps,  regulated  by  the  mufic,  and  accompa^ 
nicd  by  gefticuktion  of  the  arms.  During  the  fong  of  the  ftrophe,  the 
dancers  turned  from  the  eaftto  the  weft,  returned  with  the  antiftrophe 
from  the  weft  to  the  eaft,  and  ftood  ftill  while  the  epode  was  fung;- 
It  may  eafily  be  conceived  that,  animated  as  the  Greek  rhythmus  is,, 
its  harmonic  connexion,  during  the  vaft  circuit  if  I  may  fo  fay  of  the- 
rhythmic  period,  would  have  efcaped  the  ear,  had  not  union  and  ex?r 
predion  been  communicafted  by  mufic  and  dancing ;  of  whicli  we  per- 
haps can  only  form  a  very  inadequate  idea. 

The  greater  the  efFeds  that  were  produced  upon  thefe  people,  by 
dancing  and  mufic,  the  more  natural,  wife,  and  ncceffary,  it  was  to 
limit  them  by  determinate  rules.  This  was  at  leaft  the  cafe  in  fome 
republics,  that  were  fubjeft  to  the  Doric  laws.  By  fuch  mean«  only 
could  mufic,  like  the  gymnaftic  exercifes,  be  capable  of  moral  worth  : 
as  it  would  otherwife  have  been  injurious  to  the  too  inflammable  paC- 
iions.  Dancing  was  combined  with  mufic,  and  poetry  with  both,  in 
the  moft  ancient  ages  of  the  eaftern  nations.  We  find,  in  the  contents 
or  tkles  of  many  of  the  pfalms,  not  only  the  inftrument,  by  which  the 
pfalm  was  accompanied,  defcribed,  but  likewife  the  number  of  the 
ftrings  of  this  inftrumenti 

When  the  royal  poet  caufed  the  ark  to  be  removed  from  the  houfe 
of  Abinadab,  in  Gibeah,  "  David  and  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  played 
"  before  the  Lord  on  all  manner  of  inftruments,  made  of  fir  wood, 
"  even  on  harps,  and  on  pfalteries,  and  on  timbrels,  and  oh  cornets^ 
**  and  on  cymbals  *." 

And  again,  when  after  three  months  the  ark  of  God  was  brought 
from  the  houfe  of  Obed  Edom,  the  Gittite,  into  the  city  of  David,, 
that  "  David  danced  before  the  Lord  with  all  his  might ;  and  David 
•*  was  girded  with  a  linen  ephod.     So  David  and  all  the  houfe  of 

•  Sam.  vi.  Si. 

^Ifrael 
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**  Ifrael  brought  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  with  fhouting,  and  with  the 
"  found  of  the  trumpet  *.'* 

Why  fhould  I  recall  to  your  recollection  things  fo  well  known  as  the 
warlike  Pyrrhic  dances  of  the  Greeks,  or  thofe  of  their  banquets  ? 
You  likewife  know  how  Hippoclides,  the  Athenian,  who  was  one  of 
the  fuitors  of  Agarifta  the  daughter  of  Clifthehes,  the  tyrant  of  Sicyon, 
had  almoft  won  the  palm,  when  all  his  hopes  were  killed  by  immodefty 
In  dancing.  Clifthenes  withheld  his  difapprObation  even  when  the 
youth  flood  on  his  head  on  a  table  :  but,  as  foori  as  in  this  pofition  he 
began  to  throw  his  legs  in  the  air,  and  gefticulate  as  if  with  his  arms, 
Clifthenes  exclaimed,  fl  yrai  Tia-etv<f'pov^  aT&)^;i(fia'<t(rye  jMiv  top  yctfJLov^ 

O,  fon  of  Tyfandras,  you  have  danced  away  your  bride  f  I 

A  defcription  of  a  dance  of  the  ancients,  which  they  called  the 
Hormos^  that  is,  the  neck  band,  is  preferved  by  Lucian  j  and  appears  to 
me  to  be  fo  charming  that  I  cannot  forbear  to  cite  the  pafiage. 

"  The  Hormos  is  a  dance  performed  by  young  men  and  young  wo- 
"  men,  who  are  interchangeably  arranged,  one  behind  the  other,  in 
"  the  form  of  a  neck  band.  A  youth,  dancing,  leads  the  ring,  with 
•'  fuch  attitudes  as  may  be  ferviceable  to  him  in  war.  A  Virgin  mo- 
"  deftly  follows,  dancing  with  female  foftnefs :  fo  that  the  Hormos 
•*  weaves  a  garland  of  graceful  modefty  and  courage  :]:/* 

The  Ionic  dance  was  notorious  for  its  voluptuoufnefs.  It  is  a  com- 
plaint, with  Horace,  that  young  women  in  his  time  were  inftruded  in 
this  dance. 

Motui  doceri  gaudet  lomcos 
Matura  virgo^  etj^ngitur  ariibu^ 
Jam  nuncy  et  tnceflos  amores 
De  tenero  meditatur  unguu 

Lib.  ill.  ode  6. 


*  V.  14,  IS%  t  Herod.  VI.  116.     '         %  Amuasv*  mp  ^0^%n9t»$* 

With 
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With  pliant  limbs  the  tender  maid 
i^ow  joys  to  learn  the  (hamelefs  trade 
Of  wanton  dancing,  and  improves 
The  pleafures  of  licentious  loves. 

Frahcis. 

You  imow  how  Herod,  criflamed  by  the  dancing  of  the  daughter  of  his 
wife  Herodiasi  and  probably  heated  with  wine,  made  th,e  mad  oath  of 
granting  whatever  boon  flie  fhould  require,  even  though  it  were  the 
half  of  his  kingdom ;  and  that  the  murder  of  a  holy  mao»  whom  ho 
honoured,  was  the  confequence  of  this  oath. 

It  is  a  common  opinion  in  Italy  that  perfons,  who  have  been  bittea. 
by  the  Tarantula,,  can  only  be  cured  by  dancing ;  ajad  not  by  that, 
unlefs  the  mufician  Ihall  play  an  air  that  fuits  the  temper  of  the  pa-, 
tient :  which  he  can  only  difcover  by  repeated  trials.  This  opinion, 
the  truth  of  whicjh  I  (hall  le^ye  to  future  enquiry,  as  I  hope  to  hear 
more  of  it  in  Apulj4>  evidently  proves  the  power  afcribed  by  the  Ita^ 
Uans  to  dancing  ^p(fOmf^\€d  by  mfific :  a  power  which  is  indubita-4 
bly  proved  by  a  variety  pf  expcrimenf^s,. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  failed  with  a  brifk  gale  from  Capri;  and  fav 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  the  appearance  of  which  is  even  wilder  than 
that  of  the  north*  The  ho|lpw  cU/Fs,  dreadful  to  view,  refitting  the 
ra^ng  waves,  now  tower  perpendicularly,  and  now  prefent  themfelvea 
in  fantaflic  forms. 

We  pafled  the  promontory  of  Mafla :  or,  as  it  is  called.  Campanile 
di  Ma/fa  :  the  belfry  of  Mafla.  It  is  thus  named  by  the  Italians  from 
their  cuftom  of  creding  towers,  for  their  bells,  not  upon  but  befide 
their  churches.  By  thq  ancients  it  was  called  the  promontory  of  Mi- 
nerva. 

We  landed  at  the  little  town  of  Mafla ;  where  we  hired  mules,  and 
rode  to  Sorerito.  At  firft,  we  afcended  a  very  fteep  height :  after  which 
the  road  became  more  level,  but  continually  pleafant.  All  the  produc-* 
tions  of  earth  feem  to  embellifti  thefe  coa^ls^    Befkle  the  lefs  agreeable 

oliv€^ 
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olive,  the  beautiful  oak  rifes ;  the  cytifus'laburnum  grows  wild  ia  the 
hedges  ;  which  it  decorates  with  its  lovely  grape  formed  flower* 

That  beautiful  fpecies  of  fpartium,  which  our  gardeners  call  Spanifh 
Iroom  and  which  is  preferved  in  the  hot  houfe  in  winter,  here  grows 
wild  with  its  yellow  butter  flower ;  and,  like  the  bloom  of  the  cytifus^ 
is  delighjtful  both  to  the  fight  and  the  fmell.  The  fpartium  and  the 
medicago  ^rhorea^  the  cytifus  of  Virgil,  flower  in  Italy  in  the  winter. 

The  whole  hill  above  us  was  fhaded  with  lofty  trees  ;  and  we  faw 
the  fea  on  the  left:  having  afcended  to  a  great  height,  riding  through 
zig  zag  roads  among  groves  of  orange,  citron,  and  various  fruits  ia 
bloom,  till  we  came  to  Sorento. 

The  age  In  which  this  place  was  founded  is  uncertain  :  but  it  is  of 
liigh  antiquity.  It  was  generally  believed,  among  the  ancients,  that  it 
derived  its  name  of  Surrentum  from  the  Sirens.  I  cannot  conceive 
how  the  naked  rocks,  that  projedl  from  the  promontory  of  Maffa,  or 
thofe  fmaller  cliffs  that  face  Sorento,  could  have  been  fuppofed  to  be 
the  ifland  of  the  melodious  Sirens.  Honier  mentions  the  ifland  of 
the  Sirens :  but  he  likewife  tells  us  they  fang  in  flowery  meadows. 
That  the  charming  ifland  of  Homer  lay  between  the  promontory  of 
Circe  and  the  gulphs  of  Sicily  is  certain :  but  I  (hould  rather  feek  it 
in  the  vicinity  of  thefe  gulphs.  We  find  that,  after  Ulyflfes  and  his 
companions  had  pafled  the  ifland,  they  heard  the  thunder,  and  faw  the 
fmoking  billows,  of  Scylla  *. 

Now  all  at  once  tremendous  fcenes  unfold ; 
Thunder'd  the  -deeps,  the  fmoking  billows  roIPd ! 

'  Po»E,  Od.  xii.  V.  240. 

Sorento  is  built  in  a  verdant  valley,  which  Is  fituated  upon  the  hill. 
Nature  has  rendered  this  valley  inacceflTible  from  the  fea  on  all  fides :' 
for  the  rocks,  which  are  in  the  form  of  a  fickle,  are  high  and  fteep. 

•  >i.  When  I  wrote  this,  I  had  not  fcen  the  cliffs  which  arc  fituated  in  the  bay  of 

Salerno,  on  the  further  fide  of  the  cape  of  Sorento,  called  Le  Gallic  and  generally  fup- 
pofed to  be  the  ifland  of  the  Sirens:  though  they  are  very  foiaU,  and  barren. 

Protefted 


i. 


^ 
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ftyotedcd  from  the  foath  and  the  call  by  the  hill,  refrefhed  by  the  fea ' 
breeze  from  the  weft  and  the  north,  vifitcd  by  the  afternoon  fun,  and 
fhcltered  fromtlie  north  wind  by  the  heights  beyond  Naples  and  Po- 
filipo,  this  valley  enjoys  an  eternal  fpring.  It  is  watered  by  the  rivu- 
fets  of  the  mountain ;  stnA.  the  quick  defcent  of  the  fhores  prevents  the 
water  from  forming  marfhes,  Tlie  odour,  from  the  buds,  flowers, 
^aromatic  (hrubs,  and  plants,  is  fo  ftrong,  that  it  penetrates  and  fills  the  . 
ttrcets  and  houfes,  .The  breezes  frofti  the  fea  and  the  mountain  fport 
with  thefe  lovely  odours  ;  and,  by  purifying  the  atmofphere,  prevent 
them  from  becoming  too  powerful. 

In  the  evening,  we  went  on  board  a  fifliing  boat,  and  rowed  along 
^e  ceaft.  As  the  rocky  Chore  is  fteep  and  the  houfes  of  the  town  arc 
built  in  the  valley,  which  lies  rather  under  the  rocks,  we  were  obliged 
to  fail  tolerably  far  into  the  fea,  before  we  could  difcover  the  little 
town.  From  its  produce  it  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  with  Naples  ; 
and  itsftrand  fwarms  with  bufy  and  reftlefs  mariners.  Under  what  is 
properly  the  town,  the  rocks  frequently  rife  perpendicular  from  the  fea  ; 
and  frequently  afford  a  fmall  bank,  for  boats  and  fi(hermen.  Steps  are 
cut  in  the  rock,  through  fuch  openings  as  lead  to  the  ilrand  j  from 
which  too  there  are  roads  T:ut,  in  a  lateral  and  zig  zag  diredion. 
r  Wherever  nature  affords  little  plats  among  the  rocks,  gardens  are 

f  planted  ;  and,  among  the  inacceffible  cliffs,  wild  fhrubs  and  flowers 
V  P^^Pr  ^  never  made  fo  charming  a  little  trip  as  this,  or  onefo  diver- 
fified  in  its  beauties :  nor  fhull  I  ever  forget  the  high  rock,  fronting  the 
garden  of  a  Capuchin  monaftery,  which  rofe,  like  a  watch  tower^  brav- 
ing the  angry  waters.  As  we  rowed  round  into  a  f^nall  bay,  we  had  a 
glimpfe  of  a  monk,  fpreading  nets  to  catch  quails  in  a  verdant  part  of 
the  garden  that  was  over-arched  with  trees. 

Like  moft  of  the  hills  of  thefe  fhores^  that  on  which  Sorento  fta^ds 

is  cleft  in  many  places,  and  over  thefe  cavities  bridge^  are  built,  as  over 

rivers.     On  the  morningof  the  i8th,  we  defcended  one  of  thefe  cliffs, 

through  which  a  rufbing  ftteam  jvoiired  its  waters.  Lofty  trees  incline 

Vol.  U.  P  their 
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their  branches  from  the  upper  edge ;  others  grow  blooming  below  ;• 
and^  between  them,  luxuriant  fhrubs,  mingled  with  innumerable  aro- 
matic plants  and  flowers.  We  fat  fome  hours  befide  the  rivulet  in  this 
cooling  cavity  j  and  faw,  opening  in  front  above  us,  a  high  rocky 
grotto,  lined  with  mofs,  round  which  the  ivy,  kept  in  motion  by  the 
air,  fpread  itfelf,  forming  a  thin  curtain. 

The  vegetables  and  fruits  of  Sorento  are  excellent.  We  met  with 
lemons,  which  we  could  not  fpan  with  both  hands ;  and  fwcet  oranges, 
vyhich,  for  fize,  odour,  and  tafte,  were  not  inferior  to  the  famous  oranges 
of  Malta.  Milk  and  butter  are  equally  good  ;  and  the  veal  of  Sorento 
is  fuppofed  to  be  the  beft  in  Italy.  The  water  is  cooling,  and  clear  ; 
and  the  wine,  which  in  colour  refembles  Burgundy,  has  fome  (Irength : 
but  it  is  acid,  becaufe  they  do  not  know  how  to  preferve  it  above  a  year. 
Galen  long  ago  remarked  that  the  wine  of  Sorento  did  not  become  mild 
in  lefs  than  ten  years ;  and  I  am  well  affured  that,  if  proper  means  were 
taken  and  it  were  treated  in  a  diflTerent  manner,  it  would  be  excellent 
and  maintain  its  ancient  fame.  Ovid  celebrates  the  noble  vines  of  the 
9orentine  hills. 

^'•''^' Sufrentino^tnerofispahmtecolfef** 

Rich  in  all  the  gifts  of  nature,  embelliflied  with  all  the  charms  that 
feas,  and  rocks,  and  hills,  and  dales,  and  rivulets,  and  groves,  fhrubs, 
fruits,  and  flowers,  can  afford,  in  all  their  various  and  loveliefl  changes, 
this  little  people  live  as  it  were  protefted  by  their  fituation,  fecured  un- 
der the  moft  friendly  atmofphere,  and  endowed  with  all  the  profufior^ 
that  can  delight  the  heart  of  man. 

The  fllk  manufai^ory  maintains  many  people  ; .  and  here,  as  well  as 
in  Capri,  the  women  are  often  feen  on  the  tops  of  their  flat  houfes,  or 
fitting  at  their  doors,  with  their  little  flools,  weaving  ribbons.  There 
you  fee  the  polifhed  rofy  threads  pafs  through  their  fun-burnt  fingers, 
while  from  houfe  to  houfe  they  converfe  with  each  other  acrofs  the 

*  Metam#  xv.  710.    Sunentine  hiU%  that  generous  win€;pr6duCe> 

ftreet. 
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ftreet,  or  with  men  at  work  below  them,  and  with  fuch  snimalion  that 
there  feems  to  be  a  conteft  between  their  hands  and  their  tongues, 
which  can  move  the  fafteft. 

The  rocks  befide  the  fea,  as  well  as  little  infulated  cliffs,  are  covered 
with  a  kind  of  white  flime  ;  which  is  occafionally  difcharged  by  the 
water.'  The  fame  thing  happens  Ukewife  at  Pofilipo.  While  it  re- 
mains humidj  it  emits  a  pleafant  fmell ;  and,  when  dry,  ornaments 
the  ftone  with  a  kind  <rf*  white  tapeftry.  TTic  aromatic  coaft  of  Sorento 
16  celebrated  by  Italian  writers.  The  author  of  the  Life  of  Taffo  fpeaks 
of  the //^i  odtriferi  del  mare  :  the  odoriferous  fliores  of  the  fea. 

This  great  poet  was  born  in  Sorento,  in  the  year  1544.  Mafla  it 
is  true  lileewife  claims  this  honour  ;  but  it  appears  that  Spnento  was  the 
place  of  his  birth,  or  at  lead  that  he  fpent  his  early  youth  in  this  town. 

Happy  poet !  whofe  tender  foul  was  fufceptible  of  all  the  impreffions 
which,  under  the  mildeft  of  climates,  great  and  beautiful  nature  could 
afford !  His  father  was  a  native  of  Bergamo^  a  confiderable  town  in 
the  Venetian  territories:  for  which  reafon  the  Venetians  claim  a  right 
in  Taffo.  Thus  have  three  towns  conteftcd  the  honour  of  producing 
a  poet,  whofe  delightful  numbers  have  been  tranflated  into  all  the  dia* 
leds  of  Italy  and  Sicily*. 

The  citizens  of  Sorento,  with  true  national  pride,  (hewed  us  the  houfe 
in  which  the  immortal  poet  was  born.  Though  inferior  in  fublimity 
and  fire  to  the  great  Dante,  and  in  fulnefs  and  in  richnefs  of  imagina- 
tion  to  the  luxuriant  Ariofto,  he  is  one  of  the  three  great  poets  of  mo- 
dern Italy,  who  have  done  honour  not  only  to  their  own  country  but 
to  all  mankind  :  for  all  mankind  are  infallibly  juft  to  men  of  extraor* 
dinary  genius,  and  fuch  men  do  not  properly  belong  to  any  fingle 
country.  His  chafte  Mufe  was  infpired  with  the  pure  love  of  the  true, 
and  the  beautiful ;  and,  defirous  onlyofdefervingpraife,  without  feeking 

'  *  Lo  Tajfo  Napoletano^  zoe  La  Gierofalemme  Libberaia  de  lo  fto  Torquato  TaJJ^  vatata  a 
LLengua  nojla ;  da  Grab'rele  Fafano,  Napole,  1689.  '^^*^  '^  ^^^  '^^'^  ^f  a  folio  tranflatton 
joi  Taffo,  into  the  Neapolitan  dialeft,  wiiich  is  in  my  poficffion.     T. 

P2  the 
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the  applaufe  of  the  multitucle,  be  obtained  the  garland  of  glory  from 
their  hands  ;  which  he  will  ever  preferve# 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  an  mules  from  Sorento  to  Cc^eU-a^Mare^^ 
A  road  is  cut  in  the  hill ;  wbicb>  at  leaft  in  many  places,  is  almoft  im- 
paffable.  The  various  fcenes  of  nature,  with  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  entertain. you  in  thialong  tetter^  w^re  here  again  difcaverable  ;.  and* 
in  addition  to  their  other  charms,  were  dre^dfujly  fubliixie^  .  Compared 
to  this  day's  jaunt,  in  which  we  fpent  four  hours  and  were  freqqently^ 
obliged  to  alight  and  proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution  on  foot,  the 
paflage  of  Mount  Cenis,  which  yet  has  its  terrors,  is  aa  eafy  h^h- 
road* 

The  nightingale  faluted  U5  from  the  young  chefnut  groves^  T^c 
fpacious  profpefl:  of  the  fea  opened  upon  us,  and  at  lafl:  wc  beheld, 
lying  at  our  feet,  the  little  town  oi  Cqftell^^Mare ;  where  the  fhipsof 
the  royal  navy  are  built,  and  from  which  they  are  launchied.  This? 
place  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  woody  mountain,  and  enjoys  a  healthy 
and  cool  air.  The  king  fpends  the  hotteft  part  of  the.  fuiamer  here,; 
ki  company  with  bis.family  aj:)d  a  fmall  train. 

On  the  place  where  CaJiellHi^Mare  now  ftands,  the  ancient  town  of 
Stabia  once  ftood  ;  which,  like  Pompeii  and  Heraclea*,  was  buried  in. 
the  year  79  by  the  eruption  of  Vefuvius. 

The  healthy  air  of  this  place  is  mentioned  by  Galen* 

We  took  poft  horfes  at  CaJlelUa-Mare^  and  returned  to  Naples  by 
the  way  of  T^orre  dcV  Annunciatay  Torre  del  GrecOy  and  Portici.  AIL 
the  country  was  in  a  high  ftate  of  cultivation.  Among  other  pllantay 
the  boraga  is  reared  ;  the  blue  flowers  of  which,  in  Germany,  we  fdine* 
times  mix  with  our  fallad.  It  is  eaten  by  the  Italians  as  fpinage.  Here 
likewffe  whole  fields  of  white  poppies  are  feen  j  from  which  laudanum 
is  produced. 

I  am  now  preparing  for  my  journey  into  the  fouthern  provinces  of 
this  kingdom,  and  to  Sicily- 

*  Herculancmn.  , 

I  have 
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I  have  been  detained  iiv  thefe  fortunate  fields  by  innumerable  grand 
objeds.  ■  How  much  has  this  little  journey  of  five  days  exceeded  my 
'  txpe^tions  !  I  hope  I  have  not  vifited  Sorento  and  Ifchia  for  the  laffi 
time.  I  hope,  at  the  end  of  fiimmer,  far  from  the  tumult  of  cities,  to 
refide  in  thefe  plains  of  paradife  ;  which  are  more- lovely  and  beautiful 
thaa  any  that  I  had  ever  beheld  before 


LETTER    LXXVirr. 

Salerno,  28th  April  1792^. 

jDEFORE  I  undertook  my  journey  through  Puglia,  Caldbris^y, 
and  Sicily,  I  was  defirous  of  vifitingthe  grand  renKiins  of  the. ancient 
Greek  town  of  Paftum-^  or  Fefio^  at  this  feafon  q£  the  year,  while  the 
air  is  not  yet  dangerous.  For  this  purpofe,,  taking  Nicolovius  and  Ja?- 
cobi  along  with-  me,  I  yefterday  morning  rode  to  Salerno. 

At  Portici,  we  were  j^oined  by  our  friends  :  the  fw,o  Meflieurs  Dr off^ 
from  Miinfler,  with  their  companion^y.  Mr*  Vicari«%  JBiingens-,  and- 
Captain  Colfon-  v       '   ; 

As  far  a&  Pompeii^  the  countries  we  faw  werp  pot  unknown  to  u§v 
Thofe  we  afterward  came  too  were  equally  fertile,  and  variegated  in 
their  views  and  objeSss ;.  efpecially  on  this  fide  of  the  little  town  of 
Nocera  di  i  Pagani ;  which,  by  the  Romans,  was  called.  JNuceria- Alfsir^ 
Urna  *;.  till  a  colony  was  fent  thith«r,  in  the  .'time  of  AugUftus,  whp 
then  called  it  Nuceria  Cdnjiantia^  It  feems  to  have  derived  its  prefcnt 
name  from  the  Saracens,  by  whom  it  was  conquered  ;  and  who,  in  the 
middle  ages,  were  frequently  denoted,  by  the  epithet  F^oiw/;  or  Pa- 
gans; 

♦  Cluv.  lul.  Ant, 

We 
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We  already  faw  both  wheat  and  oats  in  ear.  Wc  rode  over  woody 
hills,  and  through  a  charming  narrow  valley ;  which  hills  ftrongly  re- 
minded me  of  the  Bergjlrajfe^  that  lies  between  Darmftadt  a;nd  Heidel- 
berg, Here  we  met  with  equal  induftry  of  agriculture  but  greater  fer- 
tility, from  lands  that  lie  under  the  influence  of  fo  mild  a  climate. 
Thefe  national  recoUedions  were  foon  loft  in  the  delightful  little  valley 
that  lies  between  La  Cava  and  Vietri ;  where,  far  below  us,  a  clear  ri- 
vulet now  winds  through  herbage  and  groves,  and  now  rufhes  among 
the  rocks. 

This  valley  is  juftly  held  to  be  the  moft  beautiful  place  in  Italy.  It 
is  a  calm  beneficent  retreat,  inviting  all  that  arc  capable  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  nature. 

Having  arrived  at  Vietri,  you  are  fuddenly  furprifed  by  a  view  of 
the  bay  of  Salerno,  with  its  craggy  fliores  and  promontories,  that  arc 
fliaded  by  high  trees^  and  that  form  fmali  gulphs,  among  the  cliflfs  and 
grottos,  in  delightful  variety.  The  town  of  Salerno  is  fituated  in  the 
great  bay  to  which  it  gives  its  name.  Formerly,  when  Pello  flourifhed 
and  was  known  by  it$  ancient  Greek  name,  it  was  called  the  bay  of 
Pq/idonia. 

We  departed  early,  before  fun  rife ;  and  found  the  country,  between 
Salerno  and  Pefto,  extremely  fruitful,  and  rich  in  foliage.  The  un- 
heal thinefs  of  the  air  is  injurious  here  to  agriculture,  becaufe  inhabit- 
ants are  wanting.  The  marfhy  places  are  chiefly  the  paftures  of  herds 
of  buffaloes. 

We  paflTed  a  ferry  over  the  Silaro,  the  Silarus  of  the  ancients,  which 
was  the  territorial  boundary  between  the  Lucani  and  the  Piccntini :  or 
Picenu  Few  corn  fields  are  fccn  on  the  farther  fide  of  the  river :  but 
tfae  fpontaneous  vegetation  is  luxuriant.  Here  I  met  with  many  to  me 
unknown  flowers.  The  red  adonis  grows  wild  ;  and  I  faw  the  cercis 
Jitiquqftrum^  or  tree  of  Judas,  covered  with  its  beautiful  red  papiliona- 
ceous flower.     Some  of  the  inhabitants  call  it  platano ;  though  it  has 

nothing 
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notbxng^in  common  with  the  piatanus ;  aiad  oihen guzs&a^pi/io ;  becaufe 
it  bears  leaves  and  has  no  prickles. 

Therurns  of  Pafidonia  appertain. to  the  moftancient  remains  of  Gre- 
cian archire<fture.  They  are  evidently  of  a^n  age  when  the  art  had  ac- 
quired its  higheft  charader  of  dignified  firnplicity  :  an  age  which  in 
Greece  was  called  the  age  of  Pierides,  who  lived  above  four  hundred 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift*. 

There  are  like  wife  the  remdiuiS  of  a  gate  ;  and  of  the  city  wall,  which 
was  twenty-fix  Neapolitan  paltns  in  breadth ;  (The  Neapolitan  and 
IKcilian  palin  is  the  extent  of  thfe  fp^n,  including  the  firft  joint  of  the 
thumb.)  and,  befide  thefe,  there  are  the  pillars  of  three  very  large 
buHdibg3  ftandirig.r  The'  hindm^ft  appears  to  have  been  a  bafiliea,  or 
ball  of  juftice  j  atid'the  two  othei^  were  temples*  Of  thefe  three  build- 
ings, that  which  is  in  the  middle  was  evidently  the  grandeft* 

This  has  been  properly  called  the  temple  of  Neptune:  the  ancient 
town  having  been  dedicated  to  that  deity,  and  from  his  Greek  name,  Po- 
^d9rty  tailed  Pejldonia.  In  the  breadth  of  the  temple  there  are  fix  pil- 
lars, and  fbujffen.iti  length ;  therefore,  thirty-fix  in  the  circumference* 
They  are  ejtchr  forty-three  palms  in  height  j  and^if  I  do  not  miftake, 
have  one-and-twenty  flutings,  S'loL^viffjiccloLf  Jirlaturas^  cannelures^  but 
without  pedeftals,  according  to  the  ancient  Doric  manner.  Neither 
have  the  pillars  of  the  two  other  buildings  any  pcdeftaU  :  though  their 
too  great  tapering  appears  to  denote  an  age  when  the  beauty  of  pro- 
portion had  not  been  difcovered  ;  at  leaft.  not  with  fufficient  accuracy. 

•  When  r  wrote  this  I  had  met  with  no  goodrcprcfcntation  of  the  temple  of  Minenra  in 
Athens,  which  was  rebuilt  by  Pericles  after  it  jiad  been  deftroyed  by  thePerTians.  I  have 
n^w  fccn  an  engraving  of  this  noble  building,  in  the  ArchaohgU  Graca  of  Potter,  and  re- 
mark that  there  are  pedeftals  to  the  pillars.  In  the  temple  of  Neptune,  at  Poiidonia,  the 
pillaffs  reft,  immediately  on  theground.;  aci;ording  to  the  moft  ancient  manner  of  the  Do- 
ric architeflure.  It  therefore  appears  tliat  this  temple* of  Neptune  is  more  ancient  than 
tKe  temple  of  Minerva,  built  by  Pericles  v  which  was  likewifc  called  Partbefticn^  or  the 
t«m0le  of  the  virgin.    The  tcfcmblancc  between,  thefe  temples  is  ft»iking. 

.For 
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For  thk  rearoi\,  both  thefe  bmldiag«  fuffered  very  mndi .;  vhen  com- 
pared to  the  temple  of  Neptune. 

This  temple  confifts  of  three  ailes.  Upon  the  two  middle  rows  of 
pillars  others  of  a  lefs  fize  are  conftrudted,  which  likewife  are  Doric: 
PeHiaps  there  was  a  wall,  that  ran  between  the  outward  and  the  next^ 
row  of  pillars  ;  as  fome  traces  feem  to  denote.  If  fo,  the  temple  mufl: 
Jiave  had  five  ailes.  The  architrave  and  the  frieze  are  in  goodpreferva- 
tion  :  as  likewife  is  a  great  part  of  both  the  frontilpieces* 

The  whole  has  a  combined  charader  of  beauty,  grandeur,  and  fim- 
plicityj  compared  to  which,  the  n^obleft  buildings  of  ancient  Rome 
would  appear  infignificant. 

The  bafilica  has  nine  pillars  in  breadth,  eighteen  m  length,  and  fifty 
in  circumference.  Th^  other  temple  has  fix  pillars  in  breadth,  thirteen 
in  length,  and  thirty-four  in  circumference.  All  thefe  pillars  are  fluted. 

Thefe  ftrudtures  are  of  a  kind  of  porous  ftone,  which  is  called  tra- 
vertino  ;  with  which  St.  Peter's  at  Rome  is  built. 

Such  are  the  noble  monuments  of  Greek  art,  that  had  remained  many 
^  centuries  unobferved  by  antiquaries,  when  the  fchojar  of  a  painter  of 
Naples,  while  he  refided  at  Capaccio,  a  little  town  that  is  built  on  the 
hill  near  Pefto,  difcovcred  them  from  a  hill  as  he  was  walking  toward 
the  fea.  As  foon  as  he  returned  to  Naples,  he  gave  an  enthufiaftic  re- 
Jation  of  what  ht  had  faen  to  his  matter ;  who  went  with  him  to  view 
the  great  ruins,  and  publiftied  the  difcovery  to  the  world. 
•  Immediately  beneatli  the  ancient  ciry  wall  a  rivulet  runs,  which  has 
a  petrifying  quality  that  was  remarked  as  early  as  Strabo.  Its  banks 
are  reedy,  and  fomc  little  hollow  pillars  bear  evident  marks  of  being 
themfelves  petrified  ireeds.  I  tafted  the  water  and  thought  it  brackifli ; 
and  indeed  the  inhabitants  call  it,  Ftumefalfo :  or  fait  river. 

Cluverius  found  it  frelh :  but  he  poflibly  tafted  it  at  another  feafon 
of  the  year,  and  certainly  at  fome  other  place  :  otherwife  he  mud  have 
feen  the  ruins*     This  brook  often  overflowd,  and  either  caufes  or  in- 
creases the  unhealthinefs  of  the  air.     Plutarch  fpeaks  of  its  marfli,  to 
I  which 
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which  Spirtacui  retired  with  his  fugitives,  and  fays  that  ilfs  waters  were 
fweet  at  oiie  tim^  and  fak  at  another*. 

The  rofy  gardcoa  of  Pa^ftutn  arc  pTatfcd  by  Virgil  and  Ovifl.  Virgil 
tells  us  th^y  annually  bloomed  twice— ~J5^r/^^  r  of  aria  P^Jii  ■  ■  ■ 
and  I  was  affured  that  they  ftill  poflefs  this,  quality  at  Pefto,  By  Ovid 
they  were  called  *'  The  tepid  rofy  gardens  of  Pasftum*' — Tepidlque  rofa^ 
ria  Pafii.  Daring  the  whole  of  our  way  to  Salerno,  the  air  was  tepid, 
and  the  breeze  difagreeable  ;  but  we  did  not  find  ourfelves  opprefled  by 
it  till  we  had  crofled  the  gloomy  Silaro,  and  were  about  three  German 
ixnies  on  this  fide  of  Salerno.  Tlie  people  who  live  at  the  fefrry  h^ve  a 
palHd  and  Uoated  appearance.  Nicolovius  aikcd  one  of  them  why  h^ 
confiiaaed  to  live  there?  He  replied  becaufe  he  was  obliged*  '^^  Whl»' 
is  it  that  obliges  you  ? "  faid  Nicolovius.  ^'  Poverty  '^  aufwetred  tjitt 
into;  wkh  a  true  Italian ihrug  d!^ the {houlders« 

The  air  Df  Pe&o  gave  me  a  bad  head  ach :  yet  I  faW  k  ^flock  of  g^tfts 
that  was  uncommonly  full  of  life.  It  is  probable  iKat  the  very  {]tMU(y^ 
of  this  air,  whidi  to  man  is  Injurioos  or  rather  mortal,  may  have  a  ^if* 
{etient  effaS: !  on  die  organs  oftfaeie  animals,  whofe  ftroftg  ^Ceht  may 
afford  an  antidote.     The  fame  may  be  truts  of  v6get|it4€m.''  . .    .    .  . 

Potidonia  was  founded  in  very  early  times,  and  is  of  Grecian  and 
Doric  origin.  The  Sybarites,  who  had  ccmquered  the  town,  built  the 
wall  after  the  building  of  the  temples.  They  were  obliged  to.  yield  to 
the  Lucanij  and  the  Lucani  to  the  Romans,  probs^hly  dwing  thd 
iecond  Punic  war.  The  Romans  corrupted  the  .ancient  j  name  t0 
Pajlum  ;  from  which  the  Italians  have  formed  Pefto, 

Inconfiderable  ruins  of  a  temple,  which,  according  to  an  infcription 
that  was  found,  was  confecrated  to  the  M^ns  Bona^  of  found  mind,  de-  \ 
note,  as  do  remains  of  an  amphitheatre,  that  was  indubitably  built  in 
The  times  of  the  Emperors,  how  profane  was  thjB  hand  of  Roman.  iut> 
when  compared  to  the  high  genius  of  flie  Greek  T 

Pefto  lies  about  half  a  leagu.e  from  tl^p  lea.  The  continued  moun- 
f  ainous  (hore  rifes  beyond  thetown^  on  the  .right,  toward  the  fea ;  and, 

VOU II.  (^  €A 
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on  the  left,  the  curving  coaftjs  difcovered  as  far.as  the  promontory  of 
Licofa :  while  ridges  of  hills  tower  and  difappear  in  perfpedive. 

While  1  was  writing  this,  Jacobi  called  to  me  demanding  my  atten- 
tion to  a  new  objcdl :  the  buftiy  height  of  Salerno,  which  was  fwarih- 
ing  with  flying  glow  worms. 

The  illuminated  livelinefs  and  motion  of  thefe  infefts  are  delightful. 
How  did  they  hover  about,  rifmg  over  the  hills  into  the  air,  and  look- 
ing like  little  ftars ! 

f  Salerno  was  formerly  called  Salernum.  During  the  fecond  conful- 
fliip  of  the  firft  Publius  Scipio  Africanus,  when  Tiberius  Sempronlus 
Longus  was  his  colleague,  foon  after  the  fecond  Punic  War,  a  Roman 
colony  ^vas  fent  hither.  In  the  middle  ages,  Salerno  had  its  owh  Princes ; 
and,  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries,  the  Arabians  here  taught  phi- 
lofophy,  and  the  art  of  phyfic:  whicih  laft  fcience  was  exercifed  with 
emulation  and  renown,  fo  that  in  the  year  i  loo,  a  book  on  the  medical 
art,  as  pra^tifed  at  Salerno,  was  written  in  Leonine  verfes. 

This  town  has  been  this  feat. of  an  archbifliop  for  more  than  eight 
Hundred  yiears.  The  hayei;;!  of  Salerno  was  once  famous;  but  it  is  now 
neglefted,  and.  the  proyerb  is         , 

}  .     >  Se  Salerno  averfe  un  portOy  . 

Napoli  fartbbe  ntorto'*^ 

Large  annual  fairs  ire  hetd  here.  The  Leonine  Mufe  ftill  appear? 
to  hover  ovef  the  place  ;  for  fhe  is  not  feeh  atone  in  the  work  I  men-* 
tioned,  but  lifcewife  in  the  foHowing  Latin  ;  which  is  fungby  a  com- 
munity of  Salerno,  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Fortunatus.. 

Salernum  civitas  nohilis^ 
^amfundavitSemNoeJiUus\* 

*  If  Salerno  bad  aport,  Naples  would  be  dead ;  or. 

If  SalernOvhad  a  port, 

Naples  would  bave  little  fport. .  .     . 

t  Salerno  is  a  city  noble, 
Fouaied  by  ;%cm  thp  fim  o£  NoaL. 

LET- 
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LETTER    LXXIX. 

'  Barletta,  4th  May  1792,  • 

V/N  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  April,  we  took  leave  of  our 
friends  from  Miinfter,  whom  we  again  hope  to  meet  in  Sicily  ;  and^ 
in  order  to  avoid  returning  to  Naples  in  our  way  to  Puglia,  the  ancient 
Apulia^  we  rode  over  hills  to  Avellino. 

This  was  one  of  the  mbff  pleafant  little  journeys  I  have  ever  made. 
Rich  in  forefts  and  rivulets,  which  fpring  from  the  rocks  and  wind 
meandering  through  the  laughing  meadows,  this  country  is  adorned 
^ith  all  the  charms  of  nature ;  at  once  wild  and  friendly,  .  The  J^ogng 
verdure  exhaled  its  fweets,  after  fprinklirlg  ftiowers  ;  ^nd  the  nightin- 
gale faluted  us  from  the  budding  branches..  We  faw  the  linden  and 
the  ^cherry  tree  of  extraordinary  growth  in  the  villages;  though  the 
linden  is  feldom  met  with  in  Italy.*  .The  white  thorn  is  ftill  in  bloomf 
and  already  the  Italian  honey fucklc  *  flowers. 

A  rough,  rocky,  and  frequently  fteep,  road  led  .lis  among  high  chef* 
nut  forefts,  over  a  ridge  of  the  Apennines  ;  which  '  feparates  the  pro- 
vinces of  Frincipato  Citra  and  Principaio  Qltra. 

According  to  ancient  geography,  thefe  mountains  divided  the  country 
of  the  Picenttni  froni  the  country  of  xht  Hlrpbiu  The  kttef  were  a 
tribe  of  the  Samnites  ;  in  whole  language,  'according  (o  otrabo,  birpum 
fignified  a  wolf. 

From  the  heights  of  thefe  hills,,  (hut*  up^  among  the  woody  moun- 
tains, we  faw  a  valley  plentifully  .watered  ;. the  dlverfified  beauties  of 
which,  as  we  proceeded  along  the  winding  road,  continualIy:^prefented 
aew  ch;u-ms  to  the  eye. 

♦  Cf^rifoUam prrfaliotum*  .:  "  .; 

(\jL  We 
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We  arrived  early  at  the  not  very  little  town  of  Avellino  j  which  is 
built  in  a  fruitful  place,  among  the  mountains. 

During  the  whole  way^  and  particularly  'when  we  approached  Avel- 
lino, we  faw  many  large  hazle  bufhes,  the  nuts  of  which  are  fo  famous. 
Hence  the  French  call  a  fine  kind  of  this  fruit  des  AveUines. 

The  eaft  fide  of  the  country  round  Avellino  is  no  lefs  beautiful  than 
the  weft.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  we  faw  many  of  the  cyttfm 
ihrubs  in  bloom  :  but  the  mountainous  diftrifta  fopn  became  more  rude, 
and  we  met  with  lefs  grain;  moft  of  which  was  not  yet  in  ear.  This 
backward  growth  muft  not  be  afcribed  to  the  mountain  air,  but  to  the 
poverty  of  the  foil ;  which  is  ftony,  and  frequently  fandy^  The  inha- 
bitants do  not  appear  to  negleiS:  the  labours  of  agricultui-e :  as  an  in- 
ftance,  we  law  them  hedging  their  grounds.  They  have  likewifc  many 
fruit  trees  j  but  only  fuch  as  grow  in  the  open  air  in  Germany. 

Thefe  countries  abound  in  trees ;  and  their  towns  are  generally  built 
on  hills ;  which  cuftom  is  lefs  inconvenient  among  the  Italians,  becaufe 
of  their  breed  of  mules  and  afles,  than  it  would  be  in  Germany*  The 
high  road,  which  was  the  work  of  the  late  King,  Don  Carlos,  is  excel- 
lent, and  abounds  in  extenfive  profpeds  over  valleys  and  hills  j  behind 
which,  on  all  fides,  high  ridges  of  the  Apennines  rife. 

On  the  firft  half  of  the  way,  we  pafled  the  little  town  of  Monte  Fuf- 
coldy  lying  on  the  left  on  a  high  hill. 

As  we  appro^hed  Ariano,  we  faw  vineyards  which  were  laid  out 
in  the  German,  or  rather  in  the  Swifs,  manner ;  for,  though  the  vines 
are  carried  up  poles,  they  yet  fhoot  over  crofs  laths,  and  are  conduded 
from  one  vine  ftock  to  another. 

Ariano  lies  on  a  high  hill  of  tufa  ftone,  fome  of  the  houfes  of 
which  are  hewn  in  the  fofi  rock.     The  town  is  very  ancient.     Some 
among  the  ancients  afcribe  its  foundation  to  Diomedes,  fon  of  Tydeus, 
King  of  -ffltolia,  one  of  the  celebrated  heroes  of  Homer.     That  he 
made  a  defcent  in  Italy  after  the  taking  of  TVoy  is  as  well  proved  as 

are 
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are  any  of  the  narratives  of  the  renowned  heroes  of  tikbiiege;  with 
which,  embelliihed  by  the  dreams  of  faUe,  the  hiftory  of  Greece  be- 
gina  to  dawn.  However,  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  leaders  of  the  early 
Greek  colonies  to  make  fettlements  upon  the  fea  coafls.  The  ancient 
Italian  name  of  the  town  was  Equus  Tuticus  ;  and  Tuticus,  in  one  of 
the  moft  ancient  Italian  diale<3:s,  fignified  great :  This  place  therefore 
was  called  GrfotHorj^.  Perh^s  you  will  be  a  little  inclined  to  laugh 
at  an  etymological  vagary  that  fuggefts  itfelf.  What  if  the  epithet 
Dtutcbfe  *,  which  the  people  of  Switzerland  ftill  pronounce  Tiltfcbeny 
in  Latin  Teutones^  ot iginally  fignified  the  great  f  You  know  how  ter* 
xible  an  imprefiion  the  greatnefs  of  our  anceftors  made  on  the  Romans ; 
who,  with  this  impreilion  of  greatnefs,  ftrength,  and  valour,  aflbciated 
even  the  flaxen  hair  and  the  blue  eyes  of  the  Garmans,  as  things  dread-* 
ful. 

I  rouft  not  omit  to  notice  that  Germany  formerly  confifted  of 
marihes,  and  forefts,  which  have  beei)  drained  and  felled;  that  it 
was  then  colder  than  it  now  is ;  and  that  the  defcript^on  given  of  the 
Germans,  by  the  RomanS|  perfectly  agrees  with  the  prefent  people  of 
Norway.  I  have  never  been  in  that  country,  but  the  Danifh  life  guard 
chiefly  confifts  of  pure  Norwegians  ;  the  afped  of  whom  frequently 
brought  to  my  recolledion  the  ancient  Germans. 

On  the  I  ft  of  May,  we  made  a  little  trip  up  the  country,  to  the 
fouth,  to  view  a  remarkable  natural  phenomenon ;  which  had  neither 
been  overlooked  among  the  remarks  of  early  naturalifts,  nor  by  the  fage 
Mufe  of  VirgiL  We  hired  a  guide,  and  fometimes  rode  up  narrow 
paths  and  frequently  over  the  beds  of  brooks ;  which  were  now  half 
dried  up,  but  which  in  fome  feafons  of  the  year  are  impaffable.  The 
heat  was  rather  great ;  but  the  way  was  plcafant.  We  faw  many 
forefts  of  oak  ;  the  fight  of  which  for  fome  days  paft  had  delighted  us, 
becaufe,  in  other  parts  of  Italy,  though  here  and  there  a  folitary  tree 
may  b«  met  with,  there  ace  but  few  forefts.  * 

•  German* 


V 


tiS  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

We  heard  numerous  nightingales,  among  the  fliady  valleys,  and  fing* 
ing  in  the  foliage  of  the  Jiigh  banks  of  the  rivulets  ;  and  we  met  with 
a  fhepherd,  who  was  playing  on  the  bagpipe.  We  yefterday  ha[d  be- 
fore heard  this  kind  of  mufic,  enlivening  the  people  of  a  village,  who 
were  employed  in  toffing  the  fheep  that  were  fheered.  from  the  top  of 
a  high  bridge,  into  the  brook.     The  villagers  are  friendly  and  gay. 

Weary  with  the  ftifFjog  trot  paceof  our  hack. horfes,  which,  though 
they  were  Neapolitan  ftallions,  were  unworthy  of  their  breed,  we 
alighted  at  the  village  of  Cajai  di  Frigente;  and  proceeded  more  than 
half  a  German  mile  on  foot.  This  fmall  village  is  fituated  in  a  foreft, 
at  the  foot  of  a  hill ;  at  the  top  of  which  the  little  town  of  Frigente 
ftands.  Our  charming  road  at  firft  led  us  under  lofty  chefnuts,  and 
oaks;  where  we  heard  the,  fong  of  the  nightingale,  which  was  an- 
fwered  by  the  clear  note  of  the  quail,  the  warbling  of  the  lark  and  the 
goldfinch,  the  cry  of  the  cuckoo,  and  the  chirping  of  the  chattering 
grafshopper. 

When  we  left  thefe  fhady  heights,  the  heat  became  very  great  j  and 

we  were  not  a  little  delighted  to  meet  with  a  goatherd,  whofe  boy,  with 

great  dexterity,  caught  the  goats,  as  the  old  man  pointed  th^m  out ; 

when  they  would  not  follow,  but  difregarded  the  Tbeocritic  call  of  Sitta  ! 

Jitta  !  which  is  dill  in  ufe. 

We  refrefhed  ourfelves  with  drinking  fomc  of  the  warm  foaming 
milk.  The  milk  of  the  Italian  goat  is  much  more  pleafant  than  that 
of  ours ;  for  it  has  not  the  fame  ftrong  tafte,  but  is  rather  fweet,  and 
very  white :  neither  are  the  goats  here  fo  ftrong  fcented  as  they  are  in 
Germany. 

At  the  bottom  of  a  declivity,  the  fummit  of  which  was  overgrown 
with  oaks,  thete  was  a  tolerably  fteep  dale  ;  in  which  there  was  a  ful- 
phureous  fpring,  that  yielded  but  little  water,  but  that  ran  over  a  fpa- 
cious  ftony  bed,  which  denoted  what  its  contents  might  be  in  autumn, 
and  winter.  The  depth  of  the  ground,  and  the  whole  bfed  that  it- 
formed,  bofe  a  great  refemblance  to  Solfatara,  near  Pozzuoli.     It  was 

ecjually 
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equally  crufted  with  fulphurous  fubftances,  and  likewife  appeared  to 
have  holes  ;  at  leaft  the  earth  was  broken  through  in  more  places  than 
one.  Below  is  a  little  pool,  the^circumference  of  which  may  be  about 
iixty  paces ;  and  the  water,  that  is  as  dark  as  the  darkeft  lime  water, 
fpouts  up  in  various  places.  On  the  fhore,  there  is  a  natural  foun- 
tain ;  that  projects  its  waters,  with  froth  and  npife,  to  the  height  of  a 
man,  and  that  never  ceafes  to  rife.  This  noife,  this  vifible  boiling,  and 
thefe  refemblances  with  Solfatara,  leave  us  without  the  leaft  doubt  that 
it  is  caft  up  by  hot  fources  ;  though  we  found  it  entirely  cold, 

Virgil  could  not  have  difcovcred  a  better  place  for  the  Fury  Aleflo, 
when  fhe  unwillingly  obeyed  the  command  of  Juno,  at  the  moment 
that  fhe  expedted  the  applaufe  of  the  goddefs,  and  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn to  night  and  hell  *. 

Eft  locus  i  Italia  in  medio  fub  mcntibus  altisy 
Nobslis  etfama  tnultis  memcratus  in  orisy 
AmJanBi  valles*     Denfis  hunc  frondihus  atrutn 
Urget  idtrinque  latus  nemorisj  medioque  fragofus 
Dai  fonitum /axis  et  torio  vortice  torrens. 
Hicfpecus  herrendumy  is^  favi  fpiracula  Ditis^ 
Monjiratur  ;  ruptoque  ingens  Acheronie  vorago 
Fejliferas  aperitfatKis  :  queis  condita  Erinnys^ 
Invifum  numen^  terras  cotlumque  levabai. 

ViKG.  Mn.  vix.  563, 

In  midft  of  Italy,  well  known  to  fame. 
There  lies  a  lake,  AmfanBus  is  the  name, 
Below  the  lofty  mounts  :  on  either  fide 
'  Thick  forefts  the  forbidden  entrance  hide : 

♦  Mifguidcd  by  Addifon,  Ihave  faid  in  my  Iflandf,  that  Virgil,  in  this  defcription, 
fpoke  of  the  waterfall  of  Velino,  near  Terni,  in  the  States- of  the  Church,  Virgil  no 
doubt  meant  this  aperture. 

Later'remarl.  Since  I  wrote  this,  I  have  feen  the  great  waterfall  near  Terni,  which 
docs  not  agree  with  Virgil's  defcription.  The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf,  wfeen  I  have 
conducted  him  to  Terni.. 

\  This  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  title  of  fome  work,  that  I  am  unacquainted  with,  by  the  au- 
thor, Count  Stolberg.    T. 

FuH 
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Fun  in  the  centre  of  the  fiacred  wood 
All  arm  arifes  of  the  Stygian  flood ; 
Which,  breaking  frohi  beneath  with  belfowlng  found, 
Whirls  the  black  waves  and  tattling  ftoncs  around. 
;  Here  Pluto  pants  for  breath  from  out  his  cell, 

AimI  opens  wide  the  grinning  jaws  of  hell. 
To  this  infernal  lake  the  Fury  flies ; 
Here  hides  her  hated  head,  and  frees  the  lab'ring  flcies, 

Dryden,  v.  777. 

The  Romans  here  eroded  a  temple  to  the  goddefs  Mephitis:  whom 
they  likewife  called  Graveolentia^  or  the  111  fccnted.  Why  (hould  they 
not  as  well  build  a  temple  to  Mephitis  as  to  the  goddefs  of  TtiJJis :  or 
Cough  ?  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  honoured  in  a  fctnAuarj-  the 
ruins  of  which  are  flill  to  be  feen  near  Tibur,  the  modern  Tivoli, 

In  the  prefent  altered  yet  recognizable  dialect,  the  place  is  called 
Mufite.  Near,  and  perhaps  on  the  fame  ipot,  where  the  temple  of 
Mephitis  flood,  there  is  a  chapei  called,  San  Felice.  May  not  this 
likewife  have  been  a  corruption  of  the  word  Amfan&as^  or  Atnpfanitus^ 
which  was  the  name  of  this  place  *  ? 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  day  before  yefterday^  we  reached  the  top  of 
the  mountain.  The  country  was  poor  in  trees  ;  and  we  faw  the  bald 
top  of  Apulia,  lying  before  us,  which  is  dried  by  the  eaft  wind,  ac- 
cording to  Horace, 

The  land  was  ftony,  and  the  corn  poor ;  but,  when  we  came  into 
the  province  of  PugUa,  th«  ancient  Apulia,  we  inet  with  a  v«ry  w^ 
come  foreft  of  oaks  ;  which  firft  afforded  us  fhade,  and,  as  the  fun  got 
higlicr,  feme  cooling  breezes*  An  excellent  field  of  wheat  reminded 
me  of  the  induftry  of  the  ancient  Apulians  ;  who£e  fame  the  prefent 
inhabitants  appear  willing  to  maintain. 

For  fome  time  before  we  came  to  Bovino,  the  trees  disappeared ; 

•  Cluv,  ItaL  Ant* 

and^ 
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^d,  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  we  rode  through  a  large  open  plain/ 
which  here  and  there  bore  excellent  corn  j  though  the  greateft  part  of 
it  was  pafturage. 

The  flieep  of  this  province  are  ranked  among  the  fined:  in  Italy* 
The  cattle  are  not  fo  prodigioufly  large  as  thofe  fn  Terra  Lavoro :  but 
they  are  ftrong,  numerous,  and  have  large  horns,  like  thofe  in  the  States ' 
of  the  Church ;  the  modern  breed  of  which  is  derived  from   Puglia* 
They  are  all  of  them  light  grey ;  as  in  general  are  the  cattle  of  the  mid^ 
dljc  and  Idwer  parts  of  Italy,  from  the  moft  northern  countries  of  Tut- ^ 
cany  .tt>  the  fouth  point  of:Caiabriai  :  We  like  wife  faw  a  herd  of  btiSH^ 
loes ;  which,  being  in  want  of  larger  marfties,  were  here  collected  round 
a  fmall  pool*  This  breed  of  animals,  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  repofe 
themfelves  by  lying  in  lakes,  or  marihes  ;  and  are  frequently  funk  fo 
deep  in  the  mud  that  nothing  but  their  turned  up  muzzles  is  viiible# 
They  are  dark  brown,  rough,  almoft  fhaggy,  ahid  have  little  round 
horns,  arched  backward  j  which   are  ferviceable  only  to  butt  with, 
and  not  to  gore.     They  are  rather  overcome  than  tamed.     The  buffalo 
ox  has  a  wild  and  fearful  afpeft,  under  the  yoke  y  and  the  buffalo  cow 
fhyly  looks  about  her,  while  (he  is  milked.  .  If  they  are  grazed  in  the 
fame  pafture  with  other  cattle^  the  herds  keep  themfelves  feparate. 
The  milk  is  thinner  than  that  offb^  cow,  is  fweet,  tery  healthy,  and 
affords  very  pleafant  viands. 

The  buffalo  was  neither  a  native  of  Italy  nor  does  he  now  wander 
wild  in  this  country.  ,  The  race  ^as  brought  froih  Aiia  five  or  fix 
hundred  years  ago  ;  and  they  all  have  proprietorsi ''  The  King  has  a 
breed  of  white  buffaloes,  from  Hungary;  Which  he  received  from  the 
late  Emperor :  but  I  have  not  feen  them* 

We  paffed  the  town  of  Fogia,  on  the  left ;  which  was  the  ancient 
Luceria,  and  the  founding  df  which,  like  Ariaiio,  is  afcribed  toDiome- 
des.     It  is  ftill  by  many  called  Xuccra*     On  a, hill  to  the  right,  we  ♦, 
faw  tte  little  town  of  jAfcoli.    .  .   .  : 

The  Romans  would  have  befieged  L'uceria,  when  they  were  fur-  •-• 
Vol*  II.  R  '         rounded 
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rouiaxkd  m.  the  defile  hy,  Herenoius^  the  \[:aliaQt  aad.  aautfaius  leailer'  o£ 
flte  Safnaitea;  whece^  ixi/ihe  year  of  Rome  432 ».  or  31Z1  before  thor 
birth  of  Chrift,  they  were  obliged  to  pafs  under  the  yoke  at  CUmdiun^'^^. 

Afcoti:  wa^&rimrly  a^Si^^'A^idum^;  aiul,  near  thb-plaae^ia  the  year 
d£  Rome.  47  ir,  aadsS^sr  before  Chrift^  the  Roanaas,^  uadec  the  cQiukb£)l 
c^^  thjeic  t9;\K}  copffila;,  Ciurlw,  and  Fabridus^  both  g^eat  meftigaMi^a 
b^le  oyer  th^  €}o«viU€(ror '  Pynchus. 

The  high  iftouii^iiof  yoHo^  tfae.ITW/iyrof  die  aoeu  rife^  Qa  tbe 
fotttll  weft';;  GOdDcermiig:  which  Hoiracer  fo  ppetkalt^  faUes  tj»t^i  bamo^ 
fall€ft,afle€^ii^QKait  whilea:boyythe  dQhre&had':bedeakedlhioi  widr%ngj» 
q£  Sttj^ttlft  aad  lauicel : 

k\  JQOciAs  exttxL  Mmifi  JfrnKdif^  <     .  ' 

Fronde  nova  pue$!fun^^alumber 

Tixore.:  nurumqu^foutonnttbus^. 

^icuffiqu0  aelfa  nidum  Acherontia^ 

Saltufque  Santimtyi^arvum  .  ^. 

*     Pingffe  ttnHtt-htftnUis  P^nxfi^i  ?•  ... 

'     *  "/     "        4//  /W^  ^*  ^^'^  corpore  viferis 

'      Ihrmirehi  et  urjis  r  uT  premerer  facrt 
\         £auhftt0f  coUatJtfuimyi^ 

Nonjine  dis  ammo/us  ir^ans  I       ^  | 

,^,  .      -  HoR.  lib*  m>  Qd.ivt  9;-  \ 

i:-!^      .r;     AtiguUiviftlflqv  n'ymtlifQllttilaf  play,, .  '' 

,\.         Wl^ron  a.inQU)»tuja'-C6'brQw<s<cUd.'dlk>]ri 
Near  to  my.  natal  foil^  around  my  he^d 
The  fabled  woodlandxtotres  a  verdant  foliage  fpread. 

♦  The  C^rnit  has  been  guilty  of  two  miftiJcei^  iipi  thkihorfrpaflag«  \  a.thing  very  un- 
ufual  with  him  :  the  received  hame  is  Caudiuna,  not.Claudium.  Pontius,  was  the  general 
of  Ac  Saimnifeff  5  and  Hcrcnnins  was  hisiatfaer,  ^hofe  advice  was  4iuieed  too  wife  to  be 
followed  by  the  vain  and  ambitious  fon :  it  was  generoufly  to  iuldr  the  Romaae  impri-i 
UwA  'U^  thsr  CauduMrFurc4g^  to^dcfiist^    Lfv*  Nk   T« ' 

I  Hitceri 
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Matter^  be  fure,  of  WDondermoft  profoimd 

To  all  the  -gazh^g  habitants  around, 

Who  dwell  in  Acheron txa's  airy  glades. 

Amid  the  Bantian  woods,  or  4ow  FerentumTs  meads, 

By  Tnakes  of  poifon  black,  and  beafts  of  prey. 
That  thus,  in  dewy  fleep  unharm'd  I  lay ; 
Laurels  and  myrtle  'W&t  ^ound  me  piPd, 
-Not  witfaDut.gtiardiaagvds  dn  animtted  child.  : 

Francis* 

To  the  rnotth  ea'ft,*  we  faw  theinotintain  of  Car^anus;  which  Is 
Ihuated  in  the  province  of  Capitanata^  over  the  bay  di' Manfrcdonia. 
It  rsnow  called  Monte  San  Angela.  Mete  there  is  a  chapel,  which  is 
vilited  by  pitgrims ;  and  ^ we  met  fevetd  country  people,  in  the  iote^ 
noon,  who  were  returning  from  their  journey*  TTiey  bore  pint 
branches,  with  their  fruit,  tieft  round  their  long  pflgrim  ftavesj'  to 
denote  that  they  had  accompliflied  their  pflgtimage.  • 

Before  the  fun  went  down,  we  reached  the  village  x^Ardoita  ;"wfeicfc 
was  kilo wn  to  the  ancients  underwits  prefentilame, though  h  wii  'Hke- 
wife  called  Ardonea.  ^       *  *' 

The  Greelc  name  for  all  Apulia  was  *^/!^j^^^  and  the  couiitry  on 
this  fide  of  the  river  Jfi^^i/j;,  wliich  is  now  called  Ofanto^  Was  't!h^ 
Apulia  Daunia  of  the  Romans.  IftiB  epithrt  tatlnm  mHitdris'^ot  the 
warlike  Daunia,  was  applied  TO  h  1jy  *Horate.  Apulia  n;^a»i(I ways 
iafeous  for  its  heat;  which yettcrday,  tcnffrderhig^he  feafon  tof^rii^ 
year,  was  very  greiat ;  though  lan  enlivetting  fea  breeze  'bloweSl  IroiA 
the  Adriatic,  toward  the  eaft,  in  the  afecTrtoDn. 

Weiburrda  very  effetJhial  and  pleafant  ^antidote  to  the?feit,%^  fliat 
kind  df  large  citron  Which  is  common  nn  thefotlth  t)f  Italy,'^^and  i^ 
ci&t^'Valeftcihna.  Itis  nbt  fofoft  kn3  excelkut  as  ihfel^ifs  ahd-iMoffe 
osmttfon  ciffoh':  but'lt  m«y  fee  entirely  eaten, ijorii'^lp  «nd ikm. 
'  ITefterday.,  at  Ar^ona,  We  hada'diftant  vrew  pf  Ihe  Aflriaticj  Ifia- 
nunated  by  the  rifingTutt..  It  was  oift  iiltetiitiDn  t»  iiMt  kt  feaf-IettJi 

Ra  in 
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in  the  evening ;  from  which  we  meant  to  make  a  trip  to   Canna^  to 
view  the  field  of  battle :  but  we  learnt,   at  Cerignola^  that  it  was  but 
a  fhort  day's  journey  to  Barletta  pafling  by  Cannae :  we  therefore  de* 
termined  to  remain  at  Cerignola,  as  the  heat  was  very  great,  and  take 
this  road  on  the  mdrrow. 

The  plain  is  dry,  and  fandy ;  and  only  here  and  there  fcantily  (haded^. 
by  wild  pear  trees :  biit  the  fhort  gn^fs  is  the  more  aromatic,  and 
affords  excellent  pafture  for  fheep.  Horace  travelled  here,  and  what 
he  fays  of  the  place  is  ftridly  true:  The  bread  is.  excellent  ;..the  water 
is  dug  from  wells,  and  fold :  though  the  fprings  are  not  diftant  Be^ 
fore  I  had  examined  the  combining  circumftances,  which  after  fo  many 
jage^  have  paflcd  away  are  flill  concordant,  I  was  not  of  the  opinion 
of  thofe  who  imagine  the  poet  fpoke  of  Ariano^  An  additional  proof 
is  what  Horace  has  faidof  the  name  of  the  place;  which  is,  that  it  did 
not  accord  with  his  verfe.  The  names,  \Ey^/y/  Tuticusiy  can  indeed  in  no* 
Hianner  be  brought  into  verfe.  The  old  name  of  Cerignola  was  not 
known.  Befide^  we  mufl  not  forget  that  Horace  came  from  Villa  Ttrt-^ 
vici :  the  prefent  I'revico,  He  made  a  retrograde  motion  of  four-and- 
twenty.  miles,  before  he  reached  the  place  in  queflion*  I  do  not  accu-* 
jately  know  how  far  Ariauo  is  from  Trevico ;  but  it  is  certain  that,  oa 
his  journey  from  Rome  to  Brundufium,.  he  muft  have  gone  a  confider-' 
able  way  back,  in  order  to^  come  to  Ariano.  At  prefent,  Cerignola  is- 
thirty  ^iHes  from  Trevico :  but  the  roads  of  the  Romans  were  gener- 
tally  in  a  xight  line^  and  fhorter  thaa  moflof  the  modern  roads*.  Naj^ 
more,  Horace  tells  us  that  the  prudent  traveller  would  do  well  to  take 
the  l?3read  of  this  place  with  him  to  Canufium  t  the  modern  Canoffam 
Caaofla  is  fix  miles  diflant  from  Cerignola :  but  it  is  forty-two  from 
Ariano  1  Would  a  traveller  carry  bread  ia  his  wallet  two-and-forty 
miles  ?  Cerignola,  adually  lay,  not  on  the  Appian  way,  but  three  mile* 
firom  it :  Horace  however  had  once  before  left  this  road,  when  he  went 
to  Tttta  fnvkii  probably,  on  both occafions^  to  vifit  bis  friends^ 
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In  Gerignoir*^  \xnu:U  !s  v.cii  Luilt,  there  is  ftill  a  Roman  milc-ftone*; 
vith  an  infcriptioM,  or  Vu*  age  of  Trajan  *. 

The  people  coUeded  at  the  inn  ;  and,  as  is  the  cuftom  of  this  country^ 
our  chamber  was  not  empty  of  tiiem :  but  they  ftared  at  us  as  if  we 
had  been  wild  animals.  They  queftioned  us  concerning  our  country, 
and  our  travels ;  and  talked  of  Italy,  of  the  battle  of  Cannx,  and  of 
the  antiquities  of  thefe  parts.  Our  friendly  hoft  fent  for  one  Don 
Giovanni  Danielle ;  a  bandfome  young  man,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  country  and  antient  authors  j  and  who  talked- with  great  anl*- 
mation  of  his  countryman  Horace,  and  of  his  native  town  Venujia  : 
now  Venofai  which  is  only  eighteen  Italian  miles  from  Cerignola. 
It  was  from  him  I  learnt  that  the  Atabulus^  which  Horace  tells  us 
rendered  the-  hill  of  Apulia  barren,  is  a  parching  eaft  wind  ;  which  th« 
people  of  Puglia  cdled  Aitino. 

He  fhewed  us  the  bay  of  Manfredonia,  and  Monte  Angelo,  from  the 
tep  of  a  hill.  When  the  weather  is  clear,  Manfredonia  and  the  ruins 
of  the  anlient  Arpi^  founded  by  Diomedes,  may  be  feen.  The  antient 
Salapia^  the  ruins  of  Which  are  ftill  called  Salpe^  ftood  not  far  from  C^ 
rignola. 

Don  Giovanni f  took  us  ta  the  garden  of  one  of  his  friends,  who  has 
a  country  houfe  near  Salpe.  Some  labourers,  digging,  in  the  ground  a 
few  years  fmce,  found  a  large  antique  vafe  j  the  mouth  of  which  was 
carefully  covered  with  lead.    They  opened  it,  in  hopes  of  finding  gold;: 

*  It  wa8  the  young  man*  of  Puglia,  whom  I  have  mentioned  in  the  text,  who  tdd  me 
that  the  ancient  Appian  way  was  three  miles  diftant  from  Cerignola :  but  Riedefelis  of 
opinion  that  Cerignola  was  (Ttuated  on  this  way  ^  and  that  the  pillar,  which  is  fuppofed 
to  be  a  mile-ftone,  was  one  of  thofe  that  were  erected  to  Trajan  on  this  way,  after  his- 
vidorioas  campaign  againft  the  Daci:  and.  this  is  a  rational  and  probable  fuppofition. 

\  In  the  fottth  of  Italy,  and  in  Sicily,  it  Is  cuftomary  to  call  people  by  their  chriftian 
ttames ;  but,  inftead  of  Signor,  they  preface  them  with  die  epithet  Don.  Thus  the  Engliih. 
preface  the  chriftian  names  of  the  Baronets^  and  Knights,  with  Sb :  as>  Sir  tfaac :.  Dort^ 
Gkvannu 

wfieadi 
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inftead  of  which,  they  found  orily  a  clear  odoriferous  water.  TuD  of 
vexation  at  the  difappointment,  they  threw  it  out  of  the  vafe :  and  thus 
fcattered  this  valuable  water  of  the  nardus :  the  charming  fcent  of 
which  was  felt  far  around,  for  three  days.  The  high  value,  nvhicli  the 
people  of  the  Eaft,  as  well  as  the  .Greeks  and  Romans,  fet  upon  this 
perfume  is  well  known. 

During  our  walk,  the  fame  of  the  arrival  of  foreigners  had  fprcad^ 
and  a  great  crowd  furrounded  ys ;  fome  of  whom  -followed  us  into 
our  apartment.  The  landlord  requefted  Jacobi  to  write  da^n  our 
names,  and  country ;  that,  by  this  means^  he  might,  when  ^;ve  ^^^^ere 
gone,  fatisfy  the  enquirers. 

As  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  country  feldom  travel  without  an  armed 
afcort,  and. as  they  form  a  ftrange  idea  of  our  country,  travelters  like 
us,  from  a  land  fo  diftant,  appeared  to  them  bold  adventurers ;  who  had 
encountered,  and  ftill  had  to  encounter,  Herculean  labouiis.  Their  fen- 
fations.are  rather  lively  than  durable:  but  they  feci  themfdvcfe  ia- 
terefled  in  foreigners,  concerning  whom  they  are  induced  Citiottfiy  ^ 
enquire. 

Don  Giovanni  now  accompanied  us  to  Canoffa ;  and  afterwAi^d,  for 
the  Romans,  to  the  too  celebrated  Cannae.  On  our  road,  we*pafled 
the  river  Ofanio :  the  Aufidus  of  the  ancients :  the  waters  of  which  aft 
already  much  decreafed  ;  and,  in  the  middle  of  fummer,  its  broad  itrctny 
bed  will  be  little  more  than  a  brook :  but,  in  autumn  and  wiiftil?,  4t  is 
a  charming  ftream,  and  deferves  the  epithet  of  longe  fonansy  or  far- 
founding,  which  Horace  gives  it  j  for  it  frequently  overflows  the  fielids, 
as  in  the  poet's  time ;  to  whofe  waters  he  compares  the  ftqp-fon  of 
Auguftus,  the  young  warrior  Claudius. 

Sic  tauriformis  volvitur  Aufidus^ 
J^i  regna  Jianni  prajtuit  Jpptili^ 
Cumfitvit^  horrettdamque  cultis 
Dihviem  meditahtr  agris. 

HoR.  lib.  iv.  od.  14. 

So 
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9b  branching  Aafidus,  xtho  laves      ^ 
The  Daunian  realms,  fierce  rolls  his  wavesy. 
When  to  the  golden  labours  of  tht  fwain 
He  meditates  his  wrathy.and  deluges  the  plain. 

Francis. 

The  pjefefltr  Canofla  includes;  only  a  part  of  the  ancient  town  ;  of 
^icb  theijc  ftiU  ar-^  tombs,  a  gate,  tod  ruiiis  of  the  walb,  rernainhig. 
Wc;  ihottld  have  beea  glad  to  have  foup4  the  tomb  of  the  benevolent' 
Buia^ ;  a  noble  matron,  who,  after  the  battle  of  Caanae,  when  the  citi*^ 
2e$m  ^  Canu6uf»  afibfded  ibelter  to  fotir  tho^and  fugitive  Romans^ 
g^^ro^y  fuppliedt' ttiem  with  cord,  clot4iing,  and  money,  for  which 
Ihc;  w$6-publiicl7  |K>i%oured  by  the  Senate  *. 

FoUowIng:  the  advice  of  H:or*ce>  we  topk  bread  with  us  from  Cerig- 
oota:  itt  w^ifih  Wj^s  ^^ere  vfXf  pjudeat.  Nam  Canusi  lapukfus^  fays 
the  poet:  and  the  bread  of  Canofla  is  in  fadt  ftill  of  a  ftony  equality,, 
and  woriir  th^u^as^y  H^AVt  met  wkh  in  Italy ;  in  many^  parts  of  which 
^6  bread  is  bad«  Thi$  hardnefs  feems  >uflly  aicribed  to  the  foft  milU 
ftones  of  Canoflla:  yet  if  is^  incon,ceivaible  that  the  inhabitants  £hould 
hdrVQ  cQi»ti&ued^£»r  more  thaa  ci^^^  ^fipturies  i^  this  pra&ice,  wit^«^ 
out  ie(^li{>gi<>r  otla^r  QiiHftonQs;^ 

T\m  priwcipal  <;[]pft>Kh  h  a  vety  wt^cfee4  Gothic  building  v  but  it 
ccmt^^Qfr  f)x  pillstf s:  of  virdf,  a^fficoi^  and  lUcewife  i&  the  bvria)  pkice  of 
Bo^mofy^^l  tke  klrtg>ilt^^f)»  Ta^  ^  hi?  J^fufaJl^cft  Delivf red,  h^s 
iQq4«fe4  iilfniQi^:^ 

W«  vihfA  tbft  §«Wt'  ^  b4t|le  at  C^imap,  witb  Livy  in  owr  hjMjd. 
How  does  the  afpeft  of  tb^  place  give  veaiity  to  the  deeds  of  former 
tiflMS^  a&d  fori9  s^d  >  eeloiiF  ta  the-  Oi^ades^  of  the  departed  I     The  de-- 
fcriptiep  ^l^Hfh: 4dlghtfbU     We  evidently  law  how  Hannibal  ha,d 
f«ppofted  his  Wt  waog  hyf  tb«^  Aufid^s,  expending  l^s  right  toward  the ' 
d*«iiB;iiefla:;theliM}.an4lM^^  tht  fou.t^4w«ft  winds  from  tb«Vult;u^ 

**LiY.3Kii.  €•  52* 
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hill,  ventus  VuUurnus^  and  the  afternoon  fun,  were  full  in  the  face  of 
the  Romans. 

It  was  about  the  time  of  harveft  when  the  battle  was  fought ;  and 
the  afternoon  rays  of  the  fun  are  even  already  fcorching,  while  the 
fouth-weft  wind,  from  Volto,  blows,  bringing  duft  with  it  over  the 
fandy  plain.  Some  find  it  difficult  to  imagine  why  the  flying  Romans 
fhould  not  rather  have  pafled  the  river  than  have  come  to  Canofla.  It 
is  true  the  Ofanto  was  always  Icanty  of  water,  in  fummer,  and  ford- 
able  ;  and  a  part  of  the  Roman  army,  that  was  flationed  on  that  fide, 
might,  by  exertion,  have  pafTed.  But  it  is  not  recolledled  that,  in  this 
general  flight,  the  fugitives  prefTed  on  all  fides ;  that,  probably,  the 
excellent  cavalry  of  the  Carthaginians  had  cut  oflT  every  other  retreat ; 
that  a  handful  of  men  only  efcaped  to  Canoffa ;  and  that  Hannibal 
himfelf  called  to  the  viftorious  army,  "  Enough !  Forbear !  Spare  the 
v-anquifhed !" 

Below  one  of  thefe  downs,  there  is  a  clear  fpring,  with  much  water; 
at  which  tradition  fays  that,  while  bleeding  with  his  wounds,  Paulus 
^milius  here  refrefhed  himfelf,  before  he  expired. 

The  whole  place  appears  very  naked  :  but,  on  the  approach  to  Bar- 
letta,  there  are  good  arable  lands,  and  vineyards  ;  the  vines  of  which 
are  not  carried  an  ell  high  :  and  it  is  affirmed  that  this  kind  of  wine  is 
the  heft,  becaufe  the  grape  is  more  perfedly  ripened  by  the  fleaming 
warmth  of  the  ground,  as  it  rifes  from  the  rocky  bed.  Thefe,  which 
are  of  a  red  kind,  are  flrong  and  ardent.  As  the  wine  here  is'as^ 
cheap  as  the  beer  with  us,  the  Swifs,  who  lately  were  flationed  at  Bar^ 
letta  in  garrifon,  drank  it  to  dangerous  excefs. 

Great  quantities  of  a  plant  are  found  in  the  bean  fields ;  to  extirpate 
which  no  degree  of  induftry  is  fufficient.  •  It  bears  a  white  pyramidal  - 
flower;  which  refembles,  but  is  larger  thitii  the  fweet  pea.     Its  roots 
arccrjtwined  round  the  roots  of  the  bean  plant,  grow  with  it,  and  thu»  - 
render  it  fickly.  The  people  call  this  ^XdiXAfporcbia ;  zxAfucciamcU ;  be- 

5  x:aufc 
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cmk  the  bee^  tdke  deUgliC  in  $s5tFA{!ting  hoaey  from  it.    It  it  called 

Barletta  is  a  tQlerabljr  l^rg^  Well  built  town ;  and  its  fltaation  on  the\ 
Adriatic,  the  afpeft  of  whiqh  to  me  is  delightful,  is  the  more  charming 
becaufe  you  likewife  difcover,  oppofite  to  the  coaft  of  the  bay  of  Man- 
£red0i»a>  the  hi^  moiialiaiaof  6ah  Angdo :  which  was  the  Garganus 
9C  the  a^^ewts,  celebrated  for  ita^  fertilityr'.  Barletta  may  contain 
tyr«rfity«tWo  thousand  inhabitants;  and  .has  a  large  ftone  pier,  which 
rttasinto  the  Tea :.  yet  it  ifi  faid  that  it  is  never  a  fafe  place  for  ihip« 
ping }  especially  when  the  Qnc^Lev^ffx^  or  eaft  north  eaft  wini^ 
blows.  The  people  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade;  and  the  principal 
articles  of  exportation  are  corn,'  almonds^  and  fait.  Near  the  to^n, 
^re  fure  large  royal  fait  lyoiist 

A  bronze  coloflal  ftatue  of  the  Emperor  H^raclius,  which  was  fomid 
uk  the  fea^  ftands  in*  the  iQari(«t;  plax:e  ( ^  of  jiKtiiiab.  tfaie  pw^le  h^^e  made 
a3»i&t  •      ':    •  ,      )  Lrr  ;.■  ' 


XETTER    LXXX.    I  : 

..',..  T5tfaiJttvrithMajn79a. 

\Jn  Ae  15th,  we  rode 'from  Barletta  to  Bari:  the  province 
bf-ttftttfe,  iaowbjrfome  called  ?^^^  ^/ 5^^^^^  Provmcia 

iH^ctnt^'Wi^hf  tile  andefate'nlatried  toiuftia  ^6ticejtia-.  or rathef  fitoply 
Petttetia/  *lflie  Peucetii yfrtiz'Xikt^^  ^"^cedicutu 

On  otir  rOad  beV^iditf  fiiriettaand  Bari,  we'pafiedf  through  four 
otfier  towns,  ilf  of  which  ate  jfn  like  manner  built  on  tliefeallde,  called 
Trani^Blfe^U^M«l|e^i.and.Qiov«U^^      . 

Yttj,.!!!.  S  Iram^ 
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Trani^  Foroierly  Turrsnumyhthc  fejit  iof  ati  arehbifliopi  Ptmay^ 
contain  about  fifteen  thoufand  inhabitants^;  and  the  haodfomelj  butll? 
Molfetta  twelve  thoufand;  Bijeglia^  the  antient  Vigilmy  has  a'  ftreet  in- 
which  there  are  larger  houfes  than  might  have-  been  expe^ed  in  foh 
fmall  a  town. 

The  appearance  of  Gio^enazzo  is  fingular;  Ir  hast  very  tii'gli  walls  of! 
voilic  architedure ;  within  which  t4ie  high-  houfes^  and  towers,  riie  ia 
narrow  rows:  the  roofs  fiat,. and  built  of  polifhedi ilone;  Giovenazza 
HI  appearance  reminds  you  of  the  fports  of  nature'  in  various^  kind* 
of  marblej  agate,  of  cryftal;.  among  which  you  inuigine  you  fee  wallsi, 
houfes,  and  towers.: 

On  this  coaft)  all-  the  produdlions  of  nature  and*  art  are  (ihgular,  ancF 
different  from  any  that  I  have  hitherto  feen;  The  lands  are-  indiif* 
trioufly  cultivated:  but,  in  many  of  the- fields,  the  oats  and  barley  grow- 
io  tufts  *.  The  com  has  not  been^  fo wn  with  broad^  ca(V  y  Bur  three  or 
four  grains  have  been  planted  together,  in  the  manner  we  plant  garden, 
peas. 

I  am  told  that  the  com  which  is  reared' in  this  manner  is  cut,  before: 
die  ears  ripen^  as  green  fodder  for  cattle.     Where  the  land  is  very- 
rocky  and  the  plough  cannot  beufed,  this  may  be  the  bell,  or  perhaps* 
die  only,  manner  of  turning*  it  to  advantage..  The  vines  are  not  higher 
than  potatoe  plants  are  with  us;  aitd  the  ears  df  com  and  the  vine  are; 
often  intertwined.     In  thefe  fields  the  fig,  the  carob^  the  almond^the:: 
peach,  the  apricot,  the  olive,  and- the  granate  tree^  the  beautiful  redi 
bloom  of  whicb  now  begins  to  appear,. are  all  feen  to ^ow;    H^re  you  i 
find  various  fields  thft  are  entirely  like thoTe. through,  which  Sampfoa 
£ent  the  jackalls ;  which^  in.  the  tcaolladon  of. the  bible, .  have  impro- 
perly been  called  foxes  j  when  he  tied  thefire  brands  to  their  tails, » 
**  let  them  go  into  the  ftanding  com  of  the  Philiftines^^  and  burnt  .up  > 
•*  both  the  fhocks  and^alfo  the  ftanding  com,,  with  the.  vineyards  and- 

*■  I  have  Cnce  feen  wheat  grow  iii^  this  ma&oer,  in  fereral  jnirts  of  Sicily/ 

*^oUve8.r 
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*"  olives*."  There  is  a  valley,  between  Twiii  and  BifcgUa',  ia  which 
we  evidently  difcover  the  bed  of  a  rivtt-,  that  formerly  meandered 
through  the  plain  and  emptied  itfclf  into  the  fea..  Like  our  blue 
trem/efy  the  fingle  red  poppy  grows  here  in  great  quantities,  which  the 
JFrench  call  coquelico^  and  which  grows  among  our  whett  though  fpar* 
ingly.  The  yellow  horned  poppy  is  found  here  wild,  in  abundance, 
among  the  rocks  and  fand  of  the  fliore.  The  carob^  ceratonia^  Extends 
its  branches  very  far:  the  twigs  frequently  fink,  and  arc  weighed 
down  to  the  ground ;  where  they  probably  take  root,  and  the  fprout* 
ing  ftems  are  at  laft  feparated  from  the  mother  plant. 

There  are  remarkable  fmall  round  huts  built  here,  of  the  fieldftone, 
that  have  no  windows,  and  only  a  low  entrance,  which  is  always  open* 
Here  the  country  people  live,  with  their  wives  and  children,  during 
the  vintage.  I  fend  you  a  drawing  of  thefe  huts,  which  will  convey 
to  you  fome  idea  of  thefe  Angular  places. 

The  wine  is  very  ardent,  and  red,  like  moft  of  the  Italian  *wine$»  The 
white  wines,  fome  of  the  moft  generous  excepted,  are  not  to  be  indulged 
«a ;  at  fcaft,  it  b  affirmed  that  they  do  not  agree  vnth  Germans.  The 
varieties  of  tfeie,  grain,  and  vine,  afford  an  inceflant  change;  which  is 
ffiU  ferthcr  cmbellifhcd  by  the  profped  of  the  highly  coloured,  blue^ 
Adriatic  fea. 

Ijnigbt  eafily  have  given  a  pompous  defcription  of  places,  which  are 
foinc  hiindredB  of  German  miles  diftant^but  I  muft  acknowledge  that 
the  country  between  Barletta  and  Bari,  entertaining,  as  it  is  to  a  tra- 
veller, is  not  that  whicK  fatisfies  the  heart.  This  numerous  trees  it 
contains  afford  only  fcattered  and  inefficient  fhades.  There  is  no 
thought  of  an;  umbrageous  walk ;  and  pure  as  the  chartning  vegetation 

^  Judge&Xv.S.'    My  clerical  friend  j  Rudolf  Sclun2,lqom.  Zurich,  ^^^  the  fame 

remark,- in  TiisDefcription  of  Italian  Switzerland,  concerning  the  rcfemblance  between 
fttch  fields  andthofe  of  the  Philiftihes.  .        .,     .  \ 

t  I  caanot  difcoter  more  than  the  context  tells  m6  of  .this  plant.    T.^ 

S2  is^ 


132  TRAVELS  OF  <:6UNT  STOLBERG. 

is,  excepting  only  the  gloomy  and  mutilated  olive  tree,  yet  the  im-^ 
preffion  of  the  whole  wants  that  fecret,  inimitable^  fuUnefs  of  harmony^ 
which  is  the  refult  only  of  great  and  uninjured  nature. 

The  whole  h  a  rock:  yet  we  never  fee  any  bold  projeding  rocks^ 
any  grottos,  any  forilftd,  6r  any  fprings.  How  different  to  this  were 
the  grandeur  ajid- harmony  of  the  noble  and  native  beauties,  which  we 
fo  lately  faw  in  the  iflands  of  the  bay  of  Naples :  at  Sorento,  at  Cava, 
^  Vietri,  and  between  Salerno  and  Avellino  ! 

Bari  is  built  upon  a  rock,  whkh  is  apeninfula.  Horace  caHa  it  the 
fifli-abounding  Bari  j  but  the  fifh  of  this  place,  at  prefent,  are  more  fa* 
mous  for  their  goodnefs  than  for  their  numbers.  Though  Horace  ia^ 
the  firft  writer  who  mentions  this  town,  the  inhabitants  maintain  that 
it  is  iiEK>re  ancient  than  Rome.  This  is  a  kind  of  vanity  peculiar  to  the 
Italians. 

Bari  is  the  feat  of  an  archbifhop,  an4  may  contain  about  twenty 
thoufaod  inhabitants.  Its  trade  principaUy  confifts  in  olives  and  al--^ 
monds. 

We  met  with  quantities  <rf  both  thefe  tcets^  as  we  travelled  on  the 
6th,  leaving  the  coaft  of  the  Adriatic  and  Bari  to  go  to  Taranto..  The 
beautiful  freih  verdure  o£  the  almond  tcee  is  heightened  by  the  pallid 
hue  of  the  olive. 

Diu*ing  the  heat  of  the  day,  we  halted  at  a  little  town,  that  is  called 
Mpndrone;  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  bufily  employed  in  cele-^ 
brating  the  holiday  of  their  patron  Saint,  Santo  Tripbonc.  About  four 
hundred  little  pieces  of  artillery,  made  of  gun  barrels,  were  arranged  be- 
fore the  church ;  and,  according  to.  the  cuftom  of  the  place,  were  fired 
ip  honour  of  the  Saint,  as  his  iii^e  was  borne  in  folemn  proceffion,  ac-r 
companied  by  priefts,  banners,  drums,  and  fifes.  The  people  entreated 
as  very  much  to  look  at  their  beautiful  Saint.  It  was  the  figure  of  a 
warrior,  completely  armed,  about  half  the  fize  of  a  man :  a  kind  of 
puppet,  cut  in  wood.  The  honours  now  paid  to  him  were  probably 
the  honours  that  were  formerly  paid,  in  the  fame  place,  to  fome  hero. 

The 
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The  ItaliaQs  are  always  inclined  to  coniider  their  Saints'  days  as  ho^ 
Bdays^  They  frequently  mingle  with  thia  trifling  amufement  an  in* 
ward  but  fleeting  fenfe  of  devotion  •.  a  flafti  which^  among  moft  of  them, 
fcarcely  pafies  perhaps  from  the  image  to  the  Saint:  much  lefs  to  him 
who  alone  is  worthy  of  adoration; 

In  the  evening,  we  rode  through  a  wood  J  in  whiclv  along  with  the 
oak,  there  were  many^cork  trees.  This  kind  of  tree  appears  to  be  a 
medium  between  our  oak  and  the  evergreen  prickly  oak ;  the  fruit  of 
which,  though,  lefs,  is  perfedly  like  our  acorn.  The  fruit  of  the  cork 
tree  is  ilill  lefs  than  this,  and  not  fo  long ;  and,  like  the  other  kinds  of 
acorn,  it  is  eaten'  by  fwine;  Corks  for  bottles  are  made  from  the  bark 
ef  this  tree;  and  likewife  corkfoles:  for  which  reafon  it  is  called  by 
fome  the-  flipper  tree^  This  bark  is  alfo  ufed  for  the  nets  of  fifher^ 
men :  becaufe,  by  fwimming  on  the  furface,  it  fhews  where  the  nets 
kave  beeacafttr  Of  this  likewife^  the  cork  jacket  is  made;  which  U' 
«fed  for  fwimming^  and  the  ufe  of  which  i»  ancient.  In  the  advice 
givea  to  Horace  by  his  father^  the  latter  adds^  **  When  thou  art  oW^ 
thou  wilt  fwinv  without  the  hdp  of  bark  :^ 

— —  Nobis JiM  cortice*: 

iguratively  to  tell  him:  he  would  not  then  want  aid.  This  valuable 
tree  feems  deftined  by  the  Creator,  for  our  ufe,  to  be  robbed  of  its 
kark;  for  every  other  trec,^  when  ftripped  of  its  bark,  dies.  The  bark> 
^  four  fingers  thick;  and,  after  it  has  been  peeled  away»  grows  again» 
in  two  years^ 

We  paflfed  the  night  in  the  little  town  of  Gioja;  and;  on  the  7th^ 
we  again  came  to  a  large  foreft:  but  the  ftony  foil  will  not  permit  the 
tiees  to  attsuaa  beautiful  growth.     Here  and  there^.we  faw  good  corff 
fields :  but  we  met  with  others^ 

^*  Woy  injieinigem  acher^  die  faat  der  kiefel  erftiehetj^^ 

*  Hon  i.  Sat.  iv.  120. 

f  In  ftony  lands,  where  flints  the  feed  had  killed 
I  as- 
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as  Klopftock,  in  an  inimitably  exprefliv£  and  tugged  verfe,  has  tdlfl 
us. 

We  expefted  to  have  met  with  a  ridge  of  the  Apennines,  which 
fhould  have  formed  the  heart  of  the  peninfula :  but  the  rocky  hilk, 
that  lie  between  Gioja  and  Mafafra,  do  not  deferve  this  name.  The 
whole  country  between  *Bafi  and  Taranto,  like  the  coaft  between  Bar- 
letta  and  Bari,  is  flat  and  rocky. 

At  noon,  we  yielded  to  the  friendly  importunities  of  our  hoft,  at 
Malafra;  who  took  us  to  the  church,  to  (hew  us  the  carved  image  of 
"the  Madonna  dtlla  Scala  :  Our  Lady  of  the.Ladden     With  what  «a- 

thufiafm   did  he  fpeak not  of  the  Vi^fgin ^f  the  imagei 

You  no  doubt  rememberthe  coated  that  arofe  inthe  timeof  Auguftus^ 
between<the  Thundering  Jupiter  and  the  Jupiter  of  the  Capitol.  The 
common  people  in  Italy  are  all  zealous  for  the  image  of  their  tpwn« 
It  is  not  fo  much  the  Holy  Vii:gin  as  the  Holy  Virgin  of  the  Ladder^ 
nor  fo  much. the  Holy  Virgin  of  the  Ladder  as  the  particular  image  be- 
longing to  their  own  town,  and  their  own.parifli  church,  that  is  the 
obje£t  of  their  devotion.  This  devotionaLzeal  is  the  aflbciate  of  national 
vanity.  The  folemn  honours  of  the  Saint  are  combined  with  popular 
games,  and  fports  ;  and  with  public  feftivals,  which  frequently  dege- 
nerate into  pernicious  excefs. 

The  (hrubsand  vegetation  of  tRefe  ftony  regions  are  ^ery  powerfully 
odoriferous ;  and  efpecially  the  bufliy  cifins^  which  fills  the  air  with  a 
balfamic  fcent.  Its  bloom  is  generally  white,  though  fometimes  red ; 
and  the  flower,  which  the  German  gardeners  call  ci/ius-rdjleitt*^  can 
fcarcely  be  diftinguiflicd  from  the  field  rofe -•  though  the  leaves  and 
buds  are  very  diflferent  from  the  leaves  and  budt  of  that  plant.  The 
oiftus  with  us  is  a  green-houfe  plant. 

A  bu(h,  the  leaves  of  which  refemble  trefoil,  and  which  bears  great 
.quantities  of  a  fruit  that  refembles  beans,  likewife  grows  wild  here. 
.The  people  call  it  luplnafclvaggia:  or  the  wild  lupinus. 

"^  Litde  ciftus  rofc. 

As 
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A&  tbe  Greeks  had  named  all  Aj)ulia  dSttr  Japyx^  who  is  fuppofed- 
By  fome  to  be  a  fon  of  Daedalus,  by  others  a  brother  of  Daunius  and' 
Peucetiusi  the- fons  of  Lycaon,  fb  they  called  the  peninfula  (which 
fbmetiraeS'is  now  called  Terra  di  Lccce^  from  the  chief  town  Lecce^. 
butoftener  7<?rr^  if  Otpanto  ^&tr  Otranto)  Meffapia;  from  Meffapus,, 
who  waa  (aid  to  *be  a>  fon  of  Neptune. 

— —  Meffapui  e^uAm  domitor,  Neptunia  proles. 

ViRG.  Mvu  vii.  6^1. 

MeflapuBnext)  .great  Neptune  was  his  fire* 

Drtdek,  v.  95J. 

The  ancients  called  the  eaft^  fide  of  the  peninfula  Calabria;  and  the 
welF  the  land  of  the  Satentines :  though  the  latter  was  frequently  in-^ 
duded  under  the  name  Calabria*.^    Thus  the  infcription  of  the  monu- 
ment of  Vii-g^i,  wHicUfome  hold  to  have  been  written  by  the  poet  him- 
felf,  tells  us^,  }^ 

Memtu<pme  genuiiy  Calahri  rapUere^  Unttnunc 
Partbempf  s  cedm  pafaia^  ruroy  duces^ 

Ifang  fl6cks,  tillage,  heroes :  Mantua  gare 
Me  iifeir  Brimdufium-deatby  Naples  a  graT«. 

I^'of  VirgU  prefixed  to  Drjdetfs  Tranjldtion^ 

Tarentums  where  Virgil  refided  for  fone  time,  was  uhdisrftood  by/ 
the  general  Jname^Calabria* 

The  provinces,  which' are  vm^  c^\^  CaiabHa  citra  vltA  Oaldbria^ 
cltrn^  had  very  different  names  given,  thent  by  the  ancients;  who,  at- 
&ft,  called  them  by  the  common  term  Lucania;*  When  fugitive  fhep-- 
herds  rofe  againft*their  rulers,  and  founded"-  an  individual  ftate,  Cdla-^ 
hria  dtrai  which  we  likewife,  becaufe  of  its  fouthem  fiftuation,'  call^ 
Calabria,  received  from  them  the  name  of  Bruttium  ;and  this  muft  not* 
be.confoundedwithJf/f^9;ea|.  which;  is  the  modem  name  of  a  part  of 
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the  ancient  Samnium.  Calabria  citra  Cjontiaued  to  be  caiDecl  litocalotui 
by  the  ancients. 

Virgil  tna^es  MefTapus  combat  againli  the  Trojaos,  «b  the  ti\y  of 
Turnus.  The  people  of  Meffajna  were  not  of  Greek  ori|;id»  but  were 
called  by  the  Greekd  barbarians  ■:  a  word  whkh,  among  tliem^  did  net 
fo  accurately  fignify  a  barbarous  nation  as  1^  natk>ti  th^t  wd«  not 
Greek.  Tarentum  was  not  only  tbe  principal  town  in  Meflapia  but 
in  all  Italy ;  and  was  taken  by  the  Greeks  about  feven  liundred  years 
before  the  birth  of  Chriftt  the  occafion  of  which  I  will  relate. 

During  a  tedious  war  between  the  Spartans  and  the  Meflenii,  the 
Lacedemonian  women  complained  of  being  fo  long  deprived  of  all 
interqourfe  with  their  kuibands. 

Among  the  Spartans,  more  than  among  any  other  of  the  Greeks, 
and  more  even  than  among  the  Romans,  the  man  was  fubordinate  to 
the  citizen,  and  virtue  to  the  ftate.  The  women  were  permitted,  or 
rather  commanded,  to  receive  the  youths,  who  remained  at  home,  as 
their  huibands.  When  the  army  at  length  returned,  the  fruits  of  thefe 
connexions,  who  were  improperly  enough  called  maiden  fons, 
^Gco^epioif  were  confidered  as  natural  children.  This  enraged  them  ; 
and,  under  the  condudt  of  Phalanthus,  many  of  them  left  their  coun- 
try, and  with  their  leader  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Italy. 

The  oracle  had  told  Fhalanthm  that  tie  (hould  fettle  in  that  land,  and 
city,  where  it  fhould  rain  from  a  clear  iky.  Phalanthus  defeated  the 
ba^biurians ;  bjit  conquered  neither  their  town  nor  thtvc  country,  and 
was  grieved  that  he  could  not  difcover  the  toe«tiing  of  the  oracle. 
His  wi&  accompanied  him,  entkavoured  to  afford  him  confolatio'n, 
and,  as  lus  head  happened  tf)  be  lying  on  her  Up  that  (he  ^^t  fr^  {% 
from  verniia,  her  tears  wetted  thq.hsur.  It  then  immediatd}>!  occurifed 
to  him  that  the  oracle  was  fulfilled :  for  his  wife's  name  was  i4itJ^ra^ 
^wiiVch  figaifies  4:Iear  Jky  ^«  Stseagthened  by  this  aniiilatipg,  tiof)ie» 
he  took  Taremvim  the  following  night ;  whidh^  at  tkt  time,  waa  the 

*  £trabo  :  ahdPMifaniai,  lib.  x.  - 

greateft 
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^reateft  and  wealthieft  city  of  th€  Barbarians  on  the  fea  coaft  *.  The 
city  and  the  river,  among  the  Greeks,  preferved  their  ancient  name  of 
Taras;  from  the  hero  Taras,  to  whom  the  founding  of  Tarentum  was 
afcribed,  and  to  whom  they  did  the  honour  of  fuppofing  him  to  be  a 
fon  of  Neptune.  From  Taras  the  Romans  formed  Tarentus^  and  more 
frequently  Tarentum;  and  froqi  thefe  came  its prefent  name,  Taranto. 
The  firft  fyllable  is  pronounced  long :  as  likewife  is  the  O,  in  the  name 
of  the  town  of  Otranto.  The  fchool  of  Pythagoras  flourifhed  for  a 
time  in  Tarentum  ;  and  produced  Archytas,  one  of  the  greatefl  men 
of  antiquity,  who  governed  the  town  with  wifdom  and  refpe£t,  and 
who  was  the  contemporary  and  friend  of  Plato. 

It  likewife  formed  Lyiis,  a  citizen  of  Tarentum ;  and  he  the  great 
Epaminondas,  the  pride  of  Thebes  and  Greece^  in  an  age  when  great 
men  were  no  longer  common. 

The  people,  of  Tarentum  were  celebi;ated  for  bodily  ^x^rcifi^ ;  and 
A  certain  ^lethod  of  tjfaifiii^  war  hoiies  .was  called,  aft^r  them, 
T^^eei^ari^^n  A  part  of  the  bay  of  Tarentum,  which  ,waa  called  the 
^Saturian  fields,  was  fijtmcjd  fpr  its  ftuds  f ;.  ao^  even  ilUl  affords  good 

^^'^  Mifufing 

•  There  are  peopk  who  would  entirely  banUh  fable  from  ancient  hiftorjr ;  and  by  fuch 
people  I  (hall  frequently  be  criticifcd.  To  feparate  the  fabulous  from  the  hiftoricai,  as 
frequently  as  poflible,  is  godd  :  but  not  without  exception.  Truth  often  is  concealed 
behind  the  veil  of  fable.  Befide,  fable  appears  to  meflill  mote  important  as  it  affords 
aluftory  of  human  genius  than  as  the  veil  of  hiftoricai  fa£l :  and  this  is  a  fpecies  of  hif-* 
tory  more  engaging  to  ^he  true  pWtofophcr  than  the  moft  pompous  details  of  war,  or 
fuccei&ons  of  dynafties.  .  I  hate  a  pafiing  recolle£tion  that  Feneion  is  guifty  of  an  ana- 
chronifm  of  five  hundred  years,  when  he  makes  hisrhero,  Telemachus,  the  contempo- 
rary of.Phalanthus>  .Faetshave  the  right  of  changing  ages  to  anfwer  their  purpofes. 
We  ought  not  to  choofe  a  poet  as  our  guide  through  the  labyrinth  of  chronology.  I 
know  a  -lady  of  wit  and  wderftanding  who  ftudjies  the  Edgliih  hiilory  by  reading 
iShakeip^are. 

f  Hor.  i.  Sat.  vi.  59. 

X  The  prefent  archbifhop  of  Taranto  found  a  fragment  of  ancient  marble,  in  the  prin- 
cipal church,  on  which  is  the  following  part  of  an  infcription  : 
Vol.  IL  T 
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Mifufing  the  fertility  of  the  earth  and  the  mildnefs  of  the  air,  the 
people  of  Tarentum  gradually  gave  themfelves  up  to  indolencej  and 
voluptuoufnefs.  At  the  tinte  that  they  affronted  Rome,  their  power 
was  great.  They  plundered  a  Roman  fquadron  of  fhips-,  killed  the 
commander,  and  infulted  the  ambaffadbrs  that  came  to  complain  of  the 
violence  done  to  the  rights  of  nations.  However  it  appears  that,  in 
the  interim,  th^  Romans  were  fecretly  praftifing  againft  the  con*- 
trad^d  alliance,  and  were  the  real  promoters  of  the  breach  of  peace  : 
but  this  artful  conquering  people  knew  how  to  take  advantage  of  the 
rafhnefs  which  they  excited  others  to  commit  j-  and,  under  the  pre* 
text  of  juftice,  to  be-  guilty  of  depredations*  War  was  proclaimed, 
by  Rome,  and  Tarentum  applied  to  Pyrrhus  for  help.  After  Pyrrhus- 
had  departed  from  Italy^  the  Jl^r^;!/////' called  for  aid  on  the  Cartha* 
ginians  :  however  they  foon  made  peace  with  the  Romans  *; 

In  the  fecond  Punic  war,  they  were  the  allies  of  the  Carthaginians  ;; 
and  their  city  was  taken  by  Fabius  through  treachery.  Two  of  their 
Ifeaders,  Nicon  and  Democrates^,  fell  in  combat ;  and  it  was  thought  that 
the  third,  Philbmenes,  who  had  left  the  city  full'  gallop  and  was  not 
again  heard  of,  had  thrown  himfelf  into  a  well.  It  was  he  who  had. 
advifed  the  alliance  with  Hannibal...   . 

Many  ftatues  and  pictures  were  found.by  the  Romans  ;,and^  among: 


AABnNAEKAIISOnTeiOrEKAII 

aEoir. 


Itm^ 


From  the  part  that  remains  of  this  infcription,  it  is  evident  that  he  -who  dedicated  tlas* 
ftone  to  the  Gods  had  been  vi6lor  in  games  •,  of  which  feme  were  in  imitation  of  tUe 
Pythian,  and  others  ofthe  Olympic,  games. 

*  Liv.  Epit.  xii.  xiv.  xv- 

Others^, 
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•others,  coloflal  ftataes  of  their  Gods,  in  combating  attitudes.  Fabiiis^ 
who  probably  forefaw  the  inflnence  which  an  exceflive  admiration  of 
thefe  works  of  art  would  have  on  the  manners  of  the  Romans,  did  not 
take  away  the  ftsAues,  and  the  piSures.  When  hiC  was  queftioned  what 
'booty  he  had  taken  and  how  he  had  aded,  the  fagc  leader  replied,  he 
had  left  the  Tarentini  their  angry  Gods  *. 

Thus  Tarentum  loft  its  freedom,  of  which  it  had  become  unwoithy 
and  perhaps  incapable,  through  effeminacy  and  arrogance. 

in  the  time  of  its  profperity,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  Strabo, 
it  had  as  great  a  fleet  as  any  people  of  Greece  ;  and  contained  thirty 
thoufand  foot,  ten  thoufand  horfe,  and  three  thoufand  knights.  The 
geographer  adds  that  the  people  were  fo  funk  in  voluptuoufnefs  that 
they  had  more  feftivals  than  th^re  were  days  in  the  year.  Thus,  in 
Strabo's  time,  who  was  a  contemporary  of  Auguftus,  though  fuhjeded, 
they  had  become  more  happy  than  their  voluptuous  forefathers  had 
been  toward  the  conclufion  of  their  independence.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  they  enjoyed  even  more  freedom,  under  the  Caefars^ 
than  they  did  toward  the  clofe  of  what  they  called  their  age  of  liberty. 
A  ftate  is  free,  or  flavifti,  according  as  the  laws  f  govern,  or  are  ne- 
glefted.  And  how  could  the  voluptuous  and  degraded  Tanntlni 
efcape  the  affli£Uon  of  difobedience  to  the  laws  ? 

Taranto  at  prefent  may  contain  eighteen  thoufand  inhabitants,  and 
is  built  upon  the  ground  where  the  fortrefs  of  the  ancient  Tarentum 
ftood  ;  between  what  is  called  Mare  Piccolo^  or  little  fea,  and  the  bay 
of  Taranto.  This  is  a  rocky  ifland  ;  on  each  fide  of  which  there  ib  a 
bridge,  that  gives  it  a  communication  with  the  two  feas :  or  rather 
with  the  little  bay  and  the  great,  between  which  it  ftands.  This  is  the 
only  place  in  the  Mediterranean  fea  where  regularly,  and  indubitably, 
every  fix  hours,  the  tide  is  obferved  to  ebb  and  flow  :{:.  The  Marc 

Piccolo 

*  Liv.  xxvii.  15  and  16. 

-j-  Subftitute  tiic  word  morals^  and  the  reafoning  will  be  excellent.     T. 

X  In  the  time  of  Ferdinand  the  Fhft,  of  Arragor,  Taranto   was  a  pcninfula  ;  but, 

T  2  after 
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Piccolo  lies  to  the  eaft  and  the  north  of  xht  town  j  and  the  hzj  of  Ta- 
ranto  to  the  weft  and  the  fouth.-  The  indent  town  extended  far 
toward  the  fouth ;  and  the  whole  Mare  Piccolo^  which  is  more  thaa 
two  German  miles  in  circumference,  ferved  it  as  a  haven^ 

The  Archbifhop  of  Taranto,  a  Neapolitan  of  the  noble  family  of 
Capece-Latro,  had  the  kindnefs  to  invite  us  on  the  Sth,  the  morning 
of  the  day  after  our  arrival,  to  his  palace.  He  is  a  man  of  much  in* 
telligence,  uncommonly  pleafing  in  his  manners,  and  has  a  counte- 
nance that,  while  it  beams  with  benevolence  and  dignity  of  foul,  ap- 
pears to  me  extretnely  to  refemble  the  portraits  of  Henry  the  Fourth 
of  France.  I  have  met  with  few  men  who  were  fa  familiar  with  na^ 
ture  as  he  is,  or  who  fo  well  knew  how  to  enjoy  her  beauties.  He  i^ 
one  of  thofc  rare  men  with  whom  you  are  as  intimately  acquainted,^, 
and  as  openly  confidential,  the  firft  day  you  meet  as  with  the  tried 
friend  of  years. 

He  Ihewed  us  the  garden  of  a  monaftery,  which  lies  tolerably  di£- 
tant  from  the  prefent  town>  eaftward^  and  which  proves  the  grandeur 
of  the  ancient  city ;  for  we  find  indubitable  traces  in  it  of  an  amphi-- 
theatre.  This  muft  have  been  the  work  of  the  Romans ;.  for  the 
Greeks  held  thefe  blood  thirfty  fpedacles  in  abhorrence..  Nor  could 
it  have  been  built  before  the  time  of  the  laft  Emperors  of  the  firft  cen* 
tury  ;  becaufe,  under  Auguftus,  Rome  itfetf  had  no  amphitheatre,  but 
thefe  fpeftacles  were  exhibited  in  the  Circus.  It  was  no  doubt  ere^ed^. 
by  the  Romans,  either  within  or  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

after  Mahomet  the  Second,  in  the  year  1480,  had  taken  Otranto,  and  it  was  prefuine<t 
that  he  would  arrive  with  his  fleet  at  Taranto,  Ferdinand  commanded  that  the  cape  fhould 
he  cut  through.  The  work  was  continued  by  his  fon,  Alphonfus  \  and  Philip  the  Second|t 
fon  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  commanded  the  canal  to  be  widened,  and  rendered  navigable. 
In  procefs  of  time,  it  became  dammed  up ;  and  the  air  was  thus  rendered  very  unhealthy  r 
but  Don  Carlos^  the  father  of  the  reigning  King,  that  Don  Carlos  to  whom  the  Two 
Sicilies  are  fo  much  indebted,  in  1755,  with  the  labour  of  three  years  once  more  opened 
it ;  and  fmce  that  time  the  air  of  Taranto  i€  not  only  healthy  but  balfamic.  Vide  Delicti 
Tarentina, 

^' '\  city; 
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city  f  for  wc  find  that^  regardlefs  of  the  well  founded  difguft  of  the- 
Greeks^  they  built  amphitheatres^  in  moft  of  the  Greek  towns-- 

From  this  th?  Archbifliop  took  us  to  a  little  country  houfc,  on  the 
5anks  of  the  Mare  Piccolo ;  where,  for  his  recreation  on  the  water,  he- 
has  built  a^fmall  havenvin  which  there  are  fome  boats.  He  jocularly 
calls  this^  havea  his  Breji-,  and  we  went  on  board'  one  of  the  boats,, 
where  we  witneffed  the  fingular  oeconomy  of  the  (hell  fifli,  which  is 
called  €0%%a  pdofa  :  or,  mitylus  cfculentlis.  Tbefe  fifh,  for  their  tafte,. 
are  preferred  to  all  others,  are  peculiar  to  this  little  fea,  and  are  fent 
from  here  to  Naples*  Stakes  c^  pine  are  driven  into  the  fea  in  the 
inanth  of  December,  when  very  fmall  ftieU  fifh  cling  in  great  quantities- 
round  thefe  fl^es^  Iir  the-  month  of  Miay,  the  flakes  are  almoft  en- 
tirely covered  with  them^  and  one  fliell  hangs  \S9  andther  like  bees, 
when  a  young  fwarm  is  pendent,  in  the  form  of  a  bunch  of  grapes.- 
They  are  then  fuddenly  torn  away,  and  thrown,  as  they  hang  in  cluf- 
tersy  into  the  fea  ;.  where  they  attain  their  full  growth,  to  pleafe  the  pa- 
late of  the  ever  vdluptuous  Tarantines..  If  they  are  fuffered  to  remain^ 
on  the  ftake,  they  only  keep  the  growth  which  they  had  attained  during; 
the  winter.  It  was  the  prejudice  of  the  inhabitants  that  thefe  .ftakes 
eould  only  be  profitably  erected  to  a  certain  diftance  near  the  town  :• 
but  the  Archbifliop,  by  his  example,  has  taught  them  better ;  and  the 
trade,  which  is  very  valuable  to  the  fifliermen  of  Taranto,,has  greatly 
ihcreafed. 

The  oyfters  of  this  little  fea  are  likewife  peculiarly  good.     People 
take  a  curved  and  forked  inftrument,  with  many  teeth,,  by  which  they 
•obtain  whatever  oyfters  they  pleafe  from  the  tranfparent  water  j  and,, 
"like  as  it  ispleafant  to  eat  fruit  under  the  tree,  fo  they  here  eat  living: 
•oyfters  in  their  boats.. 

The  Mare  Piccolo^  is  remarkably  rich  in  fifti ;  particularly  in  varieties- 
of  oyfters,  and  fliell  fifti  j  and  perhaps  as  abundantly  fo  as  any  part  of 
the  lusuiriant  Mediterraneaiu     Regulations,,  which  probably  are  as 

ancient 
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ancknt  as  the  times  of  the  Greeks,  determine  what  kind  of  fifli  are  t© 
be  taken  every  months 

Horace  makes  the  proficient  in  the  art  of  cookery,  Catius,  celebrate 
:the  fhell  fifli  of  Tarentum  : 

JPeBinibus  patultsjaBatfe  molle  Tarentum. 

HoR.  Serm.  11/  Tat-  vr,  34. 

And  foft  Tarentum  jbroadeft vfcollops  boafls. 

Francis. 

The  Mare  Piccolo  is  only  acceflible  to  the  natives  xyi  Taranto,  and  the 
'people  on  its  borders.  Other  fifhermen,  even  thofe  of  Bari,  though 
•they  are  fuffered  to  fifh  round  the  peninfula  and  in  the  bay  of  Taranto, 
are  here  prohibited. .  The  Tarantines  complin  that  thefe  ftrangers 
injure  their  fifliery,  by  making  the  meflies  of  their  nets  too  fmall,  and 
catching  millions  of  young  fry,  inftead.of  fuiFering.thc  fi£h  to  attam 
their  full  fize. 

The  water  of  the  Mare  JPiccolo  is  by  no  means  fo  ialt  as  that  of  the 
bay,  or  of  the  main  fea  ;  for  it  is  fweetened  by  many  frefh  fprings ;  as 
its  waves  curl,  their  round  polifhed  furface  denotes  thefe  fprings ;  which 
are  called  by  the  Tarantines  occbi  del  mare :  or,  eyes  of  the  fea.  From 
thefe  frefh  water  can  be  obtained  between  the  £alt  waves  j  and  the 
vafpedl  of  the  white  round  fweUings  of  thefe  frefh  iprings,  furrounded 
by  the  more  lofty  and  blue  billows,  is  charming  :  efpecially  when,  as 
fthe  fun  goes  down,  the  purple  and  foaming  waves  reflect  the  rofe  cot- 
loured  atmofphere  as  in  a  mirror^ 

The  foft  rifmg  of  the  fhores  is  chara£teriflic  of  the  whole  country. 
The  olive  and  the  fig  tree  grow  hefide  each  others  and  both  kinds  here 
attain  a  very  fuperior  growth.  The  country  is  indefcribabl^  pleafant* 
The  Mare  Piccolo  is  not  fubjeft  to  florms  ;  and  tepid  airs,  beneficently 
itepid,  not  like  thofe  of  Pefto,  waft  odours  from  fhore  to  fliore :  where 
gthc  continually  frefh  verdure  is  rendered  increafingly  charming^  by  the 

azure 
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azure  of  the  fea,  and  the  clearnefe  of  the  atmofphere ;  which  is* almofl 
in  variable. 

The  little  river  Galaefus,  which  the  Spartan  colony  that  fettled' here 
likewife  called  the  £i^roto/;  aftcra river inLacedaemoriia, empties itftlf, 
oppofite  the  town,  into  the  Af^r^  PiVro/(7. 

Thebanksof  this  river  were  formerly  famous  for  their  w6oHy  flocks  :- 
but  the  prefent  breed  of  thefe  paftures^  is  not  particularly  excellent  i 
for  the  white  fheep  die  if  they  feed  on  a  plant  thait  is  c^Wtifumolo.  It 
is  very  remarkable  that  the  fheep  that  have  black  fpots  on  the  head,  as 
well  as  thofe  that  are  entirely  blacky  or  brown,  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  this  plant.  Several  people  aflurcdnTe  of  the  truth  of  this  fa^  j 
and  r  faw  ifaaxiy  flieep  that  had  thefe  black  fpots  on  :tho.  head, .but  not^ 
one  that  was  entirely  white.'. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  with  the  Archb^fliop  tb  a-  long  fmall  cape,r 
in  the.  Mare  EiccoU;.  which  abounded  in  various  kinds  of  fliell  fifh^ 
and  white  corals. 

During  oiif  little  fea  trip  of  this  clay,ahe  weatherj.  with  TarattHitae 
levity,,  had  frequently  vari^dy,.and^  the  'winds  had  blown>  in  all  direc- 
tions ;.  yet'  they  had  given  us  no  diftuifcance,  as' they-  would  fhave'done 
in  other  places,  where  fuch  changes  are  accompanied  by  ftotms.-  The 
ibuth  wind  here^  nay  the  fa  much  by  all  Italy  dreaded  Seirocco,  or 
fouth  eaft,is  pleafant :  but  the  ndrthwind  in  thi$  country  brings  heat* 

The  great  bay  of  Taranto  does  not  poffefs  fo  friendly  a  character  as 
\htMar€Piccoio;ihovi^  its  beauties  are  more  digntfiedr  During, 
ftorms,.its  waves  fwell  into  foamibg  billows;  Near  Taranto,  the  fhorea 
are  not  high:  butj.  on  the  right,  you  fee  the  ftill  fhow-corered  moun* 
tsuns  of  the  province  of  Bajilicatai  which  is  a  part  of  the  ancient  Sam-- 
niuniyiht  country  of  the  courageous  Samnites;  and,  on  the  Irft,  the 
mountains  of  Calais  iacrtra  nkf  {cfrmeTlyLucama^  befide  which  the" 
voluptuous  Sybaris  was  built.' 

In.theraiddleof  the.  bay,  there  are  two  low  iflandsj  the  greateft  of 
'  which' 
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which  is  cultivated,  arid  was  called  EkSlrU^%j  the  ancients.  I  believe 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft  give  it  no  other  name  than  that  of  the 
ifland:  or  the  great  ifland 

On  the  top  of  a  cape^  thit  mns  Into  the  Iba  on  the  left,  is  a  watch 
itower  that,  after  Saint  Vitus,  is  called  San  Tito :  maay  of  which  towers 
werfe  erected,  on  the  coaftsof  the  two  Sicilies,  hj  the  Emperor,  Charles 
the  Fifth.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  landholders,  on  whofe  eftatcs  thcfe 
towers  are  built,  to  keep  a  taan  and  a  borfe  continually  in  readnDe&4 
.that  an  immediate  alarm  may  be  given^  on  the  approach  ortfaelandmg 
of  any  corfairs :  but  this  is  a  duty  that  is  feldona  fulfilled.  In  the  watch 
towers  that  I  have  vifited,  I  found  no  horfe. 

Large  ftones  tie  bn  the  flrand  of  this  fea,  in  all  of  which  ihdls  are 
found ;  and  there  is  a  grotto  of  this  kind  formed  In  a  xock,  which  is 
yemarkably  beautiful :  the  (hells  being  entirely  the  woii:  of  nature, 
and  of  time*  Geiod  ialt  is  depofited  by  the  water  that  had  been  in« 
clofed  in  many  of  thefe  ftones. 

The  tivQT  Taray  the  25z/5£i/  of  the  ^andents^  empties  itfHf  iato  the 
great  bay ;  on  the  :^toe$  of  which  theiaffie  kind  of  trees  grow  that 
.embellifli  the  Mai^e  Pictoio.  They  both  contain  many  odoriferous 
gardens:  though  there  are  foMe  trees  that  fiouriifli  better  on  the  banks 
^of  th€  Mare  P:^<f£^/o  than  on  thoi^eof  the  great  bay:  because  the  ialt 
|)article8  6f  the  iMter  fill  the  air,  ^tid  injure  their  growth. 

In  the  ^pd^n  of  one  of  the  canons,  the  Jbhatt  iTomnuu^  on  the  ihore 
of  the  Mare  Ticcoh^  I  faw  orange  4Gd  citton  trees  equal  even  to  thofe 
«hat  I  had  met  with  at  Sorento;  and  dong  with  them  the  %,  die  pome- 
^ranate,'  and  the  apricot  trtse,  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 

By  the  ixde  of  this  little  ^ea,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Galasfus,  liv^d 
iheiilddffaidushii{bandman,'whQije  garden  iafo  charmingly  defcrib^d 
hy  'Virgil.  I  can  the  leis  reflfl:  die  temptation  of  traofcribii^  this  de- 
lightful pafTage,  becaufe  the  defcription  is  as  applicable  to  the  prefect 
^rden6, c^this country, ^s^ tothecpaft:  except  that  Imufl: iieniark that 

Virgil 
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Virgil  has  either  given  a  poetical  power  to  Winter,  which  it  did  not 
poflefs,  or,  in  his  days,  the  climate  of  thefe  fortunate  lands  was  much 
iefs  mild  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

Namquefub  Oeia/ia  *  memtni  me  turribus  altis^ 
Slua  niger  humeHat  fiavcntia  culta  Galafus^ 
Corycium  \  vidtjfe  fenem  :  cuipauca  reliSIi 
'Jugera  ruris  erant  /  nee  fertilis  illajuvencis^ 
Nee  peeori  opportuna  fegts^  nee  commoda  Baccho. 
Hie  rarum  tamen  in  dumis  oluSj  albaque  circum 
JLilia^  verbenafque  premens^  vefcumque  papaver, 
JRegum  aquabat  opes  animis  s  feraque  revertens 
>  No^e  dsmum^  dapibus  men/as  omrabat  inemptis. 

Primus  vere  rofam  atque  auSlumno  earpere  poma  : 
Et  quum  trijlis  hiems  etiamnum  frigore  faxa 
Rumperety  et  glacie  curfus  frenaret  aquarum^ 
Ille  comam  mollis  jam  tondebat  hyacinthi^ 
Mftatem  increpitans  feram  Zephyrofque  morantes^ 
Ergo  apibus  fastis  idem  atque  examine  multo 
Primus  obundarty  etfpumantia  cogere  prejfts 
Mellafavis:  illi  tilia  atque  uberrima  pinus; 
Sluotque  infiore  nevo  pomis  fe  fertilis  arbos 
Jnduerat,  totidem  auElumno  matura  tenebat. 
Ille  etiamferas  in  verfum  diftuUt  ulmos, 
Eduramque  pirum^  etfpinosjam  pruna  ferentes^ 
Jamque  minijlrantem  platanum  poiantibus  umbras. 

ViiUJ.  Georg.  iv.  125. 


For  where,  with  (lately  tow'rs,  Tarentum  ftands. 

And  deep  Galcfus  foaks  the  yellow  fands, 

I  chanc'd  an  old  Corycian  fwain  to  know 

Lord  of  few  acres,  and  thofe  barren  too : 

Unfit  for  Ihcep,  or  vines,  and  more  unfit  to  fow : 

Yet  laboring  well  his  little  fpot  of  ground, 

Some  fcattering  potherbs  here  and  there  he  found : 


1 


♦  Virgil  calls  Tarentum,  which  was  a  Spartan  colony,  Oebalia,  after  an  ancient  King 
of  Sparta,  Oebalus,  the  father  of  Tyndarus. 

f  Corycus,  a  promontory  of  Cilicia.  Pompey  granted  lands  in  Italy,  on  this  coaft,  to 
the  conquered  pirates  of  Afia  Minor.    Sec  the  remarks  of  Vofs. 

yot.IL  U.  Which. 
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Which^  cultivated  with  his  daily  care, 

And  bruisM  with  vervain,  were  his  daily  fare. 

Sometimes  white  lilies  did  their  leaves  afford, 

With  whplefome  poppy  flowers  to  mend  his  homely  board  r 

For,  late  returning  home,  he  fupped  at  eafe, 

And  wifely  deemM  the  wealth  of  monarchs  lefs  : 

The  little  of  his  own,  bccaufe  his  own,  did  pleafe. 

To  quit  his  care,  he  gatherM  firft  of  all 

In  fpring  the  rofcs,  apples  in  the  fall : 

And  when  cold  winter  fplit  the  rocks  in  twain. 

And  ice  the  running  rivers  did  reftrain. 

He  llripp'd  the  bears-foot  of  its  leafy  growth ; 

And,  calling  weftern  winds,  accus'd  the  fpring  of  floth* 

He  therefore  firft  among  the  fwains  was  found. 

To  reap  the  produft  of  his  laboured  ground, 

And  fqueeze  the  combs  with  golden  liquor  crowned 

His  limes  were  firft  in  flow'rs ;  his  lofty  pines, 

With  friendly  (hade,  fecur'd  his  lender  vines. 

For  ev'ry  bloom  his  trees  in  fpring  afford. 

An  autumn  apple  was  by  tale  reftor*d. 

He  knew  to  rank  his  elms  in  even  rows ; 

For  fruit  the  grafted  pear-tree  to  difpofe  i 

And  tame  to  phims,  the  fournefs  of  the  floes. 

With  fppeading  planes  he  made  a  cool  retreat. 

To  (hade  good  "fellows  from  the  fummer's  heat. 

Drtden,  v.  i8& 


} 


Though  Virgil  makes  the  old  Cilician 

"  Call  on  the  weftern  winds,,  accufe  the  fpring  of  floth," 

yet  this  might  only  be  to  reprefent  the  poor  prejudiced  wanderer  as 
preferring  his  own  country  to  this  new  place  of  abode.  I  doubt  whe- 
ther the  eaft  part  of  Cilicia,  lying  under  Mount  Taurus,  enjoyed  fo 
mild  a  climate  as  the  weft  of  Tarentum :  though  the  latter  is  three 
degrees  more  to  the  north. 

The  fouth  of  Paleftine  had  more  fevere  winters  than  the  kiagdoms 
of  Sicily  and  Naples :  as  we  may  clearly  learn  from  the  Scriptures,  from 
paiTages  in  the  book  of  the  foa  of  Sirach,  and  from  the  147th  Pfalm, 
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*"  He  (the  Lord)  giveth  fhow  like  wool :  he  fcattereth  the  hoar  froft 
^'  like  afties." 

"  He  cafteth  forth  his  ke  like  morfels.  Who  can  (land  before  his 
^*cold*?^ 

The  fon  of  Sirach  fpeaks  thus  : 

"  As  birds  flyings  he  fcattereth  the  fnow ;  and  tlie  falling  down 
'**  thereof  is  as  the  lighting  of  grafshoppers, 

**  The  eye  marvelleth  at  the  beauty  of  the  whitenefs  thereof;  and 
**  the  heart  is  aftonifhed  at  the  raining  of  it. 

"  The  hoar  froft  alfo,  as  fait,  he  poureth  on  the  earth ;  and,  being 
"**  congealed,  it  lieth  on  the  top  of  fliarp  ftakes. 

"  When  the  cold  north  wind  bloweth,  and  the  water  is  congealed 
**  into  ice,  it  abideth  upon  every  gathering  together  of  water,  and 
•^  clotheth  the  water  as  with  a  breaft-plate  f /' 

In  the  country  round  Taranto,  they  have  no  froft  ;  nor  do  they  fee 
any  fnow,  except  that  which  lies  even  during  fummer  on  the  moun- 
tains of  the  province  of  Bafilicata,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay.  From 
thefe  they  procure  ice  in  the  midft  of  fummer  j  which  they  eat  with 
many  of  their  fruits,  and  mix  with  their  beverage.  Horace  celebrates 
the  mild  winter  and  the  long  fpring  of  Tarentum. 

The  planting  of  large  trees,  by  the  Cilician  countryman  of  Virgil,  Is 
a  proof  that  the  people  at  that  time  knew  how  to  profit  by  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  foil,  near  the  Mare  Piccolo.  The  fruit  trees  very  quickly 
attain  an  extraordinary  growth  ;  and  nobler  kinds  of  them  no  doubt 
are  reared  now  than  were  known  to  tho£e  ages.  At  leaft,  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  ancients  knew  how  to  cultivate  all  the  agrum  of  Italy^ 
which  now  fo  greatly  contribute  to  embelUih  and  render  this  land  ^ 
paradiie. 

There  are  not  only  many  ilaells,  found  on  the  ftiorc  of  the  Mar€ 
Piccolo^  but  numberlefs  fragments  o£  Greek  earthen  vafes,  both  there 

♦  Pfalmcxlvii.  V.  t6  and  17. 

^  Ecclcfiafticus,  chap,  xliii.  V.  17  to  20.    The  verfes,  as  divided  in  the  German  and 
En^liflatranftaricfnof  the  Apocrypha,  do  nrot  torrefpond.  •  T., 

U  2  and 
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and  in  the  vicinity  of  tlve  town.  It  is  conjeftured  that  there  was  a 
manufactory  for  thefe  vafes,  oppofitc  to  where  traces  are  feea  of  an: 
ancient  walK 

There  is  a  road  to  thefe  fhores  which,  probably  from  ancient  tradi- 
tion, is  called  Goldfmith's  way.  Bits  of  gdd  are  ffill  occafionally^ 
found  among  the  pebbles,  the  potftierds,  and  the  fhells.  The  Arch- 
biftiop  knew  an  old  man,  who  feldom  miffed  a  day  without  collcdling' 
fome  gold,  which  the  fea  had  caft  up  j  and  by  this  means  he  made  a 
handfome  livelihood* 

Yefterday,  being  the  loth,  the  Tarantines  kept  the  feftival  of  their 
patron,  Saint  Cataldus ;  who  was  an  Irifhman,  and,  accordiag  to  the 
legend,  arrived  here  in  the  fecond  century ;  though  I  doubt  whether^ 
at  that  time,  Chriftianity  had  travelled  as  far  as  Ireland.  The  love  of 
antiquity  may  cafily  have  thrown  back  the  aera  when  this  biftiop  lived 
a  few  centuries.  During  the  eighth  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  whea 
the  Italians  were  funk  into  barbarifm,  fome  Hibernians  came  there  who 
taught  the  fciences,  nay  more  the  Latin  language,  in  Italy  j  and  prin- 
cipally in  Pavia,  and  Bologna. 

The  Tarantines,  as  chriftians,  take  no  lefs  delight  in  their  holidays 
than  did  their  anceftors,  as  Pagans.  They  will  ride  miles,  from  all 
parts,,  to  be  prefent  at  the  feftivals  of  other  towns:  for  which  reafon 
many  perfons  had  arrived  from  the  neighbouring  places,  on  the  prefent 
occafion  :  the  number  of  which  vifiitors  was  eftimated  at  ten  thoufandi 

The  magiftracy  of  the  town  intended  me  the  honour  of  making  me 
bear  a  ftar,  before  the  folemn  proceffion  of  the  Saint:  from  which  pro* 
jjcGt  they  were  with  difficulty^  diverted,  by  the  Archhiftiop.  His  au* 
thority,  and  not  my  herefy,  was-  my  protedlion. 

The  lower  orders  are  extremely  credulous.  The  principal  object  of 
adoration  among  the  men,  and  ftill  more  among  many  of  the  women,, 
appears  to  be  the  filver  image  of  the  Saint.  With  no  lefs  zeal  than  that 
recorded  by  St.  Paul,  they  feemed  to  emulatq  the  Ephefians  j  while 
they  exclaimed,  "  Great  is  Cataldo,  the  patron  of  Taranto!" 

The  ftatue  had  been  taken  from  its  airine,jand  placed  in  the  middle 
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eftBc church,  the  preceding  daj  ;  on  the. 9th,  in  the  afternoon.  Yon 
can  form  no  conception  of  the  clamour  of  the  people  j  or  of  the  loud 
mixture  of  riotous  mirth,  *nd  fleeting  devotion.  The  women  uttered 
their  feelings  with  tears,  howlings^  ^nd  hideous  grimaces.  Men  and 
women,  all  were  defiroijs  pf  touching  the  Saint ;  fome  with  their  lips,. 
Qthers  with  the  hand,  and  the  moft  devout  with  their  garments.  One 
woman  fuccefsfully  opened  herfelf  a  paflage  through  the  crowd,  placed 
herfclf  fervently  before  the  image,  gazed  at  it,  arid  prayed  to  it,  to  ex- 
cite  its  attention,  as  peopk  are  accuftomed  to  -do  to  thofe  whom  they- 
would  awaken  from  a  .  reverie.  Hijl  I  Ktji  !  San  Gataldo !  San  Ca-^ 
taldo  !  A  merchant  converfed  with  me  as  zealoufly^  concerning,  the 
uncovering  of  the  image,  as  if  he  had  fpoken  of  the  adlual  appearance 
of  the  Saint ;  although  he  knew  he  was  talking  to  a  heretic,,  for  he  had 
queftioned  me,  the  Sunday  before,  whether  I  would  not  go  to  mafs  ? 
and  I  had  told  him  I  wa3  not  a  Catholic  His  terror  deprived  him  of 
all  reply.  In  his  panic,  not  knowing  how  to  conceal  it  and  forgetful 
of  w^hat  he  was  doing,  he  fuddenly  attempted  to  kifs  both  my  hanxls^ 

The  divine  fervice  of  yefterday  was  long ;  for  in  Taranto,  and  in 
Brindifi,  the  ancient  Brundujium^  the  epiftles  and  gofpels  are  always 
read  firft  in  Greek,  and  then  in  Latin.  The  folemn  proceflion,  with 
the  image  through  the  town,  was  numerouQy  attended. 

According  to  the  ancient  Greek  cufto'm,  the  day  of  the  town  patron,, 
'5roA/8;:t;'^5,  was  devoted  to  national  games.  A  high  pole,  which  was 
foaped  two  thirds  of  its  height,  was  erected  before  the  gate,  in  honour 
of  San.  Cataldo.  A  wheel  was  faftened  above,  wiiich  was?  hung  round 
with  hams,  fowls^  flafksi  cheefes,  laufages,'  arid  vijinds.  To  climb  up 
this  pole  w^s  the^taik;  and,  after  many  vain  attempts. and  tumbles, 
at  length 'pneadMCftturpr  took;  poff^fli  on  of  the  wheel..  Loud  fhouts 
of  joy  then  refounded.from  the  place,  the  city  walls,  and  the  round 
towers ;  all  of  which  were  .covered  with  the  thronging  multitude.  Thi& 
was  a  peep  into  Grecian  antiquity.  '    ;    ;. 

The  people  are  handfome  i  and,  among  the  women,  I  faw  many 

truly 
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truly  Greek  beauties,  I  did  not  find  that  undeviating  furfacc,  which 
defcends  from  the  forehead  to  the  nofe  and  chin  in  a  right  Une :  a  line 
which  certainly  can  only  exift  in  nature  as  an  exception,  is  rather 
uncommon  than  beautiful,  was  firft  ufed  by  artifts  tsrho  were  guilty  of 
excefs,  and  afterward  received  among  the  dilettanti  as  the  feftion  of 
ideal  beauty :  but  a  gentle  projefting,  Avhich  efFeftually  connected  in 
many  the  right  lined  nofe  with  the  fmali  forehead. 

The  women  wear  their  hair  platted  behind,  and  wound  round  the 
head  j  as  we  fee  it  In  the  bufts  of  the  Grecian  women,  and  efpecially 
of  the  Mufes.  The  people  of  rank  fubjedl  themfelveS  to  the  fafhionj 
and  thus  lofe  very  much  in  comparifon  ^ith  thofe  who  adopt  this  beau- 
tiful coftume. 

Both  fexes  are  well  proportioned.  The  women  here  are  fair  com- 
plcxioned;  though,  in  the  other  parts  of  Puglia,  they  are  ftil]  as  fwarthy 
as  the  Apulians  were  in  the  times  of  Horace ;  whofe  ufurer,  Alphius, 
overcome  for  a  moment  by  rational  feelings,  fighs  aftet*  the  country 
and  wiihes  for  a  wife  : 

Sabina  qualbf  aut  perufia  Jolihus 
Pernicis  uxor  Appuli. 

HoR.  Epod,  2. 

,    .  Of  fun  burnt  charms  but  honeft  famci 

Such  as  the  Sabine  or  Apulian  dame* 

Frakci6« 

Many  of  the  Tarantine  wbnien  have  fair  hair,  and  blue  eyes# 
This  handfome  people  w«e  yeflerday  particularly  jocular;  and, 
after  the  Italian  manner,  ornamented  with,  various:  colours. 

The  conqueror  of  the  hams  and  faufages  played  many  tricks  upon 
the  wheel,  took  one  of  the  flafks  and  drank  to  the  honour  of  the  Saint 
and  of  the  city,  and  defcended  by  a  rope,  which  was  fattened  laterally 
to  a  wall,  fometimes  fwinging  by  the  hands,  and  at  others  holding  hf 
the  legs. 

o  When 
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When  this  diverfipn  was  over,  they  had  an  afs  race ;  and  of  many  a 
one  of  th^fe  x:ourfer&  it  might  well  have  been  faid,  as  Boileau  has  re- 
marked of  ^ofinante,  that 

Qaloppa^  dit  rhifloire^  unefois  dans  fa  v/>. 
Hiftoqr  fays  he  once  began  to  gaUop. 

Others  ran  foot  races ;  and  fome  were  tied  in  a  fack,  fo  that,  if  they 
fell,  they  could  not  rife  without  help, 

Mildnefs  is  the  chara6l:er  of  the  people.     With  the  vivacity  of* 
fbuthern  nations,  they  are  eafily  excited,  and  eafily  ,iappeafed.     Amid 
their  zeal,  they  are  tolerant  j  and  there  is  dignity  in  the  toleration  of 
zeal.     Nothing  but  ftupidity,  or  knavery,  and  more  frequently  the  laft, 
will  praife  the  toleration  of  indifference. 

There  are  many  Greek  words  in  the  Tarantine  dialed*  The  Arch- 
bifliop  caufed  a  copy  of  thefe  words,  as  colleded  by  the  Abbate 
Tommai,  to  be  tranfcribed  for  me  j  moft  of  which  I  here  enclofe. 

There  is  a  kind  of  manufacture  here,  which  has  defcended  front 
mother  to  daughter,  probably  from  the  times  of  the  Greeks*  A  fpecies 
of  fhell-fifh,  called  pinna^  the  leaft  of  which  are  fome  inches  and  the 
largeft  may  be  an  ell  long,  afford  a  tuft  of  fine  hair,  or  threads,  of  po- 
lifhed  green  colour  *.  The  Archbifliop  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend  for 
fome  women,  to  work  while  we  w^re  prefent.  The  art  is  fimple*  The 
tufts  are  taken  from  the  fifh,  are  waflied  twice  with  foap,  three  times  in 

*  It  is  proved  that  the  pinna,  and  its  polifhed  tuft,  were  known  to  the  ancients.  They 
gave  the  tuft  the  name  of  tfiov  Trmmv :  or.  Pinna  wool.  The  Tarantines  ftill  call  the 
fifli  pinna;  but  the  tuft  lana  pefce  :  or  fifli  wool  f. 

TertulHan  likewife  tells  us,  in  his  work  De  Pallio :  Nee  fuit  faiis  tunicam  pingere  ft 
Jerere,  ni  eiiam  pifcari  veftiium  contigifet.  Nam  et  de  mart  yellera,  qua  mufcofit  lanojitatit 
lautiores  concha  comanU  And  the  father  of  the  church,  Zaint  Bajil,  fays  in  one  of  his  ho- 
milies, riodsv  TO  xfttf-Sv  i^m  cu  'X'lmu  r^EfaawjO^Bf  ^ht^  rm  dbvdojSa^v  epufincraro -,  ^^^^Whcact 
had  the  pinna  its  gold  coloured  wool  ?  that  colour  which  is  inimitable  !" 

t  Claud.  Salmafti  PUniana  Exercitat.  p.  79^.  Edit.  Traje^i  ad  Rhenum  MDCLXXXIX. 

cleai 
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clear  water,  then  hecTcled  *,  and  afterward  fpun  from  the  diftaff:  after 
which  they  take  three  threads,  wind  them,  and  out  of  them  knit  gloves, 
ilockings,  and  entire  garments.  They  have  the  glofs  of  the  cloth 
called  drapJe  vigogne^  iitcafily,  and  look  handfomely.  They  likewife 
take  two  fuch  threads  for  knitting,  and  add  a  third  of  (ilk;  and  the 
ananufa(9:ure  is  then  more  durable,  hut  lefs  beautiful. 

Thefe  fluffs  lofe  their  glofs,  and  their  green  colour,  when  they  are 
placed  by  the  fide  of  woollen  garments.  All  aromatics  likewife  are  ftill 
more  injurious  to  them ;  and  they  arc  beft  preferved  when  worn  with 
linen.  After  the  glofs  has  been  loft,  by  wear,  it  may  be  reftored,  by 
lemon  juice,  and  water. 

A  woman,  who  fhewed  us  the  manufacture,  fent  me  fmall  famples  of 
the  raw  thread;  alfo  in  its  different  ftates:  waflied,  heckled,  fpun,  and 
J^nit. 

I  gave  her  a  trifle,  fhe  blufhed,  and,  with  true  cordiality  and  fenfi- 
bility,  requefted  that,  before  my  departure,  fhe  might  bring  me  a  pair 
of  gloves.  The  next  day  fhe  came  to  the  Archbifhop,  and  entreated  him 
to  intercede  with  me  to  take  the  gloves,  which  fhe  brought  me  the 
fame  evening.  • 

.  I  muft  not  forget  to  tell  you  of  a  fingular  requeft.  A  monk  came, 
-when  I  was  prefent,  fent  by  the  young  novices  f,  to  the  Archbifhop, 
and  whifpered  him  to  petition  me  to  petition  the  monk  that  he  might 
grant  them  permiffion  to  go  into  the  town  in  the  evening,  and  fee  the 
illumination,  in  honour  of  the  Saint.  Accordingly,  the  Archbifhop 
petitioned  me,  I  petitioned  the  monk,  and  he  complied. 

The  Archbifhop  fhewed  us  two  fmall  lakes,  formed  by  rain  water, 
called  Salftne.  As  it  has  not  rained  for  a  length  of  time,  the  leaft  is 
entirely  dry ;  and  the  other  partly.     The  leaft  is  called  Salfma^  from 

*  I  know  not  why  our  diflionary  writers  fay  that  haUhel  is  the  true  word,  and  hfchie  a 
<:orruption  :  adding  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  derived  from  the  German.  In  xhc  German^ 
ill  3  yerb  is  heckeln :  the  ch  pronounced  hard.    T» 

-J-  Sewinartflen, 

■   it8 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERO.  153 

*hs  refemblance  to  the  greateft ;  and  this  is  fo  calkd  becaufe  it  yields 
fait,  which  needs  no  preparation*  The  earth  of  its  bed  has  a  fait  tafte; 
4ind,  as  the  rain  waters  that  have  coUeded  begin  to  dry  up,  they  leave 
this  fait  behind  them.  Its  ufe  is  forbidden,  to  fecure  the  royal  fait 
works  at  Barletta  from  lofs :  but  this  prohibition  is  little  regarded  by 
the  peafants,  who  frequently  come  armed,  and  fupply  themfelves  with 
fak. 

Their  complaints  of  this  prohibition  are  well  founded  :  though  they 
are  wrong  at  being  angry  that  the  King  intends  to  dry  up  thefe  lakes  j 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  confefs  that  their  exhalations,  during 
fummer,  are  unhealthy. 

Iliave  been  able  to  obtain  no  fatisfadory  account  of  that  kind  of 
venomous  fpider,  which,  after  this  town,  has  been  called  tarantula^ 
You  know  it  has  been  afferted  of  the  tarantula  that  its  venomous  bite 
infpires  a  deep  melancholy,  which  frequently  ends  in  death,  and  can 
only  be  cured  by  violent  dancing.  Neither  will  the  (ick  perfon  dance  ' 
till  the  mufician  has  happened  upon  the  air  that  pleafes  him,  and  the 
fame  air  will  not  produce  the  fame  effect  on  all  patients. 

The  reafons  which  have  long  been  alleged,  in  oppofition  to  this 
ftory,  appear  to  me  very  ftrong ;  if  not  unanfwerable.  It  is  firft  ftated 
that  the  ancients  fay  nothing  of  this  dance ;  and  next^  this  pradice 
is  confined  to  Puglia,  although  the  Tarantula  is  likewife  found  in  Si* 
cily,  at  Rome,  at  Tivoli,  and  in  many  parts  of  Jtaly,  as  well  as  in 
Puglia.  If  the  heat  of  Puglia  render  the  blte.of  the  Tarantula  parti* 
cularly  dangerous,  muft  not  the  heat  of  the  fouth  of  Sicily  do  the  fame? 
Why  fhould  the  bite  be  fo  dangerous  at  Taranto,  where  the  air  is  fo 
mild  ?  Ought  we  not  to  afcribe  the  danger,  and  the  efic<3:  produced 
by  dancing,  to  the  lively  imagination  of  the  Tarantines  :  or  rather  of 
the  Tarantine  women  ? 

In  the  third  place,  the  bite  is  faid  only  to  be  dangerous  in  the  hot 

months ;  though  1  hear  that  thefe  dancers  arc  exhibited  for  money  at 

the  beginning  of  May.     To  this  it  may  be  anfwered  that,  having  beea 

cured  by  dancing,  whenever  they  hear  the  fame  mufic  played  again 

Vol.  II.  X  the 
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the  liveltnefs  of  their  imagiaatioa  once  more  makes  them  begirt  ta 
dance  with  violence^  and  even  with  canvullionu*  But  is  it  not  highly 
probable  that  there  is  often  knavery  at  the  bottom? 

Befide,  the  imagination^  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  fo  much  good 
and  evil,  ading  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  over  whom  k  is  fo 
powerful,  may  here  double  its  effefls.  The  perfuafion  that  the  bite  of 
the  tarantula  excites  melancholy  may,  in  thofe  who  have  been  bitten^ 
be  aQually  produdive  of  melancholy  j  and  the  perfuafion  likcwifc  that 
dancing  will  cure  them  may  as  readily  excite  them  to  dance,  and  as^ 
efFe£tually  afibrd  them  relief*.  Animated  and  exceflive  motioB^whicL 
at  laft  finks  into  laffitude,  is^of  itfelf  an  excellent  remedy.. 

We  muft  not  forget  that  more  women  fell  into  this  mdancholy  tliaii£ 
men,  and  are  cured  by  dancing. 

What  was  the  origin  of  this  opinion  ?  Is  it  not  probable  that  the: 
malady  called  St.  Vitus*  dance  raged  in  Puglia  ;  which  malady^  at  cer-- 
lain  times,  ha&  been  feen  in  Germany,  attended  with  fuch  terrific  ap-^ 
pearances  ?  Saint  Vitus,  who  is  called  Sa^  Vito  by  the  Italians,  i^ 
principally  honoured  in  Puglia, 

I  have  feen  a  living  tarantula*  It  was  grey  tn  the  back,  ami  white 
on  the  belly,  with  clear  brown  fpots.  It  had^  not  attained  its  full 
growth*  In  the  middle  of  fummer,  it  is  as  large  as  the  largeft  fpidcrs^ 
At  this  time  th^  back  becomes  black ;  and  evea  the  fpots  on.  the  bdly 
of  the  fame  colour,. 

We  this  morning  left  the  charming  Taranto,  the  remembrance  of 
which  will  ever  be  dear  to  me* 

In  his  ode  to  Septimius,  Horace  wifliea  to  end  his  life  either  at  Ti^ 
bur^  that  is  Tlvoli,.  or  at  Tarentum.. 

Tibur  Argeo  pofitum.  colono  \, 

Sit  meaifedes  utinamfinecla  I 

&ri 

*  How  far  all  difcafe,   external  violence  excepted,  begins  with  and  is  fubje£l  to  the 
imagination^  will  foQn>  I  hope,  be  a  topic  of  feriou^  and  general  enquiry.     T. 

f  Tibur  was  founded  by  Tiburs  :  who  was  likewifc  called  ITiburnus  j  and^  by  Virgil 

Tiburtiiis^ 
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Set  modus  lajfo  marls  ti  viarum 
.   Militiague  I 

IJndeJi  Parcm frohihtni  imiqu^^ 
Dulce  fellitss  ovUuf  Calefi  * 
Flumen,  et  regnatafetam  Laconi 
Rftru  Pbalantbo. 

Hie  terrarum  mibi  frater  otnner 
Angulus  fiJet :  ttU  mn  Hfmett$  f 
Mellc  deeedunty  viridique  ceriat 
Bacca  Venafro  %: 

Ver  uH  longum^  Uptdafqne  prseht 
Jupiter  brumasy  et  amicus  Anion  \ 
Fertili  Btteehv  mimmum  Balerms 

"  Invidit  uvis. 

Hie  te  mecum  Ueus  et  beat^ 
Poftutont  arces  ••  iki  1u  calentem 
Dehitd  jparges  lachrymi  favillam 
Fatis  amkt. 

HoE»  Kb.  lu  od«  6. 

May  Tibur,  to  my  latcft  hours^  ^ 

Afibrd  a  kind  and  calm  retreat  ^ 
Tibur,  beneath  whofe  lofty  towers 

The  Grecians  fixM  their  blifsful  feat  % 

Tiburtius  :  He  came  from  Arcadia,  and  the  ArcadianAwere  Inovn  by  the  epithet  Argeiii 
or  Argivi.  Aided  by  his  countrymen,  Tiburs  expelled  the  ancient  inhabitants,  and  gave  the- 
infant  colopy  his  own  name.  .  This  happened  in  times  of.  the  higheft  antiquity, 

*  The  wool  of  this  iheep  was  fo  highly  efteemed  that  they  clothed  the  animal,  to 
prote£^  it  from  brambles.  To  explain  the  peJHtis  ovibus  would  require  a  long  commen- 
tary. 

f  Hymettus,  a  mountain  of  Attica,  having  much  thyme  and  other  odoriferous  plants, 
Vas  fuppofed  to  afford  the  bed  honey  in  the  world.  The  honey  of  Taranto,  likewlfe 
iCdebrated  by  Horace,  .is  excellent. 

X  Venafrumy  now  Venafro^  a  fmall  town  in  Campania,  was  famous  for  its  oiU 

§  A  hiU  txl  tiieL.niig|ihottrkood.  of  Taientum.  I  doidit  whether  it  can  be.  determined 
which  hill  was  meant.     My  enquiries  were  fruiclefs.  ^ 

X  %  There 
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There  may  my  labours  and  my  wanderings  ceafe^i 
There  all  my  toils  of  warfare  reft  in  peace^ 

But,  fliould  the  partial  Fates  refufe 
That  purer  air  to  let  me  breathe, 

Galcfus,  thy  fweet  ftream  Pll  choofe. 
Where  flocks  of  richeft  fleeces  bathe. 

Phalantus  there  his  rural  fceptreiwayfd,. 
Uncertain  oflfspring  of  a. Spartan  maid;. 

No  fpot  fo  joyous  fbiiles  to  me- 

Of  this  wide  Globe's  cxtendrd  (hores  r. 

Where  nor  the  labouss-  of  the  bee  - 
Yield  to  Hypettos'  golden  ftores  : 

Nor  the  green  iberry^  of  Venafran  foil,*. 
Swells  with  a  riper  flood  of.  fragrant  oili. 

There  jove  his  kindeft  gifts  beftows  ;-• 
There  joys  to^crown  the  fertile  plains? 

With  genial  warmth  the  .winter  glows^ 

And  fpring  with  lengthened  Jlionours  Tcigns*^. 

Nor*  Attloni  friendly  to  the  cluftering  vine,. 
Envies  the  vintage  of  Ealemian  wine* 

Francis^. 
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Examples  of  Tarantine  words  derivcd-^fromithe  Greek:: 

jht^^o  di  TrappetOj  IS  2L  Ycffd  into  yfhich  x^  out  oftte* 

prefs :  fromdyJosy  a  vafe  for  fluids.. 

AncbiatOy  or  Oncbiato  :  fwollea:  from  otcxoj^  a  tumour  r  oyxmSiUf. 
fwollen. 

AIa%%ay  Las&za :  to  breather  to  breathe  out  xixom'Aa^\iiVi  warm  out: 
breathing* 

^Ale !  An  exckmation  common  at  mafqaearadesi ,  from  the  war  cry 
of  the  Greeks,  aXuhn^ . 
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Amma%aratOy  an  epithet  fignifying  ill  baked  bread  :  probably  from 
tbe  Greek  fca^a;  which,  according  to  Hefychius,  fignified  meal  that 
was  kneaded  with  water  and* oil. 

jirialioy sthe  loom  :  probably  from  l^oAaor,  a  tool. 

jipuloy.2L  foft  egg :  from  ctTraAof^  foft,  tender* 

jirrotareyXo  terrify  by  noife.  it  is  likewife  ufed  foo:  a  howling  dog  : 
from'  ^0^0$,  noife.' 

Accatufartif  to  dip  in  the  fea:  probably  from  the  participle  of  the 
word  xccT^ifii)  L go  down*:  ^cltiw^  xctimtrecy  xoljiov. 

Bi/accbiatOy  znA\/ibiJfaccbiatd  :.  fwoUen  :  pufifed  up;  probably  from 
fvaoivy  (pvtraraVf  tO  blow  Out. 

Cata^ .  Ihcata :  ufed  in  many  cafes  liKe  the  Greek  xarec.  It  is  likewife  * 
oontraded  by  the.  people,  and  only  ca  uttered* 

Camafaai  r^^arinefs :  from  xa/iaro^*- 

porta^  an  image :  ixota  iiKtav. 

Coquigliay.di  kind  of  fhell  fifh  :  from  xot^uAiok* 

Co/if ago^  a  fpecies  of  the  hcccafico;  a  little  well  tailed  bird,. fo  callecT 
by  the  Italians,  and  which,  during  the  fig  feafon,  eats  fo  voracioufly  of 
this  fhitt  as  eccaiionally  to  fall  down  dead :  from  o-t^x0^aofo$* 

Cilonai  the  tortoife:  from  ^hMvn- 

Ciir///j/?/a,  a  beloved :  from  xagJ^/a,  the  heart :  or  rather  from  the 
adjedive  yut^haxoi^  to  afflid  the  heart. 

Camolart^  to  be  vexed :  from  xafJLyeh* 

Gelofoy  in  Italian,  means  jealous :  but  it  is  combined  by  the  Taran— 
dnes  with  the  idea  o£  ridiculous.  Set  cilufo ;  thou  art  ridiculous ;  fay' 
they :  from  y^Xoios*^ 

yetta,  a  lock  of  hjuir :  from  ^airti^  tht  hair  of  the  head  J 

Melana^  the  black  gall  of  tbe  fiihy?/i^;  from  /^Actfy/isAaxmy^fieAafy^ 
black.. 

OfimOy  odour :  from  oVf^Ji* - 

Ottato^  a  kind  of  fig,  good  to  dry ;  probably  from  oVwy,  to  roaft^ , 
to  dry.. 

ifaradifQ.' 
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Paradifo.  Every  woody  valley  ia  fo  called  by  the  Tarantines :  from 
the  Greek  Tra^ccS^eiaosi  which  fignifies  an  enclofed  park  for  aramals.  A 
word  which  the  Greeks  may  have  borrowed  from  JthePerfian  language^ 
and  the  Perfian  from  the  Hebrew-. 

Patimofoy  marfliy  :  PatimifcOy  a  river  i  from  iForcLfAou  ^  rivw; 

RummatOy  fwept :  from  the  Greek  pv/^fjik* 

Sia !  an  exclamation  among  the  Tarantinesi,  to  the  boatipefly  whea 
the  boat  being  kept  in  the  fame  place  is  fwaycdfrom  jddc  to  fide^by 
the  oar :  from  truuvy  to  fhake,to  move. 

Sione^  a  fignal-:  ^nfjmov. 

Scerjoy  defert,  uncultivated :  x^^^. 

^arafcay  drunkennefs,  delirium  :  from  ra^et^iu  agitation,  deliriiim. 

Uzy  (Tzzay  a  hog  :  from  the  Greek  J^  and  4rv^.  It  is  likewife  ufed 
by  the  Tarantines  when  they  wifh  to  afitont  and  reproach  with  ugli- 
jiefs^ 

ZanzicOy  marjoram :  SotjM'4^/t^''* 

J  have  wnitted  fevcral  words  collected  by  the  Abbate  Tommai^  the 
.derivation  of  which  from  the  Greek  appears  to  me  doubtful.  The  Itar 
lian  words,  the  origin  of  which  arc  Greek,  are  numerous,  but  not  un- 
]^Qown  to  you ;  for  eis;ample :  Bamkino^  a  child :  from  ^fAfi^ttyuf^  to 
^hatter^ 


LET. 
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Gallipoli,  i7tS  May  179a,- 

E  left  Tarantoon  the  12th,  and  travelled  through  Man- 
cTuria,  to  Oria*  This  ftretch  of  country  is  very  ftony,  yet  produced^ 
grain  in  many  parts  ;  and  ftill  more  willingly  the  vine,  the  fig,  and  the 
olive^  We  already  law  the  people  bufied  in  getting  in  the  feed  frdm 
their  flax.  Rndia^  the  native  place  of  the  poet  Ennius,  was  ia  this 
eountry  *. 

Manduria?  is  an  ancient  town.  Archidamus,  the  fon  of  Agefilaus, 
King  of  Lacedacmonia  and  the  great-grandfather  of  Agis,  was  van- 
quiihed  by  the  Calabrians  in  its  neighbourhood  f .  It  was  taken  and 
plundered  by  Fabius,  during  the  fecond  Punic  war.  Among,  other 
booty  four  thoufand  men  were  taken  %• 

The  origin  of  Manduria  is  unknown.  It  was  probably  a  colony  of 
Oria,  which  had  been  founded  by  the  people  of  Crete.  This  may  be 
eonjeftured  from  the  name^  and  alfo  becaufe  no  coins  have  been  found! 
with  the  name  of  the  town  :  though  fome  have  been  lately  dug  up 
with  the  ancient  name.  The  ancient  wall  is  worth  examining.  Pro* 
digibus  fquare  ftones,.  refting  upon  the  rock  itfelf,  the  breadth  of  eacb 
©f  which  is  one-and-twenty  palms,  rife  to  a  very  coniiderable  height.^ 
Thofe  of  Paeftum  excepted;  which  are  lix-and-twenty  palms  inbreadtb 
but  by  no  means  fa  high  as  thefe,  there  are  not  any  in  Italy  to  equal 
them..  Moft  of  the  ftoneS*  are  full  of  fhells,,  many  if  which  are  pe- 
trified. 

We  faw  a  fpring  which  Pliny  tells  us  had  the  ftrange  quality  of  net 
becoming  more  empty  if  water  were  laded  out,  or  more  full  of  it  were 

♦  Cluv*  Ital.  Ant.  t  Plut.  Life  of  Agis.  %  Liv,  xmi.  15. 

X  poured! 
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poured  in  *.  Faffing  down  ftone  fteps,  we  came  to  an  arcliing  roc\ 
where  this  clear  fpring,  in  eternal  fhadeSi  aiFords  a  cool  and  refreflung 
beverage.     Thefe  rocks  like  wife  every  where  abound  in  fhells. 

In  this  country,  nature  appears  beautiful,  and  beneficent ;  and,  like 
the  fabulous  Sphinx,  prefents  enigmas  which  no  fcientific  Oedipus  has 
been  able  to  folve. 

Thefe  curiofitics  were  fhewn  us  by  an  ancient  nobleman,  whofe 
fon-rin-law  took  much  pleafure  in  exhibiting  his  little  colleflion  of 
wrought  precious  ftones ;  fome  of  which  wer£  beautiful.  Gems,  ca- 
meos, vafes  frequently,  .and  ancient  coins  almoCk  daily,  are  difco* 
vered  over  the  whole  proviace  of  Terra  (POtranto.  The  young  gen- 
tleman appeared  delighted  with  his  own,  although  he  was  blind.  Where 
\s  the  wonder?  How  frequently  do  we  fee  the  blind  dotage  of  the 
dilettanti,  and  pretended  connoifTeurs  !  His  agreeable  lady,  who  had 
borne  him  eight. children,  prefented  to  us,  with  a  mother's  pleafure,  her; 
littljs  boy  that  was  ten  months  old. 

At  the  houfe  of  Canon  Camarario,  we  faw  a  fine  collection  of  Greek 
•vafes. 

Thi^town  had  long  been  called  C^^/  novo:  T>ut  the  Inhabitants  pe- 
titioned the  King  lafl:  year  for  a  decree,  according  to  which  it  has 
recovered  its  andent  name,  Manduria. 

Between  Manduria  and  Oria,  which  are  a  German  mile  diftant  from 
each  other,  there  are  hollows,  cut  in  the  rocky  foil,  or  dry  canals ;  one 
of  which  is  three  Italian  miles  ia  length.  Thefe  muft  hav^e  been  thei 
wort  of  early  and  rude  times.  We  can  learn  nothing  concerning  them 
from  the  known  cuftoms  of  later  ages :  it  may  be  that  the  people,  when 
the  coaft  was  infefted  with  fea  pirates,  withdrew,  with  their  wives, 
children,  fervants,  and  cattle,  into  thefe  cavities  ^  where  defence  wag 
more  eafy. 

Oria  belongs  to  the  moft  ancient  colonies  of  Greece.  Herodotus  f 
.afcribes  its  foundation  to  the  Cretans ;  and  to  an  age  when  the  dreams 

•  Plin.  iL  c.  103^  f  Lib,  vii. 

of 
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of  Greek  fable  began  to  affume  the  confiftency  of  hiftory.  Minos 
purfued  Daedalus,  who,  to  avoid  his  wrath,  fled  to  Sicily,^  and  there 
was  murdered.  After  a  time,  the  people  of  Crete  failed  over  with  a 
large  force,  to  revenge  the  death  of  the  King;  and  continued,  for 
five  years,  to  befiege  Camicus,  a  city  of  the  Siculi.  Their  purpofe 
defeated,  they  took  (hipping  to  return  home ;  but  were  overtaken  by 
a  ftorm,  and  call  on  the  coaft  of  the  Japyges :  where,  their  (hips  being 
deftroyed,  they  built  the  town  which  Herodotus  calls  Hyria.  By  others 
it  was  named  Urta^  and  Ureton:  but  many  ancient  coins,  fome  of 
which  were  found  at  Oria^  denote  that  its  ancient  name  was  Orra. 
The  Greeks,  like  the  prefent  Italians,  foftened  the  harfli  founds  of 
names ;  and  in  its  prefent  name,  Oria^  you  recognize,  with  little  altera^ 
tion,  the  ancient  name,  Orra. 

The  town  is  built  on  a  hill,  which  towers  over  a  row  of  lefler  hills, 
that  extend  from  north  to  fouth.  There  is  a  profpedl  over  a  wide 
plain  to  the  eaft.  The  fituation  delighted  ftrangers  ;  but  they  were 
obliged  to  be  upon  their  guard,  agaiiift  the  attacks  of  the  neighbouring 
people.  We  were  at  the  houfe  of  the  Bifhop,  who  poffeffes  a  large 
colledioh  of  Greek  vafes ;  and  a  ftill  larger  of  ancient  coins.  Among 
others,  he  has  fix  hundred  different  coins  of  Tarentum. 

There  is  »  German,  who  lives  in  Oria,  whofe  hiftory  is  remarkable. 
His  father  and  grandfather  fell,  in  the  year  1734,  at  the  unfortunate 
battle  of  Bitonto,  fought  between  the  Germans  and  the  Spaniards :  by 
which  the  fate  of  the  Two  Sicilies  was  determined,  in  favour  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  His  mother  was  in  the  rear  of  the  ranks;  and 
was  fliot,  as  (he  fprang  forward  to  protect  her  hulband.  Their  only 
boy,  whom  they  had  brought  from  Germany  to  Italy  fwaddled  in  oil 
cloth,  they  had  left  in  Oria,  with  two  compaffionate  young  ladies ;  by 
whom  he  was  brought  up.  The  boy  was  induftrious,  and  he  is  now  a 
teacher  in  the  feminary.  All  the  money  he  could  fpare,  he  expends 
in  forming  a  collection  of  coins ;  which  he  began  ten  years  ago,  and 
which  is  now  very  confiderable.     Although  he  neither  recolleds  his 

Vol*  II*  Y  country, 
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country^  his  parents^  nor  can  fpeakaword  of  German,  yet  He  is  am 
enthufiaftic  admirer  of  Germany,  and  a  moft  zealous  defender  of  the- 
houfe  of  Auftriaw     Since  the- travels  of  his  childhood ^  he  fcarccly  has 
left  this  place.     The  utmoft  of  his  peregrinations- have  been  no  farther 
than  Lecce,  and  Qftuni;  each  of  which  is  a  day's  journey  from. Oria*. 
'As  a  man  of  learning,,  he  is  equally  lincere  and  capable. 

Noble  fruit  trees  are  planted  round  the  townof  Oria;  and  the  aloe  r 
grows  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  which  has  already  pufhcd  forth  its« 
buds.     The  fig  trees  are  large.     I  have  feen  jiooe  fupertor,  except  jaear 
the  waits  of  Manduria. 

On  the  13th,  we  journeyed  to  Brindifi,  theancrcnt  Bcunduilum :  a; 
place  of  high  antiquity.     Its  foundation  has  been  afcribed  by  fome  to 
the  Cretans,  from  Orra ;  and  by  others  to  Thefeus^who  is  faid  to  have- 
landed  there,  on  his  return  from  Crete  to  Athens.    It  is  likewife  given 
•toDiomedes,  whom  fo  many  of  the  towns  mGrecia  m^gna  cotSiitx  as 
'their  founder.     The  Meflapii  called  it  Brentifium^  irom  ih^  double* 
craggy  form  of  its  haven;  which,  word  it  is  aifirmed,  at  that  time,  de- 
lioted,  in  the  language  of  this  people,  the  head  df  a.ftag*.*.    Many  cir- 
cumftances  have  concurred. to  reduce  this  formerly  great  city  to  the. 
Uttle  Brindifi,  whofe  inhabitants  are  not  computed,  at  more  than  fix: 
thoufand  fouls, 

'     Brundufium  in  Italy,  and  in  Greece  jE^i^^z«rj/x,  which  is  likewife. 
called  Epidamnus^  and,  becaufe  of  the  inaufpicibus  figoification  of  the 
word  damnum^  was  changed  by  the  Rcwinans.to  Dyrzachmmi  were  the 
two  porta  of  paflage..    The  moderns,  from  .Djrr^c/r/i^^i,  have  formed  i 
Dura%zo.     Atptefent^  the  veffels  from.  Brindifi  are  few,  and  fmall. 
The  Appian  way  was  continued  by  Auguftusfrom  Capua  to  Brundu- 
fium.    The  prefent  roads  that  lead  tof  Brindifi  are  .bad^  the  trade  of  the  • 
place  is  trifling,  and  the  air  very  unhealthy. ,  - 

During  the  civil  wars,  Caefar  ruined  the  hayen  ;  by  caftingup  dam^^, 
and  finking  veffete.     He  fays  nothing  of  ftaking  it  up;  neither  do  I 

♦'Cluv.  Ital.  Ant,  .  -     • 
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nhink  that  there  is  any  good  ground  for  the  opinion  that  the  oak  piles, 
which  were  found  there,  were  of  Caefar's  driving.  The  inner  haven 
is  curving,  and  longed  toward  the  north;  and  it  waflies  the  walls  of 
the  town.  This  haven  is  very  large,  but  the  outer  haven  is  ftill  larger. 
The  two  havens  are  united  by  a  ftrait  j  which  formerly  was  narrow, 
hasr  fincc  been  widened,  and  which  is  formed  by  the  outftretching  of 
the  oppofiteihores*  The  curving  of  the  coafl  is  aided  by  feveral  rocky 
iflands  in  forming  tine  outer  haven }  and  on  the  largeil  of  thefe  iflands 
a  fortrefs  is  built.  There  are  two  fine  entrances  to  this  haven ;  one 
to  the  north  eift,  and  the  other  to  the  fouth  eafl::  but  the]^  frequently 
bring  with  tl^em  much  fand,  and  mud ;  for  many  rivers  empty  them^ 
felves  into  the  fmall  Adriatic.  This  has  greatly  injured  the  paflage  of 
the  inner  haven ;  the  waters  of  which,  as  their  reflux  is  piartly  pre** 
vented,  overflow  the  banks,  and  occafion  much  unwholefome  air.  This 
is  augmented  by  a  kind  of  putrid  fea  weed ;  and  by  the  waters  of  ^ 
Jivulet,  which  is  frequently  fo  fwelled  with  rains  a$  to  inundate  th^ 
country,  before  it  can  arrive  at  the  inner  haVeli. 

There  were  formerly  two  large  Corinthian  pillars,  that  wer6  placed 
at  the  entrance  of  the  inner  and  fmaller  haven,  one  of  which  is  ftill 
^entire ;  but  of  the  Other  the  pedeftal  only  femalins^  The  opinion  that 
lanterns  were  fufpended  from  an  architrave  I  think  is  ifi violently  erro*- 
neous :  becaufe,  for  the  lights  ti?  have  .beeto  difcovetable  at  fea,  they 
«nuft  have  been  placed  oii  a  tower  of  the  caftle,  facing  the  great  haven. 
Tbeffe  great  pillars  of  white  marble  were  probably  only  aii  ornamental 
boundary^  to  the  entrance  from  the  city  to  the  inner  haven^  Statues 
of  the  Roman  Emperors  probably  were  i^aced.  upon  them ;  as  formerly 
on'  the  j^illars  of  Traja;n,  aftd  Mfircus  Aureiiiis  Antonintis,  at  Rome, 

Don  Carlo  Pollio,  a  hydraulic  engineer,  who  had  before  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  diiFerent  undertakings  of  the  fame  kind,  is  at  prefcnt  em- 
ployed in  improving  the  inner  haven,  and  relieving  Brindifi  from  its 
unwholefome  air.    The  ma^U^y  pjaces  have  been  filled  up  with  earth, 

Y  2     '  '  and 
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geherally  wretched..  But  the  misfortune  is  they  are  too  kind.  You 
taiay  plead  in  vain  that  you  have  more  need  of  reft  than  of  feafting  : 
they  cannot  conceive  the  neceffity  there  is  for  any  repofe.  You  arc 
obliged  to  remain  for  hours  in  company  with  idle,  tAlkati^e,  and  inqui- 
litive  men. J  and,  when  it  is  late,  are  introduced  to  a  plentiful  fupper. 
They  forget  that  the  traveller  has  to  rife  early  ;  and  is  frequently  de* 
•prived  of  the  dtcrnoon  fleep  by  which  lie  (hould  ^rccruit  his  ftrength. 
Thus,  after  travelling  a  whole  day,  you  feldoin  have  gone  more  than 
four  or  five  German  miles,  in  a  country  where  the  horfcs  and  mules 
are  in  general  very  bad.  1  am  contented  to  travel  no  further  in  a  day? 
but  I  would  rather  do  it  in  a  fhorter  time^  and  repofe^during  the  heat 
rof  the  iun. 

The  royal  governor  of  the  province,  who  likewife  fits  as  prefident 
of  the  tribunal,  refides  at  Lecce.  An  appeal  lies  firom  this  provincisd 
tribunal,  in  civil  caufes,  to  the  chief  court  in  Naples,  for  fo  fmall  a  fum 
as  two  hundred  Neapolitan  ducats :  equal  to  two  hundred  rix-dollars. 
'Four  perfons,  who  are  called  Minifiri^  regularly  fit  as  afiiftants  to  the^ 
governor :  but  they  muft  not  be  natives  of  the  province.  This  cuftom 
appears  to  me  to  denote  the  ancient  Spanilh  fpirit,  of  jealous  and  polU 
tical  caution.  Would  not  the  people  place  more  confidence  in  their 
fellow  citij^ens  than  in  perfons  who  are  preferred  only  becaufe  they 
come  from  another  province  ?  And  what  can  be  of  greater  importance 
than  the  confidence  placed  by  citizens  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  ? 
1  conceive  indeed  it  would  be  a  narrow  mode  of  thinking  to  exclude 
.ftrangers :  but  I  am  perfuaded  the  ^exclufion  of  natives  is  ftill  more 
fevere. 

In  addition  to  the  tolls  and  the  fait  revenue,  which  article  the  inha- 
bitants are  obliged  to  purchafe  from  the  royal  fait  works  of  Barietta, 
the  city  annually  pays  the  King  fixteen  thoufand  Neapolitan  ducats. 

In  Lecce,  as  in  different  other  towns  of  this  kingdom^  a  fedile^  or 
kind  of  college,  is  inftituted.;  the  members  of  which  confift  of  the  no- 
.bility,jind  a  few  of  the  citizens*     This  college  regulates  the  price  of 

com. 
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com,  and  other  viands  ;and,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  muft  take  care  to  pro- 
vifion  tho  city,  h  colleds  the  taxes  that  do  not  belong  to  the  King  : 
from  which  J  and^  other  refources,  the  fixteen  thoufand  ducats  are  pro- 
Tided.     The  fymdic  is  annually  chofen  from  the  noble  members  of  the- 

oollegCi 

The  roads  round  Lecce  are  intolerable.  The  wheels  of  carriages  Haver 
made  fuch  deep  ruts,  in  the  foft  ground,  that,  if  the  evil  be  not  foon* 
remedied^  they  will  bentterly  impaflable.     The  people  have  hopes  that 
this  necefla»ry  improvement  will  be  made.     Nay  the  deep  holes  made 
by  the  hoofs  of  horfcs- have  rendered  the  road  extremely  difficult  even - 
tohorfemen.. 

The  peculiar  quality  of  the  rock,  which  is  foft  when  taken  from  the 
quarry,. and  becomes  hardened  by  the  air,  occafions  the  inhabitants  to 
ufe  it  for  building  their  large  houfes;  and  their  magnificent  but  infipid- 
churches,  with  other  public  buildings.  They  decorate  their  Grecian 
columns  with  the  extravagancies  of  Gothic  tafte ;  and  overload  the  * 
very  village  churches  with  ornaments  in  baflb  and  alto  relievo,  which 
equally  betray  a  want  of  inventioa  and  a  mifguided,  or  rather  a  de- 
praved,- imagination. 

.  The  foil  of  the  whole  peninfula,  though  it  have  no  confiderable 
heights,  is  rocky  ;.  but  it  is  very  produdlive  in  olives,  figs,  and  grapes.  • 
In  fummer,  the  earth  muftbe  exceedingly  hot ;  and  that  it  is  produdive 
the  noble  face  of  nature  is  a  convincing  proof.  The  people  are  oecp- 
nomical  in  the  ufe  of  their  land  ;  on  which  I  faw  whole  places  bare, . 
the  earth  of  which  had  been  removed  from  the  rocks  to  fupply  fpots 
that  were  more  favourable.     1  met  with  good  grain. 

A  German  mile  and  a  half  from  Otranto,  we  had  aprofpedl  of  the 
Adriatic,  where  it  bathes  the  fhores  of  Greece.  We  exclaimed,  at  be- 
holding it,  as  joyfully  as  the  ten  thoufand  led  by  Xenophon  did,  when 
they  viewed  the  fea,  GaAaTra*  Sra/^arTa'  The  fea  !  The  fea  !  We 
foon  faw  the  Albanian  mountains,  or  the  ancient  Epirus,  and  the  Aero* 
ccraumott^  or  thundering,  rocks,  covered  with  eternal  fnow; 

Infamts 
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tnfamesfcopuloSi  Acroceraunia 

HoR.lib.  i.od.  3. 

——Rocks  for  fliipwrecked  fleets  ill-fam'd. 

Francis. 

as  Horace  fays  :  and  the  two  hills  on  which  Dulciguo  is  built  j  that 
neft  of  daring  pirates. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Otranto,  there  are  olive  trees  of  remark^ 
able  height.  The  olive,  if  it  be  not  lopped,  has  beauties  peculiar  to 
itfelf;  although,  in  my  opinion,  its  charaftcr  is  gloomy.  The  fig 
trees  of  Otranto  are  juftly  celebrated  for  their  extraordinary  fize  and 
beauty. 

Would  you  believe  that  the  wind  that  blows  over  the  fea  from 
Greece  is  at  prefent  quite  cold  ?  As  we  approached  the  town,  this  wind 
wafted  with  it  the  odours  of  the  lovely  orange  groves,  that  furround 
Otranto. 

I  have  now  feen  Greece,  though  fituated  beyond  the  Adriatic.  We 
have  frequently  wiflied  to  take  a  trip  to  the  ifland  of  Corfu^  the  Cbr- 
-cyra^  Keoycv^tx^  of  the  ancients,  and  the  Scheriia  of  Homer,  to  vifit  the 
country  of  the  Pheacians,  and  from  that  to  the  Ithaca  of  Homer,  or 
the  little  ifland  of  Cephalonia.  Yet,  eafy  as  this  would  be  in  going, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  return,  becaufe  of  the  ftrift  quarantine ;  atid 
efpecially  at  prefent,  as  the  plague  has  again  broke  out  in  the  Morea, 
or  the  ancient  Peloponnefus. 

By  the  Greeks,  Otranto  was  called  Hydras^  'TcTpow,  abbreviated  from 
'rcTprgic,  and  by  the  Romans  Kydruntum.  It  had  been  fo  named  by 
the  Greeks  from  the  river  Hydrus ;  which,  although,  like  fo  many 
other  famed  rivers  of  the  ancients,  its  name  fignified  abounding  in 
water,  is  no  more  than  a  brook,  that  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at 
Otranto.  This  town  is  the  feat  of  an  archbi(hop  ;  but  contains  only 
three  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is  guarded  by  a  ftrong  caftle,  to  pro- 
teft  it  againft  the  inroads  of  the  Turks  and  pirates. 

In  the  year  1480,  under  Mahomet  the  Second,  Otranto  was  taken 
7  and 
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and  plundered  by  the  Turks  ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  treated  with 
cruelty.  Probably,  according  to  the  fyftem  of  Turkifh  politics^  the  con- 
queror of  Couftantinople,  who  with  proud  and  fwelling  hopes  had  fent 
an  army  into  Italy,  intended  by  fpreading  the  terror  of  his  name  to 
fubdue  this  beautiful  country. 

The  diftance  of  the  coaft  of  Albania  is  fixty  Italian  miles  :  that  is,» 
fifteen  geographical  or  ten  common  German  miles.     We  yefterday 
faw  the  fun  go  down  below  the  Acroc^raunmn  mountains*     The  an-' 
cient  Greeks  thought  thefe  coafts  fo  remarkable  that  they  gave  them 
no  other  name  than  JEpirus^  or  continent  j  of  which  the  Romans 
formed  J^/ri^/.     Pyrrhus  and  Scanderbeg  were  both  natives*  of  this  • 
country. 

Oh  our  road  from  Otranto  to  Gallipoli,  we  yefterday  thus  early 
faw  barley  in  fheaf,  and  oats  that  were  houfed  :  yet,  in  thefe  diftrids,' 
the  rocky  foil  is  fcantily  covered  with  earth»     We  likcwife  travelled 
through  feveral  forefts  of  oak ;  and  faw  fruit  trees,  among  which  the  • 
lofty  and  wide  fpreading  fig  was  not  inferior  to  the  large  walnut  tree. 

He  who  would  fully  conceive  and  intimately  feel  the  beautiful  idea  * 
;  of  the  Ifraelites,  who  "  dwelt  fafely,  every  man  under  his  vine  and  ' 
tinder  his  fig  tree*,"  oqght  to  have  feen  the  fig  trees  of  this  peninfula, 
and  the  high  vineyards  of  Ttrra  diLa^uorQ;  or  Sorento.     In  the  after- 
nupn,  we  faw. the  fun  i^ts.  below  the  Mediterranean  fea,  which  in  the  • 
morning  had  rifen  over  the  Adriatic* 

Gallipoli  is  built  on  a  fmall  rocky  iflaiid,  on  the  fouth  Ihore  of  the  • 
bay  of  Taranto  ;  and  communicates  with  the  continent^  by  the  means 
of  a  long  bridge.     The  fituadon  would  have  been  delightful,  had  the^ 
inh^bijtants  beea  careful  to  plan^  trees.'    It  did  not^  as  many  have  ima- 
gifted,  receive  its  name  from  thcGauls :.  its  origin  was  Greek,  and  it  was  i 
called..02/4'<^C>///,  or  charmingt  city  t  probably  becaufe  of  its  fituation. 

The  feed  cotton  (allow  me  to  ufe.the  tenKi)  which  is  called  Bomktce'\^ 

•  I  Kings,  IV.  25;  arid  Micah,  iv.  4.    , . 

t  EtrOn^oufly  ^¥rittcp^  as  I  fuppof^i.inft^d  fd  Bamba^ia^^  T.  . 

Vol.  II.  Z  is 
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is  induftrioufly  cultivated  in  the  country  round  Otranto.  It  tnuft  not 
be  confounded  with  the  cotton  of  Afia  and  America,  which  grows  upon 
trees.  This  cotton,  white  as  fnow,  is  fpun  by  the  women  from  the 
diftaiF.  It  is  beft  manufaaured  at  Gallipoli ;  and  is  wove  into  muflins, 
which  have  a  great  exportation.  I  fuppofe  thefe  fluffs  to  be  the  Byjfus 
of  the  ancients. 

Gallipoli  enjoys  a  great  oil  trade.  According  to  the  eftimate  of  a 
meritorious  man  of  literature  of  this  placCj  its  annual  and  average  ex- 
port of  oil  amounts  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety-three  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  four  Neapolitan  ducats :  or,  in  round  numbers,  abotrt  a 
million*. 

It  has  not  to  thank  its  haven  for  its  trade ;  which  is  unfafe,  and  in  - 
which  many  fliips  have  been  loft :  but  its  rocks,  in  which  the  maga- 
zines for  keeping  the  oil  are  hewn.     Thefe  warm  rocks  have  the  pro* 
perty  of  purifying  the  oil ;  for  which  reafon  oils  from  other  parts  of 
the  province  are  brought  here,  for  amelioration. 

This  trade  would  no  doubt  be  more  flourifhing  if,  as  the  citizens  have 
requefted,  a  haven  were  fuffered  to  be  built.  Art  might  overcome  the 
obftacles  of  nature ;  and  it  is  eftimated  that  the  expence  of  this  ufefiit 
improvement  would  only  amount  to  twenty-five  thoufand  ducats.  Only 
five-and-twenty  thoufand  ducats!  And  of  this  fmall  fum  the  citizens 
have  petitioned  to  pay  apart !  It  is  faid  indeed  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  King  to  comply  with  this  juft  demand  of  the  people:  but  I  own  i 
am  inclined  to  think  that  this  ncceffary  undertaking  has  been  procrafti- 
nat'ed  through  the  envy  of  other  towns.  I  have  no  proof  for  this  con- 
je6;ure:  except  that  I  can  no  otherwife  account  for  fuch  negled* 
Neither  can  I  conceive  why  the  wealthy  town  ihould  not  require  to 
pay  the  whole  expence.  The  mttt  permijion  for  undertaking  fo  ufeful 
a  work  would  not  furely  have  been  denied  them :  and  how  greatly 
would  it  have  been  to  their  advantage  \ 

*  Efami  ecQmmifo  del  Jifiema  civile.    The  author  of  this  valuable  work,  who  has  not 
publiibed  his  name,  is  called  Fil^  Briganti »  and  is  a  citizen  of  Gallipoli. 

It 
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,  It  would  be  equally  political  and  juft  in  the  State  to  abolifli,  or  at 
lead  to  lighten  the  heavy  duty  which  is  paid  for  the  exported  oil.  From  • 
eighty  to  a  hundred  vefTels  annually  arrive  at  this  port ;  and  many  of 
them  pay  a  tax  of  from  five  to  feven  thoufand  ducats.        v 

People  juftly  admire  the  wifdom  of  the  Englifli ;  who,  inftead  of 
taxing  their  exports  like  other  Governments,  allow  premiunas,  and 
drawbacks :  yet,  while  they  admire,  they  forbear  to  imitate. 

Signor  Giovanni  Prefta,  another  man  of  letters  of  Gallipoli  now  liv- 
ing, who  has  written  a  very  valuable  book  on  the  properties  of  differ-* 
ent  oils,  fays  that  three  fifths  of  the  lands  in  this  province  are  planted 
with  olive  trees.  And  the  before-mentioned  Filippo  Briganti  maintains 
that  this  tree  has  not  been  adopted  as  a  foreign  plant,  from  the  penin* 
fula ;  but  that  it  is  proper  to  the  foil*. 

In  this  province  there  is  a  gum  likewife  found,  which  is  in  high  efti- 
nution.  The  people  call  it  ragia.  It  exudes  from  the  olive  tree  ; 
and  only  from  the  olive  trees  of  the  province  of  Terra  di  Barij  and 
of  the  peninfula:  though  principally  in  the  latter.  No  incifion  need 
be  made  in  the  bark.  Some  fuppofe  that  the  tree  fpontaneoufly  emits 
this  gum,  which  ufually  hangs  like  a  tear  on  the  polifhed  bark.  The 
country  people  fay  there  is  a  kind  of  butterfly,  that  lays  its  egg  in  the 
bark;  from  which  a  caterpillar  is  produced,  that  frequently  bores 
through  the  branch  to  the  fap,  and  through  this  wound  in  the  branch 
the  gum  exudes  j  but  no  fuch  are  ever  found;  neither  do  the  ancients 
mention  this  caterpillar;   though,  according  to  the  learned  Signor 

*  Infatii^par  chi  la  Naiura  abUa  iejitnaie^  a  la  rtproduzmie  degli  ulivi^  le  fertile  collim 
Alia  Iapiggia\  ove  tutto  etc,  cbe  ritnane abhanJonato  alia  fpontatiea  vegetazione  dilla  terra^Ji  vede 
ricoperto  di  $liva/lri  5  ehe  inalzano  lefruttifere  cbiome  alpar  degli  albert  piufpecioft :  fegrto  evi~ 
dentecbelaforza  produitrice  del  faoh  non  adatta^  ma  genera^  quefta  piante^  Nature  appears 
to  have  deflined  the  fertile  hills  of  Japygia  to  the  produ£lion  of  the  olive  \  where  the 
ground,  when  left  to  iu  own  fpontaneous  eflForts,  is  covered  with  olive  branches  j  that  raife 
their  beautiful  foliage  equal  to  that  of  the  fined  trees :  which  evidently  (hews  it  is  the 
produdive  force  of  the  foil  that  generates,  inftead  .of  adopting,  this  plant.  Efamepol  p.  70. 

Z  2  Prefta, 
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Prefta*,  who  has  written  on  oil,  they  defcribcd  this  gum  by  the  name 
of  Ethiopian  tears  f. 

The  wine  that  is  produced  in  the  coithtry  of  Gallipoli  is  excellent, 
when  it  is  allowed  to  be  eight  or  ten  years  old. 

I  had  yefterday  agreed  with  a  French  captain,  who  was  bound  to 
Dunkirk  and  ready  to  fet  fail,  and  who  would  have  taken  us  to  Co- 
trone;  but  he  has  juft  been  informed  that-  an  armed  veflel  is  waiting 
for  him,  off  Capo  Santa  Maria^  the  ancient  promontory  of  Leuca.  It 
18^  probably  a  veflel  from  Trieftej  for  I  am  informed  the  French  havd 
plundered  two  merchantmen  of  that  place.  The  poor  man  is  in  great 
tribulation*  Amid  the  general  confufion  of  the  affairs  of  France,  the 
French  confuls  receive  no  inftruftions  from  the  miniftry ;  and  therefore 
can  neither  give  advice  nor  information. 

Surrounded  by  the  (hips  of  all  nations,  the  ftreamers  of  which  are 
flying,  this  melancholy  captain  is  obliged  to  conceal  his  flag:  for  the 

•  Mtmoria  fu  i  faggi  dvderftdi  clky  e  fu  deHa  rapa  it  uHvo:  da  Giovanni  Presta* 
ThU  is  a  different  work  and  a  much  lefs  than  that  which  I  have  .cited  in  Letter  LXXIIK 
by  the  fame  author,  on  experiments  upon  various  kinds  of  oiL 

f  Signor  Prefta,  oa  this  occafion,  quotes  the  following  paflage  from  Baccio  db  vinis^ 
Appulis,  lib^  V.  Gummi  hicoiea  exfudant  QptitHum^  quod  chirurgi  Gummi  Elemi  appellanU 
Gkha  ^Ji  pinguis^  ac  myrrha  inftar  fragranii  odore^  ut  nonfolum  in  unguento  prohandam  exiJlU 
tttem-^virum  etiam  prunis  afperfa  fuffimentum  balfami  in  cameris   edit  grattofum^  fuperans 

ihuris  et  fia&a  mjfrrka  ftagrantiatn  *.- Signor  Cotunnio^  a  celebrated  phyGcian  of  Na- 

ples«  has  had  .the  kindnefs  to  give  me  a  fample  of  this  gum.  When  ufed  as  inCenfe,  ic 
has  a  much  ftronger  odour  than  frankincenfe.  For  this  reafon,  Signor  Cotunnio  forbids 
it  ta  be  ufed  by  lying-in  women,  for  fome  days ;  and  does  not  think  it  good  for  perfons 
who  have  any  diforder  of  the  lungs :  in  which  he  differs  from-  a  celebrated  German  phy« 
fician,  who  had  been  in  Italy.  Signor  Cotunnia  however  fliould  be  beft  acquainted  witk 
its  eflb£ls  \  as  he  is  a  native  of  Puglia,  and  comes  from  Ruv$^  which  is  in  the  Terra  d$ 
Barw 

*  The  olive  trcc$  here  exude  an  cxcdlent  kind  of  gum,  whieh  the  furgeons  call  gum  elemi.  It  is  a  fet 
fubftance,  and  has  the  fragrant  odour  of  myrrh;  and  when  thrown  ou  hot  coai^' emits  a  fragrant  odour> 
that  exceeds  the  pecfume  of  fraokiaceiife/or  aijrrrb* 

French 
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French  are  with  good  reafon  diflikcd  here,  as  they  not  only  afford 
protection  on  their  coafts  to  the  African  corfairs  but  give  them  infor- 
mation at  fea. 

Before  I  quit  this  pipvince,  I  muft  do  the  mhabitants,  and  particu- 
larly thofe  of  Puglia,  the  juftice  to  ftate  that  they  are  a. worthy  peo- 
ple; friendly,  difintereftecj^  hofpitable,  and  with  excellent  hearts*  Would, 
they  could  recoUedl  tliat  the  traveller  has  more  need  -  of  repofe  thaa 
of  reveling  I     That  fome  vi fits  are  pleafant  and^^atjCrefting  to  him-, 
but  that  he  iiands  in  need  of  his  moments  of  leifure !     That  he  muft. 
be  greatly   incommoded,  after  a  hot  <lay*s  journey,  by   a  chamber 
full  of  people,  going  in  and  out :  or  by  being  hurried  away  to  view 
objedlSf  which  ipay  appear  worthy  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of 
a  fmall  town,  but  can  have  few  charms  for  thofe  who  have  vifited  the 
antiquities  of  Rgme,  and  the  grand  works  of  ancient  art ;  and  that 
tlieir  kindnefs  would  have  double  worth,  were  it  fimply  and  cordially 
aiminiftered,  undebafed  by  the- vain  marks  of  honour,  and  ignoble 
cringing  and  flattery,  as,  exercifed  by  the  infignificant  babbling  of  cu^ 
riofity !     What  can  a  ftraijger,  fay  to  people,  who  vaunt  of  his  merits 
without  ever  having  feen   him  before ;   of  the  overflowing  of  the 
heart  at  his  arrival;  anci.  who,  with  an  expreflSon  of  falfe  modefty^ 
not  uncommon  to  them,  compare  themfelves  to  infers  *  ? 

.•  TThc  following  expreflrons '  arc  frequent.  VogRa  compatiri  colla  nojtra  debolezza-^ 
E  ftunfealfuQ  mtritOf  alfattp.  niente!  -  Ci  e  niente  degno  di  lei,  ma  ci  e  abondnnza  di  cuore.^^^ 
"  I  hope  you  w;ll  excufe  pur  incapacity— ^We  have  nothing  worthy  of  you;  abfolutcly^ 
**  nothing !  I  poflefs  nothing  worthy  of  your  notice :  but  I  have  an  overflowing  heart  P*^ 
If  you  go  to  fee  a  colleftion  of  vafes^  coins,  or  other  curiofities,  they  oflfer  them  with  the 
phrafc— jB  mto  alia  fua  dt/pofizione  /-^*^  The  whole.  Sir,  is  at  your  difpofal !'' — A  no- 
blcioian,  whofe  handibme  Vfife  I  had  viStod,  and  whom  I  had  the  courage  to  praife,  being 
to  depart  the  next,  morning,  apf^cred  mypratfe  in  the  prcfence  of  .a  dignified  ecclefiaftic> 
with  E  tuita  alia  HJfoftisiqne  dfl  &tgnor  ConU  I  The  man  certainly  was  not  ferious :  but 
why  fo  degrading  an  expreffion?  ..Why  fo  debafing  a  compliment  as— 5fi««  un  piccoh 
infettc  nel  mondol-^*^  I  am  but  a  worm,  crawling  on  the  earth  I'* 

LET- 
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LETTER    LXXXIL 

Catanzaroi  ^ift  May  1792. 

IT  was  on  the  1 7th,  half  an  hour  before  midnight,  that  wc 
got  under  fail  in  the  harbour  of  Gallipoli.  During  our  paflage,  the 
ivind  was  generally  favourable;  but  fo  weak  that  it  was  eleven  o'clock 
of  the  forenoon  of  the  19th,  before  we  arrived  at  Cotrone:  although  . 
the  diftance  between  the  two  places  is  only  from  feventeen  to  eighteen 
German  miles.  We  foon  loft  fight  of  the  flat  (hores  of  Gallipoli,  and 
faw  before  us  the  high  mountains  of  the  two  Calabrias. 

The  prefent  Terra  cTOtranto  was  called  by  the  ancients  the  Japygian 
peninfula;  and,  in  its  moft  proper  fenfe,  the  eaft  fide  was  called  Cala- 
bria, and  the  weft  the  land  of  the  Salentines.  The  two  provinces, 
which  are  now  called  Calabria  citra  and  Calabria  oltra^  were  included 
under  the  general  name  Lucania:  till  the  fouth  part  of  this  country, 
which  is  now  called  Calabria  oltra^  according  to  the  account  of  Dio-. 
dorus  Siculus,  was  feparated  from  the  north  after  the  following 
manner. 

"  In  the  firft  year  of  the  io6th  Olympiad  [354  years  before  the  birth 
"  of  Chrift]  the  country  of  Lucania  was  overrun  by  a  multitude  of  vile 
"  wretches,  moft  of  whom  were  fugitive  flaves.  At  firft,  they  fubfifted 
"  by  robbery:  but,  after  being  accuftomed  to  fleep  on  the  bare  earth 
"  and  to  make  incurfions,  they  fo  far  inured  themfelves  to  warlike  en- 
"  terprifes  that  they  attacked  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  whom 
^  they  quickly  fubdued.  They  firft  took  Terinaj  which  they  plun* 
"  dered :  after  that  Harponia^  Tburium^  and  many  other  towns,  and 
*•  founded  a  republic  under  the  name  of  the  Brettii^  or  Bruttii :  becaufc 
"  they  had  moft  of  them  been  flaves ;  and  this  word,  in  the  language 
"  of  the  country,  fignified  runaway  flaves*." 

♦  Diod.  ▼ol.  ii.  p.  93.  cd.  WcffcL 

,   Before 
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Before  we  arrived  at  Cotrooe,  we  faw  the  little  town  of  Strongoli, 
built  upon  a  bill  on  the  fea  coaft,     I  think,  with  Swinburne,  that  it 
was  the  Petelia  founded  by  Philofketes, ,  Bchafiro,  which  is  not  built 
on  the  fea  fhore,  cannot  be  the  place :  though  it  was  fo  fuppofed  by 
Cluverius.     Petelia  was  enumerated  among  the  fea  ports. 
,  Cotrone.lies  on  the  north  eaft  fide  of  the  province  of  Calabria  oltra : 
or  of  fouth  Calabria.     The  origin  pf  this  town  is  bewildered  in  fable. 
According  to  Diodorus,  Hercules,  on  his  paflage  through  Italy,  flew 
by  miflake  a  man  of  the  name  of  Croton  ;  and  promifed  after  him  a 
celebrated  town  fliould  be  named.      Others  tell  us  this  town  was 
founded  by  Croton,  fon  of  the  King  of  Theflaly  and  the  judge  of  hell^ 
JEacus  *.     Others  again  make  MicyUus^  or  Myfcellus^  to  be  its  founder 
whom  thefatirift,  Lucian,  introduces  as  converfmg  with  Pythagoras, 
whofe  foul  had  tranfmigrated  into  a  cock.     Croton  however  was  un- 
doubtedly a  powerful  and  flouriftiing  city  at  the  time  that  Pythagoras, 
under  the  government  of  the  tyrant  Polycrates,  left  the  ifland  of  Samos, 
his  native  country,  and,  about  the  year  570  before  Chrift,  came  to 
Italy.     This  great  man  foiind  the  Crotonians  degraded,  by  too  much 
profperlty,  into  voluptuoufnefs,  and  led  them  back  to  the  paths  of  vir- 
tue.    He  lived  to  be  very  old,  and  refided  in  Croton  as  a  venerable 
fage  when  the  celebrated  war  was  waged  between  that  city  and  Sy- 
baris  ;  whkh  was  then  the  moft  powerful  in  Lucania,  or  in  all  Italy. 
Talys,  a  powerful  demagogue  of  Sybaris,  exercifed  thofe  political  arts 
that  were  and  are  common  to  ancient  and  modern  demagogues ;  and  . 
endeavoured  to  fucceed  by  making  himfelf  refpeded  among  the  people, 
and  by  exciting  an  antipathy  in  them  againft  the  grandees  and  the 
wealthy,  that  thus  they  might  favour  his  ufurpations.     He  perfuaded 
his  fellow  citizens  to  banifli  five  hundred  of  the  richeft  perfons  of  the 
place,  and  to  divide  their  property  among  themfelves.     The  fugitives 
fought  and  found  a  refuge  in  Croton  ;  and,  by  the  advice  of  Talys, 
ambafladors  were  fcnt  thither,  requiring  thofe  men  ta  be  delivered  up, 

•  Diod.  vol.  i.  p.  a7#. 

or 
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or  menacing  war.  The  people  and  the  fenate  of  Croton  hefitated,  be- 
tween the  fhamefully  relinquifhing  the  Ikcred  rights  of  hofpitality  ahd^ 
undertaking  a  difaftrous  war.  The  people  inelihed,  as  ufually  happens, 
to  that  fide  which  appeared  to  them  leaft  dangerous ;  till  Pythagoras 
excited  in  them  a  fenfe  of  juftice  and  fentiments  of  heroifm,  and  the 
fugitives  were  not  delivered  up. 

Three  hundred  thoufand  Sybarites  were  oppofed  to  one  hundred 
thoufand  Crotonians,  who  were  led  by  the  famous  wreftler,  Milo^  a 
conqueror  that  had  been  fix  times  crowned  at  the  Olympic  games. 
Adorned  with  his  vidor^s  crown,  clothed  in  a  lion's  hide,  and  armed 
with  a  club,  he  led  his  fellow  citizens  againft  the  efFeiniriate  multitude^ 
of  the  Sybarites  *•  ......... 

The  Sybarites  were  put  to  flight ;  and  moft  of  them  fell  under  the 
fword  of  the  enraged  vidtors,  who  deftroyed  Sybafis  f .  This  hap- 
pened in  the  third  year  of  the  67th  Olympiad,  ^oy  years  before  the 

*  The  cflfeminacjr  and  cxcefs  of  the  Sybarites  became  proverbial,  among  flie  aticients- 
If  any  man  afFeAed  a  courtly  gait,  they  faidrhey^lkcd  UKe  a^ybarite.  •  Tfacy 'worefjonoitar'' 
for  cookery.    Like  the  nobility  of  France,,  they  did  not  think.it  beneath  their {tignity* to' 
fludy  this  art.     The  mod  notorious  among,  them  was  one  Myndiridesj  who,  when  he 
went  to  demand  the  daughter  of  Clifthcnes,  the  tyrant  of  Sicyon,  took  with  Kim  i  thou««  * 
faod  fowlers,-  a  thoufand  fifliermen,  and  a  thoufand  cooks.$  btit  he*  did  hot  'df>tain  4he  tyJ ' 
rant-s  daughter.    This  Sybarite  ufed  to  4ieep-  oa  rofe  leaves  ^  aind  would  cdmphiib  of  faia*" 
reft. being  difturbed,  if  he  happened  to  be  molefted  by.the'doublitig  of  a  leaf.    ^eeiQg  a  ' 
labourer  once  with  a  hoe,  raifing  his  arm  to  hoe  the  earth,  the  fight  gave  him  fuch  a  fenfe 
of  wearinefs  that  he  commanded  the  min  to  begone.  -    --  .    .^  *^  ^    ,  .-, 

"•  It  isrolated  of  the  Sybarites  that  they  taught  their  faorfes  to  dance  to  the  fodnd  of  the 
flute,  rat  their  banquets.  ■  The  tale  that  the  people  of  Croton  profit^  by  this,  played  thfl  ^ 
known  tune  during  the  battle,  and  thus  fuddenly  made  the  jhprfes  be|;in  ^  d^nce;  by  ; 
which  the  ranks  were  confufed  and  the  riders  thrown/  is-  no  doubt  a  plea&ntry,  inycnted 
by  fome  humorous  fatirift.  ,  \  ..       '*. 

t  The  Count,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  virtue  and  philofophy,  has  declared  himfelf  an  enemy  ' 
to  war.   :It  was  in>  mompcat  pf{  fotgctfuhicfo,  of  he^  eoirfd  not  hay^-praifed  thc:vicfouSj' 
the  ^unphilofophioal,,  ad  viae  of  Pythagoras :  to*  which  thotlfa^ds•f«l^vi£liI9« ;  and  itt  con- 
fequence  of  which  a  mighty  city  was  razed,    T. 

7  birth 
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birth  of  Chrift,  and  fifty-eight  years  afterward  Sybaris  was  rebuilt  by 
the  Theflalians.  Six  years  after  that,  they  were  again  driven  away  by 
die  Crotonlans ;  and  fought  protection  from  Sparta  and  Athens,  The 
Athenia:ns  liftened  to  them,  fent  a  fquadron  of  ten  (hips,  and  proteded 
them  while  they  buik  a  new  city  j  which  was  called  Thurion^  from  the 
fountain  Tburia^  and  by  the  Romans  Tburium'^. 

At  the  time  that  Pyrrhiis  invaded  Italy>  Croton  was  twelve  Italian 
miles  In  circumference:  that  is,  two  common  German,  or  three 
geographical,  miles.  After  the  war  of  Pyrrhus,  the  city  was  fcarcely 
half  inhabited;  and  the  river  J^arus^  which  had  divided  Croton^ 
flowed  through  uninhabited  places  f. 

Eight  years  after  the  fecond  Punic  war,  when  Scipio  Africanus  was 
again  chofen  Coniul  and  Tiberius  Sempronius  Gracchus  his  colleague^ 
the  Romans  fent  a  colony  hither  %. 

During  one  Olympiad,  fevea  Orotonians  obtained  the  prize  for  fwifc^ 
nefs.  It  was  a  proverb  that  the  laft  of  the  Crotonlans  was  the  firft  (^ 
the  Greel^  As  healthy  as  a  Crotonian  was  another  proverb :  yet 
is  this  place,  at  prefent,  notoriotljB  for  its  bid  air ! 

In  early  times,  Groton  was  an  excellent  fchool  for  phyiicians.  Do* 
mocedea  was  a  native  of  this  city*  Leaving  his  fevere  father,  he  went 
to  ^gt&a;  where;  although  he  had  brought  no  inftruments  of  his  art 
with  him,  he  furpafied  the  beft  phyfidans :  for  phyficians  in  thofe  days 
were  aUb  furgeons«  In  the  fecond  year  of  his  refidence  there,  the 
j£ginetae  rewarded  him  by  a  ialary  of  a  talent.  He  afterward  went  to 
Athens,  for  higher  pay ;  and  from  thence  to  Polycrates,  the  tyrant  of 
Samos,  for  the  annual  ftipeixd  of  twa  talents.  Herodotus  tells  us  that, 
in  thefe  times^  the  Crotonlans  were  the  peojrfe  moft  celebrated  for  the 
art  of  healing. 

Polycrates  took  him  with  him,  when  he  failed  to  vifit  the  Perfiaa 
governor  of  Sardis,  Oroetes;  by  whom  Polycrates  was  treacherotifly 
put  to  death* 

•  DioA  f  liv.  xxhr,  Ci  jl  :(  Stfabo. 

VouII.  A  a.  Wheo 
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When  Darius,  the  fob  of  Hyftafpcs,  King  of  the  Perfians,  had  put 
Oroetes  to  death,  he  afterward  fprained  his  foot  as  he^  alighted  from 
his  horfe,  after  hunting.  The  Egyptian  phyficians,  by  whom  he  was 
attended,  for  the  Egyptians  in  ancient  times  were  celebrated  for  their 
medical  fkill,  gave  him  pain  without  relief  The  King  had  feven 
fleeplefs  nights ;  and  on  the  eighth  day  Democedes  was  recommendetf 
to  him,  who  appeared  before  the  King  in  the  mean  habit  of  a  flave,  and 
loaded  with  chains,  Democedes  long  perfifted  that  he  was  unacquainted 
with  the  medical  art ;  for  he  feared  that,  if  known,  he  fhould  not  be 
fuffered  to  return  to  Greece,  Being  however  threatened  feverely  by 
Darius,  and,  after  the  royal  manner  of  all  ages,  menaced  with  the  tor-^ 
ture,  he  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  acquainted  with  a  phyfician 
and*  had  obtained  fome  fkill  in  the  fcience.  Darius  put  himfelf  under 
Democedes.;  who  (hortly  reftored  the  King,  by  the  means  of  ftrong 
fomentations.  On  this,  he  was  prefented  with  two  pair  of  golden 
fetters.  "  What,"  faid  Democedes  to  the  monarch,  **  will  you  double 
•*  my  evils*  for  having  reftored  you  to  health  ?'*  The  good-humoured 
King  was  fo  pleafed  with  this  fatly  that  he  fent  Democedes  to  hia 
women,  by  whom  be  wasi  richly  rewarded,  and  would  have  hanged  the 
Egyptian  phyficians  had  not  Democedes  entreated  for  their  pardon. 

Soon  afterward  Atofla,  the  wife  of  Darius  and  the  daughter  of  Cyrusr . 
the  Great,  fent  for  Democedes ;  for  (he  had  long  concealed  an  abfcefs 
in  her  breaft.     The  difeafe  by  this  time  was  become  dangerous.     He 
promifed  a  cure,  provided  ihe  would  ma]ce  an  oath  to  iervehim  in 
return. 

He  kept  his  word,  and,  inftruded  by  him,  Atofla  advifed  her  huf- 
band  to  make  war  upon  the  Greeks,  that  he  might  gain  renown  in  hisr 
youth,  and  bring  into  captivity  the  women  of  ^gina,  Attica,  and  Cck 
rinth.  "  Thou  haft  a  man^**'  faid  fliej "  whofe  knowledge  of  the  country 
"  will  do  thee  great  fervice :  it  is  Democedes,  who  cured  thy  foot." 

The  converfation  of  Atofla  produced  its  efiedt  on  Darius,  and  he 
font  Democedes,,  with  fifteea  of  the  principal  peribns  of  Perfia,  to< 
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Phanice.  Here  they  armed  two  galleys,  vifited  many  of  the  fea  ports 
of  Greece,  and  landed  at  laft  at  Tarentum.  Ariftophilides,  who  go- 
verned Tarentuin  and  was  a  native  of  Croton,  imprifoned  the  Perfians, 
as  fpies;  and  Democedes,  who  had  formed  this  plan  only  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  went  to  Croton. 

When  he  was  there,  Ariftophilides  fct  the  Perfians  at  liberty,,  and 
reftored  them  all  their  efFeds.  They  failed  to  Croton,  purfued  Denio* 
cedes,  and  found  him  in  the  public  place*  Some  of  the  citizens,  fearful 
of  the  power  of  the  Great  King,  would  have  delivered  him  up  c<j 
the  Perfians :  but  others  fell  upon  and  beat  them,  being  warned  by  the 
fufierers  in  vain. 

When  they  were  at  laft  allowed  to  deinirt,Democedes  accofted  them 
and  bade  them  inform  the  King  that  he  had  married  the  daughter  of 
the  wreftler,  Milo,whofe  fame  was  not  unknown  to  Perfia*. 

Philolaus,  a  citizen  of  Croton,  the  fcholar  of  the  great  Archytas  of 
Tarentum,  firft  taught  that  the  fun  ftood  ftill,  and  that  the  earth  moved 
round  it  in  an  ellipfis. 

Theocritus  lays  the  fcene  of  his  fourth  idyl  in  this  country. 

This  city,  one  of  the  moft  powerful  of  Magna  Grecia  in  the  time  of 
its  profperity,  is  now  funk  to  a  wretched  little  town,  which  contains 
about  five  thoufand  fouls.  Its  name,  Cotrone^  is  an  alteration  of  its 
ancient  name  J  after  the  manner  in  which  the  Neapolitans,  and  the 
people  of  Sicily,  are  accuftomed  to  arrange  their  letters.  Thus  the 
common  people  call  the  ifland  of  Capri  Crapi :  Capra,  a  goat,  crapa. 
Inftead  of  padule^  2l  marfti,  they  i^j  palude :  and  the  Grotta  Minarda^ 
a  place  in  Puglia,  they  call  Grotta  Miranda.  They  have  derived  this 
manner  of  arranging  their  letters  from  their  Greek  anceftors. 

Cotrone  is  fupported  by  commerce ;  chiefly  of  graip,  and  cheefe  :. 
though  it  likewife  trades  in  oil,  and  filk.  .        > 

On  our  arrival,  a  houfe  was  prepared  for  us,  which  is  deftined  for 
an  engineer;  under  whofeTuperintendance  the  haven  is  to  be  im-. 
proved,  and  which  it  is  hoped  will  rendcj  the  air  mf)rc  healthy^ 

\  ^    ^        ^  ♦  HerocL  lib.  iii.  '  -     - 

A  a  2  Scarcely 
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Scarcely  had  we  taken  pofTefiioa  of  this  houfe  before  three  difierent 
gentlemen  of  the  town  came,  and  entreated  us  to  go  with  them.  We 
accepted  the  invitation  of  Don  Antonio  Marzano  ^  whoie  reception  wa9 
warm  and  friendly.  Neither  he  nor  hia  frienda^  who,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country,  aflembled  to  ▼ifit  the  ftranger^,  were  fo  excef- 
fively  polite  at  the  people  of  PugUa :  whofe  civilities  I  fometimes  did 
not  know  how  to  interpret. 

The  good  peqple,  who  had  baftily  prepared  the  empty  houfe  of  the 
caginee r  for  cur  reception^  refufed  to  accept  any  compenfation  for 
their  trouble. 

Don  Antonio  gave  us  a  refreihiUent  of  ice;  and  then  became  our 
giiidc  through  the  city,  where  we  beheld  the  formerly  famo^if^  river  of 
Mfarvs^  which  is  now  called  Efaro^  The  ancients  derived  its  name 
from  M/arusj  a  huntiman^  who  fdl  into  the  river  as  he  was  purfuing; 
a  hind* 

The  inhabitants  fay  that  it  was  formerly  navigable ;  bot  that  the 
greateft  part  of  its  waters  have  found  a  fubterranean  paflfage,  by  whicb 
the  dream  has  in  part  been  dried  up.  I  do  not  infift  upon  the  truth 
of  this  opinion :  for^  though  an  earthquake  might  have  eafily  produced 
Atch  a  change,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  Pliny  has  remarked  that  this  city 
never  was  vifited  with  earthquakes.  Lefs  ftreams  than  this  have  exer-* 
cifed  the  vanity  and  patriotic  prejudices  of  the  Greeks ;  and  have  been* 
defcribed  by  them  as  mighty  rivers. 

,  The  Efiuro^  at  certain  times,  rifes  very  high ;  and  no  fonger  ago  thai^ 
jjift  Auguft,  fwept  awiay  a  lofty  ftonc  bridge,  ereded  on  arches,  which 
is  now  rebuilding.  It  likewife  laid  wafte  the  gardens. 
^  According  to  the  probable  opinion  of  Cluverius^  the  Stomdlimnon^ 
where  theherdijnan  of  Theocritus  paftured  his  cattle,  is  at  the  mouth 
of  this  river.  The  poet  praifes  the  fertility  of  the  pafturage ;  and  I  have- 
feldom  feen  a  finer  growth  of  grafe.  I  found  canary  feed,,  which  we 
foiiietimes  re«r  in  our  gardens  as  food  for  the  canary  bird,  growing. wild.. 
The  aromatic  odour  of  the  plants  and  ihnibs  fills  the  air.  Thehigh  red 
trefoil,  which  is  reared  in  fields  by  the  inhabitants  of  T^rra  di  Lavoro^ 

6  here 
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Itere  frows  wild  in  abundance.  But  it  is  not  fo  fuU  in  the  ear  &$  there; 
though  it  has  larger  flowers,  and  fpreads  over  the  ground  like  our  yeUov 
htui :  from  Which  it  is  only  diftinguiihable  bj  its  colour,  and  fiiperior 
fize*  Tbef  Italians  call  both  this  that  grows  wild,  and  that  which  i» 
cultivated, /na/e?;  and  prefer  it  to  all  other  fodder,  efpeciaJlyfor  horfes. 
I  will  endeavour  to  procure  feed  of  this  valuable  plant;  for  it  is  cer- 
tainly worth  making  an  experiment,  to  know  if  it  will  tlnive  in  oar  (cSt^ 

The  licorice  root  grows  wild,  andifi?  made  a  branch  of  commerce,  ia 
this  country. 

The  waters,  left  by  the  overflowing  of  the  river  and  the  decaying 
ftate  of  the  haven,  have  doubtlefs  occafioned  the  bad  air  of  the  place  j 
which  has  been  increafed  by  the  narrownefe  of  thefl:rect8,  and  the  want 
of  cleanfinefs  in  the  inhabitants. 

Near  the  town,  we  faw  a  large  bean  field,  planted  as  it  were  in  dc» 
fiance  of  Pythagoras. 

Charles  the  Fifth  furrounded  Cotrone  with  a  ftrong  wall :  but  this 
town  cannot  flrand  a  fiege,  fw  want  of  water.  The  fowitain  wtinch 
fiipplies  it  rifcs  without  tht  w^s  j  and  the  mUls  ftand  at  a  certain  dit 
tance. 

Six  Italian  miles  fouth  of  the  city,on  the  north  fide  of  the  promon- 
tory of  Lacinium,  the  temple  of  the  Laeinian  jum  flx)od  ;  which,  Livy 
tells  us,  was  as  celebrated  as  Crotcm  hfclf.  -  It  wad  revered  by  alt  the 
neighbouring  people.  A  lofty  grove, '  furrdftnded  by  pines,  contained 
the  herds  that  were  confecrated  to  the  goddefs  ;  and  they  pafliured  there- 
without  a  keeper.  Not  many  years  fince,  there  were  large  remains  of 
this  temple ;  and  the  Italians  call  the  promontory  after  the  pillars  of 
this  temple  Capo  deJIe  Colonne.  The  grove  ftrll  flouriflies:  but  the' 
ftones  have  been  taken  to  repair  the  haven;  from  which  depredation 
not  even  the  fuppofition  that  Pythagoras  had  taught  there  could  pro- 
XjtQi  them.  The  grove  too  is  cut,  for  the  burning  of  bricks.  Riedefel, 
a  learned  antiquarian,  imagined  he  difcovered  apart  of  the  ancient 
tempW,  in  the  ruins  Which'^rt  caHed  Scntfld  Hi  Piiagt^at^^  fhfi 

^hool 
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fchool  of  Pythagoras.     There  is  only  one  pillar  now  ftandingy  which 
is  fo  large  that  we  could  pl^nly  fee  it  fram  Cotrone.  j 

As  we  were  yefterday  intending  to  leave  the  place,'  I  waa  iuviced 
with  great  kindnefs  and  cordiality,  l)y  Don  Antonio,  to 'ftaftd  godfather, 
for  the  child  of  which  his  young  wife  is  pregnant. 

Almoft  the  whole  country  between  Cotrone  and  Catanzaro,  a  tra<3: 
of  forty  Italian  miles,  confifts  of  hilly  paftures,.  The  large  growth  of 
the  thiftle  and  the  tilled  lands,  on  which  we  faw  excellent  wheats  de- 
note the  fertility  of  the  foil :  yet  thefe  mild  regions  maintain  few  inha- 
bitants. Negleft,  the  oppreffions  of  government,  and  the  high  rents 
which  the  nobles  exa£l  from  the  peafantry,  prevent  many  from  mar- 
riage ;  that  purcft  fpring  of  domeftic  felicity,*  that  beft  fupport  of  the 
power  of  a  nation.  For  this  reafon  the  country  fwarms  with  beafts  of 
prey.  Foxes^.  are  innumerible  :  and  Don  Antonio,  who  like  Nimrod 
is  a  mighty  hunter,  vaunts  of  having  killed  three  hundred  foxes,  and 
niahy  wolves,  with  his  own  hand.  The  wolves  are  bold  enough  to 
feize  on  (ingle  cows,  and  mares,  at  ps^ure :  but  if  a  cow,  or  mare,^per- 
cieive  the  wolf,  it  utters  a  well-known  try,  opt  which  the  whole  herd 
comes  in  aid. 

This  beautiful  province  is  likewifc  injured  by  the  want  of  roads; 
for  it  does  not  poffefs  one  high  road  that  is  kept  in  repair.  Nor  is  Ca^ 
labrid  citra  better  provided.  The  high  road  from  Naples  proceeds  no 
fiuther  than  the Lago  JVJ?r^in  the  province  oiBaJilicata.  It  is  indeed 
to  be  continued  to  Reggio :  but  is  one  high  road  fufficient  for  thefe 
noble  provinces?  The  foot  roads  are  only  paffable  in  fummer;  and 
then  are  wretched.  The  overflowing  dreams  leave  large  cracks  in  the 
earth  j  which  we  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be  the  confequences  of  the  earth- 
quake of  1783,  by  which  this  country  was  defolated.  We  rode  over 
the  beds  of  waters  that  were  now  partly  dry,  and  partly  humid  j  the 
breadth  of  which,  with  the  ihagged  and  demolifhed  fhoresand  the  deep 
gaping  crevices,  prove  how  high  they  rife  at  the  end  of  fummer,  and 
in  "wvs^pt^  An  Italian  gentle^ianiai^  to  ne,r^<  A  town  iituated  at  a  dif- 
.:  tance 
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tance  might  fuffcr  dearth,  after  a  bad  harveft,  becaitfe  the  people  of  our 
country  have  no  means  of  tranfporting  their  fuperfluity." 

The  roads  are  neither  fo  d^gerous  as  they  are  generally  faid  to  be 
in  Naples,  where  the  caution  given  to  travellers  is  very  terrifying,  nor 
yet  fo  fecure  as  fome  travellers  have  affirmed.  We  have  travelled 
through  all  Puglia^  contrary  to'  the  cuftom  of  travellers,  v^rithout  an 
armed  efcort ;  and  have  fufiered  no  attack  from  robbers.  However, 
vfb  met  prifoners,  who  had  been  taken  up  for  afks  of  outrage  lately 
committed*  Tjie  priibni  indeed  are  full.  There  are  now  in  this  town 
more  than  three  hundred  prifoners,  and  moft  of  them  robbers  :  but  it 
frequently  happens  that  they  lie  years  before  they  are  brought  to  trial- 
A  firigle  officer,  called  the  Scrivano^  undertakes  the  profecution  of  all 
malefadors  ;  and  his  favour  is  frequently  to  be  bought.  A  fum  of 
money  will  induce  him  to/uamifh  over  the  greateft  crimes  as  trifles  ; 
and  thus  procure  the  liberty  of  the  criminals  :  while  others,  for  infig- 
nificant  offences,  are  kept  many  years  in  fetters,  and,  as  guilty  perfons, 
coofigned  to  the  iotercourfe  of  guilt.; 

.  Several  of  the  Scrivhni  ha^e  beeii.fent  to  ^  the  galleys  by  the  regent 
,of  Naples  ;  who  is  of  the  family  of  the  Medici,  /and  Prefident  of  the 
Court  of  Juftice.  He  labours:  with  zeal  and  courage: againft  thefe  per- 
nicious abufes  ;  and  Naples  itfelf  may.  thank  him  for  its  fafety :  but  he 
combats  with  a  hydra^  which  rears  its.  innumerable  iheads  through  thtf 
whole  qoi^ntry ;  and^  >yhile  th«y  beod.beaeath  his  club,  are  not  exter- 
minated. .  '  .       ,  ' 

A  prince,  by  whom  as  travellers  we  were,  entertained  at  Cotrone^ 
yefterday  fupplied  us  with  an  efcort  of  fpuf  armed  horfemen  ;  whom 
we  difmifled  after  we  had  tr^vcjUcd  hftlf  ;;he.^ay. ;     ; 

The  high  nobility  Jiad  formerly. jthe  right  .of  ex^^ing  4  heavy  t2» 
upon  travellers  ;  for  which  if  flequlred,  il  ?fa^:t}i?ir  duty  to  furni(h  an 
armed  efcort :  but  the  King  has  lately  demanded  to  examine  the  proofs 
on  which  they  exaCl  thefe  tolls,  and  they  are  now  abolifhed.    Thofe 

Baroni^ 
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Baroni*^  however,  who  coukl  produce  fufficient  documents  received 
an  indemnification  ;  and  they  are  now  all  releafed  from  the  neccffity  ci 
fumilhing  an  efcort,  which  is  provided  by  the  King.  Formerly  the  men 
employed  by  the  nobility  for  thig  fervice  received  three  or  four  times 
the  pay  of  a  foldier. 

Our  guide  took  us  to  a  houfe  on  the  road,  which  we  fuppofed  to 
have  been  an  inn  ;  but,as  (bon  as  we  had  difmounted,  the  mafter  came 
out  with  a  friendly  welcome.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  Catatizaro,  whd 
yearly  refides  at  his  country  feat  In  the  month  of  May,  and  during  a 
part  of  June«  It  is  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fea ;  and  the  badnefs  of 
the  air  obliges  him  annually  to  quit  it  fo  early*  This  bad  air  is  entirely 
occafioned  by  the  want  of  cultivation :  the  unplowed  earth,  which  is 
only  ufed  as  pafture,  gapes  beneath  the  parching  fun  ;  and  injurious 
vapours  rife  from  the  crevices.  Magna  Grecia  was  once  a  moft  po* 
puloUs  country  ;  aftonifhingiy  populous  ;  and  no  lefs  healthful :  but  it 
was  when  agriculture  flouriihed* 

Our  wretched  horfes,  and  ftill  worfe  fumpter  mules,  obliged  us  to 
travel  a  part  of  our  way  (I  (hould  have  mifufed  the  word  had  I  called 
it  road)  by  night.  We  frequently  traverfed  uneven  ground,  came  to 
fteep  dedivities,  and  pafled  along  fmall  paths,  where  the  earth  was 
broken  up  and  gaping,  and  fometimes  obliged  to  defcend  hills,  down 
which  it  was  impoffible  to  go  fafely  on  foot  without  the  utmoft  care. 
Yet  we  were  only  a  league  diftantfroi)!  the  principal  city  of  the  pro^ 
vince  !  Difpleafed  as  we  were  with  our  guides  we  difmiffed  them 
at  Catanzaro,  in  certain  expedation  of  being  better  fupplied  with 
horfes  for  ourfelves  and  our  luggage :  but  they  are  all  gone  to  a  neigh*^ 
bouring  market,  and  here  we  mud  for  the  prefent  remain ;  fortunate 
ki  having  Ibund  an  inh  whi<:h,  iii.  this  country,  is  of  a  very  capital 
kind,  thMigh  in  Germany  it  would  only  be  confidered  as  an  aletiMife. 

*Tbc  title  otBar$ni  fignifics,  in  both  kiDgdoai8,a  lancUioMer  of  the  high  nobility: 
whether  prince,  duke,  marquis,  or  count; 

Catan* 
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Catanzaro  is  built  on  a  tolerably  high  futntnit,  among  mountains ;  and 
the  profpefl:  from  the  city  to  thefe  green  fhady  heights  is  pleafant* 
The  dreadful  earthquake  of  1783  extended  to  this  place  ;  and  the  in- 
habitants whofe  houfes  were  thrown  down,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
wiftied  to  guard  againft  future  fliocks,  built  fmaller  houfes  on  a  woody 
height  near  the  city.  Thefe  houfes,  which  the  Italiaas  call  barracks, 
are  of  bricks  and  wood  f  and  geoerally  have  oufy -brie' (lory :  though 
moft  of  rhe  houfes  in  Italy  arc*  lofty,  and  buikof  hewn  flone*  Th^fc. 
little  habitations,  being  Hght  and  capable  of  yidding  to  the  iSiock,  .are 
much  lefs  dangerous.  They  are  pleafantiy  fituated,  among  gardens  ; 
and  are  v^ry  different  from  the  city  itfelf,  the  houfes  of  which  are  high, 
and  the  ftreet^  narrow,  anid  diuj*         .  • 

Catanzaro  may  contain  about  twelve  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  i& 
the  refidence  of  the  prcfident  of  the  province ;  and  is  likewife  the  feat 
of  the  biibop. 

The  principal  people  have  itountry  houfes'  oh  the  feafide^  at  ike 
diftance  of  a  German.  fnil&fmmtJae  city ;.  itrhere  they  refuje^  during 
May  and  a^  part  of  Juiie,-t^l  they  aredriven  awayibj  the  unhealthy  air*- 
Catankaro  18  furrounded  with  hills  ;  and  to  the  nearefl:  valley  there  is  a 
broad  paved  road,  from  which  the  owners  of  the  country  lioufes  pro- 
ceed along  the  faddy  bed  of  a  river,  which  is  dried  up.  in  fummer,and 
which  fertes  them  as  a  high  road.      -^  f  * 

The  chief  fbpjport  of  the  city  confifts  in  the  manufafture  of  filks  of 
various  kinds.    »    >  - 
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Oppido,  24tR  May  i/pr. 

'£  'left  Gatattzaro  ?aftyoc^  the  mdmiog'of.  theia^d,  juft 
06  fhe  beams,  of  day  \rere  lurealdiig  uqpon*  th^ 'tops  of  the. risd-ounding: 
mountaios*  -  We  rode  aiongfinall  foot  paths,  ixA  padbdthe  hil&  that 
were  firagraat  with  the  mofmng  dew,  and  the  flowery  paftures,'  th* 
^ai3£fid  hidrhage  of  wiikhxendidredtiifm^ddiigfatfu^^^^  "Th^htf4s  w$^e 
grazing  on  the  fruitful  lands  below  w^.&nd  hpre^jMi  <ii«rCp  t<>)wsif4- 
ttefeaj-wepercdTediiflxady  grfawe.^   :      \.  r/  :  c 

:  The  cattic  of  this  pcoviaiDe  are  Tcry  fin*,  ftroi^g,-  und  nuteieixnis^ 
The  hcnrfes  are  nimble,  fiery,  and  well  proportioned*  Tho&iod  which' 
w^'^vvtere  fnottnted  !a£ta:v)elf.  diixibed  rap)the  fi»ep  firat  pfath*.  .1 
*"  Having  afcended the' liil},  we  caimeto.  a  laqge^fin*^  /of  oaka.r  Of 
wfaich'trees  tiiece  were  ilneral  khid&.that  jvtftoe^  .i\n^iiown  to.ub,; ,  TK$^ 
leaores  of  fome  'of  tbent  veice  cif  a  ckar'  green^'  atmofib  pomtod  m  (h» 
middle,  ackd  feemed  to  load  the  br^rficheir:  Btet^en  i^^  Q&lfs J^rg^ 
dork  tDccs  grew;  While  tterWUd^^vHie  :twjo«4  r^upfd;  lih«/ii^te$ft  jtop^ 
of  thefe  trees,  and,  in  the  ranknefs  of.(bek£row^h,i*d^^>p{^4:9g^?  qffl^^ 
to  the  ground,  <fc\xAx^xvm'^^m^^i^  of  th«  J^ftQ^pyrf^cUes.. 

Here  too  the  tall  myrtle  fpread  out  its  branches,  like  our  hpUy  0ak. 

We  had  fuddenly  a  view  of  the  fea,  and  of  a  mountain  that  towered: 
amid  the  billows.  At  firft,  we  imagined  that  it  was  Mount  iEtna,  and 
that  we  difcovercd  its  crater  in  the  depth  between  its  forked  fummits : 
but,  on  better  information,  we  found  it  to  be  the  volcanic  mountain  of 
the  ifland  of  StrombdL  We  likewife  had  a  view  of  Lipari,  and  of 
another  of  the  Lipari  iflands^ 

The  mulberry  trees  are  large,  and  fpreading ;  and,  among  the  wild 
flowers^  I  iaw  the  odoriferous  pea  flower,  latbyrusy  of  our  gardens  ;: 
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both  the  dark  kitid  aiid  the  more  ©doriferouB  clear  red,  Hert  toO'W^s 
the  ftnall  blue  iris^  the  lai^  grows  Mrild  atar  Naples,  and  the  yellow 
kind  vis  very  CDikimOn  in  thaiHand  o£  Nifi^a.  .. 

At  Fondaco  del  Fico^  which  Swi6ibturnc;  lufpaied  to  b(  the  Fmuks 
Sica^  from 'which  diiringliis'baiafhmeikt  Gicert)  Wrote  fome  of  hid  let- 
ters to  Atticu8,  we  pafied  the  mid  day  umler  a  large  poplar  ;  befide  a 
fpring)  which  forms  a  riVulM,  that  ran  murmuring  tmder  aLdv  trees, 
lliis  beautif«Ute6;i4  ifeM^fectt,  in  Italy. 

In  the  a&Qrnooil,  w^  (aw  iiveoC  th^  Liparl  i^ands,  advancing  out  bf 
the  clear  blue  flood  like  individual  moontalns ;  and  on  the  fide  next 
u^  the  earviftg  bay  q[  Santa  Eufemia^  eaclofed  by  ridges  of  hills  rifing 
one  behind  thi^  other.  ^ 

We  arritrad  at  JllbMi^/^;?^?  ds^  the&n  went  down*  This  town  girT:es 
its  name  tol  one  .o£  the  mioft  powerful  vafials  of  the  two  kingdoms ; 
and,  if  i  donbtitdftake^  to  the  moft  ^ower&l  6i  them  all.  The  Dukt 
of  Monteieone  it  is  faid^  by  the  abolilhing  of  the  tolls  which  were  ex- 
aAed  hff.^dxJt-Barom^  will  lofe  a  yearly  revenme  (^fifteen  thoufand  ilu* 
€ats  :  ^qualito /fifteen  dioufand  iia:^bllars. 

'niiiiik)Wiiwas^  founded  by  the  Greeks  of  Locrl ;  by  whom  it  was 
<i\\tA  ISippb^  or  iappomarh.  from  the(n  it  was  taken  by  the  Brtaii; 
and  from  the  Brutii  by  the  Romans,  who  fent  a  colony  hither  and 
bamed  it  Vihona  Vulentia.    -  . 

This  charming  cotintfy! was  tht  feat  of  love,  in  the  fables  of  the 
JGrceksrabd  hterte  Broferpinc,  as  a  virgin  nymph, '  frequently  caane 
ifirom  Sicily,  to  gather  the  flowers  of  HiJ^onimn.  :The  town  is  fitu* 
•ated  on  a  gemlfe  declivity  of  the  fea  fhwe,  on  *Which  Agathocles  once 
built  a  pier.  Tht  futtrounding  country  is  &ady,  fertile,  and  billy.  It 
«kdght^wisli  be  iaid  that,  when 'ftoferpine  ^W4s  the  -bride  of  l^kito, 
andliad  tecfei^ed  Sicily  from  Jnpiter  as  a  martiage  gift,  fixe  configned 
the*  A^eb  to  het  imother  Ceres ;  for  they  ^rery  where  abound  in 
fain.      •  . 

The  town  wWi^^ildibft  dtlfaroyed  b^  tfie  tai1!h(^e-c^  tyS^  ;  and  k 

B  b  2  now 
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now  chiefly  confifts  of  (hops,  built  o^  wood,  and  houfes,  built  of  wood, 
brick,  and  mortar.  Thcfe  kind  of  barracks,  aa  they  are  called  by  the 
Italians,  are  frequently  man  expenfive  than  ftonc  houfes  ;  in  a  country 
where  wood  is  fcarce,  and  ftpne  abundant* 

Wcyefterday  left  this  ill  built'  chatmittgly  lituafed  place;  round 
which  we  law  fraall  groves,  pafturcs,  and  rich  corn  fields* 

We  pafled  through  Milcto ;  a  fnrall  town  that  was  built  by  the  Mi^ 
leftans^  after  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  had  deftroyed  their  city*  This 
little  place  was  likcwife  deftroyed  by  the  earthquake  of  1783,  and  con- 
fifts at  prefent  of  .low  barracks*  '  .       \ 

The  woody  Apennines  now  rofe  on  our  left,  the  fea  was  in  our 

front,  and  beyond  it  the  mountains  of  Sicily ;  appearing,  as  it  were,  to 

•form  one  chain  with  the  Apennines,  ifrhilc,  at.  the  back  of  the  Sicilian 

.hills,  the  naked  head  and  interfered  back  of  ^toa  roTe^     Ics  clouds  of 

fmoke  funk  downward  ;  and,  Ilretching  out,  darkened  the  koriiaom 

We  did  not  lofe  fight  of  this  vaft  mountain,  as. we  pafled  tl>rougk 
the  fertile  valley  of  Roffarno ;  the  woody  hills  of  which  conceaJed  the 
mountains  of  Sicily  on  our  right,  and  the  Apennines  on  our  Left  : 

Roffarno  was  called,  by  th6  Greeks,  Meddma  ;*  and  thi»  IHtle  towi^ 
was  likewife  in  part  ruined  by  the  earthqusJs:e.  It  i»  charmingly  fitu»» 
ated,  between  a  broad  river  and  a  plentiful  fpring. 

Large  plantations  of  olive  trees  are  met  with  between  Rofiaroo  and 
Opjpido ;  and  the  olive  tree  has  a  mUch  finer  appearance  id  this  pro- 
vince than  in  othet"  parts  of  Italyi.  Nor.  ts  it  here  grafted,  but  fii^red 
to  grow  in  all  its  native  beauty.  Thofe  that  are  grafted'  have  the.ap^ 
pearance  of  the  mutilated  village  wiflow ;  but  thofe  that  are  left  unmcM- 
lefled  look  like  the  tall  Willow  wijh  fpreadlng  branches. . 

The  olive  tree  will  not  only  bear  v\fithk>ut  grafting  here,  bM  it  is  iaS 
firmed, that,  though  it  only  produces  once  in  two  yeays;,  its  fruitia.morc 
abundant,,  and  finer,  than  that  of  the  grafted  annual  olive.  -  I  certainly 
never  faw  olive  trees  fo  full  of  bloom  as  thefe  ;  and  the  fiowera  art 
madv  larger  than  th(^€  ufiially  feea  on,  other: ,  otLve  Uqesir  h  >  ( ! . 

^   [  Thefe 
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Thefc  ungraftcd  olives  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  wild  olive  . 
which  is  the  fpontaneous  produdion  of  nature,  in  thefe  provinces. 

The  prefent  Oppido  is  built  on  a  kind  of  broad  terrace  of  the  woody 
Apennines,  three  Italian  miles  diftant  from  the  former  Oppido ;  which, 
on  the  fifth  of  February  1783,  was  entirely  deftroyed  by  the  earth- 
quake :  or  rather  engulphed,  by  what  may  be  called  a  whirlpool  of 
the  opening  earthy  for  it  was  the  centre  of  this  terrible  calamity* 

A  canon,  who  had  been  an  eye  witnefs  of  this  horrible  event,  told 
me  that  the  motion  of  the  earth  was  like  that  of  the  billows  of  the  fea. 

We  were  entertained  in  a  friendly  manner,  yefterday  evening,  by  the 
Bifhop  ;  who  entered  upon  his  office  but  a  few  weeks  fince.  The  re- 
fidence  of  the  Biftiop  is  not  yet  rebuilt,  and  he  lives  in  a  barrack  ;  with 
which  he  has  been  furniflied  by  one  of  the  town's  people* 

This  mornings  we  rode  among  the  mountains  by  paths  that  were 
almoft  impaflablc,  and  over  hills  that  formerly  were  valleys,  and  val- 
leys that  torinerly  were  hiHs*  When  an  earthquake  happens  to  take  but 
one  diredion,  the  moimtains  may  fliake  from  their  roots  to  their  very 
furamits,  yet  fuffer  but  little  change  ;  and,  in  fome  places,  fcarcely  any  ; 
the  earth  feeming  to  repofe  itfetf,  like  the  fea  after  a  ftorm  :  but,. if  the 
ihocks  encounter  each  other  in  contrary  diredion,  they  form  a  con- 
Aiding  motion,  which,  dams  up  rivers  and  removes  mountains*  The 
earthquake  was  the  more  dreadful  here  becaufe  the  mountains,  con- 
fiding of  adhefive  clay,  refilled  the  fubterranean  ftrife  of  contradictory 
motion.  We  faw  mountains  rent  from  top  to  bottom  j  the  fallen  half 
of  which  had  filled  up  former  valleys,  and  formed  others  in  their  (lead. 
Beds  of  earth,  in  many  places,  were  torn  away  with  their  whole 
plantations.  Trees,  with  their  roots  half  bare,  ftand  on  the  brink  of  a 
precipice.;  while  their  fellow  trees,  tranfported  to  a  diftkoce,  are  now 
growing  on  the  banks  of  other  fprings^,  by  which  they  are  watered.  A 
man,  a  woman,  and  a  mule,  were,  by  one  eleftrical  fliock,  projeded, 
with  the  ground  on  which  they  ftood^  acrofs  a  river  without  injury?-   A 


S§6  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG; 

man,  tliat  was  plucking  lemons  upon  a  tree  in  the  little  towtt  of  Semi- 
nara,  Was  carried,  with  the  tred  and  the  earth  in  which  it  grew,  and 
ftill  grows,  and  thfoWtl  to  a  great  diftance.  Matiy,  borne  away  by  the 
billows  of  earth,  as  by  the  billows  of  ocean,  were  fwallowed  up  anii 
thrown  back  frbni  the  gaping  gulph  ^^vithout  injury.  Rivers  were  im- 
pfifoned  in  their  courfe,  and  their  dammed  Up  ftreams  were  fuddenly 
formed  into  lakes  ;  which,  now  divided  from  their  native  ftreams,  fend 
forth  injurious  exhalations  from  their  ftagnant  waters. 

Several  of  thefe  lakes  I  faw  ;  others  are  dried  up,  and  fottie  at  the 
•expence  of  Government.  An  outlet  for  one  ha3  been  cut  through  the 
rocks.  This  earthquake  gav^  birth  to  law  fuits  of  a  new  kind,  between 
the  proprietors  of  the  overfliooting  and  the  poffeflbrs  of  the  overftiot 
earth,  to  knOW  which  of  tfaetn  hid  planted  a  tree,  and  on  whofe  foil  it 
itfteJrWard  ftood.  Many  trees  were  thrown  between  others ;  and  who 
virete  the  proprifetOrs  of  them  was  an  uncertainty.  I  faw  a  quantity 
of  olive  trees  that  were  torn,  with  the  earth  where  they  grew,  from 
tlie  tanks  in  which  they  were  planted,  were  prefled  together  by  the 
wliiriing  ittotion,  and  now  fcfrm  one  great  clump. 

bjppido  that  was,  which  Cluverius  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient  Ma- 
merfurn^  and  Italian  antiquaries  the  ancient  Metaurum  *,  is  now  changed 
into  a  heap  of  ftones.  Large  ranges  of  wall,  feized  as  it  were  and 
fragged  away  by  the  frantic  earth,  when  the  earth  ceafed  its  motion, 
^id  not  fall  flat,  but  were  placed  with  the  end  upward :  as  if  they 
hai  taken  root,  or  were  fupported  by  a  giant  hand. 

Penetrated  by  the  afped,  we  ftood  with  our  guide,  a  youth  of  twenty, 
contemplating  thefe  ruins.     tVe  in  aftonifhmfent  and  compafSon,  and 

♦  They  ground  i\at  opinion  on  the  rlter  n^^Oppidb  Iscin^  ftill  called  Mttauro.  flat 
aftight  not  Metaurum  ha^c  Ifceh  buHt,  as  ClttvcHus  fuppofes,  at  the  mouth  <rf  the  river 
Metaurm  ?  Let  me  remark,  this  river  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  great  Metaurus^ 
now  called  %ietaro^  that  was  famous  for  the  battle  in  which  the  Carthaginians  were  dc- 
fcttted^^d  tkclr'ltaifer  Hafdrubal,  Iflie  brdthcr  of  Hannibal,  feaih. 

he 
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|ie  bitterly  recolleding  that  the  houfe  of  his  father  was  a  part  of  the 
wreck,  that  he  and  his  mother  had  been  five  hours  coyered  by  thg 
rubbiih,  und  that  his  brother  $nd  fifler  lay  buried  beneath  it. 

A»  wc  came  to  Oppido^  we  had  already  been  (hewn,  in  one  place, 
fiones  that  had  crufhed  mpn ;  and  in  another  hills  covered  with  the 
fiourifl^ing  viae  under  which  whol/e  communities  were  entombed^ 

The  former  town  containe4  thr/ee  thoufand  inhabitants ;  the  prefenC 
biura^k^  only  five  hundred.  About  twelve  hundred  periihed  on  the  de- 
foisting  day.  Some  were  burned  alive,  overtaken  by  the  flames  that 
^read  through  the  tumbling  houies.  The  monks  of  a  monaftery  became 
the  prey  of  thefe  flames.  A  woman,  who  now  liv^s  in  Meffina,  remain.- 
cd  jelev^a  days  under  the  ruins  of  her  own  hoijfe.  IJer  child  was  with 
her;  and  they  both  fed  on  chefnuts,  which  the  mother,  not  improvi* 
dentially,  had  put  in  her  pcrcket.  She  gave  the  child  her  own  excre- 
ments^ water  to  drink:  but,  as  &e  had  no  fupply  of  liquid  fgr  herfelf, 
iven  tbis  wretchejd  aid  ^pon  failed ;  and  the  chil4  died,  pn  the  fifth 

day.  , 

.  {^lumbers  afterward  died^ptirtlyfr^Mjn  the  niiferies  aftd  want  to  yrhlch 
they  were  fubjefted,  and  partjy  from  the  difeafes  which  the  ftagnant 
watier,  the  newly  turnqd  up  earth,  jjp.4  ^.  PW\^  bodies  of  maa  and 
bead,  occafioned. 

So  remarkable  were  the  e&dBi  of  this  earthquake  on  the  humaiv 
organs  that,  in  the  two  following  years,  the  won^en  either  did  not  con- 
ceive, were  prematurely  deliv^ered,  or  brought  forth  dead  children  ; 
find  of  thofe  that  were  born  alive  many  imnaedij^ely  expired^ 

When  the  firft  account  jo£  this  dreadful  ev^i^t. readied  Naj^e^^  the 
King  was  defirous  of  viiiting  the  di^ifafii;ed  province  ^  and  J?ein^  .pre* 
vented,  be  fent  thp  peopje  money.  T.hjf  Queen,  vyiipfe  benevolence  ,1^ 
always  a£tive,  depiiye4  h^rfelf  of  ber  jev^eb;  and  people  of  all  ranks 
were  at  firft  contributprs.  The  fajPg,uine  ll^apolitans  ^eeafily  mpvi^df 
but  their  emotion quidkly.^dies'^^yay^  •;<!  ;^    .  .;:  :.  ; 

Some  communities,  Jth^  h^  f^^^  t^7.ith?i«rthquaJaB^  gppcropfl^ 
.    .  6  refufedl 
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refufed  the  affiftance  offered  them  ;  that  it  might  be  given  to  others^ 
whofe  fufFerings  w«re  more  fevere. 

The  whole  province  beftowcd  its  bleffings  on  Don  Fraocefco  de  la 
Vega,  the  fuperintendant  of  the  Mufeum  at  Portici,  whom  the  King 
fent  with  money  and  full  powers  into  Calabria.  He  poffefled  the  art 
of  doing  much  with  a  little ;  and  his  conduft,  as  wife  as  it  was  humane, 
inipircd  the  terrified  inhabitants  with  new  courage. 

The  lofs  of  the  province  by  death,  including  thofe  that  were  fwal- 
lowed  up,  biiried  under  the  ruins,  or  killed  by  difeafe,  has  been  efti- 
raated  by  feveral  at  two-an J-thirty  thoufand  fouls.  No  town  fuffered 
fo  much,  according  to  its  population,  as  Oppido.  The  fruitful  fields 
lie  uncultivated ;  and  the  ftrong  foil  generates  luxuriant  plants,  which 
humedlate  the  air.  ' 

The  inhabitants  complain  that  the  King  has  not  provided  new  houfes 
for  all  the  new  cultivators ;  but  I  fufpedt  that  the  evil  muft  be  confti« 
tutional,  and  rooted  in  the  people.  Where  fruitful  lands  may  be  had 
for  fmall  rents,  as  in  this  country,  there,  unlefs  peculiar  obftacles  are  ta 
be  overcome,  cultivators  will  tlot  be  wanting,  who  will  provide  habita- 
tions for  themfelves.  This  is  the  cafe  in  our  country  ;  where,  though 
the  climate  be  rude,  the  houfes  are  larger  and  more  expenfive ;  and 
where  the  countryman  tills  a  foil  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  which  is 
not  productive  the  whole  year,  nor  does  it  encumber  him  with  its  fu- 
perfluity  as  in  Calabria. 

This  province,  one  of  the  moft  favoured  in  Europe,  and  with  which, 
Sicily  and  the  (hores  of  the  bay  of  Naples  excepted,  no  other  perhaps 
can  be  compared,  this  province,  where  heaven,  earth,  and  fea  united 
fmile,  was  already  depopulated  before  the  depopulation  of  the  earth- 
quake. Its  few  inhabitants  were  previoufly  poor.  The  whole  fyftem 
of  the  country  is  ftrikingly  bad.  TTie  countryman  is  obliged  to  pay 
the  King  heavy  taxes  for  the  oil  of  his  prefs,  and  the  raw  filk  which 
his  worms  produce :  though  he  has  already  paid  his  landlord  for  the 
ground  on  which  the  olive  and  the  mulberry  tree  grew.    The  merchant 

cannot 
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<annot  afford  to  give  him  much  for  his  oil,  becaufe  he  is  obliged  to 
pay  a  tax  which  is  equally  heavy  and  unjuft  for  leave  to  export  it. 
The  argument  that  the  foreign  merchant  pays  this  tax  is  abfurd.  Is  it 
not  evident  that  the  foreigner  will  pay  the  cultivator  the  iefs  the  more 
he  is  obliged  to  pay  the  King  ?  Heavy  taxes  are  likewife  paid  for 
wrought  filk,  and  for  filk  ftuffs.  Befidci  it  is  furely  evil  fufficient  that 
the  natives  il^ould  be  obliged  to  yield  the  carrying  trade  to  foreigners^ 
ifottk  the  wttU  of  pFQfe&ion  againft  the  Barbary  corfairs. 

If  the  peafant  be  the  v^Sal  of  a  Bar^ne^  he  is  fubjed  to  tolls  at  the 
nttl'and  at  the  oil  prefe:  befide  which  he  is  obliged  to  pay  a  tax  in 
land,  £3r  the  produce  of  die  foiL  To  this  we  mud  add  that  the  roads; 
unrepaired,  diuly  become  wor£e ;  and  whole  communities  are  hemmed 
in  and  cm  off  from  intercourCci  widi  town  or  country.  The  fmalt 
circulation  of  money  is  ftill  £urthet  limited  by  the  fudden  abolitian  of 
inonafteries* 

Thus  do  the  inhaUtants  fuier  dearth  in  paradife*  Thos  depopu^ 
iation  ihcreafes ;.  in  a  country  wivire  marriages  are  xmcommonly  fruit- 
fuly  but  where  the  dlread  of  ihcceafing-  wretchednefs  deters  the  people 
liiom  marrii^.  And  tndy  it  requires  a  parjulife^  fuch  as  Calabria,  to 
invite  any  inhabitants  where  fuch  numerous  affli^ons  opprefs  a  people 
who  are  habitually  cheerful;  where  the  ox-driver  notwithftanding 
fdays  on  his  bagpipe,  and  where  the  jocund  youth,  with  fongs,  and 
fprings^  and  bounds,  leads  his  herd  of  goats  among  the  mountains^ 
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LETTER    LXXXIV. 

Reggioa  27tb  May  1 792-, 

1  HOUGH  the  roads  were  difficult  and  bad,  ftill.we  had  a 
pleafant  ride  the  day  before  yefterday,  on  the  25th,'  from  Oppido  to 
Scylla.  The  paths,  which  lead  up  and  down  the  mountains  and  through 
the  forefts^  are  narrow  and  frequently  ftcep  j  and  they  were  rendered 
very  flippery  by  a  heavy  fall  of  rain.  We  rode  through  forefts  of 
oak,  the  trees  of  which  even  in  Germany  would  be  called  large,  and 
fine.  After  the  rain,  the  atmofphere  became  clear  and  the  earth  aro« 
matic.  The  fea  was  feen  from  the  heights,  with  the  Italian  and  Sici- 
lian coafts,  the  Lipari  iflands,  and  the  Faro,  or  ftraits,  between  Italy 
and  Sicily ;  which,  thus  viewed,  looked  like  a  bay. 

We  rode  along  the  zig-zag  way,  between  fteep  flibiies  with  hanging 
0irubs,  among  which  were  the  vine,  and  the  caStus  opuntia.  This  re» 
markable  evergreen  plant,  with  its  broad  leaves  forming  ample  bafkets, 
\&  now  in  bloom  ;  and  hears  beautiful  flowers,  of  a  high  yellow  colour. 

Defcertding  to  the  fea  (hore,  we  refted  fome  hours  at  the  little  town 
of  Bagaaria  j  whofe  charming  fituation  is  increafed  by  the  liigh  waters 
falls,  that  embelliih  the  town  on  each  fide. 

The  prefent  Bagnara  is  built  of  barracks,  above  which  are  the  ruins 
of  the  former  town,  among  the  rocks;  which,  in  1783,  was  nearly  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  earthquake. 

We  continued  our  journey  along  the  coaft,  fometimes  on  the  fandy 
ftrand,  and  at  others  among  fmall  rocky  paths  up  the  fteep  fides  of  the 
mountains^  till  we  came  to  Scigtio  :  or  Scylla. 

The  rock  immortalized  by  Homer,  on  which  the  caftle  of  the  Prince 

of  Scylla  is  built,  gave  the  town  its  name.     It  lies  in  part  immediately 

on  the  Ihore ;;  but  the  greater  part  is  above,  among  the  rocks.     The 

.'  '^  '    .Tftreeta 
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ftreets  are  natrow ;  and  nine  different  rows  of  houfes  are  feen  ftandlng 
immediately  one  above  the  otber.  Over  the  higheft  of  thefe  ilraight 
row8,  in  fomething  of  atx  oblique  diredion,  there  are  ilill  fix  or  feven 
other  rows. 

A  waterfall  rafhes  from  the  rocks ;  a^d  this  Cluverius  fuppofes  to 
be  the  Cratais  of  Homer :  the  fabulous  mother  of  Scylla. 

In  the  ekrthquake  of  1783,  fome  churches  were- thrown  down,  and 
others  were  datni^ed.  The  houfes  were  mpft  of  them  fpared :  yet  this 
little  town  fuffered  a  great  lofs  of  inhabitants ;  and,  Oppido  exeeptedi 
tfaegreateft. 

.  Terrified  by  the  (hocks,  moft  of  the  inhabitants  fled  to  the  fea  fliore* 
The  Prince  of  Scylla  alfo  left  his  high  caille,  a^lid  hoped,  not  impro- 
bably, to  find  .greater  £ifety  oti  the  ftraod;  but  fuddenly  a  whole 
mountain  of  the  fouth  (bore  was  torn  up,  and  cad  into  the  Tea.  The 
waves,  by  this  prodigious  force,  being  driven  from  the  land,  returned 
with  redoubled  violence,  and  carried  away  with  them  fourteen  hundred 
and  fifty  men.  Some  fought  to  efcape  in  the  boats  that  were  on  the 
firand;  but  both  boats  and  men  were  borne  away,  and  neither  body 
nor  plank  was  ever  more  feen. 

It  was  thus  that  the  Prince  of  Scylla  periflied  j  one  fiflierboy  only 
having  efcaped  from  his  boat.  This  boy  muft  have  been  carried  away 
by  a  high  wave ;  for  he  was  found  ftunned  on  a  rock,  at  a  confidei;- 
able  diftance  from  Scylla,  which  rock  and  Scylla  form  together  a  fmall 


So  great  was  the  power  of  the  waves  that  they  fprung  the  ftonc 
vaulting  of  a  houfe,  and  rofe  to  fuch  a  heigl^tthat  a  woman  was  thrown 
through  a  window  into  the  third  ftory  of  this  houfe.  Another  woman 
was. left  hanging  by  her  hair  to  a  high  r^mlberry  tree,  and  was  faved. 
A  whole  company  preferved  their  lives  in  a  boat  that  was  moored  to 
tbeihore,and  the  cable  of  which  was  fuflSciently  long  to  reach  the  full 
height  of  the  wave. 

The  women  of  Oppido,  after  the  earthquake,  were  moft  of  them 

C  c  2  barren 
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barren  for  two  years ;  and>  whefe  they  aftemard  brought  fcwtb  chiU 
dren,  the  greateft  number  of  them  died*  In  Scylla;  i  very  oppofit* 
efie£t  was  produced  by  this  dreadful  vifvtation  6f  nature*  B^krrea 
women,  and  thofe  who  had  left  off  cluld-bearing,  again,  betamt  fruit-^ 
fitU  ScMxie  of  the  former  had  ihartied  and  had  remsdned  ^htldlef^tlU  they 
were  nearer  the  age  of  fifty  than  of  forty. 

The  opinion  of  thofe  who  think  that  earthquafc^d  QiajP  be' aSTfited" 
lb  ele^rkal  caAifes  appears  to  me  Krevy  rational  r  bat,  as^  I  am  naexpeti^ 
mental  phtlofopher,  my  authority  in  favour  of  their  reafims  ought  i6^ 
have  little  weight.  Some  of  thenr  ace  founded  on  the  nature  cf  th^ 
foil,  where^the  (bocks  took  place;  and  fome  of  the  learned  ^Sevt  thatr 
thofe  mountains  which  contained  iroi^  were  ^ir^d;  bottha^  thepkurds 
lying  between  fuch  mouRtain»  were  dt'eadfuUy  vifited.  And  artf  not 
(imilar  efieds  {Mnoduced  In  little  by  lightning  f  Does  not  it  paft  over 
iron  cramps,  in  the  walls,,  or  chininies,  without  injaring  thett ;,  while 
it  rends  the  InteFvening  Walls  themfelves  t  Does  not  chis^accounft  for 
the  whirling  motion  of  the  earth,  and  for  the  meeting  of  the  (bocks  ill 
different  diredions,  if  you  admit  that  interrupted  vefns  of  iroA  in  the 
mountains  may  produce  fuch  effedrs  ? 

How  (hall  we  account  for  the  effedls  produced  upon  the  female, 
organs  without  the  aid  of  efc€lricity  ?  Sliall  we  fay  that  the  mere 
'tfie£t  of  fear  made  the  womea  of  Oppido  barren  two  years,  after  find^ 
ing  them  in  a  healthy  ftate  ^  Are  there  no  terrors  of  anodier  kind  I: 
Are  not  our  women. likewife  fubjed  to  terror;  and  are  the  terrified, 
more  barren  than  the  courageous  ?  Wks  it  terror  which  rendered  the. 
barren  women  of  Scylla  frtutful  ?  It  is  known  thac  the  power  of  elecf* 
tricity  is  great  over  the  animar organs;,  although  thefe  fads  have  not^ 
been  long  eftablifhed.  Let  it  be  granted  that  a  certain  quantity  of  thi^s 
power  is  beneficial  to  die  female  organs,  and  we  (hall  no  longer  be 
aftomlhed  that  an  excefs  of  this  power  (hould  be  inj\irioaft;  and  the 
ihocks  at  Oppido  were  much  more  violent  than  atScyilat 

I  have  (ince-been.informcd.that  the  barrea  wometi  of  Meffina^  as 

well 
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Well  as  fome  who'  ha^  J^ft^  4hiid4>e3rmg^  btcame  ^uhful  aftet  the 
earthquake.  I  would  avoid  credulity ;  but  I  would  equally  avoid  an 
oppofite  excefs.  **^  Whoever  doubts  the  truth  of  thefe  fads  (lands  in 
^  contradiifiion,  probably  ii^  the  fupport  of  a  fyltem,  to  the  (eftimony  of 
•*  three  towns  *." 

The  rock  of  Homer  has  a^  fitnttftic  and  terrifying  foftrf.  We  took 
boat  and  went  to  it  as  foon  as  We  arrived.  Let  us  heat  the  defcription 
6f  the  great  poet^and  wonder  with  what  penetration  he  obferved,  and' 
Ikow  much  there  was  of  reality  in  hU  daring  imagery^ 

Circe  warned  Ulyfles-  lagainft  the  erratic  or  wandefing  rocks  : 
TrXayxrocs  Trer^ai*^  Immediately  in  the  front  of  the  rock  of  Scylla, 
«raggy  cliffs  advance  out  of  the  fea ;.  againil  which  the  foaming  waves, 
more  or  kfs,  continually  da(h>  The  «ye  i8:deceiii^df  ^^  might  be 
mduced  to  afcribe  the  motion^  af  the  (n  to  the  clifis.  A  fimHar  accident 
Happens  in  the  Baltic ;  where  people^  as  I  havtg  often^  experienced,* 
miftake  the  ftones  which  the  fea  now  waihes  and  now  leayes  bare  for' 
iwimming  fea  dogs«<  ,     . 

Homer  may  have  made  the  voyage  oor  beanT a  Phoeniciait  or  Grecian* 
▼effel;  or  rather  no  doubt  a  T^oeniciah ;  and  (HI!  it  is  probable  that- 
the  mariners  of  his  age  were  ignorant  enough  of  thefecosifts  to  actually 
imagine  that  the  cliffs  ffoated*  .     .  ^ 

Pliny  himfelf,  that  great  natitraliff, .beHev^ed  th«(  the. reeky  iflands  of 
the  Lago  diBai/enaHo^leAi  Homer,  on  this  occafion,-  called  the  fea 
Amphitrite,  with  a  dark  blue  countenance.  The  water  here  is  very 
deep ;  and  I  never  before,  on  an  evening,  faw  a  clear  fky  of  fo  dark 
2  blue, 

*  The  appearances^  or  fa^ls,  as  Aht  author  calTs  them^  may  alt  be  real :  yet  the  deduc* 
tions  unfounded.  EleAriilty  (eems  to  be  made  i  kind  of  occult  cauie ;  to  which  its 
adherents  would  refer  all  the  [iheiiomena  thauhey -cannot  expiaili.  Philolophy  is  anxious 
to  enquire  into  and  to  record  fa£b':  but  it  is  no  lefs  anxious  to  avoid  dating  conje£lure 
as  fa£l.  A  certaun  quantity  of  fear^  and  a  certain  excefs  of  fear,  will  fquare  as  accurately 
with  the  reafoning  of  the  hypothetic  theorift,  on  feai^,  as  a  cei^ain  quantity  and  excefs  of 
dc&ricity  will  with  that  of  the  hypothetic  theoiift  oir  elcAvieity.    T. 

7  The 
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The  following  is  the  poet's  dcfcription  of  Scylli  j 

^Ot  is  dl/oi  oTKogrfXoi,  o  fAev  ovfovov  hguv  Uavu 

Koavevi  •  to  fuv  outot  k^mzi^  dv J«  crot'  ttiS-f n  '    . 

Keivoi/  IxEi  xo^ufnvy  oW  sv  dcf £t|  dyr*  ev  ^^«fii  *  '  .  * 

*Oui*  h  01  X6<^e;  ye  kiKoiri  km  toSe;  Jittf  .  r 

risTf  Ti  yaf  Xif  in,  wcf  i{cr>i  «!«/?«• 

TifOi  Kop<f¥y  ktg  ifsfio^  rsrfOf/tfAevOf,  iiref  iv  vfjteif^  •  » 

.  To|a)  oifiU(ra^  uoi^v  (r7reo$.  ua-aftMoiro.       .    . 
'£ySa9''  £vi  ZM/XXn^am,  Zetwv  XiE^oM/Ia* 
Tnj  nrw  ^wvn  /jteir  utm  cmflicaii9%  noyihyn  < 

TtnrcUf  iurn  i*  curre  9raM0^  tiMeg^  6t^  m  n^  fM9 

Td(  hroi  ir(^%i  itai  iuaisKaj  Travre^  cwfoi ' 
*E{  3«  TC  o<  Jgifai  ^fifi/AWEEj '  ivieixarvi 
2ftsf3aXcD  jiBfaXfif  iv  h  Tf troixot  oiom^f 

Miffff^  fAivriMaTaa-Trmu^  MOiT^iohiuiav'  .      '.  .,  . 

'£{«  ^  i{i^X<^  Mefa^iaf  hivoTo  gBge^gou  *   . 
'AuTOu  i^ix^uaa  a'KOTTiXov  TrigifAcufjuiOiToc^ 

AcXf IVO^  TS,  Xl/Va;  TC,   MU  »709i  /iE((OV  iXfO't  .  »  .. 

Hl>|fER,p^ff.iiu  73—97. 

High  in  the  air  the  rock  its  fummit  (hrouds 
In  brooding  tempefts,  and  in  rolKng  clouds  j 
Loud  ftreams  around  and  mills  eternal  rife^ 
Beat  its  bleak  brow  and  intercept  the  ifies. 
,  When  all  the  broad  expanflon^  bright  with  day, 
Glows  with  th*  autumnal  or  the  fummer  ray : 
Thelummer  and  the  autumn  glow  in  vainj 
The  Iky  for  ever  lowVs,  for  ever  clouds  remain* 
Imperfious  to  the  ftep  of  man  it  (lands; 
Tho'  borne  by  twenty  feet,  tho*  arm'd  with  twenty  hands* 

Smooth 
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Smooth  as  the  poHih  of  the  mirror  rife 

The  flipper/  fides^  and  (hoot  into  the  jfkles. 

Full  in  the  centre  of  this  rock  difplay'd^ 

A  yawning  cavern  cads  a  dreadful  (hade : 

Nor  the  fleet  arrow  from  die  twanging  bow. 

Sent  with  full  force,  could  reach-  th»  depth  below* 

Wide  to  the  weft  the  horrid  gulph  extends. 

And  the  dire  paflage  down  to  heU  defcends* 

O  fly  the  dreadful  flght  f  expand  thy  fails, 

Ply  the  ftrong  oar,  and  catch  the  nimble  gales ! 

Here  Scylla  bellows,  from*  her  dire  abodes. 

Tremendous  peft  I  abhorr'd  by  man  and  Gods ! 

Hideous  her  voice  i  and  with  lefs  terrors  roar 

The  whelpa  of  lions  in  the  midnight  hour ! 

Twelve  feet  deformM  and  foul  the  fiend  difpreads  i 

Six  horrid  necks  (he  rears,  and  fix  terrific  heads ! 

Her  jaws  grin  dreadful,  with  three  rows  of  teeth : 

Jaggy  they  ftand,  the  gaping  den  of  death  i 

Her  parts  obfcene  the  raging  billows  hide. 

Her  bofom  terribly  overlooks  the  tide. 

When,  ftung  with -hunger,  flie^  embroils  the  floods 

The  fea^dog  and  the  dolphin  are  her  food : 

She  makes  the  huge  Leviathan  her  prey. 

And  all  the  monfters  of  the  watVy  way « 

The  fwifteil  racer  of  the  azure  plain 

Here  fills  her  fails,  and  fpreads  her  oars  In  vain  :  ' 

Fell  Scylla  rifes,  in  her  fury  roars, 

At  pnce  fix  riibuths  ey^pantfs,  at  oiiee  fix  m^n  devbnb. 

Pope,  Od.  b.  xii;  87. , 

Thepoit^  defiroQs  of  creating  a  bold  fable  out  of  thefe  rocks,  wa» 
obliged  to  give  ihem'a  terrific  form.  That  figurative  fenfe  which  he 
has.  £o:  fi^quently  emptbyed;  jaiid  which  £0  few  of  hia  commentators 
have  linderflood^lhe  madecitfe  o£  here.;  that  he  might  envelc^  hia 
objeQ;  ia clpud8«     '  *  :      vj'iii    ;  :  ..  - 

Tbift  rock  in  redclit^  is  not  fo  high  as  to  be  covered  with  -clouds  on  a 
clear  day;  but  its  form  is  finking,  and  infpires  terror^    At pr^fent,  the 

rock 
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rock  is  not  pointed,  for  a  caftle  has  been  built  upon  it :  yet,  even  now, 
laad  a  man  twenty  hands  and  twenty  feet,  as  Homer  fays,  he  would 
not  be  able  to  climb  it.  It  rifes  like  a  ro4n4  tower;  the  breadth  of 
which,  compared  to  its  height,  may  juftify  the  epithet  deformed ;  and, 
toward  the  fea,  it  pr^fenls  a  iharp  th]:ee'*ibcked  clif£  In  t&is  cliff  we 
find  the  three  rows  of  teeth  of  Homer. 

The  neighbouring  cliffs  too  prefented  themfelves  to  the  cneative  fancy 
of  the  poet.  The  fidioa  of*  the  fJpa-dog,  tl^e  dolphin,  ^n4  thp  ftill  more 
huge  monfters,  which  flie  ^akes  her  prey,,  is  Ibunded  on  aii  admirable 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  this  fea;  for  it  abounds  in  dolphins,  and 
in  a  large  kind  of  fifh,  vv;hich  the  Italians  ftill  call  cane  del  tnare :  or 
fea-dog.  It  even  occafip^ally  happens,  of  which  thcFe  was  an  inftance 
fome  years  ago,  that  a  kipd  of  whale,  of  the  i^ecies  "which  the  French 
call  cacbeloty  is  ftranded  on  thcfe  flbores. 

There  have  been  frequent  contefts  concerning  Charybdis ;  which,  as 
defcribed  by  Homer,  is  no  longer  to  be  found.  He  could  not  mean 
the  lower  rocks;  for  his  defcriptipA  has  placg4  Cha]ryb4ip.  oppofite  to 
Scylla*  Thefe  countries,  ever  fubjed  to!  the  gnM:ld  phenomena  of 
nature,  may  have  fuffered  ^greait  changes 'from  earthquakes.  Is  not 
even  the  opinion  of  feveral  ancient  and  modern  naturalifts  probable, 
which  maintains  that  Sicily  was  anciently  fepar^ted  from  Italy  by  an 
earthquake? 

It  was  the  fuppc^tioh  of  Ciuverius  that^  according  to  ^  relation  of 
Homer,  which  jphces  Charybdis  oppofite  to  Scylla,  it  muft  have  been 
at  the  promoatory  of  Pelbrus;  how  cilied  Capo  di  Faro:  buf,  as  he 
could  not  find  it  tiiere,  he  fuppofed  the  whirlpool^  which  isop|X)&tetho 
]gghtfaoa£e  of  Mefiioa,  to  have  beendse  (roe  CharybdiB^  ^nd  aocufes 
H6meri  o£  an  errbn  But  how  came  he'not  to  iind tlve  real  livhirlpool 
of  Homer,  which  is  known  to  every  fifherman  of  Soyik,  6i^Cap9  iS 
Earoj  and  of  Meflijoat  and  forms  itfelf  hetweea  Capo.£  Faxo  and  ScyUa? 
The  current  runs.fi30fD.  the  nortlitQ»ft  to  the  ftraita  of  Eaxxv  ;  Tliere  ia 

a  regular 
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a  regular  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  every  fix  hours ;  and^  when  a  ft^ong 
wind  fets  in  to  oppofe  either  the  ebb  or  the  flow,  a  whirlpool  ftill  rifes 
before  the  proinontory*% 

This  ebb  and  flow  has  been  afcribed  by  fome  to  a  fubterranean  paf- 
fage,  laid  to  exift  between  Mount  jEtna  and  the  fea.  By  Ariftotle  k 
is  a&ribed,  like  other  ebbs  and  flows,  to  the  influence  of  the  moon  ; 
and  this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  regularity  of  the  fix-hour  tide. 
It  is  certain  that,  in  the  lime  of  Homer,  the  tides,  which  are  conunon 
to  but  few  places  of  the  Mediterranean,  were  very  impcrfedly  undetv 
ftood.  He  therefore  fays  that  three  times  a  day  Charybdis  engulphed 
the  waters,  and  three  times  a  day  vomited  them  up  again. 

The  navigator  of  a  little  packet  boat,  if  unacquainted  with  thefe 
4eas^  might  probkUy  meet  with  the  misfortune  againil  which  Circe 
cautions  Ulyfles,  when  fhe  warns  him,  while  avoiding  Scylla  and  her 
projecting  cliflfs,  not  to  approach  the  whirlpool  of  Charybdis. 

Sea&ring  people  call  this  whirlpool  and  that  near  Meflfina  Gahfaro : 
they  iikewife  call  the  laft  La  Rema.  The  word  Gahfaro  is  doubtless 
tlerived  from  the  Greek;  and  compounded  of  the  Greek  words  eahs^ 
beautiful^  and  pbaros^  a  Kght  houfe.  Both  the  whirlpools  have  light- 
houfes  i  one  of  which  flands  facing  Mefiina,  and  the  other  Capo  eR 
Faro. 

£^ly  In  the  morning,  before  we  left  Scylla,  We  were  invited,  by  a 
perfon  of  the  plac€  to  whom  we  had  beought  a  letter  from  Naples,  to 
come  on  the  fea  fhorc  and  view  a  pefce  di  Jpada^  or  fword  fifti,  which 
had  been  caught  in  a  net  during  the  night.  This  fifh  is  larger  than  a 
man ;  «id  its  under  jaw  is  long,  hard,  and  pointed,  like  the  broad 
point  of  a  lance :  ^md  its  no  Ufs  hard  upper  jaw  extends  the  length  of 
more  than  an  ell  and  a  quarter,  like  a  broad  two*edged  but  pcnnted 
fword. 

•  This  iUh  wages  remorfelefe  war  againft  another  kind  of  fifh,  called 
the  caae  AJ  mare  J  but  which  has  nothing  in  commoa  with  th^^iea 

VoL.IL  Dd  dog. 
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dog.  A  fword  fifh  and  a  eane  del  mare  were  kft  year  both  together 
eaft  upon  the  fhore.  The  former  had  run  the  latter  through  and 
through  ;  hut  the  vidor  could  not  difengage  himfelf  from  the  vanv 
quilhedy  and  with  him  was  obliged  to  die.  The  fword  fifh  is  highly 
cfteemedj  and  we  thought  it  peculiarly  well  tafted.  ThcCalabrians 
fifli  for  it  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  and  take  great  delight  in  the  fporfc 
Little  boats  put  to  iea^  and  a  m^wi  is-ftationed  either  on  (hore^  ¥ipon>a 
K>ck  or  tower,  or  upon  a  maft,  where  he  watches  the  ^pro«rh  of  a. 
fword  fi£h.  The  moment  he  difcovers  one,  he  waves  a  napkin  *y  and 
the  fifhe^men  row  toward  it,  armed  with  hooked  lances^  If^  they  are 
fortunate  enough  to  ftrike  it,  they  keep  it  faft  by  a  running  lin«;  which 
is  tied  to  the  lance  ;  tili,  at  laft,  the  fifliy  after  mucb  ftrugglixig  audi 
bleeding,  is  brought  to  the  boat.  We  faw  a  man  ftationed:  onr  a  maff; 
and  the  filhermen  in  their  boats  furrounding  him  full  of  expedlatioiu. 

The  princeS'of  ScyUa  oblige  their  vaflals  ta  give  them?the  beft  morfd 
of  the  fword  fifli  j  and  a  tenth  part  of  the  other  fifli'  that  they,  take^ 
Loud  complaints  of  this  have  long  been  made;  and  a  eommiffion  has 
©nee  been  appointed,  to  enquire  into  the  r^ght  of  this-  exaction :  but  it 
was  kieffeftuaL  The  prefent  prince  continues  to  compel  the  poor  fifliw 
ermen  to  comply  with  his  demands ;  although,  occafionally,  fevevi^ 
abufes  of  this  kind  have  been  abolifhed  by  the  King. 

The  fword  fife  is  a  fifli  of  psKflage.  It  vifits  the  coaft  of  Calabria  in 
^y,  June,  and  a  part  of  July  j  and  after^ward  the  coaft  of  Sicily,  where 
this  mode  of  catching  it  is  likewife  pra£tifed> 

We  got  under  fail  early  yefterday,  on  our  paflkge  to  Reggio ;  bu«, 
as  we  were  fo  near  the  Sicilian  promontory,  we  were  not  willing  to 
kare  it  unvifited..  By  this  means  wie  gained  time ;  for  it  would  have 
coft  i»a  day  to  have  performed  this  vifit  from  Mftffina. 

The  promontory  of  Faro  is  not  remarkable  for  its  height ;  as.  might 
have  been  conjectured  from  its  Greek  name,  Pdorut:  or  prodigious  •/ 
but  the  whole  lofty  range  of  mountaias  to  which  it  appertains  is  called 
Peloris  i  or  Pelorias^ 

The 
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The  tale  that  Hannibal  named  this  promontory  after  his  pilot,  whom 
lie  killed  in  anger  and  buried  there,  is  abfurd*  Not  to  mention  how 
ridiculous  it  is  to  fiappofe  that  Hannibal,  who  had  fo  long  lain 
with  his  army  in  Bruttium^  or  South  Calabria,  (hould  be  unacquainted 
i^th  the  fhores  of  Sicily,  and  deceived  by  appearances  fhould  have  ac* 
ctifed  his  pilot  of  fleering  him  back  to  Italy,  I  would  afk  what  was  th« 
name  of  this  promontory  before  that  period  ?  It  is  probable  that  the 
Greeks,  who  had  lived  here  for  fome  centuries,  and  in  confequence  of 
ks  three  promontories  had  called  the  ifland  Trinacria^  ihould  have  left 
]this  promontory  without  a  name?  The  Greeks,  who  left  no  liule  hill  un^ 
flamed,  no  name  uncelebrated !  Did  they  leave  the  whole  ridge  of 
mountains  called  Pelorias  unnamed  ?  And  was  the  promontory  ^^hich 
was  one  of  the  three  principal  capes  of  Sicily  left  undiflinguifhed,  till 
a  general  from  Carthage  came  to  give  it  a  name  ! 

We  vifited  two  fmall  lakes,  that  contain  fait  water  and  (hell  fifh,  and 
that  have  a  fubterranean  communication  with  the  fea.  The  leaft  is 
the  falteft,  and  produces  good  kitchen  fait.  Cluverius  found  a  third, 
which  is  likewife  mentioned  by  ancient  writers  :  but  it  may  have  been 
dried  up  fince  his  time  ;  for,  when  I  enquired  after  it,  I  could  receive 
no  fatisfadory  anfwen  , 

As  the  wind  was  againft  us  on  our  paflage  to  Reggio,  our  boatmen 
rowed  to  a  cape  of  Calabria,  which  is  called  PezzOy  from  which  the 
boat  was  <lrawn  by  oxen.  We  went,  on  fliore,  and  vifited  a  perfo^ 
who,  at  the  expence  of  Government,  has  taught  the  people  of  CaUbria^ 
by  example,  to  rear  filk  worms  after  the  manner  of  Piedmont ;  and  ta 
make  wine  after  the  manner  of  the  French.  Ignorant  as  I  am  of  the 
cultivation  of  filk,  I  can  fay  nothing  of  liis  merit  in  this  undertaking* 
The  wine  is  better  than  the  common  wine  of  Calabria ;  althotigh 
the  vines  have  only  been  planted  fix  years,  and  the  produce  of  oldet 
vines  will  be  more  excellent.  The  wine  has  fome  refemblance  to  tha^ 
kind  of  red  burgundy  which  the  French  cdM  petit  Burgogne. 

The  place  where  this  perfon  lives  is  called  TiZ/ii  dtSan  Ghvanni^  and 

Dd2  lies 
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lies  oppofite  to  Mifeno*  The  undertaking  has  been  begufx  by  him  and? 
his  three  brothers,,  whdfe  aanie  is  Caraccioio.  They  felcft  the  beffi 
plants,  pluck  the  berries  from  the  ftalk  for  the  wine  prefs,  and  rejeS: 
the  unripe  and  bad  grapes.. 

Should  thefy  fucceed  in  improving  the  cultiwe  of  lilkand  the  making^ 
fef  wine,  they  will  open  new  fources  of  wealth  to  a  country  already 
favoured  by  nature.     The  mildnefs   of  the  climate  and  goodnefs  of 
the  foil  render  fome  of  the  wines  of  this  province,  much  as  the  cul- 
ture 6t  them  is  negleded,  excellent  t  particulkrly  the  wine  of  Gerace^. 
the  ancient  Locri ;  and  other  places,  where  the  earth  has  been  turned, 
up  by  the  earthquake.     Such  kinds  are  called  Vino  del  Terremoto :  or 
earthquake  wine. 

The  wioe  whicfr  is  called  red  Calabria  in  Germany,  nay  in  Italy^ 
itfelf  as  well  a^in  Sicily,  is  the  produce  of  Syracufe.  It  is  fo  noble  a.. 
liquor  that  I  have  feen  it  drunk  in  Germany  for  red  Cape  wine;;  nay 
and  that  of  the  bed  kifod,  ca&ed  Cbnjlantia. 

The  afpeiEt  of  Faro,  or  the  ftraits  between*  Sicify  and  Calabria,  i^ 
^ert^nly  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world.  The  wind  had  changed  ta- 
our  advantage  while  we  had  landed  >  and  we  failed,.  witha.frefh  gale^ 
between  the  lofty  (hores  of  Calabria  and  Sicily;  Behind  three  ridges; 
of  mountains,  each  more  lofty  than  the  other^  wefaw  -£tna  rife  in  the- 
deaf  blue  horizon;  and  the  ifland  on  which  it  ftands;  extending  its: 
Tight  arm,  in  gentle  declivities,  for  the  ^ace  of  five  German  miles,  a$^ 
fyx  as  Catania*. 

The  ftraits  of  Faro  were  fuppofed*  by  the*  ancients  to  be  dangerous^ 
During  a-  public feftival  held  at  Rhegium^  the  prefent  Reggioy  the  people: 
af  Meflihaonce  fent  accompany  of  five*aud-twenty  dancing  youths^  with^ 
tfieir  chief  dancer  and  a  ffute  player,  who  all  periihed  here  on  their 
paflfage.  Paoiamas,  who-  relates  the  ftory,  fays  tliat  this  ftrait  is  more  * 
ftormythan  alLtfae  fea  befide*  Storms  blowing,  from  either  of  its^ 
mouths  render  it  boifterous^  fo- that  when  there  is  Uttie  wind  the  waves; 
ixt  laige^  and  their  agitatioo'^  k  gr«at».    The  exaggeration  of  this  de- 

fcriptioni 
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feiptibn  would  not  fasure  betftfo  very  evident,  if  Paufaaias  had  not 
added  that  the  fea  moi&cxs  are  in  fuch  mnltitudes  that  the  air  is  filled 
with  thctr  flench^  vmd  the  fhipwrecked  can  find  no  fafetj  ^.     ' 

Our  attention  was  io  ninch  attraded  by  the  contemplation  of  th« 
fea,  and  its  two  fhores,  that  we  were  quite  futprifed  to  find  we  were 
antvcd  at  Reggio. 

Thelandent  Greek,  mmie  of  diis  piace,  Rbegiumj  ox  Rbegion^  IMo^ 
dorua  lofibrmsua  was  derived  by  fome  firom  the  Greek  word  ^PnyyufAs^. 
to  break  or  tear:  becaufe,  according  to  ancient  tradition,  Sicily  was 
torn  from  Italy.  Some  &y  this-  tearing  of  the  ifthmus  was  efieded  by 
tiie  fea :  asd  others  that  a  change  fo  great  was  produced  by  an  earth-^ 
quakes  , 

The  grand  revoktixms  of  liiatupe^  to  which  tfaefe  countries  are  ftill 
I  fiibjeS,  Ae  jagged  forms  of  theihores,  and  the  modem  eruptions  of 
the  voIcaneUoy  one  of  the  finall  Lipari  iflands,.all  appear  to  favour  this 
old  optnijon.  Reggio  is  very  ancient ;  and  thofe  who  will  not  truft  its 
poetic  origin,,  which  attributes  it.  to  J^r^ri^i!,  the  ion; of  that  .^/m 
who  reigned  in  Lipari  and  entertained  Ulyffds  a  month,  muft  confide 
]h  hiflory :  whidi  attributes  it»  foundation  to  the  Cbalcidians^  who 
came  from  Euhaa  \.  The  territory  of  the  Rbegini  was  free,  ample^, 
and  powerful :  but  it  had  fometimes  the  misfortune  to  be  governed 
by  tyrants.  This  city,  and  Meflina,  were  both  governed  by  Ana- 
xiieos;  who  died  in<the  firft  year  of  the  76th[  Olympiad,  475  years, 
before  the  birth  of  Chrifl  %* 

During  the  Peloponnefian  war,  the  JSi&f^f^'  fufiered  much  fromi 

•  Paaf.  lib.  ▼•  c.  25* 

f  CluYcritts  is  of  this  opinion,  and  founds  it  on  the  tcftiniOBf  of  Strabo  and  SoIIhus : 
though  he  might  much  more  probably  have  fupportcd  it  by  the  authority  of  Thucydides,. 
who  cxprersly  fays  that  the  Rhegini  were  of  Chalcidian  origin.    It  was  this  that  made  the 
Athenians  hope  they  ihould  find  affiftancc  from  the  Lwntim:  whofe  anceftors  likewifc 
oame  from  Cbalcis*,    Thuc.  406,  ed«  Duk* 

%.  Diod.  lib.  xi. 

their 
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-their  neighbdurs,  the  Epi%ephyrian  Locri)  and  were  dUlraded  by  in- 
ternal conteations*.  They  were  fo  powerful,  in  the  time  of  the 
elder  Dionyfius,  that,  to  flrengthen  himfelf^  this  tyrant  ^oianded  a 
daughter  of  the  city :  but  the  oRi&^^i/ii  nobly  refufed  the  alliance,  in  a 
general  aflemWy  of  the  people  t-  .     . 

When  Pyrrhus  waged  war  with  the  Romans,  the  latter  fent  a  legion 
for  the  protedlion  of  Rbegium  v  but  the  Ibldiers  murdered  the  citizens, 
^nd  feized  on  the  city*  After  the  War  the  infurgents  were  tak^n  by 
the  Romans,  and  punifhed  with  death,  for  their  cruelty  and  treaefaery:]:* 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  on  his  journey  to  Rome,  paiTed  through  this  city  § ; 
the  fituation  of  which  is  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  that  I  have  feen.  It 
is  built  on  the  fliore  of  the  Faro,  in  a  fruitful  valley,  with  its  back 
tie  ward  the  hills.  Here  we  had  a  view  of  the  coaft  of  Calabria  as  far  as 
the  promontory  of  Scylla,  and  £rom  the  oppoiite  high  ikore  of  the 
Capo  di  Faro  to  Mount  jEtna ;  an  objed  that  dignified  the  praQ)ed. 

Reggio  was  aearly  deftroyed  by  the  earthquake  of  1 783  :  but  a  great 
part  of  it  has  been  rebuilt,  and  the*  ftreets  now  are  wide,  which  for- 
merly were  narrow.  A  long  uow  of  hotifes,  which  are  only  two  ftories' 
high,  have  been  built  by  the  fea  fide  at  the  King':s  expence  on  the  plaa 
of  the  celebrated  Pallazata^  at  Meffina. 

The  gardens  of  Reggio  are  very  extenfive,  and  produce  more  fruit 
of  the  varieties  of  orange  and  lemon  than  any  other  part  of  Italy*  All 
thefe  different  kinds  of  fruit  are  included,  by  the  Italians,  under  the 
general  name  oijigrumi.  Dates  are  only  produced  here,  and  in  fome 
places  of  Sicily :  but  the  trees  do  not  be»r  every  year,  nor  is  the  fruit JTq 
much  efteemed  as  the  dates  of  Africa,  and  AGa.  A  palm  tree,  of  the 
date-bearing  kind,  in  the.  court  of  the  archiepifcopal  palace  ofTaranto 
excepted,  I  have  ho  where  in  Italy  feen  this  tree  fo  large  as  at  Reggio. 
It  has  a  grand  appearance ;  and  the  conftant  ruftling  of  its  leaves  is 
charming.     New  twigs  annually  grow  from   the  top,   which  bend 

*  Thuc.  lib.  iv.  p.  23S.  \'D\oA.  vol.  i.  p.  678,  cd.  WeffeL 

X  Liv.  Epit.  xiic  and  xv.  }  Afls  xxviii.  13. 

downward 
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dTownward  on  all  fides.;  wHile  annually  the  under  branches*  break  off, 
and  leave  a  kzXy  mark  behind; .  From  thefefcales  the  age  of  the  tree 
may  be  known.  Some  Turks,  who  had  vifited  TarantOyeftimaled  the 
palm  tree  therc-to  be  four  hundred  years  old. 

The  mulberry  and  fig  trees  of  Reggio  are  very  large;  Either  I  mif- 
take-  or  I  have  fomewhere  read  that,  none  but  thefefig  trees  bear,  twice 
a  ye3cr :  however  not  only  the  fig  trees  of  Reggio  but  of  Sicily^,  and  of 
Naples  have  this  virtue  :  fome  mountainous,  parts  excepted.         ^    '  ' 

The  firft  figs^  -which  ripen  before  the  middle  of.  June,  are, called 
f$ri  dijicbi  z  or  flowers  of  figs%  They  are  far  pi^eferable  to  our.figs  % 
yet  not  fo  good  as  thofe  produced  in  both  kingdoms  in  the  months  of 
July,  Auguft,  and  September.. ,  They  are  fo  focculent  that  the  dripping 
juice  hangs  in  pelhicid  drops,  while  the  fruit  is.  on!  t^e  tree  ;.  refemUing 
honey,  in  clearnefs^  colour,  and  fWeetnefs.. 

The  Italians  have  a  bad  but  general  cuftom  of  oiling- the  fig  on  the 
tree,  that  it  may  ripen  the  iboner:  /They  pafs  a  drop  of  .oil  through  a. 
reed,  which  from  the  ftalk  defcends  to  the  fig :  but  this  fruit  is  not  £9 
healthy  as  that  in  which  ti^  fuch  artifice  Has  been  ufed; 

We  had  letters  to  fome  people  of  the  place,  but  did  not  find  them 
at  home  ^  and  I  have  fince  been  informed  that  it  is  cuftomary,  among 
the  people  of  Reggio,  to  be  denied  to  travellers.  This^cuftomi^is^the 
iefs  to  their  honoiu:  becaufe  the  Calabrians,  of  ^all  the  other  tbwns,  are 
hofpitable  in  a  high  degree  ;  and  kindly  invite,,heartily -welcamei  <aiid 
generottfly  entertain,  ftrangers  that  have  no  letters,  of  recommendation-. 

I  would  very  willingly  have  made  a  trip  from  Reggio  to  Gerace^  the 
ancient  Locri';  but  I  learned  that  it  was  a  rong^day^s  journey  by  faiid, 
and  that  the  road  was  difficult,  and  unpleafant ;  and  it  requljrea  inuck 
time  to  gq  by  water :  for  the  promontory  of  *^^/ivtf;^/(?^  formerly  of 
Hercules,  ion  the  fouth-*ea{l  point  of  Italy,  is  dreaded  by  feamen  be^ 
•caafe  of  its^boi&erous  waves,  and  can  only  be  paiTed.whea  theWind^is. 
favourable*  '    ''  '  -  " .      '^ !  /^" 

.)  Locri, 
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Lmm  iv^as  built  on  the  ^pv  Burfama:;  livhich'was  formerly  calkd  the 
prorooiflt  ory  -of  Zephyr  turn  -':  from  which  4!hc  |ieoplc  of  the  city  acquired 
the  iMOie  x^f  the  iEpi%ephyrian  Locru 

The  Locri  Qpuntii'^  founded  this  city  in  the  fecotidycat'of  the  a4tk 
Olymjpiad,  at  the  timie  that  Tullus  Hodlilttts  governed  in  lilome  \. 
•  The  Epiztpbyriau  LoGri  were  £Enht)U8  for  the  la^s  givea  tliem  by 
their  ffi^llow-dtizen,  Zakucus;  who  wasafcholar  of  Pythagoras^  and 
•whoijj^'tliey. named  their  law-giver. 

According  to  fome  Zakucus  wzb  oF  noble  birtb  :  others  afiirm  he 
^as  a  fbq>herd,  aod  poetically  relate  that  he  was  inftnided  by  Mi- 
nerva»  In  oppodtion  to  thefet  fome  place  the  time  in  which  he  firei 
iqiider  the  iolne^nd-^twetitieth  Olympiadi 

It  is  wdl  proved^  however,  that  he  was  the  ik-ft  among  the  Cpeeks. 
who  gave  written  laws  ;  and  his  code  was  chiefly  colleded  from  the 
laws  of  Minos,  of  Lycurgda,  and  the  Athenian  Areopagus. 
\  J3iodorus  inspires  us  wkh  ai^ery  high  idea  of  the  wifdora  of  thiA 
Ikw^glver. 

^*  In  the  preface  to  his  Code,  he  begins  with  dircourfingon  the  Celef* 
'**  tial  Ddties ;  to  believe  in  whom  was  the  firft  duty  required  of  a  good 
*•  cidzeiu  From  a  view  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  the  order  that 
*•  reigsed  through  creation,  they  were  required  to  believe  that  the  world 
**  waa  not  the  work  of  cTiaacc,  but  of  the  Gods.  They  were  therefore 
f '  to  honour  the  Gods^  as  the  authors  of  all  that  was  good  and  beau«- 
f ^  ^fiil  among  mankmd     They  were  to  keep  the  foul  pure  from  all 

^  Tbe  liocri  coofifted  of 'four  tribes*  The  Locri  OpwUii  lived  between  Phocii  and  Bu^ 
icea  :  The  Locri  OzoLexrcR,  of  Pbccif :  fo  that  this  tmft  of  land  feparated  ihcOpuntii^ 
who  were  likcwife  called  the  Safi  Locri^  from  the  Ozgla  or  Weft  Locri.  The  Locri  Epi^ 
.ifmrnda^  or  Hypocmmtduj  inhabited,  north  of  both  the  others,  the  mountain  ^Cmms.  The 
jBfmifbfrun  Locri  to/ok  their  name  from  the  2^jfn>i>  promontory  in  Itil]^  wliichlli^y 
^dnjMted.  The  JEfimtffjfriam  Locri  were  a  polony  of  theXorrr  Opuatii  j  who  wefc<fi»  oaUkfA 
from  their  principal  city,  Opus, 

t  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant. 
-  6  •*  guik ; 
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guilt :  for  the  Gods  did  not  delight  in  the  facrifices  which  were 

ofFered  them  by  the  wicked,  however  coftly,  but  rather  in  thejuftice 
**  and  the  virtue  of  good  men. 

«  After  having  exhorted  the  citizens  to  piety  and  juftice  in  his  pre- 
**  face,  he  recommends  brotherly  love;  and  taught  that  he  fhould  always 
*•  confider  his  enemy  as  a  perfon  with  whom  it  was  poffible  he  might 
*'  be  reconciled,  and  become  his  friend  :  and  whoever  would  not  ad 
*'  thus  muft  be  confidered  as  a  man  of  an  unfanftified  and  favage  foul. 

•*  To  thofe  who  derived  power  from  their  office  he  recommended 
«  rigid  impartiality ;  and  required  that  they  fhould  neither  be  infolent 

"  nor  oppreffive. 

"  Other  law-givers  punifhed  luxury  with  fines ;  Zaleucus  in  a  more 
«  underfbnding  manner.  He  forbade  any  woman  to  be  attended  by 
«  more  than  one  female  flave,  unlefs  fhe  happened  to  be  a  little  dnink. 
.«  She  muft  not  leave  the  city  by  night,  unlefs  fhe  wenit  to  commit 
«  adultery :  nor  muft  fhe  wear  golden  ornaments,  and  embroidered 
"  robes,  unlefs  her  inclinations  were  unchafte.  In  like  manner,  he 
«  would  not  fuffer  the  men  to  wear  gold  rings,  or  fine  wool,  like  the 
«  Milefians,  unlefs  they  were  fornicators,  or  adulterers.  The  difgrace, 
«  annexed  to  thefe  permitted  exceptions,  was  more  efeOualthao  any 

**  other  penalty. 
«»  His  laws  were  famous  for  their  dearaefs  concerning  contraSs, 

«'  and  perplexed  cafes*.** 

Pardon  this  digreffion,  which  criticrfm  may  teU  me  is  Wameable, 
becaufe  I  have  not  been  at  Gerace  j  but  to  me  it  appears  interefting, 
particularly  in  the  prefent  age,  to  remark  how  the  wifeft  of  the  ancient 
lawgivers  founded  law  upon  reUgion.  How  great  too  were  th«r  dif- 
ficulties,  from  the  fpirit  of  the  Pagan  religion,  and  efpeclally  of  the 

•  Pindar  fays  of  the  Epizephyrhn  Locri  that  ReAitude  rcfidcd  among  them. 

ZtfVgWf.  PlHD. 

voL.n.  E«  °'^- 
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Greeks :  the  Gods  of  whom  afforded  them  examples  of  every  vice* 
What  muft  we  think  of  our  modern  lawgivers,  who,  in  the  conflict 
of  opinions,  while  they  heap  decree  upon  decree,  agree  only  in  the 
deftrudtion  of  the  true  and  holy  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift? 

I  left  the  mofl  beautiful  province  of  beautiful  Italy  with  regrel* 
More  expofed  to  the  all  vivifying  fun  than  their  countrymen,  the  inha- 
bitants are  refreftied  by  the  breezes  of  the  two  feas,  are  fhaded  by  their 
high  mountains  and  for  efts,  and  are  watered  by  numerous  fpring^j 
which  enliven  the  fields  and  clothe  them  with  a  fhining  and  ever  ver« 
dant  herbage.  All  that  the  other  parts  of  the  world  contain  of  the  fubu 
lime  and  beautiful  is  found  coUefted  in  Calabria.  Here  the  Indian  may 
cat  his  date,  and  the  Laplander  gratify  his  eye  with  the  fiiows  of  jEtna*. 

The  Mediterranean,  the  coaft  of  Calabria,  and  the  coaft  of  Sicily,  the 
ftraits  of  Meffina  here,  and  there  the  open  fea,  the  Lipari  iflands,  each 
riling  like  an  individual  mountain,  and  the  lofty  iEtna,  which  reigns  ya 
fearful  beauty,  continually  attracting  the  eye  back  to  Sicily  and  ren- 
'.dermg  Sicily  itfelf  infignificant,  all  thefe  grand  objeds^  comJbined  with 
:the  vivifying  charms  of  ever  blooming  nature,  nurfing  maa  in  her  lap 
.and  pouring  upon  him  her  innumerable  charms,  filled  me  with  a  fen- 
fation  which  makes  language,  when  attempting  to  exprefs  it,  bluflx  at 
its  own  infufficiency :  a  fenfation  which  will  fweeten  all  the  recollec- 
tions and  affociations  of  life  j  and  which,  while  it  purifies,  the  feelings. 
and  renders  them  facred,  expands  and  ennobles  my  exiftence !     Nor 
was  itdeftroyed;  it  only  took  a  new  direftion,  at  the  thought  that  this 
paradife  of  fruits  and  flowers  was  the  arfenal  of  the  Almighty,.     Cala- 
bria is  the  focus;  of  fubterranean  fire;  which  breathes  and  exhales. 
•  through  Vefuvius,  through  Stroraboli,  and  through  -£tna. 

It  is  probable  that  there  are  few  fruits  in  the  known  earth  that  ace 
not  found  in  the  greateft  perfe61:ion,  produced  by  this  friendly  foil. 

Calabria  teems  under  a  fertilizing  heaven*  Earth,  fea,  and  fky^ 
confpirc  to  crown  her ;  but  Ihe  bears  a  giant  ia  her  womb,  by  whofe 

3  convulfive 
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tbnvulfive  throes  flie  has  been  frequently  fhaken.  She  groans  while 
fufFering  under  the  pangs  he  inflids  j  and  thefe  groans  make  the  fixed 
earth  tremble  from  pole  to  pole ! 

So  be  it.     Happy  are  they  to  whom  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  wel- 
come, though  it  fpeak  in  thunder! 


LETTER    LXXXV. 

Meflina,  30th  May  tj^i^ 

Among  his  other  high  merits,  Homer  poflefles  the  addi-» 

llonal  one  of  having  caft  a  light  over  the  knowledge  of  the  countries^ 

and  people,  that  he  had  vifited  ;  by  which  the  darknefs  of  the  geography 

and  hiftory  of  antiquity  has  in  part  been  removed,  and  in  part  left 

in  a  kind  of  twilight:  through  which,  though  the  objeGs  are  not 

diftindly  feen,  they  ftill  are  difcoverable.     Or  I  might  liken  him  to 

the  moon ;  whofe  foft  beams,  flied  over  mountains,  forefts,  and  feas, 

pourtray  their  grand  outline,  but  conceal  their  mafles  in  fuch  a  filver 

v«il  that  an  unexercifed  eye  difcovers  only  ftrange  incident,  terrifying 

fpJtk SLVitomy  and  fupernatural  enchantment :  while  a  more  experienced, 

a    more  penetrating  mind  delights  in  the  multiplied  forms,  and  indulges 

l*^n..sfcgination  in  the  half  vifible,  half  concealed,  gigantic  fpeftres  that 

(Jja^^iiLce  before  it ;  yet,  though  amazed,  it  is  not  Confounded,  but  caa 

-^t^uce  the  vifion  to  congruity,  to  order,  and  to  ufe. 

The  bold  fables  of  Homer,concerning  the  Cyclops,  favour  and  promote 
a  tradition  which  certainly  was  not  wholly  groundlefs.  That  thefe  early 
inhabitants  of  Sicily  were  giants  no  man  can  pofitively  affert,  or  deny. 
As  little  is  it  known  whether  they  were  the  firft  poffeffors  of  this  ifland, 
or  whether  they  drove  the  ancient  inhabitants  beyond  the  fca,  or  ob* 

E  e  ^  liged 
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ligcd  them  to  retire  from  the  coaft  and  live  among  the  mountains.  The 
Cyclops  certainly  inhabited  the  weft  of  Sicily :  but  to  what  extent  is  en- 
tirely dubious.  From  Homer  we  learn  that  they  bitterly  opprefied 
tlie  Pbaaces :  till  at  laft  the  latter  fled  from  their  tyranny^  under  the 
condudt  of  Naujithous^  the  father  of  McinouSy  who  entertained  Ulyffea 
when  he  landed  on  the  ifland  of  Scberia*:  the  prefent  Corfu. 

The  Lajlrygones^  according  to  Thucydides,  very  early  inhabited 
Sicily:  but  this  great  writer  acknowledges,  with  dignified  candour, 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  place  from  which  they  came,  or  of  the 
people  from  whom  they  were  derived.  The  Lcejlrygones  of  Homer 
inhabited  Italy :  but  the  fame  people  may  as  probably  have  fettled  on 
the  continent  as  on  the  ifland.  Thucydides  himfelf  fays  f ,  **  The 
**  Sicani  maintained  themfelves  to  be  Autochthones :  or  the  abori- 
"  gines  of  the  country  :  yet  they  were  originally  from  Iberia^  or  Spain^ 
•*  and  were  driven  out  of  the  country,  to  the  river  Sicanus^  by  the 
•*  Ligurians.*^  The  Ligurians  lived  between  Piedmont  and  Genoa. 
From,  the  Sicani  the  ifland  was  called  Sicania.  Its  former  name  was 
Trinacria.  Homer  calls  it  Trinacia ;  and  probably  the  Greeks  changed 
the  name  to  Trinacria  becaufe  of  its  three  promontories.  The  Sicani 
continued  to  inhabit  the  weft  part  of  the  ifland  in  the  time  of  Thucy- 
dides ;  who  lived  about  four  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift^ 
After  the  deftru£tion  of  Troy,  fome  Trojans,  efcaping  from  the  Greeks^ 
fled  to  Sicily,  landed  near  the  Sica/iiy  and  were  called  Elymi :  or  Helymi^ 
Their  towns  werd  Krix  and  Egejia :  or  Segefta :  for  both  names  are 
found  in  books,  and  on  coins.  Thucydides  and  Diodorus  write  Egejia. 
At  the  fame  period,  the  Pbocenfes^  who  with  the  reft  of  the  Greeks 
had  been  at  the  taking  of  Troy,  fettled  in  Sicily :  having  firft  been 
driven  to  Africa,  by  a  ftorm.  Some  tribes  had  already  fled  from  Italy 
to  this  ifland,  who  called  themfelves  Siculi.  Thucydides  fays  that  there 
were  Siculi  in  Italy  in  his  time :  but  the  aflfertion  of  Diodorus,  that  this 
nation  with  its  whole  power,  TravSv/JLeij  withdrew  to  Sicily,  appears  to 

*  Od.  b.  vU.  f  Lib.  vi.  c.  2.  p.  378.  cd.  Duk. 

me 
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me  more  probable:  at  leaft  I  do  not  remember  to  have  found  any  later 
mention  of  the  Siculi  in  Italy  among  ancient  writers,  Thucydides  ex- 
cepted ;  who  was  not  perfedly  well  informed  refpedling  the  ancient 
tribes  of  Italy, 

After  the  Cyclops,  the  Lajlrygones^  and  the  Pbaaces^  the  Sicani  were 
the  firft  people  known  in  Sicily:  a  part  of  which  they  poflefled  while 
the  other  three  tribes  lived  on  the  ifland ;  and  the  Siculi^  when  they 
came  here,  found  it  inhabited  by  all  thefe  different  people. 

The  fear  of  pirates,  a  fear  which  has  tormented  thefe  iflanders  for 
about  three  thoufand  five  hundred  years,  and  which  ftill  torments  them, 
induced  the  Sicani  at  firft  to  live  in  villages,  ycoDf/inS'ovj  and  build  on 
ftrong  hills.  Each  of  thefe  divifions  had  its  own  prince.  At  firft, 
Diodorus  fays  *,  they  fpread  themfelves  over  the  whole  ifland :  but, 
as  Mount  JEtna  caufed  much  devaftation,  they  forfook  the  eaft  fide, 
and  withdrew  to  the  weft.  Many  generations  afterward,  the  Siculi 
came  from  Italy,  and  took  poffeflion  of  the  lands  which  the  Sicam  had 
left :  but,  as  they  continued  to  extend  themfelves  and  the  frontiers  of 
each  were  ravaged,  frequent  wars  arofc  between  them ;  till  the  two 
people  concluded  a  treaty,  by  which  their  refpedive  boundaries  were 
fettled.  In  later  times,  Greek  colonies  arrived,  and  built  cities  on  the 
fca  coaft.  Intercourfe  occafioned  the  Greek  manners  and  language 
finally  to  prevail  j  and  the  people  were  then  called  Sicilians  f .  Thefe 
Greek  colonies  I  fhall  occafionally  mention. 

Thucydides  tells  us  that  the  Phoenicians  likewife  had  fcattered  fettle* 
ments  over  all  Sicily ;  and  that  they  preferred  the  promontories,  and 

*fmaU 
*  Vol.  i.  lib.  V.  p.  334. 

.  f  The  Siculi^  Si«^i,  by  accurate  writers,  arc  not  confounded  with  the  Sicilians^  Xuti* 
>4mTou  5  which  laft  epithet  is  only  applied  to  the  Greeks,  who  inhabited  Sicily.  Their 
colonies,  of  which  Diodorus  fpeaks  above,  arrived  many  centuries,  fix  or  feven  at  the 
leaft,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Siculi  in  the  ifland.  Naxus,  the  firft  of  thefe  colonics,  was 
inhabited  by  the  Greeks  feven  hundred  and  thirty -three  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift : 
a«  was  Syracufe  the  following  year.  The  more  ancient  Greeks^  who  fettled  in  Sicily  after 

the 
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fmall  neighbouring  iflands,  as  the  bed  adapted  for  their  trade  with  the 
Siculi.  After  the  arrival  of  numerous  Greek  colonies,  the  Phoenicians 
abandoned  moft  of  their  fettlemenls,  and  retired  to  Motya^  Solaris^ 
or  Solus^  the  prefent  Solanto^  and  to  Panormusy  the  modern  Palermo^ 
near  the  Elymi ;  depending  upon  their  alliance  with  this  people,  and 
their  vicinity  to  Carthage  :  becaufe  this  city  was  a  Phoenician  colony; 
and  on  the  Elymi  no  doubt  becaufe  they  were  Trojans  by  defcent,  and 
confidered  as  the  natural  enemies  of  the  Greeks. 

When  the  Carthaginians  were  in  poffeflion  of  large  trads  of  the 
north  and  weft  parts  of  Sicily,  their  three  principal  places  were  Motya^ 
Solorisy  and  Panormus.  Probably  they  were  ceded  to  them  by  the 
I'yriansy  in  confequencc  of  advantageous  commercial  ftipulations: 
for  commerce  was  the  delight  of  the  latter;  while  the  Carthagi- 
nians delighted  to  govern,  as  well  as  to  trade.  It  is  certain  that  the 
Phoenicians  were  not  expelled  by  the  power  of  the  Carthaginians; 
becaufe  thefe  towns  remained  in  friendly  alliance  with  their  parent 
city.  Tyre. 

By  the  firft  Punic  war,  the  Carthaginians  were  deprived  of  their 
territories  in  Sicily  j  and  by  the  fecond  they  likewife  loft  Syracufe : 
from  which  period  the  whole  ifland  became  a  Roman  province. 

^  On  the  partition  of  the  Roman  empire,  Sicily  became  fubjed  to  the 
Emperors  of  the  Eaft.  The  ifland  was  conquered  by  Genfericfc,  King 
of  the  Vandals ;  and  recovered  by  Belifarius,  for  Juftinian.  Before  the 
middle  of  the  ninth  century,  it  was  feized  on  by  the  Saracens ;  who, 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  afterward,  in  the  year  1070,  were 
expelled  by  the  leaders  of  the  Normans,  the  two  brothers,  Robert  GuiC- 
card  and  Rogers  or  Ruggiera.     Roger  the  Second,  in  the  year  I130, 

the  Trojan  war,  are  not  underftood  by  ancient*  writers,  when  they  fpeak  of  Greek  colo- 
nics, or  Sicilians.  From  the  Siculi,  the  ifland  took  and  maintained  the  name  of  SictTta 
among  the  Romans,  or  Siheiia  among  the  Greeks.  We  fliould  no  more  confound  the 
Siculi  with  the  Sicilians  than  the  Italiy  IroCkai^  with  the  Italians:  IraXittTai.  The  firft  were 
the  natives  of  the  country,  whom  the  Greeks  called  Barbarians  ;  while  their  epithet  for 
their  own  colonies  in  Italy  was  Italians* 

took 
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took  the  title  of  King ;  aad  reigned  over  Sicily,  and  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples*  Conftantia,  the  daughter  of  William  the  Firft,  brought  it  as  a. 
bridal  portion  to  the  German  Emperor,  Henry  the  Sixth.  From  them 
it  devolved  on  their  fon,  Frederick ;  who,  among  our  Emperors,  is* 
known  as  Frederick  the  Second*  It  was  thus  that  Sicily  was  inherited 
by  the  houfe  of  Swahia. 

After  the  death  of  Conrad  the  Fourth,  who  was  the  Ion  of  Frede- 
rick, Manfred,  Frederick's  natural  fon^  feized  on  the  two  kingdoms  j 
and  Pope  Urban  the  Fourth,  and  after  him  Clement  the  Fourth,  con» 
ferred  both  the  crowns  on  Charles  of  Anjou,  brother  of  the  French 
King,  Lewis  the  Ninth.  Charles  rendered  himfelf  odious,  and  the 
people  invited  Conrad,  whom  the  Italians  call  Corradino^  the  fon  of  the 
Emperor  Conrad  the  Fourth,  to  take  poflelEon  of  the  throne  of  his 
fathers ;  and  Conrad  was  killed  by  Charles  at  TagHa  cos;zo ;  a  little  towa 
in  the  province  of  Abruzza  oltra.  Frederick  of  Auftria,  his  friend  and 
coufin,  was  imprifoned  ^.  Conradin  had  fled,  difguifed  as  a  follower 
of  the  camp,  to  Aftura  \^  where  he  went  on  board  a  boat,  and  promifed 
the  boatman  his  ring,  becaufc  he  had  no  money,  if  he  would  bring- 
him  to  Pifa.  This  ring,  with  the  noble  appearance  and  youthful  beautjr 
of  Conradin,  made  him  remarked  by  the  man ;  who  betrayed  him  to 
Charles,  by  whom  he  was  fent  to  Naples,  and  who,  with  the  confent  oF 
the  Pope,  condemned  Conradin  and  Frederick  of  Auftria  to  death.. 
Frederic  was  firft  beheaded  ;  and  Conradin,  taking  the  head  from  the- 
ground,  afiedionately  kiffed  it,  and  followed  his  friend.  Charles  and 
his  Holinefs  were  playing  at  chefs,  when  the  news  of  the  execution; 
was  brought  them,  and  finilhed  their  game  undifturbed,. 

The  mother  of  Conradin  was  on  board  a  veflel,  lying  at  the  ifland' 
of  Capri,  when  her  fon  was  condemned.  She  fet  fail  to  purchafe  his; 
pardon,  landed  at  Naples,  and  heard  of  his  deaths 

Charles  governed  with  despotic  caprice  j  and  the  French,  with  whom& 
iie  inundated  the  country,  committed  every  crime  of  voluptuoufneft^ 

J  FazeUoK 

oppi?eflioni^ 
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oppreffion,  and  cruelty.  John  of  Procida,  a  man  of  an  enterprifmg 
fpirit,  who  had  been  grofsly  injured  by  the  French  in  the  perfon  of  his 
wife,  made  himfelf  the  chief  of  a  confpiracy.  He  travelled,  difguifed 
like  a  monk,  to  Conftantinople,  to  the  Greek  Emperor,  Michael  Pale- 
ologus,  to  Pope  Nicholas  the  Third,  and  to  Peter  King  of  Arragon,  to 
whom  the  confpirators  offered  the  crown  of  Sicily.  Peter  was  allied  to 
the  houfe  of  Swabia,  by  his  marriage  with  Conftantia,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  Manfred,  and  who  day  and  night  excited  him  to  revenge 
the  wrongs  committed  on  the  race  of  Hohenjiauftn.  Michael  Paleologus 
and  the  Pope,  who  both  hated  Charles  of  Anjou,  gave  ear  to  Procida, 
and  promifed  to  favour  Peter, 

John  made  feveral  journeys,  always  under  the  fame  difguife,  from 
one  ©f  thefe  Princes  to  the  other:  but  the  death  of  the  Pope  and  the 
eledion  of  Martin  the  Fourth,  who  was  ftrongly  in  favour  of  the 
French,  appeared  to  render  the  execution  of  the  plan  impoffible. 
Peter  however  armed,  and  anfwered  the  nuncio  of  the  Pope,  who 
queftioned  him  on  the  fubjeft,  **  I  would  burn  my  fhirt,  if  it  knew 
•'  my  fecrets.** 

Procida,  in  the  mean  while,  engaged  the  grandees  of  Sicily  in  this 
dreadful  confpiracy;  and,  on  the  third  day  of  Eafter,  in  the  year  1282, 
which  happened  on  the  30th  of  March,  while  the  bell  was  tolling  to 
vefpers,  the  French  were  all  murdered. 

This  day  is  an  everlafting  ftain  to  both  nations.  It  is  true  that  the 
French  had  rendered  themfelves  detefted :  but  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  maflacred,  fparing  neither  fex  nor  age,  was  no  lefs  hateful 
than  were  the  crimes  they  had  committed. 

Fazello,  a  good  Sicilian  hillorian  of  the  fixtccnth  century,  from  whom 
I  have  extracted  thefe  particulars,  adds  that  he  had  followed  the  com- 
mon opinion  in  his  narrative:  but  that,  according  to  other  accounts, 
which  he  had  difcovered  in  various  annals  and  royal  documents,  this 
fanguinary  bufinefs  was  riot  the  confequence  of  a  long  confpiracy,  but 
apparently  the  work  of  chance.    Several  of  the  people  of  Palermo,  on 

4  the 
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the  third  day  of  Eafter,  as  they  were  going  to  a  church  near  the  town. 
Were  attacked  by  the  French ;  who  fearched  the  clothes  *f  men  and 
women,  on  the  pretence  of  their  having  arms  concealed.  The  French 
on  this  occafioh  indulged  themfelves  in  vile  exceffes,  committed  on  the 
women  and  young  virgins ;  and  one  of  them,  whofe  name  was  Drofetto^ 
having  thruft  his  hand  into  the  bofom  of  a  noble  matron,  was  ftoned 
by  the  already  highly  enraged  people  of  Palermo,  whofe  concourfe  was 
^reat.  The  rage  of  the  people  continued  and  increafed,  till  the  French 
were  entirely  exterminated :  firft  in  Palermo,  and  afterward  through 
the  whole  ifland. 

If  this  account  be  true,  and  it  is  faid  to  he  founded  on  good  autho-* 
ftty,  John  of  Procida  may  then  be  reckoned  among  thofe  great  mea 
who  have  freed  their  country  from  the  yoke  of  foreign  defpotifm :  but, 
if  he  had  any  part  in  a  maflacre  which  fpared  neither  fex  nor  age,  it 
tnuft  be  allowed  that  his  great  qualities  were  fullied  by  the  worft  of 
crimes. 

Peter  of  Arragon  became  King  of  Sicily  j  and,  wheil  Johanna  the 
Second,  Queen  of  Naples,  in  the  year  142^,  adopted  Alphonfus  the 
fifth  King  of  Arragon,  Sicily  was  again  in  his  perfon  united  to  Naples. 
But,  as  the  houfe  of  Anjou  made  new  pfeteiifions,  Johanna,  being  dif- 
fatisfied  with  Alphonfus^  adopted  Lewis  of  Anjou  in  his  fteatl ;  and, 
at  her  death,  bequeathed  the  ctown  to  his  brother,  Rehatus^  of  Anjou* 
-  The  Kings  of  Arragon  remained  in  pofleffion  of  the  two  kingdoms  \ 
till,  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  after  the  death  of  Ferdinand 
the  Secondj.his  paternal  uncle,  Frederick  of  Arragon  was  robbed  of  the 
crown'  by  Ferdinand  the  Catholic^  King  of  Spain,  and  Lewis  the 
TFwelfth,  King  of  France.  The  monarchs  divided  the  two  kingdoms  j 
but  Ferdinand  foon  acquired  the  fovereignty  both  of  Naples  and  Sicily. 

From  this  time,  thefe  countries  remained  above  two  hundred  years 
tiTidcrthe  dominion  of  Spain;  till^  during  the  war  of  the  fucceflioni  in 
the  year  1707,  an  Iraperialarmyfeized  oil  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  in  the 
name  of  King  Charles  the  Third ;  who  afterward  became  Emperor, 
under  the  title  of  Charles  the  Sixth.. 

V^L.II.  Fif  At 
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At  the  peace  of  171 3,  Sicily  was  ceded  by  France  to  Vidor  Am»- 
deusthe  Second,  Duke  of  Savoy:  by  whom  it  was  held  till  the  yeat 
1718  ;  when  he  refigned  it  to  the  Emperor,  Charles  the  Sixth,  in  ex- 
change for  Sardinia.  During  the  five  years  that  it  was  under  the 
government  of  Savoy,  Sicily  was  provided  with  many  wife  laws,  and 
noble  inftitutions. 

In  the  year  1734,  Don  Carlos,  Infant  of  Spain,  became  poflefled 
of  both  kingdoms,  in  confequence  of  the  battle  of  Bitonto ;  and  two 
years  afterward  they  were  ceded  to  him  and  his  fucceflbrs,  hy  tha 
Emperor. 

In  the  year  17^9^  Don  Carlos  declared  his  fon,  Ferdinand  thc^  Fourth, 
King  of  Naples  and  Sicily :  he  having  himfelf  fucceeded  to  the  thronei 
of  Spain.  Ferdinand,  who  is  the  prefent  King,  acceded  to  the  govern- 
ment in  the  year  1 762*  The  memory  of  Don  Carlos  is  revered  ia 
both  kingdoms ;  and  a  traveller  every  where  finds  proofs  of  his  wife^ 
precautions,  in  behalf  of  the  fafety,  convenience,  and  profperity,  of  the. 
people. 

A  complete  hiftory  of  Sicily  is  no  part  of  my  plan :,  but,  as.  it  appears- 
to  me  that  a  brief  account  of  the  individual  towns  of  an  i0and,  which 
has  been  the  theatre  of  fo  maay  events,  might  be  ufeful,.!  imagine  that 
an  abftrad  of  the  hiftory  of  the  country  will  not  be  thought  fuperfluous.. 

On  the  27th,  we  fet  fail  from  Reggio  to  Meffina.u  The  fituation  of 
this  town  is  univerfally  and  juftly  celebrated  for  its  beauty*.  It  is  built 
£iicing  the  bay,  and  is  covered  by  mountains  ;.  the  intermingling  heights 
^3ad  depths  of  which  afford  traces  that  appear  to  denote  great  convul- 
iions..  The  hay,  extending  to  the  right,  from  fouth  fouthrwell  tojiortK 
north-eaft,,  ia^  in  the  fhape  of  a  fickle,  and  the  cape  curves  in  fiich  a 
manner  as  almofi  to  enclofe  the  haven..  On  the  point  of  thij  cape^ 
there  is  a  high  lighthoufe.  Diodorus  mentions  a.  tradition,  according 
to  which  the  fabulous  Orion^  at  the  requefl  of  Zanclus,  an  ancient 
king  of  this  plac^  ia  faid  to  have  formed  the  haven  by  throwing  up^ 
a  dam  *» 

*  Died.  vol.  i.^lib.  ir.  p«  327*. 
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Whether  it  be,  as  Diodorus  fays,  that  Meflina  ia  carfy  ages  was 
Called  Zancle^  after  this  King,  or  as  Thucydides  aflcrts,  after  the  word 
Zanclofty  which  in  the  language  of  the  Sictdi  was  the  name  of  a  fickle, 
in  either  cafe  the  antiquity  of  the  town  is  proved. 

According  to  Thucydides,  its  firft  Greek  pofleffors  were  pirates,  front 
Cutme  in  Campania ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  originally  camq  front 
Chalets y  in  Eubcea.  Its  territories  were  afterward  poflefled  by  the 
Chalcidenfes,  and  other  people  of  Eubcxa.  Thefe  were  baniflied  by  the 
Samiij  and  other  lonians ;  who,  flying  before  the  Perfians,  landed  iii 
Sicily  *. 

Herodotus  relates  this  ftory  with  circumftances  that  may  ferVe  td 
throw  a  light  over  ages  which  we,  from  our  love  for  the  ancients,  are 
prone  to  rate  too  highly. 

"  When  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  wiftied  to  fubdue  the  iflandls 
**  of  Greece,  and  the  people  of  Samos  faw  that  they  could  not  refift  his 
power,  they  determined  to  leave  their  country.  About  this  time  the 
people  of  Zancle  fent  ambafl£idors  to  the  people  of  Ionian  inviting 
**  them  to  found  an  Ionian  town  on  their  charming  (hores.  Thefe 
•*  charming  fliores,  as  they  were  called,  belonged  to  the  Siculi;  and 
lay  on  that  part  of  the  ifland  which  was  facing  the  Tyrrhenian  fea  f. 
The  Samii  were  properly  lonians;  and,  being  joined  by  the  Milc/iiy 
•*  who  efcaped  from  Miletus  after  it  had  been  deftroyed  by  th6  Perfians, 
**  accepting  the  invitation,  failed  for  Sicily.  When  they  had  arrived 
•*  in  the  country  of  the  Epizephyrian  Locri^  at  the  time  that  the  people 
••  of  Zancle,  led  by  their  King  Scythes,  were  befieging  a  city  of  the 
**  Siculi,  which  they  intended  to  deftroy,  the  Samii  were  perfuaded,  by 
**  Anaxileus  the  tyrant  of  Rhegium,  who  was  the  enemy  of  Zancle,  to 
*'  think  no  more  of  the  charming  fhores,  but  to  feize  upon  Zancle  now 
*•  that  the  men  were  abfent:  and  the  Samii  followed  his  advicei 

*  Thuc.  p.  380. 

f  Toward  the  nofdi,  between  M^lfina  and  Palermo*; 
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"  As  fooA  as  the  pedple  of  Zancle  heard  that  their  city  was  thus  pof*- 
•*  felFed,  they  haftened  to  require  aid  of  Jlippocrates,  the  tyrant  of  Gela  j, 
f*  who  took  Scythes,  the  ruler  of  Zancle,  and  his  brother,  Pythogenes, 
**  put  them  in  fetters,  and  fent  them  both  to  the  city  of  hycum*  The. 
"  reft  of  the  citizens  of  ^ancle  he  betrayed  to  the  Samii ;.  for  which  he- 
'*  had  the  half  of  the  flaves,  the  chattels  of  the  city,  and  likewife  thofe- 
*'  of  the  territory.  Moft  of  the  people  of  Zancle  he  kept  as-flaves ;.  but 
"  furrendercd  three  hundred  of  the  chief  of  them  to  the  Samii,  to  be- 
"  ftrangled  :  which  cruelty  the  Samii  forbore  to  perpetrate *;'* 

According  to  Thucydides,  the  Samii  were  expelled  by  Anaxileus : 
but  this  does  not  contradict  the  account  of  Herodotus,  The  compafti. 
of  the  wicked  liave  ao  bond,  but  their  common,  intereft. 

Thucydides  adds  that,  after  Anaxileus  had  driven  out  the  Samii,  he 
called  the  city  Meflina:  becaufe  he  came  from  the  country  of  MeJfenia^xWr 
Peloponnefusf .  Anaxileus  died  in  the  firft  year  of  the  76th  Olympiad^ 
475  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  continuing  till  death  the  tyrant  of 
Rhegium  and  Zancles.  Mycithus,the  tutor  of  his  children,  honourably 
governed  ia  their  name  :  but  the  fons  of  Anaxileus,  when  they  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  government  themfelves,  v/ere  expelled  by  the  people 
of  Zancte  and  Rhegium,  who  both  afferted  their  freedom :):•. 

Juft  before  the  Peloponnefian  war,  a  party  in  the  divided  Meflina* 
called  in  the  Locri ;  who  continued  for  fome  time  in  pofl^eflSon  of  the^ 
city,  but  were  afterward  expelled. 

Under  the  elder  Dionyfius,  Meflina  was  taken  and  deftroyed  by  the 
Carthaginians  ;  and  again  re-peopled  by  Dionyfius.  It  then  groaned, 
under  the  yoke  of  two  tyrants ;  Hipparcus,  and  Hippo.  Timoleon 
the  Corinthian,  who  was  always  victorious  and  always  the  vi£tor  of 
freedom,  beftowed  the  bleflings  of  liberty  on  MeflSna.  It  was  likewife 
difturbed  by  Agathocles,  the  tyrant  of  Sicily ;  and  was  afterward  con-*^ 
quered  by  the  people  of  Campania,  from  Mamertum,  and  many  of  the 

♦  Herod,  lib.  vi,  no,  22,  23.  fThuc.  lib.  vi.  p.  38o,  %  Diod,  vol.  i, 

p.  44^1  454>  461. 
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citizens  were  maflacred*  The  Carthaginians  end  Hiero -the  Second, 
King  of  Syracufe,  marched  againft  the  aflailants  ;  and  the  people  of 
Mamertum  alked  andt  tcthe  eternal  fliame  of  Rome,  obtained  aid  of 
die  Romansi  which  gave  ocqalfpo  to  the  firft  Puaic  war. 

Under  the  Roman,  dominion,  Meflina  long  enjoyed  peace.  The  ra- 
pacious Praetor,  Verres,  fpared  this  city ;  which  <iilgraced  itfelf  by  fur- 
niftiing  him  with  a  (hip,  for  the  tranfportation  of  the  wealth  he  had 
acquired  by  ^plunder.  In  the  war  between  OCtaviaaus  and  Sextus  Pom- 
peius,  Meflina  tookrpart  with  tl;ie  latter. 

It  was  not  till  ftwp  hucudxed  ycar^  *  after  the  Saracens  had  been  pof* 
fefled  of  Sicily  that  >they  could  gaiji  pofleffion  of  this  place ;  into  which 
they  carried  -fire  ^ty^  fv^ord^  and  where  they  only  remained  two  years.. 
The  ooblesjol*  Me^Qi^  ijudted  the  Norman  chie&,.who  drove  the  Sa- 
racens out  of  Sicily;,.  Ipaj^.fc  year  ip6p,  Mdfina  was  taken  by  Roger, 
Count  of  Calabria  ;  who,  after  the  conqueftof  the  ifland,  called  liim^ 
felf  Count  of  Calabria  and  Sicily.  ; 

After  the  Sicilian  vefpere,.MeiIina  once  more  endured  a  fevere  fieg^: 
irom  Charles  oC  Apjpu.  Young  and  old,. layman  and  prleft,  united 
to  oppofe  this  enemy;  by  whofe  pride  they  had  been  opprefled,.. 
and  whofe  enflamed  rage  they  dreaded*  The  noble  matrons  afforded 
an  example  to  the  women,  took  part  in  defence  of  their  country,  and, 
difagreeable  as  it  may  be  to  fee  this  gentle  fex  forgetful  of  th/eir  fine 
.fenfations,  and  n^le£ting  their  houfehold  di|tles,  regardlefs  of  fear  or 
ihame  to.  mingle  thus  amcmg  contending  multitudes,  yet,,  in  this  cafe, 
they  muft  not  be  fo  condemned  :  for  there  was  no  injury,  no  difgrace, 
which  they  might  not  juftly  dread. from  a  cruel  and  licentious  foe, 
whofe  lafcivious  excefs  would  have  been  cxercifed  upon  them  and 
their  children.  They  fupplied  their  hufbands,  fathers,  brothers,  and 
fbns,  with  arms  and  ftones  j  carried  them  refrefhing.beverage,  and  pre- 
iented  the  infants  a(  their  bofom,  exhorting  them  to  pity  and  proted 

*  FazcUo ;  tbe  $pd  of  the  fi»tbbook» 
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the  helplefs  and  the  innocent.     The  citizens  heard,  and  courageoufly 
defended  themfelvcs,  till  Peter  of  Arragon  came  to  their  relief*. 

The  Kings  of  Arragon  were  as  kind  t6  MeiEna  as  were  the  Kings 
of  the  Norman  race ;  by  whom  it  had  been  efpecially  favoured.  In 
the  year  1673,  when  Charles  the  Second  governed,  Meflina  was  dif- 
turbed  by  fadtions ;  one  of  which  was  fo  mad  as  to  betray  the  town  to 
Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  by  whom  however  it  could  not  be  maintained. 

It  was  feverely  chaftifed  by  Spain.  The  King  deprived  it  of  its  pri- 
vileges, and  the  council  of  its  former  authority.  The  city  fell  to  decay; 
but  it  once  more  recovered  under  Viftor  Amadeus  the  Second. 

In  the  year  1741,  Meflina  was  dreadfully  vifited  by  the  plague; 
which  was  foon  followed  by  a  deftrudive  kind  of  fmall  pox.  At  this 
time,  the  population  was  reduced  from  about  feventy  to  twenty  thou- 
fand  fouls.  It  is  aflirmed  that,  in  the  laft  century,  it  contained  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  inhabitants. 

It  was  half  deftroyed  in  1783,  by  the  earthquake:  but  it  has  in 
great  part  been  rebuilt,  and  the  flxeets  arc  now  more  fpacious  and 
handfome.  Their  houfes  are  palaces  :  yet  they  have  wifely  built  them 
only  two  (lories  high,  from  the  fear  of  future  (hocks;  when  the  higheft 
houfes  are  always  in  the  greateft  danger.  The  earthquake,  in  general, 
deftroyed  only  the  upper  (lories :  the  lower  parts  of  the  building  were 
moft  of  them  left  (landing.  Experience  has  taught  that  this  is  fre-- 
quently  the  ca(e :  for  which  reafon  thofe  people  who  can  preferve  their 
prefence  cf  mind,  amid  terror  fo  fudden^  feek  fafety  under  the  doors, 
and  windows,  rather  than  in  the  ftreet. 

The  undermoll  dories  of  the  new  houfes  are  built  upon  arcades,  in 
moft  of  which  there  are  (hops. 

The  earthquake  had  the  fame  eSed  here  on  the  women  as  in  Scylla. 
Some,  who  had  been  fixteen  or  eighteen  years  married  and  childlefs, 
conceived  and  brought  forth.    Of  thofe  who  were  pregnant,  when  the 

*  Tazello  :  the  end  of  the  eighth  book. 
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terror  of  the  fhocks  feizcd  them,  none  mifcarried.  I  yefterday  con- 
Terfed  with  a  woman  of  Naples^  who  has  much  courage  and  animation^ 
who  was  pregnant  when  her  houfe  was  thrown  down,  and  who  re-* 
mained  fixty-five  night*  without  a  bed  to  fleep  in.  This  too  was  from 
the  5th  of  February  ;  yet  (he  was  delivered,  at  her  proper  time,  of  a 
healthy  child^  and  was  well  herfelE 

The  Pda%ata^  which,  following  the  gentle  curvings  of  th€  fliore, 
was  built  the  whole  length  of  the  city,  muft  have  been*  the  moft  beau** 
tiful  ftrufture  of  its  kind.  It  conflfted  of  a  row  of  (imilar  palaces,,  that 
were  four  ftories  high ;  and  its  prefent  ruins  are  fufficient  proo&  of  ita 
former  grandeur^ 

The  reaibn  that  it  has  not  beea  rebuilt  is  the  defire  of  the  King  that 
it  fhould  be  as^  high  as  before  ;  from  a  fuppofition  that  it  proteded  the 
haven  again  ft  the  wind :  but  the  citizens,  taught  by^  experience^  dreaded 
a  building  of  four  ftories  high.  They  were  certainly  right  \  and,  fhould 
the  King  at  laft  accompUlh  Ids  often  intended  and  as  often  diiap- 
pointed  vifit  to  Sicily,  his  own  eye  would  convince  him  that  thehaven^ 
proteded  as  it  is  by  the  mountains  immediately  behind  the  city,  has 
ao  occafion  of  any  ihelter  from  the  wind  which  the  palaces  could 
afford* 

This  haven,  which  Charles  the  Sixth  made  a  free  port,  b  certainly 
one  of  the  fineft  in  Europe.^  The  long  and  broad  open  place,  betweea 
the  Palas&ata  and  the  fea,  ferves  the  inhabitants  as  a  walk ;  from  whicb 
there  is  a  grand  profped  toward  the  Faro,  and  the  coaft  of  Gdabria^ 
A  grove  of  elms  and.  poplars  is.  planted  hece^  whick  extends  to.  the  femi« 
circular  cape  At  the  extremity  of  this  wood  the  citadel  is  built ;  andl 
in  the  middle  of  the  haven  the  great  light-houfe  and  the  Lazaretto^ 
wh«e  the  mariners  that  come  from,  the  Levant  perform  qiiarandne*.. 

Thfr 

*  This  reftraiat  of  performing  quarantine,  idiich  is  not  alivays  of  forty  days  duration^, 
but  is  Ibortened  according  to  circuxnftances  and  feldom  increafed,  is  fo  injurious  to  th^ 
trade  o£  the  Levant  as  frequendy  to  be  its  deftruftion.    What  g^Q  o^  the  merchant 
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The  citadel  was  built  foon  after  Meffina  was  again  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Spain,  when  it  had  refigned  itfelf  to  Lewis  the  Fourteenth.  There  is 
Kkewife  a  ftfong  fortrefs  on  the  extreme  point  of  the  fickle,  or  cape } 
and  the  city  is  overlooked  and  defended  by  three  others. 

The  mountains  which  rife  behind  Meffina  in  the  form  of  a  half 
moon,  belong  to  the  mountains  which  the  ancients  fometimes  called 
Pelarium^  and  fometimes  the  mountains  of  Neptune.  They  extend 
from  Taormina  to  Cafid  di  Faro.  • 

Early  yefterday,  we  took  boat  at  the  haven  and  went  to  the  great 
light-houfe  ;  by  the  fide  of  which  is  tlje  whirlpool,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Charybdis  of  Homer  :  the  whirlpool  of  Capo  di  Faro  having  been  over- 
looked* Both  of  thefe  vrhirlpools  are  occafioned  by  the  conteft  that 
happens^  when  the  winds  and  currents  oppofe  eadx  other.  Our  fea-^ 
men  were  well  acquainted  with  the  other  whirlpool,  akd  faid  it  was 
much  the  ftrongeflr>  becaufe  the  ftrait  there  was  much  the  fmalleil. 
^  The  jdgtumi  ate  as  exccUent,  in  the  glrdens  of  Meffina,  as  they  are 
at  Re^gio.  .  The  fweet  kind  of  citron^  which  is  called  valenxiana^  is  as 
larger  as.  ji  finair  melon.  There  b  likewife  a  kind  of  citron  here,  and  in 
Caiabrm^. which  is  nearly  round,  but  fuddenly  pointed  at  the  end. 
This  too  is  a  fweet  fort,  is  more  odoriferous  than  the  other,  and  is 
di&cd  limBoella  di  Spiagna :  the  little  Spaniih  lemon. 
:  Meffina.  trades  largely  i^theproduds  of  the  illand;  wbidi  is  fo 
bountifiilly  gifted  by  nature.  The  principal  articles  are  coro^  oil,  "wiiaei 
filk,  riw  and  wrought,  fruits,  and  pot  affa. 

The.prefent  population  of  Meffina,  according  to  .different  accounts^ 

♦  •  •    '  *'  "  .      '.'  .    ■         '      .      .       '      ^    *       '  '     ."*      - 

receive  who  is  obliged  to  keep  his  whole  crew  ina£live  at  th^  Lazarettdy  or  in  a  veflel 

tefide  the  Lazaretto^  from  a  fortnight*  to  fiv6^and'fix  weeks  ?  T'he  Venetians  teckon  the 

quin^fitirie  fmM  the  day  oo  whielf  the 'Aif^  left  tHe't^k^efiift^eaadofthe  plague  s  wlix6h 

Q  etidently  more  rational.  It  is  alleged  that  the  feamen  might  have  had  intercourfe  with 

infe£ted  people  i  but  can   no  dependance  be  placed  on  the  uniform  teilimony  of  the 

crew? '-Could  no  penalty  be  irtflitfted^  on  falfehobd;  which  they  neither  all  wohM  wifli 

iior  all'irottU  dare  to  incur ;  amd  by  which- prcyaricaction^Ottli 'not  only  be  attendlcdwitK 

Ihamt  iMttpuniflihient  ?- 

is 
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is  cftimated  at  leaft  to  be  fix-and-thirty  thoufand.     The  air  is  very 
healthy  j  and,  compared  to  the  reft  of  Sicily,  is  cool. 


W] 
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Palermo,  5tli  June  1792. 

E  left  Meflina  early  on  the  31ft  of  May,  and  foon  came 
to  the  fteep  winding  road  of  a  mountain,  which  the  ancients  called 
Eunes^  and  Senes^.  Like  the  neighbouring  country,  it  is  covered 
with  broom,  brufhwood,  and  fern ;  and  would  afford  little  pleafure 
were  it  not  that,  on  one  fide,  there  is  a  profpeA  from  it  toward  the 
fea  and  Meflina,  whofe  circular  bay  and  cape  are  remarkably  charm- 
ing,  which  atones  for  the  barren  uniformity  of  the  other  fide. 

We  left  this  height  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fea,  and  foon  came 
to  a  diftria  in  which  the  induftry  of  the  people  appears  to  vie  with  the 
excellence  of  the  foil.  Among  the  tall  grain  ftood  the  mulberry^  the 
fig,  and  the  pomegranate  tree,  as  high  as  any  that  we  had  feen  in  the 
fineft  parts  of  Calabria.  Many  people  were  employed  in  ftripping  the 
leaf  from  the  mulberry  tree.  Like  the  wife  provifion  made  for  the 
camel,  which  kneeling  while  it  is  loaded  has  a  peculiar  Ikin  to  guard 
the  knee,  and  the  back  of  which,  that  it  may  bear  the  better,  is  gifte4 
with  a  kind  of  natural  faddle,  fo  the  growth  of  the  mulberry  tree, 
which  here  is  uncommonly  large,  forms  itfelf  in  a  manner  that  wpipen 
^nd  children  can  eafily  climb  to  its  topmoft  boughs;  The  filk*worm 
will  now  foon  begin  to  fpiti  j  and  they  give  it  leaves  in  plenty,  that  its 
produce  may  be  the  greater.  Both  the  kingdoms  have  two  annual 
iiarvefts  of  filk ;  an  early,  and  a  late.     The  early  filk  worm  fpins  at 

♦  ativ.5ic.  Am. 
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the  end  of  Maj,  or  the  beginning  of  June  :  the  late  at  the  end  of  JvUf. 
The  fiik  of  the  laft  is  the  fined.  The  culture  of  iilk  was  not  intredueed 
te  Italy  and  Sicily  by  the  ancients. 

The  fig  tree  here  attains  ^  great  fize.  I  hvr  a  targe  flock  of  ibcep 
Ke  at  their  eafe  under  the  (hade  of  a  fingTe  tree. 

We  faw  barley  reaped*  Other  barley,  nay  and  oat  fields  were  already 
again  prepared,  and  fowed  with  Turkifh  wheat  (maisse)  which  thej 
here  call  grana  if  India  j  Indian  com,,  and  granone^  or  great  com.  We 
fiiw  grain  of  this  kind,  in  fome  fields,  which  already  was  half  an  dt 
high.  The  earth  was  tumed  and  the  cloda  broken  vntK  the  hoe,  as. 
well  on  thefe  fields  that  were  agam/ibwed  as  on  thofe  that  had  been 
lately  ploughed.  It  is  a  troublefome  labour,  but  much  more  uicfiil 
than  our  harrow ;  the  ufe  of  which,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  is  unknown  in 
Naples  and  Sicily*.  The  rycj  which  here  as  in  Italy  is  called"  grano 
Germanor  or  German  com,  is  ready  for  the  fickle.  Befide  the  kinds  of 
wheat  known  to  us,  there  are  feveral  others  here,  of  which  I  mean  to 
be  better  informed.  Moft  of  the  wheat  and  the  rye  are  Ibwn  in  Fe- 
bruary, and  reaped  in  June. 

The  fields  in  general  are  planted  with  the  Indian  fig :  caffus  opuntla. 
This  remarkabfe  plant  is  at  prefent  ornamented  with  yellow  flowers. 
The  trees  of  the  two  fexes  are  different :  the  male  is  armed  with  large 
prickles,  but  the  fruit  of  the  female  is  preferredi  They  grow  to  fuch  a 
height  that  horfemen^  may  ride  under  them.  In  order  to  propagate 
^em,  you'  need  but  bury  a  leaf  in  the  earth.  Thefe  leaves  ferve  not 
only  to  bum  (jparticularly  for  killing  the  filk  worm)  but  they  are  like- 
wife  roafled,  foaked,  and  given  to  the  hogs. 

In  the  Terra  d^Otranto  and  in  Calabria,.  I  have  fcen  a  particular 
kind  oi  folanum^  or  nightfhade,  which  here  is  very  common.  The 
ftcm  ii  tolerably  hijgh,  has  jagged  prickly  leaves,  bears  clear  violet 
flowers  with  a  yellow  horn  in  the  middle,  and  its  fruit  is  a  yellow  berry 

^^La&erward  faw  ahamiw  indicJungdom  of  Naples. 
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of  the  fize  of  a  wild  apple ;  which  berry  is  full  of  kernels,  that  arc 
ufed  in  medicine  as  a  healthful  diuretic,  although  the  fruit  itfelf  is  poi- 
fonoiis.  Our  folanum  dulcamara^  which  grows  in  marfliy  places  and 
fprings  with  tender  branches  clinging  to  other  ftems,  having  a  fmaller 
darker  coloured  violet  flower,  and  a  rather  arched  thin  yellow  horn, 
from  which  a  little  (hining  red  berry  rifes,  appears  to  me  much  more 
beautiful  than  this  larger  kind.  It  is  found  in  both  kingdoms ;  but  more 
feldom  than  in  the  north  of  Germany,  and  in  Denmark. 

The  numerous  wild  plants  and  flowers  which,  with  us,  require  the 
utmoft  care,  and  then  can  fcarcely  be  produced,  gratify  the  eye  in  a 
delightful  manner.  The  ricinus^  from  which  the  celebrated  American 
oil  is  extra£ted,  grows  in  great  quantities  befide  the  oleander.  The  arti- 
choke, the  licorice,  and  the  horned  yellow  poppy,  all  grow  wild.  The 
wholefome  quality  of  the  licorice  occaiions  it  to  be  a  branch  of  trade* 
The  feamen  of  this  country  chew  the  licorice,  as  the  failors  of  the 
north  do  tobacco. 

The  praife  which  Horace  has  beftowed  upon  Tarentum  is  peculi- 
arly due  to  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  Sicily ;  for  the  fpring  is  long,  and 
the  winter  mild.  I  here  ftill  faw  the  white  ornithogalum^  with  tender 
purple  ilripes^  and  the  elder  tree,  in  bloom  ;  both  of  which  I  bad  {ttn 
blowing,  on  the  3d  of  February,  at  Terraclna.  Spring  and  fummer 
refide  together  in  the  fields,  bud  and  bear  on  the  fame  tree,  and  fome- 
times  extend  their  hofpitable  friendftiip  to  autumn.  What  a  country 
is  this  for  the  botanift,  who  here  may  find  unknown  plants  in  flower 
and  in  feed  at  the  fame  time  !  For  thefe  four  months,  I  have  continu- 
ally feen  the  orange  and  citron  tree,  bearing  their  aromatic  buds  and 
tlieir  golden  fruit. 

On  my  firft  day's  journey  from  Mefllna,  I  faw  a  grove  of  agrumi; 
the  trees  of  which  excelled  in  fize  all  that  I  have  met  with  in  Italy, ; 
nay  in  Sorento,  Taranto,  and  Regglo*     The  pomegranates  were  num- 
berlefs,  tall,  and  in  bloom ;  and  the  beauty  of  their  flowers  is  no  where 
iurpalfed.    The  charms  of  thefe  fmiling  regions  are  increafed  by  the 

Gg2  |>rofpe^ 
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profped  of  the  fea,  on  one  fide,  and  of  lofty  mountains,  on  the  other- 
Over  thefe  -^tna  is  occafionally  feen  lordly  to  rife.  We  difco-vered,  on? 
the  right,  the  fmall  cape  on  'which  Milazzo  ftands.  U  ^vaa  firfl;  built 
by  the  Mejfenii;  and  its  ancient  Greek  name  was  M)'la  ;  Mv>m^.^ 

In  the  evening^  we  took  up  our  abode  with  a  canon  of  ri^ozzo  di' 
Cotto.;  to  whom  we  had  a  letter^  and  who  received  us  kindty^  He  has 
a  large  garden,  in  the  cukivation  of  which  he  delights*  .  »  •  . 

On  the  I  ft  of  June,  we  pafled  at  one  time  through  firuitfut.planta»- 
tions^and  at  another  along  the  iandy  fhore  of  the  fea;  which  fanditfelf 
produces  numberlefs  plants :.  particularly  the  yellow  po|^py„  and  the 
Qleander..  About  noon,  we  afcended  the  mountain  T^ndaro ;,  leaving; 
the  monaftery  of  Santa  Maria  dt  Tindaro  on.  a  height,  by  the  fea,  fide^ 
Here  flood  a  Greek  town,  which  was  founded  by  the  Meffenii  in  the 
time  of  Diony fuis,  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe^.  Dionyfius  granted  them* 
land  to  till,  and  they  called  the  town  Tyndaris ;  dStQfTyndarusy  an  an- 
cient King  of  Sparta ;  becaufe  they  maintained  that,  in  very  ancient 
times,  Meffina  had  appertained  to  Lacedemonia  *.  This  town  gained. 
great  refped.  Qcero  calls  it  a  very  noble  city  ;  and.  its  people  the 
lollies  and  Mends  of  the  Romans^ 

On  the  left>  we  faw  the  mountain  caftle  of  the  little  town  of  Tripi;: 
which,  is  lield  to  be  the  ancient  Greek  towji  of  jibacaon^  the  Latin 
Abacitnum..     It  lies  on  the  rivcE  OJjveri^  the  bed  of  which  is  dry  ivl 
fommer.     We  pafled  it  juft  before  we  afcended  the  hill.     It  empties* 
itfelf  into  the  fea,  below  the  promontory  of  OJiverL    The  Greeks 

*  ThU  account,  from  Strabo,  contradifls  the  more  worthy.  telUmonjr  of  Thucydidea^j 
according  to  whom.Meflina  was  a.  colony  from  Cbakisy  in  Eutcea,  wa«,^rft  called  Zanchj^ 
and  had  the  name  of  Mrffina  given  it  by  the  tyrant  Anaxelcus :  becaufe  he  affirmed  he- 
was^  himfelf  of  iVf^m^n.  origin..    Tyndarus.waa  King  of  Sparta,  the  hufband  of  Leda, 
and  father  of  Caftor  and  Polluic,.  Helena  and  Clytemneftra.    The  fabk  fays  that  Zeus^ 
vifited  Lcda  in  the  form  of  a  fwan;  and  that  Caftor  and.Helen  were  produced  from  two» 
aggs  :.  Pollux  and  Clytemneftra  were  the  children  of  Tyndarus.    The  antiquity  of  this 
fiiblc  18  great,,  and* the  talc  is  diflTerently  told:  Pollux  is  now  the  fon  of  Zeus,  and; 
now  Caftor.    Homer  calls  Helen  the  daughter  of  Zeus  \  fagacioufly  omitting  the  egg. 
6»  called: 
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called  tStxiA  river  Hdicort^  Moft  of  the  rivers  of  Sicily  are  dPf  ia  fum« 
mcr,  or  reduced  to  very  (hallow  ftreama:  but  to  travellers  ia  winter 
they  are  very  inconvenient,  and  often  dangerous* 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  along  the  heights  of  the  promontory  of. 
Carava;  which,  though  fteep,  is  cultivated  for  the  vine  on  its  height*^ 
and  corn  below*  Its  point  is  £^  fteep  rock  ;  againft  which  the  waves 
break  and  foam*  We  proceed^  along  rough  paths  to  a  row  of  rocka^ 
on  the  topm^ft  of  which  a  t&wer  is.  built*  Nature  here  has  formed  for 
herielf  a  wall  of  rock  in  thefea ;  over  which  no  path  leads,  and  through 
which  a  hollow  way  has  neceflarily  been  cut.  This  place  is  called 
^orre  di  Ciavoli  t  or  Caftdh  di  Liagoi  Here  I  met  with  as  beautiful 
a  valley  as  I  have  ever  beheld.     I  might  indeed  fay  the  moft  boautifuU 

We  went  to  a  liVtle-  fortiTefs  called  Broh^  which  belongs  to  the  Mar-" 
ebeje  Lungtirm.  We  had  a  letter  to  the  fte ward  of  the  caftle,  given  us 
by  a  perfon  oiPoz%D  di  Gotto^  vfhoft  name  I  do  not  know,  who  had 
fi^en  nothing  of  us^  and.  without  our  knowledge,  at  the  requeft  of  out 
vetturintK 

This  caftle  ftandla  on  a  rock,  befide  a  gently  curving  bay-  of  the  fea, 
that  is  formed  by  two  promontories  :  the  Capo  Carava^  and  the  wide 
ftretching  Capo  drOrlando.  The  neighbouring  valley  extends  toward 
the  fea,  and  is  furrounded  by  feveral  mountains  in  the  form  of  a  cref^ 
cent.  Behind  the  lefler  heights  mountains  more  lofty  tower;  the  fides 
and  fummits  of  which  are  fhaded  with  foreft  trees  above,  and  with 
fruit  trees  and  vineyards  below.  Refrefhed;  by  the  mountain  winds 
and  the  fea  breezes,  the  valley  abounds  with  com  fields,  gardens,  vine- 
yards, and  groves.  Here  grew  the  largeft  poplars  I  ever  met  with  ; 
and  there  a  clufter  of  nvulberry  trees..  Gardens  feem  to  lofe  them- 
£elve$  in  the  foft  and  balmy  lap  of  nature  ;.  which  the  fcarceftand  moft 
delightful  plants  and  flowers  t)f  our  greenhoufe,  fpontaneouflyfcattered, 
render  enchanting,  and  perfume  the  air  ;  while  they  prefent  the  moft 
rapturous  variety  to  the  eye,,  when,  having  contemplated  the  fublime 
profpefts  that  the  mountains  and  the  fea  afford,  it  is  in  need  of  this  repofe.^ 

The 
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The  matrwho,  after  the  aftonifhment  which  obje£ts  fo  magical  excite^ 
^oes  not  feek  this  relief,  and  does  not  thus  recruit  the  eye,  enabling  it 
again  comprehenfively  to  rife,  but  ill  underftands  the  fovereignty  of 
tiature.  Here  the  changeable  objeds  and  forms  fupply  all  the  relief, 
all  the  repofe,  that  can  be  defired. 

.  The  wine  of  this  valley  is  generous.  Many  little  towns  are  built  on  the 
4ops  of  the  hills.  The  profpe£t  toward  the  fea  is  ftill  farther  enlivened 
ty  the  high  Lipari  iflands.  The  eye  lofes  itfelf  among  the  mountains, 
between  which  lie  numerous  valleys,  and  daric  dales,  that,  from  their 
diftance  and  the  deep  mountain  fhadows,  appear  buried  in  night.  The 
rivers  Nafo  and  San  Angclo  flow  on  the  two  fides  of  the  valley  toward 
the  fea* 

This  lovely  vale  is  called  Tiano  di  Brolo :  or  the  plain  of  Brolo.  Ex- 
clufive  of  its  other  advantages  and  charms,  it  abounds  in  clear  fprings  | 
which,  with  the  fea  breeze  that  blows  from  the  north,  and  the  moun- 
tains that  proted  it  from  the  noon-day  heats,  preferve  in  it  the  cooU 
nefs  of  eternal  fpring. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  we  heard  the  nightingale ;  among  the  blooming 
myrtles,  and  lofty  oaks,  of  the  mountain  Nt^.  We  foon  turned  our 
backs  on  the  promontory  of  Orlando^  and  proceeded  for  fome  leagues, 
between  the  fea  and  the  mountains,  among  valleys  which  all  of  them 
were  fimilar  to  the  vale  of  Brolo.  The  heights  are  fhaded  with  forefts ; 
and  their  fides  are  clothed  with  vineyards,  fruit-trees,  and  com.  The 
whole  narrow  plain  is  bedecked  with  blooming  and  fru<Stiferous  plants. 

*  Godofredo  of  Vlterbo  affirms  that  this  promontory,  and  that  of  Oliveri,  were  called 
after  the  two  famous  knights  of  Charlemagne>  Orlando  and  Oliver :  Sicily  being  the  laft 
theatre  of  their  fupematural  feats.  His  Latin  verfes  are  in  the  tafte  of  the  middk  ages ; 
a  tafte  which  has  extended  its  vitiated  uniformitj  over  all  literature,  from  Portugal 
y^  the  Poles,  from  Italy  to  the  kingdoms  of  the  North* 

Mons  iUJlat  magnus  \  qui  JHcitur  tjffe  Rotandus^ 

Alter  Oliverius  [Jltmli  ratiom  vocandm; 

HcQ  memoranda  truces  \  conftituere  Duces. 

The 
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'the  {hinkig  wavea  of  tkefea  broke  upoa  the  ihore^  and  bdd  projeding 
diffi  added  to  its  beauty* 

The  chaifi  here  bdongs  to  the  great  mountains,  which  the  Greeks 
called  the  mountaips  of  H^rt;  or  of  Juno  *.  It  extends  in  length 
from  the  middle  of  the  ifland  ta  this  place }  and  then  enlarges  ia 
breadth  till  it  unites  with  the  Pelorus. 

Diod&nis  JSci^tis  praiiies  tUs  country  for  its  mountain  heights,  cooU 
k^  airs,  frelh  fprtngs,  and  numerous  trees^ 

^^  LsHTge  oaks  yield  acomsthat  are  twice  the  ufceil  (ize.  Many  fruits^ 
^  vines,  and  apples  innumerable,  grow  of  themfelves.  They  once  fed 
^  a  large  army  of  the  Carthaginians*  Hese  is  a  woody  vale  of  godlike 
^  beauty,  confecrated  to  the  Nymphs,  in  which  Daphnis,  the  fon  of 
^  Hermes  and  of  a  Nymph,  was  bom/  He  was  called  Diaphnis  from^ 
^  the  laurel  tree*.  Educated  by  the  Nymphs,  he  here  kept  his  flocks, 
^  in  which  he  dearly  delighted,  and  was  called  the  herdfman :  BmoAo;* 
^  Born  with  the  gift  ofibng,  he  invented  paftoral  poetry,  and  of  a 
•*  kind  that  ftill  is  delightful-  to  Sicily.  He  was  apleafant  huntfman 
**  to  Artemis  ^i  and  gave  her  dei%ht  with  his  flute,  and  fhepherd*s 
"fongs^.'' 

It  is  not  known  where  this  woody  vale  confecrated  to  the  Nymphs 
was :  but  what  place  could  have  been  more  delicately  Telexed  than  the 
vsde  I  have  defcribed,  the  Piano  £  Brolo^  protected  as  it  is  by  the  (est 
and  the  mountains,  abounding  in  ^ngs,  and  bordered  by  two  flreams  ? 
Where  could  the  Goddefs  of  the  chace  hafire  found  a  more  enticing 
refidence  tban  among  thefe  fi3ireft-<:lothed  heights  ?  What  pafturage  fa 
welcome,  to  the  youthful  fliepherd,  as  tins  valley  ;^  rich  in  wood  and 

♦  Quv.  Sic.  Ant. 

f  IXana. 
.  J  Diod.  lib.  iv.  voll  i.  p.  347.  cd.  WcftL  Ii»Gr€ek,  the  laurel  is  called  Daphne ;  which. 
Mme  it  Teccivcd  after  the  metamorphoGs  o^  Daphne,  who  fled  from  Apollo.    Paftoraf 
poems  were  called  Bucolks^ftom  the  J^iephcnd  Daphnis  ^.becaufe  Bucolus  fignifies  a  herdf- 
man iiv  Greek* 

watery 
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MTAter,  and  clothed  with  the  brighteft  vtfAite  i6f Ipricg  ?  Wliere  could 
the  young  fon  of  Hermes  feel  infpiration  fo  fully  as  m  t&U  vale  \  when 
§e^^  ifljmdii  rodcB,  moiintainja,  groves,  vineyaTds, 'fields,  Tprisg^,  rivers, 
4nd  the  mlldeft  of  climates  combine  to  form  a  perfed:'  paradifc:  a 
place  which,  as  far  as  mj  knowledge  extends,  is  the  moft  beautiful  that 
the  world  affords  ?  ,      '  •        .      • 

T^e  love  of  this  valley  you  Dee  has  led  mte  bc|ck  to  it{  and  Inow 
quit  it  reluftantly,  though  hut  defcribiog  it  Ui'  a.l^aDet;  for  the  whde 
fliore,  as  far  as  the  mountain  FrauUo^  wiiich  lies  on  this  fide  Santa 
Agatha^  is  enchantingly  delighlfuL    .  . 

We.  here  paffed  San  Marco ;  which  place,  according  to  Quverius, 
was  the  aacient  Agatbyrnon  i  car  Agaibyma :  but  Amico  ♦  places  this 
ancient  town  ia  the  vicinity  of.  Capo  Orlando ;  and  is  of  o^^nion  that 
Aluntium^  which  was  likewife  a  very  ancient  town,  flood  here^  Hie 
founding  of  Agathyrna  was  afcribed  to  a  fon  of  j£olus,  the  ruler  of  the 
wi|ids«     Considerable  remaijo^  of  aa  aque^udk  are  here  found. 

Jslciffly  facing  Santa  Agatba^vtt  rode  oi6t  the  bed  of  the  river  Rof- 
Viifrino:  fo  called  becaufe  the! rofemary. grows  on  its  banks,  With  the 
oleander  and  myrtle.  A  pair  of  turtle  doves  took  flight  juft  before 
me  out  of  a  myrtle  in  bloom,  'where  probably  they  had  their  neft. 

We  remained  fomc  hours  in  Santa  Agatha;  where  about  forty 
faiiors  affembled  round  us,  with  whom  we  entered  into  converlation* 
The  youths  among  them  had  the  beautiful  Grecian  form.  About  ten  of 
them  placed  themfelves  in  a  circle,  as  if  they  would  dance.  The  others 
continually  endeavoured  to  piifli  one  of  them  out  of  the  row ;  and  if  they 
Aicceeded  all  the  reft  foUowci  Thpy  then,  exeirifed  themfelves  at  leap 
frog,  ftanding  in  a  row.  If  any  one  as  he  leaped  touched  the  bonnet 
of  him  who  ftood  up,  he  muft  then  ftand  in  his  place.  If  any  one  fell, 
he  was  teafed  with  perfevering  mockery  j  yet  did  not  lofe  hift  good 
temper. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  from  the  Frdtello  through  lefs  delightful 
*  Lexic.  Topographicum  Siculum. 
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5:ountries,but  ftill  among  blooming  and  odoriferous  herbage/  A  tfiiftle, 
bearing  a  large  high-yellow  fldwer,  grows  in  great  quantities  in  SicUf } 
and  is  worthy  of  being  received  among  the  flowers  of  out"  gardens. 

On  a  circular  inlet  of  the  fea  lies  the  little  town  of  Caroma.     This 
place,  becaufe  of  its  (ituation,  was  called  by  the  Greeks  Kx^nctKryi ;  the 
beautiful  fhore  ;  and  it  was  here  that  the  fugitive  Samii  were  invited 
to  fettle,  by  the  people  of  Meffina.     Of  the  treachery  of  th^fe  fettlcrs 
I  have  before  fpoken.   About  forty  years  afterward,  a  town  was  found* 
.  ed  here  by  Deucetius,  the  Sicilian ;  a  man  of  noble  birth,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  in  collecting  the  difperfed  tribes  of  the  Siculi  undef  his  banners. 
He  built  feveral  towns,  and  became  formidable  to  the  Greeks  who  were 
in  the  ifland  j  but  was  overcome,  after  a  fevere  battle,  by  the  people  of 
JSyracufe.     As  his  followers  continued  to  forfake  him,  and  he  believed 
himfelf  no  longer  iti  fafety.  among  th6fe  that  remained,  he  efcaped  from 
them  by  night,  proceeded  immediately  to  Syracufe,  ftationed  himfelf 
while  it  was  dark  befide  an  altar  which  flood  in  a  public  place,  and,  ag 
a  fugitive,  made  an  offer  of  himfelf  and  hiis  country  to  the  citizens.  The 
chiefs  of  Syracufe  affembled  the  people ;  and  fome  of  the  turbulent 
advifed  that  Deucetius,  the  enemy  who  had  done  them  fo  much  mif- 
chief,  fliould  be  puniflied :  but  wifer  citizens  replied,  •*  It  was  not  a 
*'  queftion  of  him  or  his  deferts,  but  of  how  it  became  the  Syracufans 
**  to  aft  ?     It  became  them  to  refpeft  the  ftranger,  and  the  unfortu- 
**  nate,  and  to  leave  vengeance  to  thfe  Gods."     Accordingly,  it  was 
unanimoufly  determined  to  fpare  him,  and  he  was  fent  to  Corinth  ; 
where  he  was  ordered  to  remain,  and  where  he  was  publicly  provided 
with  all  that  was  neceffary  for  his  maintenance  *. 

Under  the  pretext  that  he  was  commanded  by  the  oracle  of  Apollo 
to  people  the  beautiful  coaft  with  new  inhabitants,  Deucetius  left  Co* 
rinth,  contrary  tb  his  word,  and  took  fhip  ^/ith  a  fwarm  of  adventurers. 
Many  of  thofe  that  joined  him  were  Siculi ;  and,  among  others,  ^here 
was  ArcbonideSy  Prince  of  the  Erbital :  or  Herbitai. 

"  •  Diod.  lib.  xii.  vol.  i.  p.  474. 
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We  StrriYed  in  the  evening  at  a  littk  towa  called  San  Stefano ;: 
!wrhere  ve  were  takea  to  an  inn»  the  poyerty.of  which  terrified  us,  and^ 
its  want  of  cleanKnefs  ftill  more.  The  inns  of  Italy  have  not  renderedi 
as  fpoiled  children.  Our  vetturino,  who  is  a  good  and  an  a£tive  fel- 
low, procured  a  reception  for  us  in  the  palace  of  an  abfent  Prince; 
The  town  is  built  on  a  verdant  height,  by  the  fea  fide,  and  above  i^ 
jftahds  the  palace. 

On  the  jd,  we  rode  through  the  river  Tufa ;  leaving  thefmall  towni 
of  the  fame  name,  and  the  caftl?  b.uilt  on  higher  ground,  on  one  fide- 
Here,,  or  not  far  diftant,  ftood  the  Greek  town  of  Alafdi  or  Halafa  r 
'AAcB/o-ct  ^  *  AAoio-a:  which  was  fo  called  after  the  river  Alafus:  or  Ha^ 
la/us.  The  town  and  the  river  are  now  both  called  Tuia.  The  an- 
cient town  was  founded  l^y  Archonidea,  Prince  of  the  JTcrbitai;  after* 
having,  in  the  ffecond  year  of  the  944th  Olympiad,  four  hundred  and. 
three  years  before  Ghrift,  concluded  a  peace  with  Dionyfius  :  becaufe 
ie  wiflied  to  free  bis  town  from  die  multitude  of  foldiers,  and  mixture 
ef  foreigners,  that  were  drawn  thither  in  cxpedtation  of  wan  Many 
likewife  of  the  Herbit^l  infcribed  themftelves  as  citizens  of  this  colony#. 
-Archonides  gave  it  the  additional  name  of  Archontdlum ;  to  diftinguiflx. 
it  from  other  towns  of  Sicily,  that  were  lifcewife  called  Halafa.  In^ 
later  times,  when^  by  their  maritim«  fituation  and  the  freedom  whicht 
they  enjoyed  under  the  Romans,  the  people  were  become  confiderable^ 
they  denied  their  origin  j  being  afhamed  of  their  little  mother  town :: 
though  the  inhabitants  of  both  the  towns  continued  to  intermarry,  as 
late  as  the  time  of  Dicdorus*. 

A  tradition  is  mentioned  by  this  writer,  accordihg  to  which  HinAlco^^ 
the  leader  of  the  Carthaginians^  after  he  had  made  peace  with  Diony- 
fius, founded  the  town.     As  the  whole  coaft  confifts  of  bays  and  pro- 
montories,, and  the  narrow,  road  leads  continually  from  hilLto  hill,  thefe 
hills  and  coafls  afford  inceifant  variety. 

A.  boatman  told  us,  with.  a&imated  pride  of  heart,,  that  Sicily  ig 
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^called  the  vefdant  ifland*     The  lofty  ftiores  are  generally  grccn^  and 
blooming,  to  the  very  edge  of  the  fea.    . 

When  we  firft  landed  on  the  iiland,  we  were  amazed  at  the  frefh 
foliage  of  the  woods  and  hills :  for  the  deep  fhades,  which  the  moun- 
tains caft  over  the  vallies,  had  at  a  diftance  given  it  a  gloomy  appear- 
ance ;  and  it  feemcd  to  fuflPer  in  comparifon  with  the  fmiling  coaft  of 
Gilabria.  This  heightened  our  pleafure,  when,  approaching,  we  beheld 
its  groves,  fields,  vineyards,  mountains,  verdant  valleys,  and  purling 
brooks* 

Among  the  numerous  trees,  we  faw  plantations  of  the  round-leaved 
afh,  and  eork  tree  :  the  afli  was  every  where  fmall  and  flender.  Whe- 
ther none  but  thbfe  trees  in  which  iticlfions  are  made  in  the  bark  for  the 
fap  to  exude,  which  thickens,  becomes  what  is  called  manna,  and  con* 
flitutes  a  great  article  of  the  royal  revenue  of  the  King  of  Naples,  yield 
this  manna,  or  whether,  as  I  fufpeft,  thefe  horizontal  incifions,  which 
are  cut  clofe  above  each  other,  prevent  the  growth  of  the  tree,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  difcoven  Neither  can  I  tell  whether  the  manna  in 
Sicily  belongs  exclufively  to  the  iting.  I  think  I  have  heard  of  a 
plantation  which  was  the  property  of  a  Bardn, 

So  luxuriant  is  the  growth  of  numerous  plants,  that  the  rank  fcions 
of  various  kinds  twine  round  the  neighbouring  tree,  conceal  its  trunk, 
and  cling  about  it  fo  entirely,  with  their  twigs  and  fprouts,  that  leaves, 
flowers,  and  fruits,  of  differenlf  kinds,  all  mingle  together  in  the  moft 
lovely  and  playful  confufion.  You  imagine  you  fee  a  Cbrifthaum  *, 
■  which  the  creative  care  of  a  tender  mother  has  hung  with  numerous 
-fruits,  and  flowers.  They  moft  luxuriantly  prefe  upon  each  other 
where,  Bnder  acirock^  or-  among  th^  benching  roots'of  trees,  a  fpring 
bubbles ;  and  this  luxuriance  appears  the  greater  becaufe  the  protra(^od 
feaibn  d  ifpring  continues  to  (ppodtKe  buds,  and  bloom,  on  tiare  very 

•  I  cannot  difcovcr  what  tree  this  is,  if  it  be  not  a  tree  or  perhaps  a  pole  decorated  as 
the  author  defcribes  at  Chriftmas  \  pf6babty  stfterthe  cuftom  of  Germany.    T. 

H  h  2  twigs 
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twigs  that  have  for  montiis  been  covered  with  fruiU  Two  mornings 
ago,  in  the  garden  of  San  Stefano^  I  faw  an  apple  tree,  whichj  while 
it  bore  tolerably  large  apples,  wias  at  the  fame  time  in  bloom.  The 
wide  fpreading  myrtle,  and  the  lenUfcus^  were  remarkable  for  receiving 
the  fcions  and  (hoots  of  other  plants  among  their  branches  ;  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  native  beauties,  bedeckingtherafelves  with  foreign  charms. 

As  we  traverfed  the  winding  Ihore,  the  profpeds  toward  the  fea,  and 
the  profpeds  of  the  mountains,  continually  changing,  feemed  to  vie 
with  each  other.  At  one  moment,  we  could  difcover  a  fmall  dark  blue, 
or  emerald  green,  opening  of  the  fea ;  and  at  another  we  overlooked 
the  whole  coaft,  from  promontory  to  promontory,  till  the  objeds  were 
loft  in  the  azure  floods  of  the  horizon. 

The  promontory  of  Cefalu  appeared  at  a  diftance,  like  the  Cafo 
d*  Orlando^  to  be  a  high  ifland,  and  to  increafe  the  number  of  the 
Lipari  ifles.  It  is  formed  of  a  fteep  rock.  The  Greeks,  who  fuflfered 
no  refemblance  to  efcape  them,  called  the  town  which  they  built  upon 
it  Cepbaloedis^  or  Cepbaloedium :  becaufe  of  its  refemblance  to  a  head  : 
from  the  word  Qepbah^  the  he^d* 

Cluverius  remarks  that  the  moft  ancient  account  of  this  town  is 
found  in  Diodorus  ;  according  to  whom  Himiico,  the  Carthagiman, 
allied  himfelf  with  its  citizens  in  the  firft  year  of  the  96th  Olympiad, 
or  396  years  before  Chrift.  It  is  now  the  feat  of  an  Archbifhop ;  and, 
in  the  year  1760,  its  inhabitants  were  eftimated  by  Amico  at  five  thou* 
fand  four  hundred  ^. 

Cefalu  is  a  place  of  trade.  The  fishery  t>n  its  coaft  is  very  produc* 
live.  Ve0els,  even  of  three  mafts,  are  now  feen  on  the  coaft  of  Sicily, 
as  defcribed  by  Homer,  drawn  tipon  rollers  on  fliore,  and  fupported 
on  each  fide  by  ftakes. 

Round  the  town  and  befide  the  road,  as  we  left  it  on  the  4th,  we  iaw 
many  olive  trees :  nay  the  hills  were  almoft  covered  with  them*    To 

*  Lex*  Top,  Sjc.^ 

the 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOr-BERG.  ^i^ 

the  left,  wc  had  a  view  of  the  mountain  Madonia ;  and  before  us  was- 
the  high  hill  of  San  Calogero. 

We  rode  through  the  river  Grande^  that  divides  the  province  of 
Vd  Demonc^  which  we  now  firft  quitted,  from  the  province  Val  di 
Ma%ara.  Qn  the  banks  of  all  the  rivers  of  this  cpaft,  we  faw  tall 
ftems  of  the  oleander,  wnh  its  charming  red  flowers. 
.  Sicily  is  divided  into  three  provinces :  the  names  of  which  are  Val 
Dcmone^  Val  di  Mazara^  and  Val  di  Noto. 

We  found  the  country  people  already  bufy  with  their  wheat  harveft^ 
and  in  thrafhing ;  which  they  perform  after  the  manner  of  the  ancients. 
Two  oxen,  horfes,  or  mules,  are  driven  in  a  circular  diredion  over  the 
(heaves,  and  tread  the  grain  from  the  ear»  The  fheaves  are  fpread 
about  a  quarter  of  an  ell  in  height  i  for,  were  they  fpread  thinner,  the 
grain  would  be  cru{hed«  By  this  means  the  ilraw  becomes  foftened  y 
and,  though  it  is  of  a  much  ftronger  texture  than  with  us>  yet  from 
this  kind  of  thrafhing  it  affords  pleafant  fodder  for  cattle. 

Among  the  wild  plants,  I  faw  the  dark  x^fcahiofa  of  our  gardens, 
and  a  whole  field  of  hyffop  growings  The  day  before  T  had  feen,  at 
San  Stefanoy  wild  cucumbers  in  bud,  which  were  not  eaten.  The 
flax  likwife  grows  wild  in  both  kingdoms.  Great  quantities  of  a 
beautiful  clear  red  pink  *,  of  the  fame  colour  as  our  little  wild  pink  f , 
but  as  large  as  the  fmgle  garden  pink  of  this  fpecies,  are  now  in 
flower. 

About  noon  on  the  4th,  we  arrived  at  Termini;  and,  as  we  lefi 
the  town,  we  paffed  over  the  bridge  of  the  river  Termini.  Cluverius 
fuppofes  this  to  be  the  Hitnera ;  after  which  the  ancient  town  of  Hp^ 
mera  was  fo  called^ 

We  were  defirous  to  difcover  the  fpot  on  which  it  flood.  CIuveriiis> 
places  it  on  thef  left  bank  of  the  river  Termini  i  but  the  ground  confifla 
of  fteep  rocky  hills,  on  which  it  would  have  been  diflicult  to  build  a 

f  F^ldniOte.  jr  Grasnelke. 
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large  town  like  Kimera  ;  which  Pindar  calk  .the  mighty.  The  fpacc 
feems  infuflBcient.  Neither  do  I  find  any  height  on  which  the  army 
of  the  Carthaginians  encamped.  I  was  led  to  believe  for  a  moment 
that  the  town  was  built  in  the  valley  through  which  the  river  flows, 
and  where  the  gardens  of  the  people  of  Termini  now  arc:  but  I  wat 
foon  informed  that  this  valley  is  fubje£t  to  great  inundations.  I  there* 
ibre  think  the  opinion  of  Amico  probable,  who  fuppofes  the  river 
Grande  to  be  the  Hlmera^  and  the  ancient  town  to  have  been  built  oa 
its  banks. 

This  writer  likewife  fupports  the  opinion  of  the  ancients;  which 
"held  the  river  Salfoy  that  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  near  Alkata^  and 
that  was  likewife  called  the  Himera^  to  have  arifen  from  the  fame 
fource  as  the  other  Himera.  This  fource,  he  adds,  rifes  out  cS  the 
high  mountains  of  Madonla :  where  it  divides  itfelf  into  two  branches. 
The  mountains  of  Madonia  are  very  high  i  whence  you  may  eafily 
fuppofe  the  river  to  be  divided  into  two  branches.  The  Rhone,  the 
Reufs,  and  the  Tefm,  all  rife  out  of  the  Gothard,  near  each  other: 
although  the  Rhone  empties  itfelf  into  the  Mediterranean,  the  Reufs 
through  the  Rhine  into  the  North  fea,  and  the  Tefin  through  the  Po 
into  the  Adriatic.  Thus,  likewife,  the  Adda,  which  mingles  with  the 
Po,  rifes  in  the  glaciers  of  Bernini,  in  the  country  of  the  Grifons,  near 
the  Inn  4  which,  running  into  the  Danube,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Black 
fea;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  a  third  ftream  was  pointed  outtome, 
feVenteen  years  ago,  which,  flowing  to  the  Rhine,  is  thus  emptied 
into  the  North  fea. 

The  ancients  appear  to  have  been  furprifed  that  the  waters  of  the 
fouth  Himera  fhould  be  fait,  and  thofe  of  the  north  frefli ;  but  there  is 
nothing  wonderful  in  it,  if  we  may  believe  Amico ;  who  tells  us  that 
there  are  fait  fprings,  which  run  into  the  river  Salfo  near  the  ancient 
Enna  *  1  the  prefent  Cqflro  Giovannu 

According  to  Thucydides^  Himera  was  peopled  from  Z ancle:  or 

*  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 
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Jtleflinai  The  colbniffis,  who  followed  Euclldes,  Simos,  and  Saco,  were 
jpined  by  others  from  Syracufe  y  from  which  city  many  were  driven  by 
an  oppofite  faftion^  The  language  of  Himera  was  a  mixture  of  the 
Chsdcidenfiaa  arul  Dbric  dialeds«  Mefllna  was  a  colony  from  Chalcis,. 
in  Euboea^.  and  Syracufe  from  Corinth  :  but  the  Corinthians  were  of 
Dorisy.and  the  Doric  laws  prevailed  in  Himera. 

The  poet  Stefichorus  was  a  native  of  Himera :  to  whom  we  ate 
indebted  for  the  beautiful  fable  of  the  horfe,  that  loft  his  freedom  h^ 
cau£e  he  called  on  man  for  help  againft  the  ftag.  It  has  been  charmv^ 
ingly  g?ven. by  Hxiracc,  and  La  Fontaine;  each  in  his  peculiar  way;- 
It  was  invent€;d  by  the  Greek  poet,  to  exhort  his  fellow  citizens  to 
Goncocd  }  and  to  warn  them  againft  the  ambitious  defigns  of  Phalaris,. 
the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum,  According  to  the  teftimony  of  the  an-P  . 
aients,.  Stedchorus  was  a  great  poet ;,  and  his  daughter  inherited  his 
talents^ 

It  was  in  the  time  of  Phalaris  that  the  people  of  Himera,  being: 
called  on  fbr  ^d  by  a  party  of  the  divided  Rhegium,  treacheroufly 
ieized  on-  this  town* 

Himera  was  fubjed  to  difierent  tyrants.  It  was  befteged  by  the* 
Carthaginians,,  when  governed  by  Theron  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum*' 
As  one  of  the  moft  famous  vidtories  of  Greece  was  gained  under  its 
walls,,  by  which  the  fete  and  the  freedom  of  Sicily  were  favourably 
decided,,  permit  me  to  give  you  the  account  of  it  from  Diodorus« 

"  The  Carthaginians  promifed  Xerxes  that,  at  the  time  when  he 
•*  ihould  invade  Greece,  they  would  feize  on  the  Greek  towns  of  Si- 
**  dly^  Having  armed  themfelves  for  the  war,  they  fent  Hamilcar,  a 
•*  very  confiderable  leader,,  on  this  expedition  *•  He  took  fhipping 
^  from  Carthage  with  three  hundred  thoufand  foldiers,  two  thoufand 
^  galleys  of  war,  and  above  a  thoufand  tranfports ;  and  loft  his  cavalry ' 

♦  This  Hamikar  muft  not  b«  confounded  with  the  great  Hamilcar  Bircas,  the  father ' 
of  Hannibal.    The  Hamilcar  here  mentioned  lived  above  two  hundred  years  before 
Barcas*. 

••and 
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*'  and  chariots  by  a  ftorm.  Having  reached  the  port  of  Panormus 
**  (the  prefent  Palermo)  he  gloried  in  having  ended  the  war :  fearful 
^*  till  then  that  the  fea  would  favc  the  Sicilians. 

**  When  he  had  relied  three  days,  to  refrefh  his  army  and  repair  his 
**  fliips,  he  marched  againft  Himera ;  while  his  fleet  proceeded  along 
**  the  coaft.  He  encamped  before  Himera,  and  drew  his  fhips  on 
^  fliore :  where  he  furrounded  them  with  a  deep  moat,  and  a  wall  of 
**  wood.  He  fortified  his  camp  exadly  facing  the  town,  and  extended 
"  It  from  the  ftation  of  his  (hips  to  the  hills  which  overlook  the  town  ; 
"  of  the  weftern  fide  of  which  he  was  thus  wholly  poflefled.  He  em- 
ployed the  flower  of  the  army  in  repelling  the  failles  of  the  befieged ; 
many  of  whom  he  killed,  and  threw  Himera  into  great  confl:erna- 
•'  tion. 

"  Theron,  who  ruled  in  Agrigentum,  and  who  defended  Himera 
**  with  a  confiderable  force,  began  to  be  alarmed  ;  and  fent  to  Gelo,  his 
"  fon- in-law  at  Syracufe,  for  immediate  aid.  Gelo  had  already  armed ; 
*-  and,  when  he  heard  that  the  courage  of  Himera  was  funk,  he  marched 
"  with  fifty  thoufand  foot  and  five  thoufand  horfe  to  its  relie£  For 
*'  the  fecurity  of  his  camp,  he  profited  by  the  fituation  of  the  country ; 
^'  and  fent  all  his  cavalry  againft  the  difperfed  foragers  of  the  foe,  of 
**  whom  he  made  more  than  ten  thoufand  prifoners. 

"  The  fame  of  Gelo  revived  the  courage  of  the  befieged  j  and  he 
**  fought  a  favourable  opportunity  when  he  might  furprife  the  Car- 
•*  thaginians,  and  deftroy  them  by  ftratagem.  He  learned  that  Ha- 
"  milcar  had  fet  a  day  apart  for  a  folemn  facrifice,  to  Neptune ;  and 
••  that  this  ceremony  was  to  be  performed  at  the  ftation  of  the  ftiips.  A 
**  hotfeman  likewife  brought  him  a  meffenger,  whom  he  had  taken 
•*  prifoner,  who  bore  letters  from  the  Sclinufttii  to  Hamilcar  ;  in  which 
"  they  promifed  him  that  the  cavalry  he  defired  fliould  be  fent,  on  the 
"  day  he  had  appointed. 

^  This  day  was  the  fame  on  which  the  Carthaginian  general  was  to 
^  perform  his  facrifice  j  and  Gelo  fent  a  body  of  horfe,  which  at  break 
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■*  of  day  was  to  ride  immediately  into  the  ftation  of  the  fhips  of  Ha- 
**  milcar,  as  if  they  were  the  expeded  Selinuntii  :  commanding  them, 
**  as  foon  as  they  were  within  the  wooden  wall,  to  kill  Hamilcar,  and 
"  fet  fire  to  the  (hips.  He  likewife  placed  fpies  on  a  neighbouring  hiH, 
"  who  were  to  give  a  token,  as  foon  as  the  cavalry  had  entered  the  Ihip 
"  ftation ;  and  this  token  early  in  the  morning  he  waited  for,  at  the 
^*  head  of  his  army. 

"  The  cavalry  was  admitted  without  fufpicion,  by  the  Carthaginian 
"  guards,  and  killed  Hamilcar  at  the  facrifice,  and  fet  fire  to  the  fleet. 
**  The  fpies  gave  the  fignal,  Gelo  led  his  whole  army  againft  the 
"  enemy's  camp  in  battle  array,  and  the  Carthaginians  faced  him 
"  boldly,  and  fought  courageoufly.  The  trumpets  of  the  Sicilians, 
*'  and  of  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  war  cry  of  both  armies,  refounded 
"  with  emulative  din.  Victory  remained  doubtful :  but,  when  the 
^'  flames  of  the  ihips  began  to  rife,  and  meffengerg  announced  that  Ha«^ 
*'  milcar  was  flain,  the  increafmg  courage  of  the  Syracufand  raged 
**  anew  againft  the  difpirited  enemy,  who  took  to  flight.  Gelo  conx- 
^^  manded  that  all  fhould  be  put  to  the  fword ;  and  above  a  hundred 
"  and  fifty  thoufand  Carthaginians  were  flain.  The  remainder  with*- 
*'  drew  to  a  favourable  fituation,  and  efcaped  beiqg  feized  by  the 
**  Sicilians  :  but  the  want  of  water  obliged  them  to  furrender  to  the 
"  vidtors. 

"  The  fame  of  Gelo  refounded  after  a  viftory  fo  famous,  from  the 
"  fubtlety  of  the  ftratagem  employed,  the  multitude  of  the  flain,  and 
the  great  number  of  the  prifoners.  He  was  equalled  to  Themiftocles : 
nay  fome  maintained  that  the  Greeks  were  indebted  to  Gelo  for  the 
vidory  of  Salamis ;  for  that  the  battle  of  Himera  had  raifed  the  cou- 
**  rage  of  the  Greeks,  and  had  taught  them  not  to  be  terrified  by  the  vaft 
"  multitudes  of  a  barbarous  enemy.  The  vanquiflied  Xerxed  with* 
**  drew,  with  many  of  his  thoufands.  Of  the  Carthaginians  fcarcely  a 
*'  meflfenger  efcaped. 

"  On  the  very  day  that  Gelo  gained  this  great  battle,  Leonidas,  with 
Vol.  II.  I  i  "  his 
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"  his  heroic  band  of  Spartans,  fell  at  Thermopylae :  as  if  forae  God 
''  had  ordiined  that  the  moft  fiimous  victory  and  the  moft  glorious  de- 
"  teat  of  which  the  Greeks  could  boaft  fhould  happen  at  the  fame 
**time*/' 

This  battle  was  fought  in  the  firft  year  of  the  75th  Olympiad,  497 
years  before  the  birth  of  Ch  rift. 

Theron  governed  Himera  in  the  perfon  of  his  fon,  Thrafydaeus,  and 
ruled  oppreffively.  The  people  fcnt  to  Hiero,  the  firft  of  the  name, 
who,  after  the  death  of  his  brother  Gelo,  had  fucceeded  him  in  power  : 
promifmg  him  to  furrender  the  town,  and  fight  with  him  againft  The- 
ron ;  who  intended  to  make  war  on  Hiero.  But  Hiero,  being  reconciled 
to  Theron,  betrayed  to  him  the  oflFers  of  the  people  of  Himera :  many 
of  whom,  after  Theron  had  learned  the  truth,  he  put  to  death. 

To  repeople  the  town,  Theron  gave  the  right  of  citizenfhip  to  the 
Dorians,  and  others,  whofe  inclinations  led  them  thither.  Thrafydaeus 
fucceeded  his  father,  in  the  government  of  Agrigentum  and  Himera  j 
which,  with  his  life,  he  foon  loft  f . 

The  people  of  Himera  were  only  fuffered  to  live  fifty-eight  years  in 
concord  and  profperity,  with  their  new  aflbciates,  before  they  were 
again  befieged  by  the  Carthaginians  ;  under  a  leader  named  Hannibal, 
who  had  taken  and  deftroyed  Selinus,  feventy-one  years  after  they  had 
been  delivered  by  Gelo.  They  defended  themfelves  with  great  cou- 
rage ;  though  many  of  the  citizens  had  fled,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  to  Syracufe. 

A  fleet  of  five-and-thirty  galleys  from  Syracufe,  that  was  coming  to 
their  aid,  appeared  in  fight,  juft  as  a  part  of  the  walls  fell  before  the 
battering  rams  of  the  Carthaginians  ;  and  the  town  was  taken.  The 
Carthaginians  maflfacred  them  without  pity,  till  Hannibal  commanded 
them  to  preferve  theii"  prifoners.     Himera  was  then  plundered  ;  and 

iJoiaraTw  hrrav.     Diodt  lib.  xi.  vol.  i.  p.  420. 
f  Diod.  p«  144. 
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Hannibal  fuffered  the  temples  firft  to  be  ftripped  and  then  burned, 
after  he  had  emptied  them  of  the  fugitives.  Thus  Himera  was  razed 
to  the  ground,  in  the  4th  year  of  the  ninety-fecond  Olympiad,  409 years 
before  Chrift,  after  it  had  been  built  240  years.  The  women  and 
children  were  difperfed  among  the  army  :  but  the  men  imprifoned,  to 
the  number  of  three  thoufand,  were  led  by  Hannibal  to  the  place  where 
Hamilcar,  his  grandfather,  had  been  killed,  and  there  they  were 
fcourged  and  put  to  death*. 

Two  years  afterward,  at  a  diftance  from  the  late  Himera,  the  Car- 
thaginians founded  a  new  town  ;  which,  from  the  warm  fprings  that 
rife  there,  was  called  Tberma-bydata:  warm  water  :  and  Tberma-bydata^ 
Himeraa :  warm  Himerian  water.  In  one  of  his  orations  againft 
Verres,  Cicero  informs  us  that,  after  the  deftrudlion  of  Himera,  the  re- 
maining citizens,  meaning  no  doubt  thofe  who  had  fled  with  their 
wives  and  children  to  Syracufe,  repaired  to  this  new  town.  After  the 
conqueft  of  Carthage,  whenScipio  reftored  to  different  towns  of  Sicily 
the  things  of  which  they  had  been  plundered  by  the  Carthaginians,  he 
likewife  fent  back  the  Thermatanian  ftatues,  which  had  formerly  embel- 
liflied  Himera  j  and,  among  others,  the  ftatue  of  the  poet  Stefichorus. 

The  fprings,  from  which  the  town  took  its  name,  are  very  hot ;  and 
were  remarkable  for  their  healthy  effeds.  According  to  the  fables  of 
the  ancients,  the  Nymphs,  at  the  defire  of  Minerva,  had  given  them 
their  origin,  for  the  benefit  of  Hercules. 

The  town.  Termini,  did  not  acquire  the  rank  which  Himera  had 
jnaintsdned  :  yet  it  was  early  efteemed  one  of  the  confiderable  towns 
of  Sicily.  Amico  ftates  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  to  be  eight  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred. 

On  our  prefent  journey,  toward  the  land,  inftead  of  woody  moun- 
tains, we  generally  faw  naked  heights  ;  between  which  and  the  fea 
<:orn,  wine,  and  oil,  are  cultivated.     The  high  budding  branches  of  the 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  voL  i.  p.  588. 
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aloe  were  unfolding  their  gaudy  flowers.  This  plant  is  as  common 
here  2iS  iht  ca&us  oJ)uulia ;  both  of  which,  in  Sicily,  ferve  to  enclofe 
and  hedge  the  lands. 

The  promontory,  Monte  Gerhlno^  poflTefTes  pi<a;urefque  beauties, 
which  would  be  greater  were  it  not  fo  naked.  The  wine  that  is  produced 
at  its  feet  is  generous  ;  and,  forbidden  as  it  is  to  Miiffulmen,  it  muft 
have  met  with  their  approbation :  for  the  name  Gerbin^  which  the  Sa- 
racens gave  the  promontory,  in  Arabic  fignifies  a  wine  calk.  It  is 
likewife  called  the  promontory  of  Zaffarana. 

Before  we  reached  the  promontory,  we  faw  a  multitude  of  fifliing 
boats  in  the  fea,  that  were  employed  in  the  tunny  fifliery.  We  de- 
fcended,  rowed  toward  them,  and  went  on  board  one  of  the  boats,  that 
we  might  view  this  fpedacle.  Numerous  fifliing  boats,  in  four  divifions, 
had  ftationed  themfelves  round  a  large  and  ftrong  net.  One  large 
boat,  in  which  there  might  be  about  a  hundred  fifliermen,  took  in  a 
whole  fide  of  the  net.  Thefe  men  were  all  employed  at  once  in 
drawing  it  toward  their  fide,  and  in  gradually  approaching  the  boats 
tiiat  were  ftationed  oppofite  to  them.  No  fifli  at  firft  were  heard  in 
the  yet  deep  nets  :  fear  no  doubt  occafioned  them  to  be  quiet :  but  by 
degrees  their  alarm  increafed,  and  they  fwam  fearfully  and  rapidly 
round  in  a  circle.  Their  terror  was  heightened  by  the  fifliermen  ;  who 
fhoutedy  to  preveat  any  of  them  from  fpringing  over  the  net  and  efcap- 
ing  between  the  boats.  As  thoy  felt  themfelves  more  imprifoned,  theilr 
diftrefs  becanie  more  boifterous.  They  fprang,  fplafliing  up,  filling 
the  mouth  of  the  net  with  white  froth,  and  dafliing  the  water  over  the 
boats  with  a  loud  noife. 

Among  thefe  tunny  fifli  fome  were  as  large  as  dolphins*  The  fiflier- 
men ftruck  the  upperrooft  with  long  poles,  that  were  armed  with 
iron  hooks ;  and,  when  they  had  drawn  their  booty  near  the  boat, 
they  ftruck  others  with  the  ftiort  pointed  hooks,  and  thus  drew  them 
on  board  ;  fo  that  the  water  was  tinged  with  blood.  At  laft,  juft  as 
the  net  was  drawn  up,  fcveral  of  the  fiihermen  jumped  into  the  cham- 
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bcr  of  death;  for  fo  they  call  the  net  at  this  moment ;  and  began  to  kill 
the  remainder.  They  fuppofed  they  had  taken  about  a  hundred  fifli ; 
the  weight  of  which  they  eftimated  at  a  hundred  cantari  *. 

The  fifhing  being  over,  we  were  rowed  toward  the  inn  to  which  we 
had  fent  our  mules.  A  hot  fcirocco  wind  blew,  the  inn  was  wretched, 
and  we  were  very  glad  at  receiving  an  invitation,  from  a  fteward  of  the 
Marcbefe  Santa  Croce^  to  dine  in  the  neighbouring  palace  of  the  abfent 
poflelTor.  He  gave  us  fome  of  the  country  wine  ;  of  which  that  which 
had  been  kept  a  year  was  good,  but  that  which  was  nine  years  old 
was  excellent.  He  likewife  fupplied  us  with  beds,  and  cool  cham* 
bers  ;  where  we  repofed  during  the  heat  of  the  day. 

In  moft  of  the  palaces  of  the  grandees  in  Naples  and  Sicily,  there  are 
large  chambers  that  are  unfurnifhed.  Thefe  great  buildings  are  left 
empty,  and  defolate,  becaufe  they  are  feldom  inhabited  by  their  owners. 
Many  a  Barone  dies  without  having  vifited  his  eftate.  This  palace  was 
beautiful,  and  handfomely  furnifhed  :  for  it  was  frequently  vifited  by 
the  pofleflbr. 

Adjoining  the  promontory  of  Monte  Gerbino^  on  the  caflern  fide  of 
the  hill  Alfano^  the  fortrefs  of  Solanto  Hands.  Here  once  flood  the  an- 
cient town  of  Solus :  or  Solentum  :  XoAoei^^  2oAa$.  It  was  firft  a  prin- 
cipal colony  of  the  Phoenicians  j  and  afterward  of  the  Carthaginians. 
It  is  mentioned  by  Hecataeus ;  a  writer  of  the  time  of  Darius,  the  fon 
of  Hyftafpesf*  About  thirty  years  ago,  a  Sicilian  nobleman,  named 
Lancelotto  Cajldlo^  defcribed  the  remains  of  Solus ;  and  about  two 
hundred  years  before  him  Fazello  did  the  fame. 

A  German  mile  on  this  fide  Palermo,  or  thereabout,  we  came  to  the 
palace  of  Prince  Palagonia  j  fo  celebrated  for  its  fantaftic  decorations  \. 

*  The  cantaro  contains  100  rotoli :  the  rotoio  is,  to  a  Hamburgh  pound,  as  6677  to 
10,080  J  and,  to  the  pound  of  Cologne,  as  6677  to  9728.  The  weight  of  the  largeft 
tunny  fifii  of  the  prefent  draught  was  fuppofed  to  be  3  cantari :  but^  according  to  the 
fiihennen's  account,  a  tunny  fi(h  will  frequently  weigh  from  6  to  7  cantari. 

t  Cluv.  Sic.  Ant.  t  See  Brydone's  Tour :  vol.  ii.  letter  2a.    T. 
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Its  former  pofleflbr  is  dead ;  and  his  fucceflbr,  the  prefent  owner,  was 
his  half  brother  and  fon-in-Iaw.  Though  many  of  the  monfters  are 
removed,  yet  the  whole  of  the  flat  roof  and  the  enclofed  court  are  dif- 
figured  by  odious  abfurdities.  In  the  language  of  Horace,  they  may 
be  called  the  dreams  of  the  fick ;  and  the  dreams  of  the  fick  cut  in 
ftone,  you  may  well  fuppofe,  are  very  difgufting :  efpecially  as  the 
imagination  of  the  inventor  was  as  barren  as  his  tafte  was  depraved. 
As  he  was  denied  the  merit  of  variety  in  unity,  by  which  the  beautiful 
is  charaftcrized,  he  was  defirous  to  fatiate  his  inordinate  caprice  by  the 
number  of  its  objefts.  His  wretched  ideas  have  been  executed  by 
artifts  worthy  of  their  employer. 

Within  the  walls  there  are  only  fome  chambers  remaining  furniftied 
as  they  were  in  the  time  of  the  late  prince.  It  grieved  me  to  fee  the 
houfe  inhabited,  efpecially  by  children  :  for  it  may  well  be  fuppofed 
that  an  early  familiarity  with  fuch  naufeous  abortions,  of  a  limited  and 
lunatic  brain,  muft  ^produce  an  injurious  eflfed  on  the  tender  organs  of 
childhood. 

Th6  fituation  of  the  palace  and  its  garden  is  very  gloomy :  as  like- 
wife  aire  the  fituations  of  feveral  palaces  and  gardens  that  we  faw  on 
the  roaci.  The  gardens  did  not  become  pleafant  till  we  approached 
Palermo. 

We  had  a  broad  high  road  from  Termini  to  this  principal  city  of 
the  ifland  ;  but  the  duft  and  heat  were  difagreeable.  We  had  a  ftrong 
wind  J  but  it  came  loaded  with  the  hot  vapours  of  Africa. 
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LETTER    LXXXVir. 

Palermo,  pth  June  J^9^^ 

Jl  ALERMO  is  built  on  a  cape  that  unites  the  weftward 
mountains  with  the  promontory  of  Pelegrino  ;  which  extends  itfelf 
and,  with  the  promontory  of  ZafFarana  toward  the  eaft,  forms  a  bay. 
It  is  remarkable  that  moft  of  the  promontories  of  this  north  coaft  of 
Sicily  confift  of  hills,  that  are  connedted  with  the  mountains  by  inferior 
capes ;  and  that  they  appear  at  a  diftance  as  detached  mountains  ;  and 
frequently  like  thofe  of  the  Lipari  ifles,  that  rife  out  of  the  fea. 

The  founders  of  the  ancient  town  are  uncertain.  Panormus,  the 
former  name  of  Palermo,  fignifies  in  the  Greek  a  great  haven  ;  and, 
as  the  haven  of  this  place  is  large  and  excellent,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  but  that  it  was  thus  named  by  the  Greeks* :  though  it  has  been 
differently  interpreted,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  Greeks,  and  of 
what  tribe,  were  its  firft  inhabitants.  I  conjedlure  that  the  Phocenfes, 
who,  as  Thucydides  tells  us,  after  having  befieged  and  taken  Troy  with 
the  other  Greeks,  were  firft  driven  by  a  ftorm  on  the  coaft  of  Africa 
and  afterward  failed  over  to  Sicily,  either  founded  this  town  or,  after 
having  expelled  the  ancient  inhabitants,  gave  it  the  namejt  boref. 

Thucydides  adds—  "  After  many  of  the  Greek  ihips  had  arrived,  the 
"  Phoenicians  forfook  moft  of  their  places  ;  and  fettled  in  Mo ty a,  Solus ^ 
"  and  Panormus^  near  to  the  Elymi ;  depending  on  their  alliance  with 
"  thefe  people,  and  their  vicinity  to  the  Carthaginians." 

It  was  between  four  and  five  hundred  years  after  the  deftrudion  of 

♦  Diodorus  f.^ys  of  Pyrrhus  :  *Ei/dj;j  mev  stti  mv  twv  Havo^fjurav  5roXiy,  sx^^av  hifxtva  hoO<^tov 

Pyrrhus  landed  at  the  city  of  the  Panormites,  which  had  the  beft  haven  of  all  the 

towns  of  Sicily  ;  whence  it  derived  its  name.  Lib.  xxii.  vol  ii.  p.  498,  ed;  Weflel. 

t  Thuc.  lib.vi.  p.  378. 
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Troy  that  the  firft  Greek  colonies  came  to  Sicily  ;  and  the  Phoenicians 
gave  place  to  them  as  their  numbers  rendered  them  powerful.  They 
might  at  that  time  have  been  fome  centuries  in  pofleffion  of  Solus,  and 
Panormus  ;  and  have  taken  them  from  the  Phocenfes.  It  was  a  hun- 
dred and  fixty  years  after  the  founding  of  Naxus,  the  firft  of  the  Greek 
polonies,  and  in  the  fiftieth  Olympiad,  before  Mptya  was  inhabited  by 
ihe  Greeks  of  Cnidos,  from  Caria*.  But  it  was  foon  afterward  taken 
pofleffion  of  by  the  Afiatic,  and  African,  or  Carthaginian,  Phoenicians 
.in  common.  We  learn,  from  the  orations  of  Cicero  again  ft  Verres, 
that  Panormus  enjoyed  great  privileges  under  the  Romans.  In  a  letter 
from  this  city  to  the  Emperor  Adrian,  it  calls  itfelf  a  republic ;  and 
though  this  word  does  not  always  fignify  complete  independance,  for 
Tacitus  likewife  calls  Neapolis  a  republic,  ftill  it  denotes  extraordinary 
privileges.  Under  the  Arabs,  this  place  was  the  refidence  of  the  Emir 
Chbir :  that  is  the  chief  governor  of  the  Sultan  of  Egypt.  The  other 
J^mirs^  or  Governors,  were  at  all  times  fubje£t  to  the  Emir  Cbbin 
The  Arabs  called  this  city  Ballrmu. 

Palermo  is  regularly  built.  It  is  divided  into  four  nearly  equal 
parts  by  two  principal  ftreets,  that  crofs  each  other,  that  are  equal 
in  their  breadth,  and  that  would  be  beautiful,  if  the  houfes  were 
better  built. 

According  to  an  excellent  cuftom  of  Italy  and  Sicily,'  each  window 
has  its  balcony,  with  an  iron  railing.  In  warm  climates,  it  is  not 
merely  agreeable,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  enjoy  the  cool  of  the 
evening.  But  thefe  balconies  do  not  give  the  ftreets  a  good  appear- 
ance :  efpecially  when,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  they  are  floped  without 
tafte.  .  In  long  ftreets,  which  at  the  farther  end  appear  narrow,  you 
feem  as  if  you  were  fliut  up  in  an  iron  cage. 

The  city  contains  above  a  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.     Thirty 

•  We  fliould  remember  that,  when  the  ancients  fpeak  of  the  Greek  colonies  in 
Sicily,  they  always  mean  thofe  who,  in  confequence  of  the  anfwer  given  by  the  oracle 
of  Apollo,  fettled  in  Naxus,  and  Syracufe  ;  and  not  of  the  Greeks  of  a  much  earlier 
age. 
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years  ago,  thq  people  were  numbered  at  one  hundred  and  two  thou- 
fand  one  hundred  and  fix  *  ;  and,  {ince  then,  the  population  has  in- 
creafed :  but  the  ufual  eftimate  of  Palermo,  which  ftatcs  the  popula- 
tion at  a  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand,  is  exaggerated. 

Palermo  is  the  feat  of  the  viceroy,  of  the  archbifliop,  who  is  primate 
of  the  kingdom  and  chief  of  the  Braccio  Eccleftajiico^  or  fpiritual  court, 
and  of  the  Giudice  della  Monarcbia;  which  is  the  title  of  a  principal 
^cclefiaftic,  who  is  the  vice  legate  of  the  Pope,  and  nominated  by  the 
King.  Roger  the  Second  Count  of  Sicily,  about  the  end  of  the  ele- 
venth century,  was  appointed  by  Pope  Urban  the  Second  as  the  Papal 
legate  in  Sicily.  When  in  the  year  1 129  he  aflumed  the  title  of  King, 
he  continued  in  this  fpiritual  office ;  and  his  fucceflbrs  followed  his 
example.  It  was  the  charadler  of  the  times  for  Kings  to  confider 
themfelves  as  honoured  by  being  legates  of  the  Pope  ;  and  the  Popes 
were  flattered  by  fuch  officers.  In  later  times  the  Popes  would  wil- 
fingly  have  deprived  them  of  this  honour :  but  the  Kings  of  Sicily 
maintadned  it,  in  diminution  of  the  power  of  the  Pope,  whofe  office 
they  fo  wefl  know  how  to  exercife  as  to  leave  his  Holinefs  but  little 
influence. 

The  fcirocco  is  felt  in  no  town  in  Italy  fo  intenfely  as  here^  Thefe 
liot  gufts  from  the  fandy  'deferts  of  Africa,  in  paffing  the  fea,  lofc 
tnuch  of  their  power,  before  they  reach  the  fouthern  parts  of  Sicily : 
-but  they  collect  new  ftrength  in  croffing  the  ifland.  About  midday  a 
cooling  fea  breeze  fprings  up :  for  which  reafon  the  morning  in  Paler- 
«no  is  hotter  than  the  noon. 

The  heats  felt  are  increafed  by  the  hill  Pellegrino ;  which  flops  the 
i)uming  vapours  of  the  fcirocco  in  their  coiirfe. 

This  mountain  by  the  Greeks  Was  called  l^rSa :  r\  E^)ct«  :  likewifc 
S  ^fpx7»f :  and  from  it  Hamilcar  Barcas,  the  father  of  Hannibal,  oppofed 
the  Romans  nearly  three  years,  during  the  firft  Punic  war ;  although 
n6  town  in  Sicily  took  part  with  the  Carthaginians. 

*  Amico,  lex.  Top.  Sic. 
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The  profpedfc  toward  the  fea,  the  PeUegrwa^  and  the  verdant  plain  or 
Sfera  di  Cavallij  which  feparates  the  promontory  from  the  mountains 
and  on  the  nortk-eafl  fide  of  which  is  the  p/romontorjr  of  Zaffarana^ 
adds  charms  to  the  city.  Many  gardens,  which  appear  to  be  better  laid 
out  than  thofe  at  a  diftancefrom  Palermo,  afford  agreeable  and  cooling; 
fhades  j  and  particularly  the  large  gardens  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  a  row 
of  country  houfes,  on  the  way  to  Termini^  which  are  called  Ixi  Ba- 
garia.  They  cheer  the  eye  j  which,^  bold  as  the  contour  of  tlie  moun- 
tainous (hore  is,  does  not  willingly  repofe  on  thofe  naked  heights. 

From  the  terrace  of  an  Arabian  palace,  which  was  built  in  the  ninth' 
century,  the  whole  city,  the  fea,  the  promontory, .  and  La  Bagaria^  are 
overlooked.  This  palace  is  called  Ziza;  after  ^^z/5Sj, .  daughter  of 
an  Emir  of  Palermo  ;  to  whom  the  other  Emirs  were  fubje<£l.  The- 
daughter,. -^tfssissj,  married  another  £;»/>;  and  the  letter  in  which  he 
demanded  her  in  marriage,  and  the.anfwer  returned  by  the  father  are 
ftill  extant.  Aaziza  lived  in  the  ninth  century  j  and  the  palace  wa& 
repaired  during  the  lafL 

Another  palace,  called  Cubba^h  likewife  of  the  Saracen  times  ;  and 
now  ferves  as  a  garrifon  for  cavalry  *.     The  aera  of  the  governmentof  * 
the   Arabs,,  and   of  their  fucceffors  the   Normans,  is  fhortly  to  be 
elucidated.     Six   Italian  miles   from,  the  city,  in  the  library  of  the. 
monaftery  of  San  Martitio^taxi  unknowa  treafure  of  the  hiftory  of  this 
country  lay  \  till,  about  eight  years  ago,. the  library  was  vifited  by  an« 
ambaffador  from  Morocco  :  who,  taking  up  a  manufcript,  difcovered 
it  to  be  the  hiftory  of  the  government  of  the  Arabs.     The  Abbate. 
Yella,.^  a  Malt^fe,  who  refides.  here,  and  who  being  learned  in  the  Ara- 
bic accompanied  the  ambaffador,.  mentioned  this  difcovery  J  and,  oor 
coaimacwl,  publiflied  the  manufcript,   with  an  Italian  tranflation  f • 

There. 

♦  Gifehicbfe  det  Ataltr  in  Sitilien,  lii.  thi  f.  9.  !•.  1 1; 

f  This  work  is  likewife  now  publiflied  in  German ;  iinder  the^  title  of  Gefchichte  der 
Araherin  Suilseff,  und  SicHiens  utAer  der  berrfchaji  -  der  Arab^-:  in  gkiebzeitigennrhundetr 
von  die  fern  volkefelbjt :  (^us  dem  ItaliUnifcben^^  mt  anmerinngen  und,  zujatzen  :  von  Pbilipp  ^ 

WillhlnL. 
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There  is  llkewife  the  laft  volurae  of  another  manufcript,  publiflied 
by  him  ;  which  contains  the  letters  of  information  fent  by  an  Arabian 
ambaflador,  during  the  Norman  period,  with  the  anfwers  of  the  Ca- 
liphs of  Egypt. 

•  Thefe  interefting  documents  will  indubitably  afford  you  pleafure> 
What  then  will  be  your  feelings,  when  I  inform  you  that  this  Abbate 
Vella  poffeffes  an  Arabic  tranflation  of  feventeen  of  the  loft  books  of 
Livy  ?  the  books  fixty  to  feventy*fix  inclufivc  j  in  the  laft  of  which 
only  there  are  fome  imperfcftions  1 

But  how  came  he  poffeffed  of  this  manufcript  ?  The  ftory  is  thus 
told,  Favray,  a  French  painter,  who  was  a  CavaUere  Servente  of  the 
order  of  Malta,  through  the  medium  of  the  French  ambaffador,  ob- 
tained permiffion  to  meafurc  and  take  a  plan  of  the  mofque  of  Seliiii 
^  Conftantinople  ;  which  was  formerly  the  church  of  Saint  Sophia* 
While  employed  in  this  work,  as  he  ftepped  upon  a  cornice,  he  fet  his 
foot  on  a  roll,  looked  at  it,  faw  it  was  a  manufcript,  and  put  it  in  his 
pocket. 

When  he  returned  to  Malta,  he  prefented  it  to  the  then  Grand 
Mafter :  who  gave  it  to  the  Abbate  with  thefe  words — **  Accept  this 
book,  it  will  one  day  render  you  famous."  Vdla  was  aftonifhed 
when  he  difcovercd  what  were  the  contents  of  the  work.  A  diforder 
on  the  lungs  occafioned  him  to  make  a  voyage  to  Sicily ;  and  unwil- 
lingly, at  the  command  of  the  Grand  Mafter  who  had  been  applied  to 
by  the  King,  he  undertook  the  tranflation  of  the  two  Arabic  hiftorical 
works,  which  hasliitherto  prevented  him  from  tranflating  Livy. 

•  Several  pcrfons  believe  the  tale  of  finding  Livy  to  be  a  romance ; 
and  accufe  Vella  of  having  purloined  a  manufcript  from  the  library  of 
a  monaftery  in  Girgenti.     They  fay  that,  when  he  was  employed  in 

IFiNhelm  Gotlieb  HausUuiner.  In  vier  banden.  That  is :  A  hiftory  of  the  Arabs  in  Sicily, 
^nd  of  Sicily  under  the  government  of  the  Arabs  •,  from  coDtemporary  documents  of  the 
people  themfelves :  tranflated  from  the  Italian,  with  additions  and  remarks :  in  four 
volumes.     By  Philip  Wil.  Got.  Hausleutner. 

K  k  2  tranflating 
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tranflating  hU  Arabic  hiftory,  the  monks  in  Girgenti  were  commanded 
to  fiirnifh  him  with  all  the  Arabic  manufcripts  of  their  library- 
Among  thefe,  he  difcovered  a  large  fragment  of  an  Arabic  tranflation 
of  Livy,  and  fecured  it  for  himfelf ;  adding  that  the  ftory  of  Favray 
as  well  as  of  the  Grand  Mafler,  who  are  both  dead^  is  all  invention.. 
They  likewife  allege  that  this  manufcript  -was  bound  in  the  manner 
that  diflferent  other  raanufcripts  of  thefe  times,  to  be  met  with  ia 
Sicily,  are  bound.  It  is  known  too,  that  the  learned  Arabs  of  all  age* 
were  better  inftru£led  in  Greek  than  in  Roman  literature ;  and  that 
philofophy,  natural  hiftory,  and  phyfic,  were  highly  eft^emed  by* 
them :  but  that  they  held  ancient  hiftory  ia  little  eftimatLon,  their 
own  excepted. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  Vella  gives  hopes  that  the  fixtieth  book  will  fooa 
appear  in  an  Italian  tranflation :  but  that  he  will  not  publilh  the  whole- 
of  the  manufcript,  till  he  has  obtained  a  fufficient  number  of  fubfcrib-^ 
crs  to  fecure  him  from  lofs. 

I  have  feen  the  manufcript,  but,,  as  I  do  nt>t  underftand  even  the  Ara- 
bic charafter,  I  can  form  no  judgment  concerning  its  authenticity.  I 
advifed  him  to  publilh  the  Italian  tranflation,  and  then  to  fell  the: 
Arabic  manufcript  to  fome  Prince,  or  public  library:  but  he  is  unde- 
termined,. 

Livy  muft  have  fuflTered  much  by  any  tranflation  ;  and.  how  much 
more  by  being  retranflated !  No  writer  pofl!efl!ed  the  grand  talent  of 
preferving  a  noble  and  elevated  ftyle,  and,  as  the  fubjedi  varied,  to  vary 
his  colouring  without  departing  from  his  dignity,  in  a  higher  degree 
than  Livy.  Ever  the  fame,  yet  ever  different,  he  appears  as  if  in-- 
fpired  by  the  very  fpirit  of  the  times  and  the  events  he  has  to  record,. 
He  has  no  peculiarity  of  manner :  he  rifes  above  fuch  petty  conftraint  5 
•  and,like  Raphael,  poflTeflTes  this  grand  peculiarity  that  he  has  no  manner. 

Far  as  the  tranflation  which  this,  or  any  other  work  after  the 
Arabic,  muft  be  below  the  original  Latin,  yet,  if  the  manufcript  have 
full  juftice  done  it,,  it  will  b6  of  great  value.    The  events  of  a  nation, 

vsholk 
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whofcdeftiny  had  fo  powerful  an  influence  over  the  whole  globe,  ar- 
ranged by  Livy,  muft  deferve  our  ferious  attention.  Many  a  fine 
Roman  feature,  it  is  true,  muft  be  concealed  under  the  double  drapery 
firft  of  an  Arabic  and  then  of  a  modern  drefs  :  but,  in  defpite  of  thefe 
foreign  folds,  the  noble  ftep,  and  the  free  motions,  will  be  diftinguifh* 
able,  as  the  delighted  reader  is  led  from  event  to  event,  and  confi- 
dentially,  like  friend  converfmg  with  friend,  is  conduced  over  the 
wrecks  of  ancient  days*  ^ 

A  building,  which  was  formerly  a  monaftery  of  the  Jefuits,  is  dcC^ 
lined  for  the  ufe  of  the  Academy  ;  and  the  library,  which  has  only 
been  eight  years  in  coUedling,  already  confifts  of  about  forty  thoufand 
volumes.  Father  iSterzinger,  the  ^  librarian,  a  German,  is  a  man  of 
underftanding,  worth,  and  literature.  The  library  is  daily  open  for 
fome  hours  to  the  public  ;  and  we  found  many  young  people  mak- 
ing extracts*  Father  Elifeo,  from  Naples,  is  a  man  of  merit,  as  a 
teacher  of  experimental  philofophy.  Father  Piazza,  from  the  Vel- 
telin  or  Valteline,  an  Italian  province  of  the  Grifons,  the  teacher  of 
aftronomy,  is  the  friend  and  correfpondent  of  Herfchel  and  De 
Lalande  *•  Aided  by  the  celebrated  mechanic  and  aftronomer  Ramf- 
den,  of  London,  he  has  ^ifcovered  an  inftrument  which  has  all  pofli- 
ble  advantages  for  obferving  the  ftars  by  day,  as  well  as  by  night*  He 
is  publifhing  a  defcription,  with  engravings,  of  this  excellent  inftru- 
ment. My  entire  ignorance  of  aftronomy,  which  I  contemplate  at 
an  awful  diftance,  difables  me  from  communicating  any  idea  of  this^ 
inftrument. 

The  anatomical  theatre,  and  the  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory,  I  conft* 

^  This  famous  aftronomer  wrote  to  father  Piazza,  Nous  venom  de  declarer  la  guerre  ^ 
a  qui  n^empechera  ni  nos  ohfervations  ni  nos  calculs*  **  We  have  juft  declared  war -5  but 
this  will  neither  impede  our  obfervations  nor  our  calculations." 

On  the  day  that  the  people  ftorme.d  and  deftroyed  the  BaiUIe,  De  Lalande  was  at 
work  from  eight  in  the  morning  to  three  in  the  afternoon,  without  inCermHfion  \  undif* 
turbed  by  the  tumult  which,  like  an  eleftric  (hock,  was  felt  through  the  whole  king- 
dom.   This  trait  will  remind  you  of  Archimedcd— **  Take  care  of  my  circle  V^ 
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der  as  being  yet  in  their  infancy :  though  the  latter  is  remarkable  for 
its  colleftion  of  fillies,  which  are  fo  excellently  preferred  as  fo  feem 
alive. 

'  Signor  Carelli,  the  fecretary  of  the  Viceroy,  poflefles  an  excellent 
coUedlion  of  ancient  coins :  among  which  there  are  feveral  that  have 
hitherto  been  unknown.  Thofe  of  the  Greek  towns  in  Sicily,  and 
^mong  the  reft  of  Syracule,  are  remarkable  for  their  beauty.  There 
ris  one  of  Syracufe,  which  has  never  before  been  difcovered,  having 
on  one  fide  the  figure  of  Apollo,  and  on  the  other  of  Diana,  of  ex- 
cellent workmanfhip. 

There  are  likewife  Punic  coins  in  this  colle^Slion ;  which  probahly 
were  ftamped  either  in  this  city,  in  Solus  or  in  Motya.  They  con- 
t^n  on  one  fide  the  Carthaginian  horfe-head. 

Among  thofe  of  Panormus^  there  are  fome  that  have  Greek  infcrip- 
tions  J  which  probably  may  be  of  the  period  between  t?he  end  of  the 
firft  Punic  war  and  the  reign  of  Auguftus.  This  Emperor  fent  a 
Roman  colony  here  j  and  I  doubt  whether,  after  that  epocha,  great  as 
the  remaining  privileges  of  the  city  were,  it  was  fufFered  to  coin  its 
ewn  money. 

Several  coins  are  found  the  infcrlptions  of  which  ar«  half  Greek, 
and  half  Punic  ;  and  thefe  were  probably  coined  foon  after  the  expul* 
fion  of  the  Carthaginians,  when  the  Greek  language  began  to  prevail 
on  this  fide  of  Sicily. 

A  fimilar  accident  has  happened  to  the  Sicilian  coins  of  the  Swa- 
hian  aera  :  on  which  the  infcription  upon  one  fide  is  Arabic,  and  upon 
the  other  Greek.  The  Norman  princes,  who  immediately  fucceeded 
to  the  Saracens,  permitted  Arabic  infcriptions  on  all  coins. 

It  is  remarkable  that  all  the  coins  of  the  elder  Dionyfius  have  Punig 
infcriptions. 

Some  miles  from  the  city,  the  little  town  of  Montereale^  which  was 
formerly  the  feat  of  an  Archbifliop,  is  built  upon  a  hill.     After  the 
death  of  the  laft  Archbifhop,  the  King  joined  this  fee  with  that  of  Pa- 
lermo J 
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Tcrmo  ;  and,  greatly  reducing  the  revenue,  applied  the  remainder  to  the 
royal  treafury*  The  preceding  Archbifhop  made  a  fine  high  road  be-* 
tw^en  the  two  towns;  which  is  ornamented  with  fountains,  and  ftatues. 

The  cathedral  of  Montereale  is  an  old  Gothic  building  ;  the  altar  of 
which,  at  the  expence  of  the  fame  Archbifhop,  Tefta,  is  richly  em- 
belliflied  with  filver  ftatues,  and  filver  medallions  of  emboffed  work,   . 

The  road  enjoys  a  very  pleafant  profpeft  of  the  gardens  among  the 
hills,  which  form  a  circular  valley,  and  of  the  fea. 

A  large  botanical  garden  has  been  planted,  fome  years,  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  Palermo  ;  in  which  I  became  acquainted  with  the  papyrus^ 
The  Mufa  Paradifiaca  blooms  and  bears  fruit ;  and  its  flowers  refem* 
hie  thofe  which  we  call  the  great  imperial  crown.  I  here  for  the  firft 
time  faw  feveral  beautiful  plants. 

A  flxudure  is  now  building,  under  the  infpedtion  of  the  architedl 
Du  Fournayj  which  is  defigned  fora  public  fchool  of  botany.  It  is. 
almoft.  finiflied ;  and  is,  in  many  of  its  parts,  an  imitation  of  the  an* 
cient  Greek  archite£ture  in  Sicily.  Whether  this  high  ftyle  be  proper 
for  a  fmall  building,  whether  the  pillars  and  the  cupola  are  in  pro- 
portion, and  whether  pilafters  which  like  pillars  are  tapered  toward: 
the  extremity  produce  a  good  effe£l,  are  doubts  which  my  want  oC 
knowledge  will  not  permit  me  to  decide  upon* 

Near  this  is  another  public  garden  called  the  Flora*;  where  there  are-^ 
fhady  walks  and  charming  fhrubs,  with  a  profpedt  toward  the  fea*. 
It  embellifhes  the  Corfo ;  which  is  held  between  this  garden  and  the : 
fea.  Here  I  firft  faw  the  Patientia ;  a  beautiful  talLtree,,, which  feems* 
to  me  greatly  to  refemble  the  afti  *» 

On  the  fpot  where  now  this  pleafant  garden  flourifhes,  formerly^* 
the  poor  wretches  that  were  condemned  by  the  Inquifition  were  exe- 
cuted. 

The  reigning  King  has  delivered  Sicily  from  this  horrible  tribunal.'. 
H  is  to  the  honour  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  that  the  people,  thought 

•  Milia.  Azedaracb  fpliis  bifinnatis^ 
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very  religious,  have  ardently  and  obftinately  refifted  the  introdudion 
of  that  court. 

Under  the  word  Palermo^  in  the  Encydopedk^  we  read  the  fol* 
lowing  account  of  this  great  city. 

Paler  ME,  ville  detruite  en  Sidle  ^  dans  le  val  de  Ma^zara^  avec  tin 
anbevecbe  et  nn  petit  port.  Palerme^  avant  fa  dcftrudion  par  un 
JtrembUment  de  terre^  difputoit  i  MeJJine  le  rang  de  cdpitale.  Elle  etoit 
JUueefur  la  cotejeptentrionale  *• 

I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to  throw  a  little  light  on  \\i\^fagacious 
paifage. 

Palermo  was  fcarcely  ever  a  larger  city  than  it  is  at  prefent :  for  its 
inhabitants  are  at  leaft  a  hundred,  and  probably  a  hundred  and  twenty^ 
thoufand  in  number. 

Its  haven,  the  capacioufnefe  of  which  the  Greek  word  Panormus  de- 
noted, has  been  rendered  a  little  haven  by  no  earthquake ;  and  this 
JharfiJ  earthquake,  which  defiroyed  the  town,  can  be  no  other  than  that 
which  happened  in  1726  ;  when  a  few  houfes  fell. 

Palermo  maintains  the  rank  of  the  principal  city :  although  Mefllina 
has  at  all  times  contended,  and  will  contend  for  this  rank ;  and  has  for 
^^entuties  been  ftyled  by  the  King,  in  his  official  documents,  MeJJina^ 
Capo  del  Regno :  or  capital  of  the  kingdom. 

Pal^mo  is  not  only,  without  doubt,  the  largeft  city  in  Sicily  but 
is  one  of  the  Urgeft  and  moft  beautiful  cities  of  Europe :  although 
th€  E^eyel^pSdie  denies  its  e!8:i(leAce. 

X>ttr  fricnda,  the  MefflttJTs  Von  Droft,  from  Miinfter,  vrith  whom 
we  became  acquainted  at  Naples,  are  arrived  in  the  packet  boat  that 
ftfgularly  pafeis  between  Naples  and  Palermo  j  and  will  contribute  to 
4mRven  our  ddightftil  jouniey  throtigh  Sicily. 

*  PuLfiAUO.  A^Ji/lroyiJ^  tt  Sicilf,  m  the  raMey  ef  Mazzara^;  wWk  sm  arcli- 
bilhoprick,  and  z/mall  havca.  Palermo,  before  its  Jfftru^ion  by  an  carthquakei  difpuc«dl 
ihe  tank  of  capital  with  Meflina.    It  was  fituatod  <m  the  north  coaft. 

6  LET- 
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Trapanii  i2tli  June  179a. 

1-iEAVING  Palermo  two  days  ago,  our  road  led  us,  contrary 
to  our  expectation,  through  Montereale ;  and  we  now  regret  that,  in- 
ftead  of  vifiting  this  place,  we  did  not  take  a  trip  to  Montt  Pellegrino .' 
or  to  the  monaftery  of  San  Martlno. 

The  fame  Archbifhop  Tefta,  at  whofe  expence  the  magnificent  high 
road  from  Montereale  to  Palermo  was  msCde,  has  continued  that  road, 
though  at  lefs  cod,  and  made  it  paflable  for  carriages  as  fsir  ai  Sala  di 
Partenico  :  which  is  eighteen  Italian  miles  from  Palermo. 

Leaving  the  verdant  Montereale,  we  afcended  among  the  naked 
lieights  till  the  profpedl  at  once  became  beautifuL  We  beheld  a  fpa- 
cious  valley  before  us,  with  the  bay  of  Caftelamare ;  on  the  north- eaft 
fide  of  which  a  pidurefque  promontory  projefts:  while  the  bay  is 
formed  by  two  inferior  capes,  that  extend  like  the  prongs  of  a  fork 
into  the  fea. 

The  fertility  of  the  vdley  juftifies  all  that  has  beenrelated  of  Sicily 
by  ancient  writers.  Waving  com,  vineyards,  and  fig  and  olive  trees, 
embellifh  thefe  fortunate  fields :  where  the  eye  is  flill  more  enraptured 
by  the  iflooming  orange  and  citron.  The  lands  ate  hedged  round  witJi 
the  aloe,  and  the  Indian  fig. 

Above  this  bay,  on  the  Palermo  fide,  is  the  tdwn  of  Ityccaray  ra 
^xxcL^cLy  the  birth  pdace  of  Lais,  too  celebrated  for  her  beauty  and  its 
ahufe.  When  a  child,  flic  was  publicly  ibid  among  other  prifoners  by 
the  Athenians;  vvhen,  led  by  Nicras,  they  had  conquered  this  little 
place,  and 'brought  ifce  ixAabitants  to  Athens.  The  town,  which  now 
fbnds  where  Ifytcara  was  buSlt,  iscaHed  tfarini.  ' 

Vol.  II.  LI  Sak 
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Sa/a  di  Partenico^  a  well  built  little  place,  by  its  name  points  out  the 
traces  of  the  fmall  Greek  town  called  Parthcnicon.  It  i$  fituated  at  the 
entrance  of  a  charming  valley. 

In  the  evening,  we  faw  the  diftant  ifland  of  Uftica ;  which  for  cen* 
turies,  from  the  fear  of  African  pirdites,  was  only  inhabited  by  wild 
goats.  The  King  caufed  a  citadel  to  be  built  here^  in  the  year  1765, 
furnilhed  it  with  a  garrifon,  and  feat  a  colony  to  Uftica;  which 
flourifhes,  although  the  ifland  is  in  want  of  frefli  water :  the  water 
they  have  being  kept  in  citterns.  Thia  muft  not  be  confounded  with 
the  lefs  and  now  namelefs  ifland  which,  after  a  terrible  occurrence,  the 
ancients  called  OJieodes :  the  place  of  bones  :  and  to  which  the  Cartha* 
ginians,  under  a  warlike  pretext,  fent  a  large  army  of  mercenaries,  to 
whom  they  were  in  arrears  for  pay^  and  here  fuffered  them  to  perifli  of 
hunger, 

"We  reached  Alcamo  in  the  evening  i  a  well  built  town,  that  contains^ 
above  eight  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  was  built  in  the  year  828,  on  the 
fruitful  hill  Bonifacio^  by  the  Saracen  Adalcamo ;  or  Kalcamo ;  who 
came  from  Africa :  but  its  lite  was  removed  by  the  Emperor,  Frede- 
rick the  Second,  to  the  plain  in  which  it  now  (lands. 

AlcamQ  boafts  of  haying  produced  famous  men  j  and,^  among  others,, 
Ciullo  del  Camo :  who  is  generally  called  Vincentio  di  Alcamo.  He  was 
the  contemporary  of  Frederick  the  Second ;  and  is  fuppofed,  by  fome, 
to  be  the  firft  who  wrote  poetry  in  the  Italian  language :  at  leaft,  he 
was  one  of  the  firft  Italian  poets.  As  it  was  Sunday,  we  were  not  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  tumultuoufty  crowding 
the  ftreets  i  for  this  is  a  cuftom  through  all  Italy.  They  begin  on  the 
Saturday  evening,  after  the  labour  of  the  week  is  over,  to  coU^  ia 
the  market  places,  and  ftreets.  He,  who  fhould  be  unacquainted  with 
their  manners,  would  imagine  that  fome  extraordinary  event  or  infur- 
redion .  had  caufed  them  to  alTemble :  for  they  ufually  fpeak  all  to- 
gether, with  loud  voices,  rapid  articulation,  and  animated  geftures.-  Ia 
the  cudft  of  their  violent  contentions,  you  every  moment  exped  they 

wilk 
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1)7111  feize  each  other  by  the  throat,  and  oie  agreeably  furprifed  to  hear 
them  end  in  a  loud  laugh. 

Thus  it  was  at  Alcamo^  where  the  ftreets  feemed  to  be  in  an  uproar  till 
after  midnight,  when  finging  and  mufic  began :  yet,  as  early  as  tliree 
in  the  morning,  the  people  were  going  about,  crying  aloud  the  bread 
and  meat,  which  they  fold  to  the  workmen  that  were  preparing  for 
their  labour  in  the  fields.  The  Sicilians,  like  the  Italians,  need  but  little 
fleep ;  and  willingly  part  with  that  little  for  any  diverfion.  Hence 
the  cuftom  .of  ferenading  ever  has  and  ever  will  prevail.  Horace,  in 
the  ninth  ode  of  his  firit  book,  fpeaks  of  the  ferenades  of  his  days.  He 
has  been  hitherto  mifmterpreted,  by  fome  commentators ;  and,  although 
the  manners  of  the  fouth  of  Italy  and  of  Sicily  might  have  pointed  out 
what  the  poet  intended  to  defcribe,  yet,  I  fhould  probably  ftill  have 
mifunderllood  him,  if  a  lucky  accident  had  not  informed  me  of  the 
true  meaning  of  the  verfe. 

A  volume  of  the  Gazette  Litieraire  de  V Europe  fell  into  my  hands 
at  Naples ;  a  journal  which  gave  extracts  from  the  commentator, 
Abbate  Galiani ;  a  writer  who  died  fome  years  ago  at  Naples,  a  man  of 
underflanding,  und  famous  for  his  numerous  works*.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  whole  of  his  commentary  has  yet  been  made  public. 

The  ode  of  which  I  am  fpeaking  begins 

Tides  tit  altajlit  nive  caniiium 

HoR.  L  i«  od.  9* 

Behold  Scrapie's  airy  height. 

Francis. 
The  verfes 

Lenefquifub  mSemfufurri 
Compofita  repetantur  bora  -- 


An  affignation  fweetly  made, 
With  gentle  whifpcrs  in  the  dark<^ 


Francis. 


Sec  difierent  numbers  of  th^  above  journalj  for  the  year  1765. 

L 1 2  have 
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have  generally  been  underftopd  as  if  the  poet  ipoke  of  ibcial  friendsy 
who  met  together  in  theevening#  But  why  (hould  they  fpeak  in  whif* 
per&  i  And  why  at  an  afipointed  hour  ?  Is  not  the  unexpe^kod  rifit  of 
a  friend  often  the  mod  pleafant  ? 

Others  came  nearer  to  the  meaning,  without  attaining  it.  They  fup- 
pofed  the  poet  had  fpoken  of  two  lovers  cdnverfmg  together.  X^etua 
hear  our  acute  Neapolitan. 

^*  Thefe  Lenes  Sufurri^^  fays  Galiani,  **  are  not  the  foft  whifpersof  two 
*^  lovers :  they  are  ferenades.  To  elucidate  my  meaning,  it  will  be 
^  necefiary  for  me  to  enlarge  a  little  on  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Ro^ 
^^  mans  :  manners  which  are  ftill  preferved,  in  the  lower  parts  of  Italy^ 
•*  Spain^and  the  Eaft.  Love,  that  ever  powerful,  but  ever  hypocri- 
^  tical  paffion,  fuffersitfelf  to  be  fettered,  and  conftrained,  as  long  as  it 
^  can  endture :  but,  when  it  gathers  fufficient  ilrength,  it  breaks  its  chains 
^'  and  recovers  its  freedom.  In  Spain  and  Italy,  where  the  climate  will 
**  permit,  the  lover  declares  his  paffion  in  the  ftreet,  and  at  the  win- 
"  dows.  In  France  and  Germany,  where  the  winds  are  more  rude^ 
^  love  is  obliged  to  open  the  door,  and  tell  his  tale  by  the  fire  fide.  In 
•*  the  country  of  Horace,  the  door  was  impalTable,  and  the  houfe  con-* 
**  fidered  as  facred :  particularly  if  it  contained  a  young  maiden  that 
**  was  marriageable. 

"  But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves :  neither  Arab  nor  Turk  firft  in- 
**  troduced  the  jealoufy  of  the  feraglio,  to  Greece  and  Afia.  The 
**  cuftom  is  much  older :  it  is  attached  to  the  foil :  it  ftill  exifts  in: 
•'  Italy  ;  or  rather  did  exift,  till,  at  the  cod  of  the  laft  century,  French 
**  manners  prevailed  over  all  Italy.  In  the  fouth  however  this  ancient 
^  cuftom  ftill  remains  in  full  force*.     The  doors  there  are  yet  impaflP- 

«  able 

*  This  exlreme  reftramt  originales  ia  a  miftrttft  of  women,  and  die  ill  opinion  which, 
prevaik  of  the  fex. .  A  prudent  and  cbafte  education  honours  and  ennobles  the  fiair: 
who  are  moft  injurioufly  debafed  by  orienial  confinement.  The  German  and  Englifh 
women  are  the  molt  yirtuoas  of  their  fex.  No  where  are  nnmarried  women  fo  innocent ; . 
or  the  married  fbliappy.    No  whese  skc  wives^^  fb  honoured^  and  fo  full  of  worth,  as 

among 
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*•  able  ta  lovers.  Watched,  as  they  afe  in  Turkey,  the  girls  fpend  a 
••  great  part  of  their  time  at  the  window,  efpecially  by  night,  liftening 
**  to  the  fongs  which  the  lovers  fing  in  a  !qw  voice,  that  they  may  not 
•*  difturb  the  neighbourhood.  The  maiden  conceals  the  light  of  her 
**  chamber  ;  and  her  lover  only  knows  that  fhe  is  prefent  by  her  fofc 
*^  whifpersy  which  he  hears  from  the  balcony.  I  have  a  thoufand  times 
^*  witnefled  the  Icenes  which  Horace  defcribea*  On  a  fudden  the  g|rjb 
^  is  filent,  and  returns 'no  nu)m  anfwers  to  the  difoowfe  of  her  l<>ver  j 
^  who,  being  in  the  dark,  knows  not  whether  fhe  fltiH  liftens  or  is  gone. 
^^  He  fpeaks  again^  again  waits  to  hear,  and  at  laft  receiving  no  rc'-^ 
^  ply  is  perfuaded  that  his  beloved  is  retired  to  reft  ;  or  that^  fright- 
^  ened  by  a  noife  in  her  mother's  chamber,  (he  has  thrown  herfelf  un- 
"  der  the  bed  clothes  and  counterfeited  fleep. 

^^  Thefe  accidents  of  fright  are  fo  common  that  the  lover  is  not  afto- 
^*  nifhed  if  he  be  fuddenly  left  in  the  middle  of  his  nightly  colloquy^ 
**  Dejedlied,  he  puts  his  mandoline  in  its  cafe,  and  is  about  to  be  gone  j 
^  when^inart  inftant,  his  young  miftrefs^  who  had  retired  to  a  corner 
*^  of  her  charafber,  gives  a  loud  laugh  to  inform  him  that  flie  ftill  liftens,. 
••  and  that  flie  had  only  been  fportively  playing  him  a  trick.  Over-^ 
^  joyed,  enraptured,,  he  returns  and  again  begins  his  amorous  endlef& 
« tale. 

*'  This  agrees  with  thidefcriptioa  of  Horace : 

Nunc  etiatentiTproJiUrintimo 
Graturpuslla  9'tfus  at  anguh^ 

Pignufque  thrtfiumlofertis 

jdut  (ligito.  male  pertinaeL 


( 


The  laugh  that  from  the  Comer  flics^ 
^  The  i^ortivc  fair  one  {hall  betray*,. 


among  the  Gtermang,  and  theEnglifh.  Neither  have  our  women  that  c^d  referve  which 

is  &e.()uently  the  lot  of  an  EngliOiwoman.     VHiat  Galiani  fays  of  the  hypocrify  of  love 

is  in  part  explained  by  the  text,,  and  in  pari  rnuft  b«  un^erftood  only  of  tlua  paiBm  iu  tbp 

South. 

Thctt 


Ci 
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Then  boldly  fnatch  the  joyful. prize  j 

A  ring  or  bracelet  tear  away  : 
While  (he  not  too  fevcrely  coy. 
Struggling  (hall  yield  the  willing  tojr. 

.«    Frakcm.  ' 

**  In  the  two  laft  lines,  Horace  gives  us  a  pidure  of  what  happens  at  b 
**  houfe  door.     In  Italy,  the  young  girla  art  permitted  to'  ftep  to  the 

door,  for  a  moment,  cfpecially  at  the  beginning  of  night.  The  lover 

is  careful  to  pafs  and  repafs,  that  he  may  catch  the  inflant  in  which 
"  he  may  remind  his  miftrefs  of  the  hour  of  their  nightly  meetings, 
**  prefs  her  to  obferve  her  promife,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  a  token. 
**  The  laft  is  generally  no  more  than  a  pretext,  that  he  may  fqueeze 
"  her  hand,  and  take  a  ring  from  her  finger  which  is  weakly  defended.  •- 

Thus  far  Galiani ;  and  I  have  no  difficulty  in  admitting  that  the 
two  laft  lines  explain  what  adually  happens.  The  girl  has  played 
tricks  with  and  laughed  at  her  lover;  and,  being  inclined  to  be  recon- 
ciled, runs  down  to  the  hbufe  door.  She  quarrels  with  him  only  for 
the  pleafure  of  making  it  up.  Our  vetturino,  a  lively  young  man,  who 
hasfeveral  times  travelled  over  all  Sicily,  was  not  fo  wearyby  riding  in 
the  heat  but  that  he  willingly  touched  the  ftrings  of  his  inftrument 
nightly  before  many  a  window.  Abfent  from  home  and  in  want  of  a 
more  tender  obje£t,  heibmetimes  gave  us  a  ferenade. 

Yefterday,  we  rode  through  an  open,  and)  in  general,  an  ill-cultivated 
country.  There  are  two  large  remains  of  the  ancient  town  of  Egefta^ 
nine  Italian  miles  from  Alcamo  :  one  of  which  is  a  temple,  that  is  in  as 
good  prefervation  as  the  temple  of  Paeftum.  Ithas  fix-and-thirty  pillars  ; 
and  is  fourteen  pillars  in  length  and  fix  in  breadth.  .  They  are  of  the 
Doric  order,  and  of  the  travertine  ft  one  :  no  doubt  from  the  rocks  of 
the  country.  The  pillars  ftand  upon  focles  :  which  fingle  circumftance 
feems  to  prove  them  of  a  later  sera  than  that  in  which  the  temple  of 
Pseftum  was  built ;  the  pillars  of  which  have  no  focles.  The  archi- 
trave and  the  two  frontifpieces  have  withftood  the  ravages  of  time. 

Some 
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Some  pillars  havebeearepaiced  iby  the  pr^feat  King ;  and  a  Latin  in- 
fcription,  which  points  them  out,  disfigures  thefe  riemains  of  antiquity. 
The  pillars  are  fo  large  that  three  of  us  could,  not  within  an  ell  and  a 
half  encircle  one  of  them.  Contrary  to  the  Grecian  manner,  they  are 
poliihed  ;  but  probably  they  have  been  fluted  ;  for  they  arefomewhat 
broader  than  the  chapiters,  and,  bel6w;  where  they,  reft  upon  the  focles, 
they  have  each  an  incifion  of  abbut  three  itiches  in  height  and  two  in 
depth,  which  is  carried  round  them,  and  appears  to  fhew  the  intended 
fize  of  the  complete  pillar.  It  is  as  difficult  to  determine  whether  this 
temple  had  an-inner  row  of  pillars,  an  inner  wall,  and  a  cell,  vctos^  as  to 
difcover  the  deity  to  which  it  was  dedicated.  The  ancients  mention! 
feveral  temples  of  this  town.  Neither  can  it  be  known  whether  the 
great  fiat  ftone,  in  the  middle,  was  placed  there  as  an  altar,  or  as  an 
idol. 

This  temple,  like  that  of  Paeftum,  is  encircled  by  two  fteps.  Within^ 
the  building  is  feventy-one  paces  in  length,  and  twenty-fix  in  breadth  ; 
and  without,  not  including  the  fteps,  feveiity-etght  paces  in  lengthy 
and  thirty-three  in  breadth.  .  i    ..:         . 

There  are  like  wife,  on  a  hill,  large  ruins  of  an  ancient  theatre ;  which 
fliew  the  whole  circumference  of  what  was  properly  the  theatre  :  that 
•  is,  that  part  in  which  the  fetnicirculaf  feats  of  the  fpedators  rofe,  one 
above  the  other.  It  is  conftruded  of  large  hewn  ftones ;  but  there  ia 
no  trace  of  the  ftage.  Befide  being  fpedators  of  the  performance,  the 
audience  had  a  fine  profpeft  toward  the  fea. 

On  the  right  of  thefe  remains  the  river  meanders;  which  the 
founders  of  Egefta,  who  were  fugitive  Trojans,  called  the  Scamandrus  i 
to  remind  thenj  of  the  river  of  their  own  country* 

South  of  the  town  the  Simois  empties  itfelf  into  it ;  which  waslike-^ 
wife  fo  called  by  them,. after  another  Trojan  river.  I  do  not  know  its^ 
modern  name.  The  Scamandrus  is  now  called  Bartolomeo  ;  and,,  near  ita 
mouth,  Fiume  Frigido. 

Virgil  gives  the  ancient  names  of  thefe  rivers,,  when  Iris,  under  the 

form 
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form  of  old  Beroe^  com^^  at  the  command  of  JimO|  and  exdtsd  the 
Trojan  women  to  burn  the  Ihips. 

Nullanejam  Troja  diceniur  mania  f  nufqu$m 
HtBoreos  atnnes,  Xanthum  et  SitnoeTtta  videho^^ 

Shall  we  no  more  tKe  Troganw^Us  reoetr, 
Or  ftfeams  of  fome  diflcmbled  SiitioUyieiir  i  ->  '.\  * 

(     ,    Drtden^v.  825. 

Xanihud  and  Scam^ndrbs  are  nuints  of  the  lame  riven 

Xanthus  his  name,  with  tho{e.of  heavenly  birth ; 
But  called  Scamander  by  the'  tons  of  earth. 

The  women  fallowed  the  counfel  of  Beroe^  four  of  the  (hips  were 
burned,  and  j£neaSy  obliged  to  leave  as  many  men  behind  as  thefe  ihips 
had  contained,  aided  by  his  boft,  Aceftes,  the  fcm  of  the  river  Crimifus 
and  a  Trojan  woman,  founded  this  town  :  which  Virgil  therefore  did 
not  call  Egfijla^  hwt  jlc^fta. 

That  -£neas  governed  the  Trojans,  after  the  deftruftion  of  Troy,  is 
beyond  all  doubt.  Homer  makes  Neptune  thus  ^ak  in  the  affembly 
of  the  Gods. 

Kai  woiScf  vaiim,  touwv  (Mtom^s  yvftamm. 

On  great  -ffineas  {hall  devolve  the  reign  5 
And  fon  fucceeding  fon^he  laft  in  line  fuftaln. 

3Pt>'Ef  V.  3*^4* 

I  believe  that  he  rebuilt  the  walls  of  ITioq,  and  that  he  reigned  there : 
but  this  much  is  certain  that,  according  to  an  ancient  tradition^  he 
travelled  to  Sicily  and  Italy.  Virgil,  as  a  Roman  |)oet,  profited  by 
this  flattering  popular  tale,  and  thus  derived  the  Romany  from  the 
Trojans,  It  was  likewife  acce;ptable  to  him,  becaufe  theJEaa41yof 
'Caefarboafted  of  theit  defcent  from  a  Ton  of  iEneas,    '         '     '    ' 

7  However 
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However  this  may  be,  the  towns  of  Eryx  and  Egefta,  according  to 
the  teftimony  of  the  ancients,  were  founded  by  Trojans,  who  had  ef-  ' 
caped  from  the  Greeks*. 

Egefta,  which  was  likewife  called  Mgejia^  and  Segefta^  was  a  mighty 
city.  It  twice  induced  the  Athenians,  during  the  Peloponnefian  war, 
to  make  an  attack  upon  Sicily.  The  Egeftians,  or  Acejlai^  were  at  war 
with  the  Sdinuntii ;  as  well  concerning  confines  as  becaufe  of  a  mar- 
riage. The  Sdinuntii^  who  bad  aflced  dd  of  Syracufe,  preffed  upon 
their  enemy  by  land  and  fea.  The  Aceftaei  reminded  the  Athenians  of 
the  alliance  they  had  made  with  them  during  the  laft  war,  requefted 
XKival  afiiftance,  and,  which  was  a  more  powerful  motive,  led  the  Athe- 
nians to  fulpefl;  that,  fince  the  people  of  Syracufe  had  not  been  puniflied 
for  driving  out  the  Leontini  from  their  city,  they  would  foon  rule  all 
Sicily  ;  and,  perhaps,  as  Dores,  affift  the  Dorians  of  Peloponnefus,  and 
thus  aid  them  to  deftroy  the  power  of  Athens.  It  would  therefore  be 
wife  in  them  to  join  the  confederates  againft  Syracufe  ;  and  the  more 
fo.as  they,  the  Aceftsei,  would  fupply  money  fuffici^nt  for  the  war. 

The  Athenians. firft  determined  to  fend  ambaffadors  to  Egefta  ;  who 
Ihould  enquire  how  far  it  was  provided  with  the  promifed  fums,  which 
the  Aceftaei  pretended  to  have,  in  the  treafury,  and  in  the  temples  ;  and 
likewife  to  inform  themfelves  of  the  ftate  of  the  war  between  the  Acef- 
tasi  and  the  Selinuntii  f.         - 

The  ambafladors  returned  with  fixty  talents  of  unwrought  filver 
from  Egefta,  as  the  monthly  pay  for  fixty  fliips.  Thefe  ambafladors 
and  the  Aceftari  themfelves  both  told  many  untruths,  concerning  the 
riches  of  Egefta,  in  a  public  aflembly  of  the  people  ;  and  war  was  de- 
clared in  Athens  and  fixty  galleys* were  fent* 

They  afterward  difcoveredthat  the  ambafladors  had  been  deceived, 
by  the  people  of  Egefta ;  who  had  firft  taken  them  to  the  temple  of 
Venus,  on  Mount  Eryx,  and  there  had  difplayed  its  wealth  in  flagons, 

♦Thucydidc«.  f  Thucyd.  lib.  vl.  p.  381. 

Vol.  II.  M  n^  goblets^ 
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goblets,  ccnfers^  and  other  veflcls ;  with  their  remaining  no  fmall  trea- 
fure  in  filver,  which  appeared  greater  than  it  was  in  reality.     They 
next  invited  the  Athenians  to  their  banquets  ;  and,  on  thefe  occafions,.- 
produced  gold  and  filver  veffels^  the  greatdl  part  of  which  had  been: 
borrowed  from  the  Phoenicians  and  Greek  towns  of  Sicily.     As  thefe-: 
▼eflels  were  exhibited  wherever  the  Athenians  were  invited,. and  on; 
each  occafioh  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  property  of  the  hoft;  the  amba^ 
fadors  formed  a  magnificent  idea  of  the  wealth  of  the  Aceftad,  which? 
they  reported  to  Athens*. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  twenty-one  miles,  the  heat  being  rather 
fevere,  through  an  open  flat  country,  covered  with  grain.  The  farmersr; 
were  bufied  with  their  wheat  harveft.     The  country  near  Trapani  be- 
came more  pleafant ;  in  which  towfi  we  met  a  kind,  reception  at  the 
houfe  of  a  merchant,  to  whom  we  had  a  letter  of  recommendation. 

Before  we  entered  the  town,  we  faw  a  fire  burning  on  a  tower  by 
the  feafide.     Similar  fires  arc  kindled  every  evening,  along  the  whole- 
coaft  of  Sicily :  which  cuftom  of  fire  fignal»  is  very  ancient,.  It  is  men*!- 
tioned  by  Homer,  in  the  eighteenth  book  of  the  Iliad. 

*£lfiotf  ofSi/Miff'i  fiaX  cuyiid  ^iM'travosa-o'caf* 

X^uciovj  in  i*  auroS  icut  f^oya  'jrafA/panfonffeou . 

*X1;  ^  m  Ma'jrvog  Im  U  arsos  oAf  Unrai 

TtiXo^ev  Bx.  vfiffHy  mv  inm  ofjupifiAxovrcu^ 

*OiTc  vavnfASfm  ruytfoi  Kftvovrai  dfrii. 

'Ar£os  SM  fffirsfH  *  ofAct  i*  t)sXt»  xaTaJfum 

Hu^aoi  Tf  ^^fyfSjftf-iv  l?rviTft/biof)  v^^-e  J*  auyn- 

Vmrou  d'iffuaaj  VBfutTiTfiffO'tv  i&^Sm^ 

*Auuv  9ri)(  aw  ynuairdfta^  eiXimife;  uwvtm^i 

HoM.  n.  xvlii."  203^^ . 

The  hero  rofe ; 
Her  aegis,  Pallas  o'dr  his  (boulders  throws*  > 


*  Thucyd.  lib..vi.  p.  4q8. 

Arodnd 
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Aroand  his  brows  4  ^Ideti  cloud  iChe  fpread  $ 
A  ftream  of  glory  flam'd  above'his  head. 
As  when  from  fome  beleaguered  town  arife 
Theimotes,  high-curKng  to  the  Ihaded  flues'; 

(Seeti  from  £biti€  ifland  o^er  .the  mAa,  afar,  ... 

When  men  diftreftiang  out  the  figu  of  war; 
Soon  as  the  fun  in  ocean  hides  his  rajrs, 
Thick  on  the  hills  the  flaming  beacons  blaze  % 
With  kmg  projeiled  beams  the  feas  are  bright. 
And  h€avji'$  high  ardh  refleds  the  ruddy  light  ^ 
So  from  Allies'  heafi  the  fplendors  rife^ 
,]l.e^e£ting  blaze  on  blazci  againft  the  fkies. 

PbPE,  II.  b.  xvlii.  241. 

Such  fires  are  likewife  ihentioaed  by  iEfchylus  ;  and  Cicero  tells  U8 
the  SidHam  hiid  the  iancieat  quftom  of  giving  notice,  by  thefe  tokens, 
of  the  approach  of  pirates.  Among  the  documents  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury, we  find  an  order  of  J&ing  Peter,  of  the  houfe  of  Arragon,  to  kin- 
dle thefe  fires  ;  and,  in  the  year  1329,  a  fimilar  command  was  ilTued 
by  his  fon  Frederic,  to  the  qniverfity  of  Palermo.     In  the  year  1579, 
the  Parliament  of  Sicily  laid  a 'tax  upon  the  inhabitants  of  ten  thou- 
(sind/cudij  for  the  maintenance  of  fuch  fires ;  which  tax  has  fince 
been  increafed.    Every  evening,  at  the  time  when  the  Italians  fay  their 
jive  M/7r/^, which  is  a  cuftom  among  tiie  devout, that  is,  once  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  about  half  an  hoiir  after  fun  fet,  one  of  thefe  fires  is  kin- 
dled on  a  tower  at  Meffina.     As  foonas  it  is  perceived  at  the  next 
tower  toward  the  fouth,  the  fa^me  token  is  likewife  there  kindled  j  and 
fo,  from  tower  to  tower,  along  the  whole  cqaft  round  the  iiland,  with 
fuch  expedition  that,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  neighbouring  token 
to  :the  weft  ward  is  feca  at  Paleriw).'   If,  after  a  fliort  time,  the  firqs 
are  extinguifhed^  it  is  a  mark  of  perfefl:  fafe^y ;  but,  if  pirates  arc 
discovered,  the  £re  is  fuSered  to  hmti  ^  night  at  the  place  from  which 
they  were  leeo. 

Trapam  derives  its  ancient  mm^^J)r^pamim^  from  the  form  of  it^ 
haven  j  which  refembles  a  ficHe*  The-  Greek  word,  J^geyravoy^  fiignifies 

M  m  2  a  fickle* 
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a  fickle.     It  18  an  ancient  city  ;  which,  according  to  Virgil,  had  ex- 
iftence  as  early  ad  .£neas« 

Diodorus  tells  us  that  Drepanum.was  fortified  during  thefirft  Punic 
war  by  Hamilcar^  the  father. dF  Hannibal,  who  had  built  the  city  and 
peopled  it  with  inhabitants  from  Eryx  *  :  but  others  are  of  opinion  that 
it  was  only  repcopled  by  him.  Had  it  been  built  no  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  in  the  .  time-  of  Virgil,  he  would  fcarcely  have  at- 
tributed a  poetical  exiftence  to  it  of  fuch  :gteat  antiquity.. 

The  Carthaginians  were  always  defirous  of  poffeffing  and  preferving^ 
this  place ;  becaufe  of  the  excellence  of  its  haven.  It  is  a  large  and 
well-built  city,  and  its  ftreets  are  in  a  right  line.  About  thirty  years. 
aga,  it  was  fiippofed  fo  contain  feventeen  thoufand-  five  hundred  inha-» 
bitants  ;  and  the  number  lias  probably  increafed  to-  twenty  thoufand* 
It  is  bulk  on  apeninfula  ;  and,  during  the  winter,!?  entirely  furrounded 
by  the  fea.  Excellent  fea  fait  is  made  here.  The  fun  is  fuflScient  tx> 
bake  and  bleach  it :  it  is  therefore  cheap,  and  taken  in  great  quantities 
by  foreign  nations,  efpecially  the  Englilh ;  though  the  tax  they  pay  for 
permiffion  to  export  it  is  equal  to  half  the  price. 

Facing  the  city,  there  is  a  fortrefs  on  a  rocky  ifland,  which  is  called 
^Jji  Colombara.     It  had  a  name  of  the  fame  fignification  in  the  times  of 
the  Greeks :  U^Mias  vntroi :  the  ifle  of  doves. 

This  morning  we  rode  over  the  hill  San  Giuliano :  the  famous  mount 
Eryx  of  the  ancients.  According  to  the  fable,  Eryx,  the  fon  of  Venus 
and  King  Butes,  lived  here;  and  poffeffed  a  part  of  the  ifland.  Hercules, 
on  his  paffage  through  Sicily,  was  challenged  to  combat  by  Eiyx  ; 
who  ftaked  his  lands  againft  the  cattle  brought  from  Spain  and:  the  int- 
mortality  of  Hercules.  The  latter  was  vidorious,  and.  left  the  lands  to 
the  inhabitants  ;  on  condition  tbat>  >  if  any  of  his'  defcendants  fliould 
require  it,  they  fhould  be  refigned  to-  them,  Dorieus^  the  Spartan,  one 
of  thefe  defcendants,  came,  as  fome  fay  in  the  70th,  others  the  78th 
Olympiad,  and  buik  Heraclea :  or  rather  took  pofleffioa  of  Minoafront 

♦Diod.lib.  xiiir.       -   '•  •  • 

the 
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the  Cretans  (who,  after  the  death  of  Minos ^  built  the  town  of  Mtnoa) 
and  called  it  Heraclea.  This  town  rapidly  increafed,  but  was  deftroyed 
by  the  Carthaginians*. 

The  fable  fays,  that  Eryx  built  a  temple  on  this  mountain,  and 
confecrated  it  to  his  mother,  Venus.  *•  Few  temples,"  fays  DiodoruSy 
"  were  equally  celebrated.  It  was  founded  by  Eryx,  and  richly  en- 
"  dowed  by  -£neas.  The  Sicani  paid  it  great  honours  :  fo  did  the  Car- 
"  thaginians,  when  they  governed  a  part  of  the  ifland  ;  and  ftill  more 
"  the  Romans,  who  confider  themfelves  as  derived  from  the  Goddefs, 
•*  and  to  her  afcribe  their  grandeur.  The  confuls,  praetors,  and  other 
**  commanders,  here  paid  public  homage;  and,  in  obedience  to  the 
"  Goddefs,  ftripping  themfelves  of  the  gloomy  pomp  of  power,,  here 
**  recreated  themfelves  with  fports^  and  the  intercourfe  of  women;  The 
"  fenate  decreed  that  the  citizens  of  the  ileventeea  raoft:  faithful  towns 
*•  of  Sicily,  in  honour  of  the  Goddefs,  fliould  adorn  themfelves.  with 
^  gold,  and  maintain  a  guard  of  two  hundred  men  for  her  temple  f." 

The  goddefs  was  ferved  by  young  women  ;  who  dedicated  then>- 
felvcs  to  her,  and  to  the  fhamefiil  cuftom  of  proftituting  themfelves 
for  money,  which  they  (bared  with  the  temple; 

People  fay  that  the  women  of  the  little  townofiS^TrG/WAz^xo,  whicfi 
is  on  the  eaftern  fummit  of  the  hili,  are  very  beautiful.  I  know  they 
are  very  fearful.  I  faw  none  but  old  women  :  but  they  bore  na  marks 
of  beauty  in  decay.  The  timidity  of  the  young  womea  of  San  Giur 
Rant)  has  been  remarked  by  other  traveU'ers* 

Prodigious  foundations,  on  which  the  Saracens  eredled  a  caflje,.  iur- 
dubitably  denote  the  place  where  the  temple  flood  ;  and  are  remains  of 
greater  certainty  than  the  fountain,  which  is  called'  the  fpring  of  Ve- 
nus :  although  I  will  not  deny  its  antiquity .^  I  rather  believe  it  to  be 
of  thofe  times.  We  fee  fome  pillars  in  the  wall  of  the  caftle,  placed 
horizontally,  which  the  Saracens  ufed  merely  as  aiding  to  raife  the 

•  Diod.  lib.  iv*  t  Diod.  lib.  iv*  pu  326. 

wall}; 


,/ 
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waU  j  but  which  certfiinly  belonged  to  the  temple  of  Venus.  There  k  a 
:  wally  whic^  has  cavities  for  nefting  doves  ;  and  many  doves  were  kept 
at  the  temple :  but  its  architefture  appears  to  me  to  denote  a  later  ira. 
NuiQffOW  wild  pigeons  ueft  there  at  prefent.  The  fable  fays  the 
doiW  of  the  GoddeCs  were  fometimea  accuftomed  all  to  fly  away;  and 
itbat  th^  then  followed  her  to  Africa.  This  fable  is  founded  on  a 
.truth.  A  jcind  of  wild  pigeons,  like  other  birds  of  palTage,  annually 
£y  in  great  aumbera  to  Africa  j  from  whence  they  in  like  manlier  re- 
turn, at  a  (bted  time. 

Trapani  is  fupplied  from  this  mountain  with  water ;  which  pafles 
through^  very  Jong  and  beautiful  aqueduct,  into  which  three  different 
:^rtngs  empty  themfelves.  As  the  country  people  frequently  injure 
jthe  pipeAf  by  watering  their  fields  and  gardens,  the  towns  people  keep 
-aSiccDS  ia  their  houfes»  which  are  filled  with  the  water  of  the  aque- 

The  inkabkants  of  the  mountain  town  San  GiuUano  have  gardens, 
mod  fmall  fields,  on  the  bill  itfelf.  Moft  of  their  tilled  lands  lie  below 
the  town  ;  to  which  the  n\en,  early  every  Monday,  go,  and  do  not 
xeturn  till  Saturday  evenings  Some  of  them  take  their  wives  and 
children ;  but  in  general  they  live  with  their  £3imilies  only  on  Sundays, 
and  feftivals.  As  jealoufy  is  commQU  to  them,  probably  they  commit 
^beir  wives  to  the  ftri<3:  guard  of  old  matrons ;  which  may  be  the  rea- 
son diat  both  wives  and  young  women  are  fo  timid. 

On  this  coaft,  and  among  thefc  mountains,  the  Cyclops  of  Ho«ner 
lived  i  ^bK>  were  a&erward  tranfported  to  iBtna,  by  later  mytholog^fts. 


'  vil'Vi^tfy  jfCiiy  vmouvi  uap^a. 


Od.  b.  ix.  113. 

But4ii^  onUn*,  oa  maof  diffii,  thtf  d««U  i 
Or  deep  in  ca^CSi  whoSc  entrance  le^ds  to  bell. 

PbPE,  V.  129. 


Ifaw 
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r  faw  a  cavern  in  the  rock  of  the  mountain,  which  reminded  me  of 
this  paflage  of  the  great  poet. 

The  hill  of  San  Giuliano  is  likewife  called  Monte  di  Tfapani ;  add 
we  faw  from  its  top  a  large  trad  of  Sicily,  though  the  horizon  wag 
mifty  :  by  which  MtnsL  was  concealed. 

The  three  iflands,  called  the  JEgates^ox  JEgades^  lie  adjacent  to* 
Trapani :  their  prefent  names  are  Leran%o^  Maritimoy  and  Favignana : 
which  is  likewife  called  Favognana.  The  two  firft  are  the  higbeft  ; 
and  probably  Homer,  comparing  the  laft  with  the  others,  called  it  low ; 
and  indeed,  fome  few  excepted,  all  the  iflands  of  this  fea  are  much 
higher.  jF^w^g^w^^^  has  a  convenient  port,  and  good  anchorage.  It 
was  uninhabited  in  the  time  of  Homer  ;  and  only  ferved  as  the  haunts 
of  wild  goats.  It  is  now  peopled,  and  affords  pafturage  to  cattle. 
Its  cheefe  is  much  efteemed  j  and  it  produces  corn,  but  not  in  abun^-' 
dance.     The  haven,  which  Homer  mentions,  is  a  fmall  fafe  bay. 

Favignano  is  fo  very  full  of  fprings  that  the  horfes  and  affes,  pawidg^ 
with  their  hoofs  on  the  fea  fhore,  will  occafion  the  frefli  water  to  bub-* 
bleout  of  the  fand.~    Its  figs  and  wine  are  good  ;  and  its  pomegranates^, 
which  have  no  kernels,  are  famous.     Homer  regrets  that  it  was  not*: 
cultivated  ::  it  being  naturally  fo  fruitful : 


HoM.  Od.  ix.  131; 


All  things  in  feafon  'twould  produce— 


and  I  have  heard  people  flill  regret  that  it  is  notcukivated  as  it'oUghi}^ 
to  be.     Homer  calls  it  woody ;  and  it  flill  has  a  fmall  grove  of  the  afe 
and  poplar.     We  are  told,  by  a  modem  Sicilian  author,  that  it  breeder^ 
rabbits,  and  chamois;  which  laft,  are  the  wild  goats  of  Homer- 
It  was  here  that  UlyflTes  was  driven  by  night ;  and,  on  the  next  day,^ 
hunted  the  wild  goat.     Here  he  left  his  ihips  ;  one  excepted,  in  which 
he   failed  to  the  Cyclops,  and  met  with  his  famous  adventures^    Thft 

^  two  i 
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two  rocks  are  feen,  facing  Trapani,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  fable 
of  the  two  enormous  ftoncs,  hurled  by  the  Cyclops  after  the  fliip  of 
Ulyffes.  The  firft,  falling  beyond  the  fhip,  drove  it  back  toward  the 
fhore  :  the  fecond,  falling  fhort,  impelled  it  toward  the  little  ifland, 

Great  latitude  muft  be  allowed  to  the  text,  and  an  ifland  that  does 
not  exift  muft  be  raifed  out  of  the  fea,  and  again  be  fuffered  to  dif- 
appear,  if  we  would  allow  thofe  authors  to  have  reafon  who  place  the 
Cyclops  of  Homer  on  Mount  -^tna.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the 
moft  trivial  circumftances  accord  with  each  other ;  and  do  honour  to 
the  poet,  who^  as  a  traveller,  at  a  time  when  travelling  was  attended 
with  almoft  infurmountable  diiEculties,  had  been  fo  accurate  in  his 
obfervations. 

It  was  one  of  the  rocks  in  this  fea  which  Virgil  has  defcribed,  as  the 
goal  for  the  fliip  race ;  when,  in  the  fifth  book  of  the  ^neid,  he  fo 
beautifully  pidures  the  games  that  were  given  in  honour  of  his  dead 
father,  Anchifes. 

In  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  there  was  a  fecrct 
community  at  Trapani,  which  called  itfelf  La  confraUrnita  di  San 
Paolo :  the  fraternity  of  Saint  Paul.  Thefe  people,  when  aiTembled, 
paifed  fentence  on  their  fellow  citizens ;  and,  if  any  one  was  con- 
demned, the  way  laying  and  putting  him  to  death  was  allotted  to  one 
of  the  members  :  which  dreadful  office  he  was  obliged  without  mur-* 
muring  to  execute. 

This  fraternity  will  remind  you  of  our  German  fecret  tribunal,  of 
the  middle  ages :  a  court  which  we  now  jtiftly  hold  in  abhorrence. 
In  thefe  ages  of  anarchy,  when  in  truth  the  power  of  our  Emperors 
and  Princes  could  fi^ldom  reftrain  the  excelTes  of  the  great,  this  hor- 
rible cuflom  might  perhaps  be  neceffary  :  that  open  oppreflion  might 
he  counteradted  by  an  oppreflion  of  a  fecret  and  therefore  of  a  more 
dreadful  kind. 

It  appears  that  our  fecret  tribunal  mdntained  the  refpeft  in  which 
k  was  held  chiefly  by  its  rigid  impartiality.     The  free  fpirit  of  the 

Germa&s 
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Germans  would  not  have  endured  the  capriciouB  exerclfe  of  fe<^ret 
ipjuilice..  .^  -' 

The  country  round  Trapani  abounds  with  large  fields  of  the'kaH 
plant  i  or  foda  j  w^ich  is  ufed  for  the  producing  of  the  alkali,  that;  is 
fo  neceflary  to  the  glafs  manufadories.  The  quantity  of  pot  afli 
which  this  plant  annually  yields  for  exportation^  through  the  whole 
kingdqnii  is  eftinorated  at  two  hundred  thoufand  cantari. 
,  Coral  in  great  quantities  is  found  in  the  haven  of  this  town,  and 
forms  a  confiderable  branch  of  .trade. 

Small  figures  in  baflb  relievo  are  here  cut  on  fhells  :  but  this  inge* 
aious  work  is  much  more  neatly  performed  at  Rome. 

Trapani  has  a  gymnafium,  but  no  bookfeller.  A  city  that  contain$ 
twenty  thoufand  inhabitants  without  a  bookfeller  ! !  A  German,  from 
time  to  timie,  fupplies  them  with  books  from  his  fmall  itinerant 
library,  Thofe  who  do  not  need  or  will  not  wait  for  his  affiftance 
muft  write  for  books  to  Palermo. 


Wi 
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Girgcml,  *;&  June  1792.  * 

E  rode,  on  the  13th,  through  a  flat  and  open  country, 
from   Trapani  to  Mazzara;  and  faw  the  ifland  Pqntateone^  in  the 
forenoon,  on  our  right.     Unlike  the  reft  of  the  iflands  of  the  Medi- 
t^tranean  that  I  have  feen,  it  is  low :  except  indeed  the  two  fmall  ^ 
iflands  of  the  Tarantine  bay,  the  fhores  of  which  are  flat. 

This  ifland,  and  the  town  it  contained,  were  called  by  the  ancients  . 
Motya.    The  town  was  founded  by  the  Phoenicians,  was  inhabited  in 
the  50th  Olympiad  by  the  Greeks,  from  Cniduj  in  Caria^  and  was  fooa 
again  taken,  in  commout  by  the  Php^pjfpiji^Siand  Carthaginians* 

VojuIL  Nn  la 
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In  early  times,  this  ifland  wftsumtcdtothe  fhorebyamound  :  but  it 
was  afterward  dcftroyed  by  the  inhabitants,  to  cut  off  the  enemy  oa 
the  land  fide* 

Soon,  after  we  had  left  the  ftnisiU  ifland  behind  us  on  the  right,  we* 
arrived  at  the  town  ,of  Marfalla  j  which,  according  to  the  eftimate  of 
the  year  1775^  contams  fi-cm  fifteen  to  fixteen  thoufand  inhabitants^ 

Here  ftood  Lilybceum:  A/Auj8a/oy :  famous,  fbr  its  hiren  among 
the  ancients^  and' not' tinfiiequently* noticed  in  hiftbry.  Thucydidea. 
does  not  mention  this  town,  though  it'muft  have  exifted  in  his  time* 
Diodorirsi  in  one' place,  fays  that  it  was  built  by  the  Carthaginians;, 
after  Motya  had  been  deftroyed  by^  Dionyfi.us  \  yet  he  appears  only  to-' 
mean- thatit  was  peopled  with'  new  inhabitants  ;  for  he  elfewhere  tells^ 
us  thsrt^,  in  the  third  year  of  the  Sift  Olympiad,  4512  years  before^ 
Ghrift,  rfie  pecple  of  Lilyfratim  were  at  wiir  with  tHe  Ace  fiat  concern- 
ing the*  lands  on  the  banks  of  the  Maz2ara  i  which  was  above  fifty 
years  before  the  deftru^tion  of  Motya;  by  Diohyfius, 

The  people  of  Lilybaeum  muft  have  been  powerful^  when  they 
were  at  war  with  the  Aceftaei ;  for,  according  to  Diodorus,  many  oa 
both  fides  were  flain  in  a  battle  *.     Several  ancient  writers  likewife 
relate  that  one  Strabo,  a  fliarp-fighted  man,  faw  a  Carthaginian  fleet 
from  a  watch  tower  fail  out  of  the  haven  of  Carthage  j  and  that  he 
even  counted  the  nuiriber  of  fhips'i  but  Tconfider  this  tale  as  fabu- 
lous.    When  the  fcirocco  blows,  and  then  only,  the  African  promon- 
tory of  QipQ  buQtio  may  be.feen  :.  but  this  is  at  leaft  from. thirteen  to> 
fdurteea  German  miles  nearer  than^Tuafsj  and! Tunis  .occupies  the:^, 
place. where.  Carthage  flood.     Befide,  the  glbbular  form  of  the  earths 
makes  it  imprffible  to  difcover  a  fliipjat  ^He  dift^ce  of  thirty  German  . 
miles :  and  Marfallk  is  np  Jefelfrom  Tomb. 

Before  we  arrived,  at  Mazzar^ia  the  evening^  we  fiiw  man^.  fingle^ 
hcufts  newly  btiilf.  ,       .  /  . 

Dtiriiag  the  wh^e  day,  w^  met  wijtb  ma^ 

;  Jl  beamSRit 


^beautiful  •sthijy-  ire,  ^re'iiflwaye^htre^iiifd  planted  Ctugfy  :'or  two'ttjge- 
jt^ei?,  *t  the  moft.  :. 

Tke  weft  coaft^of  Skily^ifir  np^  f<>  vcf^ll^xvatciisd  4$  dic.odrth,  andlt 
U.  jdhef^fore  pqoX  in  agrurf$i^:\}StiXh^,  %g9  ^e  eatdellect,  and  ini  ^Md^ 
^^ce.  Yet  they  ill  fupply  the  want  of.  the  heart  rcfrfeftiiag  fweet 
orange,  which  cools  the  blood,  and  of  which  you  cannot  ^eafiiy  ^at 
too  many.  Thus  it  is  jprefcribed,  both  ift  Sicily  and  ttaly,  by^thephy* 
&a4^Bf^  t^^beil  remedy  for  various  difeafes  r.as  likeKvijS:{clTe  tceifrikits^ 
«Rfl  ;oirat4N:roDoledby  theibf^w^  ^  ^  ;       '•  \  ^:-   :  ': 

Mazzaratopay  contain  about  eight  thoufand  inhabitant..  *  •Actcvdii;ig 
to  QuTcrius,  it 'belonged- to  the  &/i«»;f///.  1  ;    .   /'  v    '^ 

Jl^d^b^eFeieurarriyaji'^t  Mazaara,  we  ^holigfa't 'we  (amiHttfyaJga 
40!9irabehi«dthe  Mi;i«:an]proQxbnt()ty,jC^^  it  wosfcbeiiflqnd 

Pantcllariay  formerly  called  lCg^rtfl,wlfidhlifi:fijc:Oirn» 
Africa..    Tiie PhoctJlcWuQi  fcnt.'^a  colpaiy  hither;  and  it.  afterward  be- 
longed jto  the  Carth^iniaWf.   Itb  very  Inlly,  and  atbouiwJtio'Wdoddi 
corn  fields,  wine,  oil,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  cotton.     The  inhjaibitaiit^ 
tikewifebreedma<^ytaitrje;,^nd«wtiul!::-  :./r  v    .    /'  ,1  .  \   .    i  .  -^ 

ThiB  ifland  19  okara&eriked'  by  it$'  e^traardinacy!  catems.  'The^^eo^d 
pie  make  a  peculiar  kind,  of  <mI,  from  the  berry,  pfj  the '/wAj^xv**^ 
the  cotton  is  their. principal; branch  of  triid^^  It'is.[ria:i<Gcrnianimiliee[ 
in  circumference ;  but  it  i§  <^n|y.iiji^a^^^;  o.ri'the*Qfth**weft  fide,  be-i 
caufe  it  is  fo  much  expofed  to  be  plundered  by  l:he:icori[ftBrd.  <Fdr  tibi^ 
re^on,  thejiing  inaintains-a  gar^ifon^of  a  hundred  and  forty  lAen  in 
the -piiadpal  town;  which  h  ibrtifi^d,  and  . prb'/ided '^ith  artillery^ 
The  inhabitants  h9wev)^r>do  not  entirely  depend  :0n:.t;h'fe  fbldiers,  but 
on  their  own  circum§>eaion  a^cour^^gf:;  fpc  thujrlkfeep  watch  by 
t^riM.oij*te«  t^wpri  rtiat rare  built. o^^  ;  "  .    j  : 

The  w[  pf  [  the  ifland  is  healdiy^.  and  its  inhabSl^nts  lare  itrong.    Ji, 

lulpfcurous'fpnng  Supplies  rthpa^-witH  ^^v^erftge;  >and  thefy-  employ  the 

raia  water  for  other  purpofes,  kept  in  qifternhi    iTHty.asrdiligBatiy; 

cultivate  .a.8,'^§y;:boIflly.<fc5f«»d  t^^jjif -^tfle  couatrj^-:  Bs/ii^othe/wfemen 

.. ;  ,1  ..ii  .1  M'J^.^ji.u^  '•■:.  o:a:u,!:  '^o  H  partake 
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partake  of  thefe  qualities.  Acquaifiitfed  with  female  duties,  exceed* 
-ingly  induftrious  at  the  loom,  the  diftaff,  and  the  bleaching  ground, 
they  will  frequently'  forfake  thefe  occupations,  and  handle  the  oar* 
They  boaft  of  ytiderftaiiding  the  4rt  of  lilhing,  and  of  managing  their 
veffels,  equal  to  the  men  ;  and  it  is  even  affirmed,  in  Sicily,  that  they 
have  frequently  been  feen,  on  the  approach  of  the  Africans,  to  run 
to. the  Ihori  with  irms  in  their  hands  *2 

.This.warKke  ardour- and  animated-  love  of.their  coimtry;  for  whicE 
the  inhabitants  of  fmall  iflands  are  remarkable,  is  cherifhed  by  the 
afpeft  or  the  enemy's  coaft,  by  the  remembrance  of  the  times  wJien 
they  were  governed  by  the  Saracens,  from  whofe  yoke  Count  Roger 
rdeaftd  tliem,  and  by  ktbr  misfortunes.  In  the  year  1553,  Dragut^ 
CapbaiAl. Pacha  !of  the  Porte,  landed  with  a  hundred  galleys,  took  the 
forjtrefe.,  wid  made  a  thoiifabd  prifoners  f. 

.  Its  prefents  population  confifts  of  more  than  four  thou/and  fouls^ 
Xbe.)  JAftguage  of  the  people^is  a  mikture  of  the  African  and  thi 
Italian^:::*    .".T     .    .    •.  i,^    ,.■••'.'•  '  '^ 

On  the  14th,  we  faw  the  little  towns  of  Salfimi  and  Partunna  oil 
our  left,  ^alfemi  is  xYiemixtnx  H^tUcya  .^  *^AAixvuu  its  Sicilian^  like  its^ 
Greek;  name  is^ derived  from  -fa4t  fprings.  According  to  the  newly 
publiihed. Arabic  documents  |)  from  Palermo,  it  was  called  Saleiman^  by 
a  Saracen  general,  after  bis^bJelo^e^foii.;  v^ho- was  wounded  in  battle^ 
and  who  died  the  niext  day.  :  :  .  . 

IfM.Cqftellvetrano^  a  letter  of  rfeconimendatibn  opfeiied  to  us  the  pa- 
lace of  the  abfent  £)uke  of  Terranova  (of  the  Pi'gnatelli  family)  which 
contains  a  ciinfidterable  cdlledicn  of  old  ai^mdiir.'  The  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  place  is  about  eleven  tKoilfiind.    ' ' '  ^  ^     ' 

In  the  church  of  St.  John,  rtifeife-Ji-'i  bfeirtilfuf^lnatbte-  ftatue  of 
John  the  Baptiftw  The  couriten'dhce,  m-particular,  i»  fall-  of  dignified'. 
e^preffion.  It  wa*  executed  in  theyfetif -'15^2,  and  is  the  worfc  of 
G^ijijanartift  of  P«lei?HiOt  r.i  jqj>!    ,?ok  qr,  •   •;.;.;.-    ;'•     •     : 

r:    . -t-'Atoidoi  l«3k  Top:  Sk.   '    '•''t'Faa^^ ''''^  lf^Amkoi'L.x.''rop.  Sic.    * 
•:;..;::  I  I  Gefchichte  der  ArabeArf'Sfdl.  i.  tb.  f.  5*.  _, 
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On  the  15th,  the  heat  began  fo  early  in  the  day  that,  at  fix  o'clock, 
we  were  obliged  to  ufe  our  umbrellas.  Yet  we  heard  the  nightingale, 
near  Caftelivetrano,  in  a  garden  of  agrumi  and  pomegranate  frees : 
though  in  Germany  it  is  ufually  filent  in  the  heat.  During  the  fore- 
noon, we  rode  through  an  open  country.  Great  quantities  of  alow 
ihrub  are  feen,  through  the  whole  val  de  Mazzara^  which,  becaufe  of 
its  refemblance  to  the  palm  branch,  is  called  the  dwarf  palm.  Its  bo» 
tanic  name  is  palma  cbamarops ;  and  cbamarops  humilis :  the  Sici* 
Uans  call  it  giumarra.  Its  leaves  refemble  the  fticks  of  an  open  fan.. 
Before  thefe  leaves  open  themfelves,  they  adhere  to  each  other  j  and 
have  the  form  of  a  long  boat,  which  will  hold  water :  as  I  have  fre- 
quently proved.  This  flirub  with  us  is  only  about  the  height  of  the 
fern  :  but  here  I  have  feen  it  of  the  height  of  man.  It  is  ufed  foe 
brooms,  andfent  to  Italy.. 

Some  imagine  that  Virgil,  from  this  plant,  called  StWnu^palfnofa  Sc^ 
Hnus,  At  prefent,  the  palm  tree  na  longer  grows  in  that  country  : 
but  is  this  any  proof  that  it  never  grew  there?  This  argument  would 
pnly  have  weight  if  the  palm  tree  were  a  native  of  the  ifland  ;  which, 
it  is  not*  :  Palm  trees  in  Sicily,  as  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  are  reared 
by  man.  The  wild  parfley,  or  aprnm^  grows  here  in  great  quantities :. 
after  the  Greek  name  of  which^  (rgAiv^y,  and  qeXivoij  the  town  of  Se^ 
Hnuntj  or  mere  prqperly  Selaeinis^  and  as  commonly  abbreviated  Se*^ 
linusy  was  named* 

Here  it  was  that  Timoleonr,  by  an  admirable  prefence  of  mind,  re-^- 
moved  a  difagreeable  impreffion  made  upon  his  army ;  which  might 
have  been  dangerous.  When  he  was  about  to  pitch  his  camp,  the 
country  people  came  with  mules  that  were  loaded  with  parfley ;  which 
was  intended  to  ferve  the  foldiers  inftead  of  draw  :  but^  as  thia^  was  the 
plant  with  which  the  Greeks  decorated  their  graves,  ihey  confidered 
it  as  an  unpropitious  token,  and  began  to  murmur.  Timoleoo  fmed^ 
the  parfley,  wove  it  into  a  garland  for  his  ten^ples,  and  congratulated; 

hit 
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Lis  foldiers,  reminding  them  that  thevidors  *t  the  Ifthmian  fgamet 
were  crowned  with  parfley  j  and  thus  fo  greatly  exalted  their  courage 
thawhey  all  followed  his  example.  The  recolJeaion  was  the  ftronger 
in  their  minds  becaufe  a  part  of  them  were  Corinthians,  who  Had  fre- 
quently been  fpedators  of  thefe  games  in  their  own  country,  and  part 
Syracufians,  who  were  originally  of  Corintli.  The  following  day 
.Timdleon  gained  a  great  viftory  over  the  Carthaginians,  obtained 
.much  booty,  and  ereifted  a  trophy  *. 

The  remains  of  Selinus  confift  of  the  ruins  of  three  Greek  temples  ^ 
iwhich,  for  their  wild,  defolate.   and  confufed,  afpeft,  I  never  faw 
.equalled.     An  earthquake  only  could  have  fportetl  thus  with  maffes 
fo  cumbrous.     The  Jiuge  fhafts  of  pillars,  with  their  Doric  chapiters 
he  tumbled  together:  fome  few  only  Handing,  and  thofe  not  more 
than  half  their  height.     The  higheft,  at  a  diftance,  looks  likea  watch 
.tower.     It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  we  could  arrive  at  it    by 
clambering  over  the  ruins.     We  could  not  come  at  it  below,  but  4ere 
obliged  to  take  its  meafure  fome  ells  above  the  ground  ;  and  found 
Its  circumference  to  be  tw^nty-eight  Parifian  feet :  pUds  de  Roi   They 
muft  have  been  at  leaft  a  foot  larger  below  in  circumference  •  for  thefe 
pillars,  according  to  the  old  Doric  manner,  are  very  much  tapered      It 
ikndsin  the  foremoft  temple,  in  which  all  the  pillars  are  polifhed'and 
^hat  probably  was  dedicated  to  Zeus.:. who  was  held  in  great  honour 
by  the  Sehnuntii.     The  pillars  of  the  two  other  temples  are  fluted' 
Ihat  with  the  polifhed  pillars  h  the  largeft.     From  thefe  poliflied  pil* 
lars,  and  from  the  ftones  which  I  ikw  that  were  only  half  wrouirhi  I 
conjedure  that  this  great  temple  was  building  at  the  time  of  itsde- 
ftrudion.     This  is  the  more  probable  becaufe  I  am  toW  that   in  the 
odigbbouring  latomi<t,  or  ftone  quarries,  ftill  feveral  unfiuiflxed  fliafts  of 
pilUrs  are  found. 

Silirws  was  founded  a  century  after  the  building  of  the  HybUan  Me* 

*  Plut.  Life  of  Tim.  •• 

gara. 
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garay  by  citizens  from  this  place;  whiqh  lay  between  Leontium  and 
Syracufe.  This  happened  in  the  firft  year  of  the  38th  Olympiad,  627 
years  before  Chrift,  under  a  leader  called  Pamilus*. 

In  the  firft  year  of  the  91ft  Olympiad,  414  years  before  the  birth  of 
Chrift,  the  Aceftaiy  who  were  at  war  with  the  Selinuntii;  fent  to  Athens 
for  aid  :  to  which  likewife  the  people  of  Leontium,  having  been  driven 
from  that  city  by  the  Syracufians,  fent  the  celebrated  Gorgias. 

The  Athenians, who  only  fought  an  opportunity  to  fubj  eft  all  Sicily,, 
complied  with  their  requeft  f . 

You  know  how  unfortunate  this  war  was  to  Athens.  The  Acejic^i 
were  obliged  to  yield  the  contefted  lands  to  the  Selinuntii ;  but,  as  the 
latter  were  ftill  iinfatisfied,  the  Acejiai  fent  to  Carthage,  offering  their 
city  to  the  Carthaginians.  After  various  embaffies,  in  the  4th  year  of 
the  92d  Olympiad,  407  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  the  Carthagi- 
nians fent  Hannibal,  thegrandfon  of  Hamilcar,  who  fell  before  Himera, 
with  a  powerful  army  againft  Selinus. 

It  had  been  long  fmce  the  Selinuntii  had  fuftained  a  fiege.  Duringf 
the  former  war,  which  the  Carthaginians  waged  againft  Gelo,  about 
fe^enty  yeara  before,  the  Selinuntii  were  the  only  Greeks  in  the  ifland. 
who  had  been  their  allies,  and  little  expefted  fuch  a  return.  Each  agei 
andfcx  took  a  part  in  the  defence  of  thefr  city,  and  their  freedom  ;  and' 
Hannibal  encouraged  his  troops  by  the  promife  of  plunder.  Batteringi 
rams  were  placed  agaif^ft  the  walls,  and  the  moft  valorous  vied  witbf 
each  other  in  the  attack,  while  the  trumpets  and  (houts  of  war  of  the' 
befieging  armyrefounded  at  the-  onfet.-  A  part  of  the  walls  fell  before 
thje  battering  engines,  the  Campanian  foldifersprefled  forward  and  were 
driven  back  by  the  Selinuntii,  and  the  battle  ceafed  as.night  approached^. 

Itt  thermoriiing,  Hannibftl  renewed  the  battle ;  which  raged  for  nine  < 
daysi  the  women  hurling  tiles  from  thie  rcofa*  on  the  foe.  At  lengtl^, 
the  Selinuntii  were- drirven  from  their  narrow"  ftreet^i  and  colledtfd  in: 

*  Tbuc.  Ub.  vi.  p.  j8o.  t  Diod.  Uh.  xii.  v.  i.p.  537. 

the 
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the  public  place  ;  where,  while  they  ftill  continued  to  fight,  they  were 
all.^ut  to  the  fword. 

The  Carthaginians  plundered  and  fet  fire  to  the  city ;  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  which  were  burned  in  their  houfes,  the  reft  were  mur** 
dered  without  regard  to  age  or  fex,  and  the  dead  were  mutilated,  and 
their  heads  borne  on  pikes. 

The  women,  who  with  their  children  had  fled  to  the  temples,  were 
commaftded  to  be  fpared :  not  in  compaflion,  but  from  the  fear  that 
they  would  confume  themfelves  and  the  temples  by  fire,  and  thus  dc* 
prive  the  vidors  'of  their  expelled  fpoil.  At  the  approach  of  nighty 
the  city  was  plundered,  a  part  of  the  houfes  were  burned,  others  were 
pulled  down  *,  and  blood  and  death  filled  the  ftreets*  Sixteen  thQu^ 
fand  of  the  flain  were  found,  above  five  thoufand  prifoners  were  taken, 
and  'during  the  night  the  Carthaginians  exercifed  the  moft  fiend-U)ce 
cruelty,  and  luft.  Two  thoufand  fix  hundred  of  the  Selinuntii  cjf- 
caped,  and  fled  to  Agrigentum,  .where  they  were  maintained  at  tjie 
public  .expence ;  and  the  citizens,  who  were  fufliciently  difpofed  %o 
befriend  them,  were  exhorted  to  afford  theni  every  aid; 

At  this  time,  three  thoufand  chofen  Syracufians,  who  had  been  fept 
to  aflift  the  Selinuntii,  arrived  at  Agrigentum  :  who,  when  they  heard 
what  had  befallen  Selinus,  fent  envoys  to  Hannibal,  requefting  him  to 
fuffer  the  prifoners  to  be  ranfomed,  and  to  fpare  the  temples*  He  re* 
plied,  ^'  the  Selinuntii  had  not  been  able  to  endure  freedom,  and  n)u(l 

*  Some  may  be  furprifed  that  the  ancients,  whofe  cities  were  fo  frequently  takep  and 
burned,  did  not,  like  the  prefent  Italians  and  Sicilians,  build  their  houfes  of  done*  But 
why  (hould  they,  in  thefe  unfortunate  times,  build  houfes  which  fliould  remain  when  the 
citizens  (hould  be  flaughtered,  and  their  wives  ^nd  children  fold  as  ilaves  i  As  to  the 
burning  of  the  temples,  it  can  only  be  underftood  that  the  treafure,  furniture,  and  inward 
parts,  could  be  burned*  That  the  temples  themfelves  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the. 
flames,  a  glance  at  the  prodigious  ruins  will  render  fufficientiy  apparent.  They  could  only 
be  deftreyed  by  a  fuccei&on  of  ages,  and  earthquakes* 

now 
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now  try  flavery  :  their  angry  Gods  had  forfakcn  them.**  But,  whea 
the  fugitives  fent  Empedion  to  him,  who  had  always  oppofed  the  war 
with  Carthage,  Hannibal  fet  the  relations  of  this  man  who  were  pri- 
ibners  at  liberty  ;  and  permitted  the  Selinuntii  to  rebuild  the  houfes  of 
their  town  and  country,  on  paying  tribute  to  Carthage. 

Selinus  had  been  built  two  hundred  and  forty  years  when  it  was 
taken  by  Hannibal*. 

In  the  fame  year,  being  the  4th  of  the  92d  Olympiad  and  407  years 
before  Chrift,  Hermocrates,  the  great  leader  of  Syracufe,  took  pofleflion 
of  this  defolated  city,  and  coUedled  fuch  of  the  fcattered  citizens  as  had 
efcaped  from  the  Carthaginians. 

Eleven  years  afterward,  Selinus  again  became  fo  powerful  that,  on 
the  invitation  of  Dionyfius,  it  took  part  in  the  war  againft  the  people 
of  Carthage. 

The  city  after  this  continued  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ;  when  it 
waA  once  n^iore  deftroyed  by  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  people  tranf- 
ported  to  t)ilyhaum. 

We  now  find  no  more  mention  of  it,  till,  in  the  ninth  century  of  the 
chrillian  aera,  a  Saracen  General  landed  here,  found  a  little  town,  de- 
ftroyed it,  and  informed  the  Caliph  that,  in  order  to  fpread  the  terror  of 
his  arms,  he  had  put  the  citizens  to  the  fword,  and  had  called  the  place 
held  el  Bragbity  or  the  Town  of  Fleas,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  were 
taken  like  fleas  f.  The  place  where  it  ftood,  continues  to  be  defolate ; 
while  its  grand  remains  denote  its  ancient  magnificence,  and  its  name^ 
Terra  deglt  Puldy  or  Land  of  Fleas,  is  a  memento  of  the  Muflulman's 
cruelty. 

TThe  furrounding  country  is  very  fertile.  After  we  had  furveyed 
the  ruins,  among  which  we  found  the  wild  fig  growing,  we  rode  along 
afmall  foot-path  among  the  tall  lentifcus^  that  rofe  above  the  cork  tree ; 
Iromthe  tops  of  which  we  heard  the  chirping  of  innumerable  grafs- 

♦  Diod.  vol.  i.  ]•  13.  p.  583. 
t  Gefciichte  der  Jra^A.ih.  f.  8. 

VoLt  II.  O  o  hopper^ 
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hopp«rs,  of  the  fpecies  that  the  Greeks  called  tetlix^  and  the  Romans 
cicada.  Their  Italian  name  is  cicala.  This  grafshopper  is  much  fmaller 
than  ours,  looks  as  the  ancients  fay  as  if  it  lived  upon  dew,  and  leaps 
and  flies  with  equal  velocity.  The  Greeks  delighted  in  them,  for  th^ir 
agility.  I  cannot  withftand  the  pleafure  of  citing  the  ode  of  Anacreon 
to  a  grafshopper. 

•Ore  JfyJpcftjy  lir  oui^av 

"La  yof  en  kuva  Trcanra^ 
IC  oTToaa  PkBvtti  h  ccyfoi(, 
X'  ovoca  fegovffi9  ^Xat. 
Xu  ^e  fihto^  yeoifyutf 
'Atto  fitiJcyoj  Ti  &Koarrw  • 

9i>iovci  fjtsv  as  Mouaaij 

Aiyvfri9  i^  kitaxsv  dtfinv. 
To  h  yiffdK  Sv  n  rnfsi^ 
Zo^>  yny&mff  fiXyfivsj 
A^ctdiK,  omifMaagMM' 

Happy  infeA,  what  can  be, 
V  In  happinefs,  compared  to  thee  ? 

Fed  with  nourifhrnent  divine, 
The  dewy  morning's  gentle  wine ! 
Nature  waits  upon  thee  (till. 
And  thy  verdant  cup  does  fill, 
'Tis  fiird,  wherever  thou  doft  tread^ 
Nature's  fclf  's  thy  Ganymed. 
Thou  doft  drinkj  and  dance,  and  fing ; 
Happier,  than  the  happieft  king  ! 
All  the  fields,  which  thou  doft  fee^ 
All  die  plants  belong  to  thee> 

"    AU 
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All  that  fummer  hours  produce^ 

Fertile  made  with  early  juice. 

Man  for  thee  does  fov  and  plow : 

Farmer  he,  and  landlord  thou ! 

Thou  doft  innocently  joy. 

Nor  does  thy  luxury  deftrey ; 

The  ihepherd  gladly  heareth  thee, 

More  harmonious  than  he. 

Thee  country  hinds  with  gladnefs  hear, 

Prophet  of  the  ripen*d  year! 

Thee  Phcebus  lores,  and  does  infpire  $ 

Phoebus  is  himfelf  thy  fire. 

To  thee,  of  all  things  upon  eaith. 

Life  is  no  longer  than  thy  mirth. 

Happy  infe£b,  happy  thou 

Doft  neither  age  nor  winter  know. 

But  when  thou'ft  drunk,  and  danced,  and  fung 

Thy  fill,  the  flowery  leaves  among, 

(Voluptuous,  and  wife,  with  all. 

Epicurean  animal !) 

Sated  with  thy  fummer  feaft. 

Thou  retir'ft  to  endlefs  reft. 

CowLEr* 

They  are  ufuallj  of  a  grafs  green :  though  I  have  feen  one  of  a 
yellow  tint,  with  purple  wings.  Their  note,  though  it  has  been  fo 
particularly  celebrated  by  the  ancients,  muft  not  be  fuppofed  harmo* 
nious.  It  is  a  fhrill,  noify,  unvaried  chirp^  not  much  preferable  to 
the  chirping  of  our  grafshopper. 

We  faw  fine  corn  fields  on  the  right ;  the  corn  (landing  piled  up, 
and  the  ftubble  denoting  the  excellence  of  its  growth.  Below,  we 
iaw  the  river  Belici^  meandering  through  thefe  fields  between  its  high 
banks ;  its  courfe  denoted  by  trees,  and  fhrubs.  This  river  is  the 
Hyp/a  of  the  ancients.  I  did  not  perceive,  between  this  and  Selinus, 
the  now  nearly  dried  up  marfli  of  Jalici;  which  the  ancients  called 
Gotnifa.     Its  unhealthy   air  was   once  very  dangerous  to  pregnant 

O  o  a  women. 
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wom^n.     It  was  purified  by  the  paflage  of  two  rivers  j  which  were* 
turned  through  it  by  Em'pedocles^  the  famous  naturalift  of  Agrigentutn*. 

Near  a  houfe  which,  from  the  bridge,  is  called.  P^«/^  Beliciy  wc 
refted  at  a  place  befide  the  banks  of  this  beautiful  river,  the  recollec- 
tion of  which  will  ever  be  dear  to  me.  Overcome  by  the  great  heat 
of  tlxe  day,  we  reclined  undfer  fpreading  elms  on  the  high  banks  of  the. 
cooling  ftream^  forrounded  by  the  wild  vine,  and  the  tamarifk*. 

A  fcanty  but  cheerful  meal  gave  us  new  ftrength;,  aided  by  the  well  i 
tafted  wine  of  Caftellvetrano^  which  is  among  the  bed  wines  of  the 
iiland.  I  refrefhed  myfelf  by  bathing  in  the  river,  before  I  ate,  where 
itrufhes  between  polifhed  rocks,,  and  where  a  fallen. tree  feemed  as  if' 
torn  up  by  the  roots  to  protedl  me  from  the  peril  of  the  torrent.  We 
flept  on  the  bare  ground, .  rofe  from  the  banks,  revived,  in  the  after- 
noon, and  bnce;more  mounted  our  mul'ea.  Thefe  animals  are  much: 
better  than  the  bad  horfesi  that  we  met  with  in  Italjr :  fo  that,  though 
we  have  travelled  as  far,  we  have  always  enjpyed  C6me  hours  of  rc- 
frefhing  fleep  after  our  meals,, during  the  beat  of  the  day* 

Our  vetturinoy  who  is  a  campierd^  that  is,  one  of  the  provincial, 
guards,  who  are  obliged  on  command  to  preferve  the  fafety  of  the 
roads,  or  to  Tend  fubftitutes,  each  wearing  a  uniform,  and  to  efcort  travel- 
lers with  arms  attached  to  the  faddle,  this  vetturino  is  a  good  and  an 
agreeable  man  ;  who,  in  defiance  of  the  heat,  fings  like  a  grafshoppcr, 
and  often  affords  us  pleafure  by  the  ardour  of  and  the;  incidents  con*- 
tained'  in  his  national  fongs.  Our  young  drivers  likewife  are  good 
lads:  they  delight  in  making  us  acquainted  with  the  produdions  of 
their  country,  and  aft:  us  many  queftions  concerning  the  kind  of  corn, 
trees,  and  fruits,  that  are  to  be  found  in  Germany. 

We  arrived  at  Sdacca  iti  the  evening ;  a  well  built  town,  fituated  on 
a  hill  by  the  fea  fide.  It  is  one  of  the  towns  that  contain  caricatorr^ 
or  large  granaries,  in  which  the  Baroni  keep  their  corn  for  fale.     The 

^  Tamaxijj^s  GaHha:.o(  which  Theocritus  and  Virgil  fupg^  calling  It  Myrica^:  Mi^mm. 

^  timCL: 
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time  of  exportation  however  is  regulated  by  government.  The  op- 
^prefled  proprietors  dare  not  fell  their  fuperfluity  to  the  foreign  mer- 
chant. This  ordinance  no  doubt  is  iffued  partly  that  the  government 
may  know  how  much  corn  has  been  fold,  and  grant  permiflion  or 
publifli  prohibitory  orders  accordingly,  and  partly  that  no  deception, 
may  be  pradiifed  to  efcape  taxation:  but,  in  any  cafe,  it  is  abfolute 
harbarifm  to  fetter  this  trade,  in  a  country  which  formerly,  when  it  fed 
many  more  inhabitants  than  it  does  at  prefent,  was  called  the  granary 
of  Rome. 

This  place  was  anciently  called  Tberma:  the  hot  baths:  Qs^fjLai : 
likewife,  G^^^ta ;  e.  i.  ®€^fJLcc  CS'ara :  becaufe  of  the  vapour  baths  of  the 
mountain,  that  is  at  the  back  of  the  town.  The  ancients  afcribed  thefe 
vapour  baths  to.  Daedalus.  The  moderns  think,  themfelvcs  indebted  for 
them  to  San  Calogero.  However  groundlefs  the  firft  opinion  may  be, 
it  will  at  leaft  prove  the  falfehood  of  the  fecond.  The  conjecture  of 
my  friend  Miinter  is  rational,  and  probable.  It  is  that  this  San  Calo- 
geroy  of  whom  nothing  determinate  is  known,  can  be  no  other  than 
the  ancient  Daedalus  i  who  probably,  becaufe  of  his  fervices  to  his 
country,,  centuries  after  his  death,  was  called  by  the  Greeks  Calos 
Gerony  the  handfome,  or  the  dignified,  old  man. 

Sciacca  was  called  by  the  Romans  Tberma  Sdinuntia.  It  contains 
many  ingenious  potters,  who  give,  their  vafes  beautiful  forms.  I 
mention  this  circumftance  becaufe  Agathocles,  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe 
and  of  Sicily,  was  a  potter's  fon,  and  bom  at  Sciacca. 

Yefterday  on,  the  i:6th,  we  rode  all  the  morning  through  an  open 
and  in  general  an.  uncultivated  country  j^  which  produces  nothing, 
except  the  wild  parfley,  the  giumarra,  for  fo  the  Sicilians  call  the 
dwarf  palm,  many,  kinds  of  thiftles,;fomc  of  which  I  have  never  feen 
.fctut  in  this  ifland,.and  plants  of  the  wolf  thiftle,  that  grow  nearly  to 
the  height  of  a  man.  The  flourilhing  growth  of  this  plant  denotes 
the  fcantinefs  of  population ;  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  which  was 
farther  proved  by  the  Hubble  of  fome  com  fields,  the  grain  of  which 
muft  have  been  excellent. 

The 
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The  blooming  oleander  here  and  there  denoted  the  courfe  of  the 
Viver,  meandering  through  the  plain,  and  refredied  the  eye  in  this 
nalced  region. 

The  heat  was  great,  and  particularly  felt  as  often  as  we  were  at  fome 
di fiance  from  the  fea :  yet  now  and  then  we  tnet  with  a  cooUng  breeze, 
and  we  recreated  ourfelves  at  two  clear  fprings. 

We  rode  through  the  river  ^latam,  the  HalyCus  of  the  ancients  j 
which  was  the  boundary  of  the  Carthdginianidbmains. 

We  halted  at  noon  in  Monte  Allegro;  a  village  built  on  a  rocVy 
hill,  furroundcd  by  naked  heights,  and  which  probably  owes  its  name* 
to  a  fertile  and  well  watered  valley.  The  uppermoft  houfes  are  now 
empty,  and  going  to  ruia;  becanfe  tlie  Inhabitants,  forfaking  thefe 
fteep  heights,  have  built  on  the  declivity  of  tTieTiill.  The  ancient 
Sicani,  according  to  Diodorus,  fought  fafety  by  building  villages  on 
the  hills;  and,  not  more  than  two,  hundred  years  ago,  the  modern 
Sicilians  endeavoured  to  protect:  themfelyes  againft  the  marauding 
pirates,  by  the  fame  means. 

In  the  cool  of  the  evening,  we  rode  to  SicuUana;  which  Cluverius 
believes  to  be  the  place  of  the  ancient  Camicus :  but  Fazello  and  Amico 
place  Camicus  on  the  hill  where  the  prefent  Girgenti  ftands ;  and  the 
teftimony  of  the  ancients  bett(?r  acgords  with  their  opinion  than  with 
that  of  Quverius.  The  town  belpngs  to  the  rich  family  of  the  Princes 
Cattolica :  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  eftimated  at  four  thoufand 
four  hundred. 

This  morning,  we  pafled  through  a  cultivated  country,  among  vine- 
yards, corn  fields,  and  olive  plantations,  till  We  came  to  Girgenti :  the 
ancient  Agrigenttim. 

The  haven  lies  four  Italian  miles  from  the  city,  and  contains  the 
largeft  granaries  of  Sicily.  Granaries  were  built  on  the  fhores  of  the 
ifland  as  early  as  the  times  of  the  Saracens.  Some  people  affirm  that 
the  regulations  they  ifliied  were  much  more  advantageous,  to  the  corn 
trade,  than  the  prefent :  the  inconveniences  of  which  they  avoided. 

♦  Monte  Allegro  means  merr'^  or  cheerful  hilL     T. 

Near 
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Near  the  haven  of  Girgenti^  the  com  is  kept  la  fubtcrranean  ma- 
gazines, cut  in  the  r^ck,,Qf  an  .aftonijOiing  fize-  .This  is  an  excellent 
manner  of  preferving  the  .corn' freih,  for  many  years,  in  this  hot 
country.  Among  us,,  fuch  a,  cuftcpm  would  be  prejudicifil  :.for  our 
rocks  are  humid;  efpecially  when  under  ground. 

The  road  is  carried  along  the  haven,  between  the  fea  and  a  high 
Ihore  J  the  rocks  of  which  are.  dazzUngly  white. 

Girgenti  h  built  on  a  hill^  with  its  foundation  on  the  rock.  The 
river  JOragi^  the  aacjent  Acragasi^  after  which  the  town  was  named, 
flows  in  the  valley  beneath* 
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Girgcnti,  aodi  Juac  1702- 

T  is  a  real  pleafure,  for  aiji.obierver  of  human  occurrences, 
to  caft  a  backward  glance  from  the  place  where  we  now  (land  on  the 
ages  that  are  flown.  If  the  change  of  objeds  afford  him  delight,  he 
yet  gladly  repofes  ;  jstnd  ftops  to  examine  the  blue  diftances  which,  at 
the  firft  vi0w^  appear  to  be  clouds :  but  which  a  more  fixed  attention 
foon  begins  to  embody.  There  where  he  only  perceived  azure  mifts 
he  begins  to  diftinguiflx  the  works  of  nature^  and  of  man ;  till  greater 
Jiftance^  become  vifible,  and  others  lefs  perceptible  are  loft  in  the  foft 
ihadines  pf  the. horizon.  . 

An  enquiry  is  at  once  cut  fhort.  If  we  entirely  rged  tbofe  diftant 
times  that,  if  they  have  any  coaneftion  with  our  own,  it  is  by  an  almoft 
imperceptible  thread :  but,  .if  we  limit  thofe*  enquiries  t)y  the  moau- 
nicnts  that  remain,  wie  are  in  no  danger  of  being  deceived. .  Some 
people  exclaim— "  Le|  us  leave  pedants,  th^at  ^f  Ipft.ia  the  duft  and 
4  *  "  night 
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"  night  of  diftaht  ages,  and  Aat  vkinly  endeavour  to  ftrike  light  oiJt 
"  of  darknefs.  Let  the  fanctful  poet  revel  in  the  imaginary  adven- 
**  tures  bf  fable :  we  wifli  fot  hiftorical  truth ;  clear,  indubitable,  truth.** 
Let  every  man  go  his  o\frn  toad.  Be  each  his  own  painter.  In 
the  extenfive  and  dark  fhaded  regions  of  human  knowledge,  the  foreft 
of  hiftory  finds  its  place ;  where  innumerable  trees  of  a  fimilar  kind 
are  mingled,  and  confounded ;  and  where,  fbmewhat  apart,  the  grove 
ef  poetry  fpreads  its  branches:  yet, fo  connedted  are  thisforjeft  and  this 
grove,  that  he,  who  would  ralfe  a  wall  of  feparation,  would  find  he  had 
undertaken  an  impoffible  tafk.  And,  were  it  aCcOmplilhed,  many  with 
me  would  wifli  to  overleap  his  boundary,  and  fnatch  the  golden  fruit, 
and  liften  to  the  fweet-noted  nightingale*  We  will  even  fuppofe  Pallas 
herfelf,  in  the  form  of  Mentor,  to  be  the  guide  of  thefe  fages,  and  de-» 
fcribing  the  boundary  line  :  Where  fhall  it  be  ?  Where  will  they  mark 
out  the  place  over  which  not  one  ftray  feed,  c^  fable  has  been  blown  j  or 
on  which  no  bird  of  paflage,  quitting  the  poet's  grove,  has  dropped  a 
kernel  ? 

While  we  hold  certain  hiftory  to  be  worthy  our  attention,  if  the 
progrefs  of  mind  be  interefting  to  us,  let  us  not  think  thofe  objedls 
which  the  vale  of  fable  fhadows  beneath  our  notice.  As  a  man,  if  h^ 
be  not  ftill  a  child,  may  eafily  comprehend  the  fables  of  -flifop  without 
teading  the  morals  at  the  end,  fo  may  he  defcry  the  origin  of  nations 
Under  the  veil  of  fidlion,  or  difcover  one  event  that  fhall  throw  light 
on  a  feries  of  fucceeding  events ;  and  thus  put  the  cynical  and  cenfo- 
rious  caviller  to  the  blufli,  who  reproached  the  candid  enquirer  of 
Wifliing  to  obtain  light  from  darknefs. 

Poets  make  Minos  one  of  the  judges  of  the  dead :  but  did  not  na- 
tions, whofe  monuments  of  various  kinds  prove  their  exiftence,  derive 
their  laws  from  the  laws  he  gate  his  iflanders  ? 

When  the  poet  fings  the  expedition  of  the  Argonauts,  (Kail  we  be- 

'  tieve  the  whole  to  be  falfe  becaufe  he  likewife  tells  us  of  the  dragon, 

knd  the  incantations  of  Medea  ?    Shall  we  deny  the  war  of  the  feveti 

heroes 
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heroes  againft  Thebes,  or  the  fiege  of  Troy,  becaafe  we  neither  believe 
in  the  enigma  of  the  Sphinx,  nor  that  Neptune  byih  the  walls  of  lUoa 
iox  Laomedonf 

Thefe  eras,  exifting.as  they  do  in  the  fbnga  of  the  ppets»  even  thefe, 
jare  among  the  moft  interefting  to  the  hiftorical  enquirer.  .  The 
flight  of  fable,  rich  in  fanciful  forms,  drives  her  airy  chariot  over  his 
^tAw.  yifiqns  float  around  him ;  but  they  are  th?  vifions  of  the 
jRxmvc^  TKhen  day  is  beginning  to  break.  Who  does  not  feel  difguft 
aj:|tl;e.aniqijj«  QiP^tpbae^  and  at  the  fabulous  fruit  of  this  amour,  the 
,doqble  forQie4  monfter,  the  Minotaur,  that  lived  in  the  labyrinth? 
£ut.tbejabyr|nth  itfelf  exifted.  So  did  a  Daedalus,:  by  whom  it  w:a« 
built.  He  built  the  labyrinth  of  Cnofus;  after  an  aiicient  Egyptian 
aaodd  f  jifeeri>ri()digiou§  ruins  of  .whjch  we  ..^ill  behold  yrijh-  aftoniih- 

rmCTrt» .     '    ■ 

.  The^ftory  tdls  us  that  Miftos  jvap  ..eijr»ge4  aga^aft  this  Djedalus, 
.becaafe  by  Hni  Ac  fecret  amour  of  1^ -Queen  Pi^ba'e  hs^d.  bjeea.fa- 
;vou«d.  flTie  artiftilqyr,,  though  not  as  ihe  fable  %s  op  waxen  ^ing(!^ 
4)ut  probably  by  tl^e  xA  of*  ihip  of  hi^  own  invention,  over  to  §icily.{ 
where  he  was  received,  by. Cocplus,flr.Co«ralu8,  the  King  oftheSicani. 
iHerBihe:btiirttheftroagi|ft.city..of  Ms^e,  on  the  |iill  Cam'icus,  /This 
.cily,srhieh  waa  c^led  C<?w/tf«f^>:pccupjed  die  place  on  which  afterward 
•theikroh^.Il  part  of  .,<ij^r^;M/«9i  i^ood.; 

.  "  Of  this  wc  are  informed  byHerpjiQ^us,*;  and  Diodorus;  who  both 
i-fiiurthar  relate  that  Minqs  pjlrf^ed  I)a!da}u8,  and  required  him  to  be 
•  deiiuered  up  by  Cocolus :  but  tfeat  Minos  had  been  mi^rdejred  by,  the 
-tseachety.pfCocolua.  r, 

/The  Sicani'  •  humed  the  ihips  i?f  th«  -  Cretans,  "whiqh  had  .accompa- 

♦  Herod.  lib.  TH. 

Kara  Sic  niv  vit  'Axf  Ayarrniw  h  ra  Rmjwmi  xtsx^umiy,  irO^tv  im  wtrgof  wca  veurw  Sx'>euraTti¥ 
jMcrsffMiMWf,  *aM  vcuTtTMf  M  0ta(  moOMTov.  'Zttmi  km  noTMn  -niv  avageunv  imij  fihartxnvoft 
wirotnff^  iuiofdeu  iia  TfiS*  v  Ttrra^in  eaidjtmm  ^vAortt^Soi..    Diod.  b>  iv.  Tol.i.  p.  321.  ed. 

Wcff.  'I  ;     , 

•iVot.  II.  P  p  nied 
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nied  Minos ;  and  the  Cretans  feparated :  fome  of  whom  built  Minoa^ 
and  others,  after  wandering  round  the  Ihore  hwXt  Ertgyum^  on  a  ftrong 
place  befide  a  fountain  *. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Minos,  Herodotus,  who  appears  in  general 
to  haveconfidered  the  ftory  of  the  death  of  Minos  as  a  report,  fays 
the  Cretans  failed  to  Sicily^  to  revenge  the  death  of  that  King,  where 
they  five  years  in  vain  befieged  Camicus ;  and  on  their  return  were 
overtaken  by  a  ftorm,  (hipwrecked  at  yapygia^  and  their  veffels  deftroy- 
ed,  and  that  they  there  built  the  town  of  Hyria  :  the  prefent  Oria  f . 

The  defcription  that  Polybius  gives,  of  the  fortrefs  of  Agrtgentumy 
agrees  exceedingly  well  with  that  given  by  Diodorus,  of  the  towa 
faid  to  be  built  by  Daedalus  for  Cocolus  %. 

'  Paufanias  calls  the  Sicanian  town  Omphacc  ;  and  fays  that  it  was 
deftroyed  by  Antipbemus^  who  led  a  Greek  colony  to  Gela  and  brought 
a  ftatue  thither,  which  was  the  work  of  Dsedalus.  This  Antiphemus 
from  the  ifland  of  Rhodes,  and  Entymus  from  the  ifland  of  Crete, 
joining  their^  communities,  eftabliftied  a  colony  at  Gela,  In  the  firft 
year  of  the  23d  Olympiad,  686  years  before  Chrift,  and  gave  the  town 
the  Doric  laws :  no  doubt  the  laws  of  Minos  §. 

About  a  hundred  and  eight  years  afterward,  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
50th  Olympiad,  578  years  before  Chrift,  the  citizens  of  Gela  peopled 
Agrigentum^  which  they  named- after  the  river  Acragat.  Their  leaders 
Vere  Arifionousj  and  Pyflihis ;  who  gave  the  town  the  laws  of  Gela  ||. 

The  Romans  afterward  called  this  city  Agrigentum,  which  name 
has  nearly  made  the  ancient  Greek  name  forgotten,  Agrigentum  was 
ten  miles  in  circumference ;  and  it  was  indebted  for  its  rapid  increafe 
to  the  fertility  of  its  foil,  the  excellence  of  its  lituation,  and  the  wif^ 
dom  of  its  laws.  Yet  from  this  very  profperity  excefs,  voluptuouC- 
nefs,  and  repeated  flavery  arofe.     Thofe,  who  read  in  hiftory,  and 

*  Diod.  L  IV.  v.  i.  p.  322.  t  Sec  Letter  IxxxL 

\  Pol.  lib.  ix.  21.  S  Thttc.  lib.  iv.  p.  380.  Q  lb. 

.       '  -  have 
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have  not,  remarked  the  circle  of  events  arlfingfrom  the  laws  of  human 
nature  *,  muft  have  read  without  remarking. 

Some  generations  after  the  founding  of  Agrigentum,  it  was  reduced 
under  the  yoke  of  defpotifiyi  by  the  gloomy  and  cruel  tyrant  Phalaris. 
Who  has  not  heard  of  his  bull  of  brafs  ;  in.  which  the  monfter  put 
the  unfortunate,  and  delighted  himfelf  with  their  dying  cries,  (hrieks, 
and  groans  :  which,  modulated  by  the  hollow  brafs,  founded  like  the 
roaring  of ,  a  bujllr?     v 

\Vieland'§  defcription  of  a  juft  man  concludes  with  the  following 
words: 

Der  eh  in  Phalaris  durchgluthemjlier  verdurhe    , 
Eh  er  in  Phrynens  arm  ein  diadem  erwurbe. 

He'd  rather  in  Phalaris'  bull  expire^ . 

Than  in  the  arms  of' l^hryne  crowns  acquire.  •    r-      -       '     > 

When  Agrigentum  had  attained  the  fummit  of  its  greatnef&j  it  con- 
tained, according  to  Diodorua,  twenty  thoufand  citizens ;  and,  includ- 
ing thofe  who  werfe  not  citizens,  two.  hundred,  thotifand  fouU  f .  Ip 
this  eftimafe  the  ilaves  ho  doubt  were  not  inchided.  Diogenes  Laertius 
gives  eight  hundred  thoufand,  ^aSstJie  nutoKber  of  fbi^lsict  Agrigentum  %• 
Nor  wilt  this  number  appear  extravagant,  if  we  compare  it  iHrith  that 
which  another  writer  gives  of  the  population  of  Athens  j  where,  in 
the  time  of  Demetrius  Phalereusi  thpre  Wefe  twenty-one  thoufand  ci- 
tizens, ten  thoufand  free  irthabkarits  without  thfe  right  of  citizenfhip, 
fAeroixoi^  and  four  hundred  thou&nd  flaves  ||.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  the  rich  and  voluptuous  Agrigentini  had  more  flaves  than  the 
Athenians. 

,  The  vineyards  of  the  territories  of  Agrigentum  were  large  and 
famous  for  their  genei'ous  produce.  -  Moft  of  the  country  was  adorned 

•  If  the  author  had  faid  the  laws  of  ignorance^  I  think  he  would  have  been  nearer  to 
the  truth.    T.  .  ♦-  . 

f  Diod.  xiii,  y.  i.  p.  609.       -%  Diog.  Laertl  lavit.  Empcd,^        ||  Athen.  lib.  vi. 

*^  '^     •'    -  Ppla.  •     •      ....  .   vith 
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with  olive  trees  j  prodigious  numbers  of  which  were  planted  :  for, 
as  the  olive  had  not  then  been  introduced  to  Africa,  the  people  of 
Agrigentum  gained  immenfe  wealth  by  the  fale  of  their  oil   . 

This  wealth  rendered  them  fo  effeminate  that,  when  the  city  wai 
hard  preffed  hy  the  befiegihg  Carthaginians,  it  was  necelTary  to  limit 
the  voluptuoufnefs.  of  their  guards,  on  watch,  to  it  botfter,  a  mattrafs'^ 
a  coverlet  of  hair,*  arid  two  pillows  f.    ' 

Antiflhen^s,  a  citizen,  of  Agrigentum,  entertained  the  citizens  hi 
the  ftreets  at  the  marriage  o^  his  daughter.  The  bridfe  Was  efcorted 
by  above  eight  hundred  chariots ;  and,  not  only  all  the  iiorfemen  of 
the  city,  but,  thofe  likewife  of  the  neighbouring  towns  were  invited, 
and  did  honour  to  the  cavalcade.  All  the  altars^  in  the  temples  and 
the  ftreets,  were  fpreadi  with  wood  j  and  men  were  placed,  who  were 
provided  with  faggots,  and  piles  of  wood,  and,  when  the  bride  and 
■efcort  began  their  prdcefliott,  the  icfcen  as  appointed  was  giVen  by 'fire 
from  thefortrefs ;  on  which,  in  aa  inftant,  the  piles  on  the  akars  were 
'all  ki^dled,^  and  f  hd  ^  city  appeared  to  .be  in  flames  |.  ,       , 

Sevei^  y^ars  b^forb  the  ilegb^  Exainetiis,  having  obtairied  the  prize  ^t 
•the  Olympic  games,  made  a  folemnf|mblic  entry  info  hia  active  city  ;'in 
:  which  he  pompoufly  difplayed  himfelf .  in  a  chariot,  foUowed  by  three 
Hundre'd  other  chariots,  each  drawn'by  a  pair  of  White  horfes.  • 

The  great  naturalift,  philofophej-^  and  poet,  Empcrfocles,  faid  of 
,hifl  fellow  citizens,  "  The  pfeOple  of  Agrigentum  feaft  as  if  they  were 
•**td  die  to-morrow ;  and  build  i^sjf  they  were  to  live  for  ever  §.'' 

They  were  famous  for  their  bofpitality,     Empedocles  fays  of  thfs 
city  ^  .  .      '      '  \ 

Stivw  diiom  Tdfuveg^  uoMffrmH  aTCtifot^ 

A  havOT  facred  to  ftrangers, .  and.  fi^ce  from  malicioiis  -knaveryjj^ 
Gellias  II  was  famous  for  his  riches  and  hofpitality.     His  palace  con-^^ 

*  Diod.  lib.  2111.  vol.  L  p.  6o6.  ^  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  %  lb. 

$  Dibg.  Laert.  in  vit.  Empedk  |f  Diod.  )ib.  xui. 

*^'  In  Athenanis  he  is  called  Tellias,  pioV»b|jr  bj  an  cnror  of  the  tranferibcr. 

I  '  tained 
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tained  lodgings  for  numerous  giiefts ;  and  flaves  ftood  at  his  gates  tp 
invite  all  ftrangcrs  to  enter*  It  happened  one  winter  that  five  hundred 
horfemen  came  from  Gela  to  Agrigentum ;  and  Gcllias  entertained 
them  all,  and  provided  each  man  with  a  tunic  and  long  robe.  He 
had  a  cellar  in  his  houfc,  which  was  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  ip 
which  there  were  thne  hundred  vcffels  each  of  a  hundred  meafures. 
This  cellar  likewife  contained  a  huge  painted  cifterii,  which  held  p. 
fhotcfttd  ueafsres,  and .  from  which  the  vefleis  were  filled  through 
plpe«.    .  J 

G^lliw  was  mean  of  perfdn,  but  richly  endowed  in  mind;  Being 
-^rtct  fent  ambaflador  to  the  Centumpini^  who  lived  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
JSlne;  when  ti€  vok  t<»  addrefs  the  afiembly^  his  unfeemly  figure  occa-- 
ifioned  an  inc«€ant  laughter.  He  requefted  the  people  however  ta 
ceafe  tbeit  admirsation,  for  that  it  was  the  cufiom  at  Agrigeqtum  ta 
fend  the  moft  comely  perfons  to  the  moft  famous  cities,  and  thofe^ 
who  wete  ififignificant  in  appearance  to  infignificant  pla<:es  '^^ 

Among  fhe  tyrants  who  governed  Agrigentum  was  Theron ;.  the 
fon-in-law  of  the  great  Gelo,  and  a  confiderable  perfon,  who  ruled 
both  Agrigentum  and  Himera.  His  fon  Thrafydasus  was  his  fuccei^ 
for ;  but  loft  his  dominions  by  an  unfortunate  war  with  Hiero  the 
Fii-ft,  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  the  brother  of  Gelo. 

In  the  third  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  the  year  403  before  Chriffy 
and  three  years  after  the  conqucft  of  Selinus  and  Himera,  the  Car- 
thaginians cherifhed  the  proud  hope  of  fubduing  Sicily^  and  ap- 
pointed Hannibal^  whx)  had  defttoyed  thofe  cities,  once  more  thdr 
general.     Hannibal  pleaded  his  great  age  ;  and  Himilcoy  the  fon  of 

♦  This  GkUias  once  -invited'  a  perfon  of  a  penurious  and  fcvcrr  temper,  vho  fcarcdy ' 
would  allow  his  flaves  neceflary  reft  by  night ;  and,  after  dinner,,  fent  for  the  childreii  o£^ 
his  whole  houft hold,  and  (bared  out  nuts  and  figs  among  them.-  The  miler  afked  I&^cr 
*UL  7tcB^iiA,ncraura,\  "  Where  do  all  thefe  children  come  from?/*  Gellias  anfwered,  Tcwra^ 
• «  sfMi  SUurcu  k  w|i  ira^* ;  "  Thefe  arc  the  work  of  my  flavies  by  night.''  This  ai^cdote* 
. is ektra£ked  by  W^eiipgixom iiob^s  £hrilegiumyzpA  gireaas^a note  to  Diodorus^  vol*, 
i.  p.  609? 

•         "  HanoOy 
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Hanno,  who  was  of  the  fame  family,  was  appointed  his  colleague. 
They  embarked  with  a  powerful  army,  and  the  Syracufians  armed, 
fent  to  Sparta,  and  to  all  the  Greek  towns  in  Italy  for  aid,  and  by  their 
writings  exhorted  their  friends  of  the  Greek  towns  of  Sicily  to  excite 
the  people  to  combat  for  freedom.  The  people  of  Agrigentum,  fore- 
feeing  the  ftorm  would  firft  alight  on  them,  colle<3;ed  the  fruits  of 
the  fields  and  the  riches  of  their  country  in  their  city*. 

No  fooner  had  the  Carthaginian  fleet  reached  Sicily  than  the  gene- 
rals marched  againft  Agrigentum,  and  formed  two  camps ;  one  On 
the  heights  of  forty  thoufand  men,  part  Africans  and  part  Spaniards, 
and  another  near  the  t:ity.  The  latter  fortified  itfelf  with  deep  en- 
trenchments, and  pallifadoes.  Ambafladors  were  then  fent  to  Agri- 
•gentum,  inviting  them  either  to  take  part  in  the  war  againft  Syracufe 
oi*  at  leaft  to  remain  neuter :  but  thefe  propofitions  were  both  refufed, 
and  the  fiege  began. 

The  people  of  Agrigentum  all  took  arms,  and  Dexippus,  a  Lacede- 
monian, who  had  lived  fome  time  in  Gela  and  who  was  refpe<3:ed  for 
being  a  Spartan,  had  lately  arrived  with  fifteen  hundred  foldiers  at 
the  entreaty  of  Agrigentum,  which  had  likewife  hired  eight  hundred  of 
the  Carapanians.  The  Campanians  were  ftationed  on  a  hill,  that 
was  called  the  Athenean,  after  a  temple  dedicated  to  Minerva  j  and 
the  Carthaginian  generals  caufed  two  large  towers  to  be  ereded  againft 
a  part  of  the  walls.  From  thefe  the  walls  during  feveral  days  were 
aflaulted  :  nor  did  the  trumpet  found  the  retreat  till  many  of  the  Agri- 
gentini  had  been  flain.  The  next  night  the  Agrigentini  made  a  fally, 
and  burnt^the  war  machines  of  the  Carthaginians. 

Hannibal  commanded  the  fepulchres  to  be  deftroyed,  and  a  mount 
to  be  raifed  againft  the  walls,  that  the  town  might  be  aflaulted  on  feve* 
ral  fides  ;  and  the  work  was  foon  completed  :  but  dreadful  calamities 
befel  the  army.  The  monument  of  Theron,  which  was  of  a  prodi- 
gious fize,  was  ftruck  by  lightning,  and  fearfully  rent.  It  was  there- 
fore forbidden  by  the  foothfayers  to  be  touched.     The  peftilence  likc- 

♦  Diod.lib.  xiii.  y*  i.  p.  605.  ./. 

Wife 
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wife  broke  out  among  the  army :  many  died,  and  fome  endured  into- 
lerable pains .  Hannibal  was  among  the  dead.  The  fentinels  of  the 
watch  declared  that  they  faw  the  ghofts  of  the  departed  appear  by  night* 
Himiko,  who  is  occafionally  called  Hamilcar,  in  Diodorus,  probably 
by  an  error  of  the  copyift,  found  it  neceflary,  in  order  to  encourage  the 
foldiers,  again  to  remove  the  fepulchres  j  and,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  his  country,  to  make  an  expiatory  facrifice  to  the  angry  gods«  A 
boy  was  accordingly  facrificed  to  Saturn  ;  and  many  oflferings,  probabhy 
•of  oxen  or  of  horfes,  were  thrown  into  the  fea  as  expiations  to  Nep- 
tune. 

The  Syracufians,  who  feared  that  the  fate  of  Selinus  and  Himcra 
might  overtake  Agrigentum,  fent  an  army  under  the  condudl  of  Daph- 
•  neus  J  which  they  ftrengthened  by  their  allies  of  Italy,  and  of  Meffina- 
This  army  was  met  on  its  march  by  foldiers  from  Camarina  and 
Gela ;  with  fome  of  the  Sicilians  of  the  inland  towns :  fo  that  the  whole 
army  confifted  of  thirty-four  thoufand  foot,  and  five  tboufand  horfe* 

Himilco  fent  Spaniards,  Campanians,  and  others,  to  the  number  of 
forty  thoufandy  to  oppofe  Daphneus;  and  the  Syracufian  army  had 
already  crofled  the  Himera  (that  on  the  fouth)  when  it  met  the  enemy. 

After  a  hard  fought  field,  the  Syracufians  were  victorious,  killed  more 
than  fix  thoufand  of  the  Carthaginians,  and  purfued  them  toward  the 
city ;  but  not  without  anxiety  on  the  part  of  Daphneus,  left,  in  the  heat 
and  irregularity  of  purfuit,  they  might  be  enfnared  by  the  army  that 
remained  with  Himilco :  a  fimilar  overfight  having  occafioned  the 
lofs  of  Himera. 

When  the  fugitives  arrived  at  the  camp  of  Himilco,  the  citizens  of 
Agrigentum  entreated  their  generals  to  profit  by  this  opportunity ; 
urging  that  this  was  the  time  to  deftroy  the  power  of  the  enemy : 
but  the  generals  declined  acting,  fome  fay  becaufe  they  were  bribed^ 
and  others  that  they  feared  to  leave  the  city  a  moment,  left  it  fhould 
be  attacked  by  Himilco  with  an  army  that  had  not  been  wearied  with 

fighting.  . 

Meaawhile 
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Meanwhile  the  fugitives  took  refuge  in  the  camp^  which  was  near 

the  city  ;  and  of  their  former  camp  Daphoeus  pofiefled  himfel£    Here 

•the  people  of  Agrigentum  frequently  came  to  meet  their  allies,  from 

Syracufe ;  and  once,  when  Dexippus  with  others  were  come  from  the 

city,  the  people  fuddenly  collected  in  multitudes,  murmured  again^ 

'their  generals,  and  accufed  them  of  negleding  to  kill  the  many  thoa- 

iandis  of  the  enemy,  and  of  thus  dcftroying  their  whole  power.     Eiv- 

^^amed  by  Menes,  a  leader  of  the  Camarini,  they  difdained  to  hear  the 

-defence  of  their  generals,  and  they  were  (loned.     Argeius,  the  fifth 

in  rank  of  field  generals,  was  the  only  perfon  fpared ;  and  that  bo- 

^aufe  i»f 'his  youth.    Dexippus,  the  Lacedemonian,  was  even  fufpeded 

of  trtadhery :  for,. according  to  the  tipinlon  of  the  people,  he  (houid 

ba^e  urged  his  own  ^knowledge  of -war,  andibaYe.ecK^rttd  the  mflueoioe 

%e  poO^ed,  in  oppolition.tothe  contraryrbpnion. 

Mrer-tbis  liad  *bappened,.Daphneo8aiedihi&  anii7tigEudft;the/eiiemy/s 

csttiVpi  (n  iht  ihope  *  df  sonqueiingat ;  wiiichliopie  be  was  obliged  tp 

^lfeWMirtce,'^hen  ,he  cpcrcdwrefl  how  ftroagly  i'  w«s  fortffijed ;  an{i  he 

cmiQ  only-^d^his  ^Mralvj  to^harals  the  XhanhAffSiyim^  mhiVL-f^ 

•  wttit  on' foragittg  parties. 

'A'tiearth  began  to  be^fdt  iatkeieity  :lait;tke!fmipleifif  ^Agng^Atum 

nmftt^  i:n  tli«  lllll  greM<rd«ariit*m  tbe:eiiiemy:&(a^  tb»t 

HfAvtHlrtd  oblige  Himilco' to  raife  the  ficge.     iISie.Gartfaagiiiiaa  :ge«ffi^ 

'^/^is^inailedin'hi€4:ent,iby:}die  .mereeoariios:;  particukrly  ^he  .Qig){Ht- 

't^Utts,'^tHto  ckinuMired  loudly,  and  threatened  toigo  osrer  tortltei9A«f»y : 

but  Himilco  had  heard  that  the  Syracufians  were  fending  eom  hj-{»io 

^^gentum,  and  re(}uefted.  that  the  foldiecs  ^wouid  'beipadentOfUf  for 

^  {xfttit  days,  an^  he  would  then  fuppjy '  them. . plentifully ;  janjj,  ja  a 

'j^edge  of  his'promife,  he  prdented  them  the  cup  of  the  Qirthaiguu^ns. 

^Accotdlngly,  lie  ordered  forty -gaH^ys' from  Panormus  and^Motya  im- 

•expeCtedly  to  attack  the  Syracufians  ;  who,  pracdof  their  viAocy^ajid 

fappO^ng  the  'thithaginians  w^ould  not  haive  tlie  courage  taappcar 

^ain  on  the  fea,  had  fent  their  tranfports  very  incautioufly.   ;HiJafuIco 

funk 
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funk  twelve  of  their  galleys,  drove  the  reft  on  fhore,  and  feizid  on  their 
tranfports. 

This  circumftance  changed  the  whole  ftate  of  affairs*  The  Cam- 
paniana,  who  were  in  the  pay  of  Agrigentum,  for  fifteen  talents  went 
over  tethe  Carthaginians*  The  people  of  Agrigentum,  as  the  Cartha- 
ginians forefaw,  had  profufely  confumed  their  provifions ;  and  now 
were  panic-ftruck,  to  find  themfelves  overtaken  by  famine.  Some 
fuppofed  that  Dexippus  had  fold  himfelf  for  fifteen  talents;  becaufe  he 
had  told  the  generals  of  the  Greeks,  who  came  from  Italy,  that  pro- 
vifions began  to  fail,  and  that  they  would  do  well  to  employ  their  arms 
in  other  quarters.  But  was  not  Dexippus  juftified  in  giving  this  coun- 
fel  to  the  foreign  chiefs?  Did  he  not  fpeak  the  truth;  fince  the  city 
fuffered  a  dearth,  though  thefe  troops  withdrew  ? 

The  foreign  chiefs,  whofe  time  of  fervice  was  expired,  forfook  the 
city  and  departed  by  fea ;  and,  after  their  departure,  the  generals  and 
principal  people  of'  Agrigentum  endeavoured  to  obtain  fupplies  :  but 
in  vain ;  they  therefore  informed  the  inhabitants  of  the  neceffity  of 
forfaking  the  city. 

The  following  night  the  people  withdrew,  weeping  and  wailing  thus 
to  leave  their  city,  and  all  its  wealth,  to  the  Barbarians.  Their  afflic- 
tion was  ftill  heightened  fby  being  obliged  to  defert  the  fick,  and  the 
aged ;  who  were  incapable  of  following  them,  in  their  precipitate 
retreat.  Some  preferred  death  to  this  flight,  and  killed  them- 
felves. 

The  fugitive  multitude  was  conducted  to  Gela,  by  the  Syracufian 
army.  The  fields  and  the  roads  were  full  of  women,  children,  and 
young  virgins,  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  the  delicacies  of  domeftic 
life:  yet,  animated  as  they  were  by  their  fears,  they  fcarcely  were 
fenfible  of  the  difficulties  they  had  to  encounter.  They  all  fafely 
arrived  at  Gela ;  and  the  Syracufians  afterward  ceded  Leontium  to 
them,  as  a  place  of  refidencc. 

Vol.  II.  Qjl  At 
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At  break  of  day  *,  Himilco  led  his  army  into  the  forfaken  city:;  and 
put  moft  of  thofe  who  had  remained  behind  to  death.  Some,  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  a  temple,  were  dragged  out  and  murdered  by  the 
Carthaginians.  Gellias,  who,  becaufe  of  his  wealth  and  ftill  more 
becaufe  of  his  generofity,  was  held  in  great  refpeft,  expeded  to  have 
found  fafety  in  a  temple  of  Minerva :  but,  when  he  perceived  the 
ra^e  of  the  enemy,  he  fet  fire  to  the  temple;  confumed  himfelf,  and 
thus  prevented  the  profanation  of  the  place,  the  enriching  of  the  foe^, 
and  the  difgrace  of  flavery. 

Himilco  plundered  the  temples  and  the  houfes,  and  obtained  an. 
enormous  booty.     This  city,  which  according  to  Diodorus  contained 
two  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  had  never  till  then  been  de^ 
ftroyed,  was  one  of  the  richeft  of  the  Greek  cities,  and  in  which  the- 
people  indulged  the  height  of  luxury.     Many  paintings  of  the  greateft 
{>erfe£tion  were  found ;  and  many  ftatues  by  the  moft  famous  mafters*. 
The  principal  of  thefe  were   fent   to  Carthage,  by  Himilco;    and^ 
among  others,  the  famous  bull  of  Phalaris.     The  reft  of  the  booty  he 
fuffered  to  be  publicly  fold.     Two  hundred  and  fixty  years  afterward^ 
Scipio,  the  conqueror  of  Carthage,  fent  this  brazen  hull,  and  others  of 
the  captured  works  of  art,,  back  to  the  Agrigentini ;  and  the  bull  was 
ftill  in  exiftence,.  in  the  time  of  Diodorus  ^f .. 

Himilco, 

*  *  I  follow  the  reading  of  Tanaquillus  Faber  (Tanmqui  Le  fevre^  father  of  the  famous. 
Madame  Dacier,  an  acute  commentator  on  the  ancients)  of  the  text  of  Diodorus  \  thus  : 
4^T«r^df9):  inftead  of  the  feeble  but  ufual  reading  i^Mi  t»  fo^  which  gives  a  vitiated- 
fenfe  to  the  paflage. 

.    f  Diod.  lib«  xiii^i  v.  i.  p»  609. 

On  tliis  occafibn,  Diodbrus  reproaches  the.hiftorian  Tinueus  for  havitig  falfelynuun- 
(Mned  that  this  bull  had  never  been  in  exiftence  $  and  adduces  as  a  proof  that  it  was  fent 
^k  by  Scipio.  Wefleling  cites  a  pa0age  from  a  fcholiaft  on  Pindar,  who  fays.  Tor  tS 
4^«3^fdb;  raufov  qi  'AMfayarrmi  Marnrorrtiffav,  »(  fnoi  Ti/Mai«(.     Tw  yaf  h  rn  aroAei  hiMvufACfw- 
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Himilco,  after  a  fiege  of  eight  moaths,  having  entered  the  city  of 
Agrigentum  a  little  before  the  winter  folftice,  did  nQt  erafe  it^  but 
t|uartered  his  army  in  the  houfes^ 

When  the  fate  of  Agrigentum  Was  known  through  Sicily,  it  filled 
xke  ifland  with  fuch  terror  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Greek 
towns  fled  to  Syracufe ;  and  others  fent  their  wives,  children,  and 
effe^s,  to  Italy. 

Forty  years  after  this  misfortunfe,  the  people  of  the  once  more  in- 
habited city  took  part  with  Dion,  againft  the  younger  Dionyfius. 

At  the  time  that  Timoleon  had  relieved  Sicily  from  tyrants,  and  had 
reftored  it  to  freedom,  profperity,  and  peace,  not  only  many  of  ita 
former  citizens  but  other  new  fettlers  came  over  from  Greece  to  Agri- 
gentum \  In  the  time  of  Agathocles,  the  Agrlgentini,  aided  by  Gela 
and  Meifitia,  endeavoured  to  free  Syracufe  from  the  yoke  of  that 
tyrant ;  and  feme  years  afterward  contended  for  the  fovereignty  of 

Sicily* 

When. Pyrrhtts  went  to  Sicily,  280  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrifti 

Phintias  had  feized  on  the  government  of  Agrigentum. 

During  the  Punic  wars,  this  city  was  twice  taken  by  the  Romans^ 
And  once  by  the  Carthaginians.  In  the  year  825  after  the  biith  of 
Chrift,  it  furrendered  to  the  Saracens ;  and  in  the  year  920,  when  the 
Saracens  of  Sicily  refifted  the  Saracens  of  Africa^  Agrigentum  took  a 
confpicuous  part  in  this  revolt  f* 

In  the  year  1086,  it  was  conquered  by  Count  Roger,  the  Norman  :|:. 

No  where  ^re  there  fo  many  grand  remains  of  ancient  Greek  magni- 

«•  marus  fays  the  Agrigcntini  threw  the  bull  of  Phalaris  into  the  Tea.  That  which  was 
«♦  ibewn  as  fuch  in  the  city  was  not,  as  it  had  been  generally  fuppdfed  to  be,  the  bull  ot 
*«  Phalaris ;  but  the  image  of  the  river  Gelar.^*  Diodorus  therefore  appears  not  to  have 
ccnftdted  Timseus  j  but  to  hare  been  guilty  of  a  flip  of  the  memory.  The  river  Ge/as 
was  ftaiiiped  on  the  coins  of  the  Geloi;  which,  like  many  rivers  among  the  ancients,  was 
reprefented  as  a  bull. 

*  Plttt.  Life  of  Timoleon.  t  Lex.  Top.  Sici      *      .       t  FazcUo. ' 

Qn  a  ficence 
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Jficence  to  be  feen  as  in  Girgenti.  The  moft  ancient  ruins  (land  in 
the  prefent  Girgenti,  which  occupies  the  place  where,  long  before  the 
founding  of  Agrigentum  by  the  Greeks,  Daedalus  built  the  city  for 
Cocolus,  which  was  called  Ompbace ;  though  the  height  oa  which 
it  flood  was  afterward  called  Camicns.  At  the  time  that  it  was  ioha^ 
bited  by  the  Greeks,  the  citadel  was  biiilt  here;  and  here  likewife  a  tem- 
ple was  erected  by  the  Agrigentini  to  Zeus,  the  Guardian  of  tfxe  City* 
Phalaris,  a  Cretan,  who  fuperintended  the  building,  artfully  made  this 
a  pretext  to  obtain  a  guard  from  the  citizens,  and  became  their  tyrant. 
There  are  no  remains,  of  the  colonnade  ;  and  one  of  the  dill  remaining 
walls  of  the  inner  temple  ferves  a&  a  fupport  to  the  habitation  of  a 
poor  family. 

There  is  an  ancient  farcophagus  in  the  principal  church  ;  contain<» 
ing  bqffi  rdievi^  that  reprefent  the  hiftory  of  Hippolytus.  On  one  fide 
the  beautiful  youth  is  feen  going  with  his  companions,  horfes,  and 
hounds.  The  old  nurfe  of  Phxdra  informs  him  of  the  pafTion  which 
his  ftep-mother  has  conceived  for  him.  The  form  of  Hippolytus  is 
full  of  dignity,  and  beauty.  On  the  oppofite  fide,  the  youth  is  chafing 
the  wild  boar.  The  third  compartment  exhibits  the  moment  when 
the  terrified  horfes,  beholding  the  monfter,  overturn  the  chariot.  The 
young  hero  lies  dying  under  the  wheels.  The  fourth  (hews  Phaedra 
finking  inanimate  into  the  arms  of  her  nurfe ;  after  hearing  the  tale  of 
the  death  of  her  beloved.  Her  right  arm,  in  which  relaxation  and 
want  of  power  are  inimitably  exprcffed,  is  fupported  by  a  virgin. 
Two  others  endeavour  to  recall  the  trembling  queen,  and  reftore  her 
bewUdered  fenfes,  by  mufic.  Below  her  feat  a  Cupid  malicioufly  peeps. 
I  have  feen  no  farcophagus  in  Italy  equally  beautiful,  and  animated, 
in  the  expreffion. 

The  church  itfelf  is  remarkable  for  its  acouftic  architedture  j  which 
inuft  not  be  afcribed  to  intention  in  the  architect,  who  lived  in  the  ele- 
venth century,  but  to  accident.     If  a  man  place  himfelf  above  the 

attar,^ 
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altar,  immediately  under  the  arching  of  the  cupola,  he  will  hear  every 
thing  that  is  faid  in  a  whifper  at  the  entrance  of  the  church  ;  though 
the  diftance  is  a  hundred  and  fixteen  paces.  * 

Without  the  prefent  Girgenti,  but  within  the  circumference  of  the 
ancient  city,  there  are  more  beautiful  remains  of  the  old  Doric  archi- 
te&ure  exifting  than  perhaps  in  any  other  part  of  Sicily,  Italy,'  or  Greece. 

A  church  has  been  built  on  the  foundation  of  a  temple,  which Tome 
affirm  was  confecratcd  to  Deo,  and  Perfephoneia :  or  Geres  and  Pro- 
ferpine :  but  this  aflertion  is  doubtful.  We  only  know  that  a  temple 
was  built  to  Proferpine ;  which  we  learn  from  the  beginning  of  the 
twelfth  Pythian  ode  of  Pindar,  on  Midas,  the  vidor  in  playing  the 
flute. 

ifJLa  rov  HoXuvav^  &  aw^- 

Aflai  rtfavafAoc  roi*  iu. 
*A«/TOV   T£  yiv  — 

'  H*r»K     ■    '  .  .  '  '    -  ■       ■    *' 

Moft  fair  of  cities,  and  mod  fam'd, 

Bleft  feat  of  Proferpine  proclaimed, 

Built  on  the  banks  of  Acragas, 

Where  young  lambs  crop  the  icerdant  grafts 

Oh  ^Qjieen  bei^ig^i  receive  the  boon^ 

The  Pithyan  crown  by  Midas  won; 

An^  him  receivcj  thy  lov*d  victorious  fon ! 


) 


On  the  weft  of  the  prefent  town,  higher  than  the  neighbouring  hiHs, 
is  the  hill  formerly  called  the  hiU  of  Athei^e^  or  Minerva:  ASre^aio^ 


5oa  .*aiAVEtS  OP  COUNT  STOLBERO. 

?^9(po^\  on  M'lxich  a  temple  was  dedicated  to  this  Godde(s;  the  fame  fid 
doubt  ta  which  GjelKaa  fet  fire. 

Of  the  building  which  is  liow  exiled  the  temple  of  jfufK)  mtich  is 
prcfarvedt  It  ccmtains  fix  piHars  in  breadth,  and  thirteen  in  length* 
A  ftorm  from  the  north^weft,  in  the  year  1774,  injured  the  ruins  that 
had  refifted  former  terfipefts :  for  which  reafon  the  architrave,  on  one 
fide,  has  been  fupported  by  four  pilafters  between  the  pillars.  One  of 
the  pillars,  Hke  thofe  of  the  tempde  of  Neptune  in  Paftum^  has  fuiFered 
by  li^tniiig :  half  of  the  chapiter  is  broken  oS^  and  lies  on  the  ground. 
This  temrplc^  having  been  built  on  €&  unequal  rock,  was  unequal  in  itd 
foundation. 

The  ftruSure  which  Is  called  the  temple  of  Concord  is  of  moft 
extraordinary  beauty.  It  is  encircled  by  a  colonnade  of  fix  pillars  in 
breadth,  and  thirteen  in  length ;  which  are  xifldfed  upon  four  fteps. 
Within  this  is  a  temple  raifed  about  an  ell ;  the  Walls  of  which  on  both 
the  longeft  fides  has  fix  open  arches*.  To  each  of  the  (horteft  fides 
of  the  temple  is  a  lefs  and  deeper  anuchamber  f  j  which  is  fdrmed  by 
the  prqjeding  wall  of  the  temple,  and  the  colonnade.  Between  the 
temple  and  thefe  antichambers  are  two  pillars  on  each  fide,  which,  with 
the  fmall  projecting  fquare  pilafters  of  the  wall,  fuppoft  a  frontifpiece« 
The  fhorteft  fides  of  the  colonnade  likewife  have  their  frontifpieces :  as 
at  the  temple  of  Neptune  in  Paeftuo^  and  the  temple  in  £gefta«  The 
whole  architrave  is  in  good  preferyatipn. 

.  In  one  Comer,  there  is  a  fmall  ffaircafe,  confifting  of  forty-otie  fteps^ 
in  the  wall ;  to  the  top  of  which  they  lead.  The  pillars  (land  on  the 
uppermoft  ftep,  having  no  other  bafe ;.  after  the  andent  Doric  manner* 

A  Roman  infcr]|)tion  ha»  oceafione^antiiqu^ries  to  conclude  that  this 
temple  was  dedicated  to  Concord,  afiidefe^ed  by  the  IJlybMam :  pro* 
bably  after  two  contending  towns  had  been  reconciled. 

But  what  has  a  Roman  iufcription,  the  authenticity  of  which  \& 

^  HtJUn :  oMki  by  Swkill««tie  I^rjv    T*  f  Cettr^  Swiilbitrne.    T. 

doubtful, 
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doubtful,  to  do  with  the  temple  of  a  Greek  city  :  whofe  noble  archi- 
tedure  denotes  an  era  fo  ancient  that  little  Rome  was  fcarcely  fo  mucl^ 
as  mentioned,  in  mighty  Agrigenttim  ? 

Not  far  from  this  temple,  fubterranean  fepulchres  are  found  in  the 
rock ;  moft  of  which  are  cut  at  right  angles.  One  burial  vault  leads 
to  another ;  and  the  largeft  is  round,  with  a  walled  conic  arching. 

According  to  JKodorus,  the  pomp  of  the  Agrigentini  was  not  fuf- 
ficiently  difplayed  in  ereding  tombs  to  themfelves :  they  built  them 
even  for  their  war  horfes ;  nay  for  the  favourite  biids  of  young 
women  and  children  *. 

There  is  a  tradition  concerning  one  of  theie  monuments;  that 
which  is  called  the  fepulchre  of  Tkeron,  which  fome  of  the  Agrigen«- 
tini  f  affirm  was  ere^lfced  In  honour  of  die  horfe  of  Phalaris.  In  my^ 
opinion,  it*  is  not  fo  ancient ;  for  it  is  embelUihed  with  Ionic  pillars^ 
and  it  certainly  is  not  the  fepulchre  of  Theron :  for  it  is  not  fufficiently^ 
magnificent,  nor  ^re  any  of  the  traces  of  the  Ughtning  difcovered  bj 
which  it  was  ihattered  at  the  time  that  the  Carthaginians  befleged- 
the  city. 

The  temple^  which  is  not  improperly  called  that  of  Hercules,  con*-- 
fids  of  a  pile  of  (lones  and  was  exceedingly  large.  The  pillars  that 
are  thrown  down  are  fo  defaced  that,  on  a  firft  view,  they  in  many^ 
parts  appear  as  if  they  were  but  half  finiihed :  did  not  the  pillars  that 
are  (landing  bear  deeper,  marks  of  the  defolating  hand  of  time. 

Cicero,  in  one  of  his  orations  againft  Verres^  tells,  us  that  this  (hame^ 
lefs  praetor  intended  to  have  ftolen  the  image  of  Hercules  by  night  r 
but  that  the  profanation  was  prevented,  by  the  af&mbling  of  the  citi* 
zens.  He  fays  he  had  fcarcely  feen  any  thing  more  beautiful  than 
this  Hercules :  quo  nan  facile  quidquam  dmerim  me  vidijfe  ptdcbrius^. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  huge  pile,  which  lies  immediately 
before  the  laft  mentioned  temple^  is  juftly  called,  the  temple  of  the 
Olympic  Jupiter :  the  magnitude  of  its  ruins  makesi  it  not  to  be  mif- 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  607.  f  I  fuppofe  the  people  of  Girgcnti  are  meant.  T. 

3  taken«. 
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taken.  This  temple  was  begun  bcfwe  the  fifegd,  and  almoft  com* 
pleted*. 

In  the  time  of  Diodorus,  it  continued  in  the  ftate  that  it  was  when 
the  Carthaginians  took  the  city.  The  Agrigentini,  in  the  courfe  of 
four  hundred  years,  had  not  fufficiently  recovered  their  misfortunes  to 
complete  the  building. 

According  to  the  teftimony  of  Diodorus,  it  was  340  feet  in  length, 
60  in  breadth,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  in  height  above  the  ground: 
^oj^t^  Ttf  ^^TiS'MftaLT^ :  the  largeft  temple  in  SiciJy,  and  equal  to  the 
largeft  in  Greece.  The  pillars  projeded  a  little  more  than  half  out 
of  the  wall}  for  their  outward  round  circumference  amounted  to 
twenty  feet,  and  only  to  twelve  on  the  inner  flat  fide.  The  flutings 
of  the  pillars  were  fo  capacious  that  one  of  thefe  -flutings  would  con- 
tain the  body  of  a  man.  Either  I  was  miftaken,  or  in  the  outward 
round  circumference  of  one  of  the  thrown  down  pillars,  I  counted  eleven 
or  twelve  fuch  flutings ;  each  of  which  was  ad:ually  wide  enough  to 
admit  the  body  of  a  man. 

The  portico  was  of  a  prodigious  fize.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  por- 
tico there  was  a  baflfo  relievo,  of  extraordinary  worknianfhip,  repre- 
fenting  the  giants'  war ;  and  on  the  weft  the  taking  of  Troy  f . 

The  laft  remaining  feAion  of  thefe  ruins,  which  was  fupported  by 
three  coloflTal  ftatues  and  three  pillars,  was  thrown  down  in  the  year 
1 40 1.  The  ruins  are  called  by  the,  country  people,  II  t€mpio  de  i 
giganti.     The  temple  of  the  giants  %. 

*  Diod.  lb.  Wc  learn  from  Polybius,  in  the  ninth  book,  that  it  remained  incomplete. 
YLai  0  T«  'Ox<//Aff't2i  yew;  ffwrtUMv  iitv  ««  liM^t*  Kara  h  t>iv  emPoXfiVy  %cu  to  ftsytSof,  iiV 
hvoiH  av  T«v  Kara  tdv  *Ex^a3a  i^«fi  Xft^recrSar.  **  This  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  -wns 
"  adlually  not  completed :  but  it  appears  that,  in  plan  and  magnitude,  it  was  infericir  to 
♦«  no  temple  in  Greece."  It  is  evident  fr9m  the  context  that  we  fliould  read  ewrzxsiav ; 
and  not  7ro^vT£X£iav,  as  was  perceived  by  Cluverius,  and  Weflcling;  who  cites  this  paffage 
in  his  edition  of  Diodorus.  Not  to  mention  that  the  cxpreffion  ToKvT£XB«y  k^  h\nq>t  is  not 
in  my  opinion  the  idiom  of  the  Greek,  *        ^  -       * 

f  Diod.  ^1  Fazdlo.  '■  -       .  •  ^  r  :     ■•  •      • 

A  frag- 
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A  fragment  of  a  pillar,  which  is  not  buried  under  the  other  ruins, 
but  is  acceffible,  proves  the  truth  of  what  Diodorus  has  faid  of  the 
pillars :  a  man  may  lie  down  in  the  fluting.  Riedefel,  an  accurate 
obferver  and  learned  antiquary,  is  of  opinion  that,  though  the  account 
of  Diodorus  is  very  perfed:  and  juft,  yet,  in  what  relates  to  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  temple^  there  is  an  error  of  the  tranfcriber.  Riedefel 
fuppofes  the  probable  height  of  the  temple,  when  it  was  (landing,  to 
be  a  hundred  and  fifty  palms :  that  is,  about  a  hundred  and  twenty 
feet.  He  found  the  circumference  of  the  pillars  to  be  forty-two  palms  i 
or  thirty-four  feet :  pieds  de  rot.  However,  as  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of 
the  length  and  breadth  from  thefe  ruins,  the  ftatement  of  Diodorus 
might  be  accurate  in  all  refpeds. 

Captain  Colfon  meafured  a  triglyph,  which  was  nine  feet  and  a  half 
high,  and  five  feet  four  inches  broad ;  and  this  fmgle  circumftance  will 
be  fufficient  to  afford  you  fome  idea  of  the  aftonifhing  magnitude  of 
the  whole. 

I  am  afTured  that  this  temple,  as  well  as  that  of  Selinus,  was  reduced 
to  a  pile  of  ftones  by  a  dreadful  earthquake :  or  probably  by  fever.aU 
The  deftruftive  hand  of  man  demolifhes  in  a  heap :  the  powerful  arm 
of  nature  alone  could  hurl  thefe  cumbrous  mafles  in  this  intermingled 
confufion.  Ever  youthful,  ever  victorious,  fhe  fmiles  beneath  the 
ruins  of  proud  but  comparatively  impotent  art*  Among  thefe  piles 
earth  fends  forth  a  verdant  grove  of  fig  and  almond  trees*  The  firft 
piftachio  tree  I  faw  was  in  the  tfemple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  j  and 
was  at  once  covered  with  bloom  and  with  numerous  red  nuts,  that  were 
l>ut  jufl  appearing. 

Between  two  remains  of  temples,  one  of  which  took  the  name  o^ 
Caflor  and  Pollux  and  the  other  of  Vulcan,  each  of  them  appearing 
to  have  been  equal  in  magnitude  and  architedure  to  what  is  called 
the  temple  of  Concord,  the  bed  of  the  fifh-pond  is  evidently  perceptible 
which  Diodorus  has  thus  defcribed. 

"  Near  this  temple*'  (of  the  Olympian  Zeus)  "  there  was  a  potid 

VoL.IL  Rr  "funk 
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"  funk  of  feven  Jladia  in  circumference,  and  twenty  cubits  deep  ;  in 
"  which  fifli  of  various  kinds  were  kept  for  public  feftivals,  with  fwans, 
"  and  other  birds,  for  the  pleafure  of  the  inhabitants*.'* 

This  place  is  very  pleafant  under  its  prefent  change  of  form.  The 
pool  communicated  with  the  river  Drago^  the  Acragas  of  the  ancients ; 
and,  the  bed  of  the  pool  being  dry,  its  fhady  hollow  is  covered  with  a 
large  and  lovely  garden. 

Vaft  remains  are  feen  from  the  walls ;  and  nature  herfelf  prefents 
her  high  rocky  back,  of  which  architeSure  might  eafily  have  taken 
advantage.  In  thefe  rocks  various  fepulchres  have  been  hewn ;  and 
probably  for  the  warriors  who  had  fallen  in  defence  of  their  country, 
and  from  whofe  departed  fpirits  aid  was  expeifted.  No  wonder  that 
the  Carthaginians  were  ftruck  with  terror,  when,  after  having  de- 
ftroyed  thefe  fepulchres,  they  imagined  they  beheld  the  wandering 
fhades  of  the  dead. 

We  likewife  faw  the  ruins  of  a  bridge  over  the  river ;  and  two  cir- 
cular apertures  near  the  prefent  town,  which  denote  great  cavities  in 
the  earth,  and  are  probably  the  remains  of  fubterranean  aquedu<3:s  :  as 
fuppofed  by  Diodorus.  After  the  viftory  of  Gelo  over  the  Cartha- 
ginians, they  were  conftruded  under  the  direilion  of  one  Pbaax ;  and^ 
becaufe  of  their  excellence,  in  honour  of  him  were  called  Pbaacian  \. 

During  the  interval  between  the  vicStory  of  Gelo,  497  years  before 
the  birth  of  Chrift,  and  the  deftrudlion  of  Agrigentum,  406  years  be>- 
fore  Chrift,  the  greateft  temples  in  Sicily,  at  the  ruins  of  which  we  are 
now  amazed,  were  probably  built. 

The  Carthaginian  prifoners  were  divided  by  Gelo  ;  and  each  of  the 
friendly  cities  had  a  number,  equal  to  the  number  of  their  citizens  that 
ferved  in  the  war.  By  this  divifion,  Agrigentum  obtained  many  ;  and 
the  more  becaufe,  after  the  battle,  many  of  the  fugitives  had  been 
feized  on  the  Agrigentine  territories.  Several  of  the  citizens  of  Agri- 
gentum had  five  hundred   Carthaginians ;    and  thefe,   according   ta 

*  Diod.lib.  xi.  v.  i.  p.  423.  f  Ibid. 

Diodorus^ 
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Diodorus,  were  moft  of  them  employed  in  public  works  ;  efpecially 
in  hewing  of  ftone,  part  of  which  was  ufed  to  build  their  great  temple, 
and  part  for  the  fubterranean  aqueducts. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  temples  in  Selinus  and  Egefta  were 
undertaken  with  emulous  magnificence ;  and  I  believe  that,  like  the 
temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  in  Agrigentum,  they  were  not  com- 
pleted. The  Selinuntii  could  not  have  partaken  of  the  flaves  of  Gelo; 
for  they  were  the  allies  of  the  Carthaginians. 

The  afpe<3:  of  Agrigentum  muft  have  been  grand  :  for  it  was  built 
upon  five  hills.  The  prefent  Girg^nti  (lands  on  a  hill,  and  enjoys  a 
very  pure  air.  The  valley  extends  between  thefe  heights  and  the 
fea  fhore  ;  and  is  divided  into  fertile  corn  fields,  vineyards,  and  orchards 
of  olive,  almond,  mulberry,  St.  John's  bread,  fig,  and  pomegranate, 
trees*  Thefe  fruits  are  all  excellent  in  their  kind :  nor  can  I  forget 
the  pleafure  T  received  under  a  mulberry  tree  of  extraordinary  fize; 
that,  while  we  were  overcome  by  the  great  heats  we  had  endured,  in 
going  from  ruin  to  ruin,  fometimes  riding  and  fometinjes  walking, 
refrefhed  us  with  its  paradifaical  fruit. 

The  almond  tree  is  likewife  here  very  large;  and  the  unripe 
almonds  are  now  eaten,  and  appear  to  me  much  better  tafted  than 
when  ripe:  befide  which  they  are  held  to  be  very  healthy.  Olive  trees 
and  prolific  corn  fields  every  where  delight  the  eye. 

The  Drago^  or  ancient  Acragas^  coming  from  the  north,  flows  round 
the  town;  four  Italian  miles  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which  it  empties  itfelf 
into  the  fea  *.     It  is  joined  by  the  brook  Rucello^  between  the  fea  and 

the 

•  I  think  I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  Cluverius  is  miftaken,  when  he  calls  the  Fiume 
di  Naro  the  Acragas.  The  paflage  which  he  cites,  from  Polybius,  appears  to  favour  my 
opinion :  for  Polybius  fays — **  The  Jcmgas  ran  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city :  but  that 
fide  which  is  oppofite  to  the  fetting  fun  and  the  wind  called  libs  is  watered  by  the  river 
Hypfas!*  Tfit  ya^  dunt  srof a  pttv  mv  wriov  '/r%MVfav  o  awuwfiof  m  ttoXsi,  va^a  3s  mv  em  ra^ 
^wiif  Mm  Tov  ufia  rsrgafAfjumv  o  TTfo^ayofivofjievoi  'T>]^a;f.     The  Acragas  winds  round  the 

f  PoJyb.  ix.  21. 

R  r  «  ancient 
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the  city ;  and  this  brook,  with  the  Acragas,  made  the  ancient  city  a 
peninfula. 

The  river  Naro,  formerly  called  the  Hyp/as,  runs  on  the  eaft ;  at  the 
diftance  of  three  Italian  miles.  But  this  is  not  the  beautiful,  abundant, 
and  fhady  Hyp/as^  which  is  now  called  the  Belici^  and  which  wanders 
not  far  from  the  ruins  of  Selinus. 

The  prefent  little  Girgenti,  feen  at  a  diftance,  promifes  much  ;  for 
it  is  built  on  a  high  broad  rock,  and  appears  larger  than  it  is.  The 
grand  afpeft  of  the  ancient  Agrigentum,  as  feen  from  the  fea,  is  alluded 
to  in  the  following  paflage : 

Arduus  inde  Acragas  oftentat  mapclma  longe 
Mctniay  magnanim&m  quondam  generator  equorum. 

ViR.  -ffin.  ill.  703. 


ancient  city  on  the  right ;  and  how  could  the  inhabitants  have  named  their  city  after  a 
diftant  river,  inftead  of  the  river  that  bathed  its  walls  ?  All  traces  of  Agrigentum  arc 
loft  long  before  you  come  to  the  Narob  *  Speaking  of  the  founding  of  the  city,  Pindas 
fays : 

*lefov  ^ov  outnfAa 
UorafAHf  J^Mt^dUi  r*  hav 

W.  T.  X. 

<<  After  great  affli^iion  and  many  toils,  they  obtained  the  facred  dwelling  of  the 
**  ftream  5  and  were  the  eye  of  Sicily*/'  I  do  not  dxink,  as  fome  have  explained  thiJi 
paflage,  that,  by  the  word  eye,  Pindar  alluded  to  the  watohfulnefs  of  Agrigentum :  but 
rather  to  the  beauty  of  this  city,  and  of  Syracufe  5  which  cities  were  equally  the  eye  of 
Sicily.  With  refpefl  to  the  Drago,  Fazello,  Amico,  and  other  Sicilians,  are  of  opinioft 
that  it  is  the  ancient  Acragas  ! 

*  Weft  tranflates 

A  race  long  exercifed  in  woes ; 
Ere,  fmiling  o'er  her  kindred  flood. 
The  manfion  of  their  wiflx'd  repofe. 

Their  facred  city  ftood  : 
And  through  amaz'd  Sicilia  (hone 
The  luftrc  of  their  feir  renown.    T. 

Then 
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Then  Agragas  with  lofty  fummits  crownM ; 
Long  for  the  race  of  warlike  fteeds  renownM. 

Drydeni  V.  924. 

If  I  may  judge  from  the  only  perfon  with  whom  I  am  acquainted 
at  this,  place,  the  inhabitants  of  Girgenti  ftill  preferve  the  virtue  of 
hofpitality.  The  Canon  Spoto  overwhelmed  us  with  civilities  of  every 
kind,  fupplied  us  with  his  own  furniture  at  our  inn,  and  covered  our 
table  with  his  hofpitable  prefentSk  On  our  account,  he  deferred  a 
journey  which  he  intended  to  tabfe,  and  is  now  employed  in  writing 
us  letters  of  recommendation.  Hofpitality  is  a  virlue  common  to  all 
the  Italians  and  Sicilians,  who  auticipate  the  wants  of  ftrangers :  but 
few  of  them  fo  well  undcrftand  as  the  Caaon  Spoto  that  repofe,  un- 
reftraint,  and  the  free  difpofal  of  then:  ^wn  time,  are  among  the  prelf- 
ing  neceflities  of  certain  travellers. 

He  poffeffes  a  valuable  colledion  of  Greek  vafes,  which  have  been 
found  in  the  fepulchres  of  the  ancient  city. 

He  likcwife  fhewed  us  the  handfome  building,  .ijie  «ilpeftable 
library,  and  a  fine  coUedlion  of  ancient  coins :  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  feminary  by  Count  Luchefe. 

I  met  with  \\i^  ferula^  or  fennel  giant :  a  plant  wJbich  bears  an  um- 
bellated  flower,  or  tuft.  The  Greeks  called  it  mgJ>w|.  It  attains  the 
height  of  a  man,  greatly  refembles  the  fennel,  which  here  grows 
equally  high,  and  the  ftalk  is  hollow  and  filled  with  a  kind  of  pith, 
that  kindles  like  a  match,  and  loiHg  conthiiieS'to  glimmer.  Hence  the 
ancients  feigned  that  Prometheus  brought^firefrom  heaven  in  the  ftalk 
of  this  plant.  Hefiod  fays  Zeus  had  concealed  the  fire  :  but  that  the 
fon  of  Japetus  ftole  it,  for  the  ufe  of  men,  without  the  kijowledge  of 
Zeus,  by  putting  it  into  a  hollow  ftalk  of  this  plant. 

Yifu^t  3e  9ri/f .     To  fjny  au^i^  svf  Trouf  lawiroio 
'EjvAi^''  dv^(Mroiin  Aio$  frofa  ftifrtonrro; 
*£»  jmiXai  fafdnxty  >a^6iv  Ata  rs^'iruufouvw. 

But  from  Prometheus  'twas  concealed  in  vain^ 
Which  for  the  ufe  of  man  he  ftole  again. 
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And,  artful  in  his  fraud,  brought  from  above, 
Clos'd  in  a  hollow  cane,  deceiving  Jove. 

Cooke'$  Hefiod,  b.  1. 1.  73 . 

In  ^fchylus,  Prometheus,  whea  chaiaed  upon  the  rock,  exclaims 

Haang  Pforoi;  TTsfrivey  xai  fisya;  TTopo^ ; 

•T^roiSfio^  isfffMTji  TroLO'tToSKitnoi  «». 

Hid  in  a  hollow  cane  the  fount  of  fire 
I  privately  convey'd,  of  every  art 
Produ£live  and  the  nobleft  gift  to  men.  - 
And  for  this  flight  oflFence  woe,  woe  is  me  I 
I  bear  thefe  chains,  fix'd  to  this  favage  rock, 
Unihelter'd  from  th*  inclemencies  of  th'  air. 

Potter,  Prometheus  Chained.  ^ 

Th€  Bacchantes  in  Euripides  thus  fing : 

A(OfM  MM  ;KOf 0($  i(Attci¥  V^aMETdVy 

*laxcuf  if  Siva^a:>JMVf 

T^ofB^ov  yn^MOfMv  sif  dAtgfc  giTrrnvm 

But  Bacchus,  waving  in  his  hand 
The  torch  that  from  his  hallowed  wand 
Flames  high,  his  roving  Baccha  leads ; 
And,  ihouting  as  he  nimbly  treads, 
Flings  to  the  wanton  wind  his  ftreaming  hair. 

Potter,  v.  153. 


LET. 
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LETTER    XCL 

Syracufc,  a5th  June  1792* 

iVl  Y  intention  was  to  have  travelled  from  Girgenti  to  Cqftro 
Giovanni ;  the  Enna  of  the  ancients,  famous  for  its  grove,  its  bloom* 
ing  fields,  and  the  fable  of  the  rape  of  Proferpine :  carried  off  by  Pluto 
while  (he  was  gathering  flowers.  From  thtence,  I  fhould  have  ridden 
through  the  country  to  Syracufe  :  but  we  learned  that  the  air  of  CaJlrQ 
Giovanni  is  bad,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year ;  and  therefore  determined 
to  flop  on  the  coaft,  at  Terranova. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  we  journeyed  through  barren  fields  to 
Palma ;  and,  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  as  we  entered  this 
handfome  little  town,  the  beams  of  the  fun  were  glowing  hot.  Near 
the  walls,  the  country  is  well  watered,  and  rich  in  vegetation.  The 
almond  trees,  which  are  in  great  numbers,  grow  to  a  confiderable  fize  ; 
and  the  St.  John's  bread  likewife  is  very  large,  and  has  a  confpicuous 
and  beautiful  appearance.  Its  ftrong  fcions  fpring  round  it  near  the 
root,  bend  back  again  to  the  earth,  and  there  take  root  themfelves  j  fo 
that  a  fingle  tree,  with  its  branching  family,  appears  a  little  grove. 

A  letter  of  recommendation,  from  the  friendly  Canon  Spoto,  gained 
us  accefs  to  a  fpacious  palace  in  Palma ;  where  we  flept  during  the  heat 
of  the  day.  Warm  as  thefe  fouthern  climates  are,  you  generally  find 
pleafant  and  cool  retreats  in  the  houfes.  The  ftrong  walls  repel  the 
heat,  and  the  apartments  are  very  lofty.  You  feldom  fuffer  much  from 
the  heat  during  the  day,  while  under  the  roof  j  but  rather  in  the  even- 
ing, after  having  been  into  the  open  air,  and  when  the  walls  have  been 
warmed  through.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  heat  of  the  night  wiH 
frequently  not  fuffer  you  to  fleep :  yet  that  the  greater  heat  of  the  day 
makes  you  fleepy.     The  fame  indeed,  in  a  certain  degree,  may  be  faid 
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of  Germany :  although  the  morning  and  evening  dew  there  falls  much 
morecopioufly  than  in  thefe  countries;  where  the  delightful  dew-air, 
which  is  fo  great  a  reftorative,  cannot  always  be  enjoyed,  and  never 
in  the  fame  abundance  as  in  our  country.  The  flies  here  are  very 
teafing,  by  day ;  and  filk  gauze,  thrown  over  the  face,  is  quite  necef- 
fary  for  the  traveller  who  wi(hes  to  flecp. 

Palma  belongs  to -the  Prince  of  Lampedufa.;  and,  in  the  year  1779, 

ontained  little  more  than  five  dioufand  inhabitants :  though  its  prefent 

population  is  ^ftimated  at  nine  thoufknd  ;  which  increafe  may  be  attri* 

butedtoa  rich  fulphur  mine.     This  town  was  firft  built  in  the  year 

1637,  by  a  perfon  of  the  family  of  Chiavo  Monte. 

Not  farfrxim  Palma  white  partridges  arc  found,  on  a  till  near  the 
fea,  which  have  remained  there  from  t^rclire  to  fifteen  years :  though 
the  place  they  came  from  is  not  known.  They  frequently  couple 
with  other  "partridges  ;  and  the  young  brood  then  confifts  of  both  kinds. 
The  common  partridge  of  the  iiland  is. grey,  with  white  fpota,  and 
flefh  of  a  high  red  colour  on  the  :beak.  They  have  a  refen^blance  to 
the  Guinea  hen. 

We  rode  to  Alicata,  in  the  afternoon ;  near  which  town  is  a  charm- 
ing long  hill,  the  fouth  fide  of  which  wards  oflT  the  heat.  It  is  em- 
bellifhed  with  country  houfes  and  verdant  orchards,  and  watered  by 
rich  fprings ;  which  likewife  refrelh  the  neighbouring  coilntry,  where 
they  arife  through  fubterranean  pafiages. 

People  in  Germany  have  falfe  ideas  concerning  the  fummer  dry- 
ncfs  of  vegetation  in  hot  countries.  In  open  unfliaded  and  fcantily 
watered  paftures,  I  grant  that  the  grafe  above  the  furfacc  is  parched ; 
and  that,  during  the  hot  months,  onfuch  the  cows  cat  what  may  more 
properly  be  called  hay  than  grafs :  but  the  herds  of  cattle  are  then  paf- 
tured  on  the  mountains,  where  the  grafs  remains  frelh;  and  the  meadows 
which  are  then  burnt  up  afford  them  frefli  fodder  in  the  winter. 
Accuftomed  to  this  air,  and  taking  root  in  a  very  fruitful  foil,  the  trees 
are  clothed  in  a  lovely  green  j  and  both  hills  and  valleys,  if  nature  do 

but 
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but  favour  them  with  water,  afford  a  rich  vegetation  of  lierbage  and 
foliage :  of  the  poliflied  verdure  of  which  we  northern  people  can  form 
no  idea,  .  Several  of  the  African  plants  of  our  hot  houfes  have  this 
colour,  this  fulnefs,  and  this  poKfh, 

Alicata^  JJcata^  or  Leocuta^  is  a  pleafant  town  j  built  partly  upon  a 
hill,  and  partly  below  it,  on  the  fea  fide.  A  fortrefs  is  ereded  on  a 
fmall  cape,  adjoining  to  the  town,  that  extends  into  the  fea.  At  pre^ 
fent  the  hill,  taking  its  name  from  the  town,  iB  called  Montt  di  Ucata  \ 
Cluverius  imagined  it  to  be  the  Ecnomos  of  the  ancients. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Alicata,  was  eftimated,  by  Amico,  at 
10,960.  He  is  an  authentic  writer,  but,  during  the  laft  thirty  years> 
the  numbers  inmoft  of  the  royal  towns  have  decreafed,  in  cotifequencc 
of  various  oppreilions,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  baronial  towns. 
Though  the  inhabitants,  particularly  the  Icfler  nobility,  juftly  complain 
of  the  Barons,  yet  they  are  lefs  oppreffed  by  them  than  when  imme* 
diately  under  the  government  of  the  King:  for,  as  the  road  is  always 
open  to  complaint,  and  as  by  government  the  refpeft  for  the  rights  of 
the  Barons  is  more  willingly  diminiftied  than  increafed,  the  latter  are 
obliged  to  exercife  great  precaution  when  they  aflert  thefe  rights. 

AUcata  was  taken  and  burned,  in  the  year  1553,  by  the  Turks  j  and 
their  allies,  the  French  f . 

This  town  Hands  where  Pbintia  formerly  flood :  a  place  which  was 
founded  by  the  Agrigentinc  tyrant,  Pbintias ;  a  contemporary  of  Pyr- 
rhus.  It  was  to  this  place  that  he  brought  the  inhabitants  of  Gela,  ^8 a 
years  before  Chrift,  after  he  had  deftroyed  that  mother  town  of  Agri- 
gentum. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  we  rode  all  the  fore  part  of  the  day  ;  till,  about 

eleven  o'clock,  we  arrived  at  Terranova.     Near  Alicata,  we  croffed  the 

mouth  of  the  river  Fitime  Salfo ;  the  largeft  ftream  in  the  ifland,  and 

formerly  called  the  Himeras.     It  divides  the  ^^r/  di  Ma%%ara  from  the 

Vai  di  Noto^  in  which  we  now  are.     The  heat  became  very  great  as 

•  tcx.  Top.  Sic.  t  Tazello. 

Vol.il  Sf  the 
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the  morning  advanced.  The  debilitating  fcirocco  blew ;  and  the  very 
fea  appears  unwillingly  to  feel  its  influence.  Though  it  is  attended 
with  very  little  current  of  air^  yet,  when  it  prevails,  the  waves  of  the 
fea  foam  and  roar,  and  it  feems  as  if  its  influence  was  more  ftrongly 
felt  in  this  element  than  in  the  lighten  air.  It  brings  humidity  :  the 
clothes  adhere  to  the  body  at  its  touchy  the  marrow  feems^  melted 
in  the  bones,,  and  fpleen- and  melancholy  afflid  the  heart.  Gold  bath-- 
ing  and.  cooling  beverage,,  with  fruit,  or  a  draught  of  generous  wine, 
and  ftill  more  eflfedually  ice  and  repofe,  are  thcL:  remedies  by  whiclr 
it  may  be  refiftedi 

The  founders^both  of  ancient  and  of  modern  towns  naturally  chofa 
tlie  countries  that  were  well  watered  j  and  Terranova  enjoys  the  blefT- 
logs  which  frefh  vegetation  and  excellent  fruits  afford; 

Here  flood  the  ancient  Gcla *,  to  which  a  colony  was  ledby  Anti- 
phemus  from  Rhodes,  and  Entimus  from'  Crete ;  who  joined  in  com-- 
munity  forty-five  years  after  the  founding  of  Syracufe,  in  the  fiffft  year* 
of  the  23d  Olympiad,  686  y^ars  before  Chrift.  It  was  built  near  the 
river  Gelasi  from  which  the  town  took  its  name.  An  ancient  Greet 
fcholiaft,  upon  Pindar,  calls  the  river  Gclon ;  and  it  is  now  called  by 
the  modern  name  of  the  town,  Terranova.  Not  far  from  Terranova, 
on  the  fouth-weft  fhore,  a  Doric  pillar  lies  thrown  down:  a  folitaryy 
token  of  the  former  grandeur  of  Gela-. 

The  territory  of  Gela  was  extenfive,  and  the  place  itfelf  large.  .  I^ 
was  called  aV«^>  by  the  poet  Callimachus :  a  word  which  is  only  ufed. 
to  denote  great  cities.  It. is  likewife  called,  hy  Yxrgily  Jmma/iis  Gela  f.. 
Another  interpretation  of  the  word  immanis  derives  it  from  the  tyrants,, 
who  fome  of  them  governed  and  others  were  natives  of  Gela^  I  grant 
that  immanis  is, generally  ufed  to  expxefs  a  cruel  and  favage  nature  ^ . 

♦  Thuc.  l<vi.  p.  38o,. 
f  In  iightof  the  Gcloan  fields  wie  pafs ;, 
And  tbe  large  walk,  where  mighty  Gela  was. 

Djitp£N  I  iEa..iii.  1.  922. 
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bul  the  circumftance  that  Gela  was  governed  by  tyrants  did  not  dlftin- 
guifh  it  from  other  towns  in  Sicily.  Gelo,  Hiero  the  Firft,  and 
Thrafybulus,  three  fons  of  Dinomenes,  who  fucceffively  governed 
Syracufe,  were  natives  of  Gela.  Gelo,  one  of  the  greateft  and  beft 
men  of  Grecian  times,  ruled  becaufe  he  was  refpedled ;  not  becaufe  he 
was  powerfuL  The  character  of  Hiero  was  more  equivocal ;  though 
he  was  praifed  by  Pindar  and  Simonides,  both  great  poets.  Thrafybu- 
lus,  in  every  fenfe  of  the  word,  was  a  tyrant. 

The  great  tragic  poet,  iEfchylus,  fpent  the  remainder  of  his  old  age 
in  Gela ;  after  he  had  quitted  Athens  in  difguft.  One  day,  while  he 
was  fleeping,  an  eagle  that  was  bearing  a  tortoife,  wifliing  to  break  its 
hard  fhell,  let  it  fall  upon  the  bare  fkull  of  the  poet ;  miflaking  it  for  a 
ftone:  and  thus  died  JEfchylus.  Paufanias*,  a  philofopher  and 
phyfician,  the  friend  and  difciple  of  Empedocles,  and  Timogencs  the 
philofopher,  the  difciple  of  Theophraftus,  were  both  of  Gela. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  403  years  before  Chrift, 
Himilco,  the  general' of  the  Carthaginians,  after  he  had  deftroyed  Agri- 
gentum,  fell  with  his  whole  army  on  the  territories  of  Gela  and  Cama<- 
rina.  From  the  banks  of  the  Gelas,  near  the  city  Gela,  he  took  a 
coloffal  ftatue  of  Apollo,  and  fent  it  to  Tyrus :  the  mother  city  of  Car- 
thage :  and,  when  Alexander  befieged  Tyrus,  the  citizens  accufed  this 
(latue  of  favouring  the  enemy.  The  Carthaginian  fortified  his  camp ; 
expecting  that  Dionyfius,  who  by  power  and  artifice  had  lately  ob- 
tained the  ibvereigaty  of  Syracuse,  would  march  againft  him  with  a 
great  army.  The  Gelenfes  determioed  to  fend  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren to  Syracufe  ;  but  the  women  fled  to  the  altars,  and  fo  preffingly 
entreated  the  men  to  fiiflfer  them  to  fhare  ia  the  dangers  of  war  that 
they  were  permitted  to  remain. 

The  Gelenfcs  frequently  fallied  on  the  foe ;  and,  profiting  by  their 
knowledge  of  the  country,  Jdlled  and  took  many  of  the  Carthaginians. 

^  Not  Paufanias  the  writer. 

Sf2  They 
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They  fought  valiantly ;  though  their  walls  began  to  be  (battered;  and 
breaches  were  made  by  the  deftru<9tive  battering  rams  :  but  what  the 
day  deftroyed  the  night  repaired ;  and  women  and  children  laboured 
at  the  work,  while  the  mea  remsuncd  under  anns.  Their  defence  was. 
truly  undaunted  ;  though  their  city  was  not  very  ftrong,  their  walls 
were  in  ruins,  and  no  allies  were -come  to  their  aid. 

At  length,  Dionyfius  arrived  with  a  mixed  army;  from  Syracufe, 
the  allied  Grecians  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  antl  foldiera  that  he  bad  taken 
into  pay  :  buc  he  was  defeated,  in  a  battle  againft  the  Carthaginians,, 
was  conftrained  ta  fend  the  citizens  of  Gela  away  by  night  to  Syra- 
cufe,  and  the  enemy  took  pofleffion  of  the  place  *• 

The  inhabitants  of  Gela  were  fent  from  Syracufe  to  Leontium  j  but 
they  mult  foon  after  have  returned  to  their  native  place,  for  Gela  took 
part  with  Dion  againfl  the  younger  Dionyfius  f. 

In  ,the  fecond  year  of  the  117th  Olympiad,  309  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chrift,  Agathocles,  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  accufed  the  Gelenfes 
of  taking  part  with  the  Carthaginians,  put  more  than  £our  thoufand 
citizens  to  death,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  give  him  all  the  coined  and 
uncoined  gold  and  filver  J. 

Gela  was  deftroyedby  Phintias,  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum,  2.82  years* 
before  Chrift,  in  the  firft  year   of  the  124th  Olympiad. 

The  modern  town,  Tcrranova^  was  founded  about  the  middle  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  by  the  £mperor  Frederic  the  Seconds  The  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  thirty .  years  ago  was  eftimated  at  7076,  by 
Amico^  It  is  a  baronial  town,  and  bdoogs  to  the  Duke  of  Monte* 
feone.. 

On  the  23d,  wepafledthe  river  STivrtf^ova, the  ancient  Grids;  Icav* 
ingthe  fea  behind  ua  on  the  right,  and  paffing  through  the  country  of 
the  Gelenfes;  the  fertility  of  vrhich  has  in.  all  ages  been  fo  famous. 
I  never  beheld  ftronger  ftubUe  v  and,  where  the  com  was  not  yet  cut,, 

•  Diod.  1.  xiii.  vol.  i.  p.  6304  f  Died,  1.  xir,  vol.  ii.  p.  89; 

%  Diod.  L  xiz.  vol.  is.  £.  400..  f  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 

althoughi 
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althougE  on  fields  which,  had  fuffered  this  year  fca:  the  want  of  rairi^ 
the  crops  even  there  could  fcarcely  be  called  moderate.  . 

We  arrived  at  the  little  town  K>i  Santa  Maria  di'Nt/cemi^  which  Is 
feuilt  on  a  hill,  before  the  morning  fim  became  too  powerful.  As  w6 
appeared  to  be  in  a  wretched  inn,  we  were  looking  round  for  acloifter, 
when  a  well-drefled  perfon  defired  us  to  follow  him,  in  a  friendly^ 
manner,  and  took  us  to  the  houfe  of  his  fon ;  who  was  ihaScrivano  of 
the  town.  As  foon  as  we  had  .alighted,  a  number  of  people  had  col- 
kded  round  us,  and  our  chamber  was  pr^fently  fuU  of  inquifitive  bab-r 
biers  ;  who  all  came,  as  they  i2AA^  per  dimojlrar  una  piccoia-dttenti^me  a 
gRJignori  f ore/Fieri  r  to  ihew  a  little  attention  to  tjie  fordgn  gentle^^ 
men  :  but  in  rcaKty  to  gratify  their  own  infatiahle  curro(ity; 

Among  them,  there  was  an  old  prieft  ;  of  whofe  company,  like  thd 
reft,  we  began  to  be  impatient  t  but  of  which  we  were  afterward  muctr 
alhamed.  After  many  queftions  concerning  our  travels,  and  gt\4ng 
us  friendly  council,  he  departed ;  but  foon  returned  with  letters  of  re« 
commendation ;  z-ifA,  not  fatisfied  with  that,,  gave  our  m.uleteer  an  Ita«^ 
Man  cock  to  be  e^teq  by  ds  on  the  road.^ 

In  the  afternoon,,  we  faw  many  large  corktrees;  and  in  the  evening: 
arrived  at  Caltagirone^'  This  place,  which  contains  more  than  feventeea 
thoufandidbtbitanta,  by  paying  a  voluntary  gift  to  the  King,  is  almoft 
freed  from  taxe^.;  jand  is  eadawed  y^ith  commercial  privileges,  greater 
than  thofe  of  any  other  town.  A  colonnade^  rather  ^and  than  beau« 
tiful,  which  jhe  citizens  have  buiH  ott  a  height  to  ienjoy  the  open  air^ 
and  a  fpacious  high  roadr  in  the  CDntinuation  ^  which  they  are  now 
employed,  denote  the  adtivity  of  the  inhabitants  j  who  feel  their  grow- 
ing power.  The  town  is  buttt  on  a  hill^  a&d  its  origin  is  doubtful ;, 
though  it  certdnly  exifted  in  the  times  of  the  Saracens^  and  probably 
inore  early :  as  the  height  and  the  ftirrbunding  lands  muft  at  all  tim^% 
have  given  delight.  .   c  > ,  j 

Yefterday,  foon  after  we  had  left  Caltagironf^vre  beheld  £tna  ;>tow^ 
fling  behind  the  intervening  mountains*  The  road  brought  u$  tfirou'^h^* 

fcrtife 
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iertile  and  well  cultivated  countries ;  and  we  again  faw  bills  that  were 
fliaded  with  trees. 

We  left  the  little  town  of  Minoe  on  .a  hill,  lying  on  our  right.  It 
was  formerly  inhabited  by  the  Siculi,  called  Menai  *,  and  was  the  birth- 
place of  the  famous  Ducetius ;  the  leader  or  King  of  the  Siculi ;  who^ 
in  the  fourth  year  of  the  8ift  Olympiad,  450  years  before  Chrift,  tranf- 
ported  the  inhabitants  to  t^e  plains  near  the  temple  of  the  Pdici :  from 
which  the  new  town  was  called  Palica. 

Thefe  Gods  werie  Tuppofed  to  be  the  twin  foas  of  Zeus  and  the 
Nymph  ^tna:  or,  according  to  others,  Thalia.  Their  temple  was 
famed  for  its  antiquity,  and  the  facred  terror.it  infpired.  We  are  told, 
by  Diodorw,  it  had  hot  and  apparently  glowing  fprings  ;  which  rofe 
frpm  boiHng  gulphs,  out  of  craters  of  no  great  circumference,  but  of 
immeafurable  depth.  The  ftench  of  the  fulphur  is  fo,  great  that  no 
onfe.  has  ever  yet  entirely  been  at  the  place.  The  deep, bubbling  water 
roara  fcarfuDy ;  but  never  overflows,  or  fails. 

,Here  the  moft  folemn.  oaths  were  fworn ;  and  Diodorus  affirms 
that  perjury  was  followed  by  immediate  puniflime^t.  The  oath  put 
an  end  to  the  moft  intricate  difputes.  Even  flaves  found  refuge  here 
againft  thek  cruel  and  angry  mafters;  who  durft  not  forcibly  take 
ihem  away,  bttt  wer^  obliged  to  give  them  the  fecurity  of  the  oath  : 
por  was  ihere  an  example  known,  fays  Diodorus,  of  a  mafter  who  did 
not Jceep  tkis  oatfa.^  .\ 

Tltt  temple  wiaa  built  iii  a  commanding  fituation  :  and  was  embel- 
Jifhcd  with  cDlonnades,  and  other  pleafmg  dbjeds  f* 

After 
^  I  agree  with  Gluycriyas,  find  read  MiwJnrDiQifoniS ;  inftead  of  the  common  reading, 

'  t  According  to  the  /able,  the  Njrmph  ^tna,  pr  Thalia,  for  fo  Macrobius  calls  her, 
being  j)regnant  by  Jiipiter  and  fearful  of  the  wrath  of  Juno,  wiflied  that  the  earth  might 
open.  Her  wifli  was  accompliihed;  and,  when  (he  was  deUvered  of  the  twins,  they  were 
caUcd'Pn&ri :  from  the  words  toxif  and  Ipfcu :  again  and  to  go :  becaufo  they  came  back  out 
of  the  ca«h.  According  to  others,  they  were  thcS^mt  who  became  fo  famous  under  the 
mmes.of  Caftor  and  Pollux.    They  were  called  Palici ;  becaufe  they  alternately  lived 

one 
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1*  After  DucetiuB  had  built  Palica  and  had  furroUnded  it  with  good 
walls,  he  divided  the  territorial  lands  among  the  citwris  ;  and  the  ex^ 
cellence  of  the  foil  and  the  number,  of  the  inhabiitftnts  fopn  rendered 
It  a  refpedable  place.  But  the  profperity  oi  Palica  was  of  (hort-du* 
ration,  for  it  was  quickly  deftroyed  *.^ 

We  were  prevented  jQrom  vifiting  thefe  bubbling  fpringj,  both  \yf 
the  badnefs  of  the  air  round  them  and  the  length  of  our  day's  jour ney*< 
A  living  Sicilian  author  fays — "  The  lake  of  Palici  is  ftill  full  of  fill- 
**  phurous  and  highly  infalubrious  water  :  fo  that  to  remain  near  it  iaf 
^'  dangerous  both  to<  man  and  beaft.  Its  breadth  is  about  a  hundred 
•*  paces/'  ' 

About  ten  in  the  forenoon,  we  arrived  at  the  little  town  of  Palagonia  ? 
which  is  built  on  a  height  and  overlooks  a  charming  vale.  This  fitua- 
tion  anjd  this  name  lead  me  to  think  it  highly  probable  that  the  temple 
flood  in  the  valley.  The  town  is  the  native  place  of  the  Princes  of 
Palagonia;  one  of  whom  built  the  grotefque  palace^  between  Solanto 
and  Palermo,  which  I  have  already  defcribed.. 

In  the  afternoon,  over  a  fruitful  country,  we  beheld  Mount  -ffXna  in 
its  whole  extent.  We  left  the  lake  Beveria  on  eur  left ;:  which  abounds 
in  fifh,  particularlyeelsi  and  birds.  The  river  Leonardo  flows  through  ity 
which  the  ancients  called  the  L/^^;  and,  foon.  after  it  has  left  the 
lake,  it  pafTes  hy  Lentini :  but,  as  it  frequently^  overflows,  it  renders  the 
2Hr  of  that  towa  very  unhealthy*:  W6  contemplated'  th«  fertile  fields 
which,  according  to  the  accounts  of  the  ancients^  excited  furprife  in 
Hercules  t ;  and  they  flill  fuppott'the.  fame  they  formerly  obtained.     . 

one  month  in  Olympus  and  the  next  in  the  infernal  regions :  firom  which  they  continually 
returned^  from  the  time  that  the  immortal'PoUux  obtained  petmiffion  oFZeu^  to  (hare 
his  immortality  with  the  mortal  Caftor,  who  had  flain  Lynceua  aud  was  afterward  killed 
by  Idas-  Inftead.  of  pinguis  ubi  et  plaecMlii  ara  Diasut  (Virg.  Ma.  vii.  763)  fomc  read. 
Palici :  and  Servius  fays  that  men  were  firft  facrificed  to  thefe  Gods^  but  that  they  thca 
accepted  other  facrifices  in  expiatioa:  therefore  Virgil  calls  the  altar  placabilis :  or  pla- 
cable. I  muft  further  remark  of  the  fons  of  Leda  thati  accordfaig  to  fome^  it  wa^^PoUux, , 
botiiccording  to- others  Caftor>  who  was  immortal-  *   ^ 

*  Diod,  lib.  xi.  voLi.  p.  471.  t  Diod,  lib.  ir,  vol.  i.  p.  270. 

Durihgj 
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During  tie  ^hdle  day,  we  had  ffeen  fmoke  afcend  not  oiily  cut  of 
the  upper  mouth  of  -£tna  but  Ukewife  from  a  lower  part ;  where,  feme 
months  ago,  a  new  aperture  burft  forth.  When  4t  was  dark,  we  Taw 
the  red  dream  of  lava. 

You  cannot  but  admire  our  good  fortune,  at  not  only  having  vifited 
Y^fuvius  during  its  eruption  but  jEtna,  Ukewife,  at  a  time  when  it 
affumed  every  beauty,  and  was  clothed  in  all  its  fertility. 

We  bad  a  letter  from  the  beautiful  young  Princeft  Leonforte,  of 
Palermo,  which  gained  us  admiffion  ^  a  convenient  houfe  in  i;he  upper 
part  of  the  town  of  Lentini ;  where  the  air  is  lefe  unhfcalthy.  This 
place  contains  rather  more  than  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  lies  at 
the  foot  of  a  height  j  at  the  top  of  which  (Charles  the  Fifth  buiit  a  new 
towu,  that  he  .mi^tcalliire  the  inhat^ants  to  change  their  bad'arr-friu:.  a 
better.  H^  called  this  town  Carlcntini^  and  it  contains  nearly  three 
tbouland  people.  - 

Lentini  is  a  frjiall  repMiinder  of  thefprmerly  flduriftiing  .and  mighty 
Leontium:  on  which,  in  the  firft^ear'of  the  i3th  Olympiad,  yzG 
years  btfore  Chrlft,  the  Cbalcidenfss^  &6iiL  Eubaa^  who  fix  years  1i)efore 
had  foiinded  the;  ^dKarn  Naxos,  had  madeai  ikfcent ;.  under  the  con* 
dud  of  the  fame  Thcodes  whom  they  had  followed  from  Greece ;  and 
fettled  here^  after  they  had  driven  out  the  Sicuii,  who  were  the  former 
inliabitau^tfidf  JLet>nd«'m^.  -^      •    ' 

'  ^iit  fame  fal^e  ^tteqd^d  the  Lebntini  as  befel  the  other  Greek  colo* 
ftiesof  Sicily;  who  w^sre  frequently oppreffed  by  tyrants,  and  as  fre- 
quentty  recovered  their  freedom.  Phdaris,  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum, 
on^of  thefe  oppreflbrs^  took  a^yay  theii;,arms;  and,  with  the  policy  of 
ilefpoJtifoivintrpduce44i|xury :  fo  tha^tq  fay  "  The  Leontini  are  always 
at  tfedir  bottle''  becvnve  proverbial. 

Leoittium  was  the  caufe  of  the  firft  attack  made  upon  Syracufe  by 
the  Athenians.  The  Leontini  were  then  at  war  with'the  Syracofians ; 
and  all  the  towns  of  Doric  origin,  except  Camarina,  took  part  with  the 
latter;  and  with  the  former  the  Gamarmi,  And  allth^  towpa  that  d^ 

.  f  ThUc.  nb.  vi.  p.  379.    .:•     .     •    '  :^ 

7  rived 
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rived  their  origin  from  the  Chalcidenfes.  The  arrogant  power  of  the 
Syracufians  oppreflfed  the  Leontini ;  who  fent  ambafladprs  to  Athens 
demanding  affiftance.  One  of  thefe  ambafTadors  was  the  famous  phi- 
lofopher,  and  orator,  Gorgias ;  who  exceeded  his  contemporaries  in 
the  reputation  of  eloquence :  though  his  oratory  chiefly  confided  in 
ftudied  artifice,  antithefis,  and  the  tricks  of  rhetoric  ;  unlike  the  high 
and  irrefiftible  eloquence  of  Pericles,  which  extorted  praife  even  from 
the  comic  poets.  Ariftophanes  fays  of  him — ^^  The  Olympic  Pericles 
"  fpeaks  in  thunder  and  lightning;  and  confounds  all  Greece."  And 
Eupolis,  of  whom  we  have  fome  fragments,  declares,  "  Convidlion  fat 
"  upon  his  lips :  it  was  fafcination  to  hear  him :  and  he  alone,  of  all 
**  the  oratorsj  left  a  fling  in  the  ear  *." 

But  the  Greeks,  particularly  the  Athenians,  were  infatiate  in  their, 
iove  of  novelty ;  and  Gorgias  kept  a  fchool  of  rhetoric,  and  received 
from  his  difciples  a  hundred  /w/W,  or  about  two  thoufand  rix  dollarsp 
Depravity  of  manners  and  depravity  of  tafte  go  hand  in  hand.  The 
beautiful  is  allied  to  the  beautiful ;  and  deformity  to  its  like. 

Gorgias  eafily  perfuaded  the  Athenians  to  take  part  iu  this  war ;  for 
they  had  long  defired  to  poflefs  Sicily,  and  feized  this  pretext  of  the 
opprefFed  Leontini ;  to  whom,  as  a  people  related  to  themfelves,  they 
owed  affiftance :  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Chalcidenfian 
origin  were,  like  the  Athenians,  defcended  from  the  lonians.     Accord- 

*  Diodorus  attributes  thefe  vcrfes  all  to  EupoHs;  after  he  had  cited  others  from  Arif- 
tophanes: but,  as  the  two  firft  of  thefe  verfes  are  generally  afcribed  to  Ariftophanes,  iqp 
fliould  thus,  with  Wcfleling,  read  the  text  of  Diodorus : 

Kal  ToAtv  cv  a^xoi;  (i.  e.  Pityei  'Afirofim) 

*Oi;tw5  hixti  xcu,  fMvoi  rZv  pnTo^uVy 
To  HivTfov  iyxareXtiTTt  toi(  dxfoafAsvoii* 

Vol.  II.  Tt  ingly 
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ingly  the  Athenians  declared  for  war :  but  this  war  was  tedious,  and 
the  Lcontini  at  laft  made  peace  with  Syracufe  ;  of  which  city  they 
obtained  the  freedom,  were  tranfported  thither,  the  Syracufians  took 
pofleflion  of  Leontium,  and  the  Athenians  failed  back  to  Greece*. 

Thus  expelled  from  their  native  city  by  the  Syracufians,  the  Leon- 
tini  endeavoured  to  recover  what  they  had  loft ;  and,  in  the  firft  year 
of  the  91ft  Olympiad,  414  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  in  concert 
with  the  Aceftaei,  who  were  at  war  with  the  Selinuntii,  they  induced 
Athens  to  make  a  fecond  attempt  upon  Sicily,  eleven  years  after  their' 
firft  effort,  and  in  the  i6th  year  of  the  Peloponnefian  war.  On  this 
occafion  the  Athenians  were  unconimonly  fanguine  ;  and  determined, 
before  they  began,  to  fell  all  the  Syracufians  and  Selinuntii  as  (Javcs*, 
and  to  impofe  an  annual  tribute  on  the  remaining  people  of  the  ifland. 

In  the  third  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  403  years  before  Chrift, 
while  they  were  ftill  at  war  with  the  Athenians,  the  Syracufians  tranf- 
planted  the  Agrigentini,  whofe  city  the  Carthaginians  had  deftroyed,  to 
Leontium.- 

In  the  fame  year,  Dionyfius  employed  the  people  of  Leontium  to 
fecure  himfelf  in  the  tyranny  of  Syracufe.  Afterward  however  Leon- 
tium becamfC  the  place  in  which  the  deliverers  of  Syracufe,  Dion,  and 
Timoleon,  began  their  enterprife  againft  the  tyrants ;  and  here  Icetas> 
the  tyrant  of  that  city,  fell  under  the  power  of  Timoleon  f  • 

On  each  fide  of  Lentini  many  caverns,  cut  in  the  rocks,  are  feen.. 
Perhaps  they  ferved  the  SicuH,  or  probably  the  more  early  Lseftrigons 
and  Cyclops,  as  habitations :  for  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  fabulous 
account  of  the  Cyclops  had  fome  foundation  in  truth ;  and  that  the 
favage  ftate  of  thefe  people  gave  rife  to  the  poetical  fidion,  that  they 
were  monfters. 

Early  in  the  forenoon,  we  rode  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Can-- 
tara  %  j  which  the  ancients  called  the  Alabisy  Alabo^  or  Alabus.  Ac- 
cording to  Bochart,   Halava^  in  the  Phoenician  language,   fignified 

*  Thuc.  1,  iii.  p.  22o,  and  Diod  1.  xii,  vol.L  p,  513,, 
t  Plut.  Life  of  Tim.  %  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 

fweetnefs ; 
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fweetnefs;  and  he  conjectured  that  the  river  was  tfcus  named  by  the 
Phoenicians,  becaufe  excellent  honey  was  produced  on  its  banks.  It 
fometimes  raeaiiders  between  high  rocks,  and  through  pleafant  valleys  j 
and  indeed  the  whole  country  is  vigorous  in  vegetation,  and  highly 
fertile.  We  faw  fine  herds  of  cattle ;  which,  in  this  ifland,  are  without 
exception  red,  have  prodigious  horns,  are  fhort,  ftrong,  and  numerous, 
and  are  only  diftinguifhable  by  their  colour  from  the  white  cattle  of 
Apulia. 

We  refted  in  the  middle  of  the  day  at  Fondaco  del  Fico ;  the  name 
of  which  will  remind  you  of  our  pleafant  refting  place  in  Calabria, 
between  Catanzaro  and  Monteleone,  where  we  halted  at  noon.  Like 
that  of  Calabria,  the  Fondaco  del  Fico  of  Sicily  is  delightful ;  efpecially 
becaufe  of  its  umbrageous  trees,  among  which  the  tall  mulberry  pre- 
dominates, and  which  at  prefent  affords  fomething  befide  its  cooling 
ihade. 

Dearth  and  uncleanlinefs  prevailed  in  the  inn :  but  the  branching 
foliage  of  a  large  fig  tree  gave  fweetnefs  to  our  mid-day  repaft  j  and 
its  ruftling  would  hava  invited  to  fleep,  had  we  not  been  obliged  to 
reach  Syracufe. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  over  the  places  where  formerly  the  leffer 
Hybla  and  Megara  ftood.  This  place  confifts  of  flat  rocks;  and  here 
we  faw  fome  remains  of  hewn  ftones>  which  no  doubt  had  been  a 
burial  place  of  Megara. 

About  the  time  that  the  Chalcidenfes  made  a  defcent  on  Leontium, 
JLamis  led  a  colony  from  Megara  in  Greece  to  the  nvti  Pantagias^  and 
founded  Trotilum;  which  lay  eaftward  of  Leontium,  on  the  fea  fide. 
Lamis  governed  Leontium,  and  the  Chalcidenfes ;  but  was  driven 
away  by  the  Leontini,  founded  Tapfus^  and  died.  His  countrymen 
were  expelled  from  Tapfiis  by  Hyblo^  a  King  of  the  Siculi,  and  built 
the  Hyblaan  Megara.  After  having  poflefled  this  place  two  hundred 
and  forty-five  years,  they  were  driven  from  their  town  and  its  territory 
by  Gelo,  the  ruler  of  Syracufe. 

T  t  2  A  hundred 
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A  hundred  years  after  the  building  of  Megaira  thefe  people,  under 
one  of  their  leaders  named  Pamilos,  founded  Selinus  *'. 

Except  the  honey  of  Hymettus^  a  mountain  of  Attica^  the  honey  of 
Hybia  was  eftcemed  above  all  others,  by  the  ancients.  Tliis  honey 
ftill  maintains  its  excellence  :  nor  can  lefs  be  expeded,  from  the  large 
ftrongly  aromatic  thyme  which  grows  here,  on  the  hot  rocky  beds  of 
earth. 

The  ancient  I'bapfos^  which  the  Romans,  omitting  the  letter  by 
called  Tap/us^  was  built  on  a  fmall  peninfula  of  the  fame  name  which 
we  faw  at  no  great  diftance,  and  is  now  called  Ifola  de  gli  Manghiji. 

The  afpedt  of  Syracufe  refembles  that  of  Taranto  ;  for  it  is  fituated' 
between  a  great  and  a  little  fea  :  as  we  may  venture  to  call  its  haven  a 
bay.  This  afpeQ:  even  ftill  has  fomething  grand  in  it :  although  the. 
prcfent  town,  limited  to  the  ifland,  probably  contains  only  the  twen- 
tieth part,  and  fcarcely  that,  of  the  ancient  Syracufe. 

How  many  elevated  ideas  did  this  afpeft  excite  in  the  foul !  This 
was  the  city  which  alone,  of  all  the  towns  of  Greece,  dared  to  vie  with 
Athens.  Centuries  rife  to  view,  and  ftrange  and  innumerable  events  ^ 
till  the  eye,  become  giddy  by  the  multitudinous  objcds,  feeks  repofc 
by  calling  the  heroes  of  times  long  pafled  once  more  to  remembrance^ 
and  forcing  them  to  leave  their  filent  abodes. 

Gelo  muft  not  be  numbered  among  tyrants :  he  governed  in  wif- 
dom,  and  was  one  of  the  greateft  Greeks  that  hiftory  records. 

Hermocrates  was  an  enlightened  citizen,  a  great  captain,  and  a  hu- 
mane conqueror.  He  enjoyed  thofe  honours,,  aad  was  crowned  with? 
thofe  garlands,  which  none  but  the  great  and  good  men  of  a  free  ftate 
can  beftow  :  but  he  was  obliged  to  drink  the  very  lees  of  ingratitude  ^ 
which,  when  prefeated  by  the  hands  of  free  citizens,  are  bitter  ia  the 
extreme  f. 

♦  Thuc.  1.  vi.  p.  380. 

f  He  oppofed  Nicias,  the  leader  of  Atheiw,  was  baniflicd  far  hi$  lenity  to  the  Athe* 
sian  prifonersi  and  was  murdered  on  his  return  from  exile.    T. 

Related 
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Related  to  tyrants,  Dion  fought  for  freedom.  The  virtues  of  the 
a£tive  ftatefman  flouriQied  in  the  retreats  of  philofophy.  Mild  wifdom 
became  his  guide,  accompanied  him  amid  the  tumult  of  popular  cla- 
mour, prefervcd  him  in  the  fanguinary  field,  and  guarded  him  againft 
the  poifon  of  a  court. 

The  vifit  of  a  man  like  Plato  rededls  honour  on  the  city  vifited  ;  and 
freedom  and  fame  refulted  from  the  prefence  of  the  great  Timoleon^ 
who  purified  Sicily  from  tyrants,  as  Hercules  purified  the  earth  from 
monfters.  His  mild  influence  was  that  of  the  deliverer  among  the 
delivered :  an  equal  with  equals :  as  fuch,  he  ended  a  life  of  fame  in 
Syracufe,  fetting  like  the  fun  in  glory,  and  honoured  after  his  death 
like  a  demi-god. 

Archimedes,  a  relation  of  Hiero  the  Second,  withdrew  himfelf  from 
the  court,  as  Dion  had  formerly  done ;  and,  with  all  the  enthufiafin 
of  genius,  devoted  himfelf  to  thofe  fevere  delights  which  geometry 
affords. 

He  became  the  bulwark  of  Syracufe,  his  native  place ;  and  the 
machines  which  he  invented,  when  it  was  befieged,  were  long  its 
fword  and  fliield.  Yet  the  aftonittiing  efforts  of  his  fcience  appeared 
to  him  but  as  fports,  adled  for  the  gratification  of  Hiero,  compared  to 
the  pure  contemplation  of  abftra6ted  truths,  in  which  he  delighted ; 
and  which,  to  a  mind  like  his,  were  unlimited*. 

The  man  who  at  his  birth  is  cradled  by  the  Mufes,  who,  like  The- 
ocritus, devotes  his  days  to  the  beautiful,  exciting  the  fympathies  he 
feels,  expanding  the  delights  he  difcov^rs,  and  promulgating  the  fenti- 
ments  by  which  he  is  honoured,  to  him  the  admiration  of  the  prefent 
k  fecured,  and  an  him  the  praife  and  the  love  of  futurity  (hall  devolve. 
Lead  finks :  vapours  afcend*  The  moral  world  has  its  laws,  like  the 
phyfical ;  and  that  which  once  was  the  beautiful  will  eternally  fa 
remain. 

Theocritus  lived  in  the  generation  that  fucceeded  to  that  of  Alex- 


*  Flat.  Life  o£  Marcellus. 
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ander;  and  It  appears  as  if  the  early  decreafe  of  heroes  and  a  paffioa 
for  the  beautiful  and  the  fublirae  withdrew  at  the  fame  period,  from  the 
empire  of  the  Greeks ;  by  whom  the  firft  had  been  fo  honoured,  and 
the  fecond  fo  wonderfully  difFufed. 

Tutored  however  by  nature  herfelf,  and  by  her  darling  Homer,  the 
Sicilian  poet  efcaped  contamination,  and  remained  true  to  his  inftruc- 
trefs ;  even  in  the  court  of  a  king:  nay,  of  an  Egyptian  king.  Sportive 
among  fhepherds,  the  Doric  Mufe  infpired  his  fimple  lay :  and,  pretend- 
ing only  to  win  him  a  lamb  from  the  fold,  (he  wove  him  an  immortal 
wreath;  which  neither  Bion  of  Smyrna,  nor  Mofchus,his  own  country- 
man *,  though  immortal  like  himfelf,  could  obtain ;  and  of  which  the 
great  Virgil,  with  his  many-ftringed  paftoral  lyre,  could  not  deprive  him. 

CONTINUATION  OF  LETTER  XCI. 

WHILE  defcribing  the  countries  and  towns  through  which  I  pafs,it 
does  not  appear  to  me  fuperfluous  to  give  a  paffing  glance  at  the 
deftiny  of  their  former  inhabitants.  Time  and  fpace  are  allied.  The 
diftance  of  a  defcribed  country  increafes  the  intereft  of  the  defcription  ; 
and  time  elapfed  claims  from  us  a  right  of  preference.  To  examine 
into  this  claim  were  necdiefs :  for  who  does  not  yield  it  willing  obe- 
dience ? 

A  fage  fable  of  the  Greeks  allegorically  reprefented  the  foul  of  man 
under  the  image  of  Pfyche.  Pfyche  had  wings  :  but  they  were  bound. 
We  know  they  were  to  be  fet  free:  but,  in  the  interim,  fhe  was  fre- 
quently impatient,  felt  herfelf  re  drained,  could  not  mount  at  will,  flut- 
tered with  her  wings  as  well  as  fhe  .was  able,  and  approached  the  very 
precipice  of  time  and  fpace. 

How  numerous  and  how  great  are  the  claims  of  thefe  countries  to 
the  obfervation  of  man  !     His  curiofity  is  raifed  and  rewarded  by  thefe 

*  Sicily,  that  feat  of  paradife,  has  produced  three  paftoral  poets :  Daphnis,  the  inventor 
of  the  Eclogue,  Theocritus,  and  Mofchus.  Bion  likewife,  though  born  at  Smyrna,  lived 
and  wrote  in  Sicily. 

Hefperian 
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Hefperian  fields  !  by  nature  in  all  her  grandeur,  and  all  her  charms ! 
Tlieir  hiftory  is  remarkable  for  its  antiquity,  and  ftill  more  remarkable 
for  the  great  revolutions  of  which  they  have  been  the  theatre,  and 
the  mighty  contefts  of  human  power,  as  well  as  for  the  efFefcs  which 
thofe  contefts  have  to  this  day  produced. 

The  events  that  have  befallen  Syracufe  not  only  abound  in  inftruc- 
lion,  and  entertainment,  from  their  variety  but  likewife  from  their 
connedion  with  the  hiftory  of  the  world. 

I  have  before  mentioned  what  Diodorus  tells  us,  that  Gelo  was 
compared  to  Thcmiftdcles;  and  that  fome  affirm  that  the  Greeks 
were  in  part  indebted  to  him,  for  their  triumph  at  Salamis ;  he  having 
raifed  their  courage  by  his  vidory  near  Himera,  and  taught  them  not 
to  be  terrified  by  a  multitude  of  Barbarians*. 

On  the  very  day  on  which  Gelo  overcame  the  Carthaginians,  the 
Spartans,  a  handful  of  heroes,  fell  at  Thermopylae !  It  would  therefore 
be  unjuft  to  affirm  that  the  Greeks  needed  the  example  of  Gelo  to  ex- 
cite them  to  victory,  and  freedom.  But  it  may  boldly  be  maintained  that 
the  battle  of  Himera  influenced  the  fate  of  the  ifland,  and  fupported 
the  manners  and  the  fpirit  of  the  Greeks ; .  over  which  the  danger  of 
barbarian  rule  began  to  hover.  Had  the  Carthaginians  been  poflefled 
of  Sicily  in  the  time  of  Gelo,  their  fovereignty  would  foon  have  ex- 
tended itfelf  over  Italy  j  and  this  early  growth  of.  Carthaginian  power 
would  have  been  fatal  to  rifing  Rome.  If  Carthage  and  not  Rome  had 
been  triumphant,  the  whole  theatre  of  human  afiairs  would  have  been 
changed.  The  fanguinary  genius  of  the  Romans  was  modified  by 
the  nobler  fpirit  of  the  Greeks :  but  the  very  ground  work  of  Carthage 
was  not  to  endure  the  introdudlion  of  foreign  manners..  They  once 
made  a  law  to  prohibit  the  teaching  of  the  Greek  language  f .  The 
mild  and  godlike  beam  which  enlightened  all  Chriftendom,  I  freely 
grant,  would  have  penetrated  the  world  of  Carthage  j  as  it  did  the 
world  of  Rome :  but  it  would  have  been  after  another  manner  ;  and  the 

*  Diod.  lib.  ix.  vol.  i,  p.  421.  f  Juflin.  lib.  xx.  e-  5. 

fruit 
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fruit  of  the  enj^raftcd  heavenly  fcioa  would  probably  have  contained 
fomewhat  of  the  bitter  fap  cf  the  favage  trunk. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  nth  Olympiad,  731  years  before  Chrift 
and  22  years  after  the  building  of  Rome,  Arcbias^  the  defcendaht  of 
Hercules,  brought  a  colony  from  Corinth  to  the  little  ifland  of  Ortygia, 
after  he  had  driven  out  the  Siculi  *•  This  fmall  ifland,  v;hich  was 
connetStcd  with  Sicily  by  a  dam,  mull  not  be  confounded  with  the 
ifland  of  Ortygia  near  Greece. 

Archias  and  Micyllus  (for  fo,  agreeably  to  Quverius,  we  mull  read 
in  Strabo,  inftead  of  Myfcellus)  had  mutjiially  afked  advice  of  Apollo, 
concerning  the  place  to  which  they  fliould  lead  their  companions. 
The  oracle  replied  by  aflcing — "  Whether  they  wiflied  their  people  to 
enjoy  health,  or  wealth  ?'*  Archias  chofc  the  latter ;  Micyllus  health  ; 
and  Apollo  fent  him  to  that  part  of  Italy  where  Croton  was  built,  and 
Archias  to  the  ifland  of  Ortygia.  The  new  city  was  called  Syracufa  ; 
from  the  neighbouring  marfh,  Syraca:  though  probably  the  city  from 
which  the  Siculi  were  driven  had  this  name  already  f . 

Syracufe  muft  quickly  have  become  powerful ;  for,  about  feventy 
years  afterward,  it  founded  the  colony  of  jicra^  Cafmena  twenty  years 
after  that,  and,  in  a  hundred  and  thirty-five  years,  Camarina:  befide 
which  the  Syracufians  fent  inhabitants  to  Enna.  It  further  ^appears 
that,  in  thefe  early  times,  their  freedom  had  more  than  once  been  en- 
dangered :  for  we  find  traces  of  a  tyrant  named  PoUis,  and  of  a  Queen 
Philiftis,  who  muft  have  lived  before  Gelo,  becaufe  we  find  no  mention 
of  them  in  later  times,  of  which  we  have  an  accurate  account. 

Gelo,  the  fon  of  Dinomenes  J,  was  a  native  of  Gela ;  and,  having 
obtained  fame  in  war,  he  was  appointed  the  leader  of  the  cavalry  of 
the  Gelenfes,  whom  he  afterward  governed.  When  he  became  ruler 
of  Syracufe,  he  furrendered  the  government  of  Gela  to  his  brother, 
Hiero  :  but  took  the  half  of  the  Gelenfes  to  Syracufe,  and  likewifethe 
citizens  of  Camarina,  which  place  he  deftroyed,  giving  his  followers 

•  Thuc.  vi.  p.  379.  t  Strab.  lib.  vi.  %  Herod.  1.  vii. 

the 
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the  right  of  citizenfhip.  Megara  undertook  a  war  againft  Syracufe, 
to  which  it  was  obliged  to  yield ;  and  the  rich,  who  had  been  the  caufc 
of  the  war,  expeded  to  be  put  to  death:  but  even  there,  fays  Herodo- 
tus, Gelo  took  to  Syracufe,  and  gave  them  the  tight  of  citizenfhip : 
only  the  few  that  were  innocent  he  fufFered  to  remain  in  Megara  *, 
on  condition  of  felling  them  when  he  pleafed.  He  dealt  the  fame 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  Sicilian  town  Euboea ;  and  thus  Syra* 
cufe  became  a  large  and  powerful  city. 

I  greatly  refpe£t  the  authority  of  Herodotus:  but  he  was  Ief» 
informed  of  the  affairs  of  Sicily  than  of  thofe  of  Greece,  and  the  Eaft ; 
and  I  fcarcely  can  believe  that  Gelo  aded  jn  this  manner.  Would  it 
not  have  been  natural  to  have  puniftied  the  guilty  rich,  by  confifcating 
their  property  to  beftow  upon  the  poor,  and  to  give  the  latter  the  right 
of  citizenfhip  ?  Befide,  Thucydides  f  foys  that  Gelo  drove  the  inhabit-- 
ants  of  Megara  from  the  city,  and  its  territories. 

When  Xerxes  invaded  Greece,  ambaffadors  from  that  country  were 
fent  to  Gelo,  requefting  his  aid.  Accordingly,  he  offered  them  twenty- 
galleys,  twenty  thoufand  heavy  armed  foot,  two  thoufand  horfe,  two 
thoufand  archers,  two  thoufand  dingers,  two  thouiand  light  armed 
runners,  'iTrwoJ'^o/jLovi  4'^w^  with  corn  for  the  whole  Grecian  army  as 
long  as  the  war  fhould  continue  i  but  accompanied  thei^  offers  with 
the  condition  that  be  fhould  be  general  in  chief  of  the  Greeks,  againft 
the  Barbariaas. 

When  Syagrus  the  Spartan  heard  this,  he  exclaimed.  Oh  how  would 
Agamemnon  the  fon  of  Pelops  rage,  did  he  but  hear  that  the  Spartans 
were  robbed  of  precedence  by  Gelo,  and  the  Syracufians ! 

Gelo  mtodified  this  condition,  by  leaving  it  to  the  choice  of  thean;^- 
baffadors  whether  he  fhould  command  by  land  or  fea4  and  now  the 
Athenian  interfered,  who  had  before  been  filcnt ;  well  knowing  that 
<he  Spartan  would  give  him  a  proper  anfwer ;  and  declared  that,  if  the 

•  The  German  reads  Syracufe  j  but,  though  the  paflage  in  Herodotus  is  difficuli 
immediately  to  find,  the  context  etidently  demands  that  we  &ouid  read  Megara.    T.     « 

f  Lib.  y'u  380. 

Vol*  II.  U  u  Spartan 


530  TRAl^LS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

Spartan  would  yield  the  command  of  the  fleet  to  Gclo,  he,  the  Athe- 
nian,  would  not.  It  was  an  honour  which,  (hould  it  be  reqtiired, 
would  only  be  yielded  to  the  Spartans.  Athens  would  vainly  be 
called  the  firft  naval  power  in  Greece,  if  flie  fufFered  Syracufc  to  take 
•  the  lead.  It  had  been  long  fince  faid  of  them,  by  Homer,  that  their 
generals  were  the  bcft  to  condufl:  an  army.  Gelo  anfwered,  *'  Atfae- 
^  nian  gueft,  it  appears  that  you  have  generals  but  want  foldiers.  Re- 
**  turn  home,  and  tell  the  Greeks  they  have  a  year  without  a  fpring.'* 

By  this  he  meant  to  compare  tlie  rifing  power  of  Syracufe  to  the 
fpring. 

Diodorus  informs  us  that  Xerxes,  at  the  time  that  he  made  war  on 
Greece,  excited  the  Carthaginians  to  fend  an  army  againft  Sicily :  in 
order  thus  to  give  employment  to  the  Greek  towns  of  the  ifland : 
urging  that  the  invafion  of  the  Perfians  would  fecure  the  Carthaginians 
agairtft  the  arms  of  the  Greeks; 

The  Carthaginians  followed  this  counfel ;  and  attacked  Theron,  the 
tyrant  of  Agrigentum  and  Himera,  with  a  prodigious  army.  I  have 
related  the  aid  which  Gelo  afforded  to  Himera  in  a  former  letter,  with 
the  glorious  viAory  he  obtained,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  obliged 
the  Carthaginians  to  make  peace :  on  whom  he  impofed  a  tribute,  and 
made  a  benevolent  condition  that  they  fhould  facrifice  no  more  chil- 
dren to  Saturn  *. 

Gelo^  like  a  wife  prince,  promoted  agriculture ;  and  frequently  led 
the  Syracufians  to  tillage,  as  he  had  done  to  viftory  f . 

Diodorus  relates  that  Gelo  intended  to  have  aided  the  Greeks  againft 
the  Perfians,  when  he  learnt  that  Xerxes  had  quitted  Europe  with  a 
part  of  his  army.  He  therefore  renounced  his  projedl,  and  convoked 
an  affembly  of  the  people ;  in  which  each  citizen  appeared  armed^ 
himfelf  alone  excepted.  He  did  not  even  put  on  his  tunic  or  cbitoUy 
but  appeared  in  his  underrobe,  i,^nm  \v  IfieLtt^  Tr^oce^Wf  and  gave  an 
account  of  all  his  adions.  The  approbation  of  the  people  was  pro- 
claimed ak>ud»  with  the  titles  of  beaefa^or,  faviour  and  king !   Ho- 

*  Plut.  Apophthegm.  t  Ibid. 

^  Aoured 
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noured  and  beloved,  he  ended  a  life  of  fame  ;  dying  very  old  in  the; 
third  year  of  the  75th  Olympiad,  476  years  before  Chrift,  after 
havmg  reigned  fevcn  years  j  and  left  the  government  to  his  younger 
brother,  Hiero  the  Firft  *. 

Hiero  reigned  eleven  years.  He  diftrufted  his  brother  Polyzelus, 
who  had  married  Gelo's  widow,  becaufe  of  the  refpe£t  in  which 
he  was  held  at  Syracufe,  and  placed  a  guard  upon  him  ;  being  jealous 
of  his  brother  ft  ambitious  intentions  f.  When  the  Sybarites  were  be- 
iieged  by  the  Crotonians,  they  fent  to  Hiero  for  aid  ;  and  he  appointed 
Polyzelus  general,  in  the  hope  that  he  would  perifli :  but  Polyzelus^ 
fu^peitrng  his  intention,  fled  to  bis  father-in-law,  Therdn. 

The  people  0/  Himeta,  being  opprefled  under  the  rule  of  Thrafydeus, 
the  fon  of  Theron,  offered  Hiero  their  city,  and  to  make  a  common^ 
caufc  with  him  againft  Theron,  with  whom  he  was  angry  for  proted- 
irtjj  his  brother :  but  Hiero  was  reconciled  to  Theron  and  Polyzelus^ 
and  betrayed  the  inhabitants  of  Himera ;  many  of  whom  Theron  put 
to  death  :^ 

Hiero  fent  aid  to  the  Cum«*ns»  who  petitioned  for  it  to  refift  the 

attacks  of  the  Tyrrhcni,  who  were  lords  of  the  fca.     The  Syracufiant 

and  Cu  means  united  obtained  a  victory  by  fea,  and  iubje&ed  the  ene*» 

%Ly ;  which  vidory  is  celebrated  by  Pindar,  in  Im  firll  Pythiaa  ode  ] 

which  he  dedicates  to  Hiera 

.  Hiero  died,  after  reigning  eleven  years,  during  which  h«  had  proved 
his  avarice  and  ambition  :  but  he  was  fupported  by  the  fame  of  the 
government  of  Gelo,  the  love  of  whofe  memory  prevented  the  oppofi- 
lion  of  malcontents^  Thrafybulus,  the  brother  of  G>elo  and  Hiero, 
who  focceeded  to  the  throne,  reigned  vikh  ctiielty  an^i  caprice,  put 
many  of  th^  cfeieens  to  death  contrary  to  judice  an4  law,  and  fent 
others  intoexile*  The  bahifhed  chofe  kad^ers  sad  at^ai^ked  him,  aide4 
by  other  Greek  towns ;  and  Thrafybulus  thought  himfelf  fortunate  in 

^  Diod,  I.  xi,  vol.  i.  p.  4^3.  t  Diod.  and  Sgholiall  on  Pindar. 

^  Diod*  1.  xi.  vol.  i.  p.  440% 

U  u  a  beinif 
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being  allowed  to  refign  the  government  and  retreat,  after  he  h^  poA 
feffed  it ayear. 

Free  themfelves,  the  Syracufians  gave  freedom  to  other  cities,  that 
were  groaning  under  tyrants  and  overawed  ty  ganifbns ;  and  con- 
tinued to  flourifti  in  profperity  and  liberty  during  fixty  years,  till  they 
were  brought  under  the  yoke  of  the  elder  Dionyfius, 

This  period  however  did  not  elapfe  without  diftyrbances ;  the 
firft  of  which  occurred  foon  after  Syracufe  had  aflerted  its  freedom. 
The  citizens  vowed  to  evedi  a  coloflal  ftatue  to  Zeus,  the  Deliverer ; 
and  annually,  on  the  day  that  they  had  fhaken  off  the  fetters  of  Thra- 
fybulus,  to  make  a  folemn  facrifice  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  oxen, 
accompanied  with  games.  They  likewife  precluded  the  new  citizens 
and  the  foldiers,  ten  thoufand  of  whom  Gelo  had  prefented  with  the 
right  of  citizenfliip,  from  any  participation  in  public  affairs.  Seven  thou- 
fand of  this  number  were  ftill  alive,  and  a  civil  war  arofe  within  the  city* 

Other  towns  took  part  in  the  commotion ;  till,  at  laft,  all  united 
againft  the  new  made  citizens :  who,  in  a  general  abjuration^  were 
obliged  to  renounce  their  rights.  On  this  occafion  the  former  citi- 
zens, who  had  been  driven  away,  were  reinftated  in  their  privileges ; 
and  the  ftrangers  were  permitted  to  retire  to  the  territories  of  Mefilna^ 
in  order,  according  to  the  highly  probable  conje&ure  of  Weffeling,  t# 
favour  their  return  to  their  own  country ;  they  being  moft  of  them 
Italiatis.  This  happened  in  the  fourth  year  pf  the  79th  Olympiad, 
459  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

Seven  years  afterward,  one  Tyndarides  excited  a  new  commotion, 
and  coUe^fled  a  crowd  around  him:. thus  hoping  to  feize  on  the  go- 
vernchent.  His  intentions  were  felf  evident,  and  he  was  condemned 
to  death.  As  he  was  led  to  prifon,  his  partifans  affaulted  his  conduc- 
tors, a  tumult  enfued,  and  the  rioters  with  himfdf  were  (lain* 

Frequent  occurrences  like  thefe  induced  the  people  to  adopt  a  rule 
fimilar  to  that  of  Oftracifm.  Each  citizen  of  Athens  was  permitted  to 
write  the  name  of  a  fellow  citizen^  whom  hp  wilhed  to  bani/hi  on  an 

oyftcr 
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oyfter  fliell,  and  to  throw  it  inta  a  receptacle,  which  was  kept  railed 
round  in  the  public  place.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  thefe  flxells  were 
counted  by  the  Archons.  If  no  citizen's  name  were  fouijd  written  on 
fix  thoufand  ihells,  none  were  banifhed  r  but,  if  the  name  of  any  one 
were  thus  often  repeated,  the  citizen  who  had  the  mod  (hells  againft 
him  was  obliged  to  leave  his  country  for  ten  years  * :  though  he  was 
not  deprived  of  his  property. 

In  Syracufe  the  names  of  the  citizens  whom  the  people  wiftied  to 
banifli  were  written  on  an  olive  leaf;  and  the  period  of  banifliment 
was  only  for  five  years.  This  was  called  Petalifm  :  Petalon  fignifying  a 
leaf,  in  Greek,  and  Ofiracon  a  fhell.  The  thing  which  might  be  ex- 
pected from  si  f  eftlefs  people  happened  :  the  nobleft  and  beft  citizens 
were  banifiied,  and  men  of  equity  withdrew  themfelves  from  public 
affairs  ;  which  were  directed  by  mixed  charaders,  among  whom  dema- 
gogues and  fycophants  fwarmed.  The  young  men  exercifed  themfelves 
in  a  fpecies  of  eloquence  the  fophifUcal  and  injurious  arts  of  which 
were  adopted,  inftead  of  their  former  fevere  education.  Foreign  peace 
cccafiondd  ^domeftic  wealth-  to  accumulate:  but  concord  and  juftice 
fed.  The  Syracufians  foon  faw  the  dangerous  effeds  of  Petalifm ^  and 
.  it  was  abolifhed  f .  • 
:  A  year  afterward,  Syracufe  fent  a  fleet  againft.  the  Tyrrbem  (or  Tuf- 
cims)  who  ihfefted  Sicily  ^ith  their  piraoies;  /The  Syracufians  laid 
wafte  the  ifland  of  Mtbalia  (or  Elba)  ;  but.Phayllud,  their  leader,  was 
faribid  by  the  Tyrrheni,  returned  to  Syracufe,  and  was  fent  into  banKh- 

meat. 

•    Tbe«Syracufians  then  fent  Apelles,  with  fixty.  galleys,  who  made 

4efbents  on  the  Tyrrhenian  coaft,  attacked  the  i(£bnd  of  Cjrnos  (or 

Corfica),  conquered;  j£thaHa,  and. returned; with  much  booty  and  maay 

flaves. 

It  was  in  the  following  year  that  Ducetius,  the  leader  of  the  Sicult, 
after  an  unfortunate  battle,  delivered  himfelf  up  to  the  Syracufians :  a$ 

♦  Plut.  Life  of  Arifti4e«».  .   ..   t  TAxA.  I.  xi.  vol.  L  p.  469. 
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I  have  relafed  ia  a  former  letter.  When. he  left  Corinth,  to  which  he 
had  been  fcnt^  having  firft  promifed  to  rpmain  there,  and  returned  to 
Sicily^  the  Agrigentiniv  whQ  looked  wi^h  eijvyon  the  power  of  Syra- 
cufe^  feized  this  pr^tence^fof  declaring  .war  againft  it  j  accufing  the 
Syracufians  of  having  fuffered  their  common  enemy  to  depart,  without 
their  confent.  The  Agrigentini  were  overcome  in  battle;  and  Syra- 
cufe  granted  them  peace  at  their  own  requeft  *.     .  . 

Ia  the  third  year  pf  the  84th  Olympiad,  439  years  before  Chxtft, 
Sicily  and  Italy,  and  indeed  the  greateft  part  of  the  known  world^  en- 
Joyed  peace  and  repofe ;  and  the  Greek  towns  of  Sicily^  Agrigentum  it* 
£e)f  included, acknowledged  the  predominating  refpc£kability  of  Syracufe, 

Three  years  afterward,  the  Syracufians  built  a  hundred;  galleys, 
doubled  their  cavalry,  increaifed  their  foot,  and  heightened  the  tribute 
which  they  levied  on  the  Siculi ;  purfuing  the  ambitiqug  views  they 
had  <:onceived  refpe&ing  the  whole  ifland,  which  they  gradually  hoped 
Co  bring  under  their  government. 

In  the  fecond  year  of  the  88tTi  Oiyoipiadi  4«^  yfl»i  before  Chrift^ 
^  Lcontini  were  the  cau£e  of  the  firft  eoterprife  of  the  Albenian* 
againft  Syracufe ;  which  was  prbdudkire  of  no  ren^arlcAble  eventSj  a» 
the  two  States  foon  made  peace  with  each  other  f-    . 

Eleven  years  afterward,  the  Acefbsi  ahd^X^MQiioi  requ^ited  nffiftance 
from  the  Atheaiaot :.  the  AceA^ei  ogSaiinfti  Selitiua,.  lind  the  Xooittsai 
eoce  more  againft  Syracufik.  /. 

-  The  Athenians  were  gkd  of  the  pretesst,  for  they  had  bog  been 
ambitious  of  poflelTing  Sicily,  They  began  this  war  with  enthufiaftic 
hiqpe,  which  was  eitflamed  by  the  ydudg  Alciliiadea^  Nimais;,  a  cOn- 
fduentvdus  man,  whofe  advice  ^a<^agalnft  tlw.wii^^  Akibildca,  and  Lm 
^lachus,  were  appointed  generals  agsunft  SiyiluKx&^I^ .    . 

The  intoxicating  ardour  with  which  the  Athenians  began  this  war 
aflbrds  a  grand  warning  example  to  lilanktnd         * 

^  Diod.  1.  xi.  xa.  tol.  i.  p.  474.  And  4H2.  *  f  S««  tetter  rcK 

I  Hue.  l.vt.  0*38 1.    ...       :  « 

When 
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When  the  men  and  prorifmns  were  on  board  the  fhips,  the  trumpet 
commanded  a  general  filence.  The  ufual  vows  were  not  confined  to 
each  {hip,  but  wbre  announced  aloud  for  the  whole  by  the  herald.  The 
facrificing  goblets  were  every  where  filled  and  emptied  by  the  chiefs 
and  leaders  of  the  army  ;  and  the  people  on  fhore,  their  friends,  and 
citizens,  all  joined  them  in  their  entreaties  to  the  Gods,  After  the 
emptying  of  the  goblets  and  the  fhouts  of  h  p€ean^  the  fliips  departed 
one  after  the  other,  and  then  rowed,  contending  for  fwiftnefs,  to  the 
ifland  of  ^;g-///^*. 

The  Syracufians  received  advice  from  different  parts  of  the  approach 
of  the  Athenians,  which  they  would  not  credit.  Hermocrates,  the 
fon  of  Hermon,  endeavoured  to  convince  them  that  the  Athenians 
were  coming  with  a  mighty  power ;  and  advifed  the  Syracufians  to 
-give  them  battle,  on  the  Ionian  fea. 

~  Having  finifhed  his  oration,  a  violent  conteftarofe;  fome  believing 
nothing  that  he  had  faid,  others  that  he  ha4  exaggerated  the  force  of 
the  Athenians. 

Athanagoras,  a  demagogue,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  fiich  people^ 
accufed  the  Strategi  f,  that  ^  they  fpread  the  vain  rumour  of  war  only- 
*•  to  fubjeCk  the  peopl^,  Syraci^fe  was  potent  enough  to  repel  the 
•*  Athenians.  He  muft  be  a  fearful  man,  or  inimical  to  his  country^ 
^  whodid'not  wifh  the  Athenians  might  be  fooKfh  enough  to  make 
«  fuch  an  attempt  t;" 

The  Syracufians  invefted  three  Strategic  Hermoeratea,  Sicanus,  and 
Heraclides,  with  full  power;  but  not  till  the  fleet  of  the  Athenians  was 
in  the  ftraits.  Ihefe  leaders  affembled  the  troops,  and  fent  ambaifadors^ 
to  the  town*  of  Sicily ;  inviting  them  all  to  unite  in  the  common  caufe. 
*rhe- people  of  Hlmera,  Selinus,  Gela,  and'Catana^  declared  for  Syra* 
t« 

*  Thuc.  hn.*p.  398- 

f  This  word,  which  properly  fignifieageoerals^  denoted  inSyracufe  the  principal  rulers- 
of  the  republic. 

|:  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  p.  598-  ^ 

cufc. 
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xufe.  The  Siculi  were  likewife  inclined  to  the  fame  fide,  but  watted 
the  iflue.  I  have  before  related  the  manner  in  which  the  Athenians 
were  deceived  by  the  Aceftasi,  who  made  a  falfe  dilplay  of  borrowed 
-gold  and  filver. 

The  people  of  Agrigentum  and  Naxos  declared  for  the  Athenians. 
The  people  of  Catana  forbad  the  army  of  the  Athenians  to  enter  their 
.town  ;  but  agreed,  at  the  requeft  of  the  generals,  to  call  an  aflembly  of 
the  people ;  and,  while  Alcibiades  made  them  an  oration,  fome  of  the 
Athenians  broke  in  at  a  little  gate  and  entered  Catana :  by  which  means 
this  town  was  obliged  to  declare  againft  Syracufe. 

Alcibiades  was  afterward  recalled  to  Athens ;  under  the  pretext  of 
bxs  having,  during  night,  mutilated  the  ftatues  of  Hermea;  but  in 
reality  becaufe  he  was  fufpeAed  of  ambitious  views. 

I  dare  only  curforily  notice  a  fiege  the  hiftory  of  which  has  been 
given  by  Thucydides,  with  a  force  peculiar  to  himfelf ;  and  charm- 
ingly written  by  Diodorus,  and  Plutarch. 

The  fortune  of  war  was  changeable,  and  the  Athenians  and  Syracur 
£ans  were  feveral  times  aided  by  their  allies.  Lamachus  was  flain,  as 
was  Eurymedon;  whom  the  Athenians  had  fent,  with  Demofthenes*, 
at  the  head  of  a  new  army.  The  plague  began  to  rage  in  the  camp 
of  the  befiegers;  and,  after  great  defeats,  the  Athenians  yielded  to 
Cylippus,  the  Spartan,  who  had  been  fent  to  the  aid  of  Syracufe. 
The  Athenians  loft  eighteen  thoufand  men  in  the  laft  battle ;  and  fevea 
thoufand,  with  their  generals,  were  made  prifoners. 

On  the  following  day,  a  confultation  was  held  before  the  a^embled 
people,  concerning  the  difpofal  of  the  prifoners.  Diodes,  a  powerful 
demagogue,  advifed  that  Nicias  and  Demofthenes  (hould  firft  be 
feourged,  and  then  put  to  death ;  and  that  the  allies  ihould  be  fold,  and 
the  foldiers  preferved  to  dig  in  the  quarries ;  but  that  they  fliould  only 
.be  allowed  a  fcanty  fubiiftence  of  barley  meal. 

Hermocrates,  who  had  fought  with  fo  much  glory  againft  the  con- 

*  Not  Demofthenea  the  orator.  T. 

quercd 
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qaered  Athenians,  endeavoured  to  convince  hi«  fellow  citizens  that 
humanity  after  victory  was  more  glorious  than  viftory  itfelf  *•  The 
people  were  enraged ;  aad  Nicolaus,  one  of  their  elderis,  rofe,  fupported 
by  two  flaves :  being  weak  through  age  and  afflii^ion,  *'  No  man," 
faid  he,  "  has  more  caufe  to  hate  the  Athenians  than  I  have  :  for  they 
"  have  robbed  me  of  my  two  fons,  inftead  of  whom  I  muft  now  be 
"  fupported  by  llaveB."  He  endeavoured  however  to  excite  compaf- 
fion,  for  the  unfortunate  and  fufficiently  puniflied  Athenians:  he 
warned  them,  by  the  very  example  which  the  Athenians  had  afforded, 
againft  the  abufe  of  good  fortune ;  and  reminded  them  that  the  Athe- 
nians had  furrendered  on  the  faith  of  their  promifc.  "  Thofe/^  added 
he,  "  who  thirft  after  rule,  will  never  prevail  fo  effedtually  by  the  force 
"  of  arms  as  by  the  force  of  morals.**  He  cited  the  example  of  Gelo-; 
who,  invefted  with  the  power  of  all  Sicily,  gave  peace  to  the  Cartha- 
ginians whom  he  had  conquered,  and  won  the  hearts  of  all  men  by 
his  mildnefs.  The  advantage  of  arms  often  depended  on  fortune ; 
and  mercy  was  the  proper  attribute  of  vidtory.  Hatred  againft  the 
foe  ought  not  to  be  immortal ;  and  the  conqueror  fhould  be  the  firft 
to  offer  peace.  The  Athenians  themfelves,  in  the  ifland  of  SpbaStria^ 
had  feit  the  Lacedemonian  prifoners  free.  It  was  a  wife  cuftom,  in  the 
ancients,  to  ereft  their  tokens  of  viftory  not  of  ilene,  but  of  wood ; 
that  they  might  not  immortalize  their  hatred.  He  reminded  them  of 
thole  benefits  which  the  Athenians  had  Conferred  on  mankind  ;  who 
had  been,  tau^t  by  them  the  art  of  agriculture,  which  they  had  learned 
from  the  Gods.  They  had  been  the  firft  to  make  laws,  afford  pro- 
tcaioh  tofu^tivesi  and  by  th«w:  eloqUtifce,  philofophy,  and  the  teach- 
ing of  tn{yftorie8,,had  enl^ttieQed  the  hattdne. :  Adfor  the  allies,  they 
had  fought  under  conftr^t  ;(iLail  Niciaa,  who  had  cv^rbeen  the  friend 
of  Syracufe,  had  given  his  couhCrf  againft  the  wat :  Nicias,  that  now 
ftood  with  his  arms  bound  behind  his  back,  as  if  fortune  were  willing 

♦  Hj  ua»jLW  In  t5  w»av  to  tw  vum  ivff/MK9  atSg^'mvcdt,    Diod*  1.  xiiii  voL  i.  p.  55(5. 
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to  prove  her  power,  and  her  caprice.  As  men,  they  might  be  allowed  to 
profit  by  the  favours  of  fortune  j  but  Ihould  pot  i^fc  them  to  treat  a  peo- 
ple of  Grecian  origin  with  barbarian  rage  *..  ThW  djlcourf?  inclined  the- 
people  to  companion ;  till  Gylippus  the  Spartaa  rofe^by  whom,  cliange^ 
^ble  as  they  were^  again  they  were  excited  to  cruelty.  The  propofidoa 
of  Diodes  was  adopted.  Nicia8,Demoflhen«3j  and  live  ccrnfederates,  were, 
put  to  death  ;  and  the  Athenian  foldiers  were  (p^i  to  the  quarries^ 
where  the  moft  of  them  periflied  by  tljie.  feyjarity.  of  their  treatment  f*. 
Some  few  only,  who  were  learned  in  the  fci^nces^  were  refcued  and 
protected  by  the  youth  of  Syracufe. 

Among  thofe  who  lived  to  reyifit  their  countr}'  many  came  to  falute- 
Euripides,  and  thank  him  for  their  falvation  r  for  fome  were  treated 
kindly^  as  prifoners,  who  could  repeat  the  verfes  of  this  great  poet  j, 
and  others  who,  after  their  defeat,,  had  ftxayed  through  die  country^, 
were  received  and  fupport;ed  for  having  made  his  works  known,  to  the 
Sicilian$^  who  before  h^d  only  h^ard  of  the  fame  of  hia  tragedies  :{;• 

When  the  Syracufians  faw  themf^lvea  delivered  from  the  Athenian^ 
following  the  advice  of  Diocl^,^th^  chpie  perfoas  to  make  new  laws*. 
Diocles  himfelf  was  elected ;  and  performed  his  office  with  fo  mucb 
fuperiority  that  the  laws^  after  him,  were  cajled  the  lawi  of  Dkdeai. 
They  were  very  fevere,  but  famous  for  being  ftrifUy  ob&rved :  he 
himfelf  feU  a  facrifice  to  them.  According  tQ  one  of  them^:  it  was^ 
death  for  a  citiztea  to  appear  armed  in  the  public  aflembly  of  the 
people.  When  the  approach  of  thje  foe  was  announced,  it.  is  iaid  he 
left  his  houfe  with  a  fword  ;  and  a  fuddea  tumult  drew  him  to  the 
place  of  aflembly :  oa  which  ^citizen,  called  to  himr**^"  Diodes !  yoa 
"  infringe  your  6wn  law.''i-i-^'  Not  fo,  by  Zeus!"  anfwered  he:  "  I 
^  fulfil  it:"  and  ran  himfelf  throiigh the  body. 

After  his  death,  the  Syracufians  ranked  him  with  their  heroes,  and 

♦  Diod.  L  xiii.  vol.  i.  p#  557.  f  Diod.  and  Thuc.  hVu.  p.  504, 

t  Pltit.  LifeofNicias. 
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dedicated  a  temple  to  his  memory.  Many  of  the  towns  of  Sicily- 
adopted  his  laws :  till  the  ifland,  with  the  citizenfliip  of  Rome,  accepted 
Its  jurifpnidence. 

The  Aceftaei,  who  had  been  the  allies  of  Athens,  now  dreaded  tht 
fevenge  of  Syracufe,  and  yielded  the  conteftcd  lands  to  the  Selinuntii ; 
but,  as  the  latter  made  farther  incroachmentd,  the  Acellasi,  three 
years  after  the  Athenians  had  left  Sicily,  ftnt  for  aid  to  the  Car- 
thaginians and  offered  them  their  city.  An  army  came  from  Carthage, 
and  firft  deftroyed  Selinus,  and  next  Himera,  in  the  manner  I  have 
related  when  defcribing  the  ruins  of  thofe  towns, 

Hermocrates,  who  had  been  fent  by  the  Syracufians  with  thifty-five 
jgaHeys  to  aid  the  Lacedemonians  againft  the  Athenians,  during  the 
prolonged  Pdoponnefian  war,  while  he  was  abfent,  was  calumniated  by 
his  enemies :  who  fo  far  prevailed  as  to  caufe  his  baniihment  *.  Oii 
the  arrival  of  his  fucceffbr  on  board  the  fleet,  he  fled  to  the  Perfian 
Satrap,  Pharnabazus,  who  was  his  friend:  from  him  he  received 
money,  failed  to  Meffina,  built  five  galleys,  and' took  a  thoufand  war- 
riors In  'pay.  To  thefe  were  added  a  thoufand  fugitives  ftx>ni 
Himera.  .        ^ 

With  this  force,  he  endeavoured  by  the  aid  of  his  friends  to  return 
to  Syracufe :  but  failing  he  landed,  feized  on  Selinus  which  had  been 
facked,  fortified  a  part  of  the  city,  and  collefled  around  him  the  feat-*- 
tered  citizens  that  had  efcaped  from  the  <3arthagitaiahs.  Strengthened 
by  many  others,  he  laid  the  territory  of  the  Carthaginian  town  j  Motya^ 
Wafte ;  after  he  had  conquered  th^  ifthibitants  (who  had  rifen  igainft 
him)  and  feixed  on  t!te  lands  of  PattorrftuS  (of  Palermo)  and  the  wholi 
ptcmncc  of  the  Cafthsi^niiains,  ofataihin^  hobtf  and  feme.  The  Syta*. 
•<!ufians  repented  of  the  t4pt»icititli{  Itijuftlee  they  had  done  the  hero; 
and  his  name  wai  ftfcqttetit!;^  repeated,  with  praife,  in  their  AflembliiS. 

He  liktwife  feized  on  HimetA;  ^nd  Diodes,  Whti  during  the  fiege 
bad  been  fent  t6  its  aid,  ^as  with  the  Wtnbeti  and  children  Of  this  city 

*  Diod.  1.  xiiii  f^l,  i.'p«  $90%. 

Z  X  2  jChipped 


340  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

fhipped.off  for  Syracufe;  nor  did  they  ftay  to  bury  their  fellow  citizens 
that  were  flain  :  but  Hermocrates  colleded  their  remains/fent  them  to 
Syracufe  in  magnificent  chariots^  and  conduced  them  to  the  borders 
of  his  own  country. 

Contention  arofe  in  the  city,  concerning  the  receiving  of  thefe  re- 
mains ;  and,  contrary  to  the  delire  of. Diodes,  they  were  interred  with 
pomp  in  a  proceffion  of  the  whole  people.  Diocles  was  baniflied; 
but  Hermocrates  was  not  recalled^  becaufe  this  bold  mwci  was  held  to 
be  4angerous,  and  he  returned  to  Sjelinus* 

Some  time  afterward,  being  invited  by  his  friends,  he  placed  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  three  thoufand  men,  marched  through  the  territories  of 
Gela,  and  came  by  night  to  an  appointed  place.  As-  they  could  not 
all  follow  him,  he  chofe  a  few  j  and  approached  the  gate  of  that  part 
of  Syracufe  which  was  called  Achradina :  of  which  place  his  friends 
had  taken  pofleffion,,  and  received  thofe  that  came..  The  Syracufians 
ran  armed  to  the  forum ;  and  Hermocrates,  with  mod  of  his  attend- 
ants, were  flain:  the  remainder  were  banilhed.  Some,  who.  were 
much  wounded,  were  given  out  by  their  relations  as  dead,  to^proted 
them  from  the  rage  of  the  people ;  and  among  thefe  was  Dioayfius^ 
who  afterward  became  their  tyrant  *• 

The  Syracufians  fent  ambafladors  to  Carthage,  to  charge  them  with 
the  intention  of  making  war ;  to  which  the  Carthaginians  returned  an 
ambigupus  anfwcr :  but  fent  a  large  arm/,  which  took  and  deftroyed 
Agrigentum  f* 

The  fugitives,  from  Agrigentum  to  Syracufe,  accufed  the  Syracufian 
generals  of  betraying  the  Greek  towns  to  the  Carthaginians ;  and  the 
Greek  towns  of  Sicily  joined  in  the  murmura  that  fuch  men  fhould  be 
entrufted  with  the  defence  of  their  common  country.  None  however 
dared  openly  to  complain.  And  now  it  was  that  Dionyfius  arofe^  the 
fon  of  one  Hermocrates :  not  him  I  have  jufl  mentioned,  but  a  com* 
mon  man;  and  according  to  fome  an  afs  driver.     He  accufed  the 

*  Diod*  L  Joih  vol  1.  p.  doa  f  See  Letter  XC. 
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generals  of  treachery,  inflamed  the  people,  and  urged  them  not  to  wait 
the  period  appointed  by  the  law,  but  punifli  them  for  their  guilt *•  He 
\vas  in  vain  condemned  by  the  chief  tribunal  in  a  fine,  as  a  difturber  of 
the  peace  ;  for  it  was  promifed  to  be  paid  by  Philiftus,  the  hiftorianii 
who  added — "  Should  the  Archons  every  day  condemn  you  to  new 
"  fines,  I  will  pay  them  all." 

Dionyfius  continued  to  afperfe  the  generals,  calumniate  the  moJft  re- 
fpeftable  citizens,  and  advife  themtofafely  guard  the  public  weal  by  con- 
fiding it  to  the  favourites  of  the  people.  Accordingly,  the  former  Stra- 
tegi  were  diverted  of  their  oflSce,  and  others  were  named  :  among  whom 
was  Dionyfius.  He  foon  caufed  his  aflbciates  to  be  fufpedled,  obtained 
the  recall  of  the  banifhed,  falfely  accufed  the  other  Strategi  of  a  fecret 
underftanding  with  Himilco  the  General  of  the  Carthaginians,  -  and 
was.  a(ppointed  the  fole  Strategus^  with  full  powers^  by  the  befotted 
citizens. 

The  people  had  fcarcely  feparated  before  they,  too  late,  repented  of 
their  folly.  Accompanied  by  a  crowd,  Dionyfius  made  a  pretence  to  go 
to  Leontium,  which  ferved  the  Syracufians  as  a  fortrefs ;  wh«re  he 
harangued  the  people,  who  confided  of  fugitives  and  ftrangers,  and 
perfuaded  them  to  grant  him  a  body  guard  of  fix  hundred  men. 

This  guard  was  compofed  of  people  whom  neceffity  made  enter- 
prifing ;  of  flaves,  and  diflblute  perfons  ;  and  with  them  Dionyfius 
cftabliflied  himfelf  in  a  camp  before  Syracufe,  after  he  had  abandoned 
the  Lacedemonian,  Dexippus,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  determined  friend 
of  freedojn.  The  fear  of  thefe  foldiers,  they  being  the  partifana  pf 
Dionyfius,  who  now  fhewed  himfelf  as  a  tyrant,  and  of  the  Carthagi- 
nians, kept  the  Syracufians  in  conftraint.  Dionyfius  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  Hermocrates,  and  gave  his  filler  to  Polyxenus ;  a  brother  of  the 

*  The  ufual  reading  is :  fAnviftt^ivcu  tqv  Kara  th^  vofjau^  H\fi^ov>  Dionyfiur  counfeUed  them 
not  to  wait  the  legal  eledion  of  judges :  But,  iiiftcad  of  Kkn^oif,  I  read,  with  Rhodo* 
mannj  »ai;oy» 

Syra- 
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Syracufian  General  who  was  killed^  and  whofe  worth  they  knew  too 
late  ;  and  his  alliance  with  thefe  families  maintained  his  refpeft*. 

In  a  public  aflembly,  he  excited  the  people  againft  Demarchus,  and 
Daphnaeus,  whom  he  put  to  death. 

Thus  Dionyfiue,  from  a  fcribe,  became  tyrant  of  Syracufe  ;  in  the 
third  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  404  years  before  the  birth  of  Ghrift. 

The  Peloponnelian  war,  which  had  continued  twenty-feven  years, 
was  the  following  year  brought  to  a  conclufion  ;  and  the  Carthaginians 
took  Gela,  before  the  walls  of  which  they  gained  an  advantage  over 
Dionyfius.  Defpairing  to  relieve  the  town,  he  fent  the  inhabitants  by 
night  to  Syracufe :  to  which  city  he  likewife  obliged  the  people  of  Ca* 
marina,  with  their  wives  and  children,  to  go.  Some  coUcded  gold  and 
filver :  others,  lefs  attentive  to  this  kind  of  lofs,  were  eager  in  proteding 
their  aged  parents,  and  their  tender  children.  Some  of  the  aged|  who 
had  neither  children  nor  friend,  remained  behind  ;  in  momentary  ex- 
pe&ation  of  the  Carthaginians.  The  fate  of  Selinus,  Himera,  and 
Agrigentum,  had  filled  all  hearts  with  terror :  for  the  Carthaginians 
iiditber  knew  forbearance  nor  compaflion,  toward  an  unfortunate 
enemy;  but  crucified  fome,and  with  ironical  pity  and  cruel  fcofis  made 
others  their  derifion  f. 

This  diforderly  flight,  which  hurried  young  virgins  forward  in  de- 
fpite  of  their  tender  fex,  and  which,  regardlefs  of  tottering  age  and 
leeble  childhood,  obliged  all  to  fly,  or  perifli,  excited  the  compaflSon  of 
the  army,  and  its  hatred  againft  Dionyfius  ;  who,  it  was  fufpeded,  had 
only  yielded  to  the  Carthaginians  that  the  terror  of  this  people  might 
bridjg  the  towns  of  Sicily  under  his  own  yoke.  He  had  but  lately 
ghren  aid  to  the  allies,  none  of  his  foldiers  had  fallen  in  the  war,  iind 
he  had  fled  without  any  real  occafion ;  not  being  purfued  by  ariy 
foe. 

Thefe  murmurs  became  public,  the  Greeks  of  Italy  withdrew  from 

^  JDiod.  lib.  xiiL  v»L  i.  p.  614.  f  Diod.  lib.  xiii«  yol,  i.  p.  632. 
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him,  and  the  Syracufian  horfe,  that  had  watched  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  put  him  to  death  but  had  found  him  continually  furrounded 
by  his  guards,  rode  away  ta  Syracufe.  Here  they  plundered  the  houfe  . 
of  tloe  tyrant ;  and  feized,  ill  treated,  and  put  his  wife  to  death  :  or,  ac- 
cording to  Plutarch,  (he  killed  herfelf  *. 

DIonyfius  followed,  with  a  chofen  few  whom  he  could  truft,  and 
the  horfe,  who  did  not  expert  lus  arrival,,  began  to  boad  :  faying  h^ 
had  fled  at  the  appearance  of  the  Carthaginians,  and  he  now  fled  before 
the  Syracufians.  About  midnight  howevei:,  after  a  very  hafty  march,. 
he  appeared  before  the  gate  of  Achradina  with  a  hundred  horfe,  and 
fix  hundred  foot.  Finding  it  (hut  upon  him,  he  fet  fire  to  it  with  reeds;. 
which  had  been  brought  there  for  the  ufe  of  mafons. 

More  of  his  adherents  having  arrived,  he  entered  Syracufe*  The- 
moft  refpedtable  of  the  Syracufian  horfe  did  not  wait  for  the  concur- 
rence of  the  people,,  and,  though  but  few  in  numbers,  withftood  the 
tyrant  and  fell  by  his  foldiers :  after  which  Dionyfius  revenged  him-* 
felf  on  his  enemies  i  fomc  of  whom  he  put  ts  death,,  and  banifhed 
others.  The  greateft  part  of  the  horfe  forced  their  way  out  of  the 
city,  and  took  poflTdfEon  of  the  ftrongjittle  town  of  iEtnaf. 

Himilco  fent  to  Syracufe,  and  nvade  propofals  oE  peace  | ;  whick 
were  welcomely  accepted,  by  Dionyfius. 

By  this  treaty,  the  Carthaginiaas,  exclufive  of  their  former  colonies^, 
maintained  their  fovereignty  over  the  Sicani,  the  Selinuntii,  the  Agri- 
gendni,  and  the  people  of  Himenu  The  Gelenfes  and  the  Camarini 
were  reinftated  in  their  towns ;  but  were  tributary  to  the  Carthagi* 
niana  ^»     The  people  of  Leontium^  Mefllna,  and  the  Siculi,  were  to 

*  Plut.  Life  of  Dion. 

f  We&ling  evidently  proves,  we  ought  to  read  tw  wffuaM^um  ^Arvav:  inilead  of  mv 
w¥  Mm^sfmnf  'AxfoS^vw*  Of  the  little  town  of  iEtna,  which  was  formerly  called  Iftejhy  I 
ftall  fpeak  hereafter. 

%  Diodorus  calls  this  leader  at  one  time  HimilcQ,  and  at  another  Hamilcar  :  or  rather 
Hamilcas. 

§  See  the  fiidt  letter  written  from  Sicily,  concerning  the  Sicani  and  Siculi. 

live 
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live  free,  according  to  their  own  laws  :  the  Syracufians  to  be  fubjeft  to 
Dionyfius,  and  the  prifoners  and  fhips  that  were  taken  were  to  be 
reftored. 

If,  in  one  point  of  view,  Dionyfius  was  glad  to  be  at  peace  with  the 
Carthaginians,  in  another,  he  dreaded  the  repofe  which  peace  would 
afford  to  Syracufe,  That  he  might  fecure  himfelf  in  his  tyranny  as 
much  as  poffible,  he  cut  off  the  ifland  of  Ortygia,  which  had  been 
joined  to  Sicily  by  a  dam,  from  the  reft  of  the  city;  by  building  a  high 
wall,  which  he  provided  with  many  lofty  towers,  and  raifing  a  ftrong 
fortrefs  on  the  ifland :  including,  within  the  wall  of  this  fortrefs,  a 
dock  in  the  fmall  haven  which  was  called  Laccius*  This  dock  con- 
tained fixty  galleys  ;  and  had  a  narrow  opening,  through  which  only 
one  Veffel  at  a  time  could  pafs, 

Dionyfius  gave  the  houfes  on  the  ifland  of  Ortygia  to  his  foldiers, 
and  friends  j  and  thofe  of  the  remainder  of  the  city  he  fliared  among 
the  multitude.  After  thefe  proceedings,  he  marched  againfl:  the  Siculi; 
whom,  of  all  the  free  people  of  Sicily,  he  was  the  moft  defirous  tofub- 
jed,  becaufe  they  had  taken  part  with  the  Carthaginians  j  and  led  his 
army  againft  the  town  of  the  Herbenfes. 

When  the  Syracufians  faw  themfelves  armed,  they  began  to  think 
of  their  own  deliverance  ;  and  reproached  themfelves,  for  not  having 
made  a  common  caufe  with  the  horfc.  Doricus,  one  of  the  command- 
ers of  the  tyrant,  threatened  a  free-fpeaking  orator  and  was  put  to 
dearth  ;  and  the  embittered  warriors,  inviting  the  citizens  to  freedom, 
fentto  the  horfeln  the  town  of  -/Etna  for  affiftance.  Dionyfius,  being 
terrified,  haftencd  from  Herbeffus  to  Syracufe ;  while  thofe  who  made 
the  Hand  chofe  the  warriors  who  had  put  Doricus  to  death  as  their 
leaders.  Strengthened  by  the  horfe  from  -/Etna,  they  fixed  ^heir  camp 
in  the  quarter  called  Epipolse;  and  cut  oflT  the  tyrant  from  all  com- 
munication with  the  country.  Zealous  for  the  freedom  of  Syracufe, 
Mefiina  and  Rhegium  fent  eighty  galleys  to  its  aid.   The  iiland  of  Or-^ 
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tygia  was  now  befieged,  foldiers  that  deferted  were  granted  the  rights 
of  citizenfliip,  and  a  price  was  put  upon  the  tyrant's  head. 

Cut  off  from  the  city  and  abandoned  by  the  foldiers,  Dionyfius  af- 
fembled  his  dependants ;  and,  fo  very  doubtful  was  his  fituation  that; 
he  a{ked  their  opinion  concerning  the  kind  of  death  which  would  moft 
leflen  his  difgrace  ?  Heloris,  who  according  to  fome  had  brought  him 
up  from  childhood  *,  faid — "  Tyranny  is  only  a  handfome  (hroud/* 
Polyxenus,  his  brother-in-law,  advifed  him  to  fly  on  his  fwifteft 
horfe:  but  Philiftus,  the  hiftorian,  remarked — ^'^  It  becomes  thee  not 
"  to  fly  from  tyranny  on  the  back  of  a  courfer,  Dionyfius,  but  rjtther 
"  to  defend  thyfelf  till  thou  art  dragged  down  by  the  leg  !•" 

Dionyfius  adted  in  character,  endeavoured  to  gain  time,  and  fent  to  the 
Syracufiahs;  requefting  petmiffioh  for  him  and  his  followers  to  quit  the 
city.  He  likewife  fent  to  the  Campani,  who  had  been  left  by  Himiico 
to  guard  the  lands  in  Sicily ;  offering  to  grant  all  they  could  demand, 
if  they  would  fee  him  free. 

The  S/racufians  allowed  him  to  depart  witli  five  galleys,  deiiMfered 
up  many  warriors,  and  were  in  other  refpeQs  negligent.  Twelve  hun- 
dred Campani  likewife  arrived,  cut  their  way  to  Dionyfius,  and  maf- 
facred  many  of  the  citizens  in  the  fray.  He  was  alfo  joined  by  three 
hundred  foldiers  that  had  croffed  the  fea :  the  Syracufians  became  di*- 
vided,  he  gained  a  vidory  over  them,  and  they  difperfcd. 
'  Dionyfius  fuffered  the  fldti  to  be  buried,  and  fent  invitations  to 
the  fugitives  that  had  retired  to  the  town  of  -fitna :  fome  of  whom,, 
who  had  left  their  wives  and  children  in  Syracufe,  returned ;  and 
others  anfwered  the  ambaffadors,  who  pleaded  the  merit  of  the  burial 

*  *Eij  T»v  ^x«?,  w;  yivtoi  qLOffiy  9  n^of  van^fi  is  Vhe  true  reading  of  Wcffeling.  The  read- 
ing which  makes  Heloris  a  poet  is  not  Greek.  Thofe  who  arc  in  favour  of  sro<)iTuj  muft 
add  sroTDf.     Befide  there  is  no  poet  named  Heloris. 

f  Indeed  of  S£^ovTcr  T,  with  Rhodomann  and  Weffeling,  read  Smvtoj, 
.     Vol.;  IT.     ■'■■'-''  Yy  of 
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of  the  dead,  that  the  tyrant  merited  the  like  kindnefs,     **  May  the 
"  GodwS,'*  faid  they,  "  foon  grant  it  to  Dionyfius  !" 

They  determined  however  not  to  truft  him,  and  remained  in  ^tna  ; 
watching  for  fome  favourable  opportunity  to  undertake  fomething 
againft  Dionyfius,  who  received  thofe  that  came  back  with  courtefy 
that  he  might  fix  them  in  his  intereft. 

Having  rewarded  the  Campani,  he  difmifled  them ;  unwilling  to  truft 
to  their  inconftancy ;  and  they  went  to  Entellay  a  town  of  Trojan 
origin,  where  they  harangued  the  citizens,  afked  permiffion  to  refidc 
amongft  them,  then  fell  upon  and  maflacred  the  men  by  night,  feized 
on  the  women,  and  took  pofTeffion  of  the  place. 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  the  Lacedemonians 
exercifed  an  acknowledged  fqvereignty  by  land  and  fea ;  and  the 
fleets  of  cities  in  particular  were  infpeflied  by  their  commanders,  who> 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Spartans,  appointed  Harraoftes,  and 
favoured  the  Oligarchy*.  They  made  the  conquered  tributary ;  and 
the  people  whofe  laws  prohibited  money,  now  impofed  an  annual  tri-» 
bute  of  a  thoufand  talents. 

With  the  pretence  of  favouring  freedom,  but  in  reality  to  ftreng^hen: 
the  tyrant,  they  feat  Ariftus  to  Syracufe ;  hoping  that  Dionyfius  would 
govern  as  their  dependant.  After  a  fecret  conference  with  him,  Ariftus 
excited  the  people  to  infurredion,  with  a  promife  of  liberty :  but  he 
batraycd  thofe  who  had  trufted  bim,  pvt  Nicotetes  the  Corinthian,  who 
had  headed  the  citizens  of  Syracufe,  to  death,  and  ftrengtl^eaed  the 
tyranny. 

At  the  time  that  the  Syracufians  were  employed  about  their  bar- 
veft,  Dionyfius  entered  their  houfes,  and  took  away  their  arms.  He 
then  raifed  a  new  wall  round  the  citadel,  buUt  flups^  took  a  number  of 

*  The  Harmoftes  exercifed  much  the  fame  d^ree  of  power,  over  foreign  pofieffions^ 
as  the  pro-confulsj  or  pro-praetors,  of  the  Romans.  After  the  battle  of  Leu£bra,  where* 
they  were  conquered  by  Epaminondas,  the  Spartans  fent  no  more  Harmoftes. 

mercenaries^ 
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mercenaries  into  pay,  and  eftabliibed  himfelf  more  fecurcly  than  ever 
in  the  government. 

After  this,  he  conquered  Catana^  the  prefent  Catania^  Naxos,  and 
Leontium* ;  and  perfuaded  jEimneftus,  a  citizen  of  Enna,  to  become 
the  tyrant  of  that  place,  with  a  promife  of  his  affiftance.  The  attempt 
of  -fliimneftus  fucceeded  :  but  the  new  tyrant  Ihut  his  gates  againft 
I>iony(ius,  who  then  excited  the  people  of  Enna  to  (hake  off  the  yoke* 
Favoured  by  an  oppofite  party,  Dionyfius  gained  admiflion,  feized  on 
^imneftus,  delivered  him  up  to  the  vengeance  of  the  citizens,  and  de- 
parted from  the  place  without  endangering  its  fafety :  by  which  he 
endeavoured  to  win  the  confidence  of  other  towns.  Dionyfius  built  a 
town  at  the  foot  of  -fitna,  and  called  it  Adranum^  in  the  firft  year  of 
the  95th  Olympiad,  398  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  f:  the  fame 
year  in  which  Socrates  drank  the  poifon. 

He  now  prepared  for  an  attack  on  the  Carthaginians,  to  which  he 
was  encouraged  by  the  vifitation  which  thefe  people  had  fuffered  from 
the  plague,  and  fent  for  artifts  from  Greece,  Italy,  and  the  territories  of 
Carthage,  who  fhould  make  different  arms,  according  to  the  manner  of 
the  different  nations  that  ihould  enlift  under  his  banners,  Thefe  artifts 
he  patronifed,  and  inftru£ked.  The  Syracufians  partook  of  his  zeal 
for  the  enterprife  j  and  the  houfes  behind  the  temple,  the  gymnafia, 
the  arcades  of  the  forum,  and  the  houfes  of  the  principal  citizens  were 
formed  into  workshops,  Amoog  this  confluence  of  the  moft  ingc-- 
nious  artifts  the  catapulta  was  difcovered, 

Dionyfius  fupplied  his  galleys  with  five  banks  of  rowers ;  and  ob- 
tained much  fhip  timber  from  Italy,  but  fent  the  half  of  his  wood 
cuttera  to  -^tna,  which  then  produced  many  pine  and  fig  trees :  fo 
that,  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time,  Dionyfius  caufed  two  hundred  new  (hips 
to  be  built,  and  a  hundred  and  ten  old  ones  to  be  improved.    He  like- 

*Diod.  lib.  XIV.  vol.  i.  p.  650. 
f  Died.  lib.  xiv.  voK  i.  p.  672. 
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wife  built  a  hundred  and  fixty  coftly  docks,  for  fhippitig:  moft  of 
which  had  room  for  two  veffels. 

The  Lacedemonians  permitted  him  to  take  their  foldiers  into  pay  ; 
but  Rhegium  and  Meffina  had  (hortly  before  declared  againft  him  : 
nay  they  had  entered  the  field ;  but  their  attempt  was  fruftrated^ 
by  a  tumult  in  Meffina.  Aware  of  the  preponderance  that  thefe  cities, 
would  give,  Dionyfius  was  defirous  of  obtaining  their  friendfhip,  and 
requefted  the  Rhegini  to  grant  him  one  of  their  virgins  for  a  wife  i 
hoping  by  children  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  in  his  tyranny  :  but  this  alli- 
ance was  refufed.in  a  public  aflembly  of  the  people,  according  to  fome; 
and,  according  to  others,  they  fent  him  the  daughter  of  an  archer :  or 
thief-taker. 

He  then  made  the  fame  requeft  to  the  Epizepbyrian  Locri^  in  Italy» 
which  was  granted ;  and  he  married  Doris,  the  daughter  of  Xenetus, 
one  of  the  moft  rcfpe£table  of  their  citizens.  For  her  he  fent  a  galley, 
richly  ornamented;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  brought  home  Ariftomache^ 
who  was  one  of  the  noble  virgins  of  Syracufe,  and  for  whom  he  fent  a. 
chariot  drawn  by  four  white  horfes  *. 

He  now  exhorted  the  Syracufians,  in  full  aflembly,  to  declare  war 
againft  the  Carthaginians  j  and  to  feize  on  the  effeds  of  fuch  as  inha- 
bited Syracufe,  many  of  whom  had  fettled  in  that  city.  Accordingly, 
the  houfes  of  thefe  people  were  plundered,  fuch  of  their  fhips  as  lay  in 
the  harbour  were  feized  as  the  prey  of  war,  and  the  example  was  fol- 
lowed by  other  parts  of  Sicily.  After  this  proceeding,  Dionyfius  fint 
delegates  to  declare  war  againft  Carthage ;  unlefs  the  Greek  towns, 
poflefled  by  that  State,  were  fet  free. 

The  five  cities  of  Ancyra,  Solus,  Egefta,  Paaormus,  atnd  Entella^ 
alone  remained  faithful  to  the  Carthaginians:  the  tribes  of  the  Sicani 
took  part  in  the  war  againft  them  \  and  the  Camarini,  Gelenfes,.  and 
Agrigentini,  likewifc  went  over  to  Dionyfius,  who  now  was  at  the  head 

*  Diod.  1.  siY,  Yol  i.  p.  <^74» 
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of  aft  army  of  eighty  thoufand  men,  and  had  two  hundred  galleys  at  fea, 
Himera  and  Selinus  followed  the  example  of  the  other  cities:  the 
Government  of  Carthage  being  juftly  held  in  abhorrence.  Motya, 
after  a  very  valiant  defence,  was  taken  ;  and  the  vidors  moft  cruelly 
fatiated  their  vengeance  agaitift  the  Carthaginians,  in  the  blood  of  the 
conquered  *. 

Motya  however  was  foon  recovered,  by  Himilco ;  who  likewife 
took  Meffina,  but  without  being  able  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  citadel : 
on  which  the  Siculi,  the  little  tribe  of  the  Aflbrini  excepted,  deferted 
Dionyfius,  and  went  over  to  the  Carthaginians.  Himilco  razed  Meffina 
to  the  ground,  and  then  befieged  Syracufe ;  after  that  Mago,  an  infe- 
rior commander,  had  defeated  the  fleet  of  the  Syracufians.  Himilco 
took  a  part  of  the  city  of  Syracufe  and  plundered  two  of  the  temples* 

Theodoras,  a  refpedable  citizen  of  Syracufe,  excited  the  inhabitants 
againft  Dionyfius ;  juftly  affirming  that  it  would  even  be  better  to  yield 
to  the  Carthaginians,  who  would  fufFer  them  to  be  governed  by  their 
own  laws,  than  to  live  under  the  oppreffion  of  the  tyrant.  He  exhorted 
them  however  to  maintain  their  freedom.  Paracidas,  a  Spartan  leader, 
next  rofe;  whom  the  citizens  expefted  to  fupport  the  opinion  of 
Theodoras,  but  he  declared  that  the  Lacedemonians  had  fent  him  to 
aid  them  againft  the  Carthaginians,  not  to  deprive  Dionyfius  of  the 
rule. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  befieged  gained  feveral  advantages  over  the 
Carthaginians  ;  in  whofe  camp  a  fearful  plague  prevailed,  and  Himilca 
defired  he  might  retreat  unmolefted.  Dionyfius  granted  leave  for  the 
Carthaginians  to  retire,  but  not  their  allies  j  and  the  former  withdrew 
during  the  night,  the  Siculi  difperfed,  and  the  Spaniards  were  taken 
into  the  pay  of  the  tyrant.  Himilco  was  fo  chagrined  at  the  difgrace 
of  his  retreat,  that  he  fuflfered  himfelf  to  die  of  hunger,  overwhelmed 
with  reproach  f- 

Dionyfius  beftowed  Leontium  on  ten  thoufand  of  his  foldiers^  and 

•  Diod.  1.  xiv.  voL  i.  p.  678.  \  lb.,  p.  6S7  to  702^ 
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once  again  repeopled  the  ruined  McflGina :  but  the  Rhegini  now  de- 
clared agauift  him,  terrified  at  feeing  him  in  poffeffion  of  Meflina ;  aa 
likewife  did  the  Siculi ;  from  whom,  after  a  defeat,  he  with  dijEculty 
^fcaped  *. 

The  Carthaginians  then  fent  Mago,  with  new  forces  by  land  and 
fea ;  but  foon  after  concluded  a  peace,  by  which  the  Siculi  and  Tauro- 
menium  were  fubjeSed  to  the  tyrant :  who  thereupon  projedled  the 
enflaving  of  the  Greek  towns  on  the  coaft  of  Italy,  toft  a  battle  againft 
the  Rhegini,  and  efcaped  with  difficulty  on  board  a  galley. 

The  people  of  Croton,  to  which  place  Heloris  from  Syracufe  had 
fled,  now  joined  the  other  Greek  towns  in  Italy.  Heloris  was  their 
leader ;  and,  with  many  others,  fell,  valiantly  fighting,  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  combatants  were  obliged  to  furrender  to  Dionyfius ;  who 
did  not  abufe  the  victory  he  had  gained,  but  fet  them  at  liberty,  and 
made  peace  with  all  the  Italian  towns,  except  Rhegium.  The  Rhegini 
vr&c^  fubjeded  to  rigorous  terms,  and  furrendered  their  (hips,  to  the 
number  of  feventy :  but  not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  required  them  to 
furniihhim  with provifions  till  he fhould  withdraw  his  army ;  feeking, 
if  they  refofed,  a  new  pretext  againft  them;  and,  if  they  complied,  to 
reduce  the  city  by  hunger. 

The  Rhegini  a«  firft  were  not  aware  of  his  intention ;  but,  when  he 
delayed  his  departure,  they  refufed  to  fend  him  more  fupplies,  and  he 
again  undertook  the  fiege.  Shaken  as  the  walls  were  by  his  dreadful 
machines,  the  Rhegini  couragcoufly  defended  themfelves  during  eleven 
months :  nor  did  they  furrender  till  the  herbage  on  which  they  had  lived 
began  to  fail.  Dionyfius  found  heaps  of  wretches,  who  had  periftied 
with  famine ;  afnd  only  made  fomelhing  ntore  than  fi^  thoufand 
prifoners,  whom-  he  fent  to  Syracufe :  fufFering^  thofe  who  could  pay  a 
mina  to  ranfom  themfelves j  and  expofing  the  others  to  public  fale. 

Dionyfius  poflfefled  more  than  one -kind  of  ambition ;  and,  although 
his  poetry  had  hecrt  hifled  at  the  Olympic  games,  he  wifhed  to  be 

*  DkxL  lib.*iv.  vol.  L  p.  710  tu  719. 

thought 
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thought  a  great  poet.  He  favoured  the  poet  Philoxenus  ;  but  fent 
him  to  dig  in  the  ftone  quarries,  for  having  freely  exprefled  his  opinion 
of  the  tyrant's  poetry,-  The  next  day  he  caufed  him  to  be  brought 
back,  and  repeated  verfes  to  him,  which  particularly  glanced  at  Phi- 
loxenus: who,  impatient  at  hearing  this  poetry,  exclaimed,  "Send 
**  me  back  to  the  ftone  quarries  f"  The  tyrant  could  not  forbear 
laughing,  and  fct  him  at  liberty. 

The  contempt  however  in  which  the  Greeks  held  his  poetry  excited 
the  moft  gloomy  melancholy  in  his  mind,  which  would  frequently  burft 
into  rage ;  and  he  fent  Leptines,  his  brother,  and  Philiftus,  into  banifh* 
ment,  and  put  others  to  death.  He  was  reconciled  to  the  two  firft, 
according  to  Diodorus  i  but  Plutarch  tells  u«  that  Philiftus  did  not 
return  till  the  reign  of  Dionyfius  the  younger  *. 

He  made  a  campaign  againft  the  Tyrrheni,  in  order  to  procure 
money,  under  the  pretext  that  they  were  pirates ;  and^  returned  en- 
riched by  the  plunder  of  a  temple.  He  next  excited  the  towns  that 
were  fubjed:  to  Carthage  to  revolt:  a  war  broke  out,.  Dionyfius  wa& 
vidlor,  and  Mago,  the  Carthaginian  general,  was  flain.. 

The  fon  of  Mago  fucceeded  to  the  command,  obtained  a  great  vie- 
Itory^  in  which  Leptines  fell  valiantly  fighting,  and  Dionyfius  was^ 
obliged  to  conclude  a  peace,.  The  Carthaginians  obtained  the  towa 
and  territory  of  Selinus,  and  added  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Agrigen- 
turn  to  their  own,  as  far  as  the  river  Halycusy  the  prefent  Flume  Pla-^ 
taniy  and  Dionyfius  was  further  obliged  to  pay  a  thoufand  talents. 

Fifteen  years  afterward,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  103d  Olympiad,  the 
year  366.  before  Chrift,  Dionyfius  engaged  in  a  new  war  againft  Car- 
thage, took  Selinus,  Entella,  and  Eryx,  and  befieged  Lilybaeum ;  but 
was  obliged  to  raile  the  fiege.  The  approach  of  winter  occafibned  a 
fiifpenfion  of  arm^;  and  the  tyrant  died,  after  a  reign  of  thirty-eight 
years,  and  wsw  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  Dionyfius  the  Second  f ,  who  was. 
home  him  by  Doris,  of  the  Epi%ephyrian  Locri. 

*  £lii£..Iitfe  b£  Diotu  f  Diod.  lib«  zr.  vol.  ii.  p.  60. 

There 
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There  lived  a  man  in  Syracufe  who,  although  the  friend  of  liberty, 
and  fevere  in  principle,  had  long  been  highly  efteemed  by  the  elder 
Dionyfius,  and  employed  in  public  affairs :  particularly  in  embaffies  to 
Carthage.  This  man  was  Dion,  the  brother  of  Ariftomache,  the  wife 
that  Dionyfius  had  married  of  Syracufe,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  mar- 
ried Doris  of  Locris  *. 

During  the  period  that  the  elder  Dionyfius  teftified  a  love  of  know- 
ledge, Plato  came  to  Syracufe ;  probably,  as  feveral  of  the  ancients 
affirm,  to  vifit  the  ifland  :  and  particularly  Mount  iEtna.  His  fame  at 
firft  made  him  welcomed  by  the  tyrant :  but,  when  he  began  freely  to 
fpeak  againft  tyranny,  Dionyfius  became  angry.  According  to  Diodo- 
rus,  he  was  fold  as  a  flave  for  twenty  mina ;  and  he  was  redeemed  by 
the  philofophers.  According  to  Plutarch,  one  PoUis,  a  Spartan,  who 
traded  to  Syracufe,  was  commiffioned  to  fell  him  in  -fligina;  which 
commiffion  he  fulfilled :  but,  in  either  cafe,  he  was  certainly  foon 
afterward  ranfomed. 

The  fhort  refidence  of  Plato  in  Syracufe  had  not  been  fruidefs:  he 
had  fown  the  feeds  of  his  philofophy  in  the  heart  of  Dion,  and  the^ 
produce  was  the  moft  dignified  wifdom. 

Such  a  man  could  not  but  be  hateful  to  the  courtiers  of  a  young 
prince  ;  and  it  would  feem  eafy  to  have  rendered  him  fufpe£led,  fince 
he  might  have  employed  the  refpe£t  in  which  he  was  held  againft 
Dionyfius,  to  the  advantage  of  his  fitter's  fons.  But  the  young  tyrant 
honoured  Dion,  and  acknowledged  the  purity  of  his  intentions :  for 
Dion  endeavoured  to  infpire  him  with  a  love  of  juftice,  and  with  dig- 
nity of  foul,  and  brought  him  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  Plato, 
filling  him  with  an  earneft  defire  to  be  taught  by  that  great  man.  Dion 
wrote  many  letters  of  invitation  to  Plato,  and  was  feconded  by  the 
-Pythagorean  philofophers  of  Italy,  who  entreated  his  compliance. 
Plato  yielded  to  thefe  entreaties,  and  the  courtiers  thought  it  neceflary 
to  give  him  a  rival :  they  therefore  prevailed  on  Dionyfius  to  recall 

*  Diod.  lib.  XV.  vol.  ii.  p.  8,  and  Plut.  Life  of  Dion. 

Philiftus, 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  355 

•  PhUiftuSy  who  had  been  baniihed,  and  who,  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years, 
had  been  the  determined  friend  of  tyranny. 

The  prefence  of  Plato,  at  firft,  had  fuch  an  efie£t  on  Dionyfius  that 
he  not  only  admired  him  but  participated  in  his  noble  fentiments ;  and 
the  herd  of  courtiers  were  terrified  when  the  herald,  according  to  cuC- 
tom,  prayed  for  the  undifturbcd  continuance,  of  the  government  of  the 
tyrant,  and  Dionyfius  exclaimed,  "  What !  will  you  never  leave  curfing 
Hier 

Thefe  courtiers  frequently  teftified  their  chagrin,  that  a  fophift  of 
Athens,  as  they  called  Plato,  fhould  overthrow  the  power  of  the  princes 
•-of  Syracufe  :  a  city  that  had  refitted  the  whole  force  of  Athens. 

Difcourfe  like  this  mutt  produce  its  efifed,  on  a  weak  mind ;  and 
Dionyfius,  no  doubt,  was  ftaggered :  but  he  was  ftill  more  moved,  by 
an  intercepted  letter  of  Dion  to  the  chiefs  of  Carthage ;  in  which  he 
warned  them  not  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Dionyfius,  unlefs 
he  were  prefent.  Philiftus  had  the  art  to  place  this  letter  in  a  hateful 
light ;  and  the  tyrant,  reproaching  Dion  without  hearing  his  defence, 
banifhed  him  to  Italy. 

Dionyfius  then  took  Plato  to  his  palace  ;  apparently  to  honour  him, 
but  really  to  place  him  under  a  guard.  Still  he  fincerely  admired  the 
wifdom  of  this  great  man,  often  quarrelled  with  him,  as  often  entreated 
'  forgivenefs,  and  tormented  him  with  tyrannical  afFedion  and  bcyiflx 
inconftancy.  At  laft,  a  war  broke  out*,  and  he  fuffered  him  to 
depart. 

Plato  and  Dion  now  lived  long  together,  in  Athens ;  where  Dion 
purchafed  a  country  houfe,  expanding  his  foul  in  the  groves  of 
Platonic  wifdom,  and  enjoying  the  calm  of  a  country  life.  Here  he 
was  univerfaliy  refpeded ;  and  the  Spartans  prefented  him  with  the 


•* 


Plutarch  does  not  tell  us  with  what  people.  Diodorus  informs  us  tliat  DionyGut 
made  peace  with  Carthage  at  the  begimiing  of  his  reign  ^  which  likewife  difi^rs  from 
Plutarch.  Probably  the  latter  meant  a  war  with  the  Lucani ;  which  Dionyfius,  after  a 
limie,  but  negligently  profccuted.     Diod.  I.  xvi. 

VoL.IL  Zz'  right 
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right  of  cithenlhip,  though  they  were  the  allies  of  Dlotitffku^  Mtd'hs^^ 
lately  received  aid  of  him  agaiuft  Thebes. 

The  honours  conferred  on  Dion  angered  the  tyrant,  who  revenged 
himfelf  by  withholding  IHon*s  revenue;  and,  that  he  might  fhine  n^ 
borrowed  wifdom,  aflembled  philofophers  around  him:  but  the  ftores- 
of  his  memory  were  foon  emptied,  and  he  fighed  again  for  that  iburec 
from  which  it  had  formerly  been  filled.  Plato  was  entreated  to  return ; 
and  Dionyfius  employed  the  intermediation  of  the  vnfe  Archytas,  ef 
Tarentum,  and  other  Pythagoreans.  The  women  of  the  princely 
Iwufe,  Dion's  wife  and  fitter,  alfo  wtote  to  Dion ;  that  he  might  induce 
his  friend  to  return  to  Syracufe.  Plato  *^  as  bd  tells  us,  fuil^ed  liim-* 
fiHf  to  be  perfuaded 

Od.  3cii.428. 

Once  more  undaunted  on  the  ruin  rode. 

PoPB,  Od.  b.  xu.  525* 

Dionyfius  received  him  with  much  joy ;  and  the  Princefles  ia  parti* 
eular  teftified  the  bonoitr  and  the  friendfhip  that  were  juilly  due  to  the 
Athenian  fage  f,  while  in  lum  every  good  citizen  placed  his  hopes. 
The  tyrant  offered  him  great  prefents,  and  Ariftippus,  of  Cyrene,  fatd, 
m  the  prefence  of  Dionyfius,  **  his  generofity  did  not  coft  him  much : 
*•  for,  to  thofe  who  were  in  need,  he  would  give  nothing ;  but  to  Plata, 
**  who  would  take  nothing,  he  offered  every  thing.'* 

A  fcholar  of  Plato's  predi^d  an  eclipfe ;  for  which  he  was  admired 

♦  Sec  the  feventh  letter  of  Plato. 

f  One  of  thefe  Princeiies  no  doubt  wat  Thefte,.the  wife  of  Polyxenut  and  fitter  of 
At  eUer  Dionyfius.  When  her  huAand  fled,  Dionyfius  the  elder  reproached  her  with 
the  knowledge  of  his  flight.  ^  Do  you  then  think  me^**  find  fhe^*^*  C»  worthlefs  and-weak 
^  a  woman  that,  had  I  known  hi$  intentions,  I  would  have  remained  bdiind  ?  or  that  I 
•«  would  not  rather  be  called  the  wife  of  the  fugitive  Po}yxe&us  than  the  fifter  of  die 
^  tjrant  Dionyfius  ?"  This  courageous  aafwer  was  taken  in  good  part.  Plut.  Life  of 
Dion. 

and 
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and  rfewarded  by  Dionyfm* ;  and  Ariftippus  again  obfcrved,  in  a  circle 
of  the  philofophers,  "  1  likewife  can  prcdift  fomething  very  aftonifli- 
***  ing :  for  Dionyfius  and  Plato  will  foon  be  foes.**  He  was  a  true 
prophet :  nor  was  any  thing  more  neceffary  than  the  fagacity  of  a 
courtier  to  forefee  this  event.  Plato  foon  became  fo  troublefome  t** 
the  tyrant  that  he  Cent  him  to  his  body  guards ;  hoping  that  they  who 
hated  him,  as  the  enemy  of  tyranny,  would  put  him  to  death. 

When  Archytas  heard  this,  he  fent  a  galley  and  ambafladors  to  de- 
mand Plato :  he  having  been  his  pledge  :  on  which  Dionyfiua  fuffered 
him  to  depart,  but  beftowed  the  wife  of  Dion  on  Timocrates, 

Dion  now  determined  to  endeavour  to  overthrt)w  the  tyrant ;  in. 
which  he  was- affifted  by  various  philofophers  of  Greece.  In  thefe 
times  the  mod:  powerfot  citizens  thought  themfelves  flattered  by  the 
diftinguiihed  and  honourable  title  of  philofopher ;  or  lover  of  wlfdoou 
Of  the  fugitive  Syracufians,  whofe  number  amounted  to  a  thouland^^ 
twenty-five  only  took  part  in  this  attempt. 

The  iflaad  of  Zacyathus  was  the  place  where  they  were  to  aflemble;. 
and  hither  about  eight  hundred  chofen  warriors  came,  under  different 
leaders,  without  knowing  on  what  enterprife  they  were  to  proceed* 

When  Dion  declared  his  intention,  their  courage  funk.  They  con«- 
Cidered  the  ipro^cQ:  as  the  fraatic  dream  of  a  defperado,  aad  were  angry 
with  their  leaders :  but  when  Dipn,^  io  a  difcourfe,  explained  hpw  wea^ 
the  fupports  of  tyranny  were^  informed  them  that  he  did  not  confider 
th^m  ad  mercenaries  but  as  leaders,  w|th;  whom  all  Sicily  would  unites 
aad  whea  Alcimtenes  fpoke  to  the  f^me  purpofe,  he  being  a  man  of 
worth  and  family^  oae:o£  the. principal. men.  Qi4i^b(ia^  and  an.  aflbciate 
lAiith  Dbn  kv  the  uadeftaluqig^  tlxy  f^t  tJae  courage  of  Greeks  revivci 
^within  themk 

At  the  fuU:  of  Af  moQn,.Dioft  coiuiiuft^d  his.  armed  <2ompaAioas.  to  a 
temple  oC  ApoHo ;  ^diMe^  iMtvidg^  offened  up  a  folemo  facrifice^  hs 
gam  then  all  a  pkagaificent  h»a^Mt«  Here^  when  they  beheld  his 
fkh  4ntttipg  veffitl»  o£  fibres  aikLgd^  and  contemplated  tbe>  ag^  of 

Z  z  a  Dion, 
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Dion,  whom  the  aged  therafelves  refpcded,  they  no  longer  confidcred 
him  as  an  adventurer ;  but  as  a  man  whofe  combinations  were  rational, 
and  his  hopes  well  founded. 

It  happened,  during  their  libations,  that  there  was  an^clipfe  of  the 
moon ;  on  which  they  were  feized  with  new  terror :  but  Miltas, 
the  foothfayer,  a  philofopher  and  a  difciple  of  the  academy,  rofe,  and 
remarked  that  this  omen  was  not  inaufpicious  to  them,  but  to  the 
duration  and  falfe  fplendor  of  tyranny. 

Two  tranfports,  which  carried  the  foldiers,  a  fmall  veffel,  and  two 
galleys,  each  of  thirty  rowers,  contained  the  whole  force  of  Dion.  With 
this  he  failed  ;  taking  weapons  with  him  on  which  he  could  with  cer- 
tainty depend,  that  he  might  be  able  to  arm  at  pleafurc.  Having  wea- 
thered the  promontory  of  Pacbynus^  Capo  Pajfaro^  he  was  driven  by  a 
ftorm  that  threw  him  on  the  coaft  of  Africa :  but  he  landed  fome  days^ 
afterward  in  Sicily,  at  Minoa,  in  the  Sicilian  province  of  Carthage  y 
the  cojnmander  of  which  city  was  the  friend  of  Dion,  and  with  him 
Dion  left  his  arms  and  (lores,  that  they  might  be  fent  to  him  at  aa 
appointed  time.  He  was  likewife  joined  by  two  hundred  horfe,  of 
the  territories  of  Agrigentum  and  the  Gclenfes. 

Dionyfius  being  abfent  in  Italy,  a  meffenger  was  fent  to  him  by 
Timocrates ;  on  whom  the  tyrant  had  beftowed  the  wife  of  Dion. 
The  meffenger  loft  the  letter,  durft  not  appear  in  the  prefence  of  the 
tyrant,  and  Dionyfius  did  not  hear,  till  late,  of  the  defcent  of  Dion  in 
Sicily.  In  the  mean  time,  Dion  was  joined  by  the  Camartni,  and  many 
Syracufians :  while  Timocrates,  who  guarded  Epipolae,  was  abandoned 
by  the  Leontini  and  the  Campani.  When  Dion  approached  the  city, 
he  facrificed  on  the  banks  of  the  . Anapus ;  where  he  was  joined  by 
five  thoufand  men,  fcantily  armed,  it  is  true,  but  full  of  courage. 

He  now  entered  Syracufe,  where  he  was  met  by  the  principal  per- 
fons  in  white  robes  j  while  the  people  plundered  the  houfes  of  the 
foes' of  freedom,  fome  of  whom  were  put  to  death,  and  Timocrates 
efcaped  on  horfeback.    Dion  marched  between  hia  brother,  Megacles^ 

and 
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and  the  Athenian,  Calippus,  with  their  heads  encircled  with  garlands  : 
the  herald  proclaimed  filence  by  found  of  trumpet,  and  then  informed 
the  people  that  Dion  and  Megacles  were  come  to  give  freedom  to 
Syracufe,  and  to  all  Sicily.  The  Syracufians  received  him  as  a  God, 
invefted  him  and  Megacles  with  the  full  power  of  the  Stratcgi : 
aurox^aro^x^  2TgaTw>8$ :  and  only  at  the  exprefs  interceflion  of  both 
gave  them  twenty  colleagues  j  ten  of  whom  were  fugitives,  that  had. 
now  returned  with  Dion. 

Seven  days  afterward,  Dionyfius  arrived,  in  a  veffel,  at  the  fortrefa* 
which  was  built  on  the  little  ifland  of  Ortygia;  the  prefent  Syracufe;. 
and  fent  ambafladors  to  Dion ;  who  fent  them  to  confult  the  will  of 
the  people.     Reconciliatory  propofals  were  made  by  Dionyfius,  but 
were  contemned ;  and  Dion  gave  him  to  underftand  that  no  propofal 
would  be  liftened  to,  unlefs  he  would  renounce  the  government. 

The  tyrant  appeared  to  confent ;  but,  when  fome  of  the  principal- 
citizens  were  fent  to  him,  he  bound  them,  and  ordered  his  half  intoxi* 
cated  foldiers  to  attack  the;  fortification  of  the  befieging  citizens.  Thefe 
were  driven  back  by  Dion's  foreign  warriors  ;  while  he  himfelf,  thouglv 
fomewhat  feeble  from  age,  threw  himfelf  amidft  the  enemy.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  hand,  was  prefTed  upon  by  the  foldiers,  his  fhield  and 
hehnet  were  transfixed  by  fpears,  he  was  thrown  down,  and,  whea 
his  own  foldiers  bore  him  away,  he  ordered  Timonides  to  take  his 
place..  He  then  mounted  his  horfe,  rode  round,  brought  the  flying 
Syracufians  back  to  the  combat,  and,  leading  frefh  forces  againit  the 
enemy,  drove  them  back  into  the  citadel. 

A  herald  now  brought  letters  from  the  PrincefFes  to  Dion ;  and 
among  them  one  the  infcription  of  which  was  Hipparinus  to  his 
Father;  Hipparinus  was  the  name  of  Dion's  fon.  Dion  infifted 
that  thefe  letters  fhould  be  publicly  read ;  though  the  Syracufians  were 
at  firft  unwilling  that  the  letter  of  a  fon  to  his  father  fhould  be  read 
aloud :  but  they  foon  found  that  it  was  written  by  Dionyfius,  and  that 
its  contents  were  full  of  the  moft  envenomed  artifice.    Forefecing  that 

this 
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this  letter  would  be  communicated  to  the  people^  Dlonyfms  celebrated 
the  ads  which  Dion  had  performed  in  the  fupport  of  hia  tTranny ; 
then  threatened  the  lives  of  his  wife,  his  fifter,  add  his  fon;  and,  what 
grieved  Pion  the  moft)  advifed  him  rather  to  be  a  tyrant  himfelf  than 
the  deftroyer  of  tyranny :  alleging  that  he  ought  not  to  give  freedom 
to  thofe  men  whom,  by  ancient  injuries,  he  had  made  his  fqes ;  and  that. 
By  reigning  himfelf,  he  ihould  give  fecurity  to  his  friends. 

This  was  fufficient  to  excite  (ufpicion  in  the  people,  againft  thcif 
fciviour.  The  adherents  of  Dion,  whom  the  tyrant  had  in  his  power, 
speared  to  them  as  fo  many  fcourges ;  by  whom  their  hands  would 
loon  be  bound.  They  began  therefore  tP  look  for  another  protedor ; 
and  as  Heraclides,.  one  of  the  exiles,  an  experienced  warrior  but  a  tuc- 
Bulent  fpirit,  who  had  before  feparated  himfelf  from  Dion  in  Pelopoa^ 
oefus,  was  coming  agsunft  the  tyrant  with  ten  fliips,  they  named  hin& 
^e  commander  of  the  fleet  This  office  was  conneded  with  the  dig- 
nity enjoyed  by  Dion :  he  therefore  rofe,  and  induced  the  Syracufiras' 
to  xepeai  their  nominadon.  After  which  he  reproached  Heraclidea^ 
ft^his  condud,  aflembled  the  people,  and  cau&dhim  tabe  reinftfeted 
3b  the  command  of  the  fleet  *• 

New  difturbances  afterward  arofe  agsdnfl:  Dion ;  and,  the  period  of 
annual  de Aion  to  the  chief  offices  betng  arrived,  twenty-five  Sitrat^ 
were  chofen :  cdF  whom  Heraclides  was  one;  The  Syraeufians^  tempteil 
ihe  foreign  foldiers  of  Dion  ta  defert  him,  by  ofllering  then^  the  righta 
4)f  oAzcuSii^:  But  they  rettiaiaed  faith&r,  and  conducted  him  out  of 
the  city^  They  injured  no  one;  though  they  wem  a^nlted  by  the 
people,  whom  they  reproached  for  their  ingratiitode. 

Dfon,  on  this  occation,  was  obl%ed  ekber  to  attack  his  fefibw  c9d- 
:zens,  or  fiifier  himfdf  and  his  defenders  to  be  flaim  In  vain  did  he 
firetch  imt  his  hands  to  the  people:  in  vain  he  pointed  to  the  citaddt 

•  Hauofxfi^AwwkiU  m  ^QfMXaAi.  '  AflnpSfMWMR.  U  of  tea  afed  with  xcfytSt  to  ike  poc- 
fon  juider  whofe  prefidency  any  officer  was  appointed  by  the.  people  i  a8|  when  a  confiil 
wdied,  Ac  funrivor  aflfmblfid  the  people  to  appoint  hima  aew  colleague. 
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'filled' with' the  enemy,  n^hoenjoyed  this  >&ene:  yet,  unabie  as  hewas"^ 
to  pacify  the  jdirenfy  of  the  peofde,  he  forbade  his  followers  tohjict 

<them:  and,  merely  with  the  fliout  of  onfet  aod'the  dUihtfig  of  ^arms^ 

-he terrified  the  coufufed .  and  towacdly  mob,  that  ran  throv^  the 

(ftreets  Aippofing  themfdves  purfued,  though  Diofi  aod  his  foreign 

i  forces  bad/retreated. 

He  now  marched  with  bis  friends .  to  Leontium ;  where  he  w^ 
received  by  the  inhabitants  with  great  honour, .  and  hb  foldiersi  weqp 
granted  the  rights  of  citizenlhip. 

Dionyfius,  in  the  mean  time,  obtained  feme  advantages  over  the  Sy^  - 

-racufians ;  who,  inconftant  as  they  were,  iiaddenly  changed  their  icAti- 
ments,  and  fent  deputies  to  Leontium,  that,  weeping  and  falUog  at  t^e 
feet  of  Dion,  entreated  him  to  return  to  Syracofe*  :  Calling  together 
the.Leontini,  and  many  of  the  Pdoponnefians  who  bad  a^ccompaai^d 
him  to  Sicily,  Dion  led  them  to  the  theatre ;. where,  when  he  beg^a 
to  fpeak,  tears  prevented  his  utterance.  .  Atlength,  he  coUe&ed  hw« 
felf,  and  thus  addrcCTed  them : 

'  ^^  Men  of  Peloponnefus.  and  confederates,.  I  have  ^flembled  you  here 
^^  that  you  may  decide  for  yourfdves  :  for  it  would  ill  become  me;  |:o 
^^  aik  advice  for  my  own  fake.  If  Syracufe  muft  perifli,  if  I  cannot 
^  fave  it  from  deflxudion,  I  yet  will  haften  thither  and  bury  myi«lf 

^^*'  under  its  ruins.  But,  (hould  you  confent  to  afford  thofe  yotir  did 
^*  who  are  the  mofl  inconfiderate  and  unfortunate  of  men,  Syr^cufe 
^*  which  is  not  yet  fallen,  again  will  rife.  Should  you  on  the  contrary 
•*  angrily  leave  it  to  its  fate,  may  the  gods  reward  you  for  the  Talpur 
^'  and  the  zeal  which  you  have  teftified  to  me  !  Accept  the  thanks  of 
^^  Dion ;  who  never  did  you  injuftice,  but  Who  cannot  now  abandon 
•*  his  unfortunate  fellow  citizens.** 

He  had  fcaredy  ended  when  his  followers  rofe  with  a  fhont,  and 
requefted  they  might  be  led  to  Syracufe. 

The  defolation  which  the  foldiers  of  the  tyrant  had  fpread  through 

the  city  was  the  caufe  of  die  repentance  of  the  people,  and  of  the  reeal 
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'•of  Dion:  but  when,  at  the  cl'ofe  of  nighty  the  foldiers  were  driven 

-back  into  the  citadel,  though  with  but  little  lofe,  the  herd  of  deneia- 

•gogues-  again  appeared,  harangued  the  people,  warned  them  net  to 

admit  Dion,  and  exhorted  them  rather  to  owe  the  fame  of  their  deH- 

'verance  to  themfelves  than  to  Dion  and  his  foreigners.     Accordingly, 

the  Strategi  l*ent  to  Dion,  to  forbid  his  approach  :  but  the  knights  and 

principalcitizeiisfeht  like  wife,  entreating  him  tohaften  his  march* 

t\   In  -the:  'meaiaf  time,  the  enemy  from  the  citadel  again  aflaulted  Syra- 

cufe;   flaughtering   the   citizens,  amohg  whom  they  {hot   burning 

arrows  j  and  the  opinion  of  the  people  once  more  changed.  In  favour  of 

-Dion/    Nay,  Ueractides  lui^elf  fent,  and  fupplicated  him  to  come 

^  with  all  fpeed. 

Dion  complied,  fent  his  light  armed  troops  fpeedily  againfl:  the 

*  enemy,  put  the  Syracufians  in  martial  array,  appointed  Ceveral  leaders, 
-  then,  calling  on  the  Gods,  marched  againft  the  enemy :  and,  as  he 
"  pafled  the  ftreets,  the  pnfet  of  war  was  mingled  with  refounding  praifes, 

and  {houts  of  joy.  Dion  was  called  a  Saviour,  and  a  God !  and  his 
followers  citizens,  and'  brothers !  'No  one  thought  of  himfelf,  no  one 
^  tAgarded  his  own  life  j  but  every  idea,  every  fenfation,  turned  toward 
Dion  ;  who  marched  over  heaps  of  the  (lain,  through  blood  and  flames, 
againft  the  receding  enemy. 

^The  whole  night  was  employed  in  extinguifhing  the  flames  of  the 
city ;  and,  at  break  of  day,  the  demagogues  were  fled.     Heraclides 

•  indeed  delivered  himfelf  up  to  Dion;  whofe  friends  advifed  him  to 
give  up  his  enemy  to  the  angry  foldiers  :  but  Dion  declared  it  was  not 

\  h^  power,'  or  by  cunning,  but  by  juftice  and  benevolence,  that  he 
ivould  conquer  Heraclides  ;  and  he  fet  him  at  liberty. 

During  the  night,  while  the  citizens  flept,  Dion  caufed  his  foreign 

.  troops  to  dig  a  moat  round  the  citadel.     Friends  and  foes  were  afto- 

iiifhed  at  his  aftivity ;  and  Heraclides  rofe,  and  propofed  that  Dion 

ihould  be  appointed  Commander  in  Qiief,  by  land  and  fea.  The  better 

xitizens  were  intending  to  foUpw  this .  advice,  when  a  multitude  of 

failQra 
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failors  and  artificers  coUefted  and  bred  a  tumult :  becaufe  Heraclides, 
although  they  had  no  affeQion  for  him,  was  neceflary  to  them  ;  as  a 
man  that  always  favoured  the  people.  On  which,  Dion  fufFered  him 
to  remain  the  commander  of  the  fleet. 

Thus  empowered,  Heraclides  took  advantage  of  the  difcontent  of 
thofe  who  imagined  themfelves  injured,  by  the  participation  which 
Dion  had  made  of  the  lands  and  houfes.  He  accordingly  failed  to 
Meffina,  excited  the  anger  of  thofe  that  were  with  him  againfl.  Dion, 
and  held  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the  tyrant,  through  the  juedium 
of  the  Spartan,  Pharax:  probably  the  fame  whom  Diodorus  calls 
PharacUas. 

.  Dionyfius,  no  longer  able  to  remain  in  the  citadel,  where  provifions 
bcga^nto  fail,  left  it }  having. obtained  leave  from  Dion  to  withdraw. 
As  he  entered  the  citadel,  Dion  was  met  by  his  fifter,  Ariftomache, 
his'difgraced  wife.  Arete,  whom  the  tyrant  had  obliged  to  marry  Ti- 
mocrates,  and  his  fon.  Dion  accofted  his  fon  with  tears,  and  received 
them  all  into  his  houfe :  giving  up  the  citadel  to  the  Syracufians. 

And  now  the  eyes  of  Sicily,  Carthage,  and  Greece,  were  all  in  reve- 
rence turned  toward  one  man  ;  who  continued  as  difcreet  in  his  con* 
duft,  and  as  fimple  in  his  manners,  as  if  he  were  ftill  converfing  with 
Plato,  in  the  academical  groves  ;  enquiring  what  is  the  appearance  of 
things,  and  what  their  reality  ?  Plato  wrote  to  him  that  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  world  were  intent  upon  him  :  but,  remembering  the  fickle  dif- 
pleafure  to  which  the  Syracufians  were  fubjeft,  he  cautioned  him  to 
relax  a  little  in  his  feverity  *. 

"  Becaufe  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  exaggerated  as  the  expteffion  may  fcem,  arc 
*«  turned  toward  one  place;  and  in  thatplace  principally  to  you." — And  again ;  •Evdi/futfe  xoi, 
oTi  3b*£ij  Ti^iv  ivJkfrff «f  th  vpoTftui^vTog  BtfavevTtKog  hvsir  fjufi  sv  yaiOavera  ct^  on  iia  t«  apftfseiy  tw^ 
M^Q&fjcoii,  uou  TO  ir^qLTrtif  inv  4  3"  ai/^xiti»  Ifnt^a  (vvotuci*  *^  Remember  that,  to  fome,  you 
**  do  not  appear  fufficiently  complaif.mt  \  and  you  mud  not  forget  that,  if  you  would  influ- 
**  cnce  men,  you  muft  give  them  pleafure.  Self-love  rcfidcs  in  folitude."  See  iht fourth 
letter  of  Plato. 

Vol.  II.  3  A  Hera- 
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Heraclides  found  a  new  fubjcil  of  accufation  againft  Dion,  becaufe 
he  had  not  deftroyed  the  citadel ;  and  becaufe  he  had  fent  for  coun« 
fellors  to  Corinth,  thus  defpifmg  his  fellow  citizens.  True  it  was,  he 
had  invited  fome  men  from  Corinth :  hoping,  by  their  aid,  the  better 
to  reform  the  republic.  Inftead  of  a  pure  democracy,  of  which  Plato 
fo  beautifully  fays  it  is  not  a  conftitution  but  the  annual  fair  of  all  con- 
ftitutions*,  he  intended  to  have  introduced  a  mixed  form  of  a  re- 
public ;  and,  forefceing  the  difficulties  which  Hei'aclides  would  raife^ 
he  no  longer  reftrained  thofe  who  long  had  wilhed  to  put  him  to  deaths, 
and  Heraclides  was  murdered  in  his  own  houfe. 

That  this  wicked  man  had  frequently,  deferved  death  there  is  no 
doubtf:  but  the  pure  \irtue  of  Dion  methinks  ought  not  to  have  been 
fulliedby  any  participation  in  this  afiair. 

From  this  time,  Dion  became  frequently  reftlefs,  melancholy,  an<I 
deiirous  of  death.  This  he  received  from  the  hands  of  fomeof'his^ 
Greek  foldiers,  who  had  been  fo  devoted  to  him  ;  and  at  the  infti- 
gation  of  a  man  whom  he  had  the  more  freely  trufted  becaufe  of  the 
great  (hare  he  had  taken  in  his  plan,  for  dethroning  the  tyrant.  Ca- 
lippus,  the  Athenian,  was  the  man  I  mean ;  whofe  frantic  ambition 
was  the  caufe  of  this  heinous  adl.  At  his  inlligation,  Dion  was  mur- 
dered ;  and  his  wife  and  fitter  thrown  into  prifon :  where  the  firft, 
being  pregnant,  was  delivered  of  a  fon# 

Calippus,  for  a  time,  was  not  only  reipe&ed^  but  governed  in  Sy- 

*  *£li  9  voynriiayf  a\Ka  TTcofravaMov  way  itQUxtita^  umra  tov  Hxenafa,  Tbefe  words  ave 
in  the  eighth  book  of  the  Republic  of  Plato.  The  whole  paflage  is  very  remarkable, 
and  deferves  to  be  read. 

f  There  arc  at  prcfcnt  very  ferious  doubts  entertained,  by  the  wifeft  and  beft  mcn^ 
.wluMher  any  human  being  can  deferve  death  :  that  is,  whether  the  happinefs^  of  men  caQ 
ix  promoted  by  putting  thofe  who  fdl  under  their  difpleafure  to  death. 

The  neceflky  of  warning  incautious  readers,  againft  too  haftily  crediting  bold  aflcr- 
tions,  is  my  motive  for  writing  this  note.  There  is  indeed  fclf-evident  contradiaion  m 
the  author  :  for,  if  it  were  right  to  put  Heraclides  to  dcadi,  pure  virtue  cannot  be  better 
employed  than  in  doing  that  which  is  rights    T* 
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racufe  ;  and  had  the  audacity  to  boaft  of  his  crime,  in  a  letter  to  the 
city  of  Athens:  but,  after  a  campaign,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to 
conquer  Cataua,  he  loft  Sy racufe,  and  was  killed  at  Rhegium, 

The  wife  and  fitter  of  Dion  were  fet  at  liberty,  and  for  a  time  pro- 
teded,  by  Icetes,  the  Syracufian :  but,  being  pcrfuaded  by  the  enemies 
of  Dion  to  betray  them,  he  put  them  on  board  a  vefTel,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  fending  them  to  Greece,  and  they  were  murdered  on  the 
paflage,  and  thrown  with  the  child  into  the  fea. 

After  the  death  of  Dion*,  Syracufe  was  fo  torn  and  diftrafted  by. 
contention  that  Dionyfius,  aided  by  a  body  of  foldiers,  agajn  replaced 
himfelf  in  the  tyranny.  Misfortune  had  embittered  his  temper,  and 
many  could  find  no  other  refuge  than  Leontium  ;  where  Icetes  thca 
governed,  who  had  fo  treacheroufly  treated  the  kindred  of  Dion, 

A  powerful  fleet  from  Carthage  likewife  landed  in  Sicily ;  which 
the  Greek  towns,  exhaufted  by  wars,  and  fwarming  with  Barbarians 
and  men  who  had  been  foldiers,  who  had  more  to  hope  than  fear  from 
any  change,  were  not  in  a  condition  to  refift.  They  therefore  de- 
termined to  afk  aid  of  Greece,  and  particularly  of  Corinth^  the  citizens 
of  which  had  always  teftified  fo  much  hatred  againft  tyrants,  were  in- 
capable of  being  feduced  under  their  rule^  and  who,  by  the  great  and 
famous  wars  they  had  waged,  had  maintained  the  freedom  of  Greece, 
Icetes  durft  not  oppofe  this  determination  j  though  he  had .  a  fecret 
correfpondence  with  the  Carthaginians,  and  doubtlefs  intended  to  betray 
a  part  of  his  country  to  the  Barbarians,  that  he  might  reign  over  the 
remainder. 

No  fooaer  had  the  ambafladors  related  their  griefs  at  Corinth  than 
the  citizens  determined  to  fend  aid  to  Sicily;  where  their  colonies  had 
ever  remained  dear  to  them,  and  efpecially  Syracufe ;  and  Timoleon 
Was  appointed  the  leader  of  the  fuccours  they  fent. 

Timoleon  was  of  noble  birth,  the  fon  of  Timodemus  andDemarifte, 

^  Pluc«  Life  of  Timoleen. 

3  A  2  mild 
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mild  in  his  temper,  a  hater  of  tyrants,  and  an  ardent  lover  of  his  coun- 
try. He  had  an  elder  brother,  Timophanes,  who  was  of  a  very  different 
charadter.  Rafli  and  turbulent  in  his  propenfities,  he  had  early  been 
beloved  by  the  people  for  being  a  daring  youth ;  and,  by  his  inter- 
courfe  with  foreign  foldiers,  had  imbibed  an  admiration  of  tyranny. 
Timoleon  anxioufly  concealed  his  brother's  failings,  and  knew  how  to 
place  his  beft  virtues  in.  their  beft  light. 

It  happened,  in  a  battle  againft  the  ^rgi^  where  Timoleon  fought 
on  foot  andTimophanes  led  the  cavalry,  that  the  horfe  of  the  latter 
was  wounded,  and  threw  him  among  the  enemy  :  on  which  his  fol- 
diers, being  terrified,  difperfed  ;  a  few  only  remaining,  and  defperately 
defending  him  againft  fuperior  numbers.  Timoleon,  hearing  this^ 
haftened  to  his  aid,  protefted  his  brother  with  his  {hield^  and  favecj 
him  ;  after  having  driven  back  the  affailantSa 

The  Corinthians  took  a  body  of  four  hundred  foldiers  into  pay,  and 
gave  the  command  af  them  ta  Timophanes  ;  who,  by  the  help  of  thefe 
foreigners,  put  many  of  the  principal  citizens  to  death,  and  feated  him- 
felf  in  the  tyranny.  Timoleon  was  ftruck  to  the  foul  to  behold  his 
brother  ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  citizens,  and  difgraced  by  tyrannic 
power.  In  vain  did  he  exhort,  nay  fupplLcate,  him  to  renounce  his 
crimes,  and  furrender  the  government*  After  a  few  days^he  returned 
to  him  again ;  accompanied  by  iEfchylus,  the  brother-in-law  of  Ti- 
mophanes, and  a  footh-fayer,  who  was  the  friend  of  both.  They  all 
implored  Timophanes  to  reform  ;  but  he  at  firft  laughed  at  them,  and 
afterward  grew  enraged :  on  which  Timoleon  ftepped  on  one  fidq, 
wept,  concealed  his  face^  and  his  two  friends  drew  their  fwords,  and 
murdered  the  tyrapt. 

The  principal  citizens  admired  the  noble  nature  of  Timoleon  ^  whofe 
love  for  his  brother  had  ceded  to  the  love  of  juftice,  and  o£  his  coua- 
try.  Others,  who  fecretly  preferred  tyranny  to  freedom,  teftified  in- 
deed an  appearancf^f  joy  at  the  death  of  Timophanes,  but  reprefented 
the  action  of  Timoleon  as  unnatural,  and  detellable.     It  afflided  him; 

and,. 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLEERG.  365 

and,  when  he  heard  of  the  anger  of  his  mother,  her  bitter  reproaches, 
the  imprecations  fhe  uttered  againft  him,  and,  when  he  went  to  appeafe 
her,  found  that  flie  avoided  his  fight,  and  fhut  the  doors  to  exclude 
him,  he  funk  into  fuch  a  deep  melancholy  that,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  cares  and  entreaties  of  his  friends  who  oppofed  his  determination^ 
he  would  have  ftarved  himfelf  to  death-  He  renounced  fociety  and 
public  affairs,  fted  the  city,  and  fpent  moft  of  his  life  iu  wandering; 
folitary  and  overwhelmed  by  ^fRiGdotiy  through  the  country. 

About  twenty  years  after  the  death  of  Timophanes,  the  people  ap- 
pointed Timoleon  to  the  command  in  Sicily  ;  and  Teleclides,  one  of 
the  moft  confiderable  citizens  of  Corinth,  then  arofe  and  addreffing 
him  f^id — ^^  Shew  thyfelf  now,  oh  Timoleon,  to  be  a  vigilant  and 
**  noble  man  !  If  thou  fighteft-  valiantly,  we  fliall  confider  thee  as 
**  the  hater  of  a  tyrant :  if  not,,  as  the  murderer  of  thy  brother*** 

While  Timoleon  was  arming  for  the  cnterprife,  letters  were  brought 
from  Icetes ;  in  which  he  informed  the  Corinthians,  that  he  did  not 
need  their  affiftancei  for  that,  through  their  delay,  he  had  found  him- 
felf obliged  to  join  the  Carthaginians  againft  Dionyfius ;.  and  that  the 
powerful  fleet  of  the  Carthaginians  would  not  fuffer  them,  to  land*, 

Thofe  who  had  before  been  indifferent  to  this  expedition  now  be- 
eame  indignant  againft  Icetes  j.  and  tbe.fpur  of  zeal  induced  them  to 
afford  Timoleon  every  aid. 

Proceeding  firft  to  Delphos,.  to  fa^rifice  to  Apollo,  it  happened  that, 
as  he  entered  the  temple,  a  garland,  with  whicKamong  others  it  was  dcr 
corated,  flipt  down,,  and  fell  upon  his  head.  This  garland  wa»  interr 
woven  with  flowers  j  and  figures  of  the  Goddefs  of  Viftory :  fo  that  it 
appeared  as  if  Apollo,  himfelf,  had  crowned  Timoleon  for  the.  under:- 

taking. 

•  He  then  put  to  fea,  with,  tea  ftiips ;  and,  aa^  he  approached  the  coaft 
of  Italy,  he  heard  that  Icetes  had  vanquifhed  Dionyfius  in  a  battle,  was 
in  poffeffion  of  the  greateft  part  of  Syracufe,  and  that  he  befieged  his 
<nemy  in.  the  ifland.of  Ortygia,.  a.  part  of  the  ancient  city:  having 

made: 


366  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

made  an  agreement  with  the  Carthaginians  that  they  (hotild  keep  ofF 
the  fliips  of  Corinth,  and  that  he  would  divide  Sicily  with  them. 

Timoleon  found  twenty  galleys  of  the  Catthaginians  in  Rhegium, 
and  amhafladors  from  Icetes ;  who  reprefented  to  him  that  his  (hips 
would  not  be  fuffered  to  approach  the  fhore,  but  that  he  himfelf  would 
be  welcome  to  Icetes,  fhould  take  part  ui  all  his  councils,  and  fhould 
iharc  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  war.  Timoleon  wofe  (he  femblancc  of 
being  inclined  to  follow  the  advice  of  Icetes ;  but  faid  that  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  right  that  they  fliould  ftate  th^ir  mutual  pretenfions,  in  the 
prefehcc  of  the  citizens  of  a  place  that  might  be  allied  to  them  both ; 
who  therefdre  ought  to  be  witnefies  of  their  proceedings.  Acquainted 
with  the  treacherous  intentions  of  Icetes  and  the  Carthaginians,  Timo- 
leon indulged  himfelf  in  this  artifice  .'  in  the  accomplifliment  of  which 
he  was  aided  by  the  Chiefs  of  Rhegium ;  who  dreaded  nothing  more 
than  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Carthaginians.  The  people  were  al^ 
fembled ;  and^  while  the  Rhegini  were  careful  to  amufe  them  with 
long  difcourfes,  the  Corinthian  veffels  failed  away :  and,  when  Timo* 
leon  was  fecretly  informed  that  his  galley  waited  for  him  and  was  the 
only  one  remaining  in  the  hiven,  he  glided  away  through  the  crowd. 

He  then  fet  fail,  and  landed  at  Tauromcmum :  the  prefent  Taormina : 
where  he  was  kindly  received  by  Androtnachus,  the  Prince  of  that 
<:ity.  The  Carthaginians  in  Rhegium  difcovered  too  late  th«  they 
had  been  deceived ;  for  which  they  Wete  angry  with  the  citizens  :  wh9, 
in  return,  teftified  amazement  that  deceit  could  offend  a  Carthaginian. 

The  Carthaginians  now  fent  to  Andromachus  :  and  their  ambaflfador 
requited  that  the  Corinthians  fhould  immediately  depart.  **  If  not,'* 
faid  he,  turning  firft  the  back  attd  then  the  palm  of  his  hand,  *'  we 
**  will  turn  your  city  topfy  turvy  with  as  much  eafe  as  I  turn  mjr 
wrift.**  The  anfwer  of  Androfnachus  was  a  proper  reproof  to  arro- 
gance like  this.  With  the  fame  gefticulation  he  replied  to  the  Caitha- 
ginian  ;  and  bade  hitn  begone,  or  he  would  treat  him  and  his  galley 
in  xht  mantier  which  he  himfelf  had  threatened. 

3  Icetes 
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Icete9  demanded  more  veflels  of  the  Carthaginians,  for  his  aid  j  and 
the  Syracufians  were  terrified  at  feeing  thefe  enemies  in  their  harbour^ 
and  at  knowing  that  Timoleon  and  his  handful  of  men  were  fhut  up 
in  a  town  which  was  only  connedted  with  Sicily  by  a  fmall  cape :  for 
Tauromenium  was  built  on  the  extreme  point  of  the  promontory  of 
Taurus  or  Toro, 

Neither  did  the  other  towns  of  Sicily  confide  in  the  aid  brought 
them  hy  Timoleon :  in  part  becaufe  it  only  confifted  of  a  thoufand 
men,  and  in  part  becaufe,  having  forn^erly  been  betrayed  by  Pharax^ 
jor  Pharacidas,  the  Lacedemonian,  and  Calippus,  the  Athenian,  they^ 
knew  not  whether  they  might  more  fecurely  truft  in  the  Corinthians. 
Adranum  was  the  only  place  that  favoured  Timoleon;  and  even  this 
was  divided  by  two  parties  :  one  of  which  declared  in  favour  of  Icetes, 
and  the  Carthaginians.  As  it  hxppcnody  they  both  approached  the 
place  together  :  but  Icetes  had  five  thgulknd  men,  and  Timoleon  only 
twelve  hundred.  The  latter  however  was  vifliorious ;  and  Adranum. 
opened  its  gates.  After  which  Mamercus,  tyrant  of  Catana,  fought 
hid  friendlbip ;  and  Dionyfius  himfelf  fent  to  Timoleon^  furrendereA 
the  citadel  to  the  Corinthians^  and  took  refuge  in  the  cjimp  of  TpiniO'- 
kon  :  who  fent  him  to  Corintiv,  where  he  ended  his  life  as  a  private;, 
perfon. 

ilcetes  ftill  continuied  tp  befiege  the  citadel,  though  he  no  longer  be* 
fiieged  Pionyjdu^,  and  fent  two  men  from  S.yracufe ;  who  wer^  ta 
idTaflinate  Timoleon  :  but  his  plot  mifcarried.  He  likewife  difpatched 
ipeffengers  to  Mago,  the  General  of  Carthage;  who  took  pofleiSon  of 
the  haven  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  {hips,,  and  Rationed  fixty  thoufand 
Aen  in  Syracufe.    . 

By  the  aid  of  fmall  vefiels,  Timoleon,  befi^ed  in  the  citadel,  oh« 
taine^l  provifions  from  Catana :  which  place  Mago  and  Icetes,  with 
the  flower  of  their  fleet,  iailed  to  attack.  However,  they  were  quickly 
4>bliged  to  return  :  for  Leo,  the  Corinthian,  had  taken  that  quarter  of 
Syracufe  which  was  called  Achradina  j  and  which,  except  the  fmall- 
^       .  iflandi 
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Ifland  and  the  citadel,  was  the  ftrongeft  part  of  the  city.  Of  this,  not 
being  able  to  recover  it,  they  were  obliged  to  leave  the  Coritithians  in 
poiTeflion. 

A  reinforcement  was  fent  to  Timoleon,  from  Coiinth,  of  two  thou- 
Tanxl  foot,  and  two  hundred  horfe  :  but  they  were  long  detained  in 
Italy,  by  Hanno,  a  General  of  the  Carthaginians  ;  who  guarded  the 
ftraits  with  a  fleet.  Weary  of  waiting,  Hanno  employed  a  ftratagem, 
decorated  his  crew  with  garlands  after  the  Grecian  manner,  and  his 
•ftiips  with  Greek  (hields ;  hoping,  by  this  artifice,  to  furprife  the 
citadel  of  Syracufe:  inftead  of  which,  he  fuffered  the  Corinthians  to 
efcape,  and  join  Timoleon  ;  who,  by  their  aid,  took  Meffina,  and 
marched  with  four  thoufand  men  againft  Syracufe. 

He  pitched  his  camp  near  that  of  the  enemy:  the  Greek  foldiers  of 
which  often  mingled  with  the  Corinthians,  as  they  fiflied  for  eels  in 
the  marfh  near  the  city,  with  whom  they  entered  into  converfation. 
The  Corinthians  repeatedly  reproached  them  for  having  fold  them- 
felves  for  the  pay  of  Barbarians,  and  endeavoured  to  fubjedt  a  Greek 
town  to  a  tyrant.  Mago  became  terrified  with  the  fear  of  being  be- 
trayed by  his  foldiers ;  and,  pianic-ftruck,  led  his  army  back  to  Africa  : 
renouncing  the  conqueft  of  Sicily:  after  which,  Timoleon  gained  a 
fplendid  victory  over  Icetes,  and  remained  matter  of  Syracufe. 

He  did  not  imitate  Dion,  in  fparing  the  citadel ;  but  invited  the 
people  to  deftroy  this  monument  of  tyranny.  The  city  had  been  fo 
wafted  that,  in  many  places,  the  horfes  might  graze  while  their  grooms 
lay  down  in  the  grafs  :  for  which  reafon  Timoleon,  in  common  with 
the  people  of  Syracufe,  wrote  to  Corinth  ;  requefting  that  new  inha- 
bitants might  be  fent  from  Greece.  Many  other  towns  were  become 
the  refort  of  flags,  and  wild  boars ;  and  hunters  fettled  in  fcvera!  of 
their  fuburbs  :  befide  which,  the  ncceffity  of  new  inhabitants  became 
the  more  preflTmg  becaufe  that  the  Carthaginians,  who  Had  crucified 
the  body  of  Mago  after  he  had  killed  himfelf,  were  preparing  for  a  new 
campaign. 

Whea 
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When  this  letter  was  read  in  Corinth,  its  citizens  afforded  an  example 
of  juftice,  and  magnanimity,  which,  while  it  deeply  diigraced  the 
Athenians  and  Lacedemonians,  redounded  to  their  immortal  honour. 
In  poffeflion  of  the  greafeft  of  all  the  Greek  towns,  the  Corinthians 
did  not  appropriate  Syracufeto  themfelves;  which  would  have  fccured 
to  them  the  conqueft  of  Sicily ;  but  fent  ambaffadors  to  all  the  public 
games  in  Greece,  and  the  cities  where  the  people  aflenibled  :  declaring 
that  the  Corinthians,  having  driven  the  tyrants  from  Syracufe  and  fet 
the  city  free,  now  invited  all  the  difperfed  Syracufians,  and  other 
Greeks  that  had  fled  from  Sicily,  to  return  ;  in  the  perfect  affurance 
of  living  according  to  their  own  laws.  They  even  fent  the  fapie  in- 
vitations to  Afia,  and  the  iflands  to  which  moft  of  the  fugitives  had 
Retired  j  with  the  information  that  they  would  provide  veffels,  and  a 
fafe  convoy,  at  their  own  expence,  for  fuch  as  fhould  defire  to  return 
and  fettle  again  in  Sicily.  The  people,  thus  invited,  repaired  from  all 
parts  to  Corinth ;  and,  with  the  addition  of  fome  Corinthians  and 
pther  Greeks,  at  length  completed  the  number  of  ten  thoufand. 

Many  new  fettlers  came  likewife  to  Syracufe,  from  other  part*  of 
Sicily  and  Italy.  Timoleon  ihared  the  lands,  among  them  ;  and  the 
poverty  of  the  Syracufians  induced  them  to  fell  their  ftatues  :  but  not 
till  they  bad  firft  tax  in  judgment  over  each ;  on  which  occafion  tfa^ 
idatue  of  Gelo  was  exempted,  and  preferved. 

Timoleon  now  was  defiro^s  of  giving  freedom  to  all  Sicily  ;  and 
obliged  Icetes  to  renounce  his  alliance  with  Carthage,  and  his  govern^ 
ment  of  th&  Leontini,  and  t9  promife  that  he  would  difmantle  his 
fortreffes.  Leptines,  the  tyr^iu  of  Apollonia  and  other  little  towns, 
having  furrendered  to  Timoleon,  was  fent  by  him  to  Corinth.  He 
then  undertook,  aided  by  Cephalus  and  Dlonyfius,  two  Corinthians, 
to  form  a  new  conflitution  for  Syracufe  j  and  likewife  fent  two  com- 
manders into  the  territories  of  the  Carth^inians,  who  fet  many  of  the 
towns  free. 

An  army  of  feventy  tlioufand  Carthaginians  having  landed  at  Li/j- 
.     Vol.  II.  3  B  iaum^ 
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baum^  under  the  command  of  Hafdrubal  and  Hamilcar,  they  marched 
againft  Syracufe  ;  and  were  met  by  Timoleon,  with  five  thoufand  foot 
and  a  thoufand  horfe*  It  was  on  this  occafion,  as  I  have  related  in  a 
former  letter  *,  that  he  with  wonderful  prefence  of  mind  turned  what 
was  thought  a  prognoftic  of  death  into  an  omen  of  vidtory^  when  he 
crowned  himfelf  with  parfley. 

Timoleon  profited  by  the  moment  when  the  enemy^  were  paffing, 
the  river  Cnmifus  ;  when  a  thick  fog  favoured  the  fmall  army  of  the- 
Corinthians,  while  a  ftorm  of  rain  and  hail  difcharged  itfelf  in  the  fkce 
of  the  Carthaginians,  who  were  vanquifhed  and  loft  above  ten  thoufand: 
men,  with  their  camp:  in  which  the  Corinthians  found  an  immenfe  booty. 

Mamercus,  the  tyrant  of  Catana,  and  Icetes  now  formed  a  mutual: 
alliance,  with  each  other  and  with  the  Carthaginians;  from  whom 
they  entreated  new  forces :  and  Gefcon,  or  Gifcon,  was  fent  with 
feventy  fhips,  who  took  poffeffion  of  Meffina,  and  killed  four  hundred, 
of  the  foldiers  of  Timoleon,  that  lay  there  in  garrifon. 

Icetes,  after  having  made  confiderable  booty  in  the  territories  of" 
Syracufe,  loft  a  battle  againft  Timoleon  :  who  foon  after,  leading  his 
army  into  the  territories  of  Leontium,  took  Icetes,  his  fon,  and  the  com- 
mander of  his  horfe,  prifoners;  who  were  put  to  death,  Timoleon 
then  marched  back  to  Syracufe,  where  the  people  had  condemned  and 
executed  the  wife  and  daughter  of  Icetes.  This  adit  of  injuflice  is  a. 
ftain  on  the  otherwife  virtuous  charadler  of  Timoleon':  becaufe,  accord- 
ing to  Plutarch,  had  he  interpofed,  it  might  have  been  prevented. 

The  Carthaginians  aiked  for  peace,  and  the  river  Halycus  was  again 
the  ftipulatcd  boundary f.  Mamercus  furrenderedhimfelf  to  Timoleon,,. 

*  See  letter  Ixxxix. 

\  Plutarch  calls  it  Lycus^  but  Cluvcrius  and  Dacier  read  i%i^r£/j.  Diodorus  likewifc 
calls  this  boundary  river  Lycus ;  and  all  the  copies  of  this  author  agree  in  the  fame  read- 
i«g  :  but  as  the  Halycus  had  been  the  boundary  river  before,  and  as  I  know  of  no  Lycus 
among  the  rivers  of  Sicily,  I  conjecture  that  the  name  Lycus  "^z^  a  common  abbreviation 
in  the  time  of  Dodorus  of  the  word  Halycus.  Plutarch  writes  Lycus  becaufe  he  found  it 
fo  written  in  Diodorus.- 
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Oft  condition  that  he  fhould  be  judged  by  the  Syracufians,  and  that 
Timoleon  fliould  not  be  the  accufer.  When  he  addrefTed  hlmfelf  to 
the  people,  tbey  evidently  fhewed  that  they  were  inexorable  j  and, 
fuddenly  rifing,  he  ran  to  dafh  his  head  againft  a  pillar :  but,  as  he 
did  not  kill  himfelf  as  he  intended,  he  was  executed  like  a  common 
malefadlor. 

Having  fwept  the  ifland  of  tyrants  and  foreign  foes,  Timoleon.  ob- 
tained increafing  refpeft.  Cities  from  which  the  terrified  inhabitants 
had  fled  were  again  peopled  ;  not  only  by  the  returning  citizens,  but 
by  new  fettlers  from  Greece. 

Among  thcfe  cities  were  Agrigentum  and  Gela  ;  and  all  of  them 
confidered  Timoleon  as  their  founder.  Without  him  no  treaty  was 
concluded,  no  law  promulgated,  no  colony  eftablifhed,  nor  any  con- 
ftitution  planned.  His  mafter  hand  extended  itfelf  over  all  Sicily ; 
imparting  to  each  a<a  a  crown  and  a  grace  which  charaderized  the 
genius  of  this  hero  :  fo  that  it  was  common,  as  Plutarch  after  Timasus 
obferves,  for  people  to  2^ply  the  verfe  of  Sophocles  to  him,  where  the 
poet  exclaims — 

iV  &io(,  rti  Ufa  Ktfsrf If,  n  .rtf  qufo^ 

Oh  Gods ;  ij^hat  Venus,  or  what  Grace  divine, 
Has  touched  the  work  ? 

Two  of  the  demagogues  uttered  various  flanders  againft  this  great 
man ;  and,  when  the  citizens  were  enraged  at  the  demand  of  one, 
who  required  him  to  appear  and  plead  to  an  indictment,  he  pacified 
them  by  obferving  he  had  encountered  fo  many  dangers  only  that  the 
Syracufians  fhould  be  free  to  accufe  :  and,  after  having  heard  the  dif- 
courfeof  the  other,  he  exclaimed — "I  thank  the  Gods  for  having 
"  granted  my  frequent  requcft :  for  I  now  fee  the  day  when  every 
**  man  in  Syracufe  is  permitted  to  fpeak  all  that  he  thinks/' 

Timoleon  never  quitted  the  Syracufians  j  but  in  his  old  age  became 

3  B2  blind, 
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blind,  and  the  fage  was  then  treated  by  them  with  the  moft  heartfelt 
refpeft.  His  funeral  was  attended  with  extraordinary  folemnity.  The 
grateful  citizens  eredled  a  monument  to  his  memory ;  and  near  it  a 
gymnafium,for  the  exercrfe  of  their  youth,  which  was  called  after  him 
Ttmoleontium.  He  died  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  iioth  Olympiad, 
Z2>S  yc2irs  before  Chrift, 

After  the  death  of  Timoleon,  Syracufe  enjoyed  a  calm  of  twenty 
years.  At  lead  we  hear  of  no  outrageous  demagogues ;  whofe  reign- 
ing influence  is  no  lefs  hateful  and  indeed  no  lefs  dangerous,  to  the 
citizen  of  worth  and  uhderftanding,  than  the  rule  of  a  tyrant.  If  the 
charader  of  the  Syracufians  be  fcrutinized,  who  were  as  incapable  of 
true  freedom  as  they  were  impatient  under  flavery,  it  will  greatly  re- 
dound to  the  glory  of  Timoleon  that  the  conftitution  he  gave  them 
continued  for  twenty  years  after  his  deceafe. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  1 15th  Olympiad,  315  years  before  Chrift, 
Agathocles  afTumed  the  fovereignty  of  Syracufe  *.  He  was  the  fon 
of  the  potter  Carcinus,  from  Rhegium.:  who  himfelf  fettled  at 
Thermae,  the  prefent  Sciacca  ;  a  town  in  the  Sicilian  territories  of  Car- 
thage ;  and  had  Agathocles  by  a  wife  of  that  city* 

Carcinus  became  a  citizen  of  Syracufe  during  the  life  of  Timoleon  ; 
and  Agathocles  learned  the  trade  of  his  father,  who  was  poor  and  foon 
died.  The  youth  gained  riches  by  the  moft  flxameful  voluptuoufnefs ; 
and  refpedt  by  his  effrontery,  which  frequently  is  fufl5cient  to  raife  a 
man  to  notice  under  a  democracy ;  and  to  conceal  his  real  intentions  if 
they  happen,  as  was  here  the  cafe,  to  be  accompanied  by  Ihining  talents. 
Nay  how  often  do  they  fucceed  without  any  talents  ? 

In  a  campaign  againft  the  Agrigentini,  Agathocles  was  appointed  the 
leader  of  a  thoufand  men  ;  which  command  was  given  him  by  Damos, 
a  general  by  whofe  fubftance  he  enriched  himfelf.  After  the  death  of 
Damos,  he  married  his  wealthy  widow.  He  then  accompanied  Hera* 
elides  and  Sofiftratus ;  who  were  the  leaders  of  an  army  of  Syracufians, 

*  Diod.  1.  xix.  vol.  ii.  p.  318. 
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fcnt  in  aid  of  .thq  Crotoniata  agai'nft  the  BruttiL  Thefe  arq  both  called 
by  Diodorus  bad. men;  and  Soiiftratus  denied  that  reward  to  Agatho- 
cles  which  he  believed  his  valour  had.  deferved.  Agathocles  accufed 
him,  but  wa8  not  heard ;  and  Sofiftratus,  after  his  return,  found  himfelf 
poffeiTed  of  great  power. 

Agathocles  and  his  dependants  made  an  inefiedual  attempt  upon 
Croton,  which  was  allied  to  Syracufe.  He  then  went  to  Tarentum, 
where  he  was  received  as  one  of  the  foldlers  of  this  republic ;  but  was 
afterward  banilhed,  as  a  dangerous  man.  He  next  afforded  aid  to  the 
Rhegini,  which  was  befieged  by  Heraclides  and  Sofiftratus :  foon  after 
which  Sofi^atus  was  fent  into  exile,  and  Agathocles  returned  to 
Syracufe. 

A  war  now  afofc  between  the  fugitives,  headed  by  Sofiftratus,  and 
the  citiiens.  The  Carthaginians  took  part  with  the  former,  and  Aga-« 
thocles  gained  honour  in  Gela ;  where  his  daring  brought  him  into 
great  danger,  he  having  received  feven  wcwinds  and  efcaped  by  united 
courage  and  caution.  When  he  came  back  to  Syracufe,  the  Corin- 
thian Aceftorides,  who  had  been  chofen  one  of  the  Strategi,  thought 
him  dangerous^  and  commanded  him  to  leave  the  city.  Agathocles 
conjectured  that  Aceftorides  fought  his  life :  he  therefore  fent  one  of 
his  flaves,  who  was  nearly  of  hisown  flattfrc,  armed  like  himfelf,  clothed 
in,  his  garb,  and  mounted  on  his  own  hbrfe,  out  of  the  city ;  and 
efcaped  himfelf  in  a  mean  dlfguife.  He  paffed  unmolefted ;  but,  in 
the  darknefs  of  night,  the  flave  Was  miftaken  for  him,  and  affaffinated* 

The  Syracufians  once  more  received  Sofiftratus  and  the  other  fugi- 
tives and  made  peace  with  Carthage ;  and  Agathocles,  at  the  head  of 
a  company  of  armed  men,  continued  on  the  Mediterranean  (hores  of 
the  ifland :  from  which  he  occafioned  much  vexation  to  Carthage,  and 
Syracufe.  This  produced  his  recall :  but  the  Syracufians  made  him 
fwear,  in  the  temple  of  Ceres,  that  he  would  undertake  nothing  againft 
the  democratic  conftitution. 

He  played  the  part  of  a  zealous  democrat;  and,  like  moft  of  the 

3  demagogues 
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demagogues  of  the  people,  while  he  reviled  the  noWeft  and  beft  citizens, 
he  employed  with  art  and  plan  the  powers  of  popularity,  that  he  might 
exercife  the  rapacity  of  a  tyrant.  Being  appointed  one  of  th^5trategi, 
and  guardians  of  peace,  he  approached  the  goal  at  which  he  aimed; 
and  found  no  obftacle  in  his  way,  except  the  Syracufian  council  of 
fix  hundred:  which  confifted  of  the  moft  refpedlable  citizens. 

Under  the  pretext  of  a  trifliDg  attack  upibn  the  revolt^rsi  he 
aflembled  three  thoufand  men  from  the  heart  of  the  country-;  wiio  had 
formerly  fought  under  his  banners,  and  to  whom  he  added  numbers  of 
people  of  the  loweft  clafs.  At  break  of  day,  he  Rationed  them  all  in 
the  TimoUontiutn:  he  then  called  on  Pifarchus^  and  Decles;  who  took 
with  them  a  company  of  forty  friends,  as  a  convoy. 

Agathocles  pretended  that  they  were  come  to  muriier  him,  caufed 
them  to  be  feized,  and  complained  that  the  fix  hundred  wiihed  to  kiR 
him  becaufeof  his  love  to  the  people:  who,  hearing  this,  founded  the 
trumpet  of  alarm,  and  commanded  the  foldiers  toput  the  guilty  to 
death,  and  to  plunder  the  houfes  of  the  fix  'hundred  and  all  their  aid* 
herent^. 

The  gates  were  fliut,  and  the  city  as  much  afflidled  as  if  it  had  been 
taken  by  the  Carthaginians.  The  terror  indeed  muft  have  been  much 
greater,  for  it  was  more  fudden.  The  infurgents  aflaifinated,  broke 
©pen  houfes,  pillaged,  and  indulged  themfelves  in  every  crime  of 
cruelty  and  luftu  Above  four  thoufand  citizens  fell;  nor  did  the 
temples  afford  them  any  fafety.  All  hiftory  proves  a  truth,  which  our 
neighbours  and  enemies  at  prefent  place  in  a  fearful  light,  and  which 
Lichtwehr  has  fo  happily  exprefled.: 

•  Derfiirchtet  keine  Goiter ; 
Der  keines  menfchen  fchont. 

Who  fears  not  any  God  4 
Who  fpares  not  any  man. 

Above  fix  thoufand  fled,  and  moft  of  them  to  Agrigentum,     After 
I  the 
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Ae  maflacre"had  continued  t\70  daysj  Agatboclcs  addrtffed  the  pfeop}e». 
^ngratolatedthem  oh  having  prefeijyed  their- freedom  j  and  declared 
Aat  aowi  after  fo>  great  i.'work.hcj  would  renounce  all  oflSce,. and -live 
•ambng^  them  like  o^e,  of  themfelves.  On  thi8,4Qud^ exclamations  arofe:; 
calling  on  him  td  guard  the  good  of  all,  and  live  for  the  welfare  of  his 
coimtry*  Thofe  who  weremoft  imbrued  in  the' blood- of  the  beft  citi- 
zens* and  had  enriched  theoifelv«fi..hy  their  depredatiotis,  were  the  moft 
elamorau*;  *nd.heaccept?di  afe  iif  ohliged-to  accept,  the  office  of  Stra^ 
Ugut.i  but  oa  cooditidn  that:  hfr;flt<)Uld  have  no  colleagues ;.becaufe> 
as  he  alleged,  he  woiild  avoid  the  danger  which  arifes  from-partici- 
patiugin  the.guilt  of  thbfe  who  fhouldad  contrary  to  the  laws  of  their" 
country.  AccQEdingly,:jtb«  whoife^owet,,  with  this. office,",  was.  com- 
mitted imto  hjs  honds^i)  i  .:  :       .'    i  .    .      ' 

■  Heiflill  fatthprincreafed  the  nuh»lv«r-  pf  his  Rartifens,  by  the  remif- 
fioir-'of  debtsi  Ae  divifion  of  the  lands,  andby  gifts,  fair  fpeeches,  and 
extraordinary  cottdeftenfion^  .  He  :nei«her  wore ,.  a  diadem,  nor  main- 
tained a  bodyguard-;,  but  pfpferved  an'  ppenji^erfourf^with  the/citi^- 
-len*.  ,  TJie-public!l?«»Jei>*ies^ere..a!dminif^red%rhnn  carefully  j.fhip? 
were  built,  arms  were  forged,  and  the  territ/^ri^;  of  Syracufe-  wer« 
incresUed'  by.  the  addition  df  fome  of  the-  inland  tow^os  of  Sicily.  - 

Two  years  afterwa»J>  lie  toofcafortrefsthat  b^onged-to  Meffina,, 
hid  atisanfom^onit  of  thirty  taknta,  and  received  tbf,  money  :.bot,-ip- 
ft*ad'<if  gWlag  upthepiace,  marchiBd  agaipft.  the  city,  i  Hen^ade  peace 
however,  aad  »eftored/the;fTzaitraIa},<becaufe. the  Carthaginians  fent  to 
him,  to  complain  of  the  injuftice  committed  againft  Meffina.     Fromi 
Meffina-,  be  went  to  ^£icar»«i»,.  an;  alGed  city;,  where-  be  put  about 

jforty  citizens  to  death. 

■  The  fugitive  SyracufTans,  who'r^fidedlnAgrigentum,  exhorted  the* 
■  ehiefe  of  that  city  rather  to-declkre  againft  Agat  hocks,  before  his  power" 

waa  incrcafed,thaa;to  wait  till. h?  had  fubjeded them,  as  well  as  others, . 
under  the  yoke.  The  Agrigeatinifeltthe  force  of  thb  argument,  made 
aa  alliance  with  the  people  df -Geld  and  Meffina,.declar€d  war  againft 

Agathocles,, 
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Agathocles,  ^nd  looked  round  them  for  a  leader.  They  determined  to 
choofe  a  ftranger,  becaufe  they  dreaded  the.amlutioa  of  their  own  dtl- 
zens,  and  fcnttoSp^ta;  where  they  found  Acrotatus,  thcfon.  of 
Cleomcnes,  King  of  Lacedafemon,  a  vtgry  proper  perfon  to  head  their 
enterprife. 

Without  waiting  for  the  confent  of  the  Ephori,  Acrotatus  failed, 
with  a  few  veffels,  and  was  driven  by  a  ftorm  to  Italy :  where,  profie- 
ing  by  this  circumftance,  he  perfuaded  the  Tarentini  to  take  part  in 
the  deliverance  of  Syracufe,  and  they  promifed  him  twenty  (hips. 

While  the  Tarentini  were  arming,  he  failed  to  Agrigentum ;  and 
there  adminiftered  the  affairs  of  government,  as  chief  of  the.  republic. 
•The  people  at  firft  cheriflied  gre^  hopes  of  this  man ;  but  he  fulfilled 
none  of  them,  (hewed  hi tnfelf  tyrannical  and  debauched,  knxl  diflipated 
the  public  revenues :  partly  by  his  bad  adminiftration,  and  pirtly  by 
his  treachery.  H^  likewife  bafely  murdered  Sofidratua,  whom  he  had 
invited  to  a  banquet ;  becaufe  he  dreaded  the  refpeA  in  which  he.  was 
held.  As  foon  as  this  aAion  became  ptibUc,  the  ftigi^fes^  a^mUisd.; 
and  would  bave  lioned  him,  hiad  he  not  fied  ba^k  ^b^  iSpacca,  4)ves- 
whelmed  with  difgrace.  »/     .    .         ^  .      , 

The  Tarentini  now  recalled  their  Teflfels ;  aad  tha  people  xif  Gela 
and  Meffina,  through  «he  mediaeion  ^  Hamiloav^TiKiada  peam  with 
Agathocles :  on  condition  that,  of  the  4!otvns  of  <he'@peeks^.Hieracle4, 
SelinUs^  and  Hitnera>  fliould  aptpertaiortp  (Ilai^kagcrjj  and  tliat  all  U^ 
others  (hould  live  according  tothwr  Own  lawjs,  but^clbiawkidge'tlfe 
fovereignty  of  Syracufe*. 

Agathocles  now,  feeing  Sac3y  fteed'  &0111  foreign  armies^  conquered 

^  Faiiormus,  Motya^  and  Solos,  are  not  here  J(a  qucftion :  becai^e  thefe  cities  wore  of 
Phoenician  orij;iDj  and  would  not  be  at  enmity  wi^h  the  Carthaginians.  T'oi  T  oxxo^ 
"waaeii  ounopo/Msitvcu,  mv  ny^fdOHOf  bx^vtuy  l^v^MuiJim.  I  mud  remalpk  that  theword^/e- 
reignty,  which  I  havcf  ufed,  appears  fttonger  to  me  than  the  G^sek  wQvdykfipuma:  bat, 
4>e  that  as  4t  will,  hiftory  informs  us  tkat,  wkeoetcr  tiie  citks  of  jAth^na  pr  Sgarte  nxeant, 
bf  die  "WQtd  kreimMt%  to  exgrefs  di^^  ^^athonrlty  ()?Gf;4)t|&er  Stiues,.  this  au^^^ty  fopn 
Regenerated  into  defpotic  caprice. 

many 
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many  towns.  He  likewife  increafed  the  foldier's  pay:  becaufe 
he  forefaw  that  the  Carthaginians  would  be  diflatisfied  with  the 
treaty  made  by  Hamilcar,  and  would  foon  declare  war.  For  this  rea— 
fon,  he  fuddenly  fent  an  army  into  the  territories  of  Meffina ;  where 
he  took  many  prifoners,  becaufe  they  had  received  all  the  fugitives  that 
had  there  taken  refuge.  The  Meffinians  were  difconfolate,  drove 
away  the  fugitives,  and  received  Agathocles  and  his  army  into  the  city; 
who  behaved  with  great  complacency :  but,  after  he  had  called  together 
all  the  citizens  of  Medina  and  Tauromenium,  who  had  oppofed  hiiHt 
he  caufed  fix  hundred  of  them  to  be  ftrangled. 

He  now  intended  to  have  marched  againft  Agrigentum ;  but  he 
heard  that  the  Carthaginians  had  landed  with  fixty  fhips,  and-  had 
wafted  the  provinces  of  the  Agrigentini ;  where  he  had  taken  feme 
ftfong  places,  and  others  had  furrendered  to  him. 

,The  fugitives,  having  chofen  Dinocrates  for  their  leader,  entreated 
aid  of  the  Carthaginians;  and  Dinocrates  fent  a  body  of  men  by  night 
into  the  town  of  the  Centuripiniy  with  fome  of  whom  he  had  a  good 
underftanding :  but  thefe  troops  were  flain  by  Agathocles,  who  put 
fuch  of  the  Centuriplrti  to  death  as  had  taken  part  with  the  fugitives. 

A  fleet  of  fifty  Carthaginian  fhips  failed  into  the  great  harbour  of 
Syracufe :  but  here  they  effeded  nothing,  except  that  they  funk  a 
tranfport  that  belonged  to  Athens,  after  they  had  chopped  off  the  hands 
of  the  feamen.  Soon  afterward,  fome  of  their  fhips,  on  the  coaft  of 
Bruttium^  the  lower  Calabria,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  commanders  of 
Agathocles ;  who  retaliated  their  own  cruelty  upon  themfelves, 

Dinocrates,  with  five  thoufand  men,  took  pofleflion  of  the  little  town 
of  Galatia ;  to  which  he  had  been  invited  by  the  citizens :  but  it  wis 
retaken  by  one  of  the  officers  of  Agathocles,  who  put  to  death  the 
chiefs  of  the  party  that  had  advifcd  the  revolt. 

Agathocles,  having  time  after  time  infinuated  foldiers  into  Gela,  at 

lafl  came  in  perfon,  caufed  four  thoufand  of  the  citizens  to  be  flrangled, 

obliged  the  remainder  to  deliver  up  all  the  coined  and  uncoined  gold 

Vol.  II.  3C  and 
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and  filver,  placed  a  garrifon  in  the  city,  aad  then  marched  agaiaft  the 
Carthaginians. 

He  was  overcome  in  a  great  battle,  near  the  mountain  Ecnomos^ 
by  Hamilcar ;  in  which  about  live  thoufaad  Carthaginians  and  fevcD 
thoufand  of  the  army  of  Agathocles  were  flain:  which  induced  him  ta* 
burn  his  camp,  and  march  back  to  Gela,  and  Hamilcar  took  pofleffion 
of  many  ftrong  places,  and  treated  the  inhabitants  with  kindnels. 

The  people  of  Camarina,  Leontium,  Catana,  Tauromenium,  Meflina,. 
and  Abacasnum,  declared  for  the  Carthaginians.  Agathocles  returned 
to  Syracufe,  ftrengthened  the  walls,  and  provided  the  city  with  corn. 

After  their  vidory  *,  the  Carthaginians  were  in  pofleffion  of  the 
greateft  part  of  Sicily  ;  and  there  was  no  appearance  that  Agathocles. 
would  be  able  to  withftand  them,  when  he  came  to  a  determination  a* 
wife  as  it  was  daring,  which  deferves  the  admiration  of  the  lateft  poftc- 
rity» 

Unaccuftomed  as  the  Syracufians  were  to  fee  an  enemy  before  their 
walls,  living  in  all  the  voluptuoufnefs  of  profpericy,  furrounded  by  • 
tribes  whom  it  had  been  their  pradice  feverely  to  opprefs,  they  faw 
themfelves  poflefled  of  a  country  which  was  rich  in  every  kind  of 
produtlion.  Agathocles  therefore  perceived  that  the  Carthaginians 
were  enemies  who  muft  be  grappled  with  in.  the  heart  of  their  owa 
country,  or  they  could  not  be  driven  from,  the  ifland,,  of  the  greateft. 
part  of  which  they  were  now  in  pofleffion^ 

.  Agreeably  to  his  habits,  he  debafed  the  grandeur  of  this  enterprife 
by  cruelty,  and  fraud.  He  conunitted  the  adminiftratioa  of  affairs  ia 
Syracufe  to  his  brother,  Antandrus ;  and,  as  he  did  not  think  himfelf 
fecure  during  his  abfence,  without  appearing  fo  to  do,  he  tookhoft^^s. 
with  him  :  fuch  as  a  brother,  or  a  fon  j  leaving  the  other  brother,  or  the 
father,  behind.  He  borrovved  money  of  the  merchants,  caufed  guardiana^ 
to  furrender  the  eftates  of  minors,  under  the  pretext  of  their  being  more 
fecure,  as  he  likewife  did  the  ornaments  of  the  principal  womea  and 

♦  Diod.  1.  XX. 

the 
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the  decorations  of  the  temples,  and,  when  feveral  of  the  moft  wealthy 
citizens  withdrew  from  Syracufe,  he  fent  his  foldiers  in  purfuit  of  them, 
caufed  them  to  be  ftrangled,  and  feized  on  their  effeds. 

Sixty  fliips  were  armed ;  and  Agathocles  waited  for  a  favourable 
momentj  at  a  time  when  no  one  knew  his  intentions*  Some  imagined 
he  would  attack  the  Sicilian  provinces  of  Carthage ;  others  that  he  was 
projedking  a  defcent  on  Italy ;  and,  to  all,  his  anions  appeared  to  be 
thofe  of  a  madman. 

The  fleet  of  the  Carthaginians  for  a  time  prevented  him  from  fail- 
ing;  but  the  chace  of  the  enemy,  after  fome  tranfports,  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  leaving  the  haven,  with  all  his  force.  The  Cartha- 
ginians fuppofed  his  intention  was  to  aid  the  tranfports,  and  flackened 
fail  in  order  to  give  him  battle :  but,  when  they  faw  him  fail  into  the 
open  fea,  and  perceived  that  he  had  already  got  to  a  condderable 
didance,  they  followed  in  purfuit ;  and  would  have  overtaken  him,  had 
not  the  night  intervened.  ^ 

After  a  pafTage  of  fix  days,  on  the  dawn  of  the  feventh,  the  Sicilian 
mariners  beheld  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  on  their  back,  and  the  coaft  of 
Africa  before  them.  The  oars  now  were  plied  with  unrelaxing  efforts. 
Should  the  Carthaginians  come  up  with  and  conquer  them,  Sicily 
would  be  loft,  and  they  anticipated  the  moft  cruel  flavery.  Accuftomed 
to  the  exercife,  the  Carthaginians  rowed  the  fafteft  :  but  the  Greeks 
were  neareft  the  ftiore.  The  arrows  however  of  the  leading  vefl!el  of 
Carthage  could  reach  the  laft  of  the  (hips  of  Agathocles ;  who  not- 
withftanding  landed,  and  the  Carthaginians  caft  anchor  about  an 
arrow-fhot  from  the  coatt. 

Having  aflTembled  his  army,  Agathocles  facrificed  to  Ceres  and  Pro- 
fcrpine ;  and,  clothing  himfelf  in  a  fplendid  robe  and  placing  a  garland 
on  his  temples,  he  declared  that,  while  purfued  by  the  Carthaginians, 
he  had  made  a  vow  to  oflTer  up  the  fhips  to  Ceres  and  Proferpinc ;  the 
guardian  GoddefTes  of  the  ifland.     The  facrifice  was  the  prognoftic  of 
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vidlory,  and  they  might  boldly  burn  their ifteet ;  for,  having  conquered^ 
better  fliips  would  be  in  their  power. 

On  this  a  torch  was  brought  to  him  and  to  each  commander  of  a 
galley.  Agathocles  placed  himfelf  at  the  ftern  of  his  veflel,  his  example 
was  followed,  the  flames  rofe,  the  trumpet  founded,  and  the  fliores 
echoed  with  the  fupplicatory  vows  of  the  arvfij  for  their  fafe  return. 

By  this  daring  adion,  Agathocles  gaine4  two  advantages.  Had  he 
not  deftroyed  the  fhips,  he  muft  have  divided  his  forces :  otherwifo 
they  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy :  and  to  divide 
his.  forces  was  not  only  to  weaken  his  numbers  but  to  give  the  foldiers 
hopes  that,  if  they  could  not  conquer,  they  might  fty,  and  again  r^ach. 
home.     At  prefent,  viftory  was  their  only  truft. 

The  cnthufiafm  of  the  Sicilians  begarn  to  exphre  with  the  expirmg^ 
jBames :  but  Agathocles  gave  them  no  time  for  the  repentance  to  which 
thiey  were  prone.  He  led  them  into  the  territories  of  a  place  called 
the  great  ©ty :  MiyctPin  flo^n  :  the  Punic  name  of  which,,  if  I  do  not 
5aiftake,i8  unknown.  Here  they  were  cheered  by  the  profped  of  the 
fmiling  plains ;  where  plenty  of  every  kind  gladdened  the  eyes  and 
animated  the  hopes  of  the  army.  Vineyards^,  orchards^  corn  fields^, 
flocks^  well  watered  paftures  and  meadows,,  magnificent  country 
houfes^  and  the  city  itfelf,  iavited  them  to  fall  oa  and  plunder*. 

Agathocles  commanded  them  to  attack  t^jie  city^  which  he  con*- 
quered^  ftripped,  enriched  the  foldiers  with  its  booty^and  thus  infpired 
them  all  with  courage^  He  fooa  afterward  took  pdflfeffion  of  another 
place;  which  Diodorus^  caUadie  white  Tfncs;  and  in  both  of  thefe  he 
left  garrifofls,. 

The  mariners  ©f  Carthage  hud  contemplated  the  ffaming  fleet  of  the 
Syracufians  as  a.  charming,  fpedacle:  but  they  foon  recolleded  what 
might  be  the  confequences,.  hung  {kins  over  their  fhips,  according  tO' 
the  cuftom  of  that  people,  to  denote  that  their  country  was  in  danger^, 
and  ifent  melTengers  to  Carthage  to  relate  the  vAxoh  occurrence  as  it 
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had  happened.    Tbey  likewise  took  thfi  iron  prows  of  the  vcflHs  that 
were  burnt. 

The  meflengera  fouad  Carthage  la  th^  utmoft  coafternadoa;  for 
the  country  people  had  akeady  announced  the  presence  of  the  enpmjy 
and  it  was  imagined  that  their  whole  army  mufl:  have  periihed  in  Sicily  ^ 
otherwife  Agathodes  would  not  have  dared  to  have  made  fuch  aa 
attack. 

Diflatisfied  with  their  generals,  the  Carthaginians  appointed  Hanna 
and  Bomilcar  to  the  command ;  men  whey  cberiflidd  an  inherited  hatred 
againfl:  each  other,  but  firom  whom  it  was  hoped  that  their  private 
griefs  would  have  been  iacrificed  to  the  public  good.  Not  giving; 
time  to  coUeft  people  from  the  neighbouring  country,  thefe  leaders* 
immediately  armed  forty  tiK)ufand  cirizens,  a  thoufand  horfe,  and  two* 
«houfand  chariots  of  war;  and  were  met  by  Agathoeks  with  a  fmall 
army  of  about  fourteen  thoufand  men. 

Agathocles  had  concealed  many  owls,  and  thefe  he  now  fuffered  to* 
fiy  about  the  camp,.  Thefe  birds,  which  are  confufcd  by  the  light  of 
day,  fluttered  blindly  around :  fome  of  them  alighting  on  the  &idl4s^ 
and  others  on  the  helmets  of  his  warriors  ;  who  confidered  this  as  an- 
excellent  omen,  and  that  Pallas  herfelf,  by  her  facred  bird,  announced 
to  them  the  vidory.  Accordingly  the  Carthaginians  were  ddFeated^ 
and-  the  vl&or  took  poifeffion  ^f  ih^ir  camp. 

An  order  was  fent  to  Hamilcar  from  Carthage,  demanding  imme»»^ 
diateaid ;  as  Ukewife  were  theironptOWs  of  the  SyracuQan  fleet*.  Ha*- 
ailcar  commaiukd  the  meijenger  to  conceal  the  truth,  and  fpread  the: 
seport  in  the  camp  that  the  wiiole  fleet  of  Syracufe  and  the  afmy  had; 
periihed*.  He  caufed  the  faliehood  to  be  tqld  to  the  SyracurunS|;fuai^ 
motting  them  at  the  ikme  time  to  faoGQi^  dieirxky,  and  as  ^proq^ 
Shewed  them  the  iron  piraw^  The  f£ocy  was^  g^aerally  believed ;  but  the 
chiefs  of  Syracufe  doubted,  and  aflembled  thofe  who  were'diflatisfied- 
with  their  government,  as^^well  ^s  dieir  friend^  an4  relations,  and  fent 
them  out  oC  tike  city,    Syvaeofe  €iow  refounded  with  waitings,  net 

only 
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joiily  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  army  but  for  thofe  who  were  driven 
from  its  walls  ;  to  which  the  enemy  was  approaching,  and  no  faviour 
.waS(  near.  The  number  of  the  •  fugitives  was  about  eight  thoufand  ; 
jirird,  as  tKejf  had  no  other  jAroc  of  refuge,  tliey  fled  to  the*  Carthagi- 
.mans  ;  who  received  without  doing  theni  injury. ' 

Hamilcar  led  his  array  immediately  againft  Syracufe,  that  he  might 
profit  by  the  prefent  confufion  of  the  city :  however  he  once  more 
fent  to  '  deniand  its  furrender,  and  promifed  fafetylo  Antandrus  and 
his  adherents.  Antahdrus  was  inclined  to  comply;  but  Erymnoo, 
the  .'^tolian,  whom  Agathocles  had  appointed  as  the  colleague  of  his 
brother,  oppofed  this  proceeding  and  refufed  to  yield,  till  Hamilcar 
ihould  demonftrate  the  truth  of  his  relation. 

Hamilcar  was  preparing  his  machines  of  war  when  Nearchus,  one 
..of  the  friends  of  Agathocles,  arrived  in  a  veflel.  He  had  approached 
Syracufe  by  night,  and  attempted  to  enter  in  the  morning,  his  men 
^^rownedivith  garlands  and  finging  the  lo  Paean  of  vidory.  The  guard- 
fhips  of  the  Carthaginians  perci?ived  him,  and  pur£ued :  and  the  peo- 
|)leftom;thq  city  and  frona  the  camp  of  the  Carthaginians  ran  to  the 
haven.  The  Barbarians  fhoutedj  the  Syracufians,  vvhp  could  afR>rd 
their  fellow-citizens  no  aid,  oflfered  up  their  vows;  and  an  enemy's 
fhip  had  almoft  overtaken  Nearchus,  at  the. very  moment  that  hia 
veflel  arrived  near  enough  to  be  proteded  by  the  arrows  of  his  coun- 
trymen.   '  .      ^  r 

.  Remarking  that  the.  whole  attention  of  the  city  was  dire&ed  toward 
the  haven,  Hamilcar  lofl:  not  a  moment,  but  caufed  ladders  to  be 
iraifed  jagainft  the  walls;  and  his  men  had  nearly  got  pofleflion  of  a 
place,  between  two  towers^  wheujthc  ufiial  patrole  paflTed  that  way  and 
gavetbe  alarm. .  The  Cartiiiginians were  then  driven  down  ;  and  the 
WBifteid  Hamilcar  withdrew  from  Syracufe,  and  fent  five  thoufand  fol- 
diers  t0^  Africa*    •     ..  :      ..  ...       '.'..!,' 

Aga^hocles  wa*  tiovr  p.ofleflfed  of  Tyncsj  or  Tunis,  had  taken  many 
ibong  holds  andibme  townbya^^d  h»d  gained  a  battle  over  theCartha- 
-.  ■    X  ginians. 
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gmians.'  Hamilcaf,  having  once  more  renewed  his  attack  ujponSyra- 
cufe,  in  confequence  of  a  mutiny  that  rofe  in  his  army,  was  vanqui(hed, 
taken,  and,  after  the  Syracufians  had  reviled  and  tormented  him  in  the 
moft  barbarous  manner,  put  to  death ;  and  his  head  was  fent  to  Aga- 
thocles.  The  befieging  army  then  divided  :  the  Carthaginians  retired' 
with  their  leaders,  and  the  fugitives  and  other  Greeks  went  with  Dino- 
crates.  .  .  ^  * 

The  Agrigentini  imagmed  they  now  faw  a  favourable  opportunity  * 
to  obtain  the  command  of  all  Sicily  ;  Agathocles  being  employed  in 
the  territories  of  Carthage,   Dinocrates  and  his  fugitives  not  to  be 
feared,  and  Syracufe,  fufFering  under  the  want  of  provifions,  in  no 
condition  to  contend  for  pre-eminence.     To'thefe  motives  they  ra- ' 
tionally  added  the  hatred  of  the  towns  againft  the  Cartiiaginians :  and' 
the  defire  that  they  had  to  live  accordbg  to  their  bWn  laws,'    They  ' 
therefore  appointed  Xenodocus  their  general,  gave  him  a  confiderable 
army,  and  he  poflefled  himfelf  of  Gela.     The  Gelenfes,  glad  of  this' 
much  deiired  freedom,  ftippotted'  the  enterprife  of  the  Agrigentini. 
The  hopes  of  liberty  filled  every  town  :  Enna  opened  its  gates  to  the 
Agrigentini,  and  was  freed.  CamarinaandLeontium  were  ravaged  hy 
the  foldiers  that  had  been  left 'behind  by  Agathodes ;  and  to  them  Xe- 
nodocus marched,  freed  them  from  their  oppreflbrs,  and  likewife  de- 
livered feveral  places  from  the  fetters  of  the  Carthaginians. 

When  the  head  of  Hamilcar  was  brought  to  Agathocles,  he  rode 
near  enough  to  the  camp  of  the  Carthaginians  for  them  to  hear  him, 
fiiewed  them  the  head  of  their  geiierah,  and  related  the  defeat  of  their 
companions. 

And  now,  when  hrs  fortune  appeared  to  have  attained  its  fummit^ 
he  fell  into  great  danger.  Lycifcus,  one  of  his  moft  valiant  chiefs; 
wliom  he  had  invited  to  a  feaft,  being  heated  with  wine  fpoke  bitterly 
againft  Agathocles  ;  who,  as  he  hontmred  the  merit  of  the  man,  took 
it  in  good  part :  but  his  fon,  Archagathus,  was^  angry ;  and,  as  Lycifcus  ' 
uttered  farcaftic  reproaqhe^s  againft  him,  he  was  ftabbed  by  Archa*- 
5  "^  gathus. 
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gathus.  The  fddiets  ran  together,  flew  to  atms,  demanded  the  deli- 
very of  Archagathu9|  and  threatened  Agathodes  with  death,  ihould  he 
refufe. 

The  Carthaginians,  learning  the  caufe  of  this  mutiny^  fent  perfons  to 
excite  the  army  to  revolt.  Many  of  the  leaders  promifed  to  follow 
this  advice  :  but  Agathocles  threw  off  the  purple,  le^t  among  the  fol« 
diers  as  one  of  themfelves,  harangued  them,  and  threatened  to  put 
himfelf  to  death.  The  feeling  of  the  army  now  changed :  he  was 
pronounced  free,  and  once  more  requefted  to  alfume  the  garb  of 
general. 

The  Carthaginians  meanwhile  expected  that  the  army  would  go 
over  to  them ;  and,  when  Agathocles  led  his  foldiers  againft  them,  they 
imagined  they  beheld  def^rters,  not  enemies,  till  he  ordered  the  trum« 
pet  to  found  the  onfet.  Many  of  the  Carthaginians  were  flain  ;  and 
thofe  in  the  army  of  Sicily  that  had  taken  part  with  them  went  over 
to  them,  about  two  hundred  in  number. 

The  Carthaginians  had  marched  into  Numidia  j  partly  with  an  in- 
tention to  make  new  conquefts,  and  partly  to  chaftife  the  revolted  ; 
whither  they  were  followed  by  Agathocles  with  about  nine  thoufand 
men,  and  he  there  obtained  a  new  vidiory. 

Anxious  to  omit  nothing  that  might  anfwer  bispurpofe,  Agathocles 
fent  to  Ophelias ;  a  Greek,  who  had  fought  under  Alexander,  and 
who  now  governed  Cyrene,  a  Greek  colony  of  Africa  j  whom  he  in- 
vited to  become  his  ally,  and  tempted  him  by  the  conqueft  of  Libya 
and  Carthage.  Ophelias  gave  ear  to  thefe  arguments,  and  fent  to 
Athens,  demanding  aid  in  this  ehterprife  ;  and  many  of  the  Athenians, 
and  other  Greeks,  were  the  more  eafily  induced  to  comply  becaufe 
their  country,  after  many  wars,  was  much  troubled. 

OpheUas  began  his  march  with  ten  thoufand  welK armed  troops  ;  and 
as  many  more  lefs  orderly,  who,  bringing  with  them  their  wives  and 
children,  gave  the  army  the  appearance  of  a  coIony«  He  wa»  alfo 
followed  by  chariots,  and  borimen :  but  they  bad  a  V^y  difficult 
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inarch  through  the  Libyan  deferts  j  and,  after  a  journey  of  two  months^ 
arrived  at  the  army  of  Agathocles.  Ophelias  was  received  with  every 
token  of  friendfhip  and  gratitude,  his  army  provided  with  neceflarie«, 
and  he  was  advifed  by  Agathocles  to  give  his  weary  foldiers  refrefli- 
ment. 

.  After  a  few  days,  when  the  greateft  part  of  the  army  of  Ophelias 
was  foraging,  Agathocles  harangued  his  foldiers,  accufed  Ophelias  of 
haying  under  the  appearance  of  an  ally  endeavoured  to  fupplant  him^ 
enraged  them,  and  led  them  againft  the  Cyreneans.  Ophelias  made 
efforts  to  defend  himfelf ;  but  he  had  few  troops  near  him,  and  was 
piurdered.  When  this  was  accomplifhed,  Agathocles  put  an  end  to 
the  battle ;  promifed  great  things  to  the  Cyreneans,  and  won  over  the 
whole  army  without  fharing  the  command  with  an  ally  whom  he  had 
thus  fcandaloufly  betrayed. 

At  the  very  time  that  Agathocles  was  committing  this  cruel  aA,  60- 
milcar  was  eftablifhing  himfelf  a  tyrant.  Each  was  fo  intent  on  his 
own  plan  that  he  overlooked  the  proceedings  of  the  other.  Had  the 
Carthaginians  fallen  upon  the  camp  of  the  Sicilians,  when  the  latter 
attacked  the  Cyreneans,  by  aflfording  the  Cyreneans  aid,  they  would 
probably  have  overthrown  Agathocles.  And  had  Agathocles  attacked 
Carthage,  when  it  was  diftra&ed  with  tumult  and  terror  by  the  daring 
ambition  of  Bomilcar,  he  would  have  found  very  little  refiftance. 

Bomilcar  muftered  his  army  in  the  new  town,  which  was  built  near 
Old  Carthage,  and  gave  many  their  difmiflion  ;  and,  with  five  hun- 
dred citizens,  who  entered  into  his  plan,  and  four  thoufand  foldiers, 
he  proclaimed  himfelf  Sovereign.  He  marched  his  army  into  the 
town  in  five  divifions,  and  ftrangled  all  who  offered  oppofition. 
During  the  firft  confufion,  the  Carthaginians  imagined  that  the  town 
was  betrayed  to  the  enemy ;  and,  when  they  underftood  the  truth,  the 
young  men  armed  againft  Bomilcar  ;  while  he  caufed  the  citizens  to 
be  ftrangled  in  the  ftreets,  and  in  the  public  place.  At  length  mef- 
Jengers  were  fent,  and  pardon  was  offered  to  the  revolters  ;  and  Bo- 
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milcar  and  his  adherents  muft  have  been  in  defpair  of  fuccefs,  for  they 
laid  down  their  arms.  The  promife  was  kept  with  the  other  infur- 
gents  ;  but  Bomilcar,  in  delianee  of  an  oath,  was  put  to  death  after  a 
ihameful  and  tormenting  manner. 

Agathocles  took  much  booty,  and  fent  thofe  of  the  Cyreneans  whom 
he  did  not  think  proper  for  war  on  board  of  tranfports  to  Syracufe : 
but,  a  ftorm  overtaking  them,  fome  of  them  were  loft,  others  were  caft 
on  the  Pithecufian  iflands,  Ifchia,  Capri,  and  Procida,  and  but  few  ar- 
rived at  Syracufe. 

When  Agathocles  heard  that  the  fucceflbrs  of  Alexander,  Antigonus^ 
Demetrius,  Ptolemy,  Seleucus,  Lyfimachus,  and  Caflander,  had  affumed 
the  regal  title,  he  likewife  proclaimed  himfelf  a  King. 

He  then  marched  againft  Utica,  which  had  revolted  from  him,  and 
took  three  hundred  prifoners  before  the  town.  After  this,  he  required 
the  inhabitants  to  furrender,  and  promifed  forgetfulncfs  of  the  paft : 
but,  as  they  would  not  give  up  the  town,  he  caufed  a  large  war  machine 
tCf  be  built,  on  which  he  placed  the  prifoners  and  with  them  the  cata- 
.  pultae,  flingers,  and  throwers  of  javelins;  o^vlSeXus;  and  thus  placed  the 
befieged  under  the  wretched  neceffity  of  difcharging  tlieir  miffiles  at  their 
fViendsjif  they  would  maintain  their  freedom.  Utica  fell  into  his  power, 
and  its  ftreets  were  filled  with  murder:  nor  were  thofe  who  took  refuge 
in  the  temples  fpared.  He  likewife  took  Hippoacra  ;  and  was  now  in 
pofTeffion  of  nearly  the  whole  coaft  together  with  the  inland  countries 
of  Libya,  Numidia  excepteid. 

Thus  powerful  in  Africa,  he  ftill  had  his  cares  concerning  Sicily, 
built  veflbls,  and  embarked  accompanied  by  two  thoufand  men,  leaving 
the  command  of  the  army  to  his  fon. 

His  generals  had  lately  overcome  Xenodccus ;  and  the  Agrigentini 
had  renounced  the  nobk  proje<a  of  giving  freedom  to  Sicily,  when 
Ap  ihocles  arrived  at  Selinus.  Heraclea  was  once  more  conquered  by 
him  J  and  after  that,  on  the  north  of  Sicily,  Tbtrma  Htmerenfes^  or 
Termini,  and  Cepbal(£dium^  or  Cefalu.     He  next  marched  againft  Cen^ 
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twipa ;  into  which  he  gained  admiflion  by  treachery,  but  was  after- 
ward repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  five  hundred  men.  He  then  took 
ApoUoaia,  ftrangled  moil  of  the  citizens,  and  gave  up  the  place  to 
plunder. 

Dinocrates,  the  leader  of  the  fugitives,  now  took  upon  him  to  main- 
tain the  freedom  of  Sicily ;  after  the  plan  had  been  renounced  by  the 
Agrigentini.  Many  perfons  joined  him  ;  and  he  foon  faw  himfelf  at 
the  head  pf  an  army,  of  nearly  twenty  thoufand  foot  and  fifteen  huui- 
dred  horfe,  which  was  chiefly  compofed  of  men  whom  war  and  mif- 
fortune  had  Heeled  againft  every  hardfhip.  Agathocles,  with  a  much 
inferior  force,  dared  not  give  battle  though  it  was  offered  by  his  op- 
ponent, but  faw  himfelf  clofely  purfued,  and  now  experienced  a  reverfc 
of  that  fortune  which  he  had  hitherto  found  fo  favourable. 

At  firft,  his  fon  Archagathus  and  principally  the  fubordinate  general 
Eumachus,  who  had  conquered  many  towns  and  countries,  were  every 
where  fuccefsful :  but,  when  the  Carthaginians  fent  thirty  thoufand 
men  againft  their  foe,  Archagathus  having  divided  his  army  into  three 
parts,  -ffifchrion  a  Syracufian  leader  was  defeated  by  Hanno  with  four 
thoufand  men  :  and  of  eight  thoufand  foot  and  eight  hundred  horfe, 
that  were  commanded  by  Eumachus,  after  a  victory  gained  over  him 
by  Himilco,  only  thirty  foot  and  forty  horfe  efcaped.  Archagathus 
retreated  to  Tynes  ;  in  which  place  he  was  fhut  up  by  Himilco,  and 
Atarbas,  or  Adherbal,  and  began  to  feel  famine. 

Agathocles  heard  of  the  dangerous  ftate  of  his  African  affairs,  at  the 
time  that  he  was  prefTed  by  the  continually  increafing  power  of  Dino* 
crates  in  Sicily ;  and,  refigning  the  command  of  his  army  to  Leptines, 
he  watched  for  a  favourable  opportunity  of  failing  to  Africa :  ibr  there 
was  a  fleet  of  thirty  Carthaginian  Ihips  that  ftood  oflF  Syracufe.  •  In  a 
fortunate  moment,  eighteen  veflfels  fent  by  the  Tyrrheni  arrived  to 
his  aid,  and  ran  into  port  by  night.  Agathocles  planned  a  ftratagem 
with  the  Tyrrheni,  f^led  with  fcventeen  (hips  into  the  open  fea,  and, 
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while  he  was  purfued  by  the  Carthaginians,  the  Tyrrheni  left  the  har- 
bour. Agathocles  then  turned  upon  his  enemy ;  and  the  Carthagi- 
nians,  finding  therafelves  between  two  fleets,  were  defeated ;  and  loft 
five  of  their  veffels,  with  the  men  they  contained.  Their  general  flew 
himfelfat  the. moment  that  his  fliip,  though  it  efcaped,  was  in  im- 
minent danger  of  being  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Leptines,  at  the  command  of  Agathocles,  marched  againft  Agrigei^ 
turn,  where  he  gained  a  viftory  over  Xenodocus ;  and  Agothocle^, 
after  his  viflory  over  the  Carthaginians,  being  lord  of  the  fea,  could 
now  fend  provifions  for  his  troops  in  Africa. 

Before  he  departed  in  perfon,  he  facrificed  to  the  Gods  for  his  vic- 
tory ;  and  frequently  invited  the  principal  citizens  of  Syracufe  to  ban- 
quets. As  he  was  naturally  witty  and  jocular,  he  was  on  occafions 
like  thefe  exceedingly  focial.  By  fuch  means  he  won  the  good-will 
of  many,  and  founded  the  opinions  of  many  more,  whofe  hearts  were 
opened  by  wine.  After  he  had  in  this  manner  proved  the  fentimenta 
of  a  great  number,  he  invited  five  hundred  of  the  principal  peopk 
aipong  them,  caufed  them  all  to  be  maflacred  at  his  table,  and  then  fet 
iajl  for  Africa. 

]EIere  lie  found  his  army  in  a  melancholy  condition ;  and,  it  appeas- 
ing to  him  neceflary  very  foon  to  give  battle,  he  was  overcome  with 
the  lofs  of  three  thoufand  men.  On  the  following  night,  when  the 
Carthaginians  were  facrificing  the  moft  beautiful  of  their  prifoners  to 
the  Gods,  a  fire  broke  out  in  their  camp  j  and  with  the  fire  diforden 
Many  were  confumed  by  the  flames;  and  the  confufion  was  become 
general  when  five  thoulknd  African  foldiers,  from  the  army  of  Ag^ 
diocles,  intending  to  go  over  to  the  Carthaginians,  were  by  them  mis- 
taken for  enemies.  Unprepared  and  difordered,  they  all  took  to  flight. 
Many  miftook  their  friends  for  foes ;  and  the  miftake  being  mutual 
they  mutually  killed  each  other.  The  defcrters, ,  terrified  by  fire  an^ 
the  cries  they  heard,  marched  back;  and  the  army  of  Agathocles,  ima* 

gining 
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glning  itfelf  attacked  by  the  Carthaginians,  was  thrown  into  the  fame 
blind  confufion  that  had  firft  occurred  in  the  army  of  the  Barbarians  ; 
and  four  thoufand  men  were  in  this  manner  flain. 

All  the  Africans  now  revolted  from  Agathocles ;  who  ferioufly  be- 
gan to  confider  how  he  could  quit  the  country :  but  he  was  in  want  of 
ihips,  the  Carthaginians  were  lords  at  fea,  and  he  knew  they  would 
not  make  peace  with  him,  but  that  they  would  endeavour  to  terrify 
others  by  his  example  from  fuch  an  enterprife  in  future.  He  therefore 
determined  to  take  his  youngeft  fon,  Heraclides,  and  a  chofen  troop, 
and  fecretly  fail  to  Sicily  :  thus  treacheroufly  leaving  Archagathus  and 
the  army  behind.  Among  other  motives,  he  was  induced  to  this  by 
the  dread  that  his  eldeft  fon,whom  as  it  appears  he  juftly  fufpe£ted  of  a 
forbidden  intercourfe  with  his  ftepmother,  would  join  with  her  in 
fome' plot  that  would  bring  him  into  danger.  Cicero  tells  us*  that 
the  elder  Dionyfius  made  his  daughters  fhave  him,  becaufe  he  durft  not 
truft  a  bather  :  nay  that  he  eveii  miftrufted  them,  took  the  razor  from 
them,  and  taught  them  the  art  of  fingeing  away  his  beard,  as  it  grew, 
with  hot  walnut  (hells.  Agathocles  could  truft  neither  wife  nor  fon  ; 
and  the  latter,  remarking  his  father's  intention  f,  publicly  declared  it 
to  the  generals,  the  generals  to  the  foldiers,  and  the  tyrant  was  feized 
and  bound. 

Meanwhile  a  rumour  was  fpread  that  the  enemy  was  approaching : 
the  foldiers  in  diforder  left  the  camp,  and  the  guards  of  Agathocles 
marched  out  with  their  prifoner;  .  The  fight  of  him  infpired  fome  of 
the  people  with  compaffion,  they  fet  him  at  liberty,  he  got  on  board  a 
boat  by  night,  and  thus  left  the  army  with  his  two  fons  ;  who  were 
both  put  to  death  by  the  foldiers. 

Six  leaders  were  then  cliofen,  and  a  peace  was  concluded  with  the 
Carthaginians  :  the  conditions  of  which  were  that  the  conquered  towns 
fliould  be  returned  to  them,  but  that  thirty  talents  fliould  be  given  to 

•  TttfcuL  r.  20.  +Diod.  lib.  xx. 
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the  Sicilians,  who  fliould  be  taken  to  Solus  in  the  Sicilian  province  of 
Carthage :  thoie  excepted  who  fhould  be  inclined  to  enter  the  Cartha- 
ginian fervice.  Thde  coaditions  w«re  obferved  to  thofe  who  kept 
their  word :  but  others,  who  expected  aid  from  Agathocles,  endea* 
Touring  to  keep  poffeffion  of  the  towns,  were  obliged  to  furrendec, 
their  general  was  crucified,  and  they  were  condemned  in  fetters  to  till 
thofe  lands  that  they  before  had  wafted. 

Agathodes  having  arrived  in  Sicily,  he  aflcmbled  an  armed  force, 
and  marched  to  Egefta ;  a  town  with  which  he  was  in  alliance ;  where 
lie  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  give  him  the  greateft  part  of  their  money. 
This  excited  loud  murmurs ;  and  he  caufed  the  pooreft  citizens  to  be 
driven  out  of  the  town  to  the  river  Scamandros,  where  they  perifhed. 
The  rich  and  the  principal  people,  men  and  women,  he  tortyrod  in  a 
variety  of  manners ;  fome  of  which  were  of  his  own  invention.  He 
took  a  particular  pleafure  in  placing  tiles  upon  the  bodies  of  pregnant 
women,  fo  as  to  crufti  the  fruit  of  their  womb.  Inftead  of  the  brazen 
bull  of  Phalaris,  he  invented  an  iron  bed  which  was  lioUowed  in  the 
form  of  a  man.  Each  member  was  imprifoned  by  a  bolt;  and  fire 
was  then  placed  under  the  bed.  Thus  he  exceeded  the  ingenuity  of 
Phalaris :  for,  by  this  means,  he  could  contemplate  the  counteoance 
and  pangs  of  the  tortured. 

When  he  heard  of  the  murder  of  his  fons,  being  unable  to  revenge 
bimfelf  on  the  perfons  of  the  murderers,  he  fent  fome  of  his  adherents 
to  his  brother  Antandrus  in  Syracufe  ;  with  a  command  to  put  all  thofe 
to  death  who  were  any  way  akin  to  the  men  who  had  made  the  cam- 
paign in  Africa.  This  order  was  executed  by  Antandrus  to  its  utmoft 
extent :  not  only  fons,  brothers,  and  fathers,  but  grandfathers,  children 
in  arms,  women,  all  who  were  in  the  moftdiftant  degree  related  either 
by  blood  or  by  marriage  with  any  of  the  warriors  of  Africa,  were  mur- 
dered on  the  fea  fhore.  Nor  did  any  one  dare  to  bury  the  bodies, 
terrified  left  they  fliould  excite  the  rage  of  the  monfter* 

Agathocles 
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Agathocles  continued  to  marcU  from  towa  to  town,  fortifying  and 
extorting  money  from  each,  till  his  general,  Pafiphilus,  revolted  from, 
bim,  and  went  over  to  Dinocrates. 

And  now  the  courage  of  the  tyrant  was  fo  funk  that  he  propofed  tot 
make  peace  with  Dinocrates :  offering  that  the  latter  fliould  return  to. 
Syracufe,  which  city  Ihould  be  free,  and  only  demanding  for  himfelf 
Tberma^  or  Termini,  and  Cepbdadtum^  or  Cefalu,  with  their  terri- 
tories *• 

The  tyrant  was  now  fo  enfeebled  that  Dinocrates  refufed  thefe  con- 
ditions. Diodorus  fays  he  thirfted  after  the  fovereignty  of  Syracufe,^ 
and  felt  himfelf  ftrong  :  bring  at  the  head  of  twenty  tkoufand.  foot^ 
and  three  thoufand  horfe. 

Agathocles  made  peace  with  the  Carthaginians,  who  received  back 
all  their  towns  and  gave  him  three  hundred  talents,  and  two  hundred 
thoufand  meafures  of  wheat..  • 

At  the  head  of  five  thoufand  foot  and  eight  hundred  horfe,  he 
attacked  Dinocrates  \  whofe  numbers  were  what  I  have  before  ftated  : 
but  as  fome  thoufands  deferted  from  him  to  Agathocles  during  the 
battle,  it  was  won  by  the  latter. 

A  part  of  the  beaten  army,  having  retired  to  a  hill,  came  to  a  treaty 
with  the  tyrant :  but,  as  fooa  as  they  had  laid  down  their  arms,  thejr 
were  all  furrounded  and  maffacred.  According  to  fome  four  thoufand,, 
and  according  to  Timaeus  feven  thoufand,  perifhed  in  this  manner. 
The  remaining  fugitives  he  received  in  his  army,  and  even  reconciled 
himfelf  to  Dinocrates ;,  who,  till  the  hour  of  his  death,  a  fpace  of  fix- 
teen  years^  was  entrufted  by  him  in  the  weightieft  affairs..     That  Dino- 

*  Diodorus  fays  TBermay  without  diftinguiftiing  which,  7herm<!e Himerenfes  is  the  pre- 
fcnt  Termim.  Tb^nna  Hyd^ita  ( warm,  waterj  is  Sciacca ;  and  this  was  the  native  place 
of  Agathocles*  But  Termini  and  Cefalu  are  only  half  a  day's  journey  from  each, 
other ;  and  the  land)B  of  thefe  towns  joined  :  fo  that  there  can  be  no  douht  which  Therma 
Diodorus  meant.  Probably  Xgathoclee  chofe  thefe  towns  that  he  might  be  able  to 
attack  the  neighbouring  territories  of  Carthage.  Add  to  which,  Cefalu  was  ftrong^, 
iiay  even  unconqucrablCjt  fco«i  its  fituation,,  aad  had  a  good,  haven. 
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crates  could  confide  in,  or  could  gain  the  confidence  of  the  tyrant.  Is  a 
riddle  which  hiftoiy  has  not  expounded.  Pafiphilus,  who  was  feized 
and  ftrangled  by  Dinocrates,  was  the  firft  facrifice  to  this  alliance. 

Agathocles  failed  to  the  Lipari  iflands  ;  from  which,  without  the 
fmalleft  pretext,  he  extorted  fifty  talents.  He  obliged  the  inhabitants 
to  give  him  the  money  which  was  preferved  in  their  Prytaneum^  and 
confecrated  partly  to  Vulcan  and  partly  to  -^olus.  Eleven  of  the  fhips 
that  contained  the  plunder  foundered,  on  their  paflage  ;  and  the  people 
were  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  which  probably  the  fidlion  of  Homer 
had  infpired,  that  iEolus  ruled  the  winds. 

As  the  twentieth  book  of  Diodorus  is  the  laft  which  is  complete, 
and  as  only  fome  imperfed  remains  of  the  following  books  are  extant, 
little  is  known  of  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Agathocles.  He  had 
it  in  contemplation  a  fecond  time  to  attack  Carthage,  when  he  deter* 
mined  to  name  his  fon  Agathocles  as  his  fucceflbr  *.  He  therefore 
fent  him  to  the  country  of  ^tna,  with  letters  to  his  nephew,  Archa« 
gathus,  fon  of  the  Archagathus  who  fell  in  Africa,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  the  army,  ordering  him  to  refign  the  command  of  the  anny 
and  the  fleet. 

Archagathus,  having  made  his  uncle  drunk,  canfed  him  to  be  mur- 
dered ;  and  at  the  fame  time  wrote  to  one  Menon  to  put  his  grandfa- 
ther to  death.  This  Menon  had  been  brought  from  Egefta,  by  Aga- 
thocles ;  and  had  obtained  great  promotion,  becauie  of  his  beautifiil 
form :  but  he  nurtured  the  deepeft  refentment  in  his  heart,  againft  the 
tyrant,  for  the  cruelty  he  had  exercifcd  in  Egefta  j  and  killed  him  by 
the  means  of  a  poifoned  toothpick.- 

Thus  was  Sicily  delivered  from  this  defpot ;  who  had  reigned 
twenty-eight  years,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  feventy-two.  He  died  in 
the  fourth  year  of  the  i22d  Olympiad,  287  years  before  the  birth  of 
Chrift  ;  murdered,  at  the  inftigation  of  his  grandfon,  by  the  hand  of 
his  favourite. 

*  Diod,  'Exf^oyai,  vol.  ix.  p.  49i.ed.  Wcff 
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.  Klenon  put  Archagithus  to  death  b^  artifice,  gained  over  the  army, 
and  endeavoured  to  feize  the  government  The  Syracufians  fent  Icetes 
agftinft  him,  the  Strategtis  whom  they  had  chofen:  but,  Menoti  being 
^vpur^  by  the  Carthaginians,  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  con- 
clude a  peace,  give  the  Carthaginians  four  hundred  hoftages,  and  to 
fe^eiye  the  fugitives.  The  foreign  mercenaries  afterward  occafioned 
a  tumult,  becaufe  they  were  not  held  capable  of  enjoying  the  dignities 
of  the  republic ;  and  at  length  it  was  agreed  that  they  fhould  be  per- 
mitted to  fell  their  efieds,  and  depart  from  Sicily*  Thefe  wanderers 
were  kindly  received  by  the  people  of  Meffina,  whom  they  flaughtered 
during  die  night,  and  feized  on  the  women  and  the  city  *.  They 
were  Campania  and  called  themfelves  Mamcrtini ;  after  Mars,  the  god 
of  war,  whpfe  name  among  the  Carthaginians  was  Mamers. 

Not  fuffered  to  enjoy  themfelves  in  undiilurbed  repofe,  the  Syra- 
cufians were  haraffed  by  Carthage,  and  fent  ambaffadors  to  Pyrrhus  f , 
the  King  of  Epirus  ;  who  had  marched  to  aid  Tarentum  againft  the 
Romans,  and  who,  after  two  fplendid  but  bloody  vidlories,  fufiered  a 
defeat,  and  was  intending  to  return;  when  two  different  projects  ex- 
cited the  enterpridng  ambition  of  this  conqueror.  He  learned  from 
Greece  that  Ptolemy,  furnamed  Ceraunus,  had  fallen  in  a  battle  againft 
the  Gauls  j  who  had  overrun  Macedonia  and  lllyria  :  and  the  hope  that* 
he  might  feat  himfelf  on  the  throne  of  the  man  whom  he  imitated, 
and  to  whom  he  was  related,  the  great  Alexander,  was  flattering. 

On  the  other  part,  he  had  long  defired  the  conqueft  of  Sicily.  He 
might  indeed  very  probably  be  received  as  the  fucceflbr  of  Agathocles, 
in  Syracufe  j  for  he  had  married  his  daughter,  Lanafla .  though  Ihe 
had  defcrted  him,  for  Demetrius  Poliorcetes.  Pyrrhus  had  already 
conceived  his  campaign  in  Italy  when  he  was  warned  by  Cineas,  his 
fage  counfcllor  and  friend,  of  the  power  of  the  Romans  ;  who  were  a 
warlike  people,  and  who  governed  many  armed  nations.     "  Should 

*  Dioi  *Em?^7m^  vol.ii.p.  493.  t  P'^^*  Life  of  Pyrrhus. 

Vol.  II.  3  E  « fome 


394  tRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STdLBEIlG. 

"  fome  god/'  faid  he,  "  affift  us  to  conquer  thefe  Romans,  of  what 
•*  advantage  will  thi$  victory  fee? 

**  Of  what  advantage,  Qneae  I  None  of  the  Barbarian  towns,  nor  any 
^  of  the  Greek  cities  in  Italy,  would  then  be  able  to  refill  U6»  We 
•'  fhould  be  in  poffeffion  of  all  Italy  !" 

"  And  what,"  after  a  fhort  paufe  faid  Cineas,  "  fhall  we  do,  when 
**  we  have  conquered  Italy  ?" 

Not  remarking  to  what  the  queftions  of  Cineas  led,  Pyrrhus  replied, 
•*  Sicily,  that  fortunate  and  populous  ifland,  will  reach  out  her  hand 
^*  an  eafy  conqueft  !  Since  the  death  of  Agathocles,  every  thing  there 
"  has  been  in  confufion  ;  fubjeded  to  the  anarchy  and  phrenfy  cf  the 
♦*  demagogues." 

"  So  be  it ;"  faid  Cineas.  "  Is  Sicily  then  to  be  the  end  of  our  ca- 
reer?" 

•*  The  Gods  having  granted  us  this  fuccefs,  the  field  will  be  open 
•*  for  greater  conquefts.  Libya  and  Carthage  would  lie  within  our 
^  grafp.  After  fecrctly  departing  from  Syracufe  and  efcaping  with  a 
"  few  {hip5,  were  they  not  fubdued  by  Agathocles  and  his  handful  t)f 
"  men  ?  And,  having  conquered  thefe,  who  will  then  affirm  that  any 
*^  one  of  the  enemies,  by  whom  we  are  now  defied,  will  dare  to  oSbr 
«  refiftance  ?'' 

"  I  grant  you,  none." 

"  It  is  evident  we  fliall  then  reconquer  Macedonia  *  j  and,  thus 
"  ftrengthened,  fhall  be  fecured  in  the  poffeffion  of  all  Greece." 

"  Well !  Suppofe  all  this  performed :  what  fhall  we  do  then  ?" 

Pyrrhus  laughing  anfwered — ^**  Then,  my  dear  Cineas,  we  will  live 
*^  at  our  eafe,  will  banquet  and  enjoy  ourfelves  in  pleafant  cony^rfa* 
••  tion." 

"  And  what,"  faid  Cineas,  "  prevents  us  now,  oh  King !  if  we  defire 

*  Pyrrhus  had  conquered  Macedonia,  and  loft  it  again  j  after  having  been  declared 
King  of  that  country.     Flut.  Life  of  Pyrrhus. 
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^  it,  from  banqueting,  converfid^,  and  living  at  our  eafc  ?  now,  that  we 
•*  have  the  power?  Why  go  in  qucft  of  that  which  we  have,  at  th^ 
^^  expence  ^  fo  much  labour,  danger,  and  blood  V^ 

Having  conceived  the  plan  of  quitting  Italy,  Pyrrhus  preferred  ac- 
cepting the  invitation  of  Syracufe  to  the  recovery  of  Macedon.  With 
Syracufe,  the  Agrigentini  and  Leontini  offered  themfelves  j  if  he  would 
deliijcerthe  ifland  from  the  Carthaginians  and  tyrants*  Accordingly, 
lie  left  agarcifon  ia  Tarentum  and  failed  to  Sicily,  vfith  thirty  thoufand 
foot,  and  two  thoufand  five  hundred  horfe. 

He  was  fhortly  in  poffeflion  of  the  Sicilian  territories  of  Carthage  j 
cfter  he  had  firft  mounted  the  walls  in  perfon,  and  conquered  the  for« 
treia  ci  Eryx.  To  the  Carthaginians  who  demanded  peace,  he  Mr 
fwered  it  fhould  be  granted,  on  condition  that  the  Libyan  fea  (hould 
T)e  their  limits  :  and  he  humbled  the  Mamertini ;  who  from  Meffioa 
attacked  the  Greek  towns,  and  obliged  fome  of  them  to  pay  tribute. 

Softratus  and  Thoenon,  the  chiefs  of  the  Syracufians  who  had  ini^te^ 
him  to  Sicily,  opened  the  city  gates  to  him,  and  powerfully  favoured 
atl  his  meafures :  but  he  was  fufpicious  of  them,  arid  had  no  inclinatioa 
either  to  take  them  with  him  or  to  leave  them  behind  at  Syracufe, 
Softmtus  remarked  his  fufpicion  and  deferted  him ;  and  he  accufed 
Tho^n  of  a  Secret  underllanding  with  SoftratuSi  and  put  him  tf> 
jdoath*  ThisOccafioned  him  to  be  hated  by  the  town? ;  fome  of  whioh 
allied  themfelves  with  the  Carthaginians,  and  others  alfked  aid  of  thp 
Mamertini :  fo  that  the  letters  from  the  Samnites  and  the  people  <3i^ 
Tarentum,  prfeffing  him  to  bring  them  aid  againft  the  Ronuins,  were 
highly  \>i^come  to  Pyrrhu^.  He  feized  this  pp^portiwuty,  failed  back 
with  his  troops,  and,  calling  a  look  toward  the  >fland,  exclaMftf  d  to 
thMe  ^tonnd  hi{9»  ^'  Whan  a  the«tre<]f  war  have  yr^  left,  for  jthe  ^ar- 
^  thaginians  and  the  Romans  !" 

His  predidion  was  fulfilled  :  thefe  people  fought  in  Sicily  for  the 

pofleflioxi  of  the  iflaad,.an.d  with  it  £br  the  fovereignty  of  the  world. 

The  occafion  was  as  follows. 

3  E  2  The 
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'  The  Campanian  foldiers,  who  had  pofleflfed  themfetves  of  Meffina 
hy  treachery  and  murder  *,  made  other  towns  tributary,  molefted  both 
the  Syracufian  lands  and  the  SiciKan  territories  of  Carthage,  and  found 
allies  in  four  thoufand  Roman  foldiers  that  had  been  fent  by  Rome  to 
Rhegium,  at  the  requeft  of  the  inhabitants  as  a  garrifon,  when  Pyrrhut 
came  to  Italy.  At  firft,  thele  foldiera  had  obfenred  their  duty:  but, 
tempted  by  the  fituation  and  profperity  of  Rhegium,  and  excked  by 
the  example  of  the  Campani,  they  thiriled  to  polTcfs  it,  drove  out 
fome  of  the  inhabitants,  mafiacred  others,  and  made  themfdves  lords 
of  thecity. 

At  this  time  the  Romans  were  fo  bufily  employed,  with  their  ene^ 
-HAes,  that  they  could  not  notice  the  crime :  but,  as  foon.  as  they  liada 
tnomerit^s  leifure,  they  fent  an  army  againft  thefe  infurgents;  the 
greater  part  of  whom,  knowing  the  fate  that  awaited  them,  fell  fwocd 
in  hand.  Three  hundred  of  them  were  taken,  fent  to  Rome,  fcourgedt 
and  decapitated  ;  and  the  citizens  of  Rhegium  were  agam  put  in  poiV 
feilion  of  their  town,  and  its^  territories. 

A  fhort  time  previous  to  this  eveftt  an  army  of  Syracufians,  tfea: 
lay  before  Morgentium  f ,  diffatisfied  with  the  people  who  governed 
in  Syracufe,  had  chofen  Artemidorus  and  Hiero  as  their  chiefs*.  Hiero 
was  yet  very  young ;  but  had  already  fliewn  eminent  qualities,  and 
was  likewife  defcended  from  the  family  of  the  great  Gela  By  the 
aid  of  fome  friends,  he  fucceeded  in  overpowering  Syracufe  and  his 
opponents,  and  ufed  his  good  fortune  in  fo  gentle  and  dignified  a 
manner  that,  though  the  Syracufians  could  not  but  be  difpleafed  at  the 
audacity  of  the  foldiers,  they  were  ftiU  induced  to  approve  their  choice 
and  elea  Hiero  to  the  oflSce  of  Strategus* 
-    Acquainted  with  the  verfiitility  of  the  Syracufians,  and  knowing 

•  Polyb.  L  1.  - 

+  'At  iyyofuti  rm  IvfOMwimj  lmx^et(rai  Wfarwgivrri  woXr»,  JMi.%arfi0iMraf  wegLrm  Mof^ 
yfliyTivw.— So  we  ought  to  read,  widi  Cafaubon ;  inftcad  of  Migycmv,  a  name  no  where 
tobefoundinSicil;^  .     . 

their 
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-fheir  piyopenixtf  to  excite  6oifrtwJtioH3  whenever tha  Strat^gi  were  m 
the  field  with  the  arnotjr^  he  eiM^vpurred  to  ftreDgthcn  the.  refpeft  ia 
.which;  i he  was  hdd  by  marriage  j  md  tpok,fto.  wife  the  daughter  oF 
Leptities,  a  txHn  vfehofe  pdwor  and  good. qualicres^  acquired  him  confulcr 
ration. 

The  tumultuous  and  deprcmsd  \mannera  of  th^  .mercenaries  he 
thought  lefs  to  be  trdfted'ithtolhis.  fiBUowj  citbsefts.theiBjfelves}  *an4> 
under  the  pretext  of  mavcfaing  againft  the  Matnfsrjtim,  he  led  out  hi^ 
army  and  attac&ied  the  enemy  near  .Cfento.ripa  j  a  town  at  the  foot  of 
-Mount  ^toa«  When,  advancing  ta  battle^  he  came  to  the  river 
Kyamoforus^  according  to  Quverius  the  Jaretta^  he  halted  with  the 
Syracttfians,  as  if  fae^iheant.te  a^tacl;  on  anpther  fide^.facrificed  the 
fbangers  to  the  ftv'ordof  the  M^Jinettinii  aiud  led;  his  native  troops  bacjc 
to  Syracufe*  This  ad3:ion^  which  by  fome.  who  know  bow  to  feparate 
the  idea  of  the  ufeful  fromthe  idea  of  the  good,  may  be  called  a  ftroke 
of  policy,  to  me  appears  aa  mdelibU  fta^i  in  the  otherwife  admirab^ 
life  of  Hiero  *.  -     , 

Soon  afterward,  he  marched  ojioe  caoi^  againft  the  enemy;  whom 
he  defeated,  near  the  river  Longanub :  Fiume  di  Cq/iro  ReaU :  in  the 
territory  of  Mylae  ov  Mslazzo^  took  the  general  prifoner,  and  after  his; 
return  to  Syracufe  was.  prpiclaimed  King. 

.  After  the  deftruff^lo^  of  their  friends  in  Rhegium  and  their  own  de- 
feat, the  Mamertini  Of  Mefllnii  found  themfelves  in  the  utmoil  diftreis,. 
and  looked  round  in  fearch  of  foreign  aid^     One  party  called  on  the 

♦  Cicero  beautifully  fays  :  jiliuJ  utile  interdum,  aliud  honejlum  videri  foteU  Fal/o!  natm 
tadem  utiliiaiisj  qua  hohejlatis  eft  regulaJ '  ' ^i  hoc  ffon  pef^m^  ab  hoc  nulla  fr ems  alerity 
nultUmf acinus.  Sic  emm  eogi/fam:  '^^  Mfi  iftue  quUcm  h&a^umy  verum  hoc  ip^dity^  \res  a 
natura  copulatas  audebit  error e  divelUres  V^ifins  ejifraudiumy  tnaleficiorumyjcelerum  omnium^' 
On  fome  occafions^  one  thing  appears  to  be  ufeful ;  another  juft.  'Tis  a  miftake. 
The  ufeful  and  the  juft  areinfeparable  y  and  whoeyer  is  not  convinced  of  this  truth  may* 
be  guilty  of  every  fraud,  an^  every  crime.  While  he  things  to  himfelf.  This  Ts  juft,  but 
'  this  18  expedient,  things  conne^edi&hatute  he^vriU  disjoin :  which  is  the  iburce  of  evill 
4ceds>  deceit,  and  all  villainy.  .         , 

Carthaginians,, 
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Carthaginians,  to  whom  they  furrendcred  the  ehscdel  j  larid  another,  apw 
pealed  to  the  Ronvans,  and  oflbred^them^heicity; 

The  Romans,  who  Mrere  defirdus  cf  giving  f^veiy  ltd  of  depredation 
the  air  of  an  a£t  of  juftice,  were  greatly  embi^rafled#  .  They  felt  how 
unworthy  it  would  be,  after  they  had  puniflied  their  own  citize&s  af 
"Rhegium  for  th«  very  crime  comtmttad  By  tibet  Caai|)dni  at  Meffina, 
4o  aid  and  proted  fb^  crtmiuals.  Dot  thfey,  Kkewlfe  with  j^aloufy 
1>eheld  the  Carthaginians  ruling  over  rmany  of  the  tribes  of  Spain, 
Sardinia,  Corfica,  aiid  a  part  rf  Sicily ;  ycad  were  Well  aware  that  the 
pofIe£Bon  of  Meflinra  would  ferve  t^e  Africans  as>a4)ridge,  for  theiava* 
iion  of  Italy. 

The  Senate  weighed  the  advatttage,  <#efghad  die  Ji%r«e,  and  re- 
tttained  undetermined :  glad  no  doubt  td  'leitvi  the  decifiofi  to. the 
people,  and  forefeeing  that  they  would  !»  their  eyes  nciore  on  the 
advantage  to  be  gained  than  the  injuftice  to  be  committed  One  df 
the  confub,  Appius  Claudius,  Was  imt  muh  an  army  ojcrofs  the  ftrait, 
took  poffeffion  of  Meffina,  and  foon  conquered  the  citadel ;  thoug^i  it 
was  garrifoned  by  the  CarthaginiMs.  'AtquainteU  with  the  (fbperior 
power  of  the  enemy  by  land  and  fea^  and  deiirous  to  avert  a  dangerous 
fiege,  he  fent  ambafladors  both  to  ^rthftge  and  to  Syracufe ;  requiring 
peace  for  tlje  Mamertini.  Being  t^fufed,  he  firft  ventured  a  battle 
agalnft  the  Syracufiand,  then  againft^he  Cartbagimane,  was  the  vi^Sor 
in  hoth,  obliged  the  enemy  to^mife  the  fi^e,  and  ddblatcd  thecoutidy 
of  the  Syracufians  and  their  ^Hies*^ 

Thefe  fortunate  events  induced  the  Romans  in  the  following  year 
to  fend  the  two  confula,  0£tacilius  and  Valerius,  with  four  legions  and 
the  troops  of  their  Italian  allies  to  Sicily  •;  where  moft  of  the  towns  of 
^e  Gatfhaginians  and  Syracufians  revoked* 

fiiero  balanced  the  dread  of  the  Greeks '  of  Sicfly  agahift  the  hopes 
which  might  be  placed  in  the  Romans  5  and  it  appeSired  more  reafon- 
aWe  to  qoofide  in  Rome  than  in  Carthage  :  he  theVefoce  determined  to 

*  Polyb.  1.  i.  eip.  xh  and  xii. 
1  make 
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make  an  alliance  with  the  former.     The.  propofal  was  highly  welcome  . 
to  the  Romans:  efp^dally  as  they  begim  to  fear  the  want  of  provi-. 
fiong  i  the  ieecs  of  Carthiige  bcmg  ibyereigns  of  the  fea.     The  condi- 
tions of  tKis'ailiance  wece  that  Hiero  ihould  furrender  the  prifoners, 
and  pay  a  ^faundred  talents  in  filTev  tQXhA  Romans ;  and  that  he  (houid 
Ukewife  fupply  them,  with  occeflariQa  in  tie*  war* 

From  this  time,  Polybius  tells  na,  Hieco  gpveraed  Syracufe  in  fafety; 
and)  anxi<ms  to  win  the  gkiJland.cxf  praife  in  Greece,  gave  public  proof 
t&at  It  had  Idi^  bacii  his  aipbttion  to  empower  himfelf  and  his  coun- 
try to  engoy  the  frnitl  of  hk  w&fdbm  \ 

The  Carthaginians  madie  Agrigibntum  their  plajoe  of  arms :  but  this 
city,  aftW  a  Tigcffoos  defence^  furrcndered  to  the  Roman  Confuls  f . 

The  hopes  of  the  Romans  were  great,  and  no  lefs  great  was  the 
tiiought  they  coaicreived  :«a  thought  that  might  have  been  called  mad- 
nefs,  had  it  not  beea  crowned'wkh  fucccfs.  Nor  was  this  fuccefs  the 
work  of  chance,,  but  of  that  contemplative  daring  w^hich  charafterized 
them  above  all  nations,  and  led  them  to  adcomplifli  neither  lefs  nor 
more  than  what'  they  undertook :  while,  enflamed  by  courage  and 
ihfpired  by  political  genius^  they  ft rided  from  height  to  height ;  nor 
feared,  nor  fufiered  from,  the  precipice  beneath. 

Utterly  ignorlant  as  they  were  in  maritime  affairs,  they  determined 
to  deprive  the  CarthaguMns  of  their  fovereignty  by  fea :  as  well  to 
rob  them  of  the  advantage  of  threatening  Sicily  and  Italy,  with  their 
fleets,  as  to  be  able  themfelves  to  bear  fire  and  fword  into  the  hitherto 
fafely  protefted  Africa.  The  veffels  by  which  their  army  had  been- 
tranfported  over  the  ftraits  had  been. obtained  of  the  Greek  towns  of 
Italy :  but  they  now  refoLved  to  build  a  fleet  of  their  own,  which 
fhould  not  only  oppofe  but  conqper  maritime  Carthage. 

A  flranded galley  of  the  Carthaginians  ferved  as  a  model  for  the  firfl 
fleet  of  the  Romans ;  who,  while  their  new  fliips  were  building,  exer- 
cifed  their  youth  for  the  intended  marine  fervice.  They  feated  them 
on  benches  on  the  ftrand,  fimilar  to  the  rowers'  benches,  taught  thfem 

•  Cap.  XVI.  f  Cap.  xix. 

to 
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to  bend  their  body  at  the  word  of  command  *,  and  thus  forcxled  them- . 
to  labours  with  which  they  were  previoufly  unacquainted*  . 

Sixty  days  did  not  pafs,  after  the  felling  c^the  timber  ii^asfinifhedy 
before  a  fleet  of  a  hundred  and  fixty  Hiipft  Tode  at  anchor :  Jortfaat,  ac-; 
cording  to  the  expreflion  of  "Fionifi,  it  appeared  as  if  they  had  not  been 
built  by  the  art  of  man  ;  but  that,  as  a  prefent  from  the  Gods,  trees, 
had  been  metamorphofed  into  Ihips  f . 

The  Conful,  Cneius  Cornelius,  who  had  failed  "with  fisventcen  {hips, 
to  provide  for  the  neceffaries  of  the  fleet,  was  fhut  up  by  Boodes^  at 
commander  of  the  Carthaginians^  ifl*  the  haven  of  the  ifland  of  Lipari  J.. 
The  Roman  mariners  efcaped  ;  but  Cornelius  was  made  prifoner  in  a 
treacherous  manner,  when  invited  to  a  conference  with  the.C^rthagi*. 
nians  §  • 

Soon  afterward,  Hannibal,  a  C^haginian  general,  was  in  immi« 
nent  danger  of  being  taken  ;  when,  with  fifty  {hips  ill  order  of  battle^ 
he  attacked  the  Roman  fleet,  near  the  fouth  promontory  of  Italy  ;  and, 
though  he  faved  himfelf,  he  loft  moft  of.  his  veflfels  ||. 

As  foon  as  the  misfortune  that  had  befallen  the  Gohful  Cornelius 
was  known  by  the  officers  on  board  the  Roman  fleet,  they  fent  to  the 
•other  Conful,  Caius  Duilius,  who  commanded  the  land  forces  ;  and  he 
took  upon  him  the  command  at  fea,  and  gave  battle  to  the  Carthagi- 
Tiians  before  Myla ;  the  prefent  Milaz:&9y  on  the  north  fhore  of  Sicily, 
half  a  day^s  journey  from  Meflina. 

Well  knowiTig  they  could  not  equal  the  Carthaginians,  either  in  the 
ilightnefs  of  their  fhips  or  the  expertnefs  of  their  mariners,  the  Romans 
invented  a  means  by  which  they  might  -eafily  board  the  enemy  j  and 
thus  make  victory  tlie  confequencc  rather  of  perfonal  valour  than  of 
maritime  knowledge.  They  raifed  poles,  or  mafts,  on  the  prow  of 
•each  fhip  J  which  tliey  provided  with  corvi :  a  kind  of  grappling 

♦  Hf Of  ra  T«  «EXtvT«  5raf«y/£\MaT«.  The  ancients  were  acctiftomed  to  row  to  the  ftMind 
.  <of  the  flute.    The  flute  player  of  ^  galley  was  called  Tfitipauhns* 

^  Flor.  u.  2.  t  Polyb'  lib-  i-  « i-  5  Flof •  "•  2.  ff  Polyb.  lib.  i.  2 1. 

irons. 
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irons.  Thefe  maftis  they  could  fuddenly  let  dowti  upon  the  (hip  of 
the  enemy,  grapple  it  faft,  and  thus  enable  the  foldiers  to  board. 

The  Carthaginians,  in  a  hundred  and  thirty  fliips,  rowed  contemptu- 
oufly  and  rapidly  to  oppofe  the  Romans  ;  who,  ftrangers  to  the  fea, 
had  dared  to  defy  them  en  their  own  element.  Hannibal  commanded 
on  board  a  galley,  with  feven  benches  of  rowers,  which  had  been  taken 
from  Pyrrhus. 

When  the  Carthaginians  approached  the  Romans,  they  were  afto- 
niihed  at  perceiving  the  unknown  machines :  but,  hdiding  their  enemy 
in  fmall  eftimation,  they  eagerly  began  the  attack.  Their  fliips  how- 
ever were  foon  flopped  in  their  progrefs  by  the  Corvi^  that  defcended 
in  an  inftant  and  held  them  faft :  thus  depriving  the  Carthaginians  of 
the  advantage  they  derived  from  the  quicknefs  of  their  manoeuvres, 
and  preferved  to  the  boarding  Romans  the  fuperiority  which  they 
poflefled  in  the  ufe  of  arms.  Thirty  of  the  Carthaginian  fliips,  among 
which  was  the  fuperb  galley  of  the  commander,  and  their  crews,  were 
taken.     Hannibal  himfelf  efcaped  in  a  boat. 

The  Romans  foon  afterward  relieved  Egcfta :  but  Hamilcar,  being 
informed  of  a  conteft  in  the  Roman  army  between  the  legions  and 
their  Sicilian  allies,  profited  by  the  circumftance ;  and,  as  they  had 
feparated  their  camps,  he  fell  unexpeftedly  upon  the  Sicilians  ;  of  whom 
he  flaughtered  nearly  four  thoufand. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  following  year,  Camarina,  Enna,  and  other 
towns,  were  taken  by  the  Romans. 

Obliged  to  pafs  over  many  circumftances,  I  cannot  omit  to  mention 
the  fea  fight  that  happened  off  the  promontory  of  Ecnomos ;  or  Monte 
di  Licata^  near  the  town  of  Alicata ;  in  which  the  confuls,  M.  Atilius 
Regulus  and  L.  Manlius  Vulfo,  obtained  a  fplendid  viftory  over  Ha- 
milcar and  Hanno,  took  fixty-four  fliips  of  the  Carthaginians  and  their 
crews,  and  funk  more  than  thirty*.  None  of  the  Roman  fliips  wctc 
taken,  but  four-and-twenty  were  funk.     The  confequences  of  this  vie* 

^  Cap.  xxviiL 

Vol.  IL  3  F  tory 
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tory  were  the  carrying  of  the  war  into  Africa  ;  which  country  became 
the  fcene  of  the  vidories  of  the  great  Regulus,  of  his  defeat,  of  his  im* 
prifonment,  and  of  his  voluntary  death. 

I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  Sicily,  except  juft  cafting  a  glance  on  that 
dignified  man  ;  who  lay  five  years  in  fetters  at  Carthage,  and,  when  as 
a  prifoner  conduced  to  Rome  by  their  ambafladors,  who  requefted  an 
exchange  of  prifoners,  w^arned  the  Senate  not  to  grant  this  requeft : 
although  he  knew  the  cruelty  that  awaited  him  from  the  Carthagi- 
nians, who  would  revenge  their  country  and  the  rigorous  zeal  with 
which  he  defended  the  warlike  fame  of  Rome,  by  infliding  on  him  a 
death  of  torture  *. 

Fertur  pudica  conjugis  ofculum^ 
Parvofque  natoSf  ut  capitis  minor^ 

Ah  fe  removijfe^  et  virilem 

Torvus  humipofuijfe  viiltutn: 

Donee  labantes  conftlio  patres 
Firmaret  auEior  nunquam  alias  datOy 

Inierque  mmrentes  amicos 

Egregius  properaret  exuL 
Atquifciehat  quaftbi  barbarus 
Tortor  pararet ;  mn  aliter  tamen' 

Dimovit  objiantes  propinquos^ 

Et  populum  reditus  rnorantem^ 
^amji  cltentum  longa  mgotia 
Dijudicaia  lite  relinqueret^ 

Tendens  Venafranos  in  agroSy 

Aut  Lacedamonium  Tarentum  f . 

HoR.  lib.  iii.  od.  v.  41/ 


♦  Val.  Max.  i.  14,  and  Cic.  Off.  i.  13. 

.  f  At  the  time  of  the  firft  Punic  War,  the  Romans  poflefled  no  diftant  country  houfcs  ; 
neither  in  Vcnafrum,  which  was  in  Campania,  nor  in  the  territory  of  tlic  then  free 
Tarentum  :  though  they  inhabited  thefe  pleafant  countries  in  the  age  of  Horace :  who, 
in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  thought,  appears  to  have  indulged  himfelf  in  an  anachronifm. 

•       •       The 
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The  hero  fpoke  ;  and  from  his  wedded  dame 

And  infant  children  turn'd,  oppreft  with  fliame 

Of  his  fallen  ftatc  ;  their  fond  embrace  repelPd, 
And  fternly  on  the  earth  his  manly  vifage  held 

Till,  by  his  unexampled  counfel  fway'd, 

Their  firm  decree  the  wavering  Senate  made ; 

Then,  while  his  friends  the  tears  of  forrow  flied^ 
Am  id  (I  the  weeping  throng,  the  glorious  exile  fped. 

Nor  did  he  not  the  cruel  tortures  know 
Vengeful,  prepar'd  by  a  barbarian  foe  ; 
Yet,  with  a  countenance  ferenely  gay, 
He  turn'd  afide  the  crowd,  who  fondly  prefs'd  his  (lay  5 

As  if,  when  wearied  by  fome  client's  caufe 
After  the  final  fentence  of  the  laws. 
Cheerful  he  haded  to  fome  calm  retreat. 
To  tafte  the  pure  delights  that  blefs  the  rural  feat. 

Francis. 

Xantippus,  a  Lacedemonian,  who,  as  General  of  the  Carthaginians, 
had  gained  a  vidory  over  Reguliis*,  returned  to  Sparta;  in  order  no 
doubt  to  avoid  that  envy  which  fo  frequently  attends  the  glory  acquired 
by  a  foreigner. 

War  was  continued  with  various  turns  of  fate  ;  and  the  Romans, 
never  greater  than  after  misfortune,  had  fitted  out  a  fleet  which  was 
dreadfully  vifited  by  a  ftorm  on  the  coaft  of  Caraarina  f  :  where,  of 
three  hundered  and  fixty-four  fliips,  no  more  than  eighty  were  faved. 
Within  three  months,  they  built  two  hundred  and  twenty  new  fhips  J  j 
and  fet  fail  with  three  hundred  veflels  to  Panormus^  the  prefent  Pa- 
lermo, and  took  this  city :  which  was  the  chief  of  the  Sicilian  pro- 
vinces of  Carthage. 

During  the  following  year,  they  again  loft  a  hundred  and  fifty  fhips 
in  a  ftorm  :  or  more  probably  through  the  ignorance  of  their  mari- 
ners :  after  which  they  renounced,  for  a  certain  time,  any  enterprife  by 

*  Pol.  lib.  I.  f  Cap.  xxxvii.  \  Cap.  xxxviii. 

.    3  F  2  fea : 
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fea :  fending  none  but  tranfports  with  the  fupplies  intended  for  thenr 
army,  on  the  courage  of  which  they  veryjuftly  depended. 

The  Proconful,  Csecilius  Metellus,  obtained  an  important  vidory 
over  Afdrubal,  or  Hafdrubal,  the  Carthaginian,  in  the  territories  of 
Panormus  :  which  gave  the  Romans  the  greater  pleafure  becaufe  they 
had  taken  the  elephants  that  a  fliort  time  before  had  filled  them  with 
the  utmoft  dread  *. 

In  the  fourteenth  year  of  this  war,  the  Romans  faw  themfelves  ia 
pofleflion  of  the  whole  Carthaginian  territory  in  Sicily  ;  Lilybaeum 
and  Drepanum,  or  Marfalla  arid  Trapani,  excepted  j  and  undertook 
the  fiege  of  the  firft-named  city,  w^hich  was  defended  with  no  lefs  zeal 
by  the  Carthaginians  than  it  was  attacked  by  them :  both  nations  con- 
fidering  the  pofleflion  of  Sicily  as  the  confequence  of  the  capture  of 
Lilybaeum.  Exclufive  of  the  citizens,  this  ftrong  place  was  defended, 
with  valour,  military  fcience,  and  ten  thoufand  foldiers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Himilco.  Hannibal,  another  general  of  the  Carthaginians, 
with  fifty  (hips,  brought  the  befieged  a  reinforcement  of  ten  thoufand 
men,. in  defpite  of  the  Roman  fleet  f  (for  the  Romans  had  not  continued 
firm  in  their  refolution  of  renouncing  the  fea)  which  had  not  dared  ta 
cppofe  him  when  he  entered  the  harbour.  Hannibal  foon  ran  out 
again  by  night,  without  being  remarked  by  the  Romans,  and  failed  to 
Drepanum  ;  on  the  prefervation  of  which  every  thing  depended. 

As  the  Carthaginians  were  extremely  defirous  of  receiving  intelli- 
gence from  Lilybaeum,  a  Rhodian,  who  had  afliimed  the  Punic  name 
of  Hannibal,  undertook  to  fail  in  and  out  of  the  harbour,  in  defiance  of 
the.  Roman  fleet.  The  event  proved  that  his  dependance  on  the  light- 
nefs  of  his  veflel,  and  on  the  maritime  ignorance  of  the  Romans,  was 
wdl  founded  ;  for  he  feveral  times,  unpunifhed,  repeated  this  daring 
^€t :  till  at  laft  he  was  taken  by  the  Romans  X* 

SooQ  afterward,  the  befieged,  profiting  by  a  ftorm  which  had  ihat- 

*  Cap.  xL  and  zK»  f  Cap.  44.  %  Cap.  xlvi.  «nd  xlvii. 

4  tered 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  405 

tercd  and  damaged  the  works  of  the  Romans,  and  taking  the  opportunity 
while  the  wind  continued  to  blow,  fet  fire  to  the  war  machines  ;  the 
greateft  part  of  which  they  burnt,  and  the  Romans  found  themfelves 
obliged  to  renounce  the  hope  of  taking  the  city  by  aflault,  and  to  place 
their  whole  truft  in  preventing  it  from  receiving  provifions  and  fup- 
plies  *. 

The  Romans  fent  a  fleet,  with  ten  thoufand  men,  commanded  by 
the  Conful,  Publius  Clodius,  to  Sicily.  The  Conful  attacked  Atarbas, 
or  Adherbal,  near  Drepanum  j  but  was  beaten,  and  loft  ninety-three 
fliips  f . 

After  the  victory,  Atarbas  fent  Carthalo  with  a  hundred  fhips  to  Li- 
lybasum,  that  he  might  deftroy  the  fleet  of  the  Romans.  During  the 
time  that  he  was  endeavouring  to  execute  this  plan,  Himilco  made  a 
fally  upon  the  Romans,  who  fuftained  great  flaughter ;  and  Carthalo 
in  the  interim  burnt  and  took  a  part  of  the  Roman  veflTels,  and  haftily 
left  the  remainder :  having  received  information  that  a  new  fleet  of  the 
Romans  was  under  fail,  which  it  was  his  intention  to  attack :(: . 

This  Roman  fleet  was  under  the  command  of  the  Conful  Juniua ; 
who  had  remained  for  a  time  at  Syracufe,  and  had  paflTed  the  promon- 
tory oi  Pachynuniy  or  Capo  PaJfarOy  when  he  difcovered  the  approach- 
ing enemy  and  found  himfelf  obliged  to  run  among  the  rocks,  on  the 
fouth  coaft  of  Sicily,  though  at  the  utmoft  hazard,  beyond  the  purfuit 
of  the  Carthaginian. 

Carthalo  caft  anchor  near  a  promontory,  from  which  he  could 
watch  not  only  this  fleet  of  the  Romans  but  another,  that  lay  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river :  by  which  he  was  ftationed  between  the  two  fleets. 

Perceiving  the  figns  of  an  approaching  ftorm,  the  Carthaginian 
paflled  the  promontory  of  Pachynum^  and  gained  the  open  fea  ;  while 
both  the  fleets  of  the  Romans  were  expofed  to  the  tempeft,  and  all 
their  veflTels  entirely  loft  § . 

The  Conful,  Junius,  made  every  efibrt  to  counterad  this  misfortune 

♦  Cap.  xlviii.  f  Ca*p.  a^Hx.  to  li*  X  Cap.  liii.  $  Cap.  liv. 
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by  foiiic  advantage  ;  and  obtained  pofleffion,  through  the  treachery 
of  the  garrifon,  of  the  mountain  Eryx  and  the  town  of  the  fame  name*. 

In  the  eighteenth  year  of  this  war,  Amilcar,  or  Hamilcar,  of  the 
race  of  Bare  as,  the  great  father  of  the  great  Hannibal,  was  appointed 
tlic  General  of  the  Carthaginians.  Amilcar  was  but  young,  whea  he 
obtained  this  dignity  f  :  the  choice  of  the  Senate  therefore,  in  this  in- 
itancc,  did  the  greater  honour  to  Carthage. 

After  having  vifited  thefouth  coaft  of  Italy,  he  landed  with  a  fleet  on 
the  territory  of  Panormus  ;  where  he  took  pofleffion  of  the  mountain 
EirB\i^  or  Monte  Pcllcgrhio^  near  Palermo.  Steep  on  all  fides,  large, 
abundant,  unmolcfted  by  venomous  reptiles,  flat  on  the  top,  and  there* 
fore  favourable  for  the  purpofe,  Hamilcar  here  built  as  well  toward  the 
lea  as  the  land;  with  which  the  mountain  was  connedled  by  a  kind  of 
narrow  cape,  which  as  a  pafs  was  eafy  of  defence.  It  appeared  by  nature 
to  be  deftined  not  only  as  a  fortrefs  but  a  watch  tower,  that  overlooked 
land  and  fea  to  a  great  difl:ance.  Add  to  which,  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
afforded  a  bay,  which  was  a  convenient  harbour  for  the  fhips  of  the 
Carthaginians. 

On  this  mountain  Amilcar  fixed  his  camp  ;  and,  furrounded  by  foes, 
unable  to  congratulate  himfelf  on  the  aid  of  any  allied  town,  from  this 
place  he  attacked  the  Romans  by  land  and  fea  ;  although  they  were  in 
poflTeflion  of  the  whole  ifland.  He  even  ventured  to  quit  this  ftrong 
hold,  and  fail  far  enough  wich  his  fhips  to  lay  wafte  the  coaft  of  Cumae  ; 
and,  for  a  continuance  of  nearly  three  years,  fought  many  great  battles 
with  the  Roman  army;  which  was  .only  diftant  five  ftadia,  or  three 
thoufand  feet,  from  Panormus. 

*  Cap.  Iv. 

\  Hamilcar  primo  Posnico  belioy  fed  temporibus  extremis^  admodum  adolefcentidus  in  Sicilia 

praejfe  ccspit  exercitui  %  .     Tbat  is,  "  Hamilcar,  during  the  firft  Punic  War,  but  toward 

'the  end  of  it,  while  a  very  youth,  began  to  command  the  army  in  Sicily."     Now,  as 

Hannibal  his  fon  was  born  in  the  following  year,  the  expreOion  admodum  adolefcetitulus  is 

evidently  too  ftrong. 

%  Corn*  Nep.'  iji  Hamilc. 

He 
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He  likewife  took  the  town  of  Eryx  ;  although  the  Romans  had  one 
camp  on  the  top  of  Mount  Eryx,  and  another  at  the  bottom.  Now 
befieging,  and  now  befieged,  Amilcar  proved  himfelf  to  be  a  general  of 
the  firft  order;  for,  during  two  years  to  the  end  of  the  war,  he  fupported 
himfelf  and  his  little  troop  againft  two  armies  ;  and  frequently  endured 
the  difficulties  of  that  dearth  which  he  inflifted  on  the  neighbouring 
enemy  * . 

The  Romans  once  more  determined,  for  the  third  time  during  this 
war,  to  fit  out  a  fleet :  for  which  purpofe  the  exhaufted  treafury  was 
repleniflied  by  voluntary  donations  of  the  principal  citizens ;  and  two 
hundred  galleys,  with  five  benches  of  rowers  each.  Were  built  after  the 
model  of  the  veflel  in  which  the  Rhodian  had  ridiculed  their  ignorance 
of  fhip-building,  and  navigation,  at  Lilybaeum  +. 

To  counteradl  thefe  intentions,  Carthage  fent  Hanno  with  a  fleet  and 
troops ;  that  were  to  land  at  Eryx,  and  there  not  only  take  in  provi- 
fions  but  Amilcar  with  his  bed  warriors  :  after  which  the  fleet  was  to 
give  battle  to  the  Romans* 

The  Conful,  Lutatius,  who  commanded  the  new  fleet  of  the  Romans, 
kaftened  to  meet  Hanno ;  that  he  might  give  battle  to  the  over-bur- 
thened  fliips  of  the  Carthaginians,  and  avoid  a  combat  with  tiie  dan- 
gerous warriors  of  Amilcar  :  and,  what  muft  appear  to  him  ftill  mt)re 
dangerous,  with  Amilcar  himfelf.  The  battle  was  fought  with  better 
fliips  than  the  Romans  had  hitherto  poflTefl^ed  ;  and  they  attacked  the 
heavy  loaded  fhips  of  the  Carthaginians,  the  crews  of  which  on  this 
occafion  were  haftily  cotleded,  and  unflcilful  failors.  With  refpedl  to 
the  Carthaginian  foldiers,  they  were  not  to  be  compared  with  the  war- 
like Romans.  The  firit  onfet  was  deeifive  :  the  Romans  funk  fifty  of 
the  enemies  {hips ;  and  took  feventy,  with  their  crews. 

After  this  defeat,  the  Carthaginians  gave  Amilcar  full  power  to  make 

vrar,  or  peace  ;   and  the  hero,  no  lefs  fage  than  valiant,  who  had  left 

no  means  of  vidory  untried,  and  having  gained  it  negleded  no  ad- 

*  Cap..  Iviii.  +  Cap.  lix, 

vanta^e^. 
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vantage,  yielded  to  neceffity  with  dignified  moderation,  and  fcntambat 
fadors  to  demand  peace  of  the  Conful. 

The  demand  was  granted,  with  fome  ftipulations  on  the  part  of 
Rome.  The  Carthaginians  wTre  to  evacuate  Sicily,  and  the  Lipari 
illands ;  and  to  bind  themfelves  neither  to  moleft  the  people  of  Syra- 
cufe  nor  their  allies  :  befide  which  a  tribute  was  impofed  upon  them  *• 

Thus  ended  the  firft  Punic  war ;  240  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
in  the  third  year  of  the  134th  Olympiad,  and  512  from  the  building 
of  Rome  ;  after  this  war  had  continued  four-and-twenty  years. 

The  Romans  had  now  made  a  decifive  ftep  toward  the  fovereignty 
of  the  world,  for  they  faw  themfelves  in  pofleffion  of  the  greateft  part 
of  Sicily  ;  which  was  the  firft  province  they  held  beyond  the  confines 

of  Italy  t- 

Hiero  lived  five-and-twenty  years  after  the  conclufion  of  the  firft 
Punic  war.  He  had  afcended  the  throne  by  merit,  and  reigned  over  a 
people  zealous  for  the  freedom  which  they  were  incapable  of  main- 
taining. Nor  did  he  fupport  his  government  by  the  fliedding  of  blood, 
or  the  banifhment  of  a  fingle  citizen  :j:.  He  wifely  m2\de  virtue  his 
fupport,  continued  faithful  to  his  alliance  with  the  Romans,  and 
vifited  their  city  during  the  Ludi  Sacularcs ;  in  the  year  of  Rome  515. 

After  the  vidiory  of  Hannibal  over  the  Romans  at  Thrafymene,  he 
ordered  ambafladors  to-  Rome  to  teftify  his  aiBidtion,  fent  them  archers, 
flingcrs,  com,  a  weighty  ViSioria  in  gold,  and  added  the  information 
that  the  Romans  ought  to  fend  their  Praetor  who  governed  Sicily  with 
a  fleet  to  Africa,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Carthaginians  from  affording 
aid  to  Hannibal. 

The  Roman  fenate  made  honourable  mention  of  his  kindnefs,  ac- 

*  Cap*  Iz.  to  Ixiii. 

t  Four  years  afterward,  the  Romans,  under  a  trifling  pretext,  obliged  the  Carthagi- 
nians to  cede  Sardinia. 

.  %  Polybius  :  Examples  of  Virtue  and  Vice»  lib.  Yii.    Eutrop.  iii.  i. 

cepted 
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©cpted  his  prefents,  and  placed  the  ViBoria  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter 

Capitolinus*. 

-    Pliny  mentions  Hiefo  among  the  Kings  who  caufed  agriculture  to 

flourifh  f  • 

By  a  regulation  which  was  not  oppreffive  to  the  farmer,  he  fecured 
rhe  public  revenue  by  levying  a  yearly  tythe  of  corn*  **  Whether 
**  the  corn  wfim^ill  in  fheaf,  or  houfed  in  barns,  or  fheds,  the  coun- 
**  tryman  coi^Bjieither,  by  removal  nor  by  exportation,  cheat  the 
"  King's  offidl^Bf  a  fmgle  grain.  The  regulations  were  fo  cxa£t  that 
**  it  is  evident fH^ro  enjoyed  only  this  tax  %.  Acute  as  a  Sicilian,  he 
**  was  as  watclml  4s  a  tyrant.  This  very  arrangement  was  beneficial 
^*  to  agriculture  j  for  fo  reftri<fied  was  the  power  of  the  tythe  collec- 
**  tors  that  they  could  not  take  more  of  the  farmer  than  their  due  §•" 

Thefe  tythes  were  always  commuted  :  a  regulation  which,  from  this 
period  to  the  time  that  the  Syracufian  diftri£ts  of  Sicily  came  under  the 
Roman  power,  from  refpe£t  to  Hiero  and  becaufe  it  was  beneficial  to 
the  people,  was  wifely  continued  by  the  Romans ;  till  it  was  abolifhed 
imder  the  rapacious  PraetorVerres,ito  whom  nothing  was  facred  ([• 

The  generofity  of  Hiero  not  only  extended  itfelf  toward  the  Romans 
but  to  his  other  allies.  He  and  his  fon,  Gelo,  when  an  earthquake 
had  injured  the  city  of  Rhodes  and  thrown  down  the  famous  coloflus, 
fent  confiderable  prefents  in  gold  as  well  as  filver  veflels  to  the  Rho- 
dians^  with  fifty  catapulta^  or  battering  engines  j  and  caufed  a  ftatue 
to  be  erefted  in  Rhodes,  which  reprefented  that  city  crowned  by  Syra- 

*  Liv.  xxii.  37.  t  Plin-  Nat.  Hift,  xyiii.  5^. 

X  There  are  proofs  of  Hiero  haying  raifcd  tax^s  on  trade.  When  Cicero  calle^l  the 
tythes.  the  only  tax,  he  fpoke  of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  farmer  for  his  lands,  Thefe  were 
very  fupportable,  in  fo  fertile  a'country  5  and  like  wife  very  produftive  to  the  State. 

$  Cic.  in  Verrem. 
H  Cic.  in  Verrem. 
Vol.  11.  3  G  cufe : 
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cufe :  added  to  which  he  remitted  the  ufiul  taxes,  to  thofe  Syracufian^ 
who  traded  with  Rhodes  *• 

We  find  an  ample  but  interefting  dcfcription,  in  Athenanis^  of  a  mag- 
nificent and  prodigious  galley ;  that  had  twenty  benches  of  rowersy 
contained  an  extraordinary  number  of  perfons,  and  was  not  only  pro* 
vided  with  dreadful  means  of  aflault  but  with  all  that  could  delight 
the  mind,  and  charm  the  fenfe.  Baths  of  bronze  and  of  Tauromenian 
marble,  ftables,  a  gymnafium^  fmall  gardens  planted  with  various- tr€£» 
and  watered  by  pipes,  the  twining  vine  and  ivy,  a  library,  and  a  fun- 
dial,  were  all  in  this  galley.  It  had  three  decks ;  the  fecond  of  which? 
w^as  inlaid  with  variegated  mofaic  work,  containing  the  whole  hiftory 
of  Homer's  Iliad.  Every  neceflary  for  repofe  by  night,  and  banqu^t^ 
ingby  day,  was  provided  Vfith  a  regal  luxury* 

As  much  timber  was  brought  from  the  foreft  of  j£tna,  for  the  build- 
ing of  this  galley,  as  would  have  fuflSted  for  fixty  ordinary  galleys.  It 
had-  three  mails  ;  and,  on.tjie.  upper  deck,  it  w^s  fortified  round  with 
a  wall,  and  eight  towers  like  a  cit^de).  Each  of  the  tow^s.containedf 
four  combatants,  complet^y  ajrm^.  an4  two  s^pbpraV  Within^ .the 
towers  were  provided  with  miffiles,  and  fton^s;  and  on  the:  walls- fitbod 
a,  kind  of  artillery-machine,  invented  by  Archime4eS|  which  threw 
ftones  of  three  hundred,  weight,  ap<Ja  laace  twelve  eUa  in  Iengtli>  to 
the  diftan^e  of  a  ftadium  :  oriiJtbu«dii«ifedu 

Each  fide  of  the  wall  was  provided  with  fixty  young  men^wdt. 
armed  ;  and  there  were  (hooters  even  in  the  maft-cages  f.     Ronnd.the . 
upper  deck  was  ah  iron  rim  j  where  there  were  machines  placed  which 
would  a£l  immediately  againft  an  enemy's  fliip,  hold  it  faft^  and  draw 
it  to  the  galley.     A  tree  fufficiently  large  for  the  main  maft.  was  long 
fought  for  in  vain  ;  till  a  hog  driver  found  one  in  Brettidj  or  Bruttium^ 

•  Polyb.  V.  88. 

f  Similar  perhaps  to  the  Top,  or  Round-top,  of  a  man  of  war.    T. 

I  tTic 
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the  prefent  South  Calahria  *•  The  lower  cleck  couM  be  pumped  by  i 
fmgle  man,  with  the  aid  of  a  machine  which  the  Greeks  called 
Ko^Aior;  the  Latins  Cochlea ;  and  which  we,  after  ks  inventor,  name 
the  fcrew  of  Archimedes. 

When  the  wonderful  work  was  completed,  it  was  difcovered  that 
fome  of  the  havens  of  Hiero  would  not  contain  it ;  and  th«t  in  others 
it  was  not  fafe,  Hiero  therefore  fent  the  galley  f  to  King  Ptolonay, 
Ptolomaeus  Philadelphus  I  fuppofe,  as  a  prefent,  to  Alexandria  |. 

You  will  pardon  me  this  borrowed  but  abbreviated  defcription,  taken 
from  Athenaeus  :  as  it  appears  to  me,  not  only  interefting  in  itfelf,  but, 
ufefully  inftrudlive  to  thofe  who  have  formed  no  juft  idea  of  the  me- 
chanics of  the  ancients.  To  fuch  perfons,  I  recommend  the  chapter 
in  Afhenaeus  which  contains  this  defcription ;  as  well  as  others,  in 
which  greater  (hips  of  the  Ptolomies  are  defcribed  ;  and  of  one  which 
was  built  by  Ptolomaeus  Philopater ;  that,  rowers  and  warriors  ia- 
cluded,  could  contain  feven  thbufand  men. 

The  great  Archimedes  was  the  relation  and  friend  of  Hiero,  and  was 
a  fage  whofe  mind  was  exercifed  in  the  higher  mathematics.  Deeply 
abforbed  in  the  refearches  of  this  profound  fcience,  he  was  but  little 
defirous  to  employ  himfelf  in  exciting  the  wonder  of  the  multitude, 
who  were  incapable  of  following  him  in  his  abftrad  contemplations. 
Happening  one  day,  in  the  prefence  of  Hiero,  to  affirm  that  all  bodies, 
even  the  earth  itfelf,  give  him  but  a  point  to  Hand  upon,  might  be  re- 
*  tooVed,  the  King  preffed  him  to  prove  his  affertion  by  fome  vifible 

♦  Inftead  of  BfETTiaj,  it  was  ufual  to  read  Bftrraviag:  which  brought  the  main  maft 
^f  the  galley  of  Hiero  from  England !  Cafaubon  difcovered  the  error,  and  reftored  the 
true  reidtsg. 

f  We  mutt  evidently  read,  with  Caufaubon,  'E^«  -arovraj  t»^  y^fjuiag  inss  t^n^  fAif  ug 
te  Jbraror  im  m*  vwn  iix^ScUf  rng  h  xdu  ^9rM<v9l/W(  mofx^^'  -^s  the  haven  of  Syracufe  is 
one  of  the  moft  capacious  and  fecure  in  the  world,  I  conjcfture  that  Hiero  htid  no  inclt- 
nstiom  to  widen  the  entrance  for  thi^  veflei. 

i  Athen.  1.  ?•  cap.  10,  ii. 

3  G  2  experiment : 
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experiment :  on  which,  Archimedes  bought  an  old  galley,  caufed  it  to 
be  loaded  and  manned,  and,  feating  himfelf  at  a  dlflance  from  it,  by 
the  eafy  working  of  a  machine,  drew  it  toward  him  over  the  ground 
as  glidingly  as  if  it  had  been  in  the  fea«  The  King  was  amazed !  and, 
by  entreaties,  prevailed  on  him  to  conftrutl  thofe  famous  war  machines 
which  even  now,  when  fcience  has  taken  ilrides  fo  vaft,  excite  aflo^ 
nifliment  bat  are  not  equalled  *• 

The  poet  Theocritus,  a  Syracufian,  flouriflied  in  the  time  of  Hiero. 

Livy  informs  us  that  Gelo,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Hiero,  after  the  battle 
of  Cannae,  defpifing  his  father's  age,  revolted  to  the  Carthaginians ;  and 
would  have  changed  the  ftate  of  Sicily,  had  he  not,  fortunately  at  the 
moment  when  he  was  arming  the  people  and  exciting  the  allies,  been 
cut  off  by  death :  of  which  his  father  has  been  fufpei^ed  to  be  th|^ 
caufef.  ■  ■ 

Hiero  deferves  to  be  vindicated  from  a  ftain  fo  black  as  this-;  and 
we  have  the  exprefs  teftimony  of  Polybius  that  Gelo,  who  was  above 
fifty  years  of  age,  had  confidered  it  as  one  of  the  nobleft  purpofes 
of  life  to  obey  his  father ;  and  neither  .to  value  wealth  nor  the  fpka- 
dour  of  power  fo  highly  as  that  obfervance  of  faith,,  and  love, 
which  he  held  to  be  due  to  his  feniors.  Polybius  lived  only  one  gene- 
ration after  Hiero  ;  and  Livy  two  hundred  years  :  the  hiftory  therefore 
of  the  incidents  of  that  age  by  Livy  deferves  lefs  to  be  credited  thaa 
the  teftimony  of  the  Greek  writer  J. 

Hiero  died  in  the  firft  year  of  the  141ft  Olympiad,  538  years  after 
the  building  of  Rome,  and  214  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  at  the  age 

♦  Plut.  Life  of  Marcel.  f  Liv*  xxiii*  30.. 

%  Polybius,  Examples  of  Virtue  and  Vice,  1.  vii.  Of  the  writtings  of  Polybius  the  re- 
mains only  of  his  hiftory  have  defcended  to  us  ;  which  conGfted  of  forty  books.  The 
five  firft  are  perfect :  befide  which  there  are  large  fragments  of  the  twelve  foUowing 
books  \  and  examples  from  his  hiftory,  which  were  extraAed  by  the  Greek  Lmperor, 
Conftantinus  Porphyrogcnctes.  One  of  thefe  is  entitled  "  On  Virtue  and  Vice,**  the 
other  "OnEmbaffies." 

of 
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:df  mnety  ;  and  after  fie  had  reigned  four-and-fifty  years.  He  would 
have  frequently  refigned  the  fovereignty,  and  again  made  Syracufe  2t 
free  ftate :  but,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  Polybius,  he  was  en- 
treated to  retain  it  by  the  people.  Livy  fays  that,  when  he  was  very 
old,  he  would  have  laid  down  his  dignities  ;  fearful  the  power  fliould 
be  abufed  that  fhould  defcend  to  his  grandfon,  Hieronymus  j  but  that 
he  was  prevented  by  his  two  daughters,  and  their  hulbands,  Andra- 
nodorus  and  Zoippus,  who  hoped  to  reign  under  the  name  of  the 
young  King :  and  that  Hiero,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  was  unable  to 
withftaod  their  careffes  *. 

•  Hiero  when  dying  exhorted  the  young  Hieronymus  to  remember 
the  principles  of  his  education,  and  to  continue  faithful  to  that  alliance 
which  he  bad  preferved  dimng  fifty  years  with  the  Romans  ;  and  he 
likewife  appointed  fifteen  guardians,  who  were  to  conftitute  a  council 
of  ftate  f.  Soon  however  after  the  death  of  the  old  King,  Andrano- 
dorus  removed  his  fourteen  colleagues,  himfelf  renouncing  in  appear- 
ance at  the  fame  time  his  guardianfhip  of  Hieronymus  ;  whom  he 
proclaimed  as  no  longer  a  minor,  Hieronymus  being  then  fifteen  years* 
of  age.  But  his  true  intention  was  to  take  the  power  to  himfelf,  and 
^re  it  with  Zoippus.  .The  young  king  neverthelefs  liftened  to  one* 
Thrafo,  who  was  the  only^perfon  that  advifed  him  to  continue  his 
friendfliip  with  the  Romans. 

A  confpiracy  waa  difcovered,  againft  the  life  of  the  young  king,  by 
2^  coxcomb  of  the  fame  age  as  Hieronymus,  who  was  accuftomed  to 
be  in  his  fociety :  but  he  could  name  none  of  the  confpirators,  except 
Theodotus,  who  had  invited  him  to  participate  in  the  plot.  Theo- 
dotus  was  feized,  and  acknowledged  himfelf  guilty :  but  no  tortures 
could  wring  from  him  the  names  of  his  afTociates.     Being  at  length 

*  Compare  the  feventh  book  of  Polybius^.  on  Examples  of  Virtue  and  Vice,  with 
Liry  xxiv.  4. 

f  Cap.  iv.  and  r» 

obliged 
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.obliged  to  yield  to  pain,  he  named  feveral  of  the  friends  of  the  king; 
.and,  among  others,  Thrafo,  that  he  might  turn  aGde  fufpicion  from  his 
confederates,  by  accufmg  the  innocent.  The  accufed  were  put  to 
death ;  while  the  confpirators  remained  undifcovered,  not  one  of 
whom  concealed  himfelf,  or  left  the  city,  but  depended  on  the  forti* 
tude  of  a  m^n  who,  it  is  true,  fhewed  himfelf  worthy  of  this  confi- 
dence relatively  to  them,  but  who,  for  this  purpofe,  indulged  himfelf 
.in  calumny  the  moft  criminal  and  the  moft  hateful  *• 

By  the  death  of  Thrafo,  the  lai);  bon4  of  union  with  Rome  was 
broken :  ambafladors  were  fent  to  Hannibal,  who  in  return  fent  a 
young  Cartnaginian  nobleman,  named  Hannibal,  and  with  him  Hip- 
pocrates and  Epifydes,  two  brothers,  whofe  grandfather  had  been  a 
fugitive  from  Syracufe :  but  they  were  bora  in  Carthage,  of  a  Cartha^ 
^inian  mother. 

The  Roman  territorial  prastpr,  Appius  Qaudius,  likewife  fent  an 
ambaflador  to  Hieronymus  :  but  'they  tre^ed  him  with  ridicule,  and 
queflioned  him  concerning  the  circum.iUnces  of  the  defeat  at  Cann^. 
After  ferioufly  warning  him  s^^oft  revolt,  the  Roman  departed. 

Hieronymus  fent  his  envoys  to  Carthage ;  and  the  treaty  was  con^ 
clvded :  Stipulating  that,  ^^  as  foon  aa  the  Romans  (hould  be  driven  out 
**  of  Sicily,  the  river  Himeras  fhould  be  the  boundary  between  the 
*'  territories  of  Carthage  and  Syracufe  f ." 

Being  reminded  by  flatterers  that  he  was  not  only  the  grandfon  of 
Hiero  but  by  hi^  mother  Ukcwife  of  Pyrriius,  he  foon  afterward  fent 
another  embafly ;  in  which  he  now  demanded  the  cefiion  of  all  Sicily, 
leaving  It^ily  to  Carthage.     The  Canhaginians  laughed  at  the  vanity 

\  Not  only  the  Fiume  Grande,  on  the  north,  but  the  Fiunu  Sal/o,  whkh  runs  into  the 
fc^  09  the  fouth  Q^e  of  Sipilyi  and  which  l^th  proceed  from  one  fprtng,  was.  probably 
called  Himeras  by  the  ancients  :  as  I  have  already  ihewn  there  is  good  reafon  to  fnppofe^ 
in  the  Ixxxvith  letter. 

of 
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of  his  demand  ;  to  which  however  they  avoided  giving  an  abfolute 
refufal,  left  he  fhould  again  ally  himfelf  to  the  Romans  *. 

In  the  phrenfy  of  his  ambition,  Hieronymus  led  an  army  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men  againft  Leontium  ;  intending  to  feize  this  city,  and  the 
Roman  territories ;  and  the  confpirators,  perceiving  this  to  be  a  fa* 
vourable  opportunity,  affaffinated  him  in  a  narrow  way  f . 

Hieronymus  reigned  thirteen  months* 

At  firft,  the  enraged  army  ftormed  aloud,  and  the  blood  of  the  aflaf- 
iins  they  declared  muft  be  iacrificed  to  the  manes  of  the  murdered 
King :  but  the  frequently  deceiving  found  of  freedom,  and  the  hopes 
of  (baring  the  treafiire  of  the  deceafed,  whofe  cruelty  and  voluptuouf-^ 
nefs  were  now  no  doubt  exaggerated,  foon  turned  the  tide,  and  the 
fickle  multitude,  wliofe  aiHidion  and  thirft  for  revenge  were  at  firft  fo' 
violent,  were  now  fo  entirely  forgetfal  of  the  King,  that  they  fuffered 
his  body  to  remain  unburied  |,r 

While  the  other  confpirators  remained  behind  to  fecure  the  army, 
Tfieodotus  and  Sofis  rode  to  Syracufe  on  the  King^s  horfes:  yet  a  mef-^ 
lengcrwas  there  before  them,  and  Andranodorus  had  already  placed  a- 
guard  in  the  iiland,  the  citadel,  and  other  parts^  They  rode  through* 
the  gate  Hexapylon^  to  that  part  of  the  city  called  Tyche,  aiid  from 
there  to  Achradina,  every  where  (hewing  the  bloody  robe  of  the  King. 
They  fummoned  the  people  to  Achradina :  or  Acradtnay  for  fo  was 
that,  large  quarter  of  Syracufe  called  which  feparated  the  ifland 
Ortygia,  the  ftrongeft  part  of  the  city,  from  Tyche  and  the  new  town^. 
or  Neapolis  §. 

On  the  following  morning,  Polyasnus,.  one  of  their  chiefs,  pro^^ 

»  Cap.  vi.  t  Cap.  vii; 

X  Polyblus,  who  well  uridcrftood  the  merits  and  demerits  of  men,  grants  that  Hiinro- 
nymua  had  been  immoderate,  and  unjuft  •,  but  denies  that  he  ought,  as  fome  writers  have 
affirmed,  to  be  compared  to  the  moft  infamous  tyrants.  Polyb.  lib.  viL  of  Examples  of 
Virtue  and  Vice. 

(  Cap.  xxi,  _ 

nounced 
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nounccd  a  difcourfe  which  breathed  freedom  and  moderation.  He 
reminded  the  Syracufians  tliat,  "  being  acquainted  with  the  difgrace 
"  of  flavery,  they  ought  to  be  more  zealous  in  refifting  an  experienced 
*'  evil.  They  likewife  knew,  from  the  annals  of  their  fathers,  that 
'^  contention  was  an  evil.  He  praifed  them  for  having  taken  up  arms : 
"  but  he  would  praife  them  more,  were  they  only  to  ufe  them  in  cafe 
"  of  extreme  need.  Deputies  might  be  fent  to  Andranodorus,  which 
**  Ihould  command  him  to  fubmit  to  the  fenate  and  the  people,  throw 
**  open  the  gates,  and  every  where  difmifs  the  guards.  Should  Andra- 
"  nodorus  perfift  in  oppofing  them,  freedom  ought  then,  in  his  opi- 
*^  nion,  to  be  more  flrenuoully  infixed  on  from  Andranodorus  than 
"  from  Hieronymus." 

The  fenate  was  aflembled  which,  in  the  time  of  Hiero,  had  been 
confulted  on  public  affairs  j  but  which,  during  the  reign  of  Hierony- 
mus,  had  never  been  convoked. 

Andranodorus  was  appalled  by  the  unanimity  of  the  citizens ;  and 
that  ftrongeft  part  of  the  city  which  was  in  his  pofleffion,  the  ifland,  * 
was  no  longer  under  the  guard  of  his  adherents.  A  conference  was 
held  between  him  and  the  deputies  ;  but  he  was  called  afide  from  it 
by  his  wife  Demarata,  the  daughter  of  Hiero :  who,  inflaming  him 
with  her  ambition,  advifed  him  to  fend  for  the  army  from  Leontium, 
and  win  it  over  by  a  promife  of  the  royal  treafury.  He  perceived 
however  that,  for  the  moment,  he  muft  yield  ;  and  promifed  the  depu* 
ties  to  fubje£t  himfelf  to  the  fenate,  and  the  people. 

Early  on  the  following  day,  he  opened  the  gate  of  the  ifland,  and 
appeared  at  the  public  place  in  Achradina.  There  he  held  a  difcourfe, 
exculpating  himfelf  from  delay,  and  alleging  that  he  did  hot  know 
whether  the  people  had  not  probably  been  angry  with  all  that  were 
related  to  Hieronymus  :  but,  now  that  he  perceived  that  thofe  who 
had  made  Syracufe  free  intended  to  preferve  it  in  freedom,  he  had 
no  views  but  thofe  of  furrenderihg  all  that  belonged  to  him,  and  all 
that  was  entrufted  to  him  by  his  country.     He  then  turned  to  the 

confpirators. 
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confpirators,  and  addrcfled  himfelf  to  Theodotus  and  Sofis  by  name. 

You  have  performed/*  faid  he,  **  a  memorable  deed :  but,  believe 

me,  your  glory,  though  begun,  is  not  completed.  Imminent  danger 
"  is  yet  impending:  for,  if  you  do  not  reftore  peace  and  concord,  the 
•*  free  republic  will  become  a  morbid  corpfe  *•" 

After  this  oration,  he  laid  the  keys  of  the  gates  and  the  royal  trea- 
fury  at  their  feet  j  and  the  aflembly  joyfully  feparated.  The  temples 
were  filled  with  men,  women,  and  children,  offering  up  vows  for  the 
weal  of  the  republic :  and  Strategi  were  appointed  on  the  following 
day.  Of  thefe,  Andranodorus  was  one :  the  others  were  chiefly  chofen 
from  among  the  ponfpirators. 

Hippocrates  and  Epicydes,  feeing  therafelves  deferted  by  the  fol- 
diers,  returned  to  Syracufe,  and  demanded  an  armed  guard,  that  fhould 
cfcort  diem  back  to  Hannibal,  who  was  with  the  Locri,  in  Italy ; 
alleging  that  all  Sicily  fwarmed  with  Romans.  The  Syracufians  would 
Jiave  been  glad  of  their  departure,  but  delay  wis  inevitable  j  and,  in 
tbe  interim,  thefe  two  youths  alperfed  the  fenate  and  the  nobles  to  the 
people,  by  the  means  of  foldiers  and  deferters:  accufmg  mod  of  them  of 
being  allied  with  the  Italians  and  Romans;  and  that,  under  the  pretence 
of  procuring^  their  fafety,  they  meant  to  betray  them  into  the  power  of 
Rome  t» 

The  people  liftened,  believed  the  accufations  againft  their  chiefs,  and 
not  oAly  Epicydes  but  Andranodorus,  excited  by  his  wife,  conceived 
new  hopes.  In  concert  with  Themiftus,  who  had  married  Gelo's 
daughter,  the  fifter  of  Hieronymus  and  the  niece  of  Demarata,  Andra- 
nodorus conceived  a  plan  of  feizing  on  the  government ;  which  he  com* 
municated  to  Arifton,  a  player,  who  declared  all  he  knew  to  the  Stra- 
tegi, and  Andranodorus  and  Themiftus  were  affaffmated  in  the  fenate. 

The^ad  excited  tumult :  but,  when  the  Strategi  led  Arifton  to  the 
afleittbled  Seriate,  and  he  there  related  that  the  confpiracy  began  at  the 
nuptials  of  Harnionia,  the  daughter  of  Gelo,  with  Themiftus  i  that  the 

♦  Cap.  xxii.  t  Cap.  xxiii* 

Vol.  IL  3  H  intention 
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intention  of  the  confpirators  was  to  affaffinate  the  Strategi  and  the 
principal  citizens,  hy  the  aid  of  African  and  Spanifh  foldiers,  who 
were  to  be  rewarded  with  the  wealth  of  the  perfons  aiTaflinated ;  and 
that  the  body  of  foldiers  that  had  been  the  adherents  of  Andranodorus 
were  again  prepared  to  feize  on  the  ifland  Ortygia  ;  it  appeared  to  the 
Senate  that  the  merit  of  the  prefent  alTailination  was  no  lefs  feif-evident 
than  that  of  Hieronymus  had  been. 

The  mixed  voices  of  an  irrefolute  and  tumultuous  people  refounded 
through  the  Senate-houfe ;  and  the  bodies  of  the  dead  were  there  ex- 
pofed,  in  order  to  infpire  terror.  They  all  filently  proceeded  to  the 
general  afTembly  ;  before  which  Sopatrus,  one  of  the  Strategi  who  had 
been  a  confpirator  againfl:  Hieronymus,  at  the  command  of  his  coU 
leagues  and  the  Senate,  pronounced  an  inflammatory  difcourfe  *,  and 
excited  the  fickle  and  enthufiaftic  Syracufians  againft  the  wives  of  the 
two  perfons  affaflinated :  who,  being  princefTes  of  the  blood  royal, 
had  infpired  their  hufbands  with  ambition* 

;  A  wild  and  univerfal  cry  now  arofe,  that  neither  the  princefTes  nor 
any  one  of  the  blood  royal  fhould  be  fuflfered  to  live.  *'  Such,"  fays 
Livy,  *•  is  the  nature  of  the  multitude  :  they  obey  like  flaves,  or  they 
"  domineer  like  tyrants.  Of  that  freedom  which  lies  between  the 
**  extremes,  they  cannot  endure  to  be  deprived ;  yet  have  not  the 
*?  capacity  to  enjoy  it :  nor  do  the  fupple  agents  of  their  anger  often  fail 
^  to  irritate  the  cupidity  and  intemperance  of  the  multitude  to  flaia 
^  themfelves  with  blood  and  murder  f /' 

Thus  it  happened  at  prefent.     Scarcely  had  the  Strategi  made  the 
propofition,  that  the  whole  royal  race  fhould  be  extirpated,  before  it 
was  confirmed,  proclsumed,  and  aflaflins  were  fent^  to  put  Demarata. 
^  and  Harmonia  to  death  %. 

*  Cap.  txiv. 

^  Hacnaiura  multituJinis  eft^  autfirvit  bumiRier,  auf  faperhe  iominatur  ;  Rhertaiem^  qu4t 
media  eft^  ntcjpernire  modice  mc  habere  fciunt :  it  mnferme  defunt  irarum  indulgenUs  mmijhri 
qui  avidos  atqui  inten^antes  plebekrum  animal  adfangwnem  et  $4tdes  irriUnt. 

*'^P"'-  Heracfca, 
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Heraclea,  the  wife  of  Zoippus,  lived  retired  with  her  two  daugh- 
ters :  her  hufband  having  been  fent  by  Hieronymus  to  the  king  of 
Egypt,  where  he  had  rather  preferred  to  refide  than  in  the  reftlefs  Sy- 
racufc.  When  fhe  heard  that  (he  likewife  was  to  fall,  (he  and  her 
daughters  fled  to  the  inmoft  fanduary  of  her  houfehold  gods  :  where, 
in  their  mourning  robes  and  their  hair  diflievelled,  the  trembling  vir- 
gins waited,  expeding  death. 

In. vain  did  Heraclea  conjure  the  aflaffins,  now  by  the  memory  of 
Hiero,  and  now  of  Gelo,  not  to  confound  the  guiltlefs  with  the  vices 
of  Hieronymus,  "  Did  any  man  now,"  faid  fhe,  **  inform  my  hufband 
**  of  the  death  of  Hieronymus,  and  that  Syracufe  is  free,  how  would 
"  he  haften  to  his  fliip,  and  joyfully  revifit  his  country  !  Alas !  how 
^  deceitful  are  the  hopes  of  men  !  Now,  in  free  Syracufe,  the  fword  is 
**  fufpended  over  hi^  wife  and  daughters !  What  is  to  be  feared  from  a 
**  woman,  who  lives  like  a  widow  ?  or  what  from  orphan  virgins  ?  If 
*'  the  whole  royal  race  be  fo  hateful  to  you.  Oh  fend  us  to  Alexandria ! 
^  the  wife  to  her  huiband,  the  daughters  to  their  father !  ** 

Perceiving  the  aflaffins,  deaf  to  her  remonftrances,  draw  their 
fwords,  regardiefs  of  herfelf,  (he  entreated  only  for  her  daughters ; 
whofe  tender  age  might  well  infpire  compaflion  !  Entreated  that,  while 
they  were  ridding  themfelves  of  tyranny,  they  would  not  imitate  the 
crimes  of  tyranti^ !  Deaf  to  all  fhe  faid,  they  dragged  her  from  the 
fandluary,  and  murdered  her. 

They  then  aflfaulted  the  daughters;  who,  fprinkled  with  their  mo- 
ther's blood,  frantic  in  terror,  broke  from  their  gripe  :  again  pitilefsly 
yiffive  feized,  again  with  frefh  wounds  efcaped,  till,  at  lad,  mangled  and 
disfigured  with  blood,  they  fell,  ov^erwhelmed  with  flaba,  Juft  as  an 
erder  for  their  pardon  too  late  arrived. 

The  rage  of  the  people  changed  to  compaflion,  in  behsrtf  of  the  mur- 
dered princefTes ;  and  this  companion  to  anger,  againft  the  exciters 
and  hafty  executors  of  the  murderous  command.  Ndw  Strategi,  to 
replace  the  deceafed  Andraaodorus  and  Theraiftus,  were  demanded; 

3  H  2  and 
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and  thcStrategi  in  office  well  perceived  that  the  approaching  eleAion 
would  not  be  conduced  according  to  their  dcfires  *  . 

The  people  being  affembled,  one  of  the  loweft  among  them  put  Epi- 
cydes,  and  another  Hippocrates,  in  nomination ;  and  numerous  voices 
fupported  this  choice  :  which  was  the  more  eafily- favoured  becaufe  a 
great  part  of  the  affembly  confifted  of  foldiers,  and  fugitives,  to  whom 
every  change  was  acceptable.  In  vain  did  the  Strategi  endeavour  to 
oppofe  their  election :  overpowered  by  the  crowd,  and  fearful  of  com- 
motion, they  were  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  candidates  as  their  col* 
leagues. 

Wholly  in  the  intereft  of  Carthage,  EpicJydes  and  Hippocrates  were 
chagrined  that  ambafladors  had  been  fent  to  Appius  Claudius,  the 
praetor  of  the  Roman  province.  Appius  had  fent  information  of  this 
to  the  Conful,  Claudius  Marcellus,  who  was  expeSed  in  Sicily  ;  and 
he  had  deputed  envoys  to  Syracufe.  Their  arrival  however  was  un- 
favourable :  for  the  appearance  of  a  Carthaginian  fleet,  oflT  the  pro- 
montory oi  Pachynusj  or  Capo  PaflTaro,  was  publicly  announced  j  and 
Hippocrates  and  Epicydes,  now  throwing  oflfthe  malk,  accufed  their 
.colleagues  of  an  intention  to  betray  Syracufe  to  the  Romans,  by  put- 
ting it  into  the  hands  of  the  Roman  foldiers  and  deferters.  Some 
fhips,  which  Appius  had  fent  to  the  mouth  of  the  haven  for  the  en- 
couragement of  thofe  who  favoured  Rome,  gave  a  colouring  of  pro- 
bability to  this  accufation  ;  and  the  people  immediately  rofc  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  the  Romans,  ihould  they  attempt  to  landf. 

The  citizens  were  convoked,  and  addreflTed  ;  and  the  confufion  was 
fo  great  that  an  infurredion  was  feared.  Apollonides,  a  princip(|| 
citizen,  calmly  harangued  them  on  the  neceflities  of  the  moment,  ex- 
horted them  to  concord,  and  pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  coming  either 
to  an  undivided  and  determined  declaration  in  favour  of  the  Romans^ 
or  of  the  Carthaginians^  He  thought  the  decifion  of  greater  import- 
aroce  than  the  choice :   though  he  urged  political  and  moral  motives  in 

♦  Cap.  xwi.  t  Cap.  xxviL 
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f&TOur  of  an  alliance  with  the  Romans,  whofe  friendfhip  they  had 
tnaintained  above  fifty  years.  He' placed  before  them  the  example  of 
Hiero^and  the  oppofite  condufl:  of  Hieronymus  ;  and  concluded  with 
the^Femark  that,  if  war  were  declared  againft  Carthage,  there  would 
be  no  immediate  occafion  of  combating :  but,  if  againft  the  Romans; 
they  muft  inftantly  arm,  and  from  that  moment  expe^  to  be  attacked. 

The  difcourfe  of  Apollonides  produced  its  effe£k.  Tlie  people  were 
eafily  convinced  that  they  were  incapable  of  fuftaining  a  war  againft 
Rome,  and  ambafiadors  were  fent  to  demand  peace  *• 

A  fliort  time  afterward,  deputies  arrived  from  Leontium,  requeftlng 
protedion  for  themfelves  and  their  territory  ;  and  this  appeared  to  be 
a  favourable  opportunity,  to  the  chiefs  of  Syracufe,  of  ridding  the  city 
of  reftlefe  people,  and  dangerous  Ipaders.  The  Strategus,  Hippocrates, 
vras  commanded  to  head  the  foldiers  and  deferters,  who  affembled 
under  his  banners,  to  the  number. of  four  thoufand  men. 

This  enterprife  was  nolefs  agreeable  to  the  perfon  fent  than  to  the 
perfons  fending^  who  were  equally  defirous  of  a  change  of  affairs* 
Hippocrates  began  with  an  outrageous  attack  on  the  Roman  territory ; 
and,  when  Appius  fent  aid4o  the  allied  army,  Hippocrates  fell  on 
the  Romans  with  all  his  force,  and  put  many  of  them  to  death.  As 
foon  as  Marcellus  heard  this,  he  fent  to  Syracufe;  complained  of  the 
breach  of  peace,  and  demanded  the  banifhment  of  Hippocrates  and 
Epicydes,  not  only  from  Syracufe  but  from  Sicily. 

Epicydes  departed  to  Leontium  ;  where  he  found  the  citizens  at  that 
time  difmclined  to  the  Romans,  and,  by  roufing  them  to  their  ancient 
Jteve  of  freedom,  excited  them  to  fovolt  from  Syracufe :  the  govern* 
ment  of  which  he  defcribed  as  tyranjiical.  Ambafiadors  being  fent 
from  Syracufe  to  complain  of  the  injjr^  zs  done  to  the  Romans,  they 
were  arrogantly  anfwered  that  the  Lfeontini  had  neither  agreed  with* 
the  Syracufians  to  conclude'  a  peace  with  the  Romans,,  nor  did  they 
hold  themfelves  bound  by  any  foreign  alliance. 

The  Syracufians  communicated  this  anfwer  to  the  Romans;  aQ4 

*  Cap.  lavriiu 

declared 
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declared  that,  as  the  Lcontmi  had  renounced  their  alliance,  the  Romans 
were  at  liberty  to  make  war  upon  them:  nay  that  they  would  even 
aid  them  in  this  war,  provided  that,  when  they  Ihould  be  fubje&ed, 
it  fhould  be  a  condition  of  the  treaty  of  peace  that  Leontium  fhould 
become  a  part  of  the  territory  of  Syracufe  *. 

Marcellud  now  marched  with  his  whole  army  agsdnft  Leontiumt 
commanded  Appius  to  aid  him  in  the  (lege,  and  the  city  was  taken  at 
the  firil  aflault  by  the  enraged  Romans.  Hippocrates  and  £picyde« 
took  refuge  in  the  citadel,  and  from  thence  efcaped  to  Erbejfus. 

Eight  thoufand  men  from  Syracufe  were  marching  againft  Leon- 
tlum,  when  they  were  met  by  a  meflfenger ;  who  acquainted  them 
with  the  capture  of  the  city,  and  related  the  cruelties  committed  by  the 
Romans :  which  he  exaggerated  ;  affirming  that,  not  only  the  foldiera 
of  Leontium  j  but  the  citizens  had  been  flaughtered.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve an  adult  was  left  alive :  the  city  had  been  plundered,  and  the 
property  of  the  rich  divided. 

The  ufage  of  war  at  that  time  gave  probability  to  his  relation  j  which 
was  increafed  by  the  levity  with  which  the  Leontini  had  injured  the 
Romans.  The  truth  was,  Marcellus  had  only  fcourged  and  decapi* 
tated  two  ihoufand  deferters  ;  but  not  one  of  the  citizens,  whom  he 
had  neither  attacked  in  body  nor  in  goods. 

The  calumny  had  a  powerful  efie£k  on  the  army ;  which  refufed  to 
proceed  farther  againft  Leontium,  or  to  wait  for  further  intelligence* 
Sods  and  Dinomenes,  their  cominanders,  led  them  againft  Megara  y 
and  haftened  themfelves  with  a  fmall  body  of  horfe  to  Erbeflus,  which 
place  they  hoped  to  gain  by  furpcife :  but,  after  an  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt, they  returned  to  head  the  army  that  they  had  fent  againft  Me- 
gara. 

Defpairing  of  being  faved,  Hippocrates  and  Epicydes  determined  to 
throw  themfelves  on  the  mercy  of  the  army  that  was  retreating :  they 
Joeing  known  to  moft  of  the  foldiers,  and  having  beard  the  imj^effioa 
Xhat  had  been  produced  by  the  falfehood  of  the  meflenger.     The  van- 

*  Cap.  xxix. 

guard 
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guard  confifted  of  fix  hundred  Cretans^  who  had  lately  ferved  with 
both  thefe  leaders  under  Hierony  mus  ;  and  who  likewife  were  devoted 
to  Hannibal :  becaufe,  having  been  taken  by  him  at  the  vidory  of  the 
take  of  Thrafymenus,  he  had  fet  them  at  liberty.  To  thefe  Hippo- 
crates and  Epicydes,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  fuppliants  among  the; 
ancients^  prefented  the  olive  branch  wound  round  with  cotton ;  entreat^ 
iftg  that  they  might  not  be  delivered  up  to  the  Syracufians,  whofooa 
would  deliver  the  Cretans  themfelves  to  the  aflaffinating  fword  of  the 
itomans*. 

'  The  Cretians  immediately  called  alond  to  themr  to  be  ofgood  cou^ 
Tage  ;  for  that  they  were  ready,  be  it  what  it  might,  to  fhare  their  for* 
tune.  The  army  baited  before  the  Generala  knew  why ;  and,  whea 
the  rumour  began  to  fpread,  that  Hippocrates  and  Ejncydes  were  pre* 
fent,' the  Generals  haftened  to  the  banners  in  front  of  the  army^  and 
demanded  of  the  Oetans  if  they  were  daring  enough  to  hold  inter-* 
courfe  with  enemies  :  nay  more,  to  receive  them  in  the  army  wkhout 
the  conient  of  their  leaders?  and  commanded  Hippocrates  to  be  put  in 
fetters.  The  criea  of  the  Cretans  however  were  fo  frantic,  and  the  00a-* 
fent  of  the  army  was  fo  loudly  announced,  that  the  Strategi  were  em- 
barrafied ;.  and,,  proceeding  in  their  ma^ch  to  Megara^  f<fnt  an  account 

of  tliis  occtirrencc  to  Syracufe 

• .  To  arrogance  Hippocrates  added  treachery,  and  invented  letters^ 
from  theStrat^in  Syracufeto  Marcellus,  which  he  pretended  to  have 
mtercepted :  letters  which  not  on}y  approved  of  the  maflacreof'  the 
Leontini,  but  which  di^layed' intentions  inimical  to  the  fbldiers; 
wilhing  that  Sicily  were  freed  from,  them,  and  even  coirtaining  a  re- 
queft  that  the  Romans  would  attack  the  army  before  Megara^.  and  by/ 
the  fkughter  of  thefe  men  relieve  Syracufe  from  danger ' 

The  reading  of  the  letters  excited  the  moft  furioua  exclamations;. 
The.foldiers  aflembledy  ran  to  arms,  and  the  fearful  Strategifled  ta 
Syracufe;  all  the  citizens  of  which,  that  were  in  the  army,.,  were 

*  Cap*,  zxx. 

fifzcdt 
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fcucd;  and  Inot  oiie  of  thcrti  would  have  been  i^ardd,  hid  not  Hippo- 
tcrates  and  Ejpicyderf  appfeafed  the  wrath  of  the  rcvoketa.  '  This  they 
did,  notfrotfi  humamty,  but,  thitthey  might  hold  them  2ls  hoftagea.- 

Taught  by  experience  how  eafijry  the  pepple  might  ibe  moted,  thb^f 
inftruded  a  foldier,  who  had  comfe  from  Leontium,  to  fpfetid  among 
the  citizens  of  Syracufe  the  falfe  intelligence  rf  ihfc  ma'flacre  of  the 
Leontlni ;  which  had  already  produced  fo  greftt  an  eied  upon  thA 
ariny*i  ;  ,  :.  i 

Not  only  the  multitude,  but  the  Senate  itfelf  of  this  inflammablt 
people,  gave  credit  to  this  maa'e  tale.  They  congratulated  themfelves 
oatheir  good  fortune  in  having  difcovered  the  cruel ;l^rit:of the  Ro- 
jnafis  befwe  they  had  found  an  occafion  of  infli^iog  the  fame  difgraec 
on  Syracufe! 

.  The  determination  to  d^ut  thegates  was  general/  Tothtt. maft  nerit 
iBdi)C(e4  l^y  a  fear  of  the  Romans }  but  fome  took  this  fte^  i»  a  wett* 
founded  precaution  againft  Hippocrates  and  Epicydes^.  Tbefe  men 
]»Owev«r  wer?  already  at  the  gate  of  Tyehe/ which  is  called  HexM 
pyloa,  Qf  the  fix-door  gate,  when  the  pebple.iinmcdiatriy  began  to 
dfif»afi4  it;  fliould  J^e  opened,  and  they  and  ihelr  army  marched  intd 
tb&city/ ;  Ja  .vain,  did  the  Scrategi  command,  threaten,  and,  forgetful 
of  their  dignity,  condefcend  to  entreat. .  The  people  were  deaf,  the 
»my  vr^  a4mitte4*  Achradlna  wai  tiken^  and  the  Strategi  were  mtir* 
j^^^  :t  iCqBM?  ^  th^^  excepted,  who  efcaped  amid  the  tumiA. 
:  N^ht  ^gut  ^  ent|  tp  the  raaflacre ;  and  the  following  day  the  Saves 
Y^f^[^:fref,  the  prifori»*werc  opened,  and  a  tumultuous  adembiy  of 
this  coadRftfedr  multitude  eleded  Hippocraftes  and  Epicydd^ab  Strategi  f, 
•  :W^n.<|ie.  BiJmaris,  who  were  at  Leondum, heard  of  thetranikaians 
of  Syracufe,  they  began  their  march.  The  -meffengers,  feht  by  Ajm 
pam^  with  difficulty  effiafwd:;  their  gaHey  having  been  fetzed  in  the 
haven. ::fo  that  not  only  the  rights.' of  peace  but  the  laws  of  war  Were 
tn&tngod.     The  Romans  encaimped' fiftieen  hunclred  paces  from  the 

,:^:\.      ^  •  city 
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city  al  Olympian  ;  a  village  fo  called,  aftef  the  temple  of  the  Olym- 
pian 2icu8  :  whence  they  fent  deputies  ;  whom,  that  they  might  not 
be  admitted  into  the  city,  Hippocrates  and  Epicydes,  attended  by  a 
guard)  went  to  me6t« 

One  of  the  Romans  declared,  ^^  they  came  not  as  enemies,  but  as 
^deliverers :  as  well  to  ihofe  who  fhould  take  refuge  among  them,  as 
^^  to  thofe  who  were  obliged  patiently  to  fubmit  to  (hameful  flavery. 
^^  They  came  as  the  revengers  of  betrayed  and  aiSaflinated  allies*  If 
^^  thofe  who  had  deferted  to  the  Romans  might  be  permitted  to  return, 
^  and  if  the  authors  of  murder  and  commotion  were  delivered  up^  Syra-* 
^  dife  fliould  be  rdaftated  in  its  liberties  and  lavrs  without  an  ap- 
"^  peal  to  arms. 

E{^cydes  concluded  aA  arrogant  anfwer  with  obferving  that,  ^  if 
^^  the  Romans  thought  (nrcper  to  attack  them,  the  difference  between 
H.bfltegtDg  Leontitim  and  Syracufe  would  foon  be  difcovered  ^/' 

.The  Romans  now  began  to  befi^  Syracufe  by  land  and  water : 
which  place  confifted  of  font  united  towns.  The  fleet  was  commanded 
by  Marcc^Uus ;  the  land  forces  by  Appus ;  and  both  attacked  the  city 
with  px^igious  machines :  playing  upon  it  vrith  baitft^^  and  cata^ 
p9^i  the  firft  to  throw  miifiles,  and  the  laft  to  batter  the  walls; 
while  the  light^armed  differs  and  archers  from  the  ihips  aflailed  the 
walls  of  Achradina,  where  the  Syracufians  were  felclom  fufiered  to  ap* 
pear  unchaftifed. 

'  AiTauks  like  thcfe  Syracuse  could  not  long  have  refifted,  had  not 
a  fage  in  the  city,  a  fingle  fage,  famiUarized  with  the  flars  of  hearon 
and  initiated  in  the  wonderful  fecrets  of  fcience,  previoufly  excr- 
died  his  invention,  out  of  inendOiip  for  Hiero,  in  the  conftruSionf  of 
war  machines ;  and  had  not  the  great  man,  now  that  his  country  was 
ill  danger,  increafed  his  fcMrmer  preparatory  fforcs  f* 

f  Compare  LiTy,lib.  zxiy.  53,  with  Folybius  yiIL  5  to  8,  and  with  Plutarch's  Life  of 
Marcellu8«  . .    .    .  ' 

Vol.il  3 1  Mar- 
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MarceHus  expedied  great  confequcnces  from  enormous  ftorming 
machines,  or  ladders ;  which  were  called  after  the  fambuca^  a  mufical 
iaftrument  of  the  Greeks,  and  which  were  fupported  by  two  galleys 
braced  to  each  other  :  the  rowers  of  one  fitting  on  the  right  fide,  and 
the  i$)wers  of  the  other  on  the  left.  The  machine  waa  long,  four 
paces- broad,  and  provided  with  fcaling  ladders:  the  upper  ends  of 
which,  being  raifed  in  the  manner  of  a  drawbridge,  were  let  down 
againft  the  wall.  Coane<3:ed  as  thefe  ladders  were  with  the  galleys 
that  carried  them,  they  had  been  compared  to  the  mufical  inftrument 
called  the  fambuca :  but  the  miffile  machines  of  Archimedes  Iboa 
deftroyed  ihtfambuca}  for  fome  of  his  machines  cafl;  fcMTth  leaden  bul-^ 
lets,  and  others  fragments  of  rock  of  ten  hundred  weight:  which 
ihattered  xhtfambuca  aad  the  galleys. 

Archimedes  caufed  the  walls  in  many  places  to  be  bored  through; 
the  outward  apertures  of  which  were  fmall,  but  within  they  were  capa- 
ble of  eontaining  a  man ;  and  from  thefe  the  Syracufiams  without  dan- 
ger to  themfelves,  difcharged  their  fmaller  miffiles  and  arrows  ^. 

Archimedes,  with  inexhauflible  art,  fhowered  and  flung  impIementSi 
of  deftrudion  on  the  enemy,  whether  diftant  or  near.  Thus,,  whea 
the  Romans  imagined  that^  by  approaching  the  walls,  they  (hoald 
efcape  the  danger  of  thofe  vail  machines  that  aflaulted  them  at  a  dif* 
tance,  they  found  themfelves  annoyed  with  (lodes  and  arrows,  from 
the  fecret  recefTes,  more  furioufly  than  before.  The.befiegers  could 
difcover  no  protedion  againfl  the  well  direded  beams  and  flones,  of 
incredible  fize,  which  were  difcharged  upon  their  latticed  turrets.. 
(>efga,  crates ypluteu) 

Archimedes  had  con(lru£ted  va£k  engine^  behind  the  walls-;  which 
now  fuddenly  funk  the  galleys,  of  the  Romans  by  inflantly  letting.beams. 
fall,  at  the  end  of  which  an  enormous  weight  was  fsdlened  ;  and  now 
by  the  aid  of  other  beams,  provided  with  hooks  which  might  be  called 
iron  hands^  that  no  lefs  rapidly  feized  on  the  galleys,,  lifted  them  up^ 

*  Polyb.  lib»  vitt.  Liv.  lib.  xxiv.  and  Flut.  Life  of  Mar. 
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whirled  \hcm  round  in  the  air,  hurling  the  crew  on  all  fides,  and  at  laft 
dafhing  the  fufpended  vefTel  againfl;  the  walls. 

So  great  was  the  terror  that  feized  upon  the  Romans  that,  if  they 
otAy  law  but  a  cord  hanging  from  the  walls,  or  a  projeding  lath,  they 
immediately  took  to  flight :  crying  Archimedes  is  going  to  aOault  us 
with  new  machines  * ! 

.  Marcellus  thus  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  change  the  fiege  into  a 
UodH^e ;  and  to  cut  off  the  fupplies  of  the  city,  by  land  and  water. 
'  In  die  fecond  campaign  he  left  Appius  at  the  head  of  the  befieging 
army,  and  marched  againft  other  towns  of  Sicily  that  had  taken  part 
with  the  Carthaginians*  Helorus  and  ErbefTus  furrendered ;  and 
Megara  was  taken  by  ilorm,  and  facked,  to  the  terror  of  the  other 
towns :  particularly  of  Syracufe.  This  was  about  the  time  Himilco 
knded  at  Minoa ;  with  twenty-^five  thoufand  foot,  three  thoufand 
korfe,  and  twelve  elephants. 

Unrenurked  by  the  befiegers,  Hippocrates  marched  by  night  out 
of  Syracufe,  with  ten  thoufand  foot  and  five  hundred  hotfe^  and  en- 
camped near  Acrilla  f  ;  which  fituation  muft  have  been  about  half  a 
day's  journey  north,  beyond  Capo  Pajfaro  %.  Marcellus  left  Agrigen- 
tum,  where  his  intentions  had  been  fruflrated,  it  having  been  pre* 
vioufly  taken  by  Himilco,  and  unexpededly  fell  upon  Hippocrates, 
defeated  him,  by  the  victory  prevented  feveral  towns  from  revolting, 
and  marched  back  to  the  camp  of  the  Romans  that  lay  before  Syracufe. 
•  Himilco,  after  taking  Morgentium  §,  endeavoured  to. induce  feveral 
towns  to  declare  in  favour  of  Carthage ;  and  Pinnarius,  the  Roman 
commander  in  Enna,  difcovered  that  the  inhabitants  had  a  fecret  un- 
dcrftanding  with  Himilco.  The  chiefs  of  the  town,  pretending  to  feel 
offended  it  unmerited  diftruft,  demanded  of  him  the  keys  of  the  gates ; 
firffc  entreating,  then  prefling,  and  atiaft  threatening ;.  fupported  by  the' 
ai6s  of  the  clamorous  people:  but  Pinnarius  had  cautioned,  arnied, 

*  Liv.  xxiv.        .     +  Cap.  xxv.  4  Vid.Cluv.  Map,  Sic  §  Cap.  xitxvi. 
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and  arranged,  his  foldiers ;  who^  on  a  given  figtial,  ruihedf  fword  in 
hand  upon  the  inhabitants,  who  had  no  forefight  of  this  attack,  ma&a>^ 
cred  them  in  their  rage,  aad  in  this  manner  prefervcd  one  of  the 
ilrong  holds  of  Sicily,  which  was  impregnable,  for  tbe'  itomansi 
Marcellus  favoured  this  action,  and  gave  Uf^  the  booty  of  the  plua<^ 
dered  Enna  to  the  foldiers  *. 

Marcellus  fuffered  Appius,  who  was  denroiis  of  the  conlidar  dignitj^ 
to  depart  for  Rome ;  and,  in  his  ftead,  gave  the  command  tx%  T^  Qmiio 
tius  Crifpinus ;  while  he  himfelf  took  up  his  winter  (|uartei8  ia  a  pface- 
called  Leon,  five  thoufand  paces  from  Syracufe  f  • 

In  the  fpriog  of  the  third  year,  MarceUus  waa  doubtful'  wfacidiitt  hr 
{hduld  march  againft  Himilco  and  Hippocrates,,  a^id  endieavottr  to  con^ 
quer  Agrigentum^  or  &ould  continue  the  iiege  of  Sy tacufe  y  which.  £mi 
his  power  at  defiance,  and  unntolefted  receWed  fi^plies  from  Gaithagei. 
He  determined  however  to  make  a  trial  of  artifice  i  by  means  of  the 
^gitives  fronl  Syracufe,  who  had  taken  refuge  with  him  :.  bitt  this  was 
difcovered^  and  Epycides  caufed  thofe  in  the  city,  who-  held<ioirdpond>-^ 
Qnce  with  the  confyirators,  ta  be  put  to  dieath  widi  tortutes^ 

Soon  afterward^.  Damippus,  a  Lacedemootan  £r&t  by  die  Syracufiaas^ 
to  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  was  taken  piifooer  by  the  Romaos^ 
]^picydes  wi(hed  to  ranlbm  him ;  to  which  Marcelhis  was  not  difin* 
clined,  becaufe  the  Romans,  at  that  time^  begaa  to  ihew  themfebes 
well  difpofed  toward  the  j£tolians,  who  were  the  allieaof  the  Lacede^ 
monians.  This  negotiation  occafioned  fereral  meetings  near  a  hnven 
of  Syracufe ;  which,^  to  dilHnguifh  it  from  the  twa  odiers^  waa  called 
after  a  neighbouring  village  the  Trogiliaa  haven. 

From  this  place  a  Roman  meafured  the  he^t  of  the  wait  with  his; 
eye,  counted  the  number  of  fiones  as  they  Ury  0ae  over  th4  othec^ 
found  that  according  to  his  eftimatethe  height  was  not  fo  confiden^k 
as  it  had  been  fuppofed,  and  commuiiicated  his  remadcs  to^  Maxmllus  ^ 

«  Cap.  xxxm  waniiu  sad  xtxia..  t  Csy.  mix. 
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whd?  ^d  nor  hegleSt  the  advice  of  the  Ibldier,  but  otiljr  vCaited  a  fa*- 
Yourable  opportunity  for  carrying  it  into  execution,  TTiis  was  foon 
afforded  faim^  at  t&e  feftival  of  Diana;  ^hich  continued  three  days, 
and  on  whkb  occafion,.  as  delicate  vianda  were  fcarce  in  the  befieged 
€ity,  the  wine  was  the  more  IfceraHy  diftributed  by  Epicydes.    * 

Night  bemg  come  and  the  ladders  prepared,  fbme  fdcGt  warriors 
mounted  tbe  wall  j^and,  encouraged  by  their  example,  others  folio  wed.- 
ftom  tbe  wall- they  gttded  to  ihe  gate  Hexapyion  * ;  meeting  with 
fittle  refiftadcey  and  putting  their  few  opponents  to  the  fwonl^     They: 
now  began  to  batter  at  ooe  of  the  fix  d^oors  of  the  gate  Hexapylon* 
Mekit  wbile^  aJi  the  trumpets^  of  the  Romans  founded  the  aiTault  on* 
the  walls  s' and  fonte  of  the  foldiers  had  already  rufhed  forward  to 
Epipote.  Wlieri  the  morning  appeared,  the  gate  was  forced,  Mar^ellus- 
marched  withi  his  whofe  aiJmy  inta  that  quarter  of  the  city,  and  Epicy- 
des,  not  fupj^ofihg  the  enemy  thac  had  gained  entrance  thus  powerful,, 
haftily  left  the  ifland  to  march  t0  Epipola :  but,  after  a  vain  attack,,  re- 
treated with  his  army  to  Achradina-^  lefs  from  the  fear  of  the  Romany, 
than  from  the  dread  of  treachery^  and  becailfe,af  he  longer  delayed,.he: 
might  find  the  gate  that  lid  front  Achradina  to  the  ifland  blockaded; 
*  When  Marccllus,  from  th*  high  ground  where  he  was,  overlooked^ 
the  city,,  the  tears  flood  in  his  eyes :.  partly  fays  Livy  from  the  joy 
excited  by  his  fucceis,  and  pardy  by  die  remembrance  of  the  former^ 
glory  of  Syrsbcufe.    Knagihation  conjured  up  the  funk  fleets  of  the^ 
Athenians,  and  the  deftrti^klon  of  their  two  mighty  armies,  with  their 
two  famous  leaders.   He  recolledled  Ae  dangerous  wars  that  Syracufe 
had  waged  s^ainft  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  powerful  tyrants  and 
Idngs  o£  that  cityr  among  whom  he  diftinguifhed  Hierothe  Great,, 
whofe  recent  memory  he  aflfociated-with  thoughts  upon  thefortunev  the: 
fHendlhip,  and  the  virtue  of  the  man  :  which  were  the  dearer  to  the* 
Bjomans  becaxife,  while  as  a  King  he.  had'  fteadfaftly  preferved  his' 

*  lit.  xr^  cap;  2^ 
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attachment  to  Rome,  he  had  fubjeded  his  coiwtry  by  making  himfelf 
its  benefa^on 

While  this  paffed  in  his  mind,  the  affliaing  idea  occurred  that  this 
noble  city,  probably  within  an  hour,  nxight  be  wholly  confumed  by 
flames.  Therefore,  before  he  made  an  aflault  upon  Achradios^  he  feat 
fome  of  the  Syracufians,  that  were  with  him,  with  conciliatory  propo- 
iitions  :  hoping  they  might  be  moved  to  a  voluatary  furrender  *. 

The  walls  and  gates  of  Acbradina  were  guarded  by  defi^rtgrs  ;  wfrc^ 
defpairit^  of  pardon  for  themfelves,  (hut  up  every  entrance  againft  the 
perfons  deputed  by  Marcellus,  and  refuCed  thepi  a.hpari^g.  r 

Marcellus  ftationed  his  army  between  Tyche  and  Neapolis;.  two 
quarters  of  Syracufe;  after  he  had  made  a  vain  attempt  tQ  perfuade 
Philodemus,  the  commander  of  the  high  fortrefs  of  Eiiryelus,  to 
furrender.  He  chofe  this  ftatlon  becaufe  the  place  was  not  the  popu- 
lous part  of  the  city,  that  he  might  reftrain  the  pillage  of  the.foldiers ; 
and  hither  deputies  came  to  him,  from  Tyche  and  Neapolis,  prefenting 
the  olive  branch,  and  entreating  that  they  might  be  preferved  from 
murder  and  conflagration ;  and,  aft?r  holding  a  council  of  war,  he 
promifed  protedion  to  the  free.  All  others  be  .gave  up  as  the  booty  of 
the  foldiers;  and  immeafurable  was  the  plunder  of  a  city*  which  had 
flourifhed  fo  long*  Philodemus  now  furrendered  the  fortrefs  of  Eurye- 
ius ;  after  he  had  procured  a  free  retreat^  for  himfelf  and  his  tropps^  to 
Epicydes,  ■ 

Bomikar,  the  Carthaginian  admiral-,  during  ^  ftormy  night,  fecretly 
failed  from  the  haven  of  Syracufe,  with  five-and-thirty  (hips,  left  five- 
and- fifty  behind,  haftened  to  Carthage,  and  foon  returned  with  a  hun- 
dred fail  j"» 

Hippocrates  and  Himilco  came  unexpededly . with  an  army  upon, 
the  Romans ;  whom  they  attacked,  aided  at  the  fame  time  by  Epicydes 
and  the  garrifon  of  Achradina,  while  the  Carthaginian  fleet  was  (o 

•  Cap.  xxiv.  t  C^p.  XXV. 
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ftationed  that  it  cut  off  all  commumcation  between  Marcellus  and 
Cfifpiniis  J  one  of  whom  however  rcpulfed  Hippocrates,  and  the  other 
EpicydeS. 

Nor  were  the  evils  of  war  fufficient :  they  were  increafed  by  a  pefti- 
lence,  the  infedioti  of  which  contintied  to  fpread  in  confequence  of  the 
air  of  the  place^the  feafon  df  ^heyear,  and  the  multitude  of  the  fick  ; 
efpecially  in  the  camps  without  the  city^  which  were  not  fheltered  by 
^he  cooling  {hade  of  the  houfes.  The  waitings  of  death  were  heard  day 
and  night ;  till  the  people  were  fo  accuftomed  to  mifery  that  they  fir(f 
became  indifferent,  and  afterward  ib  bewildered  that  they  not  only 
beheld  the -dying  without  a  tear,  but  lik^vife  negleded  to  inter  them  r 
by^  which  the  air  was  f^ndetredmorepeftilefttial/  The  Carthaginian^^ 
who  could  neither  fly  to  the  towns,  like  their  Sicilian  allies,  nor  like  the 
Romans  had  been  iufiiciently  long  at  Syracufe  to  be  accuftomed  to  the 
air,  air  died  ;  and,  with  them,  their  tWo  generals,  Hippocrates  an<f 
Uiniilcp.  O^theiComans  manyliibewift  fell  a  fdcrifiee  to  the  con*- 
tagion*.' '  ''.'[*''•' 

The  land  army:  of  Cartfaitge  having  baea  thus,  drftroyed,  Bomilcat 
once  more  failed  back  with  the  fleet ;  and  once  more  returned  with  a 
hundr^ and.  thirty  war  galleys, and  feven  hundred  trahfports :  but  con- 
trary winds  Wionld  not  iuflfer  bim  to  piafathe  ptoiqontory  c&Pathymis^ 
r  Epicydes,  fearful  that  thefe  winds  wonhi  induce  Bomilcar  once  more 
td  fait  tO' Africa,  left  thd  defence;  of  Achradina  to  his  kaders,'  and  went 
ou  board  the  fleet  pf  Bocukar.in  order  to  ptrfuade  him  to  hazard  a. 
baffle. 

Marcellus  bad  likewife  an  incHQ»tio^  tf3  «;ngage,  before  Bomikar 
a^yija^  t^jpined  by  his  alliesii  and  fjurroudid' the* Romans  by  land  and 
igoa'i  for,,ihotitd  th$t  happen,  Marcellus  faw  that  all  l^cily  would  army 
aa  enemies^  agaioft  the  Romans ;  he  therefore  failed  to  face  Bomilcan 

TJie  twp  fle^  now,  appeared  off  Pacbynus ;  and,  as  the  cafl:  wkid 
b<^^  -to  a^a)j$>  iBopaikar  w^igh^d  anchor  in  all  appearance^aft)6i^  tq» 
gaiftthc  f^eg.  f€9t  and  pafs  tl^j&  pTomontqxy :  but^.yro^A  hjp  diicpi^treii. 

*  Cap.  xYii..' 

the 
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the  Roman  fleet,  he  was  fiiddeply  ieia^d  with  lerror;  though  hia  force 
if^as  fiiperior  to  that  of  Marc^Uus :  andt  ^JV^  ^^  ^icMj  to  Tareatuiiit 
he  fent  orders  to  the  tranfports,  that  lay  before  Minoa,  to  r^funi  to 
Africa* 

Epicydes,  difappointed  in  his  bopes^  w«qt  to  Agrlg^^ntutn ;  more 
with  the  intention  of  waiting  to  fe«  whfit  tujrn  «&k8  yfn^  H^  than 
<^  ading  oflfenftvely  ^* 

The  departure  pf  Eptcyd9$  iuid  the  fligbii  of  the.  GartlaagiQianahiwg: 
IcHQwn  in  th^  Sicilian  campi  an  embafly  w«$  fent  to  MarcqUwy  and  a 
treaty  of  pen^e  was  fpoti  concluded ;  by  lihlchJtwas  ftipukted  that 
llome  flipuld  govern  Symcufe  with  Jkiiigly  powto^aiidi  that  all.  the 
tribes  of  Sicily  fhould  bfi  p«rfi|ittffd  to  ikt^rwcordiiig  tsu  llioti  (9wn 
laws* 

The  I^Uinns  ia^parte^  tbefe  CDRdttioos  to  thebofieged ;  MprefeAting 
to  them  that  they,  KIce  fricnd«>  ImkI  madci  a  common  caufe  with  Syra- 
•cufiPi  aad  e};hor$ed  them  to  fmrtitdcr.  Three  of  tbfe  ehiefajof  Epicyika 
Were  maflacred,  and  the  people  were  inclined  to  give  ear.  to  the 
Komans:  however  they  pcoodedcd  to  eleA  hew&ratcgi* 

On  the  part  of  the  Romans  no  ohftaclea  were  laifed  ;  but  many  by 
the  defeiten  in  the  dty^  who  endeavoured  ta  bring  the  foldiws  over 
to  their  opinion  hy  perfqadihg  them  that  they  were  in  equal  danger; 
md  Acctwdingly  an  infttrndion  took  places  in  which  the  SfiM^  and 
many  of  the  ddzens  were  murdered,  and  the  hdufes  were  plundered^ 
After  this  three  kaders  were  chofen  in  Achradina,  and  diree  in  the 
ifland :  but  the  foldiers,  foon  coming  to  a  fenfe  of  their  error,  e^ded 
a  ip€t£t&  recohciliatioQ  with  the  ambafllidors  of*Marce)kis« 

Among  the  three  newly  named  commanders  iti  AchradxM,  dier6 
was  a  Spaniard,  wlu^e  name  was  Mericus,  and  to  whom  MarcfeUuis  kM 
a  countryman  of  his  own,  who  ferved  with  his  Spanifli  allies ;  exciting 
ftAwkua  fecretly  to  favour  Marcelks.  Mericus  agretcl  to  the  propo- 
iidomsof  the  Roman  ;  to  whom  he  evened  the  gate  cf  the  ifiahd/ near- 
the  %ing  of'  AycthuTa^     Mi^rcellus  likewiTe  attadcedi  AcKrafflna  with* 

••  Oip,  jxfiu 

'  his 
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lus  whole  army  $  and  the  Romans,  being  now  in  poflefiion  of  thefe 

two  quarters,  were  thus  entirely  mafters  of  the  city. 

.    Marcellus  fcnt  a  Quseftor  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  royal  treafury, 

placed  a  goard  before  the  houfes  of  the  citizens  who  had  come  over  to 

the  Roman  camp,  and  gave  up  the  city  to  plunder.     It  was  the  opinion 

of  Livy  that  Carthage  itfelf,  had  it  fallen  at  that  time  into  the  handa 

pf  the  Romans,  would  not  have  afforded  a  richer  booty* 

.    The  deferter&had  found  time  and  opportunity  for  fi^ht  *. 

While  the  fpirit  of  cruelty  and  plunder  r^ged,  and  the  din  of  a  con- 
quered and  facked  city  was  every  where  heard  to  howl,  Archimedes^ 
hb  whole  foul  abforbed  in  a  mathematical  queftion,  was  defcribing  lines 
In  the  iand;  when  a  Roman  fuddenly  flood  before  him,  and  favagely 
commanded  him  to  follow  him  to  Marcellus.  Archimedes  looked  up, 
and  bade  him  wait  till  he  had  folved  his  problem ;  and  the  foldier,  im« 
patient  at  the  delay,  ftruck  him  to  the  heart. 

This  murder  deeply  afflidied  Marcellus.  He  ordered  the  great  man 
to  be  honourably  interred  ;  and  revered  his  memory  by  every  proof  of 
kindnefs  to  his  furviving  relations  f. 

From  one  of  tl^e  oratipns  of  Qcero  againfl  Verres,  it  appears  that 
M^ceUus  fpared  the  ftatues  of  the  Gods.  Neither  did  he  give  up 
Syracufe  to  unlimited  fackage  :  nor  flid  he  take  :any.  thing  for  himfelf, 
but  with  the  plunder  of  this  city  embelU&ed  Rome.  ^^  It  was  his 
^  opinion,"  faid  the  wife  Cigerp, "  th«t  his  houfe  wpuld  be  an  ornament 
*Vto  the  city  (  provided  ^he  ornameots  of  the  city  were  not. confined 
«  to  his  houfe  4:/' 

Syracufe  was. captured  in  the  519th  year  after  it  was  a  fecond 
time  founded,  by. Archia*  the  CpriQthian :  Rome  having  then  been 
built  540  years  ;  that  being  the  third  year  of  the  i4ifl  Olympiad,  and 
jii  2  years  before  ^  birjh  <^,Chriii. 

•  Cap.  xxviii  to  xxxi.                        f  Cap.  xxxi.— Pint.  Life  of  Marcellus. 
X  Putavk^  ft  uHh  ornameHta  doMum  Juam  mn  contu/ifet,  damum  fuam  ornaminto  urH 
fitturam.    Cicy  ia^Vonem ^       ,,    . 
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From  this  time,  all  Sicily  became  a  Roman  province ;  and  was  treated 
by  that  proud  people  with  a  diftinguiflbed  mildnefs  :  till,  about  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  years  after  this  period,  Verres,  the  Roman  Praetor,  there 
exercifed  fhamefiil  ads  of  voluptuoufnefs,  rapacity,  and  cruelty;  which 
Cicero,  with  all  the  fire  of  his  eloquence,  in  his  fiKceflive  orations 
againft  this  monfter,  has  defcribed,  ftigraatifed,  and  rendered  immortah 

Among  the  many  deathlefs  a6ts  of  this  great  and  dignified  man,  who 
was  once  the  faviour  of  his  country  and  afterward  waged  glorious  war 
Bgainft  infatiable  oppreffion,  among  thefe.afts,  his  orations  againft  Ver- 
res may  be  reckoned  as  one  of  the  chief.  By  thefe,  he  gained  the  ap- 
probation of  the  good  ;  but  drew  down  upon  himfdf  the  hatred  of 
many  of  thofe  men,  who  had  either  enriched  themfelves  by  the  plun- 
der of  the  provinces,  or  hoped  for  future  riches  by  means  thus  bafe. 

There  is  no  crime  that  can  be  conceived  of  which  Verres  was  not 
guilty.  He  purloined  from  the  public  treafury,  plundered  whole 
cities  and  provinces,  robbed  the  temples,  fet  juftice  up  to  fale,  gave  up 
the  ifland  to  pirates,  applied  the  money  appointed  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  marine  to  his  own  fccret  purpofes,  extorted  new  taxes,  and  laid 
his  rapacious  hands  on  the  private  property  of  the  rich*  Many  of  the 
innocent  he  threw  into  prifon  j  and,  in  a  manner  till  then  unheard  of, 
drove  a  ufurious  trade  with  the  miferies  of  thefe  unfortunate  people. 
So  much  muft  be  paid,  by  afflided  friends  and  parents,  for  permiffion 
to  fee  the  prifoners :  fo  much  for  leave  to  bring  them  food  :  and  fo 
much  for  the  favour  of  not  infliding  torture,  when  they  were  put  to 
death.  When  long  imprifonment  and  the  very  manner  of  the  death  of 
the  vidimsto  his  cruelty  had  contributed  to  enrich  him,  yet,  that  he 
might  deprive  furviving  friends  of  the  laft  confdation,  the  body  was 
thrown  to  the  wild  beafts. 

Even  the  number  of  the  crimes  of  Verres  gave  him  confidence. 
His  exactions  had  been  fo  exorbitant  that  he  hoped  to  purchafe  his 
fafety.  Nor  were  thefe  hopes  groundlefs :  it  required  all  the  fortitude, 
extraordinary  gifts,  and  fire  of  a  Gcero^  that  heihould  at  laft  be  brought 

to 
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tojuitice,  and  punifhed.  Yet,  how  punifhed?  By  a  moderate  fine  ; 
to  which  he  voluntarily  added  felf-banifhment.  The  vigilance  of  his 
great  accufer  was  fuccefsful,  in  difcovering  that  Verres  had  his  fecrct 
confederates  in  Rome  ;  who  undertook,  as  a  fpeculation  in  trade,  to 
buy  off  the  judges  for  a  ftipulated  fum.  But  Cicero  rendered  this  in- 
credibly impudent  plan  abortive  j  and  introduced  the  right  by  which 
the  accufer,  as  well  as  the  accufed,  might  objed  to  a  certain  number 
of  the  judges  j  and,  while  he  made  this  difgraceful  projedl  public,  he 
laid  what  was  probably  a  neceffary  reftrainton  the  remaining  judges.  . 

The  orations  of  Cicero,  while  they  unveil  the  iniquity  of  Ven-c(S, 
afford  us  a  glance  of  the  conftitution  of  the  Roman  Empire  ;  at  which 
we  cannot  but  fhudden  We  too  often  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  dazzled 
by  piftures  of  Roman  freedom,  during  the  laft  ages  of  the  republic : 
particularly  from  the  time  of  the  Gracchi,  while  contention  and  cor* 
ruption  ruled  in  Italy  and  in  Rome,  and  oppreffion  and  rapine  in  the 
Roman  world.  And  fuch  oppreffion,  fuch  rapine,  fuch  mifery,  that 
the  moft  outrageous  of  the  Emperors  indubitably  treated  the  province* 
with  lefs  cruelty  than  was  cxercifed  upon  them,  while  under  this  fa* 
mous  Republic! 

From  the  time  that  all  Sicily  became  a  Roman  province,  Syracufe 
ihared  the  general  fate  of  the  ifland. 

In  the  war  between  Auguftua  and  Sesjtua  Pompeius,  this  city  fuf- 
fered  very  much  from  the  latter  ;  and  Augjiftus,  by  whom  it  was  fa- 
voured, in  part  reftored  it,  and  fent  a  colony  thither  :  though  he  only 
permitted  that  part  adjoining  to  the  ifland  of  Ortygia,  called  Achradina, 
to  be  rebuilt  *. 

In  the  time  of  the  Greek  Emperor,  Bafilius,  Syracufe^  after  a  valiant 
defence,  in  which  every  age  and  fex  took  a  mod  zealous  part,  was  con- 
quercdi  plundered,  and  deftroyed  by  the  Saracens ;  and  many  of  the 
inhabitants  were  maffacred*  From  this  timef,  the  ifland  of  Ortygia 
only  was  inhabited. 

♦  Strabo,  lib.  vi.  f  FazcUo,  vi.  and  Amico* 
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In  the  year  1086,  Roger  the  Norman,  Count  of  Sicily,  took  Syra-* 
cufe  from  the  Saracens.  After  the  death  of  Roger,  it  defcended  ta  Yih 
nephew,  Tancred  ;  who  was  like  wife  called  Count  of  Syracufe. 

During  the  minority  of  the  Emperor,  Frederick  the  Second,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  people  of  Pifa  feized  on  the 
city.  The  Genoefe  funk  every  Ihip  in  the  harbour,  took  Syracufe, 
and  put  all  the  people  of  Pifa  to  death. 

Alemanno  Cofta,  the  general  of  the  Genoefe,  who  ftyled  himfelf  by 
the  grace  of  God,  and  of  the  Republic  of  Genoa,  Count  of  Syracufe, 
attacked  the  Venetians ;  and  the  government  of  Syracufe  reverted  to 
the  Emperors  of  the  Swabian  line,  who  were  Kings  of  Sicily** 

In  the  year  X348,  the  city  was  vifited  feverely  by  the  plague  j  and, 
afterward  diftraded  by  internal  commotions* 

The  following  letter  will  give  you  an  account  of  ,the  ruins  of  thi* 
once  fovereign  city,  and  of  its  prefent  condition  ;  eitbibiting  the  vaft 
Syracufe,  which  once  confifted  of  four  towns,  fi^yaho-a-oXi^s  ^vgaKoaca^ 
now  limited  to  a  fmall  iflancl :  an  affefting  taontiment  of  the  viciffitudtf: 
ef  human  affairs  and  of  the  infignificance  of  earthly  grandeur*. 

FlKPAR,  Pyth.  Till.  cp.  8. 

Child  of  a- dtiy,  what  art  thou,  man  ?- 
A  dream  of  fliadows !  nothing  more  : 
Unlefs  the  Gods  impart  a  rajr 
To  give  thee  lights  and  give  thee  life* 


'  Amico  Lex.  Top.  Sic.. 
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LETTER    XCIL 

Syracufe,  ift  Jutjr,  1792^ 

HE  moft  celebrated  of  the  ancient  writers  all  agree,  ia 
the  general  defcription  they  give  of  the  power,  and  the  fovereignty,  of 
ancient  Syracufe. 

In  the  time  of  its  profperity,  the  city  was  a  hundred  and  eighty 
ftadia  in  circucnference  :  that  is^  two-and-twenty  Italian  miles  and  a 
half  J  or  upward  of  live  and  a  half  of  geographical,  nearly  four  common. 
German  miles. 

The  following  extract,  from  one  of  the  orations  of  Cicero  againflr 
Verres,  will  prove  what  Syracufe  was,  long  after  the  lofs  of  its  free- 
dom* "  That  Syracufe  is  the  greateft  and'  moft  beautiful  of  all  the* 
**  Greek  cities  you  have  often  been  told ;  and' you  have  been  told  the 
"  truth.  Its  ftrong  fituation  on  every  fide,,  by  land  and  fea,  is  lordly  to 
^  view.  Its  havens  are  enclofed  by  the  city  itfelf ;  by  which  they  are 
"  overlooked.  From  different  entrances,  they  join  their  ftreams  in  one 
•*  common  outlet.  That  part  of  Syracufe  which  is  called:  the  ifland,  in: 
•*  confequence  of  the  jundion  of  the  waters,  is  feparated  by  a  fmall  arm^ 
**  of  the  fea  from  the  city  j  to  which  it  is  again*  united  by  a  bridge. 

"  So  great  is  the  fize  of  Syracufe  that  it  is  ufual  to  fay  it  confiils  of. 
^  four  cities.  One  of  thefe  is  the  ifland  ;  which,  girded*  by  two  ha- 
^  vens,  extends  itfelf  at  the  mouth  of  each  :.  and  in  this  ifland  is  the- 
*•  building  which  was  the  citadel  of  Hiero,.and  which  now  ferves  as  the 
•*  refidence  of  the  Roman  Prsetors*.  It  contains  feveral  temples :  of 
*^  which  the  two  grandeft  are  the  temple  of  Diana  and; the  temple  of 
**  Minerva.  On  the  extreme  fide  of  the  ifland  there  is  a  fweet  fpring,. 
*•  that  i»  called  Arethufa ;  of  an  incredible  fize,  and  well  ftored  with^ 
^  fifh.  It  would  be  wholly  overflowed  by  the  fea,  did  not  a  flone  daou 
guard  it  againft  the  waves* 

2  ^^Anothcrr 
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"  Another  of  the  towns  of  Syracufe  is  called  Achradiua  :  in  which  is 
"  a  great  forum,  beautiful  colonnades,  a  hzndSomt  prytaneum*^  a  fpa- 
**  cious  fenate  houfe,  and  a  noble  temple  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter* 
The  remaining  part  of  this  town  confifts  of  a  long  ftreet,  that  is  in- 
terfered by  many  others  ;  which  contain  the  houfes  of  the  citizens* 
The  third  town  is  called  Tyche :  becaufe  an  ancient  temple  of 
**  Fortuna  was  here  built.  It  had  an  extenfive  gymnafium,  and  many 
**  facred  buildings ;  and  was  an  exceedingly  populous  part  of  Syracufe. 
**  The  fourth  town,  which  was  built  the  laft,  is  called  Neapolis ;  and, 
*^  in  the  higheft  part,  contains  a  great  theatre,  two  excellent  temples^ 
*•  one  dedicated  to  Ceres,  the  other  to  Libera,  and  the  large  grand 
•*  ftatue  of  Apollo,  furnamed  Teminites+Z' 

As  Cicero  names  only  four  towns,  or  parts  of  Syracufe,  and  as  other 
writers,  Greek  and  Roman,  ftate  their  number  at  five,  the  remark  of 
Cluverius  appears  indubitably  to  have  been  juft ;  when  he  tells  us  that 
Epipolse,  as  it  is  clearly  fliewn  in  Livy :}:,  was  not  inhabited  by  citizens, 
but  was  garrifoned  with  ibldiers,  in  war  time,  for  defence. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  ^cond  Pythian  ode,  which  is  infcribed  to 
Hiero  the  Firft,  the  brother  of  the  great  Gelo,  Pindar  mentions  this 
city  with  an  epithet  by  which  it  is  charaderized ; 

*  This  vas  the  name  of  a  hall  in  Athens}  in  which  the  preGdents  of  the  Senate  afiem- 
Uedy  «n  particular  occafions.  Thefe  prefidents  confided  of  a  part  of  the  five  hundred 
fenators.:  a  twelfth  part  of  whoai^  each  month  in  the  year,  enjoyed  tliis  privilege.  Public 
feftivals  were  held  in  the  Prjiamum;  and  it  was  here  that  thofe  who  had  deferved  well  of 
their  country  were  feaftcd,  and  even  their  relations  after  their  death :  as  may  be  fecn  in 
Potter's  Archxologia.    TTie  Prytaneum  of  Syracufe  was  dedicated  to  the  fame  purpofe* 

f  Libera  was  a  name  of  Proferpine,  Vet  us  eft  hac  op'uno'-'infulam  SicUtam  totam  ejfe  &- 
nri  et  Proferpimt  conftcrntam — Raptam  ejfe  Lilcram^  quam  earn  Jem  Proferplnam  vocant^  ex 
Bnnettjium  rtemorc^    CiC£R0  in  Verrem. 

J  Lit.  XXV.  24. 
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AeufjLoneu  rfofot*. 

Amico  cftimatcs  the  number  of  the  former  inhabitants  of  Syracufe 
at  a  million ;  and  Riedefel  at  twelve  hundred  thoufand  fouls.  I  do 
not  know  the  authorities  for  thefe  eftimates  of  two  modern  writers  j 
but  they  do  not  appear  to  me  exaggerated,  as  Diogenes  Laertius  gives 
eight  hundred  thoufand  people  for  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
ancient  Agrigentum.  Neither  ought  it  to  be  forgotten  that,  on  an 
average,  there  were  four  flaves  to  one  free  man.  The  number  of  free 
men,  in  ancient  Syracufe,  might  furely  confift  of  three  hundred  thou^ 
land ;  and  a  city,  which  was  four  common  German  miles  in  circum- 
ference, might  certainly  afford  room  for  a  million  of  people  :  efpecially  * 
as  four-fifths  of  the  number  confifted  of  flaves,  who  were  thronged 
together  in  a  very  narrow  compafs. 

On  the  16th  of  June  in  the  forenoon,  we  vifited  Saverio  Landolina 
Nava ;  a  knight  of  Malta,  and  a  perfon  to  whom  ftrangers,  luckily  for 
therafelves,  are  ufually  recommended.  He  poffefles  a  knowledge  of 
the  prefent  country  and  of  antiquity,  is  an  acute  reader  of  Greek,  and' 
a  pleafant  and  worthy  man.  A  few  traits  fufficiently  proved  to  me 
the  perfpicuity  with  which  he  interpreted  many  pafTages^  in  ancient 
writers,  that  had  formerly  been  thought  obfcure. 

He  offered,  in  a  friendly  manner,  to  inftrud  us  in  the  antiquities  of 
the  city:  which,  from  a  perfon  who  to  accuracy  of  judgment  adds  fo 
much  knowledge,  was  to  us  highly  acceptable.  During  our  refidence 
of  fix  days,  he,  with  true  hofpitality,  dedicated  his  whole  time  to  us : 
for  which  I  think  myfelf  the  more  indebted  to  him  as  this  excellent 
man  fo  well  underftands  the  employment  of  his  hours* 

He  accompanied  us  to  the  cathedral ;  one  fide  of  which  refls  on 
twelve  or  thirteen  ancient  Doric  pillars,  which  it  is  fuppofed  belonged- 

^  Oh  gnat  twmy  Syracufe,  the-  fanftuary  of  warlike  Ares  (Mart),  godlike  nurfc  of  me* 
and  horfcs  that  delight  in  iron* 

to* 
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to  the  portico  of  the  temple  of  Minerva,  that  is  mentioned  by  Cicero 
in  the  paflage  I  have  cited.  At  prefent,  only  one  half  of  them  appear : 
the  other  half  having  been  walled  in,  when  this  temple  was  changed 
into  a  church.  The  temple  mud  have  been  about  as  large  as  that  in 
Egefta. 

Facing  the  cathedral  are  the  ftatues  of  the  apoftles,  Peter  and  Paul. 
The  following  infcription  is  under  that  of  Peter : 

Jpo/iohrum  Princtpi^  Fundatm  fuo^  Eccl^  SjracttfatiMp^ 

**  The  congregation  of  Syracufe  ereded  this  ftatue  to  the  chief  of 
the  Apoftles,  their  founder.** 

The  Syracufians  affirm  that  their  firft  bifliop  was  fent  them  by 
Peter. 

There  appears  to  me  to  be  much  dignity  in  the  infcription  of  die 
ftatue  of  St.  Paul:  who,  in  his  journey  from  Jerufalem  to  Rome,  was 
overtaken  by  a  ftorm,  ihipwrecked  at  Malta,  and  remained  three  days 
«t  Syracufe  *• 

Apofloh  Gentium,  Hofpitifu$y  Ecclejta  Syracufanap* 

**  The  congregation  of  Syracufe  ereded  this  ftatue  to  the  Apoftle  df 
the  Gentiles,  their  gueft." 

There  is  a  tradition,  and  a  probable  one,  that  Archimedes  drew  a 
tneridian  lin«  in  this  temple :  but  the  tale,  which  is  told  by  the  igno« 
rant,  that  the  meridian  ray  of  light,  which  paffed  through  the  opening 
of  the  temple  of  the  Olympian  Jupiter,  fell  in  this  temple  is  very 
abfurd.  One  meridian  ray  direded  through  two  different  buildings  I 
Buildings  that  were  one  of  them  in  the  ifland,  the  other  in  the  city^ 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  haven !  And,  in  addition,  a  very  elevated, 
and  almoft  perpendicular  meridian  ray  of  Sicily ! 

We  faw  a  ftone  in  the  Seminary  that  has  but  lately  been  found,  and 
that  contains  an  iofcription  which  appears  to  denote  that  there  either 

*  Afts  xxviii.  12, 

was 
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1^^  a  temple,  in  SyricuCb,  dedicated  to  all  the  Gods,  that  is,  a  Pan* 
tlit^on,  or  that  there  was  an  altar  thus  confeccated. 

.•[  ..-;       •  <;'     .• 

BASIAEoS  AFEMoNoX 
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;ji^  Up^f^  th^  reigpL  pf  King  Hiero,  the  fon  of  Hieroclcs,  the  Syracu* 
V  iiaos  confecratcd  it  to  all  the  Gods*." 

There  is  a  library  in  the  Seminary,  which  is  always  increafing:  but 
it  is  .the>0iiry  one  in  Syracufe.  The  Seminary  likcwife  contains  a  col- 
hQ^i^jofanoicBsyt  coins. 

.IWbww'e  entered  this  building,  the  heat  was  not  extreme:  but 
^hca  Iwe  : returned,  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  we  felt  the  wind 
mecfdog  us  as  hot  as  if  it  came  from  an  oven ;  we  being  then  in  the 
open.  air.  and  unproteded  by  {hade.  Some  of  us  were  immediately 
feized  ^ith  a  pain  id  the  breaft;  which  continued  as  long  a^  this  wind 
prevailed :  that  is,  about  three  hours.  Landolina  advifed  us,  when 
*we  camehdme,  tofhut^  the  windows,  Jekving  only  fufficient  light  to 
fee  to  read,  and  to  fprinkle  the  apartments  with  water. 

By  thefe  means,  the  air  of  the  houfe  became  fupportable.     Reau« 
mur  s  thermometer,  in  a  narrow  but  very  cool  court,  afcended  from 
2a^  to  51^ 
.    In  the  following  fummer  of  1793^  the  heat  in  England  rofe  to  31^, 

Men  were  difcovered  lying  dead  on  the  ground.  So  true  it  is  that 
the  fame  degree  of  heat,  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  is  by  no  means  fo  dan- 
gerous; as  when  it  viiits  a  country  where  the  air  is  not  equally  pure. 
Cigero  praifes  Syracufo  by  faying,  that,  there  is.no  day  in  the  wbplt 
ye^r  fo  cloudy  aSvfoic  the  fun  liot  once  to  appear.        • 

*  TKis  {hews  that  the  father  of  Hiero  the  Second  was  called  Hierocles :  a^  was  U|ero*s 
grandfori  and  fucceffor  t»  .     - 

t  Hieronymus,  we  are  told,  was  the  name  of  Hiero*i  ^nAdTon :  and  t\^  inibriptioA  proVe«  notbing  f 
the  convary.    T. 
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This  bot  wind  rages  with  fuch  excefe  qnly  once  ih  three  br  four 
years  ;  and  feldom  then  during  a  whole  day.  It  blows  from  thgfweft^ 
is  loaded  with  the  hot  vapours  cf  Africa,; and  is  therefore  fimilar  in  its 
cfFedls,  upon  this  eaftern  coaft,  to  thofeof  theScirocco,  upon  the  coun- 
try round  Palermo.  We  durft  not  leave  the  houfe  all  the  afternoon  ; 
but  cooled  ourfelves  with  ice,  and  ftrengthened  ourfelves  with  generous 
Syracufian  wine.  I  did  not  feel  myfelf  fo  entirely  overcome  by  Tan- 
guor  as  I  had  before  been  by  the  Sciroccd  wind:  but  theJSciroccO-di^ 
not  give  me  the  fame  pain  in  the  breaft. 

The  cuftom  of  taking  ice,  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  is  cotifid^red  afi  an 
iiidifpenfable  refrefliraent ;  and  as  a  powerful  remed}'',  m'mstny  difeafes% 
The  phyficians  of  thefe  countries  do  hot  giw  tnanymedicift^g;  but 
frequently  prefcribe  a  fevere  regimen,  and  prevejit  the  baleful  ef&fte 
of  various  difeafes  by  fuffering  the  fick,  for  feveral  days,  to  take  nothing 
but  water  cooled  by  ice,  fweet  oranges,  and  iced  fruits.  They  afcribe 
much  efficacy,  and  I  believe  truly^  to  the  external  and  internal  ufe  of 
water. 

Iced  milk,  fruits^  diocolate,  and  other  viands^  are  found  ih  moft  of 
the  towns.  They  do  not,  as  with  us,  ufe  ice  as  a  cooler,  but  fnow*; 
which  is  not  only  more  eafily  preferved,  than  ice,  but  it  is  fuppofed  by 
them  to  be  more  healthy.  That  fnow  is  more  eafily  preferved  appears 
evident ;  as,  in  warm  fummers,  our  ice  houfes  are  frequently  deficient: 
whereas  there  is  no  fcaurcity  of  fnow  in  the  hot  finnmers  of  the  South. 
It  is  preferved  partly  in  natural  cliffs  of  the  rocks,  and  partly  in  ca- 
verns }  which  they  dig  in  the  mountains  toward  the  north.  In  thefe 
the  fnow  is  clofely  packed  together ;  and,  to  give  it  a  durable  confift« 
ttkcj^  mixed*  with  draw,,  {and,  or,  in  volcanic  countries,  with  afhes. 

The  municipal  magiftrates  are  careful  to- make  a  fufiicient  provifion 

of  fnow;  and  would  be  in  danger,  from  the  anger  of  the  people,  if  a 

want  of  this  neceffary  ffiould  be  felt.  The  Government  of  Naples  takes 

upon  itfelf  to  provide  for  the  city ;  and  grants  a  man  the  privilege,  by 

*  The  German  wor^  is  vermfcht :  though  I  fufpcft  that  covered  i^  meant.    T. 

contcad^ 
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contraft,  of  fumifliing  four  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants  with  fnow. 
It  is  preferved  in  the  cliffs  and  cayerns  of  the  mountain  San  Angela : 
between  Caftell-a-Mare  and  Sorento.  Snow  is  brought  every  night  to 
the  fliore  on  the  tacts  of  afles ;  and  porters  are  then  loaded  with  it, 
by  whom  the  city  is  provided  for  the  following  day.  The  Neapolitans 
would  murmur  as  loudly,  were  they  without  fnow  for  a  fingle  day,  as 
our  foldiers,  when  in  camp,  if  they  could  procure  neither  brandy  nor 
tobacco.  The  contractor  is  fubjeiSed  to  a  fine  of  two  hundred  ducats, 
for  every  day  on  which  ttbci  city  is  oot  fufiiciently  fupplied  with 
fnow. 

Landolina  haa  led  me  to  remark,  the  cuftomary  ufe  of  fnow  among 
the  ancients.  .♦ 

Athenacus,  in  his  d^ird  book,  cites  many  paflages  from  writers  who 
fpeak  of  this  cufiom.     Ati  anci^ent  poet,  Alexis,  lays 

**  We  likewifc  provide  fnow  for  our  beverage/* 
Another  poet,  Euthycles,  has  this  paflage:  ; 

IlfAiTor  /Duy  iifff  h  xmiv  k-*  knot. 

*'  He  firft  enquired  if  fnow  were  fold.'* 

Atlienaeus  cites  a  paflage  from  Chares,  who  wrote  the  Hiftory  of 
Alexander  the  Great:  from  which  we  fee  that  Alexander  caufed  fnow 
to  be  preferved,  much  in  the  fame  manner  that  It  now  is  in  Italy  and 
Sicily.  At  the  fiege  of  an  Indian  town,  he  ordered  thirty  trenches  to 
be  dug  near  each  other,  filled  with  fnow,  and  covered  with  oak  boughs  : 
Jjecauffj,  faid  Chares^  the  fnow  in  this  manner  was  the  longer  pre- 
ferved. 

A  poet,  named  Stratis,  thua  fpcaks : 

^Ovm  y^  ynufi  m  3b9  hi 

-       .    ..   ,  ..       .     i     *    .  . .  .....      .i 
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**  No  one  willingly  drinks  warm  wine :  but  rather  fuch  as  ba*  bcem 
"  cooled  in  fpring^  and  mixed  with  fnow.^ 

Athenaeus  likewife  quotes  an  epigram,  by  Simonides,  the  chief  (ub*- 
je£t  of  which  is  fnow.  .^  .  ..  , 

■  ' '   Zanj  Iht^im  ywf  iTrivfa-afjt^rHy  '       ' 

•*  Rapidly  rufliing  from  Thrafce,  Bttneas  icttXttti  this  (now  on  the 

^  fides  of  Olympus.    Unmantled  men  pierced  he  with  cold  pains :  hut 

"  tiow  mild  did  He  become,  when'  he  was  living  'lodged  in  r*>^  '  la 

*^  earth  t     I  therefore  cannot  think  it  feendy  to  offer  watm  water  to  a 

"  friend,  as  his  firft  beverage  at  a  banquet.." 

Cafaubon  fays,  ym  'W^^tscxS^oLi^  dickntur'tnmfbitquaiuiQ^  ^ 
ac  terra ceu  vejle^ amiSti.  .  .  .^       .       ^      .     ., 

The  people  of  that  time  preferved  fnow  in  caverns,  as  at  prefent^ 
Simonides  was  a  contemporiry  of  Xerxes.  ' 

Landolina  took  me  in  the.;€fy$r^^,t<^  tlje  \pvSp  of  a  ly^n^^in  lady^ 
.who  received  vifitors  at  the  baptifm  of  her  child:  and  here  I  met  the 
whole  nobility  of  Syracufe  j  "who,  for  ^.city  of  eighteen  thoufand  fouls 
in  wHch  there  is  ho  court,'  are  very'numerous.  TKe  animation  of  the 
Ifemales  reminded  me  of  the  v^bmen  of^  ancient  Syraciife  ;  of  ^ whom: 
Theocritus,  in  one  of  his  IdylKons,  gives  us  fo  lively  a  piilure. 

'The  young  lady  had  been  five  days'  delivered,  and  feemed  to  be 
perfectly  in  Tiealth,  and  only  to  keep 'her  bed  dut  o^  decoruifl.'  She~ 
was  very  cheerful.  No  one  woylcj  have  thought  that  her  mother  had 
borne  fourteen  living  children,  and  liad  had  twelve  mifcarriagee.  If>, 
as  fome  people  maintain,  hot  countries  are  not  favourable  to  popula- 
tion,^ and  if  the  women  too  foon  become  old,,  Italy  and  Sicily  at  leaft: 
^•  ;.  ace 
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are  exceptions,  to  the  rule ;  for  here  the  female  flower  enjoys  a  dura-^ 
ble  fpring,  and  its  late  autumn  is  ftill  productive  of  fruit. 

In  Syracufe,  as  in  Calabria,  we  meet  with  many  fair-haired  and 
frefh  coloured  women.  In  the  weft  of  Sicily,  they  are  nearly  as 
brown  as  in  Apulia :  and  the  diflference  is  as  ftriking  between  the  wo- 
men of  Taranto  and  the  other  women  of  Apulia  j  for^  at  Taranto,  I 
faw  feveral  that  might  have  been  taken  for  German  or  Englifti  women. 

Moft  of  the  women  that  I  have  met  with,  in  both  kingdoms,  are 
friendly  and  naive. 

I  have  read,  in  a  late  book  of  German  travels,  that  the  women  of 
Sicily  only  give  milk  with  one  breaft ;  that  they  fuffcr  the  milk  of  the 
other  to  dry  away  ;  and  that  they  imagine  the  nutritive  powers  of  their 
milk  are  thus  improved. 

Travellers  fhould  be  very  certain  of  any  faG,  by  which  the  manners 
of  a  whole  nation  may  be  mifreprefented,  before  they  make  fuch  aflfer* 
tions.  I  have  enquired  in  Meflina,  in  Trapani,  and  in  Syracufe,  and 
have  been  aflfured  of  the  very  reverie.  No  man  had  ever  heard  of  any 
fuch  cuftom. 

On  the  27th,  we  went  with  LandoKna  on  board  a  boat  j  and  ferried 
over  the  great  haven,  which  is  five  Italian  miles,  or  a  fhort  Germaa 
mile,  in  circumference ;  and  which  receives  the  river  Anapo :  the 
Anapus  of  the  ancients.  Some  writer  fays  that  Charles  the  Fifth,  from 
the  fear  of  pirates,  deftroyed  this  haven  :  but  Charles  the  Fifth  was  not 
fo  pufillanimous.  He  would  not  have  been  induced,  by  any  fuch  fear,, 
to  have  deftroyed  the  beft  haven  in  his  empire  ;  or  in  Europe.  So 
far  was  it  from  being  deftroyed  that,  in  the  prefent  century,  after 
the  war  of  the  fucceflSon,  the  Englifli,  Spanifh,  and  French,  fleets  all 
anchored  there  at  the  fame  time ;  and,  during  the  war  between  the 
Ruflians  .and  Turks,  which  was  concluded  but  two  years  ago,  the 
*^]luilian  Emprefs  obtained  permiflion  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  to 
harbour  in  this  haven,  with  a  fleet  that  was  to  fail  from  Cronftadt.   The 

imexpeilled 
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Hiicxpedted  and  fudden  breach  of  peace,  that  happened  with  the  King 
of  Sweden,  was  the  caufe  that  this  fleet  remained  in  the  Baltic. 

It  was  in  this  haven  that  the  fleet  of  Athens,  fent  againfl:  Syracufe, 
.wasdefl:royed.  After  other  preceding  combats,  a  lafl:  and  decifive  bat- 
tle, in  one  day,  funk  fixty  of  the  Athenian  galleys.  We  faw  the  place 
where  the  army  of  the  Athenians  was  encamped ;  and  the  marfh,  the 
pernicious  exhalations  of  which  infe£led  it  with  the  plague. 

Leaving  the  great  haven,  we  proceeded  through  the  mouth  of  the 
Anapo  up  the  fl:ream.  You  know  how  cuftomary  it  was,  in  the  writ- 
ings of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  to  vaunt  of  their  rivers.  Theocritus 
calls  this  fjieyacv  poov ;  the  great  fl:ream  ;  and  it  has  indeed  the  reputation 
of  being  the  only  navigable  river  in  Sicily.  But  it  is  navigable  for 
nothing  larger  than  a  boat ;  and  this  advantage  it  fhares  with  the  ftream 
that  flows  from  the  fountain  Cianc.  Its  fhores  are  pleafant ;  and  are 
fhaded  by  tall  reeds,  which  grow  to  the  height  often  ells^  poplars,  and 
the  wild  fig  tree  and  vine.  Many  nightingales  charmed  us  with  their 
fong« 

We  proceeded  up  the  Giane,  Kvawj  which  runs  into  the  Anapo,  till 
we  came  to  its  very  fource ;  where  it  foon  divides  itfelf  into  two 
branches,  which  have  poetically  been  called  the  arms  of  Cyane  :  becaufe 
the  Nymph  Cyane  here  endeavoured  to  oppofe  the  rape  of  Proferpine : 
for  which  Qit  was  changed  into  a  fountain  by  the  angry  Pluto.  The 
defcription  of  this  metamorphofis  by  Ovid  is  very  beautiful  *. 

Diodorus  relates  the  tradition  in  another  manner.  Pluto  conduced 
the  ravifhed  Proferpine  to  the  fields  of  £nna,  and  here  rent  the  earth  ; 
through  which  he  defcended,  with  his  prize,  to  his  infernal  empire : 
and,  at  the  place  of  his  defcent,  he  caufed  a  fpring  to  rife  f . 

Hercules,  when  he  brought  the  cattle  of  Geryon  from  Spain  ta 
Greece,  pafled  through  Sicily ;  where  he  taught  the  Siculi  to  facrifice  to 
Proferpine,  and  threw  the  moil  beautiful  of  his  bulls  into  this  fountain  ^^^ 

*  Ond.  Met.  lib.  t.  41  x.        f  Dtod.  L  ▼•  toL  i.  p.  333.        %  Died.  I.  iy  and  r. 

Th€ 
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The  Syracufians  held  an  annual  feftival ;  on  which,  following  the 
example  of  Hercules,  they  threw  bulls  into  the  fountain.  Cyane,  like 
the  fields  of  Enna,  was  in  particular  confecrated  to  Proferpine  *. 

This  fpring  is  fo  very  large  that  fome  of  the  ancients  have  called  it 
a  lake,  it  is  clear,  has  a  bed  of  rock,  the  done  of  which  is  blue,  and 
the  fifh  have  a  beautiful  blue  colour,  fuch  as  I  never  faw  in  fiftx  before, 
with  the  polifh  of  the  goldfifli.  I  conjefture  that  this  was  the  origin 
of  the  name  Cya^te :  for  Cyqneus^  in  Greek,  fignifies  a  dark  blue  colour* 

Great  quantities  of  the  papyrus^  which  is  now  in  bloom,  grows  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ciane.  It  continues  to  produce  new  fprouts  through 
the  year ;  and  its  root  is  odoriferous.  It  is  a  kind  of  Cyperus ;  and 
attains  the  height  of  feven,  or  eight,  and  even  of  ten,  ells*  Landolina 
has  been  imitating  the  ancients,  who  produced  their  paper  from  this 
plant ;  from  which  likewife  paper  has  been  made  under  his  fuperin- 
tendance.;  It  is  ftrong,  thin,  and  tolerably  white  j  but  does  not  fold  fo 
eafily  as  ours,  which  in  every  refpedi  is  much  preferable* 

It  mud  be  exceedingly  pleafant  to  fail  up  the  Anapo  and  the  Ciane 
in  winter :  but,  in  fummer,  the  air  of  thefe  waters  is  very  injurious ; 
and  moft  of  us  returned  with  the  headache.  We  faw,  on  our  paflkge^ 
on  the  left  of  Anapo,  two  pillars  of  the  ten^e  of  the  Olympian 
Zeus :  in  which  temple  flood  the  flatue  of  the  God,  "with  the  golden 
mantle ;  of  which,  ridiculing  him  after  his  manner,  he  was  (tripped  by 
the  elder  Dionyfius. 

"  The  golden  mantle  was  ill  contrived :  in  fummer  it  was  too  hot ; 
^  in  winter  too  cold." 

In  the  fame  manner  he  robbed  ^fculapius  of  his  beard  of  gold. 
"  It  was  very  unfeemly,"  he  faid,  **  for  a  fon  to  be  bearded  whca 
his  father,  Apollo,  had  not  a  hair  on  his  chin.'* 

The  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  was  furrounded  by  a  little  town ; 
which  was  called,  after  the  building,  OlympUum. 

*  Diod.  1.  V.  vol.  i.  P'  333» 

There 
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There  are  ftill  (landing  two  ancient  Doric  pillars,  of  the  temple  of 
Diana,  which  is  mentioned  by  Qcero,  in  a  houfe  at  Syracufe,  This 
temple  is  affirmed  to  have  been  the  lorgeft  in  Sicily :  but  the  pillars, 
which  I  faw  among  the  ruins  of  the  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  in 
Girgenti,  appear  to  me  to  benilich  larger,  I  believe  indeed  that  thefe 
of  Syracufe  may  be  of  higher  antiquity ;  and  of  ah  age  when  the  pro- 
portion of  the  beautiful  in  archite<aure  wais  yet  undifcovered.  They 
(land  fo  near  to  each  other  that  although,  according  to  the  ancient 
Doric  manner,  their  tapering  upward  is  very  great,  yet  their  chapiters 
touch  each  other  above. 

The  middle  part  of  thefe  pillars  are  in  a  ftable :  below  which  they 
are  covered  with  rubbifh :  fo  that  they  muft  nearly  touch  at  the  bot- 
tom. 

Under  the  church  of  Saint  Philip  is  an  old  well,  to  which  you  de- 
fcend  by  a  hundred  and  fifty-fix  fteps,  that  is  not  deficient  in  water, 
and  the  water  of  which  increafes  and  diminifties  with  the  age  of  the 
ifioon.  A  Pagan  temple  probably  flood  here,  and  the  priefts  drew 
iheif  confecrated  water  out  of  this  well. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  iflandthe  citadel  ftands  ;  and  an  old  caftle, 
which  was  built  by  the  Saracens  j  not  far  from  which  is  the  poetical 
fpring  of  Arethufa  *• 

The  ancient  fable  was  that  an  Arcadian  virgin,  named  Arethufa,  a 
lover  of  the  chace,  difdained  the  paffion  of  the  hunter,  Alpheus :  to 
tivoid  whom  ftie  fled  over  to  the  ifland  Ortygia  ;  where  fhe  was  meta- 
morphofed  into  a  fpring,  and  her  afflided  lover  into  a  river.  Love  did 
not  forfake  the  ftream,  but  followed  the  beloved  through  the  fea, 
l^ithout  becoming  fait  j  and  there  mingled  its  waves  with  the  waters 
of  the  virgin  fpring  f  • 

Near  this  place,  the  bed  of  the  fea  adually  affords  a  fweet  fpring  ; 
which  np  doubt  was  the  origin  of  the  fidion.     Tradition  farther  fays 

•  Ovid,  Met.  L  T.  574«  f  Paufanias,  1.  v.  c.  7. 

6  that 
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that  the  gods  prefented  Diana  with  the  ifland  of  Ortygia ;  and  that  the 
Nymphs  caufed  the  beautiful  fpring  of  Arethufa  to  rife  up  for  her 
recreation.  The  fifli  of  this  fpring  were  famous  for  their  fize,  and 
quantity :  nor  durft  men  attempt  to  catch  them,  except  as  it  is  faid  in 
the  time  of  war  j  and  even  then  chaftifement  from  the  Gods  was  the 
confequence. 

Daphnis  invented  paftoral  poetry  in  Sicily*.  Theocritus,  the 
greateft  of  paftoral  poets,  was  a  native  of  Syracufe.  Mofchus,  who 
likewife  wrote  Idyllions,  was  born  here ;  and  Bion,  though  Smyrna 
was  the  place  of  his  birth,  refided  in  Sicily*  Virgil  therefore  invokes 
the  Nymph  Arethufa,  as  the  Mufe  of  paftoral  poetry.  Who  can  forget 
the  beautiful  veries  with  which  he  begins  his  tenth  Eclogue  ?  lament- 
ing the  unfortunate  pailion  of  his  friend  Cornelius  Gallus,  the  poet, 
and  fmging  the  cruelty  of  Lycoris, 

Sfctremum  huftc,  yfrethufa,  mihi  concede  laborem* 
Pauca  meo  Galloy/ed  qua  legat  ipfa  Lycorts, 
Cartninafunt  dicenda  :  neget  quis  carmtna  Gallo  f 
Sic  tibiy-cumjlu^usfubterlabere  Sican»j^ 
Doris  amarafuam  non  intermifceat  undam. 

ViRG.  Eel.  X.  I.  5. 

Thy  facred  fuccour,  Arethufa,  bring, 
To  crown  my  labour :  'tis  the  laft  I  fing. 
Which  proud  Lycoris  may  with  pity  view  ^ 
The  Mufe  is  mournful,  tho*  the  numbers  few, 
Refufe  me  not  a  verfe  to  grief  and  Gallus  due. 
So  may  thy  Giver  dreams,  beneath  the  tide, 
Unmix'd  with  briny  feas,  fccurcly  glide. 

Drtden. 


} 


The  laft  gift  which  Virgil  requefts  of  Arethufa  is  a  fong  for  his 
friend*  The  Nymph  now  affords  a  fpring  for  the  laundry  maids  ot 
the  city  j  with  the  waters  of  which  the  bitter  Doris,  Doris  amara^  the 
Nymph  of  the  fea,  at  the  time  that  I  vifited  the  former,  when  a  flxong 

f  Diod.  1.  V,  vol.  i.  p,  332. 

Vol.  IL  3  M  wind 
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wind  blew,  mingled  her  ftreams.  Although  it  is  ftill  a  large  fpring^ 
it  ifi  now  only  a  part  of  the  ancient  Arethufa  j  which  has  been  de- 
ftroyed.  Neither  does  it  any  longer  afibrd  fifli.  However,  when  they 
fink  for  water  in  the  city,  the  concealed  Arethufa  every  where  bub* 
bles  up. 

On  the  29th,  we  pafled  through  what  was  formerly  called  Achra- 
dina  to  the  part  of  the  city  named  Tyche :  both  of  which  towns,  a 
part  only  of  the  great  Syracufe,  are  now  either  arable  lands  or  covered 
with  charming  fruit  trees*  We  firft  infpedted  the  amphitheatre,  the 
work  of  the  Romans ;  the  whole  circumference  of  which  may  evi- 
dently be  traced,  and  many  of  the  feats  are  dill  in  exiftence,  with  the 
places  of  entering  and  leaving  the  building. 

A  monument  like  this,  erected  to  indulge  the  fanguinary  temper  of 
the  Romans,  was  by  no  means  fo  interefting  to  me  as  the  ancient 
Greek  theatre ;  the  feats  of  which,  cut  in  the  rock,  are  in  good  prefer- 
vation. 

Nothing  of  the  fcene,  or  ftage,  is  now  to  be  feen  :  but  the  proper 
and  beautiful  theatre  itfelf  is  therefore  the  more  confpicuous*  On  one 
of  the  feats  the  following  words  are  cut:  Baat^jaaas  *iAie*<rw :  the. 
Queen  Philiftis. 

This  queen  may  create  many  hiftorical  enquiries*  Some  affirm  (he 
was  the  wifei  of  Gelo ;  and  that,  through  her  mediation,  the  hero 
granted  peace  to  the  Carthaginians  :  in  confequence  of  which  they  pre« 
fented  her  with  a  crown  of  gold,  that  was  worth  a  hundred  talents. 
This  queen  <aufed  money  to  be  coined  :  which  was  called  after  her 
Demaretion  *. 

But  her  name  was  Demareta,  and  not  Philiftis ;  and,  what. is  more, 
the  coins  oftht  Queen  Phinftis  are  not  confined  to  afingle  period. 
Her  reign  vmuft  have  been  long;  for,  on  fome  of  them,  fhe  is  repre- 
fdnted'as  young  :  on  others  as  old :  yet  both  difcover  the  features  of 
the  fdme  countenance,  and  l)oth'  are  infcribed  with  the  fame  name. 

*•  Died.  1.  xt.  vol.  i.  p:  424^ 

4  Oa 
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On  the  revcrfe  of  the  coin,  there  is  a  four-horfed  chariot.  It  was  a 
delicate  Greek  thought  to  reprefent  her  on  the  coins,  while  young,  as 
drawn. by  fiery  fteeds,  full  fpeed;  and  to  give  the  old  Philiftis  a  cha- 
riot with  the  horfes  pacing  flowly, 

Thofe  who,  to  fupport  a  hypothefis,  pretend  that  Gelo,  to  teftify 
fats  love  for  his  wife,  caufed  money  to  be  coined  at  feveral  times 
ftamped  with  her  name  and  image,  forget  that  Gelo  himfelf  reigned 
only  fevcta  years. 

Some  are  perfuaded  that  the  infcripcion  on  the  ftone  proves  the 
theatre  to  have  been  built  by  the  queen;  and  they  further  conclude 
that  it  muft  have  been  very  ancient :  becaufe  that  we  know  of  no 
queen,  of  this  name,  who  governed  in  Syracufe  after  the  time  of  Gelo, 
That  Philiftis  muft  have  reigned  before  Gelo  is  beyond  all  doubt :  but 
it  is  equally  indubitable  that  neither  fhe  nor  Gelo  built  the  theatre, 
^he  poet  -£fchylu8  lived  in  the  time  of  Gelo  j  and  perfonally  fought 
againft  Xerxes,  at  the  battle  of  Salamin  :  as  he  has  fo  beautifully  fung, 
ki  one  of  his  remaining  tragedies.  As  a  poet,  he  was  later  known  ; 
he  was  the  firft  who  gave  a  form  to  tragedy.  He  was  the  friend  that 
led  Melpomene  from  the  car,  on  which  fhe  had  been  wandering,  to' 
a  ftage  of  wood,  of  a  moderate  fize. 


'  moScis  inftravit  pulptta  tigttis* 

HoR.  Ars  Poet. 

My  conjedure  is  that  this  noble  theatre  was  built  during  the  fixty 
years  that  elapfed,  between  the  expulfion  of  Thrafybulus  and  the  fiib- 
jedion  of  Syraeufe  by  Dionyfius.  If  not,  either  by  Dionyfius  himfelf, 
or  very  probably  by  Hierp  the  SedoridJ 

Near  the  theatre  is'  the  end  of  ah  aqueduft,  which  is  led  through 
rocks  fourteen  Italiart  miles,  and  Is  well  fupplied  with  good  water. 

In  this  neighbourhood  there  are  many  tombs,  cut  in  the  rock  ;  be- 
tween which  there  ii  a'ftfeet,  or  road,  where  the  fteps  of  the  horfes, 
ahd^he'deep  ruts  of  *v?heels,  may  evidently  be  traced.  It  was  here 
that  Cicero  difcofered  the  tomb  of  Archittiedes;  atnong  brambles; 
•    .  3  M  2  ;which 
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which  was  negledcd  hy  aod  unknown  to  the  people  of  Syracufe;  A 
fphere  and*  a  cylinder,  ftanding  on  a  fmall  pillar,  denoted  the  place 
where  the  great  man  flept:  while  it  preferved  the  remembrance  of  his 
difcoveries  of  the  relation  between  the  cylinder  and  the  fphere. 

The  remark  of  Rollin  is  acute,  and  charming  ;  where  he  fays  that 
this  decoration,  of  the  tomb  of  Archimedes,  was  entirely  in  the  fpirit 
of  that  great  man :  who  placed  more  value  on  a  mathematical  demon* 
ftration  than  on  thofe  dreadful  engines  by  which  he  had  repulfed  tha 
Roman  army  **. 

The  pretended  Ear  of  Dionyfius  is  one  of  the  latomia^  or  ftone  quar- 
ries J  of  which  there  are  more  in  Syracufe*  You  have  heard  of^ 
and  will  be  inclined  with  me  to  laugh  at,  the  tradition  of  Dionyfma 
having  given  this  prifon  the  form  of  an  ear;  and  of  his  having  con- 
ftrufted  it  with  fo  much  acouftic  art  that  he,  unfeen,  could  hear  the 
wailings  and  groans  of  the  prifoners,  or  liften  to  their  converfations. 
That  this  place  was  at  firft  no  other  than  a  ftone  quarry,  like  the  othec 
latomia  of  Syracufe,  and  that  it  was  afterward  ufed  as  a  prifon,  is  be- 
yond all  doubt.  Holes  may  be  feen  in  the  hewn  ftones ;  through 
which  probably  rings  were  riveted,  to  which  the  fetters  of  the  pri- 
foners were  attached.  The  imagination  may  eafily  give  the  form  o£ 
the  bend  of  the  ear,  the  end  of  which  was  diredted  upward,  to  the 
entrance  of  this  place.  This  might  be  the  origin  of  the  name  ;  and^ 
afterward  of  the  falfe  interpretation* 

The  work  is  wonderful,  and  has  different  divifions;  fbme  of  which, 
are  overarched,  others  are  fallen  in,  and  maffes  of  rock,  which  ferved 
as  pillars,  now  rife  in  the  open  air.  The  firft  divlfion  is  thus  over* 
arched  by  rocks;  and  here  there  is  a  loud  echo.  We  fired  a  gun,  the 
report  of  which  continued  flowly  to  thunder  round.  Here  there  is  a, 
water  rciiervoir,  the  arching  of  which  is  fupported  by  pillars.  Among 
the  ruins,  there  is  a  decayed  ftaircafe,  which  Landolina  difcoveredi 
who  fuppofes  it  to  be  that  down  which  Dionyfius^  according  to  I  know 

*  R^lin^  Hiftoire  Am.  livrc  zx.  art.  iii.  Mk^  i. 

sot 
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wot  what  author^caufed  thofe  principal  perfons  to  be  taken  whofe  arrell 
he  wifhed  to  conceaU 

Some  years,  ago,,  a  bath  was  found  in  the  city,  to  which  there  is  a* 
defcent  of  forty-five  fteps;  and,  on  the-  level  of  this  there  is  a  round 
well,  the  ,wa*er  of  which  is  beneficial ;  if  ufed  as  a  bath,  by  the  difeafed* 
This*  bath  is  entirely  hewn  in  the  rock  ;-  and  there  is  a  particular  aper- 
ture, by  which  the  water  that  had  been  ufed  might  be  drawn  off. 

On.  the  3oth^  we-  went  on  board  a  fptronare^  and  vifited  the  little 
haven ;.  which,  was  called,  by  the  ancients,  Laccius ;  where  we  yet' 
could  find  traces  of  the  dockyard,  which  the  elder  Dionyfius  built*,, 
and  which  he  enclofed  by  the  walls  of  his  citadel. 

Leaving  the  fperonarty  we  went  up  into  Achradina,  and  entered  a* 
Eramcifcan  monaftery;  where  we  were  fliewn  a  beautiful  recumbent 
flatue  of  St;  Lucia,  the  work  of  Vanini.  The  Saint  is  fuppofed  to  be 
dead,  and  her  death  refembles  deep.  In  one  of  her  hands  a  crucifix 
lies,  as  if  fbe  had  beftowed  upon  it  her  lafl:  grafp  ;  and  in  the  other,  a* 
palm  branch,  which  fhe  gained'  by  fuflfering  martyrdom.  She  is  ho- 
noured at  Syracufe  as.  the  patron  Saint;. 

In  this  monaftery  there  was  a  dog  that,  fome  years  ago,  performed' 
an  adion  which  I  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence  j  bccaufe  it  denotes  plan,, 
dignity^  and  courage^;  The  country  was  ravaged  by  a  wolf,  to  the- 
attacking  of  which  the  dog  found  himfelf  unequal.  The  dog  conti- 
nued for  fome  days  to  make  a  provifion  of  meat,  and  bones  j  which- 
Ije  concealed,  and  then  took  other  dogs. to  the  place,  gave  them  a  feaft,. 
led  them  to  the  chace,  and  in  company  with  them  deftroyed  the  wolf.. 

Near  the  Francifcan  monaftery  ftands  that  of  the  Capuchins;  in 
whofe  garden  is  the  great  ftone  quarry,.whichproperly  confiftsof  two. 
latomia.  This  greatly  exceeds  in  extent,  that  which. is  called. the  Ear 
of  Dionyfius ;  and  no  doubt  is  the  quarry  to  which  the  Athenian  pri-^ 
foners  were  condemned,  and  in  which  they  were  fo  ill  treated  if; 
*  Siod.  L  xiii..  f  Thuc.  lib.  viL  ?•  504.  Diod.  lib.  xiiL  vol.-  i.  p.  567; . 

There: 
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There  arc  A^arious  ftone  quarries  in  Syracufe ;  I  am  told^  as  many 
.as  nine ;  but  this  is  the  largeft,  and  the  one  that  is  mentioned  by  Cicero 
in  an  oration  againft  Verres,  where  he  celebrates  its  grandeur  *.  The 
art,  the  amplitude,  and  the  boldnefs,  of  the  undertaking  are  aftonifhing. 
The  rocks  are  hewn  to  an  incredible  depth  5  and  are  in  parts  arched 
over,  and  in  parts  the  arches  have  fallen  in :  and  the  combination  of 
the  arched  and  unarched  vaults,  the  pillars,  the  projecting  maiTes,  and 
the  caverns,  with  their  perfpedive  openings^  form  a  whole  which  is 
•unique  in  its  kind. 

In  thefe  depths,  the  Capuchins  have  a  large  pleafant  garden ;  the 
towering  fruit  trees  of  which,  ftieltered  from  the  wind^  delight  the 
-eye,  by  their  extraordinary  and  luxuriant  produftivenefs,  at  the  mo- 
ment that,  terrified  by  the  bold  rocks  and  gloomy  caverns,  it  is  in  need 
of  this  relief.  Some  of  thefe  trees  rife  out  of  the  rock,  where  they 
firft  take  root  in  fmall  cavities ;  which  cavitiea  are  widened  by  the  flow 
but  unremitting  growth  of  the  root,  that  continues  to  extend,  in  length 
and  breadth,  till  a  confiderable  cleft  is  at.  laft  produced.  The  thick 
ftemmed  olive  tree  winds  its  rugged  knotty  roots,  wherever  the  rocky 
cavities  condud  their  growth,  or  the  foftnefe  of  the  ftone  yields  to  their 
different  ramifications  ;  and,  after  it  has'  conquered  all  its  difficulties, 
it  rears  its  leafy  branches  as  if  proud  of  its  viftory,  and  its  power. 
From  the  upward  rim  of  the  rock,  the  ivy,  and  the  wild  vine,  hang ; 
apd  extend  downward  to  where  the  cool  air  fports  with  their  fufpended 

•  Opus  eft  ingens  magnificum  regum  ac  tjranuorum.  Totum  eft  exfaxo  in  mlrandam  aitliudinem 
deprejfo  et  multorutn  operis  penitus  excifo.  Nihil  tarn  claufum  ad  exit  us  ^  nihil  tarn  fepttitn  ufidique, 
nihil  tarn  tutum  ad  cuftodias  nee  fieri  nee  cogitari  poiefi.  Career  ilU  eft  a  crudelifftma  tyranm 
Dion^o  faSlus.  **  This  work  of  kings  and  tyrants  is  vaft  and  magnificent.  It  is  entirely 
<*  cut  in  the  rock  to  a  prodigious  depth  by  the  labour  of  multitudes.  Nothing  more  fecure 
«*  in  its  doors  and  paflages,  nothing  better  enclofcd,  nothing  in  every  refpeft  more  guarded 
<<  can  be  efie£ted  or  conceived.  This  dungeon  was  the  work  of  the  tyrant  Dionyfius." 

Cicero  does  not  mean  to  fay  that  Dionyfius  conftrufted  thefe  latomia\  but  that  he  em-- 
ployed  them  as  the  moft  ftrong  and  fecure  prifons*  He  fay3,  on  the  ctflffrary,  that  they 
were  the  work  of  many  kings^  and  tyrants. 

flioota» 
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ftoots.     The  garden  grape  clings  fe  the  terrific  mafles  of  rock,  where 
the  fig  andithe  pomegranate  tree  are  aiding  to  fupport  its  fcions. 

The  Capuchins  cultivate  for  their  own  ufe  a  yellow,  tobacco  plant,, 
which  produces  a  well  fcented  fnuE 

The  monaftery  is  poor;  and  is  maintained  by.prefents  in  money  toi 
the  monks,  in.  return  for  the  excellent  fruit  of  their  garden. 

Some  ancient  tombs  are  found  in  thefe  quarries. 

The  catacombs  are  in  what  was  formerly  called  Achradina;  where: 
there  is  the  moft  ancient  church  of  Syracufe,  in  which  the  firft  bifhop^ 
Mircianus,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  fent  by  the  apoftle  Peter,  is  buried^. 

On  one  of  the  fteps  of  this  church  is  the  following  Latin  infcription ; ; 
which  is  probably  Pagan.. 

MEMORI^  DOMINICI  MACEDONIS. 
Lege  ei  recede,  Amicii  nolite  trtftari^  quia  omnes  tnortalesfumuj. 

"  XO  THE  MEMORY  OF  DOMINICUS  MACEDO. 
**  Riad  and  retif-e.     Friendly  affliH  not yourfehes^for  Hveall  are  mortal *^ 

Melancholy  confolation ! 

The  catacombs,, fome  only  of  which Ihavc  feen,  extended  under 
the  greateft  part  bf  the  ancient  city :  yet  I  doubt  whether  their  extent 
is  greater  than,  thofe  of  Niples ;  at  leaft  they  are  not  fo  deep,  thought 
they  exceed  them  in, melancholy  magnificence.     They  form  a  true- 
I&byrinth;  where  a  man  may  wander  by  the  light  of  torches  from; 
tomb  to  tomb,  and,. were  he  not  attended  by  a  pradlifed  guide-,  there 
he  might  for  ever  wander.     Broad  paflages  continually  lead  to  rounds 
arched  chambersof  the  dead,  which  have  outlets  on  four  fides  that  again: 
ferve  as  paflages  to  fimilar  chambers..  On  the  fides  of  the  paflage  there 
is  tomb  behind  tomb;  fometimes  to  the  number  of  twenty ;  like  the- 
compartments  of  a  bureau,,  one  behind  another..    The  laft  compart- 

♦  As,  in  the  corrupt  Latin  of  thcfc  ages  qma  was  often  ufed  inftcad  of  fuod,wt  may/ 
le^,  *«  tidt  wc  aU atcmonaL*' 

menii 


456  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

merit  therefore  was  always  the  firft  filled  with  dead  bodies ;  to  depofiC 
which  the  bearers  muft  continually  afcead  over  the  other  divifions. 

We  met  with  Greek  and  Latin  infcriptions ;  and  there  are  fome, 
which  I  did  not  happen  to  find,  that  are  of  Chriftian  times.  The  red 
incruftation,  or  mortar^  of  which  the  ancients  were  fo  fond,  is  ftill 
vifible  on  many ;  and  which,  if  you  clean  it,  recovers  its  ancient  polifli. 
This  probably  was  likewife  ufed  in  Judea  j  and  Chrift  might  allude  to 
it,  when  he  compares  the  hypocrify  of  the  Scribes  and*  Pharifees  to 
painted^  fepulchres.  That  thefe  rocks  were  dug  before  there  was 
any  thought  of  employing  them  as  fepulchres,  traces  of  an  aqueduft 
and  fome  wells  feem  to  denote. 

We  proceeded  through  Achradina  to  Tyche,  then  to  Neapolis,  and 
from  that  to  jipipolae  j  the  weft  part  of  the  ancient  city.  Here  there 
are  two  ftone  quarries,  one  of  which  Cluverius  fuppofed  to  be  that  ia 
which  the  Athenian  prifoners  were  kept:  but  it  is  not  fufficiendy 
fpacious. 

The  walls  of  Epipola  are  in  part  well  preferved,  are  of  an  aftonifh* 
ing  height  and  breadth,  and  are  built  of  large  freeftone.  Although 
they  were  30  ftadia,  or  a  geographical  mile,  in  length,  they  were  com- 
pleted, by  Dionyfmsthe  elder,  in  twenty  days;  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  with  the  Carthaginians.  Sixty  thoufand  free  men  were  em- 
ployed on  the  work,  befide  the  ftone  hewers,  and  fix  thoufand  oxen  ; 
and  Dionyfius  encouraged  them  by  rewards,  and  by  example  f. 

From  this  wall,  we  overlooked  the  whole  circumference  of  the  an- 
cient city,  the  two  havens  of  the  ifland,  the  third  on  the"  north,  which 
was  called  the  Trogilian,  from  the  village  Txogilus,  the  peninfula  Tap- 
fu8,  the  country  to  Mount  -Stna,  and  the  two  marfties  Lyfimelia  and 
Syraca :  from  which  laft  the  city  derived  its  name. 

The  height  of  Epipolac,  from  this  its  extenfive  profpeS,  is  noyr 
called  Belvedere. 

*  Matt,  xxiii.  27.  Our  tranflation  reads  nvhiud.   T.  f  Diod.  lib.  xiv.  p.  6x4. 

Landolina 
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Landolina  is  of  opinion  that  the  fortified  height,  which  Chiverius 
fuppofed  to  he  Labdalon^  was  the  hill  Eiiryelus ;  and  his  reafons  appear 
to  me  to  be  convincing :  for  Labdalon  was  buik  by  the  Athenians, 
during  the  fiege,  that  they  might  have  a  ftrong  place  in  which  to 
depofit  their  money  and  effefis  * ;  for  which  this  hill  was  very  proper. 
But  the  hill  of  Euryelus  fhould  feem  to  be  much  larger :  for  Marcellus, 
before  he  had  pofleffed  himfelf  of  it, .  was  fearful  of  a  fally  from  the 
garrifon.  It  is  alfo  probable  that  the  Athenians  would  choofe  to  con- 
ftrudl  their  ftrong  holds  at  fome  diftance,  rather  than  immediately 
under  the  walls.  Add  to  which,  there  ftill  exifts  a  fubterranean  paf- 
fage,  that  extends  from  this  broad  hill  under  the  walls  :  and  laftly  that 
Labdalon  is  not  mentioned  by  Livy ;  and  that  probably,  when  the 
Athenian  war  was  ended,  the  Athenian  work  was  deftroyed. 

It  was  on  this  fide  that  Marcellus  entered  the  city. 

I  have  more  than  once  reminded  you  that  the  prefent  Syracufe  con- 
fifts  only  of  a  fmall  part  of  the  ancient ;  and  that  it  is  built  on  the 
little  ifland  which  was- called  Ortygia.  . 

Diodorus,  himfelf  a  Sicilian,  agrees  with  his  countrymen  in  main- 
taining that  Diana  was  born  in  this  ifland.  Other  Greeks  affirm  that 
her  birth  place  was  the  ifland  of  Rhenaea ;  which,  according  to  the 
teftimony  of  Strabo,  was  formerly  called  Ortygia  f .  This  ifland  lies  fo 
near  to  the  ifland  of  Delos  that  Polycrates,  the  tyrant  of  Samos,  united 
them  both  by  a  chain  %.  Homer,  in  his  hymn  to  Apollo,  fpeaks  of 
this  eaftcrn  Ortygia,  near  Ddos,  when  he  fays 

Xaif e  yLcateuf*  »  Anroty  bttzi  riHeg  ceY>aa  tsxv«, 
'A9ro^^«ya  n^  dvaxray  Mai  ^Afrepuv  lox^cufov^ 
Tw  favh  'Ofwyttiy  m  hngavari  m  Anpof* 

Hail,  mother  of  the  famous  children !  Haily 
Latonal^  Phosbus  thine ;  and  Artemis, 
Delighting  in  the  bow.    Delos  received 
Thyfon:  thy  daughter  in  Ortygia  born. 

^  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  Liv.  xxv.  26.  t  Strab.  lib.  x.  t  Thuc.  4iU  iii.  caqa*  I04» 

Vql.11.  3N  Yet 
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Yet  Homer  appears,  in  the  fifth  book  of  the  Odyfleyj  to  fpeak  of 
the  Syracufian  Ortygia,  when  he  makes  Calypfo  fay  that  the  Gods 
had  envied  the  love  of  Eos,  or  Aurora,  to  Orion ;  and  that,  at  laft, 
Artemis  had  flain  him  in  Ortygia.  And,  in  the  fifteenth  book  of  the 
Odyfley,  Eumaeus  tells  Ulyffes  that  there  is  an  ifland  called  Syria,  be- 
yond the  ifland  of  Ortygia,  from  vrhich  the  fun's  diurnal  motion  is 
feen.  Muft  not  this  ifland  of  Syria  be  a  part  of  Sicily  ?  Can  v^e  not 
trace  its  name  in  the  vsrord  Syracufe  ?  The  fun  there  turned  round 
becaufe  the  ancients,  in  the  time  of  Homer,  believed  that  thofe 
who  fhould  have  paflfed  the  pillars  of  Hercules  would  have  paffed 
beyond  the  courfe  of  the  fun.  Eumsus  likewife  fays  that  Phoe- 
nician ihips  came  there  j  and  the  Phoenicians  were  early  traders  ta 
Sicily  *• 

The  ifland,  or  the  prefent  Syracufe,  is  conneded  with  the  continent 
by  a  dam  j  which  is  cut  through  by  four  canals  :  fo  that  four  bridges 
arc  to  be  paflfed.  If  I  do  not  miftake,  the  repairing  of  the  dam,  the 
cutting  of  the  canals,  and  the  building  of  the  bridges^  were  the  work  of 
the  Emperor,  Charles  the  Fifth. 

I  will  not  conclude  my  letter  without  mentioning  an  ancient  cuftom„ 
which  has  been  continued  in  Syracufe  for  2200  years. 

After  the  vidory  over  the  Athenians,  a  tree  was  hung  round  with 
arms,  by  way  of  trophy  :  r^oTraciov.  This  was  annually  repeated,  in 
memory  of  the  great  event ;  and  defcended  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration. The  folemn  proceflSon  has  ceafed :  but  a  tree  is  ereded  on 
the  firft  of  May  before  the  Senate-houfe^  and  during  the  whole  month 
no  man  is  allowed  ta  arreft  a  debtor..  A  few  years  ago,  thofe  citizens 
who  were  at  that  time  under  arreft  were  fet  free  j  that  they  might  partake 

♦  Since  I  wrote  this,  I  pet  with  the  following  remark,  itt  Vofs*5  Odyfley,  1781. 
*'  Syria,  probaUy  the  cape  on  which  Syracufe  ftands}  which  formerly  either  was  an  ifland 
<*  or  a  peninfiila,  or  Mras  fo  fuppofed  to  be  by  Homer,  who  had  but  a^  flight  knowledge  of 
<<thefe  countries.  The  ifland  of  Ortygia  was  famous  among  the  Greeks,  for  being  the 
<<  birth  place  of  Artemis*  Perhaps  the  Phoenicians  bad  a  fua-dial  here  3^  which  (hewed 
^  the  folfticestnd  the  eciuboxea*''' 
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of  the  public  joy,  and  endeavour  to  fatisfy  their  creditors.    A  cudom 
fo  humane  as  this  ought  not  to  be  abolifhed. 


ADDITION  TO  LETTER  XCIL 

ON  the  27th  of  January,  1794,  I  received  a  letter  from  my  friend 
Landolina,  the  knight  of  Malta,  fent  me  from  Syracufe,  containing  the 
following  defcription  of  a  phaenomenon  of  the  fpring  of  Arethufa ; 
which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  interefting  to  my  readers. 

li  giorno  17  del  corrente  luglio^  Facque  deW  Arettifa^  alle  ore  fel  delta 
fera^  incommincio  afcorrere^  torbida  in  tutte  le  diverfe  forgenti  cbefcorrotiB 
dentro  il  gran  porta ;  ed  ancbe  laforgente  cbe  e  in  mezzo  del  mare  fgor-* 
gava  torbida  dal  letto  del  mare.  II  colore  cbe  dava  era  rojjiccio  ofcuro  ; 
fna  dentro  il  biccbiere  fembrava  acqua  torbida^  e  lafciava  nel  fedimento 
una  polvere  fottilijjima  cenericcia. 

n  fapore  delV  acqua ^  cbe  prima  erafalmajlro^  divenne  dolce  perfetta^ 
inente.  Notai  cbe  per  tutta  la  citti  le  acque  forgive  cbe  fono  incavate 
nella  pietra^  e  cbefervono  di  pozzialle  cafe  dellijingoli^non  erano  alter  ate 
nel  colore^  e  nel  fapore  erano  piu  raddolcite  di  prima.  Durb  tre  giorni 
^uefta  torbidezzaj  cbe  mancava  di  giorno  in  giorno ^  e  lafciava  fra  le  pietre 
per  le  qualifcorreva^  un  fedimento  cenericcio. 

II  giorno  21  al  tramontar  delfole^  feccb  totalmente  la  font e  di  Aretufa^ 
con  tutte  le  altre  acque  cbefcorrono  vicino  alia  medejima  dalle  diverfe  for^ 
£enti  cbe  mettono  la  lorofoce  nel  gran  porto  y  ef  ridujfe  totalmente  fecco  il 
letto  dclle  acque^  tantocbe  vi  concorfe  molta  gentCy  e  a  piedi  afciutti  entrarono 
dentro  la  grotta  per  dove  fotteraneamente  fcorre  P acqua.  La  ritrovarono 
incavata  daW  arte^  e  cbe  era  difante  dell  luogbo  dove  f  vede  a  cieh 
aperto  circa  quaranta  palmi. 

Nel  fine  di  quejia  grotta  era  una  feffura  fiella  pietra^per  la  quale  fgor-^ 
gava  V acqua.  Per  tutta  la  lungbezza  della  grotta  furono  prefe  moltijjime 
anguillc^  cbe  refiarono  nel  letto.     Dopofette  minuti  ritornb  P acqua ^  a  poC9 

3  N  a  apoco^ 
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a  pocoy  e  la  mattina  del  giorno  22  era  abondant9  come  prima.      Mu  e 
rejlata  ancora  dolce. 

"  On  the  17th  of  the  prefent  July  (1793)  the  water  of  the  fpring 
**  Arethufa,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,*  began  to  run  in  a  turbid  man- 
"  ner  from  all  the  different  fources  which  empty  themfelves  into  the 
"  great  haven."  (We  muft  remember  that  thefe  affociate  fprings  are 
the  confej^uences  of  the  decay  of  the  now  much  lefs  Arethufa,  with 
which  they  have  a  fubterranean  communication).  "  The  fpring 
"  likewife  that  is  in  the  fea  rofe  turbid  from  its  bed."  (Meaning  the 
ancient  Alpheus.)  "  The  colour  of  the  water  was  a  dark  red ;  and, 
*^  being  put  into  a  glafs,  it  appeared  foul,  and  left  a  fediment  of 
"  exceedingly  fine  aflies. 

"  The  tafte  of  the  water,  which  before  was  brackiih,  then  became 
•«  perfedkly  frefli.  It  was  remarked,  through  the  whole  city,  that  the 
"  water,  which  rofe  in  the  ftone  wells  and  which  was  ufed  in  the  houfes 
**  of  the  citizens,  was  not  altered  in  its  colour  j  though  in  its  tafte  it 
•*  \Yas  more  frefh,  or  foft,'than  ufual.  This  turbid  ftate  of  the  fjprings 
^^  continued  for  three  days ;  but  gradually  declined,  and  left  a  fediment 
**  of  afhes  between  the  ftones  over  which  it  ran. 

"  On  the  aift  at  funfet,  the  fpring  of  Arethufa,  with  all  the  other 
"  waters  that  rife  in  its  vicinity,  and  that  empty  themfelves  into  the 
*^  great  haven,  became  totally  dry :  fo  that  the  ground  was  entirely 
^^  free  from  water :  infomuch  that  many  people  ran  and  examined  the 
•*  infide  of  the  fubterranean  grotto,  from  which  the  water  iffued,  with- 
•^  out  wetting  their  feet.  This  grotto  they  found  had  been  dug  by  art ; 
•*  and  the  diftance  between  the  farther  end  of  the  grotto  and  the  place 
*•  where  they  could  fee  the  fky  was  about  forty  palms. 

**  At  this  farther  end,  there  was  a  fiffure  in  the  rock,  thrpugh  which 
"  the  water  rofe.  Through  the  whole  extent  of  the  grotto,  its  bed  was 
•*  covered  with  innumerable  .gpU  After  a  ceffation  of  feven  minutes, 
"  the  water  began  to  return  by  degrees ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the 
^  2 2d,  it  waa  as  abundant  a^  before:  but  it  ftill  continues  to  be  frefh*'' 

Landolina 
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Landolina  likewife  remarks  that  fimilar  phaenomena,  no  doubt,  have 
given  rife  as  well  to  the  fuppofition  of  the  creduteus  ancients,  that 
the  water  of  Arethufa  was  changed  into  blood,  as  to  that  of  the  philo- 
fophcrs,  who  have  ferioufly  maintained  that  the  colour  of  the  water  was 
made  red  by  the  blood  of  the  animals  facrificed  at  Olympia,  Such 
commentators,  to  their  penetrative  acumen,  add  the  credulity  of  fup- 
pofmg  a  fubterranean  communication  between  the  river  o£  Pelopon- 
nefus  and  the  Sicilian  fpring. 

Landolina  farther  adds,  in  his  letter.  In  qutjlo  fecoloy  perh  incut  Jban-- 
ditd  la  fuperjlt%i6ne^  Ji  ricerca  nella  natura  rorigine  di  tali  fenomeni^  mi 
convienc  ridurne  la  cagione  alle  vulcamcbe  materie;  cbe  fermentando 
aprono  voragini^  cbindono  meati^  riempifcono  caverne^  ejanno  cambiare  il 
corfo  delle  acquc  dentro  Ic  vifcere  della  terra.  "  In  this  age,  while  we 
"  haniih  fuperftition  and  enquire  into  nature  for  the  origin  of  fueh 
^^  phaenomena,  it  appears  reafonable  to  me  to  attribute  them  to  volcanic 
*•  materials ;  that  fermenting  open  gulphs,  clofe  up  apertures,  fill  ca- 
^  vems,  and  change  the  courfe  of  the  waters  within  the  bowels  of  the 
«  earth;* 
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Catania,  sth  July  \ri<yi. 

vJn  the  id  of  July  at  mid-day,  we  went  on  board  a  veflel 
at  Syracufe ;  hoping,  by  the  aid  of  a  favourable  wind,  to  reach  Catania 
in  four  hours :  but  the  wind  fell,  and  became  variable  j  and  we  did  not 
arrive  at  this  place  till  half  after  eleven  at  night.  During  our  paflage, 
we  faw  iEtna  right  before  us ;  and  when  it  was  dark  the  red  ftream  of 
lava  became  vifible. 

6  Catania^ 
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Catania  J  which  in  ancient  times  was  called  Catana^  was  one  of  the 
firft  of  the  old  Greek  colonies.  It  was  founded  by  the  fame  people 
from  Chalcis  who,  but  a  fliort  time  before,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  13th 
Olympiad,  726  years  before  Chrift,  had  made  a  fettlement  at  Leon- 
tium.  A  part  of  them  efFe£led  a  fettlement  here,  under  their  chofen 
leader  Euarchus  *. 

Charondas,  the  famous  lawgiver  and  a  fcholar  of  Pythagoras,  was  a 
native  of  Cataua.  The  univerfity  of  Catania  may  juftly  boaft  of  being 
one  of  the  moft  ancient  feats  of  the  fciences  f . 

Two  hundred  and  forty-nine  years  after  the  founding  of  .this  place, 
Hiero  the  Firft,  the  brother  of  Geld,  tranfported  the  inhabitants  of  Naxos 
and  Catana  to  Leontium ;  and  peopled  the  two  empty  towns  partly 
with  Peloponnefians^  and  partly  with  Syracufians.  To  Catana,  which 
received  ten  thoufand  new  inhabitants,  he  gave  the  name  of  ^tna :  at 
the  foot  of  which  mountain  it  is  built.  To  thefe  inhabitants  he  granted, 
not  only  the  ancient  lands  of  Catana,  but  others  from  the  neighbouring 
territories*  This  he  did,  in  part  to  obtain  warriors,  on  whom  he  could 
depend ;  and  in  part  that,  after  his  death,  he  might  be  honoured  as  a 
hero,  or  ranked  among  the  Gods  J. 

He  died  in  Catana ;  and,  as  he  wifhed,  was  there  honoured  as  a  hero, 
bccaufe  he  was  there  confidcred  as  the  fecond  founder  of  the  town. 

In  the  fourth  year  of  the  79th  Olympiad,  459  years  before  Chrift, 

♦  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  cap.  iii.  p.  379. 

f  Sec  WeflcUng's  remarks  on  Diodorus :  vol.  i.  p.  485  :  where  he  proves  that  Cha- 
rondas was  not  only  the  lawgiver  of  Thuria  but  of  his  native  place,  Catana^  and  of  the 
other  towns  of  Italy,  and  Sicily,  that  received  colonies  from  Chalcis.  Thefe  were  in  Italy 
Rhegium,  in  Sicily  Zancle,  Naxus,  Leontium,  Catana,  Euboea,  Myhr,  Himera,  and  Calli- 
polis.  Ariftode  fays  of  Charondas  that,  except  his  laws  againft  falfe  witneiTes,  nothing 
was  properly  his  own  ;  but  that  no  lawgiver  of  his  ( Ariftotle's)  age  could  be  compared  to 
him  in  precifion,  and  elegant  perfpicuity  of  ezprefEon.  Xot^m^H  ^  lim*  fuf  niev  enrxiiv 
ai  duKoi  rm  ^^cvSo/Msfri/f «y.  irgstTos  yccg  csrofn^  rn9  smjun^v^  rn  i*  cutgiffeia  rm  nfjuov  In  yxosfv^ 
fwregof  MM  jSiv  vvv  vofioBiTuv.     Ariftotelis  FoK  lib.  ii«  C.  12. 

^  Diod.  lib.  zi.  vol.  i.  p.  440. 

7  ^  Ducetius, 
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Ducetius,  the  leader  of  the  Siculi,  bore  arms  againft  Catana }  becaufe 
its  citizens  had  robbed  him  of  part  of  his  territory.  It  was  likewife 
attacked  by  the  Syracufians,  in  revival  of  old  claims ;  and,  after  various 
defeats,  the  inhabitants  of  Catana,  or  jEtna,  were  obliged  to  forfake 
their  town,  and  retire  to  Ineflfa  *  :  to  which  place  they  then  gave  the 
name  of  iEtna. 

The  former  inhabitants  of  Catana  now  rcpofleffed  themfelves  of  their 
town,  and  again  called  it  by  its  former  name.  In  the  fecond  year  of 
the  94-th  Olympiad,  403  years  before  Chrift,  Dionyfius  the  elder  took 
Catana,  fold  the  inhabitants^  and  ceded  the  town  to  the  people  of 
Campania  f . 

There  was  a  family  in  Catana  that  was  called  ^Evas^ie^ :  or  the  piousw 
It  happened  once,  when  Mount  -ZEtna  (bed  its  fire  over  the  town,  two 
of  the  inhabitants  only  were  thoughtful  enough  to  proted  their  parents; 
one  of  whom  bore  away  his  father,  and  the  other  his  mother.  The 
river  of  fire  overtook  them ;  but  immediately  behind  them  divided 
itfelf  into  two  ftreams,  and  left  them  unhurt.  This  happened  before 
the  time  of  Alexander :  yet,  during  the  life  of  Paufanias,  who  lived  in 
the  Auguftan  age,  this  family  continued  to  be  revered  J* 

A  Roman  colony  was  fent  hither,  under  the  reign  of  Auguftus.. 
Great  remains  of  antiquity  ftill  exift  in  Catania.  A  part  of  the  Tbermay 
or  warm  baths,  are  in  good  prefervation ;  and  probably  we  ihould  have 
feen  more  of  them,  had  not  the  cathedral  been  built  aver  them.  A 
fubterranean  odagonal  hall  appears  to  me  to  be  ftill  uninjured ;  and 
aqueduds,  that  fupplied  the  water,,  are  partly  ftill  in  exiftence,  and  work 

mills. 

The  gymnafium  ftood  near  the  thermae,  and  muft  have  been  very^ 
large ;  for,  though  a  great  part  of  it  was  overwhehned  by  th^  lava  oF 

♦  CluYcrius  and  Weffcling  prove  that,  indie  text  of  Diodorus, inftead  of'Ewi<rwir  wc. 
ought  to  read  Iwwr^atv.  According  to  Quverius,  this  is  the  place  where  the  monaftery  of' 
Saint  Nicholas  now  ftands  -,  twelve  Italian  miles  from  Catania,  on  the  fide  of  Mount  iEtnaw 

\  Diod*  1.  *iv.  voL  i.  p.  65  \.  %  Paufiui.  lib.  x.  c  2?*. 
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the  year  1659,  there  flill  exxRs^  on  each  fide^a  fpacious  ftreet  that  be- 
longed to  it  with  many  arcades. 

.  Near  the  gymnafium  are  the  large  ruins  of  the  theatre,  where  not 
inany  of  the  feats  of  the  fpefkators  are  preferred :  but,  as  from  a  part 
of  the  half  circle  its  circumference  may  be  determined,  and  as  we  fiill 
fee  the  place  where  the  ftage  began,  we  can  eafily  form  an  eftimate  of 
the  breadth  of  the  whole  from  its  vifible  length.  The  paffages  are 
fomc  of  them  in  good  prefervation,  and  fo  are  the  ftaircafes  of  the  three 
different  ftories,  and  many  of  the  vomitoria.  The  late  Prince  Bifcari 
has  removed  the  rubbiih,  under  which  it  l^y,  at  his  own  expence. 

The  Catanians  affirm  that  it  was  in  this  theatre  that  Alcibiades  made 
the  oration,  by  which  he  fixed  the  attention  of  the  people  till  the  Athe- 
nian warriors  had  got  poffeflion  of  the  town.  Thucydides  and  Diodorus 
mention  the  ftratagem,  but  not  the  theatre. 

Annexed  to  the  great  theatre  is  a  fmaller  one,  covered  in,  which  was 
called  the  Odeum:  but  no  one  knows  for  what  purpofe  the  Odeum  was 
intended.  The  name  appears  to  fignify  that  it  was  defigned  for  mufic : 
its^  very  roof  feems  to  denote  that  this  was  its  deftination.  Of  the 
Odeum  in  Catania  the  external  circumference  only  is  now  to  be  feen. 
Like  the  theatre  of  Marcellus  in  Rome,  the  greateft  part  of  it  is.  changed 
into  habitations  for  poor  families. 

What  is  faid  of  certain  beafts,  that,  having  tafted  of  blood,  from 
blood  they  cannot  refrain,  may  be  juftly  faid  of  the  Romans ;  who, 
having  once  accuftomed  themfelves  to  the  ferocious  combats  of  favage 
animals,  and  more  favage  men,  could  not  exiil  without  fuch  fpedacles. 
There  are  large  remains  of  a  Roman  amphitheatre  ilill  (landing  in 
Catania. 

The  lower  part,  for  it  confifted  of  three  orders,  is  covered  with  rab- 
bifti.  Much  of  the  fecond  order  is  remaining,  but  little  of  the  third  j 
for,  in  the  time  of  Theodoric,  King  of  the  Goths,  the  ftones  were 
taken  away  and  uled  for  building  the  city. 

Catania  has  feveral  times  been  vifited.by  earthquakes,  and  the  rivers 
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of  fire  that  are  poured  out  by  iEtna.  In  the  fpring  of  the  third  year 
of  the  88th  Olympiad,  424  years  before  Chrift,  the  fiery  lava  iflued 
from  the  mountain,  and  laid  defolate  the  territory  of  Cataha  *. 
■  In  the  year  1669,  Catania  fufFered  miferably  from  the  terrible  erup- 
tion of  the  mountain.  The  lava  flowed  in  a  broad  and  deep  ftream 
-tbv^lird  the  town.  The  farther.it  departed  from  the  mouth  of  the  vol- 
cano the  more  flowly  it  flowed,  and  the  lefs  fluid  it  became.  Inftead 
of  melting  away  the  walls,  as  had  been  expedted,  it  was  Hopped  by 
them,  rofe  above  them,  and  flowed  over  them. 

:  Two  remarkable  phaenomena  were  produced  by  this  lava ;  the  traces 
of  which  will  continue  till  they  are  removed  by  fom?  earthquake,  or 
fome  new  eruption.  On  the  weft  of  the  town  ftood  the  ancient  Bene* 
'cli<aine  monaftery,  which  now  conftitutes  only  a  fmall  part  of  the 
former  building.  Toward  the  walls  of  this  monaftery  a  high  ftream 
of  lava  flowed,  furrounded  it  on  feveral  fides^  and  remained  without 
touching  it  immediately  before  the  wall.  The  afpeft  of  the  indurated 
mafs  is  very  remarkable. 

Another  ftream  of  lava  overflowed  that  arm  of  the  river  Gludicdlo^ 
•which  was  called  Canale  delDuca;  and,  as  the  water  was.much  valued, 
the  inhabitants  made  a  deep  opening  through  the  condenfed  lava,  from 
which  iflTued  a  copious  ftream :  and  the  clear  water  now  continues 
to  run  from  the  vaulted  lava,  like  fprings  from  a  grotto  of  rock. 

The  river  Giudice/Io  is  the  Amenas  or  Amenanus^  of  the  ancients. 
The  Amenas  is  mentioned  by  Pindar,  in  his  firft  Pythian  ode.  It 
xifes  in  Mount  JEtna  ;  and  its  principal  ftream  is  frequently  invifible, 
and  divides  itfelf  into  many  fubterranean  branches :  but  it  flows 
through  the  town  above  the  ground.     Ovid  fays  of  it 


-Sicanias  vohens  Amenanus  arenas 


Nuncfluit^  interdum  fupprejftsfontibus  aret. 

Ovid.  1.  xr.  279. 


•  Thuc.  lib.  ui. 
Vol.il  3O  Large 
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Large  Amehane,  impure  with  yellourfands^ 
Runs  rapid  often  and  as  often  {lands. 

DRYDENy  r.  428. 

It  is  now  invifible ;  and  it  richly  fupplied  the  numerous  acjueduds  c^ 
the  ancient  town,  feveral  of  which  are  yet  remaining  *• 

The  earthquake  of  the  year  1 169  was  a  dreadful  one;  and,  accord^ 
ing  to  Amico,  14,000  of  the  inhabitants  of  Catania  were  deftroyed,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  fields  were  defolated  by  the  ftreaming  fires  of 
^tna. 

Both  thefe  terrors  of  nature  again  vifited  Catania  in  the  laft  century ; 
when,  in  the  year  1693,  the  town  by  an  earthquake  was  nearly  re- 
duced to  a  pile  of  ruins. 

Catania  however  rofe  out  of  its  rubbifli  with  reviving  beauties.  The 
broad  ftreets  are  now  carried  in  a  right  line  direction,  and  handfomely 
built.  As  it  enjoys  both  a  confiderable  trade  and  is  fituated  in  one 
of  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  the  moft  fertile  country  of  Europe,  its  inha- 
bitants feel  the  bleflings  of  profperity  :  and,  in  the  year  1783,  when* 
great  part  of  Meffina  was  thrown  down  by  the  earthquake,  Catania  at 
its  own  expence  aided  in  rebuilding  that  city.  In  population,  it  is  the 
fecond  place  in  Sicily :  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  continually 
incrcafmg,  nor  is  this  number  limited  by  its  walls. 

According  to  the  eftimate  of  fomc  perfons,  Catania  contains  eighty 
thoufand  people :  but  the  fanguine  Sicilians  and  Italians  muft  be  cau* 
tioufly  trufted,  when  they  form  thefe  eftimatcs  of  their  own  numbers. 
At  the  time  that  Amico  wrote  his  valuable  Lexicon  Topograpbicum 
Siculum^  which  may  be  about  thirty  years  ago,  the  number  of  inhabit-r 
ants  was  given  at  twenty-five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eighty 
which  number  may  probably  have  increafed  to  forty  thoufand  fouls. 

The  Benedi<9:ine  monaftery  is  a  magnificent  building.  Thefe 
monks  formerly  lived  on  the  declivity  of  ^tna,  at  San  Nicolao  della 
Rena ;  where  fome  of  their  lay  brothers  ftill  receive  travellers :  but,  in 

♦  Vid.  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 

4  the 
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the  year  1558,  they  were  removed  to  Catania;  and  they  now  only 
refide  in  their  former  abode  during  fome  weeks  of  the  hot  fcafon,  and 
the  time  of  vintage,  having  been  obliged  to  forfake  it  by  earthquakes, 
and  the  vicinity  of  the  volcano. 

The  monaftery  in  Catania  po/Tefles  a  handfome  church,  the  organ 
of  which  is  celebrated,  a  large  but  ill  arranged  mufeum,  a  library,  and 
two  gardens  that,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  afford  no 
umbrageous  bowers. 

The  fervices  rendered  to  this  town  by  the  late  Prince  Bifcari  are  well 
known.  He  was  adive  in  promoting  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory, 
and  the  developing  of  antiquity,  was  a  benefadlor  to  his  fellow  citizens^ 
a  friend  to  the  Mufes,  and  a  hofpitable  hoft  to  ftrangers.  His  fons, 
Rke  himfelf,  receive  ftrangers  with  friendfhip,  and  with  unafFeded 
Amenity.  The  collc<aion  of  their  ample  mufeum  is  much  praifed : 
but  1  am  too  great  a  novice  in  natural  hiftory  to  be  able  to  do  full 
juftice  to  this  beautiful  cabinet. 

They  have  likewife  a  very  large  coUeAion  of  antiques.  When  the 
late  Prince  caufed  the  rubbiih  to  be  removed,  many  pillars  and  ftatues 
were  found,  that  now  embellifti  the  mufeum.  Among  them  was  a  large 
^orfo  :  a  body,  without  head,  hands  and  legs,  which  is  very  beautiful : 
but  which  of  the  Gods  of  the  ancients  this  ftatue  reprefented  I  dare  not 
hazard  an  opinion  concerning,  much  lefs  a  decifive  judgment.  When 
Winkelmann,  from  the  mufcles  of  the  back  of  the  famous  Tor/h  at 
Rome,  imagined  he  could  fee  the  perfedi  ftatue,  and  prophefy  like  the 
Pythia  on  the  tripod,  who  eould  forbear  to  fmile  at  the  inebriety  of 
this  feeling  man,  great  as  his  knowledge  was  ?  But  the  cold  inebriety 
of  ignorance  is  difgufting.  Rie4efel,  a  good  judge  and  a  difceroing 
connoiffeur,  believed  this  Tor/b  to  be  a  Bacchus.  It  does  not  however 
appear  to  me  to  poffefs  thofe  foft  beauties  which  charafterized  the 
antique  ftatues  of  Bacchus.  And,  to  thofe  who  imagine  it  to  be  a 
Jupiter,  we  may  anfwer  that,  had  it  been  fo,  the  lower  part  of  tho 
beard  muft  now  have  been  vifible  on  the  breaft. 

3  0  2  A  bronze 
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A  bronze  head,  of  Antinous,  is  among  the  moft  beautiful  heads  that 
I  have  any  where  feen. 

The  colled  ion  is  rich  in  little  deities,  or  bronze  and  earthen  Egyp- 
tian and  Greek  idols,  tear  vials,  lamps,  and  other  particulars. 

The  Prince  collected  Greek  vafes  with  the  greater  fuccefs  becaufe 
the  remains  of  ancient  Camarina,  one  of  the  Urged  of  the  Greek 
towns  of  Sicily,  were  within  his  manor :  and  never  were  more  beauti^ 
ful  vafes  any  where  found. 

A  little  blue  vafe,  that  looks  fomething  like  porcelain,  is  confidered  aa 
a  valuable  ornament  to  this  coUedion :  becaufe  it  is  believed  to  be  a' 
vas  murrbinumj  which  was  very  highly  valued  by  the  ancients  *• 

A  fragment  of  an  obelilk  of  Egyptian  granite  probably  was  the 
counterpart  of  another  fragment  of  an  obeliik,  that  ftands  in  the  great 
place  of  Catania  erefted  on  the  back  of  an  elephant  of  lava.  Both  the 
ebeliiks  may  have  been  ufed  as  the  goals  of  the  race  courfe  of  the 
Circus,  which  the  Romans  erefled.  They  are  of  Egyptian  workman- 
fliip,  as  is  evident  from  the  hieroglyphics. 

A  ftone  which  was  found  in  Agironty  the  ancient  Agyrium^  the  na- 
tive piace  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  contains  the  following  infcription : 

AIOAXiPOS   AnOAAXlNIOr. 
^^  DiodorM  the  Ion  of  ApoUomus.^ 

Probably  this  ftone  covered  the  aflics  of  the  annalift,  who  threw  fq 

♦  It  is  not  accurately  known  of  what  fubftance  the  murra^  or  murrha^  of  the  ancients 
confided.  Pliny  fays  it  was  brought  from  the  £a(l,  and  was  held  to  be  a  humid  fub*^ 
ftance,  which  was  eonfolidated  by  heat  in  the  eardi ;  and  the.  vafes  that  were  made  of  it 
were  famous  for  the  play  of  the  colours,  a  certaia  clear  polifli  (Splendor  his  Jine  virihus^ 
nitorque  verms  quamfp!end$r)  and  their  odout-  The  whole  defer iption  of  Pliny  is  maf* 
terly.    Plin^  Nat.  Hjfi.  1.  z^xvii.  c.  8. 

'  When  Auguftus  took  Alexandria,  he  feleded  nothing  from  the  rich  royal  fiimiturt 
bBt  a  beaker  of  murrba.  Suet,  in  Fit.  OBav.  ^l.  ThePrioce  of  Bifcarihas  written, a 
treatife  on  vafes  of  murYha :  the  title  of  wluch  is  Ragionamfnto  4e  Vaf  Murrini. 

7  bxucIl 
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much  light  on  ancient  hiftory ;  and  particularly  on  the  hiftory  of  this 
his  native  ifland. 

The  colledion  of  gems,  cameos^  and  intaglios,  is  excellent ;  and  the 
cabinet  of  ancient  coins  is  perhaps  the  moft  perfect  in  Sicily. 

The  late  Prince  caufed  a  large  villa  to  be  laid  out  on  the  broad  back 
of  the  lava ;  which,  in  the  year  1669,  flowing  from  iEina,  ran  into  the 
fea.  This  enquiring  man  wiihed  to  make  an  experiment,  or  rather 
wiflied  to  afford  pofterity  an  experiment,  of  the  time  neceffary  for 
human  induftry  to  render  the  lava  capable  of  cultivation.  He  made  a 
broad  road,  at  a  prodigious  expence,  over  the  ridgy  and  by  him 
plained  lava :  on  each  fide  of  which  he  filled  up  the  hollows  with 
earth,  on  which  he  planted  trees.  The  decayed  leaves  have  by  time 
fo  foftened  the  hard  fubftance  of  the  lava  that  the  tender  roots,  after 
firft  infinuating  themfelves,  have  continued  to  penetrate  inceffantly  ; 
till,  by  the  uninterrupted  but  flow  progrefs  of  vegetation,  the  lava,  like 
the  rock^has  been  obliged  to  yield.  It  apeared  to  me  that,  in  fome  parts^ 
the  beautiful  caper  plant,  and  the  Indian  fig,  have  taken  root  in  the 
already  fubfiding  lava,  where  ho  earth  has  been  laid.  The  huge  maflea 
are  ftill  as  hard  as  rock ;  fome  parts  excepted,  where  the  hollows 
retain  the  water :  and  they  begin  to  be  clothed  with  gray  mofs,  whick 
k  among  the  firftlings  of  reviving  vegetation. 

The  nature  of  lava  is  very  different;  as  I  evidently  faw  by  compar- 
ing that  near  Pompeii,  which  had  remained  thirty  years,,  and  that 
which  had  remained  five  hundred,  befide  the  Lago  del  Re  in  the  ifland 
of  Ifchia.  In  both,  thp  fcanty  commencement  of  vegetation  is  nearly 
equal.  Nay  the  fame  volcano  will  emit  different  lavas,  that  are  very 
diffimilar  in  kind.  The  annals  of  nature  are  highly  honourable  ;  and 
arc  like  the  tables  of  the  law,,  written  by  the  hand  of  God  :  but  he^ 
who  believes  that  in  them  he  can  difcover  their  author^  will  not  be  dar- 
ing enough  to  give  any  accurate  eftimate  of  their  duration-  Such  a 
man  will  frequently  recbUeft  the  infcriptiou  in  the.  temple  of  the  Delr 
phic  Apollo; 
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'Oi;  Tiiyttf  sit  uftnrrttf  sPOm  ayi/jLcuvsi, 

*'  I-ic  fays  nothing,  he  conceals  nothing,  he  gives  tokens." 

Tlie  lava  of  the  year  1669,  on  which  the  villa  of  the  Prince  of  Bif-- 
cari  was  laid  out,  by  overflowing  an  arm  of  the  Giudicdlo^  dammed  up 
its  mouth  and  changed  it  into  a  (landing  lake,  which  is  fupplied  by  a 
fpring.  As  the  occafional  inundations  of  this  lake  made  the  air  un- 
healthy, tlie  Prince caufed  another  mouth  to  be  dug;  through  which 
the  fuperfluous  water  may  empty  itfelf,  into  the  fea.  Thefe  waters  are 
flocked  with  fifli,  planted  with  trees,  and  enclofed  in  the  garden. 
From  this  garden,  looking  northward  to  the  fea,  we  faw  the  three  conic 
cliffs,  which  were  called  Cliffs,  or  Cyclops,  by  the  ancients :  their  mo- 
dern name  is  Gli  Farigltaru 

To  another  private  perfon,  who  lived  before  the  Prince  I  have  men- 
tioned, and  who  was  of  the  family  of  Cutelli,  the  town  is  indebted  for  , 
its  Collegio  Nobile ;  or  college  for  nobles  ;  which  is  of  his  founding  and 
endowing,  for  the  refidence  and  education  of  twenty-four  of  the  young 
nobility.  All  who  are  of  the  family  of  Cutelli,  or  who  are  related  to 
it,  are  admitted  gratis. 

The  building  and  its  external  appearance  arc  beautiful.  Whether 
the  intelledual  and  moral  parts  of  this  inftitution  equal  its  outward 
form,  and  whether  the  education  of  the  pupils  correfponds  to  the 
founder*s  intention,  are  particulars  of  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  any  good  account.  I  only  know  that  they  are  inftrufted  in 
religion  and  languages,  in  the  fciences,  horfemaniliip,  fencing,  and 
dancing. 

The  univerfity  is  the  principal,  and  in  a  certain  fenfe  the  only,  one 
In  the  ifland  ;  for  the  fludents,  in  phyfic  and  law,  who  have  entered 
fhemfelves  at  Palermo,  if  they  wifh  for  employment,  muft  complete 
their  education  in  Catania. 

Don  Giufeppe  Gioeni,  who  is  a  defcendant  of  the  famous  houfe  of 
Anjou,  that  once  governed  Sicily,  is  Major-domo  to  .the  queen,  Cham* 

berlain^ 
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berlain,  and  Profeflbr  of  natural  hiftory,  in  this  univerfity.  The 
world  is  eager  for  the  publication  of  his  hiftory  and  defcription  of 
^tna  ;  from  which  much  is  expeded.  He  poflefles  a  large  and  well 
arranged  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory. 

The  le£lurer  in  botany,  an  intelligent  and  friendly  man,  has  laid 
out  a  botanical  garden ;  by  which  he  has  fupplied  a  public  want,  as  far 
as  it  was  in  the  power  of  a  private  perfon.  His  fon  is  to  be  the  fuc- 
ceflbr  of  the  father*  Among  many  plants  of  many  countries,  we  here 
found  buck  wheat,  the  currant  bufh,  and  the  lily  of  the  valley,  as  exo- 
tics. Neither  do  rafpberries  nor  ftrawberries  grow  in  Sicily.  The 
lily  of  the  valley,  or  May  lily,  grows  wild,  as  it  does  with  us,  in  fome 
parts  of  the  illand  j  and  blows  in  April.  It  could  not  be  the  lily  of 
which  the  Cyclops^  Polyphemus,  told  the  Nymph,  Galatea  ;  for  that 
blows  in  winter.  Neither  could  it  be  the  poppy  of  which  he  fpoke  j 
for  that  blows  in  fummer. 

*X1  (Ml  or*  ^  CTWEV  fA  a  fJLarnf  Sfoyx^*  tx^^^ 
'X2$  xaTiio¥  tmriVf  km  rcat  x'f^  '^^^  sftXaa-ay 
Ai  fu}  TO  rofta  xng '  iftpov  h  roi  4  x^iva  T^unaj 
'H  yucum  amoOiav^  s^u^fa  ^XaToyfpvi  ix^ia-cof. 
'Ayjia  ra  fASv  ^s^sofy  rait  yiverat  iv  x^^t^^^ ' 
^Hr*  «K  av  TOi  rcwra  ftguv  ayta  itaari  iiuva^. 

Theoc.  id.  xi.  54^ 

Had  I,  Ul^e  fifh^  with  fins  and  gills  been  made, 
Then  might  I  in  your  element  have  play'd ; 
With  cafe  have  dxv'd  beneath  your  azure  tide. 
And  kifs'd  your  hand,  though  you  your  lips  deny'd : 
Brought  lilies  fair,  or  poppies  red  y  that  grow 
in  fumnier's  folfticei  or  in  winter's  fnow. 
Thefe  flowers  I  could  not  both  together  bear  ' 
That  bloom'd  in  different  feaibns  of  the  year. 

Fawkes. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  what  white  flower  it  is  that  Theocritus 
calls  the  lily*     The  lily  of  the  valley  blooms  here  in  April :  the  gr^ak 

lily 
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lily  in  fummer.     I  have  been  told  of  a  third  kind,  of  a  medium  fize : 
but  this  likewifc  blooms  in  fpring. 

I  have  received  great  pleafure  from  my  acquaintance  with  Signer 
Francefco  Ferrara,  profeflbr  of  natural  hiftory  ;  for  whom  I  brought  a 
letter  from  the  great  Spalanzani.  He  is  an  interefting  and  friendly 
young  ecclefiaftic ;  and  is  the  better  enabled  to  give  us  the  information 
we  wifh,  on  our  intended  journey  to  jEtna,  becaufe  heis  a  nativeof 
the  little  town  of  Trecaftagne,  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

The  people  of  Catania  are  now  building  a  new  molo^  or  ftone  dam, 
the  better  to  fecure  their  haven  againft  the  fea  ;  and,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  durable  cement  for  this  work,  they  caufe  pozzolana^  or  volcanic 
earth,  to  be  brought  from  Mount  Vefuvius :  which  they  ufe  after  the 
manner  of  the  ancients ;  who  procured  pozzo/afia^  before  they  knew 
what  it  was,  to  mix  with  lime.  The  mixture  of  earth  and  aflies  muft 
therefore  be  very  different  at  Vefuvius  to  what  it  is  at  Mount  ^tna : 
fince  that  of  Vefuvius  is  thus  brought  to  the  very  foot  of  the  former 
mountain. 

The  principal  trade  of  Catania  Js  in  corn  and  pot-afhes. 


Ti 


LETTER    XCIV. 

Giarre,  at  the  foot^f  Mount  ^tna,  7th  July  1792. 

HE  day  before  yefterday,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  we 
proceeded  on  our  journey  ;  and  faw  before  us  the  fmoking  i£tna,  the 
grand  boundary  of  our  toun 

'    The  mountain  was  more  than  once  concealed  by  clouds :  nay  it  once 
began  to  rsun,  and  we  were  alarmed  left  bad  weather  (hould,  to  our 

great 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  473 

great  difappointment,  arrive  at  the  moft  interefting  mortient  of  our 
peregrination.  But  we  were  foon  relieved:  the  fky  was  clear,  and 
the  white  pillar  of  fraoke  rofe  before  us  in  the  blue  horizon. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Catania,  we  were  flruck  at  the  afpeft  of  the  lava 
of  the  year  1669 ;  which  fpreads  a  gloom  over  the  entrance  of  the 
Val  Demoue ;  abundant  as  it  is  in  the  grandeft  beauties  of  nature,  and, 
if  my  fenfations  do  not  deceive  me,  the  moft  delightful  country  1  have 
ever  beheld.  It  contains  within  itfelf  -^tna,  the  fhores  of  the  ftraits,  and 
the  north  coaft  of  Sicily,  as  far  as  the  Fiume  Grande ;  which  runs  be- 
tween Cefalu  and  Termini.  The  Valdi  Noto  ceafes  at  Catania  ;  but,  in 
the  time  of  Fazello,  Catania  was  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  Val  De^ 
mont. 

The  vineyards  of  Catania  are  now  reckoned  as  a  part  of  this  pro- 
vince ;  and  are  planted  among  the  black  projeding  lava,  which  is  often 
embraced  by  the  fpreading  branches  of  the  vine. 

Here  the  lower  region,  or  regionc  pie  montana^  of  ^tna  begins.  Like 
Vefuvius,  Mount  -^tna,  by  the  influence  of  its  volcanic  air  and  afties, 
fpreads  round  it  an  extraordinary  fertility ;  and  thus  compenfates  for 
the  ravages  it  commits,  feven  fold. 

Some  of  the  ancients  confidered  it  as  the  highcft  degree  of  happincfs, 
to  be  able  to  heap  all  poflible  mifchief  on  their  enemies ;  and  all  poffible 
benefits  on  their  friends.  To  fuch,  -flitna  was  a  perfect  image  of  the 
grandeur  after  which  they  afpired. 

Soon  after  we  had  left  the  town,  we  faw  the  two  Monti  Grojfi^  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  monaftery  of  San  Nicolao  ddla  Rena :  or 
Saint  Nicholas  of  the  Sand  :  twelve  Italian  miles  from  Catania.  Tfie 
whole  country  confifts  of  volcanic  matter  j  from  the  black  back  of 
which  we  are  aftonifhed  to  fee  the  verdant  and  vigorous  produce  of 
corn,  wine,  and  oil.  This  occafions  it  to  be  very  populous ;  and  the 
people  appear  to  be  induftrious,  and  to  enjoy  their  well  deferved  pro- 
fperity.  Their  houfes  are  moft  of  them  built  of  lava,  without  any 
cement  of  mortar  j  and  look  like  black  fpots,  amid  this  dazzling  ve- 

VoL.  II.  3  P  getation. 


474  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG- 

getatlon.  The  villages  Gravina,  Mafcaluccia,  Mazzanunciata,  and 
Nicolofi,  follow  each  other  ia  quick  fucceflion.  Beyond  Mazzanun* 
ciata,  on  the  left,  there  is  a  foreft  of  oak ;  and,  on  the  right,  piftachio 
trees.  Immediately  afterward,  a  waftc  of  lava  fpreads  itfelf  j  between 
the  high  rugged  mafles  of  which  there  is  a  narrow  path. 

The  village  of  Nicolofi  ftands  near  the  Af (?////  GroJJi:  which  moun- 
tains fwell  in  a  femi-circular  manner,  like  the  two  breafts  of  a  woman ; 
and  join  each  other  at  the  bottom  like  the  two  hills  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  that  emitted  lava  in  the  year  1 767 :  which  ran  into 
the  fea,  near  the  ruins  of  Pompeii.  The  Monti  GroJJi  of  ^tna  how- 
ever are  much  more  lofty.  At  -£tna,  nature  employs  a  flandard  very 
different  from  that  with  which  fhe  meafures  Vefuvius.  The  Monti 
Grojffi  like  wife  rofe  from  the  terrible  eruption  of  the  year  1669.  '^^ 
furrounding  lava  begins  to  wear  a  thin  vegetation  ;  and,  in  the  bareft 
parts,  is  generally  covered  with  a  grey  mofs. 

I  know  not  whether  the  gloom  excited  by  this  lava  be  not  exceeded 
by  the  black  bed  of  a(hes,  which  is  nearly  a  mile  in  breadth,  that  lies 
between  the  village  of  Nicolofi  and  the  monaftery  of  San  Nicolao  della 
Rena.  But  this  does  but  render  the  vines,  pine  trees,  fruit  trees,  pop- 
lars, and  chefnuts,  that  furround  the  monaftery,  the  more  charming. 

Here  we  arrived  at  eight  in  the  evening :  but  it  is  only  inhabited  by' 
a  lay  brother,  belonging  to  the  great  Benedictine  monaftery  of  Cata- 
nia ;  and  that  folcly  for  the  convenience  of  travellers. 

This  ancient  monaftery  was  founded  in  the  year  1156;  and  was 
inhabited  by  the  monks  till  the  year  1558,  when  they  removed  to 
Catania,  According  to  probable  conjeftures,  it  ftands  in  the  place  where 
the  ancient  Inefla  was  built. 

After  having  refreftied  ourfelves  and  our  animals  a  little,  we  pro- 
ceeded farther  ;  it  being  then  ten  o'clock  at  night.  During  an  hour, 
we  faw  by  moonlight  nothing  but  lava.  We  then  arrived  at  the  mid- 
dle region  of  jEtna  :  which  is  likewife  called  the  woody. 

On  this  fide,  it  is  covered  with  oaks,  and  fome  beech  trees :  the  fight 

of 
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of  which  gave  us  the  greater  pleafure  becaufe  this  charming  tree  is 
fcldom  met  with  in  Italy,  and  Sicily.  But  neither  the  tree  nor  its  foli- 
age attains  the  fame  beauty,  here,  as  they  do  in  our  country. 

Many  pines  and  firs  formerly  grew  in  the  forefts  of  -^tna.  The 
elder  Dionyfius  felled  the  half  of  his  (hip  timber  there :  but,  in  the 
time  of  Diodorus  Siculus,  the  growth  of  thefe  trees  muft  have  ceafed  ; 
as  this  writer  exprefsly  remarks  that  they  had  formerly  been  found  here 
in  great  abundance  *.  Even  in  the  time  of  Hiero  the  Second,  -/Etna 
abounded  in  pines :  for  this  King  caufed  as  much  timber  to  be  felled 
from  thefe  forefts,  for  the  conftrudion  of  his  prodigious  galley,  as 
would  have  been  fufEcient  for  building  fixty  galleys  f .  Pindar,  a  con- 
temporary of  Gelo  and  of  Hiero  the  Firft,  fpeaks  of  the  black-leafed 
heights  of  j^tna  in  his  firft  Pythian  ode. 

The  full  moon,  with  interchanging  hills,  valleys,  and  woods  on  our 
left,  and  on  our  right  the  flaming  clouds  of  fmoke,  which,  rifing  over 
the  erupting  floods  of  fire  concealed  the  fummit  of  the  mountain  from 
us,  and  which  wound  themfelves  like  a  fpiral  pillar  of  flame,  imparted 
to  this  night  fuch  a  combination  of  beauties  as  only  can  be  found  on 
this  mountain ;  and  even  here  but  feldom,  though  not  more  unfrequent 
than  dignified.  Never  did  I  before  behold  the  moon  and  ftars  fo 
bright,  as  in  this  high  and  pure  region  of  ain 

At  the  end  of  the  foreft  is  what  is  called  the  goat-cavern :  which  is  a 
deep  arching  formed  by  the  overhanging  lava.  When  I  returned  the 
following  day  from  the  top  of  -^tna,  and  faw  a  fhepherd  pafturing  his 
goats  and  (heep  in  this  cavern,  I  could  not  forget  the  goatherd  of  The- 
ocritus :  who^  in  the  full  feeling  of  his  happinefs,  exclaims ;  v 

AiTMK  tfax%^  ifM*  JLwyoi  moXov  arrfev  ivotxo)^ 
Koi>aiS  Iv  TTtTfri^iv'  lx«  h  r(H  oa^  »  wiif» 

Theoc.  Id.  ix.  15. 


Diod.  vol.  i.  p»  676.  f  Athen.  lib.  v. 
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^Etna's  my  parent !  there  I  love  to  dwell, 
Where  the  rock-mountains  form  an  atnple  cclL 
And  there,  with  affluence  bleft,  as  great  I  live 
As  fwains  can  wiOi  -,  or  golden  flumbers  give. 
By  me  large  flocks  of  goats  and  (heep  are  fed  : 
Their  wool  my  pillow  and  their  fldns  my  bcdv 

Fawkes,  2I<. 

Soon  after  this,  the  high  defcrt  country  began ;  and  the  air  was  very 
cold.  At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  alighted  from  our  mules,  and 
gave  our  frozen  limbs  the  protection  of  another  lava  cavern :  where  we 
lay  down  under  the  overhanging  lava,,  among  black  afhes  and  fharp 
angular  drofs ;  a  fituation  that  would  have  been  very  welcome  to  us 
for  fome  hours,  had  time  permitted  us  to  take  this  repofe.  We  flayed 
only  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  and  did  but  feel  the  cold  more  fenfibly 
when  we  again  continued  our  journey. 

As  the  laft  was  a  mild  winter,  and  the  preceding  fummer  had  been 
very  hot,  the  moderate  fun  of  the  prefent  fummer  has  almoft  melted 
the  fnow  from  the  back  of  Jitna.  The  fnow  that  is  here  preferved  in  cliffs 
and  caverns,  trodden  down  and  covered  over  with  afties,  will  probably 
not  be  fufficient  to  laft  till  the  feafon  of  new  fnow :  although  it  ufually 
begins  to  fnow  on  Mount  iEtna  as  early  as  September :  efpedally  as, 
in  cafe  the  fnow  fliould  fall  late  in  the  feafon,  they  have  no  refource 
but  in  thefe  hoards.  Each  of  the  neighbouring  towns  has  its  parti* 
cular  magazine :  the  mati  who  brings  the  fnow  to  Catania  was  our 
guide. 

The  Cyclops,  Polyphemus,  invited  his  beloved  but  not  loving 
nymph,  Galatea,  to  the  frefli  water  of  the  rivulets ;  which  were  formed 
of  the  fnow  of  iEtna.  After  tempting  her  by  defcribing  the  riches  of 
his  ruftic  pofleffions,  he  adds — 

'EvTi  4^xfoy  v3«f ,  TO  (Ml  a  flroXi/JevJj w;  'Airva 

Tif  Ksv  Tttv  h  ^a}^aaff'caf  e^w  i  nviuff  sxoiro; 

Thsoc.  Id.  zi.  V.  47. 
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From  grove-croMrn'd  JBtna,  robM  in  puTcft  fnow. 
Cool  fprings  roll  neAar  to  the  fwains  below. 
Say,  who  would  quit  fuch  peaceful  fccnes  as  thefe^ 
For  bluftcring  billows,  and  tempcftuous  fcas  ? 

Fawkes. 

We  now  foon  faw  the  Monte  Roffo:  a  very  large  hill  of  Mount 
iEtna ;  and  indeed  the  higheft,  except  the  fummit  of  i£tna  itfelf. 
Some  travellers  have  confounded  this  Monte  Rojfo^  which  is  three 
Italian  miles  from  the  fummit  of  iEtna,  with  the  two  Monti  Grojfi; 
which  are  at  the  diftance  of  eighteen  miles  from  its  fummit. 

I  quote  the  following  paifage  concerning  it  from  a  pamphlet  puh- 
liflied  by  Don  Giufeppe  Gioeni :  the  title  of  which  is,  Relassione 
della  Eruzione  deW  Etna^  nd  mefe  di  luglio^  M,DCC,LXXXVII.  fcritta. 
D.  C.  G.  G.  (dal  Cav alter e  G.  Cioeni.     Catania^  1787*). 

"  This  mountain  was  formed  by  a  remarkable-  eruption  of  the  year- 
^M  75 1  ;  and,  from  the  colour  of  its  matter,  it  has  been  called  the  red. 
^  It  rifes  over  another  more  ancient  mountain,  to  which  it  forms  a 
^  back.  Its  fire  is  not  yet  extinguiihed,  for  it  frequently  emits  fmoke 
**  from  various  cavities ;  which  is  confidered  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
^^  mountain  as  a  prognoflic  of  bad  weather,  or  of  new  eruptions  from 
"  Mount  -ffitna.'* 

This  Monte  i?2^  twenty-five  years  ago  made  a  fearful  eruption. 
Deceived  by  the  moonlight,  we  fuppofed  it  to  be  the  lofty  head  of 
JExrxdi ;  the  top  of  which  was  concealed  by  the  clouds  of  night,  and 
its  own  fmoke. 

We  foon  however  recovered  fight  of  it ;  and,  in  the  grey  twilight, 
alighted  from  our  mules  at  the  foot  of  its  fummit :  which  cannot  in- 
deed fo  properly  be  called  the  fummit  as  the  higheft  of  the  mountains 
piled  upon  mountains.  We  expected  that  our  guide  would  have  con- 
duced us  to  the  uppermoll  height :  but  he  led  us  to  the  eaftern  foot  of 

*  An  account  of  the  Eruption  of  Mount  iEtna,  in  the  month  of  July,  1787 ;  written 
bf  the  Cavaliere,  Jofeph  Gioeni*    Catania^  1787. 

the 
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the  fummit ;  at  which  we  were  at  firft  diffatisfied.  Wc  were  foon 
however  convinced  that  we  could  not  have  reached  the  top  before  fun 
rife ;  and  that,  had  it  been  poffible,  we  could  not  have  endured  to 
remain  on  the  eaftern  fummit :  becaufe  a  weft  wind  blew  the  fmoke, 
and  fulphurous  vapour,  that  rofe  from  the  crater,  toward  the  eaft. 

It  was  fo  cold,  on  the  height  where  we  flood,  that  the  Reauniur 
thermometer  fell  a  degree  aful  a  half  t^elow  the  freezing  point.  The 
eldeft  fon  of  Landolina  *,  a  youth  of  about  twenty,  who  had  come 
with  us  from  Syracufc,  juft  as  we  alighted  from  our  mules,  was  over-, 
come  by  thjc  cold :  however,  he  foon  in  part  recovered  bimfelf ;  tUouglv 
not  entirely  during  fome  hours. 

Wc  now  beheld,  by  day  light,  fields  of  dcfolation  around  us,  wildly 
hurled,  and  intermingled  with  drofs,  black  aflies,  fnow,  and  vai^  maffes 
of  lava ;  which  had  been  vomited,  at  different  times,  from  the  mouth 
of  Mtm:  on  the  left,  the  fmoking  crater  rofe«  Before  us  lay,  in  the 
dlilant  deep,  the  Toro  and  other  hills  ;  and  a  continued  bellying  bed 
of  clouds,  the  darkening  extremities  of  which  the  eye  could  hot  clearly 
diftinguifh,  either  from  the  mountains  or  the  fea,  till  the  majefUc  fuA 
rofe,  in  fire,  and  reduced  every  objed  to  order.  It  was  a  new  "  divid- 
^^  ing  of  the  light  from  the  darknefs ;  and  of  the  dry  land  from  the 
"  gathering  together  of  the  waters  f.**  Chaos  feemed  to  unfold  itfelf, 
where  no  four-footed  beaft,tio  bird,  interrupted  the  folemn  filqace  of 
the  foroblefs  void. 

Wojii  heitten  Todien  begruberti  and  ietner  erftehn  wirdX  •  Mess.  cant.  i. 

as  Klopftock  fays,  of  the  ice-encircled  pole. 

JEtna  caft  his  bls^ck  fhades  over  the  grey  dawn  of  the  weftem  atmo- 
fphere ;  while  round  him  flood  his  fons,  but  far  beneath :  yet  volcanic 

*  Landolina  the  father  is  a  knight  of  Malta :  but  one  of  the  CavoHere  £  £vQ%hne^vf\iM 
are  albwed  to  marry. 

f  Gene£s,chap.  i.  ver.  4  and  10. 

:(  No  dead  are  buried  there  \  nor  any  there  wifl  fife* 

mountaina 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG-  479 

mountains  all :  in  number  fix-and-thirty,  each  a  Vefuvius.  To  the 
north,  the  eaft,  and  the  fouth,  Sicily  lay  at  our  feet ;  with  its  hills, 
and  rivers,  and  lakes,  and  cities.  In  the  low  deep,  the  clouds,  tinged 
with  purple,  were  difperfed  and  baniftied  from  the  prefence  of  the 
golden  fun :  while  their  fhades,  flying  before  the  weft  wind,  were  fcat- 
tered  over  the  landfcape  far  and  wide. 

After  paufing,  aftonifhed  and  enraptured  by  the  fublime  fpeftacle,  we 
began  our  afcent  to  the  fummit  of  the  mountain.  To  attain  this,  we 
had  to  crofs  a  large  traft  of  afhes,  and  lumps  of  drofs :  where  extreme 
caution  was  required,  to  prevent  falling  over  the  rugged  fcoria.  Nor 
could  caution  itfclf  aflTord  any  certainty  that  an  arm,  or  a  leg,  might  not 
be  broken :  fo  continually  did  the  hollow  cinders  turn  under  the  foot, 
and  fall  upon  it  at  every  ftep. 

Thefe  obftacles  being  overcome,  we  ftill  had  to  afcend  the  fummit; 
which  is  very  fteep,  arid  in  many  places  fo  flippery  that  you  can  with 
difficulty  get  foot-hold :  though  the  defcent  is  not  fo  very  fudden  as 
frequently  to  make  a  fall  dangerous.  We  found  fulphurous  vapours 
occafionally  rifing  fo  powerfully,  through  apertures,  that  we  were 
obliged  fuddenly  to  turn  from  thenu 

•  Being  frequently  under  the  neceffity  of  refting  to  take  breath,  we 
were  about  two  hours  before  we  arrived  at  the  top :  and  yet,  mifled  by 
the  defcriptions  of  fome  travellers,  we  aftually  figured  to  ourfelves 
greater  difficulties  than  we  found. 

And  now  we  ftood  befide  the  vaft,  circular,  and  to  the  eye  imper- 
vious, throat  of  ^tna.  The  form  it  has  aflumed  is  that  of  a  tunnel : 
except  that  the  circle  is  not  regular.  Its  contraQ:ing  abyfs  is  foon  loft 
to  the  fight.  In  various  places,  thin  clouds  of  fmoke  afcended  out  of 
fmall  cavities,  as  from  fo  many  chimneys :  while  the  mouth  itfelf  tem«- 
peftuoufly  emitted  its  whirlwinds  of  black  and  white  clouds,  in  a  fpiral 
column.  To  go  round  the  crater,  or  to  remain  a  moment  facing  the 
wind,  were  things  impoffible.  Even  with  the  wind  on  your  back,  by 
which  you  are  fecured  againft  the  fmoke  of  the  grand  crater,  you  are 
I  pained 
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pained  and  fufFocated  by  whifFs  of  fulphurous  vapours ;  V^hich  afcend- 
from  the  backs  of  the  fummit. 

As  in  Solfatara,  near  Pozzuoli,  fo  here  likewifc,  on  the  top  of  iEtna 
and  round  the  rim  of  the  crater, fraall  lumps  of  pure  fulpbur  are  found; 
which  they  alfo  are  round  the  fmall  cavities. 

The  circumference  of  the  mouth ♦  or  crater,  is  eftimated  at  from 
three  to  four  thoufand  paces.  Within,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  difcover, 
it  is  coated  with  fulphur. 

On  the  north,  feparated  from  the  ancient  crater  by  a  thin  wall,  or 
cruft  of  fulphur,  there  is  a  new  mouth  ;  which  was  opened  by  a  falling 
in  of  the  fummit,  in  the  month  of  May,  in  the  prefent  year.  This 
likewife  is  reund,  tunnel  formed,  and  impervious  to  the  eye.  Standing 
on  its  rim,  we  faw  the  whole  weft  part  of  the  ifland  (which,  for  fome 
hours,  had  been  concealed  from  us  by  the  mountain)  to  its  extremeft 
point ;  as  far  as  the  high  Monte  di  Trapani^  or  Eryx^  and  the  fea 
beyond.  Our  guide  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  Lipari  iflands, 
on  the  right :  but,  being  lefs  acquainted  with  the  country  than  he 
was,  I  could  not  diftinguifh  them  from  the  blue  clouds  of  the  ho- 
rizon. 

We  threw  ftones  into  this  crater;  which  rolled  like  diftant  thunder, 
till  they  at  laft  fell,  with  a  loud  din,  into  the  water  below.  After 
throwing  the  ftone,  I  counted  eight-and-forty  pulfations  before  I  heard 
the  dafhing  of  the  water.  This  experiment  feems  to  me  to  ftrengthen 
the  opinion  of  thofe  who  believe  that  the  mouths  of  the  volcano  arc 
open  to,  and  communicate  with,  the  fea. 

On  a  fudden,  we  heard  the  gulph  begin  to  roar,  with  a  found  like 
that  of  boiling  waters,  in  this  prodigious  cauldron  j  and  our  guide  ad- 
vifed  us  immediately  to  dt^part. 

When  this  mouth  firft  opened  itfelf,  about  eight  weeks  ago,  it  con- 
tinued for  feventeen  days  to  pour  out  lava ;  and  it  ceafed  when  the 
lava  began  to  iflue,  which  now  continues  to  flow  from  a  mountain 
adjoining  to  the  Monte  Roflb. 

We 
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We  found  it  lefs  difficult  to  go  down  than  to  afcend  the  moutitiLUi ; 
though  this  was  fufficicntlj  inconvenient,  befide  that  we  were  again 
obliged  to  pafs  over  a  long  bed  of  ilack  and  cinders. 

I  was  aftonifhed  to  find  every  where  over  the  fummit,  round  the 
crater  of  j£tna,  among  the  drofs,  and  even  on  the  fnow  and  ice,  the 
.beautiful  little  r^A/carabaus  *  with  black  fpots  ;  which  is  fo  commonly- 
found  in  Germany  among  the  grafs,  the  foliage,  or  the  com ;  where  it 
is  accuftomed  to  feed :  while  here^  in  this  defert,  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reach,  the  vegetation  of  xnofs  itfelf  ceafes ;  and  yet  T  never  any  where 
jfaw  thefe  infedts  more  full  of  life,  or  fo  numerous.  We  found  them 
moil  frequently  covering  the  lumps  of  fulphur ;  on  the  vsqpour  of 
which  no  doubt  they  feed,  while  the  warmth  of  the  fulphur  increafes 
their  numbers  and  their  vivacity. 

Before  we  remounted  our  nxules^  we  went  i^on  a  hill  of  afhes ;  on 
which,  a  few  years  ago,  there  were  great  remains  (landing  of  the  builds 
ing  which  was  called  La  Torr^  del  FUofofQ ;  or  the  tower  of  the  phikv* 
fopher.  It  has  been  affirmed  that  Empedqcles  refided  here,  to  obferve 
the  phenome^  of  the  mountain ;  and  nothing  pan  be  more  probable 
than  that  this  great  Sicilian  natucalift  particularly  dedicated  himfelf  to 
the  obfervation  of  ^tna :  but  the  tale  concerning  the  building  ia  as 
fabulous  as  that  which  you  know  is  related  by  Horace-^ 


"Deus  immortalls  haberi 


Dum  cupit  Empedocles^  ardentem  frigidus  JEtnam 

InjilmU  HoR.  Ars  Poet.  4^4. 

Then  will  I  tell  Empcdoclcs's  ftoryj 

Who,  nobly  fond  of  more  than  mortal  glory,  * 

Fond  to  be  deem'd  a  God,  in  madding  fit    .      - 
'^^ng'd  In  4€ild>lbod  in  ^tnaf s  fiory  pit. 
,   ■    .  FaiiNcis. 

Horace  found  it  .difficult  to  believe  this  tradition.     He  pnly  ufes  it, 
•  : ,        '     ;.  1  /i^jf*«^-:thc>dy.Writ  w  J  fujpofc^  iTy    ,  ,   :  ^,  ..;:  ,i  /  ^. 

\oi^.  !!•   *  3  0^  ^  as 
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as  a  (iaiile ;  and  the  old  woman's  tale,  that  Minz  betrayed  the  philo- 
fopher  by  cafting  up  his  flipper  of  brafs,  is  not  mentioned  by  the  poet. 

Formerly,  a  temple,  dedicated  to  Vulcan,  ftood  on  Mount  ^tna  j 
and  Cluverius  fuppofed  this  T'orre  del  Filofofo  to  be  the  ruins  of  that 
temple :  but  the  temple  muft  have  been  built  in  a  lower  re^on,  for 
there  was  a  grove  near  it ;  and  in  it  the  facred  fire  was  contained,  and 
dogs  were  kept.  The  philofopher*s  tower  muft  every  winter  have 
been  half  buried  in  fnow :  a  place  where  neither  man  nor  dog  could 
houfe,  and  near  which  no  tree  could  grow.  At  prefent,  very  few 
traces  of  the  building  are  remaining ;  and  the  little  that  is  to  be  (ctn 
appears  to  denote  it  was  of  later  ages*  The  Greeks  would  have  built 
of  hewn  ilone,  or  lava,  and  have  conftruded  their  building  without 
mortar.  * 

We  rode  the  way  that  we  came,  back  to  San  Nicolao  deHa  Rena ; 
where  we  arrived  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  wearied  and 
overheated,  but  heartily  glad  of  having  accompliihed  our  enterprife. 

An  hour  after  midnight,  we  once  more  proceeded  to  view  the 
ftreaming  lava  by  night ;  and  rode  for  fome  leagues  befide  that  which, 
in  the  year  1682,  was  thrown  out  of  the  volcano  called  Salto  del  Cane; 
or  hound's  leap. 

Our  narrow  way  led  us  through  many  windings;  fo  that  we  now 
faw  before  us,  now  behind  us,  and  again  at  our  fide,  the  glowing  river: 
and,  whenever  it  efcaped  our  view,  we  ftill  could  trace  its  courfe,  by 
the  red  fiery  vapour  that  it  emitted.  Before  our  arrival,  we  faw  on 
pur  left  the  lava  of  Monte  Roffo^  which  was  thrown  out  in  the  year 
1767 ;  and  rode,  while  approaching  the  fiery  ftream,  between  black 
maflfes  of  former  eruptions. 

The  prefent  lava  is  caft  from  the  heights  of  SoKJicio^  a  fide  hill  of 
Monte  Rojhy  like  a  waterfall ;  till  it  arrives  near  the  pliice  where  we 
ftood  in  a  kind  of  bottom,  but  is  there  prefled  forward  by  fucceediog 
ftreams,  and  again  continues  its  courfe  to  the  diftance  of  fourteen 
Italian  miles :  or  full  two  German  miles.  Littk  of  the  proper  lava  is 
^  feen. 
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fMn,  that  conftfts  of  the  liquefied  earths  and  rock :  for  it  is  covered  with 
the  glowing  drofs.  The  dream  is  "  a  worthy  pioneer,"  as  Hamlet  fays 
of  the  ghoft  of  his  father,  and  has  dug  itfelf  a  deep  bed  between  the 
ihores  of  its  fiery  flack  and  cinders.  In  the  place  where  it  falls  from 
above,  it  coUe&s  the  black  parts  in  the  middle ;  and  forms,  with  its 
correfponding  black  lines  in  a  lateral  direction,  fomething  like  the 
figure  of  a  fifti :  the  body  of  which  is  of  a  fiery  red,  and  the  outline 
of  the  back  black. 

As  the  drofs  of  the  (Iream  was  drawn  to  the  two  fides,  when  it 
touched  the  black  drofs  of  the  banks  it  adhered  ;  and  the  relieved  lava 
flowed  the  quicker;  and, as  the  banks  were  fomewhat  hollowed  under, 
we  could  there  fee  the  clear  flame-coloured  (Iream.  The  running,  or 
to  fpeak  more  properly  the  driven,  mafs  is  hard ;  fo  that,  if  a  fl:one  be 
thrown  upon  it,  a  found  is  heard  of  a  dull  or  dead  kind,  as  if  thrown  on 
iron  drofs ;  and  the  (lone  is  carried  along  the  ftream.  Every  inflarn* 
mable  fubftance  kindles  in  an  inftant ;  and  the  light  communicates  a 
dark  purple  colour,  to  the  infide  of  the  drofs  of  the  fliore.  The  afcend* 
iog  fmoke  gradually  becomes  clear ;  till  at  laft  it  has  a  motning  red 
appearance.  At  day-break,  bubbles  fwam  and  played  in  the  fmoke ; 
and  refleded  the  objeds  of  fea  and  land.  We  approached  very  near 
to  the  bank  of  the  fl:ream,  climbed  the  wall  of  drofs,  and  looked  into 
the  fiery  river  ;  but  could  not  remain  there  a  moment. 

The  whole  afpe£t  and  courfe  of  this  conflagration,  defcending  from 
above  and  colleding  in  the  deep  below,  then  dividing  into  meandering 
ftreams  and  forming  iflands,  was  inexpreflibly  fubHme.  Even  when 
the  dawn  appeared,  nay  after  the  fun  had  rifen,  though  lefs  fiery,  when 
near,  it  continued  to  be  of  a  glowing  red  colour.  At  a  difl;ance,  by 
day,  its  appearance  is  black. 

We  followed  for  a  little  way  its  downward  courfe ;  and  faw  below, 
vineyards,  and  gardens,  furrounded  by  its  fcorching  arms :  then  fud« 
denly,  with  loud  cracks,  wc  heard  the  high  drofly  ihores,  at  different 
places,  fall  into  the  flream.  We  could  likeyrife  difcover,  through  aper«. 

3  Q^  tures. 
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tures,  the  red  lava  (bimng,  and  in  feme  places  preffing  forward  on  fhe 
fide  on  which  we  ftood  j  and  perceived  how  very  poflible  it  was  for  the 
^all  of  drofs  which  wc  climbed  to  have  fallen  in. 

In  the  places  where  the  ftream  broke  down  thefe  walls,  it  loft  much 
of  its  flaming  red  appearance,  and  of  its  motion, '  One  of  thefe  that 
y^c  looked  at,  of  a  cortdenfed  kind,  was  tardy  in  becoming  liquefied ; 
as  if  unwilling  to  move :  but  was  at  laft  flowly  obliged  to  yield,  and 
be  dragged  along. 

This  lava  flows  to  the  north  cajft  into  the  fea ;  and  already  has 
deftroycd  many  fruitful  fields  and  gardens.  Uncertain  what  courfe 
it  will  take,  the  afflided  people  ftand  watching  its  fmoke  by  day,  and 
its  flames  by  night. 

Quitting  thefe  fiery  ibodes,  we  came  at  firft  to  the  deferts  of  ravaged 
nature  ;  till  by  degrees  flie  again  began  to  frtifle.  The  declivity  of' 
the  mountain  was  covered  with  chefnut  forefts.  Remember,  when  I 
{pcdik  of  the  chefiiut  tree  in  Itkly  and  Sicily,  I  mean  the  beautiful  and 
noble  chefnut,  the  fruit  of  which  we  cat ;  but  which  in  Germany  i»  fo 
fcarce^  and  is^  only  produced  on  fdiall  trees.  Our  common  horfe  chef* 
rtut,  vi^hacb,  if  I  do  no?  iniftake,  was  brought  to  us  from  Afia,  through 
Italy,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  is  very  rare  in  thefe  countries  j  and  is 
only  here  and  there  to  be  found  in  gardens* 

We  now  foon  faw  vineyards  and  orchards,  on  hill  and  dale  ;  while 
the  widening  profpeil  over  the  fea  prefented  to  our  view  the  bloomijig 
fields  by  its  fide,  the  outftretching  mouniain  of  Toro,  and  the  high 
fhores  of  Calabria.  \Vc  beheld  the  moft  fouthef  n  Italian  promontory  of 
Spartivento :  hated  and  defamed  by  feamen.  After  the  fearful  fublimity 
of  vefcanie  regions,  how  laughing  did  thefe  lands  of  paradife  appear  !^ 
the  charms  of  which  were  rather  heightened  than  difturbed  by  the 
contrail  of  the  bkck  lava^  that  ftreamad  forth  in  the  year  1682. 

Neil*  Fferttri  where  we  halted  al  noon,  we  faw  in  a  vineyard  fifteen 
taU,  ftraight,  young  chefnut  trbes ;  All  of  which  fprung  from  the  root  of 
a  int  that  was  cut  downi  and  forming  the  moft  beautiful  foliage  I  evei; 

beheld^ 
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beheld.     The  trunk  of  each  was  thicker  than  the  body  of  a  middle- 
fized  man. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  through  chefnut  forefts  that  grow  on  the 
north  fide  of  iEtna,*  This  tree  flouriflies  beft  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  volcanoes  ;  near  Vefuvius,  Solfatara,  and  Epomeo,  in  Ifchia ;  but 
no  where  fo  highly  as  on  Mount  JEtna,  the  chief  of  the  volcanoes. 
We  viewed  on  all  fides  the  verdant  fuUnefs  of  fwelling  vegetation,  in 
the  beautiful  fields  which  are  every  where  found,  from  the  declivity 
of  the  mountain  to  the  plains  of  the  fertile  fea  coaft  ;  which  is  fhaded 
with  friiit  trees  of  various  kinds. 

'  The  trees  of  the  chefnut  forefts  of  -Stna  confift  in  part  of  the  {len- 
der fcions  from  old  roots,  fuch  as  I  have  defcribed  above,  and  partly  of 
trunks  that  are  unequalled  perhaps  in  the  whole  world  ;  and  certainly 
in  Europe  *.  We  met  with  fome  which  were  thicker  than  the  pro- 
digious oak  trees  near  Bomte,  in  the  biflioprick  of  Ofnabiirg ;  and  yet 
how  diminutive  were  thefe  to  the  tree  dei  cento  cavalli ;  or,  the  hun-- 
dred  hcrfemfen  *.  as  it  is  called,  by  the  Sicilian?. 

This  tree,  which  for  centuries  has  been  hollow,  confifts  at  prefenr 
of  five  prodigious  trees :  feveral  of  the  inward  fides  of  which  are- 
fmooth,  though  time  has  covered  them  with  a  kind  of  bark ;  and  which? 
we  indubitably  fee  all  adually  belong  to  one  great  trunk,  through, 
which  wide  cavities  have  been  made  Ify  the  decay  which  time  produ- 
ces. They  ftand  in  a  circle,  and  form  a  vaft  conneflted  bower;  denoting 
the  natural  rounding  of  the  tree,  which  has  only  been  perfoTated  by  a 
fucceffion  of  centuries. 

Swinburne,  a  traveller  of  tmderttanding  and  vericity,  fays :  ^  When 

*  &<h  the  fibOMMis  African  tre^,  whkb  uncalled  Barbeb^  ai^d  <|efcnbed  bf  Froipar 
Alpinus,  Clufius,  and  fince  them  by  Adanfon,  a  French  Botanift,  after  whom  it  ha« 
likewife  been  named  jidanfoniay  does  not  in  circumference  equal  the  fize  of  thefe  giants 
of  JEtni.  Adanfon  JFomid  trees  the  diameters  of  which  were  nearly  five-and-twcnty 
feet  :  but  the  largeft  chefnut  tree  of  -Stna  has  more  than  twice  that  thicknefs.  See 
Linijif  Pflanztnjjftem^ nokh  ier  13/m  auj^a^e lAetfeM^  ifUmhrg,  t  fer  fiettijjjifi  i jju. 

"Ifirft; 
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"  I  firft  faw  this  tree,  I  concluded  myfelf  impofed  upon,  by  the  de- 
**  fcriptions  of  preceding  travellers  j  and  was  convinced  that  the  origi- 
"  nal  tree  had  been  cut  ^own,  and  the  prefent  group  formed  by  new 
"  ihoots  fprung  out  of  the  old  root ;  but,  upon  a  clofer  examination, 
"  I  changed  my  opinion.  This  wonderful  produdion,  of  the  vegeta- 
"  ble  kingdom,  confifts  of  a  trunk,  now  fplit  to  the  furface  of  the 
•*  earth,  but,  as  I  found  by  digging  all  round,  united  in  one  body  at  a 
"  very  fmall  depth  below  */' 

We  mcafured  the  circumference  of  this  tree  ;  and  found  it  to  be 
twenty-five  canne  and  fix  palmi^  or  one  hundred  and  fixty-two  French 
feet:  pled de  Rot :  which  is  fomething  larger  than  the  Rhenifli  foot, 
A  canna  contains  eight  palms  :  the  palm  a  j^^ ;/,  including  the  firft  joint 
of  the  thumb. 

Wc  and  our  whole  efcort,  mules  and  all,  found  more  than  fufGcient 
room  within  this  tree  :  nor  were  we  incommoded  by  the  remains  of  a 
ftone  houfe  and  an  oven,  which  had  been  built  there ;  and  you  will 
eafily  perceive,  from  its  circumference,  that  the  name,  da  cento  cavalii^ 
18  no  exaggeration.  Huge  branches  fpread  from  its  principal  trunks  on 
all  fides ;  and  the  vigorous  vegetation  of  its  green  old  age  increafes 
the  admiration  which  its  afped  excites :  efpecially  having  fuffered  as 
it  has  done  from  the  ravages  of  time,  in  defpite  of  which  its  venerable 
ruins  rather  refemble  a  grove  than  a  tree.  View  it  on  which  fide  you 
will,  its  appearance  is  as  beautiful  as  it  is  unique. 

Another  tree,  which  from  the  form  of  its  branches  is  called  La 
nave^  or  the  (hip,  has  likewife  fuffered  much  from  the  hundreds,  or 
from  the  tens  of  hundreds,  of  years  that  it  has  exifted.  Like  the  firft. 
It  is  hollow,  and  only  half  ftanding ;  yet  its  boughs  ftretch  out  to  a 
great  difliancc.  Its  circumference  is  now  eight  canne^  and  a  palm :  or 
forty-nine  French  feet; 

In  this  forcft,  on  the  7th  of  July,  we  heard  the  nightingale  fing. 

*  TrafeU  in  tlie  Two  SiciUed  by  |ienry  Swmburnc.  Vol.  ir.  p.  15'%    Odavo  1790. 

lu 
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In  the  eveaing,  we  rode  through  countries  as  beautiful  as  thofe  we  had 
paflfed  on  our  defcent ;  till  we  came  to  the  fmall  town  of  Giarrc^  which 

ftands  on  the  fea  fhore. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  place  were  in  great  terror^  when  the  lava,  in 
the  month  of  May  laft,  which  was  thrown  from  the  crater,  appeared 
to  threaten  them«  During  the  firft  three  days,  the  earth  heaved  at 
every  rumbling  of  the  mountain  ;  and  the  window  (butters  of  thofe 

houfes  that  had  any  were  fprung. 

We  faw  from  our  inn  a  folemn  procefiion,  with  torches,  which  was 
made  to  the  declivity  of  the  mountain  to  entreat  that  the  flream  of  lava 
might  not  injure  them  in  its  courfe.     Were  it  not  a  common  cuftom  to 
bear  torches  in  nightly  procefiions,  I  fhould  have  believed  this  to  be  the 
remains  of  a  Pagan  ceremony.     The  fable  of  the  ancients  was  that  the 
torch  of  Ceres  fet  Mount  iEtna  on  fire ;  when  (he  fearched  the  world 
for  her  daughter  Proferpine,  who  had  been  carried  away  by  Pluto. 
A  race  by  torch  light  was  inftituced,  in  commemoration  of  this  fearclu 
A  gathocles  alluded  to  this  cuftom,  when  he  advifed  the  army  to  change 
the  {hips  to  torcht(s,  after  he  had  vowed  to  facrifice  them  to  Ceres  and 
Proferpine*  :   TsxtfAiraiS^svuv  caraaM  ran  yavu   What  could  be  more  pro- 
bable than  that  the  Sicilians  fliould  make  folemn  procefiions  to  Ceres : 
efpecially  at  times  when  their  harvefls  were  menaced  by  the  fiery 
ftreams  of  ^tna  ? 

*  Diod.  lib.  V.  ToL  i.  p.  333,  Cofkif  ascd  wick  Ub.  n.  toL  iL  p.  410  and  tSe  remarks  of 
Weffeliog. 


LET- 
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Mcflina,  loth  July  1792. 

il/ARL Y  on  the  day  before yefterday,  foon  after  we  haidleft 
Giarre,  a. noble  profped  opened  upon  us.  To  the  left,  we  faw  M<mnt 
jKtna ;  which,  if  it  be  permitted  to  compare  the  fublimeft  objeds  of 
nature  to  the  infignificant  efforts  of  human  art,  whenfeen  on  this  fide, 
refembles  a  Greek  theatre.  It  rif^  in  woody  gradations  over  the  fer* 
tile  plains :  and  extends  itfelf  in  a  chain  of  mountains  as  far  as  Monte 
I'oro :  the  craggy  fummits  of  which  proje£t  from  the  fouth  weft  to 
the  north  weft,  and  it  ends  in  placing  its  rocky  foot  in  the  fea.  To 
the  right  the  fea  is  feen,  and  the  fouthern  coaft  of  .Calabria  ;  which, 
from  its  diftance,  appears  to  unite.  With  the  Monte  Taro. 

We  twice  rode  through  the  Fiume  Treddo :  the  ^Jiaes  of  the  ancients. 
Its  modern  name  is  very  applicable,  for  its  water  is  very  cold ;  ana 
is  like  wife  limpid,  and  freih.  .  Notwithftanding  its.  cpld  quality,  it 
may  probably  be  healthful  either  for;  bathing  or  beverage  j  and  there- 
fore it  might  be  called  by  the  Greeks  jijines ;  dafymy  or  harmlefs^ 
We  met  with  a  grove  of  large  mulberry  trees  between  Its  two  arms, 
and refreftucd  ourfelves  with. .thj&cbftjcipine fi^uit*  ^4. 

I  know  not  whether  that  kind  of  mulberry,  which  bears  whitp  fruit, 
can  better  endure  the  winter  than  the  nobler  fpecies,  that  bears  black, 
or  more  properly  dark-red  fruit ;  or  whether  the  firft  be  for  that  reafon 
preferred  in  Germany,  for  the  culture  of  (ilk.  I  met  with  many  of 
both  kiftds  in  Sicily  :  but  in  Sicily  they  prefer  the  tree  with  the  dark- 
red  fruit,  of  which  there  is  conftantly  fo  great  a  quantity  of  the  beau- 
tiful berries  that  any  perfon  may  pluck  them  who  pleafes.  You  are 
aware  that,  by  plucking  this  fruit,  the  hands  and  mouth  become 
4  ftained. 
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ftalned.  A  Sicilian  taught  me  an  eafy  manner  of  freeing  myfelf  from 
thefe  purple  fpots  ;  by  taking  fome  unripe  flefli-coloured  berries,  prefT* 
ing  out  their  juice,  and  rubbing  it  over  the  ftains. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Afines  ftood  the  town  of  Naxos, 
which  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  ifland  of  Naxos,  in.  the 
Archipelago.  The  people  of  Ghalcis  and  Euboea  founded  this  colony, 
under  their  leader  Theocles,  a  year  before  Syracufe  was  inhabited  by 
the  Greeks,  in  the  third  year  of  the  nth  Olympiad,  or  732  years 
before  Chrift*.  They  ereded  an  altar  to  Apollo,  the  Leader: 
AiroXT^mi  A^^nyerri :  becaufe  the  oracle  of  this  God  at  Delphos  had 
advifed  the  emigration  of  the  Greek  colonies  to  Sicily.  Naxos  was 
the  firfl;  of  thefe  colonies  that  followed  the  advice  of  the  oracle;  and  Sy« 
racufe  the  fecond« 

In  the  fecond  year  of  the*  94th  Olympiad,  401  years  before  the 
birth  of  Chrift,  and  330  from  its  foundation,  Naxos,  through  the  trea- 
chery of  Procles,  a  native,  was  taken  by  the  elder  Dionyfius ;  who 
fold  the  inhabitants,  fparing  none  but  the  relations  of  the  traitor. 
Their  property  he  gave  up  to  the  foldiers,  deflxoyed  both  the  houfes 
and  the  walls,  and  ceded  the  territory  to  the  neighbouring  Siculi  f  • 
•  Seven-and-thirty  years  after  this  event,  Andromachus,  the  father  of 
the  hiftorian,  Timseus,  aflembled  the  furviving  fugitives  of  Naxos,  and 
founded  Tauromenium,  on  Mount  Taurus,  or  Toro  ;  and  there  formed 
a  fettlement.  The  word  Tauromenium  is  derived  from  the  name  of  the 
mountain,  and  from  fAtvuvx  to  remain.  The  town  is  now  called  Taormina. 

When  Hiero  the  Second  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Romans, 
Tauromenium  was  the  laft  town  that  acceded  to  the  alliance. 

The  people  of  Tauromenium  threw  down  a  (latue,  which  they  them- 
felves  had  erefted  to  the  rapacious  Verres ;  but  they  fufFered  the  pc- 
deftal  to  remain,  to  eternize  his  difgrace. 

When  Auguftus,  defirous  of  rewarding  the  legions  that  had  aided 
him  in  fubjeding  the  Roman  world,  had  given  them  moft  of  the  lands 
•  Thuc.  lib.  vi*  p.  379.  f  Diod.  Kb.  xiy.  toL  i.  p.  651. 
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of  Italy,  after  having  tranfplanted  the  ancient  pofleffbrs,  or  without 
compenfation  driven  them  away,  he  likewifc  feat  a  colony  to  Tauro- 
meniam. 

The  Saracens  were  mafters  of  the  greateft  part  of  Sicily  before  they 
fucceeded  in  conquering  this  town  ;  and  the  remembrance  of  their  cru- 
elties is  preferved  to  this  day.  Count  Roger  the  Norman,  by  cutting 
off  the  proviiions  of  the  enemy,  re-conquered  Taormina. 

This  town  is  built  on  a  height  of  Monte  Toro ;  fo  that  the  afcent  to 
it  is  difficult ;  and  the  litttc  town  of  Mola  lies  on  a  ilill  more  loftv 
fummit.  The  lands  below  Taormina  arc  fruitful,  well  watered,  abound* 
ing  in  trees,  and  very  pleafant.  I  faw  very  large  citron  trees  in  a  vil- 
lage below  the  town. 

Some  miles  from  the  town,  the  river  Cantara  runs. ;  called  Onob^lus 
by  the  Greeks,  and  Tauromcnius  by  the  Romans*  Its  bed  fhews  that, 
in  winter,  it  is  a  broad  (Iream ;  but  in  fummer  it  is  nearly  dry.  There 
is  a  bottom  however  in  which  its  waters  colled  themfelves,  and  always 
form  a  ftream  :  which  was  fufficiently  rapid,  when  we  rode  through 
it,  to  drive  the  horfes  and  mules  rather  fideways.  From  this  power  it 
no  doubt  obtained  its  Greek  name,  Onobalusy  the  Afs-thrower. 

Not  far  from  the  place  through  which  we  forded,  there  is  a  bridge  j 
vyhich  is  called  the  Devil's  bridge.  The  credulous  country  people 
relate  that  God  told  the  Devil,  if  he  would  build  a  bridge  there,  the 
lirft  that  went  over  it  (hould  belong  to  him  ;  and  the  Devil  immedi- 
ately flew  to  perform  the  talk.  No  fooner  was  the  bridge  finilhed 
than  it  was  pafTed  by  a  dog  ;  and  the  raging  Devil,  flamping  with  his 
foot,  pufhed  out  a  flone,  leaving  an  aperture  which  no  flone  that  could 
be  brought  would  fill  up.  At  lafl  however  the  bridge  was  bleifed,  and 
has  ever  fmce  been  in  ufe.  We  did  not  think  it  worth  while,  in  the 
heat  of  the  day,  to  make  a  circuitous  route  to  fee  this  bridge. 

Between  the  Cantara  and  Taormina  are  the  ruins  of  an  ancient 
tower,  and  an  aquedufl:.  The  tower  is  called  Cqftello  Scbifone;  and 
foQxe  believe  that  this  is  the  place  where  Naxos  flood  :  but  Cluverius 

with 
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ipc-ith' juftice  fuppofes  that  Naxos,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  the  an- 
cients, was  built  on  the  banks  of  the  Aftncs.  The  lava  of  Exaz,^  erup- 
tions from  which  muft  have  happened  in  very  early  ages,  forms  the 
bafe  of  the  tower  and  the  aquedud.  This  lava  ftretches  out  into  the 
fea ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  no  other  ftream  of  lava  has  fince 
run  fo  far. 

.  Near  Taormina  are  the  remains  of  water  cifterns  of  the  ancient  Tau- 
romenium ;  and  the  arching  of  the  largeft  of  thefe  cifterns  throws 
Kght  on  the  fo  much  doubted  deftination  of  the  much  greater  refervoir 
near  Baiae,  which  is  known  by  the  name  Pifcina  mirabilis.  The 
arching  of  the  cifterns  near  Taormina  is,  like  the  arching  of  the 
Pifcina  mirabilis^  fupported  by  pilafters.  The  traces  of  the  aquedudls, 
which  fupplied  the  cifterns  with  water,  are  ftill  difcoverable.  Below 
the  four  other  ciftenis  of  Taormina  there  has  been  one  particularly 
large ;  which  was  ufed  to  fill  a  place  with  water,  which  place  was 
plaiftered  and  walled,  and  here  the  people  enjoyed  the  fpedacle  of  a 
fea  fight.  By  the  fide  of  this  Naumachia  *,  the  arcades  are  ftill  ftand- 
ing  in  which  ftatucs  were  placed.  Above  thefe  were  the  feats  of  the 
fpcftators :  of  which  feats  fome  remsuns  are  ftill  exifting. 

I  conjecture  that  this  was  the  work  of  the  Romans  j  partly  becaufe 
it  is  built  of  flate-ftone,  and  partly  becaufe  thofe  people,  in  the  times 
of  the  Emperors,  who  from  ftate  policy  flattered  their  wifties,  had  an 
abfurd  and  remarkable  propenfity  to  luxury.  I  fuipefl;  that  the  Greeks, 
whofe  perception  of  the  true  was  much  more  refined,  would  never 
have  thought  of  building  a  place  like  this  by  the  fea  fide ;  on  which 
fea  fights  were  to  be  mimicked.  It  was  a  property  of  thefe  people  to 
profit  by  every  advantage  of  fituation  j  and,  if  I  dare  fo  to  fay,  to 
feize  on  every  gift  of  nature.  Thefe  qualities  appertain  to  genius. 
The  conquering  of  difliculties  which  never  ought  to  be  encountered, 

*  Naumachia,  N^/*:8x;(«,  fignificd  a  fight,  or  combat,  by  fea  j  and>  if  I  do  not  miftake, 
the  Romans  were  the  firll  who  gave  the  pools  on  which  fea  fights  were  imitated  this 
name* 
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except  when  unavoidable,  thofe  vifible  efforts  which  are  ever  the  death 
of  the  graces,  and  that  love  for  the  prodigious  which  is  fo  much  more 
eafily  attained  than  the  fublime,  are  the  charaderiftic  marks  of  a  fpirit 
of  imitation  ;  which  was  the  more  natural  to  the  Romans  becaufe  they 
continually  made  it  their  endeavour  to  combine  this  fpirit  of  imitation 
with  their  ancient  character  of  vidlorious  ftrength. 

As  the  prefent  town  does  not  contain  above  five  thoufand  inhabit- 
iints,  it  includes  only  a  fmall  part  of  the  ancient  town,  which  was  laid 
wafte  by  the  Saracens*  Above  it  are  the  great  ruins  of  the  theatre,  ia 
which  there  appear  to  be  more  and  better  conne<fied  parts  than  in  the 
remains  of  perhaps  any  other  ancient  theatre.  Some  of  the  feats  of 
the  fpe£kators  were  cut  in  the  rock.  Behind  them  are  the  walls,  with 
niches  for  the  reception  of  ftatues  ;  on  which  probably,  as  in  the  Ro* 
man  theatres  and  amphitheatres,  were  the  feats  for  the  women  ;  and 
farther  back  than  thefe  the  feats  for  the  common  people  were  ereded,, 
on  high  arcades. 

I  am  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  architecture  to  give  you  an» 
adequate  idea  of  the  remains  of  thofe  parts  which,  becaufe  of  their  pre- 
fervation^  render  this  theatre  particularly  remarkable.  The  podium^, 
that  is,  the  front  feat  next  the  orcheftra,  where  the  chiefs  ufcd  ta  fit> 
is  ftill  to  be  feen.  The  Senators  and  the  Veftals,  in  Rome,  fat  on  the 
podium.  The  orcheftra,  xht pulpitumythc profcenium^  the'ftage,  and  the 
pojlfcentumy  are  ftill  very  diftinguifhable. 

I  fuppofe  this  theatre  to  be  a  Roman  work,  becaufe  it  is  built  of 
flate-ftone.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  coated  with  marble^ 
taken  from  the  mountain  on  which  it  ftands^  and  in  which  the  feats, 
were  hewn.  The  marbk  quarries  of  Mount  Taurus  were  famous 
among  the  ancients  \  and  Hiero  the  Second  emhelliflied  his  prodigious, 
and  magnificent  galley  with  baths  of  Tauromenian  marble  * . 

The  fcience  of  the  archite£l  is  honourable  to  him ;  for  even  now,, 
when  fo  many  parts  of  the  theatre  are  deftroyed,  founds  from  the  ftage 

*  Athenaevs^  lib.  ¥• 
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are  audibly  heard  on  the  feats.  The  Cicerone  who  conduced  us  rehfearfed 
a  fcene  here,  which  we  could  perfcdly  hear  on  the  uppermoft  feat. 
How  frequently  have  our  theatres,  and  our  churches,  the  defeft  of 
not  being  built  with  acouftic  fcience  ;  and  how  often  do  the  founda 
die  away  in  corners,  or  become  confufed  by  being  echoed  \  How 
much  more  difficult  likewife  was  it  to  render  founds  in  the  prodigioua 
theatres  of  thefe  ages  articulate,  where  the  players  from  the  ftage  muft 
indubitably  have  been  diftindly  heard  by  many  thoufand  fpedators  ia 
the  open  air ! 

The  fituation  of  this  place  gave  me  much  greater  pleafure  than  the 
theatre  itfelf  j  for  here  you  have  a  profpedl  toward  the  fea,  and  toward 
iEtna  ;  which  you  behold  towering  in  all  its  fovereignty.  The  build- 
ing of  the  ftage  deprived  moft  of  the  fpe£tators  of  this  view  :  but  it 
was  enjoyed  by  thofe  who  fat  on  the  feats  of  the  women,  and  by  the 
tipper  gallery. 

On  the  back  of  the  feats,  toward  the  north,  the  ftraits  of  Faro  and 
the  two  coafts  are  feen.  If  you  turn  your  face  immediately  to  the  an- 
cient caftle,  built  by  the  kings  of  Arragon,  you  have  then  on  one  fide  a 
prdpedt  of  Italy,  the  eaftem  ccaft  of  Sicily,  and  the  Sicilian  fea;  and  6ft 
the  other  the  entire  ftraits  of  Faro^  between  their  lordly  (hores,  the 
Capo  Spartivetito^  and  the  mouth  of  the  Adriatic. 

I  have  feen  profpetfls  more  extenflVe  than  thefe,  but  none  more  beau-^ 
tiful.  While  one  fea  retires  from  the  eye,  another  prefFes  forward  j, 
between  Calabria  and  Sicily,  the  two  moft  delightful  countries  of  Eu* 
jope  ?  And  where  is  the  mountain  that  can  be  compared  to  -£tna  ? 

We  took  up  our  abode  in  the  Capuchin  monaftery  \  where  the  good 
Monks  gave  us  a  friendly  reception.  They  poftefs  a  large  garden  j  ia 
v^hich,  with  other  fruits,  agrumi  grow  of  various  kinds  and  of  great 
beauty.  I  here  faw  a  fpeeies  of  citron  which  is  produced  twice  a 
year  on  the  fame  trees :  the  firft  time  in  April  and  May,  the  fecond 
in  Anguft  and  September. 

Yeft^erday,  oa  the  9ih,,  we  eontinued  our  coad  along  the  fea  coaft, 

ini 
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in  cool  yet  clear  weather  ;  and  heard  the  nightingale,  in  the  groves  of 
a  well-watered  place,  near  Taormina. 

In  the  morning,  we  rode  over  fome  fteep  heights.  There  is  a  rock 
that  rlfes  near  Capo  di  San  Aleffio^  which  advances  into  the  fed,  to 
which  it  (lands  almoft  perpendicular,  with  an  ancient  caftle  on  its  fum- 
niit.  On  the  left  we  almoft  continually  faw  either  rocks  or  moun- 
tains which  had  a  charming  efFe£t ;  though  ftill  not  fo  pleafant  as  the 
north  coaft  of  the  Val  Demone^  between  Meflina  and  Cefalu,  the  hills  of 
which  are  clothed  with  woods,  corn  fields,  fruit  trees,  and  vines.  To 
the  right,  we  faw  the  lower  part  of  Calabria,  and  the  eaftern  coaft  of 
Sicily  ;  from  the  country  of  Meflina  to  Syracufe. 

Between  Taormina  and  Meflina,  not  far  from  the  baths  on  the  fea 
coaft,  which  are  the  refort  of  the  difeafed,  there  are  gold  aod  filver 
mines  that  belong  to  the  Principe  di  Cefaro.  Like  the  royal  mines, 
they  are  not  worked  ;  and  there  are  people  who  blame  this  apparent 
negledl,  but  in  my  opinion  they  are  wrong.  In  a  country  where  the 
wheat  is  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty,  fold  produdive,  a  country  perhaps 
fuperior  to  all  others  in  the  various  gifts  of  nature,  fome  of  which  it 
fpontaneoufly  prefents  and  the  reft  are  obtained  with  little  trouble,  in 
fuch  a  country,  men  ought  not  to  dig  in  the  bowels  of  mountains  for 
filver  or  forgpld.  They  ought  father,  by  the  induftry  of  agriculture 
and  the  application  of  commerce,  to  draw  filver  and  gold  from  other 
countries.  Well  tilled,  well  regulated,  well  governed,  Sicily  and 
Naples  would  become  the  heart  of  Europe  ;  through  the  grand  arteries 
and  petty  veins  of  which  the  precious  metals  of  foreign  lands  would 
freely  circulate. 

About  a  fliort  German  mile  from  Meflina,  a  row  of  houfes  begins, 
and  runs  in  a  right  line;  interrupted  by  fpacious and  pleafant  gardens, 
which  appear  like  the  fuburbs  of  Meflina:  in  the  jurifdidion  of  which 
they  are.  This  row,  orftreet,  is  called  IlDromo:  no  doubt  from  the 
Greek  word,  S'^ofi^cs :  a  courfe,  or  race  courfe :  and  probably  in  the 
times  of  Greece  there  was  ^Jhadium  he^e,  for  r^^ing. 

We 
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\Vc  arrived  at  Meffina  by  day  light ;  and  thus  concluded  our  jour- 
ney through  Sicily,  made  in  a  feafon  of  the  year  during  which 
our  countrymen  are  irrclined  to  believe  this  ifland  is  infupport- 
able.  We  frequently  laiigh  at  the  ideas  that  are  formed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South  of  the  cold  of  northern  countries;  but  the  ideas  which 
we  Germans  have  of  the  heat  of  thefe  fouthern  regions  is  not  lefs  extra- 
Tagant.  I  readily  grant  the  heat  in  the  Two  Sicilies  is  much  greater 
than  it  is  in  Germany ;  and,  on  certain  days,  when  in  Palermo  the  5r/- 
rocco  blows,  and  the  Ponente  or  weft  wind  predominates  in  Syracufe  and 
in  Catania,  it  can  fcarcely  be  endured.  An  inflamred  ftate  of  the  air,  like 
that  which  prevailed  on  the  26th  of  June  in  Syracufe,  is  dreadful  to 
foreigners  :  but  fuch  occurrences  are  rare*  The  whole  city  fpoke  of 
the  heat  as  fingular.  We  muft  no  mote  determine  by  the  thermometer, 
on  the  average  fummer  heat  of  thefe  countries,  than  we  muft  on  the 
average  winter  cold  of  Ruffia.  In  the  December  of  1785,  I  walked 
with  great  pleafiire  in  the  country  near  Peteribiurg,  and  was  not  froft- 
bitten;  although  Reaumur's  thermometer  ftood  at  twenty  degrees 
below  the  freezing  point.  I  experienced  the  benefits  of  a  pure  air,  a 
clear  fuii-fhine,  and  a  profound  calm.  During  the  extraordinary  cold 
winter  of  1788,  when  the  thermometer  funk  as  much  below  the  freez- 
ing point  in  Germany,  we  all  found  the  cold  to  be  infupportable^ 
And  no  lefs  infupportable  is  the  heat  of  Germany,  when  Reaumur's 
tbermomtter  rifes  from  ^^  to  28^  above  the  freezing  point:  yet 
we  rode  with  pleafure,  through  Sicily,  when  the  air  was  of  this  tem- 
perature. 

Under  the  pure  atmofphere  of  this  country  no  one  complains  of  that 
fuffocating  ftate  of  the  air,  by  which  we  are  frequently  vifited  in  fum- 
mer. At  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  the  heat  in  Sicily  has  generally 
attained  its  higheft  degree  j  and  cooling  fea  breezes  then  rife,  which 
freflien  the  air,  while  the  heat  is  qualified  by  thefe  and  by  the  moun- 
tain gales,  the  rivers,  and  the  nuroberlefs  fprings  which  the  country 
afibrds. 

1  The 
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The  province  oiVal  Demone^  which  appears  to  me  to  be  an  earthly 
paradife,  is  chiefly  cooled  by  the  woody  mountains,  and  by  -^tua; 
and  its  northern  coaft,  from  Meffina  to  Cefelu,  would  be  ftill  far  more 
beautiful  than  its  eaftern,  from  Meflina  to  Catania,  did  not  the  decifivc 
-^tna  make  the  balance  preponderate :  -/Etna,  the  fummit  and  the  voU 
canoes  of  which  and  of  its. colleagues  are  armed  in  all  the  terrors  of 
Nature ;  while  its  lower  regions  are  embellilhed  with  all  her  delights^ 
all  her  beauties,  and  all  her  abundance !  Thefe  regions  enjoy  a  balmy 
2|tmofphere,  under  the  prolific  beams  of  which  every  firuit  mellows,  and 
no  diminutive  herbage  fprings.  And  how  nutritive  are  the  fruits  of 
^tna !  How  fanative  is  the  aromatic  odour  of  this  herbage !  Well 
acquainted  with  the  virtues  of  numerous  herbs  and  roots,  with  which, 
thefe  favoured  countries  are  fo  epiinently  enriched,  the  healthy  and. 
friendly  inhabitants  of  j^tna  have  litde  need  of  phyficians. 

But  indeed  how  abundant  are  Italy  and  Sicily,  every  where,  in  their 
manifold  fruits !  True  it  is  that,  from,  ignorance  and  negled,  the 
cherry,  although  its  tree  in  thefe  countries  is  very  large,  the  plum^ 
the  apricot,  and  the  peach,  do  not  here  attain  that  degree  of  perfeaioa 
which  our  gardeners  have  the  art .  to  communicate.  But  is  not  this, 
perfedion,  accompanied  as  it  is  by  our  fcarcity,  more  than  replaced  by 
the  abundance  which  is  common  to  thefe  countries?  Aye,  much; 
more:  if  we  have  the  juftice  and  the  benevolence  to  recoiled  that  the 
gratification  of  the  few  ought  not  to  be  bartered  for,  or  compared 
with,  the  enjoyment  of  the  many. 

Befide,  who  will  dare  to  bring  our  figs  in  competition  with  the 
numerous  kinds  of  this  pulpous  and  fweet  fruit ;  which  here,  and  in 
the  fouth  of  Italy,  twice  a-year  prefent  themfelves  on  the  high-ftemmed 
and  wide-fprcading  branches  of  thefe  trees  ? 

Melops  and  water  melons  are  as  plentiful  as  our  cucumbers. 

The  eatable  berries  of  the  Service  tree,  forhus  efculentay  which  .re- 
femble  little  apples,  except  that  th(iy  have  r^^ther  flat  keri^els  and  hang 
on  twigs  like  bunches  of  grapes,  grow  on  large  trees ;  and  are  only 

diftin- 
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diftinguUhable  from  our  bird  fervice  tx^^^  or  forbus  aucuparia^  by  their 
fruit. 

The  fine  acid  tafte  of  the  azerole  *,  the  fruit  xA  which  is  white  and 
red  and  refembles  that  of  the  ^urbuSus,  except  that  it  grows  upon  high 
(lender  ftems  and  is  pendent  from  a  fmall  ftalk  like  a  cherry,  is  as  much 
imJcuown  to  us  as  oyr  gooieherry,  currant,  and  rafpberry,  are  to  the 
Italians  and  Sicilians. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  myrtle  berry  be  common  to  the  woods 
of  thefe  countries.  The  abundance  which  they  have  of  mulberriejr 
fupplies  the  want  of  any  other  fruit.  If  they  have  not  as  many  apples 
and  pears  as  we  have,  they  may  tell  us  that,  did  not  the  countries  of 
the  South  fend  us  their  lomoos  .and  f'w^  and  S«v(Up  oranges,  we 
fliould  be  wholly  without  thefdr  tGathered  before  they  aK.  ripe,  nay 
while  they  are  green,  and  packed  up  in  chefts,  they  neither  attain  that 
fize,  juice,  nor  flavour,  which  are  common  to  them  here  ;  where  they 
are  plucked  from  the  tree  in  evay  idafob  ©f  the  jieftr.  And  how  few 
of  the  numerous  tribes  of  thefe  agrumi  are  we  acquainted  with !  The 
art  of  our  gardeners  is  fuccefsful  in  producing  the  pomegranate  flower : 
but  here  this  beautiful  tree  attains  a  vigorous  growth,  and  its  red  bloom 
flouriOies  in  fpring  and  fummer,  and  here  and  there  refreihes  the  eye, 
amid  the  verdant  polifii  of  the  foliage,  while  the  ripening  fruit  weiglis 
down  the  produflive  branch. 

The  grapes  begin  to  ripen  at  Syracufe  as  early  as  the  middle  of  July; 
fwelling  with  their  nedareous  juices.  Who  has  not  heard  of  the  SU 
ciiian  wines  ;  noble  though  negleded  as  they  are?  Few  are  the  wines 
that  can  be  compared  with  the  glowing  and  high  flavoured  Cafielvc-^ 
tranoy  with  the  odorous  Amarenaforte^  or  with  its  neighbours  the  white 
and. red  mufcadel  of  Syracufe.  Both  thefe  kinds  of  mufcadel  are 
known,  not  only  in  Germany  but  in  Calabria  arid  Sicily,  by  the  nam^ 
of  Calabrian  wines;  becaufe,  before  the  time  of  Gelo,  PolUs,  from 

•  Cratxgus  oxyacantha. 

yoL.  11.  3  S  Argos, 
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Argos,  a  ruler  of  Syracufe,  introduced  the  vine  from  Italy ;  which  had 
more  early  been  brought  from  Thrace*. 

The  vintage  of  the  mufcadel  ufually  begins  as  early  as  the  24th  of 
Auguft ;  in  a  fortnight  after  which  other  grapes  are  ripe  for  the  prefs, 
and  in  another  fortnight  a  new  fucceffion. 

Landolina  has  likewife  fliewn  me  that  the  treatment  of  the  vintage, 
in  the  countries  near  Syracufe,  is  agreeable  to  the  rules^  that  were 
known  as  early  as  Hefiod.     The  poet  fays 

*Ougavo¥f  OfMTHfov  i*  ka-iivi  ^o&Jbwri/Xo;  'Hai^» 
H  Hi^rny  Ton  voara;  a^oJf este  ouiaii  0oTfv;. 
AfiiloM  V  JffiXitf,  hxa  t'  HyMra  neu  hna  VMrrof f . 

HesioDj  Works  and  Day,  b*  iL 

Orion  and  the  Dog,  caeh  other  nigh» 
Together  mounted  to  the  midmoft  tkjf 

*  The  Cavalicre  Landolina,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  fo  many  interefting  hints, 
pointed  out  the  following  paflage  in  Athenxus  to  me:  'Ittv-u^  0  ^?nytm  tw  kUkiov Ha)iHfumf 

uofJMOi  H  ItoXio^.  Em  av  »v  o  iraqat  SixeMa^to;  yXvxi/^  HoT^fAivof  UoTOao^f  o  BiCxtvo^  oing,  ^  Hip- 
^*  pias  of  Rhegium  fays  that  the  winding  vine,  which  Pollis  of  Argos,  who  governed  Sy- 
**  racufe,  firft  brought  from  Italy  to  that  city,  was  called  the  Biblinian.  The  fweet  wine 
<*  which  the  Sicilians  called  Polian,  was  alfo  BiHimanJ* 

The  mufcadel  was  what  the  ancients  called  BiblintMn^  after  that  part  of  Thrace,  named 
Biblioj  which  produced  excellent  wine.  Hefiod  likewife  mentions  this  Biblinian  wine. 
Pollis  muft  have  come  from  Argos  before  the  time  of  Gelo;  for,  had  he  ruled  Syracufe 
in  later  times,  he  could  not  have  been  fo  unknown  to  hiflory. 

f  I  do  not  mean  to  juftify  the  negligence  of  the  exprefiion  of  Hefiod^  but  when  he  fays 
the  grapes  are  to  be  expofed  to  the  fun  %  ten  days  and  ten  nights,  he  evidently  means  that 
they  are  to  be  fo  long  expofed  to  the  open  air. 

1  Cooke's  tranflatioQ  is  not  fufficiendy  literal  for  the  remarks  of  the  Count.    Hefiod  fays  '*  Then  gather 
'«4  thy  grapes,  oh  Perfes,  and  Vring  them  home  and  expofe  them  ten  days  and  un  nights  to  the  fun.*'    T. 

When 
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When  in  the  rofy  morn  Ar£laru8  ihines, 
Then  pluck  the  clutters  from  the  parent  vines. 
Forget  not  next  the  ripenM  grapes  to  lay 
Ten  nights  in  air ;  nor  take  them  in  by  day. 
Five  more  remember,  ere  the  wine  is  made^ 
To  let  them  lie  to  mellow  in  the  ihade: 
And,  on  the  fixth,  briflcly  yourfelf  employ 
To  cafk  the  gift  of  Bacchus,  Gre  of  joy. 

Cooke,  L  302. 

The  commentators  have  not  underftood  Hefiod.  Some  have  con- 
jeftured  that  Perfes  muft  have  poffeffed  a  little  vineyard ;  becaufe  he 
was  to  bring  all  the  grapes  home,  and  expofe  them  firft  to  the  fun  and 
then  lay  them  in  the  fliade:  but  this  was  not  the  poet's  meaning,  which 
is  explained  by  the  prefent  manner  of  the  vintage  in  Syracufe. 

The  grapes  are  there  plucked  when  they  are  ripe  :  but  the  ripe  grapes 
are  infuflScient  for  the  wine  prefs,  if  the  intention  be  to  make  mufcadel ; 
for,  in  this  cafe,  the  maker  expofes  the  grapes  to  the  open  air  without  ob- 
ferving  any  determinate  number  of  days,  but  is  regulated  by  the  wea- 
ther ;  by  which  means  the  fun  extracts  the  remaining  watery  parts. 
He  then  lays  them  in  the  wine  prefs ;  where  they  remain  without 
being  cruftied,  for  fomc  days,  becaufe  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  too  dry 
to  produce  wine,  after  lying  in  the  fun,  unlefs  they  are  previoufly  put 
into  a  ftate  of  fermentation.  This  is  what  the  poet  calls  lying  to 
mellow  in  the  (hade. 

'E<5  iy^i  dcpvcraai :  to  fhed  in  the  vat :  means  fimply  only  what  it 
can  mean,  the  preffing  of  the  muft,  and  letting  it  run  into  the  receiving 
veffel.  Why  Ihould  the  poet  detail  a  circumftance  fo  generally  known? 
He  does  not  treat  the  fubje£t  in  a  didadic  manner :  he  only  means  to 
teach  Perfes  a  particular  method  of  making  a  kind  of  generous  wine. 
It  is  a  Angular  mifconception,  of  thofe  who  wifli  to  find  the  crufliing 
of  the  grape  defcribed  in  thefe  verfes,  when  they  underftand  the  word 
dyUa  to  fignify  the  wine-prefs.  Tlie  word  dyfo^  generally  denotes 
a  veflel  capable  of  containing  fluids,  and  not  a  prefs ;  and  the  word 

3  "^  ^  o^(fv(ra-eiVy 
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a(puafftiff  to  pour,  to  fhed,  cannor  be  underftood  of  the  grape,  but  of 
the  wine.  The  Italians  and  Sicilians  call  the  adion  of  letting  the  muft 
run  from  the  prcfs  into  the  xtctvwtx  fuinare  *. 

In  Germany,  we  call  our  vineyards  vine  hillsr  The  Sicilian  huf- 
bandman  likewife  plants  on  the  bill,  but  he  prefers  the  plain.  The 
German  feeks  funny  heights ;  the  Sicilian  plants  the  fhady  mulberry 
and  fig  tree,  to  guard  the  vine :  but  neither  he  nor  the  Calabrian  props 
the  plants ;  neither  do  the  people  of  Puglia :  in  which  country,  as  I 
have  already  remarked,  the  vine  is  frequently  not  taller  than  the  potiatoe 
ftalk,  or  than  flax  grows,  with  us.  In  Sicily  and  Calabria,  the  vine 
fcarcely  attains  the  height  of  man.  This  plant  is  no  where  fo  flatter* 
ing  to  th^  eye  as  on  the  ihores  of  the  bay  of  Naples ;  where  it  throws 
its  tall  arms  around,  and  fpreads  from  tree  to  tree. 

Wheat  excepted^  wine  conflitutes  the  principal  branch  of  the  trade 
of  Sicily. 

Landolina  has  remarked  that,  at  the  end  of  November,  about  eight 
days  after  the  fall  of  the  vine  leaf,  the  fap  again  begins  to  rife  in  the 
plant.  He  is  therefore  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  trim  the 
vine  plants  at  that  time  than,  as  is  ufual,  in  January ;  becaufe,  by  the 
latter  manner,  much  of  the  fap  is  expended,  which  would  remain  in 
the  vine  as  it  rifes,  and  feed  it,  were  it  trimmed  more  early.  He  has 
not  however  been  able  to  find  any  labourer  who  would  introduce  a 

*  The  produce  of  the  fields  and  vineyards  of  Sicily  is  eftimated  by  falme.  A  falma 
of  feed  wheat  in  fowing  wiH  cover  a  fpacc  of  6666  fquare  catitie.  One  cattna  contains 
8  palms  \  and  one  palm  a  fpan.  A  thoufand  vine  plants,  near  Syracufe,  yield  from  4  to 
T  falme.  The  faltna  contains  80  flaiks.  The  price  of  the  white  mufcadel  of  Syracufc  is 
from  4  to  5  oncie  the  falma  j  and  the  oncia  is  worth  three  rix  dollars  and  nine  good 
grofchen  :  reckoning  five  rix  dollars  to  an  ancient  Louis  d'Or^  or  a  Frederic  d*Or.  The 
fed  mufcadel  of  Syracufe  fells  for  from  five  to  fcven  oucie  the  falma.  In  the  country 
•  between  Terranovo  and  Lentini,  the  famous  Campi  Geloi,  a  thoufand  vine  plants  yield 
from  60  to  100  falme  f. 

f  The  difproportion  between  this  produce  and  that  juft  mentioned  of  Syracufe  is  fo  great  as  evidently  to 
^cw  there  is  fome  mi  (lake.  I  imagine  that,  after  Camfi  Geloi,  we  (hould  read  ien  thoufand.  The  Frcdciic 
^'Or  is  a  F  ruffian  coin.  T. 

cuftom. 
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^{tom, which  appears  totbi  peaiant»  toba  io  abfur^.  That  he  might  him- 
felf  afibrdaa  example^  he  ordeTed  hid  gairdener  to  m^ke  the  experiment 
en  a  ftnall  ymejard  of  his  owfu  A  feiv  d^iys  afterward^  he  went  to 
examine  the  fkate  of  his  vines}  aoil  found  that  not  many  of  them  had 
been  trimmed*  The  excufe  of  the  gardener  was  that  the  neighbours 
had  ridiculed  him  fo  much  that  he  could  not  eildure  tiD  continue  at 
his  woiic 

The  people  near  Syracufe  have  an  incoac^ably  abfurd  cuftom : 
from  which  they  can  neither  be  weaned  by  its  felf-%evident  folly,  nor 
by  the  better  example  of  the  other  provinces  of  Sicily. 

They  beat  the  olives,  before  they  are  perfedly  ripe,  with  twigs  from 
the  trees.  The  branches  are  wounded ;  and  the  oil  is  preffed,  while 
young  and  acid,  from  the  immature  berry.  This  oil  is  excellent  for 
the  lamp :  but  it  is  wretched  economy  to  make  that  into  lamp  oil  which 
would  be  equally  good  for  the  table.  The  oil  of  the  country  of  Gir- 
gentiy  which  was  chiefly  exported  to  Carthage,  flill  maintains  its  ancient 
renown«    Sicily  gains  much  by  the  culture  of  oil. 

The  chief  branch  of  commerce  of  this  diftinguifhed  ifland  is  wheat. 
I  am  unable  to  fpecify  all  the  kinds,  but  the  following  are  among  the* 
principal. 

The  cicirello  would  be  preferred  before  every  other  fpecies,  becaufe 
of  its  frudiferous  nature,  had  not  its  corn,  and  even  the  meal  after  it  is 
ground,  the  defed  of  foon  fpoiling.  Its  produce  is  frequently  fixty  fold. 

Ventina  and  trentina  are  fpecies  that  have  thefe  names,  becaufe  the 
produce  of  the  firft  is  twenty  fold,  and  of  the  fecond  thirty. 

Tritninia  is  fo  called  from  a  Greek  word,  r^ifJLYivw :  or  three- 
monthly  :  becaufe  this  wheat  is  fown  at  the  end  of  April  and  frequently 
in  three  months,  or  as  I  have  been  told  in  forty  days  after  feed  time, 
is  reaped.  It  is  an  excellent  kind  of  wheat.  Triminia  is  reared  in 
fields  from  which  barley,  being  fown  in  November,  is  cut  while  green 
for  fodder  in  February  *. 

There 
*  Trimiaia,  from  rgtfimoi.    The  Sicilians  were  not  acknowledged  even  in  ancient 

times 
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There  is  iik^wife  a  kind  of  wheat,  that  is  highly  efteemed,  whichf 
from  its  black  bearded  ears,  has  acquired  the  name  of  Barba  ncra. 

Our  fmooth  kind  of  winter  wheat  is  called  Majorca  ;  and  was  pro* 
bably  brought  here  from  the  Spanifh  ifland  of  that  name. 

Turkey  corn^  which  in  Germany  is  likewife  called  Turkey  wheat,  or 
maize,  is  cultivated  in  many  places.  In  Sicily  and  Italy,  this  kind  of 
corn  is  called  Grano  (T India:  or  Indian  corn:  and  Granone:  or  great  corn. 

Rye  is  feldom  feen  here.  In  Sicily,  as  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  it 
is  called  Grano  Germano :  or  Gcciman  com. 

Few  oats  are  grown  in  Sicily.  After  the  cuftom  of  the  ancients, 
the  horfes  of  both  kingdoms  are  chiefly  foddered  with  birley. 

Diodorus  tells  us,  on  the  authority  of  other  authors,  thjit  Sicily  was 
the  firft  country  that  produced  corn  f.  The  lands  round  Leontium,  and 
in  many  other  parts,  bore  wild  wheat. 

Homer  exprefsly  fays  of  Sicily  : 

A^^a  Toy'  offvrafra  Mai  avnfora  icarra  fuovrah 
Tlvfoif  Koi  u^t&aut  a*  d/jLirehoi^  cun  (psgaa-iv 
'Oivoy  egirafv}iOv,  mou  cfiv  AtOf  o/ujBfo^  dgia. 

Od.  xi.  109. 

Untaught  to  plant,  to  turn  the  glebe  and  fow, 
The^  all  their  produ£ls  to  free  nature  owe. 
The  foil  untiird  the  ready  harveft  yields  : 
With  wheat  and  barley  wave  the  golden  fields. 
Spontaneous  wines  from  weighty  clafters  pour ; 
And  Jove  defcends  in  each  prolific  (how'r. 

Pope,  121. 

A  plant  which  grows  wild,  and  fo  plentifully,  in  Sicily  might  well 

times  to >poflef8  purity  of  language:  fome  few  great  writers  excepted.  This  example 
therefore  is  no  better  a  proof  than  the  modern  Greek  that  the  Greek  letter  u  fliould  be 
pronounced  as  an  i :  for  otherwife  the  Sicilians  and  Neapolitans  would  prove  that  the 
Italian  e  (hould  be  pronounced  like  i  *. 

f  Piod.  vol.  i.  lib.  v.  p.  331. 

♦  The  /  has  various  founds  in  the  German  language :  but  the  mod  common  is  that  of  the  fame  letter,  as 
rronounccd  by  the  Englifli,  in  the  words  l/m^,  /hi;  &c.    T. 

have 
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liave  given  rife  to  this  tradition.  The  plant  I  mean  bears  a  kind  of 
car,  but  is  low  of  growtli^  and  is  a  fpccies  of  grafs.  Among  botanifts, 
it  is  called  the  agilops  ovata. 

I  remember  to  have  read,  in  Buffons  ISJioire  NaturelUy  that  this 
writer  was  of  opinion  that  every  kind  of  com  was  originally  fome  fpc- 
cies of  grafs ;  which  had  been  improved  by  the  induftry  of  man.  Were 
that  the  cafe,  thefe  plants,  like  the  flowers  that  are  improved  by  culti- 
Tation,  would  bear  either  no  feed  or  very  little :  or,  fuppoiing  them  to 
continue  fruitful,  if  they  were  once  negk£bed  by  man,  they  would 
foon  degenerate  to  their  wild  ftate.  Neither  could  their  improvement 
by  cultivation  be  effected,  except  in  a  favoured  climate. 

Of  this  we  every  where  difcover  the  reverfe.  The  feeds  that  fall  on 
the  fbllowing  year  produce  a  few  ears ;  and  thefe  fo  feldom  come  to 
perfedion  that  I  do  not  ever  remember  to  have  feen,  a  fecond  year  after 
the  harveft,  eai-s  fprout  fpontaneoufly.  They  are  not  degenerated  ; 
diey^are  extind :  although  many  tender  plants^  which  demand  the  art 
ef  the  gardener  tx>  prevent  them  from  degeneratitig,  will  continue  to 
blow  many  years,  while  they  gradually  decline* 

The  preiervation  of  the  hiinun  race  is  intimately  conne6:ed  with 
the  prefervation  of  the  wheat  plant ;  infomuch  that  man  is  more  indi£- 
penfkble  to  wheat  than  wheat  is  to  man,  without  whofe  care  and  culture 
it  could  not  exift.*  Without  wheat,  our  exiftence  would  be  hazardous, 
but  not  impoffible,  though  it  greatly  promotes  our  improvement.  We 
may  thank  agricultm-e  for  our  property,  our  municipal  rights,  the 
mildnefs  of  our  manners^  ourfciences,  and  our  arts. 

I  can  only  confider  wheat  as  the  immediate  gift  of  God.  Tra- 
ditionary relations  of  this  donation,  may  probably  have  gLven  rife  to 
the  Greek  fable,  that  Ceres  herfelf  taught  agriculture  to  men.  The 
Holy  Scriptures  tell  us  that  the  firftrborn  fon  of  our  common  mother 
tilled  the  earth.  Much  was  left  for  the  powers  of  man  to  develop : 
but  the  divine  endowment  of  fpeech,  with  the  lefs  dignified  but  nece& 

fary 
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fary  gift  of  corn,  was  an  immediate  provifion  made  by  the  Creator  and 
Preferver  to  the  rifing  race  of  man.  Without  the  former,  the  conceakd 
capabilities  of  man  would  have  left  him,  in  this  life,  no  better  than  the 
beads  of  the  field :  and,  without  the  latter,  he  would  have  remained  a 
favage;  a  real  and  not  a  fabulous  Cydops.  When  the  firft  man  was 
ientenced  to  eat  his  bread  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  the  p*aternal 
Judge,  who  had  fo  lately  taught  him  to  cover  his  uakednefs^  maght 
probably  give  him  corn  before  bis  flight  from  Eden.  A  plant  of  piar%- 
dife,  tdcen  to  a  ruder  £bil,  could  not  be  fupported  without  the  aid  of 
the  men  whom  it  was  intended  to  fupport. 

The  cattle  pafture  the  whole  year :  among  the  mouneain$  in  fuvKnei:, 
and  on  the  plsdns  in  winter.  Tkey  are  all  r^,  in  Sicily,  -wilhout  ex- 
ception. The  oxen,  Uke  ihofe  of  Pugli^  and  the.  o^n  nmv  Rp^ie, 
whidi  are  originally  of  the  fame  breeds  haye  lafgfs  borncu  This  braed 
is  excellent,  not  fo  high  boned  nor  fo  very  Urge  «  tb«  cattle  of  ilth* 
Ter^a  di  Lavor^  but  (sf  a  noble  kind,  ^oong^and  eompa^.  Virgil 
would  haw  btfea  iiigidy  pleafied  widi  them^  im  tjiey  anfwer  tD  tos 
defcription  of  excellent  >cattle. 

The  horfes  ofSidily  have  at^aU^tianes  been  fiimoutt.  £^pb9des /qme- 
where  fpeaks  of  the  horfe  of  J£tn^.  Pindar  more  than  once  praifes  the 
Sicilian  horie»  and  Virgil  the  horfe  of  Agrigeatunu  In  th«  towns^  J 
-met  with  handfome  and  animated  horfes:  in  the  country,  th/^yare 
fcarce ;  becaufe  miiles  are  prefier aUe  to  ride  among  the  mouataim. 

The  mules  of  Sicily  are  firoog,  and  appear  to  me  to  be  preferable  to 
thofe  of  Calabria :  but  the  Calahrian  hor&  I  confidcr  as  fuperior  to 
the  Sicilian.  However,  there  are  good  breed3,  in  the  inland  parts  of 
the  ifland.  Coaches  are  met  with  to  the  towns ;  but  I  remember  tp 
have  feen  only  a  few  (arts,  and  diofe  on  the  north  fiiore  of  the  ftrails 
of  Faro.     They  h«ve  two  wheels,  and  are  drawn  by  oxen. 

Tfa€  fheep  and  goats  are  of  a  good  ^xkI  :  though  I  have  icc^  finer 
in  :difrer6nt  parts  of  It^y» 

The 
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The  hogs,  in  Sicily,  are,biaok.j  as  ia  Italy-    , 

I  know  not  whether  the  ftag,  the  dcer,.a)nd  the  roebuck,  are  to  be 
found  in  this  ifland.  The  chamois  inhabits  ^tna ;  though  I  met 
with  none. 

In  addition  to  the  fingular  ideas,  which  the  people  of  the  North  en- 
tert^dn  of  thefe  countries,  they  like  wife  add  the  fuppofition  of  venom- 
ous and  ftinging  reptiles.  There  are  indeed  fnakes,  of  a  prodigious 
fize,  occafionally  to  be  met  with  in  the  forefts :  but  I  believe  they  are 
not  poifonous.  The  commoh  kind  aire  Here  as  little  poifonous  as  they 
are  in  Germany. 

There  is  another  fpecies  however  that  is  dangerous  :  which  is  the 
afpick,  the  bite  of  which  is  alfo  dangerous  with  us,  and  its  poifon  is 
here  more  aftive.  In  the  country  round  Syracufe,  the  fting  of  the 
fcorpion  is  fometimes  fatal ;  if  antidotes  be  neglected,  or  too  long  de- 
ferred* Hitherto  I  have  feen  no  fcorpion,  except  the  fcorpion  of  the 
firmament,  which  in  our  hori?zon  is  only  vifiWe  in  part  * . 

I  did  not  meet  with  more  wafps,  or  ox-flies,  than  are  met  with  in 
Germany  :  but  I  found  fome  of  an  unknown  fpecies.  The  fting  of 
the  gnat  is  much  more  venomous  than  with  us. 

The  harmlefs  lizard  is  very  beautiful,  in  Italy ;  and  ftill  more  beau- 
tiful, and  animated,  in  Sicily.  It  is  larger  than  in  Germany,  is  of  a 
polifhed  green  colour,  and  fome  have  •  blue  heads.  In  the  two  king- 
doms, they  run  up  the  trees  to  the  topmoft  branches  ;  and  remind  me 
of  a  beautiful  paffage  in  Horace,  where  a  coy  maiden  is  compared  to  a 
young  fawn,  which,  palpitating,  feeks  its  dam,  and  trembles  through  all 
its  limbs,  if  the  green  lizard  glides  up  the  wild  mulberry  tree, 

*  Some  months  afterward,  I  found  a  fcorpion  in  my  chamber  in  the  PtaM  di  StrenU. 
Since  that,  I  met  with  a  very  little  fpecies,  of  the  fize  of  a  fpider,  in  Ifchia.  This  fn)»tl 
kind  is  grey,  and  not  poifonous-  It  has  much  the  fame  a£Einity  to  the  true  fcorpion, 
^hich  is  black,  as  the  fmall  fea-crab  has  to  the  lobfter.  Thofe  which  ^re  found  at  the 
mouth  of  theWefer,  and  czWt A  granate^  are  muchlefs  than  the  lobfter,  and  grey;  neither 
have  they  any  claws  f* 

+  The  latter  part  of  this  note  is  obfcarc  :  I  have  onJy  bcea  able  to  traaflate  the  words*}  perhaps  thej.will 
be  intelligible  to  the  oaturalift.    T. 

Vol.  it.  3T  VUmt 
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Vitas  hinntiho  mijimilify  Chloe^ 
Siuaumhpomdam  tamtibus  aviU 
Matremy  nonjini  vano 

Autarum  etfylva  tnetu  : 
Nam^Jiu  tnobllibus  vitis  inhorruit 
jid  ventum  folihy  feu  virides  rubum 
Diffiaven  lacerU, 
Et  cprde  et  genibus  t remit, 

HoR.  lib.  "u  od.  23. 
Chloe  flies  me  like  a  fawni 
Which  through  fonic  fequefler'd  lawn 
Panting  feeks  the  mother-deer^ 
Not  without  a  panic  fear 
Of  the  gently-breathiog.  breeze 
And  the  motion  of  the  trees. 
If  the  curling  leaves  but  {hakej 
If  a  lizard  ftir  the  brake, 
Frighted  it  begins  to  freeze. 
Trembling  both  at  heart  and  knees. 

Frakcis. 

The  birds,  that  enliven  our  woods  in  fuch  numbers,  are  but  feldoni'' 
feen  in  Sicily,  and  Italy :  for  every  peafant  has  his  gun,  which  fre- 
quently (lands  not  far  from  him  while  he  is  ploughing  his  field. 

Moft  of  the  farmers  are  tenants  to  the  noblemen  ;  who,  according 
10  an  ancient  ciiftom,  furnifh  the  tenants,  when  they  enter  the  pre- 
mifes,  with  feed-corn,  labouring-oxen,  implements  of  hulbandry,  and 
other  articles.  At  the  conclufion  of  the  agreement,  the  farmer  returns 
them  all.  Thefe  neceflaries  of  the  farm  are  called  la  colonna.  The 
hufbandnlan,  for  one  falma  of  feed-corn,  is  obliged  to  pay  five  in  re- 
turcu  A  falma  contains  fixteen  tumuli^  the  tumulo  from  twenty  to 
<wenty-two  rotdiy  and  the  rotolo  two  pounds  and  a  half.  Eight  Jaime 
'arid  four-fifths  are  equal  to  a  laji  of  Amfterdam  ;  and  the  la/i  of  Am- 
ilerdam  is  about  a  thirteenth  larger  than  the  lafl  of  Hamburg. 

The  value  oi^i  falma  of  wheat  is  from  three  to  five  oncie.  Carac-^. 
cucU^  the  late  viceroy  of  Sicily,  deprived  the  landlords  of  the  right  of 

ito- 
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imprlfonuig  the  hufbaadman,  if  he  did  not  return  the  ftipulated  fahnc 
of  com,  or  ^hc  c^pnna ;  and  it  is  now  aflerted  that  the  proprietors,  hav- 
ing no  fecurity  for  the  produce  of  their  lands,  frequently  rather  fuffer 
them  to  lie  uncultivated  than  to  let  them,  in  the  uncertain  expecta- 
tion of  neither  receiving  their  rent  nor  their  property.  But  hoyy  eafily 
would  this  evil  be  removed  I  How  can  the  nobleman  be  infequr?,  if 
the  farmer  have  gathered  in  his  baryeft  ?  The  imprifonriaent  of  the 
djebtor,  who  is  obliged  to  maintain. hip^elf  and  his  family  by  labour,  is 
a  lparbarou3  %fd  abominable  cuftpm.  The  farmers  pay  a  ground  renjt 
for  their  houfes ;  which  defcend  from  father  to  fon,  and  are  held  op. 
condition  of  tilling  the  land  :  audy  were  they  to  hold  the  land  that  be*- 
longs  to  the  houfe  on  the  faine  cpndifious,  the  tenaiUt,  the  landlord,  an4 
ihe  whole  iflaxidy  would  be  infinite  gsdners:  except  that  the  rent  tp  be 
^ai4>  >ybether  in  money  or  in  kind,  ought  at  certain  periods,  if.  not 
jBvery  year,  to  be  regulated  according  to  the  price  of  wheat. 

Commerce  here  is  very  much  (hackled.     In  England,  a  premium  is 

jjiven  for  exportation.     In  Sicily,  exported  articles  are  heavily  ta^ed. 

Ijlpt^at  I  confider  this  as  the  principal  evil :  for  this  regulation  has,  i^ 

f<^e  fenfe^  its  advantages.     The  people  do  not  fuppoie  themfelyes  fo 

much  oppre^edJ  while  they  imagine  that  foreigners  alone  pay  the  ta,x  j 

an4  the  farmer  ,does  not  recoiled  that,  if  fuch  taxes  did  not  exift,  his 

coffrt  iW^tuld  fetch  a  better  price.     It  is  neceffary  not  only  |o  ay^^jre^ 

iQppi;*fli<?n,:b!Af  the  very  feeding  of  the  fuppofition  of  Qppre:gian.  ^  Jj^fajfi 

4ira8JiQt  on  bread  alone  :  nor  is  tfhe  weight  of  the  burthen'/Q  egf^^^. 

ally  Qfppreffiye,  as  the  temper  if  embittered  in  which  it  is  bor^e.    I 

grai^t  that  tbi5  itax  properly  falls  on  the  inland  vender  :'  but  it.  falls  Ofi 

>hibijat 'that'ifa.vourahle  moment  when  he  is  in  the  receipt  <^iiitn^y  fqr 

.ttts/cnrii;   :  • '',:..;,.  -■../.>' 

?Fhe  teal  evil  appears  to  me  to  be  this  :  the  farmer  is  nqt,all9W^4  to 

feirihis  corn,to  the  foreign  merqhant  ;  the  nobleman  only  poflefles.thjis 

•  right.  J^Qr:is.th^..4li9rGham  certain  that  even  the  nobleinap  hig^elf 
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can  exercife  the  right :  becaufe  the  exportation  of  com  is  often  -fud-  * 
denly  prohibited.     It  is  faid  that  the  underlings  in  office,  by  falfe  pre- 
tences, have  the  art  to  open  or  fhutthe  ports,  for  or  againft  exportation, 
to  the  advantage  of  a  few ;  who  fhare  the  fhameful  gain,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  land-owner  and  the  farmer. 

The  law  pronounces  the  hufbandman  free  from  all  vaflalage :  but 
the  ftewards,  who  likewife  generally  farm  lands,  fometimes  require  the 
hufbandman  to  help  them  in  their  labour ;  ahli  the  huflbandman  of 
thefe  countries  is  very^  loth  to  refufe  the  reqiieft  of  a  fteward*  The 
nobleman  has  ho  power  over  the  perfon  of  the  hulbandman,  cither  to 
imprifon  him  or  to  bellow  bodily  chaftrfemeiit ;  yet  he  is  fo  fer  a  ferf 
that  he  cantiot  quit  the  farm,  at  his  pleafure.  '    ' 

The  glafs-wortis  reared  in  fuch  quantities  that  this  coiintry  annu^ 
ally  exports  two  hundred  thoufaiid  cantari  of  pot-afti.  A  cantaro  con- 
tains a  hundred  ro/o// ,'  or  a  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  weight  of  Am- 
Herdam. 

A  refpeftable  merchant  of  Meffina,  who  is  a  foreigner,  told  me  that 
the  export  trade. of  this  country  confided  of  eighty-one  principal  ar- 
ticles :  among  which,  and  next  in  rank  to  thofe  that  I  have  named^ 
are  raw  and  wrought  filks,  oranges,  and  lemons,  manna,  and  fafiron. 

Trade  is  not  only  fhackled  by  the  limitations  of  the  laws  but  by  the 

fear  of  corlidrs  ;  to  free  the  fea  of  which  the  Government  levies  large 

fums.    This  end  would  be  better  attained  if  thefe  governors  would 

abandon  the  pradice  of  building  (h]]ps  of  the  line,  and  content  them- 

felves  with  frigates,  xebecks,  brigantines,  and  galleys,  to  proteft  thek 

trade  againft  the  African  corfairs.     Commerce  ought  to  flourifh,  and 

feamen  by  that  means  be  formed,  before  any  Government  fhould  think 

of  ereding  itfelf  into  a  maritime  powen     When  I  was  firft  at  Meffina^ 

I  was  informed  that  a  corfair,  frohi  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  failed  through 

the  ftraits  of  Faro,  in  defiance  of  a  royal  galley  that  was  lying  at  Reg- 

gio.     The  pirates  were  daring  enough  to  capture  two  feluccas,  between 

Palermo  and  Naples ;  and  other  of  the  Africans  even  followed  a  ihip 

5  to 
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to  the  very  haven  of  Trapani,  and  took  a  veflel,  loaded  with  wine^  be- 
tween Girgenti  and  Marfalla. 

As  the  fhips  that  take  an  African  corfair  are  fubje£ted  to  a  rigorous 
quarantine,  many  of  the  captains  fuffer  the  corfairs  to  efcape  ;  and,  to» 
remedy  this  evil,  the  Government  has  given  it  in  command,  to  all  cap- 
tains of  the  royal  navy,  to  fink  every  corfair  j  even  though  the  pirates^ 
Ihould  flxike  their  colours — ^A  rule  which  rifes  in  dreadful  contra- 
didion  to  the  very  efifence  of  the  laws  which  are  common  and  natural 
to  all  nations. 

The  Venetians  have  lately  waged  a  feven  years'  war^  againft  the 
pirates  of  Timis  ;  of  whom  they  cleared  the  fcas :  yet  fcarcely  had 
they,  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year,  concluded  a  peace,  before 
two-and-forty  corfairs  failed  from  the  port  of  Tunis.  Ships  it  is  true 
were  fent  againft  them  from  Naples  i  but  they  were  neither  fufEcient 
in  number  nor  did  they  fail  at  a  proper  feafon. 

The  condud  of  the  Portugueze  Government  has  been  very  difierenti 
to  which,,  for  fomeyears,theAtlantic  has  been  indebted  for  its  fecurity. 
A  fquadron,  confifting  of  fhips  of  the  line  and  frigates,  has  cruized  at 
the  mouth  of  the  ftraits  of  Gibraltar  y  and  thus  has  made  the  pillars 
of  Hercules  the  boundary  of  the  pirates  of  Africa. 

One  great  caufe  of  the  palfied  ftate  of  the  country  is,  that  people  of 
the  third  clafs  have  fo  few  rights  and  fo  little  juftice  done  them.  Re.- 
prefentatives,  it  is  true,  are  fent  to  the  Parliainents  by  the  royal  towns : 
but  the  rights  of  this  clafs  do  not  obtain  fufEcient  attention,  becaufe 
moft  of  thefe  reprefentatives  are  chofen  from  the  lower  order  of  nobles.. 
In  many  towns  however  the  lower  nobility  concern  themfelves  in. 
trade  j  and,  having  a  common  intereft  with  the  commercial  citizens, 
defend  their  rights  i  by  which  this  defed  of  the  Conftitution  is  a  little 
counteracted. 

When  the  nobles  take  any  part  in  trade,  the  wall  of  feparation  be* 
tween  them  and  the  third  clafs  is  not  fo  viiible  as  it  is  in  Germany ; 
where  the  gentlemen,  to  their  own  honor  in  my  opinion,  and  to  the 

benefit 
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benefit  of  their  country,  leave  every  kind  of  commerce  to  the  lower 
ranks. 

The  nobility  of  Sicily  confifts  of  four  orders  ;  the  firft  of  which  are 
the  Baroniy  who  originally  were  much  the  fame  as  the  Peers  of  Great 
Britain  are  at  prefent,  or  as  the  Peers  of  France  were  in  the  middle 
ages.  Thefe  Baroni  have  equal  rights,  but  unequal  ranks  ;  as  their 
•titles  are  Princes,  Dukes,  Margraves  *,  Counts,  Vifcounts,  and  Barons. 
Their  feat  in  Parliament  is  hereditary  :  like  as  in  the  Houfc  of  Lords 
in  England. 

Knighthood  conftitutes  the  fecond  order  ;  and  the  Knights  in  part 
confift  of  very  ancient  nobility.  Among  thefe  muft  be  included  the 
perfons  on  whom  the  King  can  confer  the  hereditary  title  even  of 
Prince,  or  Duke  :  but  not  hereditary  rights.  Thefe  are  the  nobkjfe 
titree^  as  they  would  be  called,  by  the  French ;  a  rank  which  in  Ger- 
many does  not  properly  iconftitute  any  part  of  the  high  nobility,  which 
confifts  only  of  the  principal  families  of  the  States  of  the  Empire. 

A  third  order  arifes  out  of  thofe  families  which,  according  to  an  an- 
cient right,  affume  to  themfelves  the  rank  of  Knight ;  in  continuation 
wof  fuch  houfes  as  become  extinft. 

The  fourth  order  was  in  danger  of  nearly  overrunning  thecountry  with 
a  new  race  of  Nobles.  The  holding  of  certain  offices  gives  the  rank  of 
Noble  to  the  fucceflbrs  of  the  holder :  the  confequence  of  this  privilege 
became  vifible,  and  the  offices  are  generally  beftowed  on  the  nobility. 

The  ancient  and  formerly  democratic  Syracufe  is  the  only  place  in 
AN^hich  two  of  the  citizens  fit  as  members,  in  the  Council. 

The  chief  vaflals  of  the  high  nobility,  to  whom  whole  towns  belong, 
feel  their  dependance,  and  often  complain :  they  cannot  however  difa- 
vow  that  the  baronial  towns  are  in  a  better  coiKlition  than  the  royal. 
Any  complaints  againft  the  powerful  BaroPii^  who.  are  regarded  by 
Government  with  a  jealous  cye^  gain  a  much  more  ready  attention 
than  if  preferred  againft  a  royal  Gevernatore. 

^  Maihgrafen  :  Marchejty  or  Marquifes,  I  fuppofeare  meant,     T. 

2  The 
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The  Parliament  is  affembled  by  the  Viceroy,  at  no  appointed  time, 
in  any  one  of  the  royal  towns.  The  laft  was  held  in  Cefalu.  It  con- 
fifted  of  the  fpiritual  arm  :  llbraccio  ecclejiajtico  :  Archbiftiops,  Bilhops, 
Abbots,  and  Priors.  The  military  arm  :  //  braccio  militare  :  the  Baro- 
ni  of  the  kingdom  :  and  laftly  of  the  Deputies  of  the  Towns :  librae^ 
do  demaniale. 

The  rights  of  the  Parliament  are  great:  although  through  abufe 
they  are  feldom  exercifed,  becaufe  the  moft  powerful  members  in  a 
variety  of  ways  are  made  dependant  on  the  Court.  No  extraordinary 
tax  can  be  impofed,  without  the  confent  of  Parliamenjt. 

The  fpiritual  benefices  are  fome  of  them  very  rich.     Sicily  has  only 
two  Archbilhops,  and  feven  Bifhops  :  whereas,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  there  are  one-and-twenty  Archbilhops,  and  a  hundred  and  tea* 
Bifliops. 

The  Camnici  have  confiderable  revenues  ;  and  fome  of  them  afford 
excellent   examples    to   their   countrymen,  by  rationally  employing: 
themfelves  in  Agriculture.    Others  of  them  dedicate  themfelvcs  to  the 
fciences ;  and  they  are  all  generally  fpeaking  very  hofpitable.     The  * 
virtue  of  hofpitality  is  likewife  exercifed  by  the  fpiritual  orders  of  mof l- 
cfthembhafteries. 

The  travellers  who  maintain  that  the  chief  deftination  of  men  ought* 
ro  be  the  circulation  of  money,  by  aflive  co<nmerce,  (hould  at  leaft,  in 
return  for  the  friendly  manner  with  which  they  have  been  received  by 
the  monks,  do  them  the  juftice  to  acknowledge  that  many  laymen  arc 
maintained  by  the  monafteries. 

To  be  equitable  toward  monks,  we  ought  to  judge  them  according 
to  the  principles  of  their  church.     Do  that  and,  iay  what  we  will,  we^ 
fliall  find  that  the  life'of  any  fpiritual  Order  is  afevcre  life.     He  who- 
ennobles  himfelf  by  abftinence,  and  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  and  ■ 
who,  that  he  may  fecure  an  invifible  good,  renounces  the  fweetell  joys  of 
life,  who  humbles  himfelf  before  God  by  the  obfervation  of  rigorous 
rules  and  pei^inces,  and  who  yet  ^preferves  his  amenity  to. mankind,  > 

deferves- 
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deferves  by  them  to  be  rcfpedted  and  honored.  Such  a  man  is  fupc- 
rior  to  the  mockery  of  the  vain  ;  as  he  is  to  the  difcourtefy  of  thofe 
travellers  who,  having  been  hofpitably,  kindly,  and  without  diftinftion 
of  fedl,  entertained  in  his  cloifter,  return  home  and,  at  the  diftance  of 
fome  hundreds  of  miles,  divert  themfelves  and  their  unfeeling  farcaftic 
readers  at  the  expence  of  their  hoft  ;  on  whom  they  blufli  not  to  be- 
ftovv  the  contemptuous  name  of  Prieft  ;  while  they  will  probably  fpeak 
with  literary  veneration  of  the  mutilated  priefts  of  Cybele,  or  of  other 
Pagan  deities  of  the  ancients,  and  honour  the  word  priejl  while  they 
pronounce  it. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  deny  that  many  monks  and  ecclefiaftics  de- 
ferve  the  contempt  which  is  fometimes  annexed  to  the  word /r/g^.^ 
Every  unworthy  clergyman,  be  he  Catholic  or  Proteftant,  who  feeds 
upon  the  church,  yet  lives  and  fpeaks  in  contradidlion  to  her  precepts, 
is  a  prieft  in  the  worft  fenfe.  But  every  ecclefiaftic,  who  conforms  to 
the  faith  of  his  church  and  lives  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  is  a  m^n 
whom  we  muft  honour  ;  and  our  rcfpeS  will  be  increafed  if,  in  obe- 
dience to  God,  he  live  in  the  exercife  of  true  felf-denial,  and  pafs  here 
a  life  of  pain  in  hopes  hereafter  to  obtain  a  life  of  glory. 

Let  each  man  judge  for  himfelf :  but  let  no  one  confider  himfelf  as 
a  free-thinker,  who  models  his  judgment  after  the  opinions  of  the 
trifling,  fhort-fighted,  and  pretended-deep  enquirers  of  the  laft  hun- 
dred, or  rather  of  the  laft  ten,  years. 

A  difcreet  traveller  will  be  careful  how  he  pafles  fentence,  at  leaft 
unfavourably,  upon  the  charafter  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  country ;  un- 
lefs  his  refidence  among  them  has  been  a  refidence  of  years.  Long 
and  continued  obfervation,  particular  opportunities^  and  various  inci- 
dents, muft  all  concur  to  enable  a  foreigner  to  fpeak  decifively,  and 
equitably,  on  the  manner  of  thinking,  and  feeling,  of  any  nation  that 
he  has  vifited. 

The  Sicilians  praife  themfelves  for  their  open  liberal  charadter  ;  the 
Neapolitans  accufc  ^them  of  a  very  oppofitc  quality,  and  attribute  all 

the 
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the  praife  of  liberality  to  themfelves.  For  my  own  part,  I  found  both 
nations  friendly,  prepofleffing,  and  capable  not  only  of  politenefs  but  of 
good  intention  5  nay  more^  of  confidence. 

The  Neapolitans  to  me  appear  to  be  the  moft  fanguine,  and  joyous: 
the  Sicilians  the  moft  ferious,  and  ardent.  Both  are  irritable :  but  each 
in  concord  with  thejr,chara£ter.  The  Neapolitan  is  impetuous,  and  his 
a^ger  fw(lden :  but^  a  word  unremarked  finks, deeply,  and  fows  the  feed 
pf  xefenpij^nt,; In- thjeiieiut  of  the  Sicilian. 

^  ♦ '-  Crffcit  icetdto  veittt  arhr  avo. 

HOR.  Od.xii.  Lib..!, 

CohccaPd  an  age  the  rooted  vengeance  gr(5WS* 
'     ••'  '  "-       '        '.  Fkattcis. 

Jt  iM)u^iihe8;thc  fenfe  of  injury  j  apd,  ^aihiflg  dcjara  the  oup  of 
vengeance,  (beds  its  fanguinaryxoateats;  The  diffi^r^g^e  ^c^r^^^^^ 
in  -different  toi^s  4s  •  very  great.  The  pepple  of  Trapani  .-»i;e  flioft 
jaccufed  of  the  paffion  of  Kvenge.  .  .     .   ,• 

,  The  love  of  liberty  is  common  to  the  iahabitants  of  toth  kipgdomsj 
and,  be  it  told  tp  the  honour  pf  the  Ne^olitans,  they  have  coa« 
ftantly  refifted  the  introducing  of  tjiat  dreadful  ;ind  deteftable  tribunali 
Jthe  Inquifition.:    Sicily  was.firft  jfelieved  from  it  by  the  prefent  Klg^. 

.  The  defe|a3  of  a  hoticlimate  have, free  play  among  the  Sicilians, 
JN^apoUtans,  and  ItalianSi^  in  general;  frojn  the  public  and  private 
education  of  youth^ whichisrfieglefted  in  a  moil  indefenfible.nfiaaner. 
X«ike  as,  in  this  climate^  the  manifold  fruits  of  the  fertile  foil  are  inter- 
jpaingled  with  numerous  kinds  of  tUiftles.of.iyiQommon  growth,  fo  do 
failings  and  vices  luxviriantly  rankle,  in  the  nal;ional  character  of  this 
people ;  whofe  talents  and.capa^ilities  are  unj;pn)ip[^only  gre^t*  ^  Volup- 
tuoufneifs,  anger,  and  revenge,  glow  in  their  fiery  temperament  with 
unabated  heat.     When  not  irritated,  they  are  a  wdl  meaning  people. 

To  this  good  intention  muft  be  attributed  the ^prepoflcffing  and  noWe 

.yOir^ll.  3U     '  -'  Wpitolity 
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hofpitality  of  the  inhabitants  of  both  kingdoms ;  and  to  this  the  fecurity 
with  which  ftrangers  live  in  Rome :  although  there  are  annaally  five 
hundred  murders  committed  in  that  city ;  not  as  the  Sacrifices  of  rapa- 
city, but  of  jealoufy,  fudden  anger;  and  revenge. 

Their  infant  children  teftify  violent  anger ;  and  their  tears  are  ac- 
companied with  tokens  of  obftinacy,  and  vehemence.  A  part  of  thefe 
failings  may  probably  be  placed  to  the  account  of  inherited  qualities*, 
and  heat  of  blood :  but  as  great  a  part,  at  leaft,  maybe  juftly  attributed 
to  the  unreafonablefs  of  parents,  and  their  impetuous  manner  of  teach- 
ing their  children.  Accuftomed  to  play  with  ftones,  the  boys  are 
armed  with  this  dangerous  weapon  of.  pailion ;  and,  if  a  ftone  be 
thrown  at  a  dog,  all  the  boys  hurl  at  the  unfortunate  animal ;  while  their 
elders  not  only  encourage  this  bad  practice  by  their  filence,  but  fre- 
quently by  their  example.  Their  general  treatment  of  animals  is  a 
proof  of  the  rude  ftate  of  their  feelings. 

In  a  country  fp  fruitful  as  this,  idlenefs  is  native.  The  inhabitant  of 
the  north  is  obliged  to  fupply  his  wants  by  "the  fweat  of  his  brow: 
among  which  wants  are  a  ftrong  diet,  warm  clothing,  much  firing,  and 
diftilled  liquors.  The  more  abftemious  Italians  and  Sicilians  are  lightly 
fed,  and  lightly  clothed.  Although  their  fiery  wines  in  many  places 
are  as  cheap  as  our  table  beer,  yet  drunkehnefs  is  with  them  an  uncom- 
mon vice.  In  Italy,  I  faw  one  or  tWo  men  intoxicated ;  and  iii  Sicily 
none.  The  climate  is  fo  mild  that  they  are  in  need  neither  of  a  fub- 
ftaiitial  nor  of  a  roomy  habitation ;  and  their  very  mechanics  generally 
work  in  the  ftreets.  Shade  and  repofe  are  their  natural  wants,  and  the 
origin  of  their  indolence ;  which,  however  thefe  circumftances  may 
ple»d  in  its  excufe,  is  Hill  fearful  in  its  confequences. 

One  of  thefe  confequences  is  the  number  of  beggars,  who  are  often 

^  The  good  and  the  bad  qusditics  of'thcfe  people,  like  the  good  and  the  bad  qualities 
of  all  human  beings,  are  the  refuk  of  the  circumftances  under  which  they  exift.  Change 
thofe  and  their  qualities  will  change.    T*     , 

•  itnpudent ; 
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impudent;. and  appear  more  fo  to  travellers  than  they  are  in  reality. 
The  traveller  too  frequently  forgets  that  beggars  themfelves  cannot  but  ^ 
partake  of  the  natioital  vivacity. 

!  The  Italians  and  Sicilians  are  accufed  of  felfifhuefs  ;  nor  is  the  accu- 
fation  entirely  groundlefs :  though  I  have  found  among  them  men  of 
all  ranks  who  pofleffed  generofity.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for 
the  lower  order  of  people  to  refufe  any  recompcnfc  from  me,  or  my 
fellow  travellers,  for  the  trouble  they  had  taken,  or  the  civilities  they 
had  fhewn.  Neither  ought  a  nation  to  be  judged  by  people  whofe 
profeffion  it  is  to  live  by  ftrangers.  How  would  thofe  be  miftaken 
who,  judging  from  the  felfifhnefs  of  many  innkeepers,  and  their  fer- 
vants,  in  the  German  part  of  Switzerland,  fhould  make  them  the  cha« 
rafteriftic  ftandard  of  the  German  Swifsj  who  are  the  nobleft  people 
on  God^s  earth ! 

In  countries  where  nature  produces  much  fpontaneoufly,  and  much 
more  with  little  labour,  men  ought  to  have  been  allured  to  an  a^ive 
life  by  the  opening  of  new  channels  of  induftfy :  but  here  its  efforts 
are  frequently  neglefted  by  the  tardinefs  of  govetnment ;  and,  what  is 
worfe,  frequently  oppofed  by  the  obftinacy  of  caution.  '   ' 

A  lively  Fancy,  mifguided  by  a  defcdivc  religious  education,  becomes 
the  nurfe  of  credulity.  Hence  trifling  ceremonies  ufurp  the  place  of 
ferious  duties ;  and  the  muttering  of  words  without  meaning  is  the 
fubftitute  of  love,  and  purity  of  heart.  To  thefe  muft  be  attributed 
depravity  of  manners,  and  frequently  a  want  of  faith. 

The  fuperabundance  of  nature  arid  the  negledl  of  education  are  dif- 
coverable,  both  in  the  language  and  in  the  beautifully  formed  yet  vio- 
lently agitated  countenances  of  the  Italians,  in  their  loud  clear-toned 
voices,  that  wound  while  they  pleafe  the  ear,  and  in  the  comparifon 
that  may  be  made  between  them  and  their  children. 

I  never  have  any  where  feen  more  beautiful  or  intelligent  children, 
among  the  common  people,  than  in  thefe  countries.  Rapid  in  their 
progrefs  at  firft,  as  rapidly  is  that  progrefs  at  an  end.    I  have  no  where 
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m^t  with  fo  few  crooked,  fo  few  deformed,  iiifantl  at  their  birth  as 
here :  nor  any  where  fo  many  that  have  become  fo  by  negleft : 
never  in  any  place  fo  many  one-eyed^  blind,  lame  in  the  hands, 
withered,  diftorted  objedls,  and  cripples  of  every  kind,  as  in  Italy  and 
Sicily :  efpecially  in  the  former.  How  frequently  do  you  meet  on  the 
ifland,  as  well  as  on  the  continent,  with  unfortunate  men  and  women, 
whofe  countenances  have  been  half  eaten  away  by  cancer,  or  by  leprofy  ? 
Thefpedator  fliudders,  and  doubts  whether  the  poor  wretch  befufFer- 
ing  for  the  fms  of  youth,  or  for  the  irregular  paffions  of  parents.  He 
turns  involuntarily  from  the  fight,  and  with  irrefiftible  abhorrence  ; 
which,  in  a  moment,  is  changed  into  compaflion. 

There  is  a  cuftom,  proper  to  Sicily,  which  1  niuft  not  forget  to  men- 
tion. This  is  a  right  of  purchafe  of  a  fingular  kind.  If  any  man  buy 
axteftate,  be  irboufe,  land,  or  vineyard,  the  neighbour  of  the  purchafer,. 
for  the  fpace  of  an  entire  year  afterward,  may  ejedl  him  by  an  advance 
of  price.  In  vain  would  the  firft  purchafer  give  more  to  the  ori^nal 
owner.  This  fingular  law  is  generally  evaded  by  a  falfehood.  The 
purchafe  money  is  ftated,in  the  articles  of  agreement,  at  a  higher  fum 
than  has  been  agreed  upon  in  the  prefence  of  four  witnefTes. 

There  is  another  no  lefs  fingular  law  in  Sicily :  according  to  which 
any  man  can  oblige  his  neighbour  to  fell  his  houfe,  if  he  will  pay  him 
three  times  its  value.  The  intention  of  this  law  was  the  improvement 
of  the  towns.  It  was  to  encourage  the  poffeflbrs  of  large  houfes  to  pur- 
chafe the  humble  abodes  of  the  poor. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XCVL 

San  lorio  near  Naples,  1 8th  July  1792* 

VJ^N  the  loth,  at  feven  In  the  evening,  we  went  on  board  a 
Tittle  veflel,  in  the  port  of  Medina,  of  the  kind  that  are  called  j^^rc?/iar/\ 
They  are  long,  fmall,  confcquently  light,  have  feven  rbwers,  and  carry 
much  fail.  The  people  of  Malta  are  the  inventors,  and  almoft  the  only 
pofleflbrs,  of  this  kind  of  veflel.  They  have  only  been  imitated  by  the 
Syracufians.  Our  fperonaro  was  from  Syracufe.  We  ordered  it  round 
to  Meffina,  becaufe,  in  the  prefent  uncertainty  of  thefe  feas,  fuch  vef- 
fels  ufually  efcape  the  corfairs.  Larger  veflels,  unlefs  armed  for  theii^ 
defence,  if  met  by  the  corfairs  generally  become  their  booty.  The  cor- 
fairs  are  built  not  for  trade  but  for  piracy :  cohfequently  they  have  great 
advantages  over  other  (hips.  Quick  as  the  fperonari  can  fail,  yet  the 
failors,  if  purfued  by  the  Barbarians,  will  not  truft  to  this,  but  take  up 
their  oars,  and  row  againft  the  wind ;  in  which  exercife  they  are  un- 
equalled by  the  Africans.  There  is  no  example  of  ^Jperonaro^  unenn 
cumbered  with  merchandize,  having  been  taken  by  the  corfaitg* 

At  fun  rife  on  the  1  ith,  we  faw  almoft  all  the  Lipari  iflands ;  partly 
facing  us,  and  partly  on  our  left.  Some  fay  they  are  feven  in  number, 
fome  ten,  and  others  twelve :  according  as  the  eftimate  does  or  does  not 
include  Alicudi^  and  Felicudi^  on  the  weft,  and  other  fmall  iflands,  which 
are  properly  no  more  than  rocks.  The  Italians  and  Sicilians,  like  the 
ancients,  ate  inclined  to  exaggerate ;  and  willingly  call  a  cliff  an  ifland, 
and  a  brook  a  river. 

Of  thefe  Lipari,  which  is  a  biftiop's  fee,  is  the  largeft ;  and  is  held, 
both  by  ancients  and  moderns,  to  be  the  -ffiolian  ifland  of  Homer :  in 
which  ^olus,  the  friend  of  the  immortal  Gods,  to  whom  Jupiter  en- 
trufted  the  care  of  the  winds,  was  the  hoft  of  Ulyffes;  and  gave  him 

alt 
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all  the  winds  imprifoned  in  a  leather  bag:  the  weft  wind  excepted, 
becaufe  that  was  favourable  to  his  navigation.  Ulyfles  would  not 
truft  the  helm  to  his  companions ;  and,  on  the  loth  day,  faw  himfelf 
near  his  beloved  Ithaca,  when  he  was  overcome  by  a  fweet  fleep.  His 
foolifh  comrades  opened  the  bag ;  imagining  it  contained  a  treafure : 
when  iuddenly  the  winds  blew  a  tempeft,  drove  the  fliip  again  to  fea, 
and  at  laft  brought  them  back  to  JEoln^  *. 

As  thefe  iflands,  which  rife  like  mountains  out  of  the  fea  with  ftcep 
fhores,  are  feen  to  a  great  diftance,  and  as  you  turn  toward  them,  like 
the  wandering  rocks  of  Homer  in  face  of  Scylla,  always  appear  to 
have  a  different  fituation,  the  great  poet,  profiting  by  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  called  the  ifland  of  ^olus  the  fwimming  ifland. 

Lipari,  like  its  companions,  is  high;  and,  like  theirs,  the  declivity  of 
its  (hores  is  fteep.  Thefe  fhorcs  have  the  colour  of  iron :  at  leaft 
when  feen,  as  they  were  by  us,  at  a  diftance.  This  fuggefted  the  idea 
of  Homer,  that  the  ifland  of  jEoIus  was  walled  round  with  brafs :  a 
remark  for  which  I  have  to  thank  the  good  Fadre  Minafi;  a  friar  of 
the  order  of  St.  Dominic,  at  Naples. 

The  ifland  of  Lipari  was  formerly  volcanic.  The  following  is  the 
account  which  Diodorus  gives  of  thefe  iflands. 

'*  The  wind  burfts  forth  .with  great  rufliing  and  noife,  from  the 
*'  caverns  of  Strongyle  (Stromboli)  and  of  Hiera  Hepbafia :  (confecrated 
**  to  Vulcan,  and  now  called  the  Volcano.)  They  caft  out  fand,  and 
"  hot  ftones :  fo  that  fome  believe  they  have  a  fubterranean  paffage, 
and  are  conneded  with  ^tna;  and  that  they  mutually  vomit  fire. 
Liparusj  fon  of  the  Italian  King  Aufon,  driven  away  by  his  bro- 
**  ther,  firft  peopled  and  cultivated  the  ^olian  iflands  j  and  after  him 
**  Lipara  fLipari)  took  its  name,  ^olus,  the  fon  of  Hippotas,  came 
"there ;  and  married  Cyane,  the  daughter  of  Liparus.  He  was  King 
^^  of  Lipara  ;  and  aided  his  wife's  father,  who  iighed  after  Italy,  to 
^*  conquer  Sorento. 

*  Sec  the  tcndi  book  of  the  Odyflcy. 

"  Ulyfles 
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•*  IJlyfles  vifited  this  ^olus;  who  was  an  upright  man,  and  was 

**  called  the  friend  of  the  Gods.     The  invention  of  fails  is  afcribed  to 

•*  him.     By  obferving  the  tokens  which  the.fire  afforded"  (the  afcend- 

ing  fmoke  that  appears  fiery  by  night)  "  he  could  prognofticate  con- 

**  cerning  the  winds,  to  the  inhabitants  :  from  which  the  fable  arofe 

**  that  he  was  the  lord  of  the  winds,     -^olus  had  fix  fons  ;  one  of 

**  whom  reigned  in  the  country  of  Rbegium  (Reggio  in  Calabria),  the 

•*  £ve  others  in  Sicily.     The  fame  of  their  father,  and  their  own  mild 

and  juft  behaviour,  induced  the  Sicani  and  the  Siculi,  who  had 

always  before  been  at  variance,  to  obey  them.     The  family  reigned 

^  long,  till  it  wais  extindl ;  and  the  Siculi  afterward  ele&ed  their  own 

^^  princes :  the  Sicani  waged  civil  wars. 

**  Galled  by  the  yoke  of  the  Perfian  Kings,  ihe  people  of  Carta  from 

**  Cnidusy  and  fomc  RhoaRans^  about  the  time  of  the  50th  Olympiad, 

**  (five  hundred  and  fcventy-five  years  before  Chrift)  determined  tofeek 

'*  another  country.     After  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  in  Sicily,  being  on 

*•  their  return,  they  were  kindly  received  in  Lipara ;  where  there  were 

**  only  five  hun<ked  of  the  defcendants  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  ret* 

**  maining,  with  whom  they  intermingled. 

"  They  armed  a  fleet  againft  the  Tyrrhene  pirates  9  and  poffefled  in 

**  common  the  whole  of  the  lands ;  and  the  booty,  taken  in  the  naval 

^<  war.     At  laft  they  divided  the  lands  of  all  thefe  iflands  by  lot } « and 

•*  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  a  new  divifion  ihould  take  place  evpry 

"  twenty  years*     They  overcame  the  Tyrrheni  in  many  combats  by 

^*  fea  J  and  fent  great  prefents  of  plunder  to  Delphos.     Lipara  was 

**  profperous,  and  celebrated  for  its  natural  ai>d  beautiful  haven ;  a6 

**  like  wife  for  its  warm  fprings,  the  peculiar  properties  of  which  were 

**  not  only  beneficial,  to  certain  difeafes,  but  rendered  them  pleafantto 

•*  bathe  in.     Their  alum  mines  likewife  brought  incredible  wealth  to 

**  the  inhabitants.     This  little  ifland  was  well  provided  with  the  fruits 

"  of  tlie  earth,  and  "with  whatever  was  ncceflary  for  food ;  particularly 

♦•  with  the  fiaeft  orchards,  and  with  fifli  of  every  kind  *." 

*  Diod*  vol.  i.  I.  ▼•  p.  335. 
I  ;  This 
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This  defcription  is  generally  applicable  to  Lipari,  at  prefent :  though 
I  am  fiirprifed  that  Diodorus  did  not  mention  wine ;  for  the  mufcadel 
wine  of  that  ifland  is  excellent. 

The  fiaion  that  Molus  ruled  the  winds,  and  the  account  of  his  being 
able  to  foretel  the  change  of  the  wind  by  the  prognoftics  of  fire^  on 
which  this  fidtion  was  grounded,  were  occafioned  by  the  opportunities 
he  fead  of  obferving  the  wind,  which  changes  fooner  in  die  high 
sregiofis  than  in  the  low :  and  mariners  to  this  day  predid:  the  change . 
of  the  Wind  from  the  fmoke  that  riies  out  of  the  volcanic  illands,  and 
from  the  vapours  that  afcend  from  the  others. 

In  the  war  between  Syracufe  and  Athens,  tbc  people  of  Lipari  took 
part  with  the  firft.     The  following  account  is  giveo  by  Thucy^ep.    - 

^^  In  the  winter  (of  the  fecond  year  of  the  88tk  Olympiad,  426 
'^  years  before  Chrift,  and  the  5th  <rf  the  Peloponneiian  war)  the  people 
^  of  Rhegium,  and  the  Athenians,  failed  together  againft  the  iflands 
"^^  called  after  £olus.  It  was  not  poffible  to  mzkc  a  campaign  there  in 
**fummer;  becaufe  water  was  wanting  in  thefe  iflands**  The*  people 
^of  Ltpari,  tfie  defeeadantsof  (he  ^^\  poflefied  thefe  Iflands ;  and 
^^  inhabited  one  of  them,  U^ara^  which  is  not  large;  and, went  from 
^  Lipara  to  the  dthers,  (^  lands  of  which  they  tilled  f.  Their  names 
^  Mt  DUymSj  StrtmgyU^  2nd  Biera.  The  people  there  believe  that 
^^  Hephseiius  (Vulcan)  forged  in  Hiera :  becaufe  much  £re  was  feeo  to 
^  flfcead  OMt  of  it  by  mglic,  and  fmoke  by  day.  The  Athenians  ra- 
^^  vaged  their  lands,  becaufis  they  took  part  with  the  Syracuflans :  but 
*^  the  people  of  Lipari  were  iledfsift  in  their  alliance,  and  their  enemies 
**  Beturned  to  Rhegium  %. 

/tgathocles  failed  to  Lipari,  and  levied  a  coptribution  of  fifty  talents ; 

**  This  is  not  true  of  4II />{  them,.    liowd  good  water  in  Stro^^bolL 

^  ModefD  gflognpiwrt  wtt  mift«lusp>  wbm  ih^f^tm  t;Ii;tf  to  lie  tbe  cafe  at  prefent. 
The  )ifg«(l  pi  die.  Utm  i^fU  ar^  ioWb^qi;  4>e  fn^a^  .qoIj  vrc  tiUed  by  dieir 
neighbours. 

t  Thttc«  lib.iii.p.  aaz« 
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part  of  which  had  been  dedicated  to  Valcan,  and  part  to  Mo\\xs :  and 
the  people  became  confirmed  in  the  l)eUcf  tjiat  ,^olus  governed  the 
winds,  becaufe"^  eleven  of  the  fhips,;that  bore  away  tX^  money,  foun'* 
dered*.  •         .       , 

The  people  of  Lipari  adhered  to  the  houfe  of  Anjou,  after  the  French 
had  been  driveij  out  of  SicUy.  The  houfe  of  Arragon,  at  the  conclu- 
fion  of  peace  in  the  year  1363^  firft  got  pofleffion  of  thefe  iflands  f . 

The  iflands  of  Volcano,  Volcaqejlo,  and  Stromboli,  emit  fire.  Vol- 
tanello  is  only  a  rock  in  the  fea,  s^id  muft  have  rifen  in  modem  times; 
as  it  is  not  mentioned  by  the  ancients ;  and  no  doubt  it  was  thrown 
up  by  a  fiibterranean  eruption  of  fire. 

•  We  had  feeii  the  ifland  of  Stromboli  lying  before  us  the  whole  morn-? 
tng)  and  its  height  mfide  it  appear  to  be  at  a  little  diftance :  yet,  though 
the  wind  was  favourable,  we.  did  not  reach  it  till  the  afternoon.  Strom- 
boli was  called  Str^ngyU^  which  fignified  round,  by  jhe  Greeks ;  and  it 
is  flill  called  Strongoli  by  its  inhabitants,  and  the  Sicilian  failors.  It 
confifts  only  of  a  very  high.mountaia;  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  which 
.we  landed,  where  the  ftrand  is  cov^ered  with  black  afties,  which  are 
mixed  with  (hining  fand.  Seeing  us  land,  fome  of  the  inhabitants 
approached  us  armed,  and  demanded  to  fee  dur  pafiports,  and  bills  of 
health :  which  bills  of  health  are  called  prattka.  We  had  paflports 
from  the  viceroy,  but  not  from  the  governatore  in  Lipari;  for  we  had 
not  been  there;  and  our  bills  of  health  did  not  ftate  that  wg  (hould 
land  at  Stromboli.  We  durft  therefore  only  proceed  alpng  the,  coaft 
^t  a  certain  given  diftance,  without  approaching  the  habitations.  They 
gave  us  permiffion  however  to  afcend  the  mountain,  and  vifit  the 
crater ;  by  which  Jacobi  profited :  but  the  heat  and  fteepnefs  of  the 
mountain  deterred  the  reft  of  the  company. 

'     I  went  to  a  projecting  rock  on  the  ftiore,  behind  which  I  bathed  in 

the  fea ;  and  thither  an  iflander  accompanied  me  as  a  guard,  whofe 

wife  ran  haftily,  from  her  hut  on  the  declivity  of  the  mountain,  and 

*  Diod.lib.ix.  f  Amico,  Lex.  Top.SIc. 

Vol,  !!•  3  X  brought 


irouglrt  him  a  |tih.  'NotwitMahaihg  'ihcif  Sratclifuliicfs,  Which  h* 
an  appeiirJince  of  wildhefs  and  fcrocWy,  ^hefe  U^w  fflahdeA  arcvirf 
friendly.  We 'bought  Tdiric  good  ivhtte  inufcidel  df  thetti;  and  a 
kind  of  red  wine,  which  is  fo  very  fpirited  that  the  tafte  ofihclacryma 
bf  Vefiivius  and  ]Pofilipo,'m'comparIfon,  fcenied  infipid. 

The  wind  was  fair,  and,  failmgto  a  drftancc, -We  filw  the  red  fmofce 
afcend  by  night  out  of  the  ever  reftleft  crater  of  StrolhbblL  At  one 
"o^clock  in  the  day  on  the  i^lh,'we<lefcned  aihipj  at  which  t«ir  failora 
often  looked  throUgh  1l  telefcojic,  while  '^e  'ifcmAin6d;uht6nGemed* 
However  they  fuddenly  took  &>  ^^ir  6a!rs  j;  vid  "with  vUiblc  imxiety 
rowed,  with  might  and  main. 

They  believed  the  fhip  to  be  a  Barbary  coriair ;  attd  I  imagine  they 
Svere  right :  for>  though  \^e  cbuld  htft  Accurateljr  eKatalne  the  crew 
through  the  telefcope,  yet  they  appeiau'ed  to  lis' to  wear  long  garmenta. 
They  haited  us :  we  did  not  underifland  them  •  and  our  failors,  far 
from  any  deffre  to  parley  with  them,  plied  their  oars  with  double  dili^ 
gence.  They  immediately  failed  in  our  direction :  but,  as  they  might 
'well  defpair  of  cocaing  up  with  our  JpftronarVy  they  foon  continued 
their  courfe. 

Some  hours  afterward,  we  f»led  round  the  promontory  "which  Vir- 
gil tells  us  derived  its  name  from  Palinurus :  the  pilot  of  iEneas,'  who 
here  fell  into  the  fea.  It  is  ftill  called  Capo  Palinuro.  We  delighted 
bur  eye«  ynih  viewing  the  beautiful  (hores  of  the  Principato  eitra. 

Towsffd  evening,  a  ftrong  favourable  wind  fprung  up;  aind  we 
hoped  to  reach  Salerno,  intending  to  complete  our  journey  by  land  : 
hut  a  ftorm  came  on,  and  our  failors  took  fhelter  in  a  little  bay* 

Early  on  the  13th,  we  rowed  farther  out  to  fea ;  and  our  iailors 
were  not  able  to  weather  the  promontory  of  Licofa.  We  were  therefore 
obliged  to  land  at  the  port  of  Lav&aroloy  Which  confifts  only  of  a  few 
houfes,  after  having  been  in  danger  of  being  (Iranded  on  a  rock-  The 
f$a  ran  fo  high  that  we  were  conftrained'  to  remain  there  the  whole 
day*     1  had  gone  on  board  a  Jpcronaro^  with  the  eldeft  Mr.  Von 
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Droft ;  aiid  ve  b^d  Qot  feein  oi«r  |ri<3nds  finc^  we  left  S^omVpU :  fi) 
that  we  were  anxiqu$  conqernlng  thftQi|  ga  iyd<l  frpm  tb?  i^oim  ^ 
from  th?  fufpe^led  co^f^di:, 

;  We  a(  laft  left  Z^zaro/^?  u>  the  eveniag,  iailcd  hj  night  thjoug^^  t^Q 
l^ay  of  Salerno^  and  early  ^a  the  morning  fa\7  the  i^^nd.  of  ^^priji 
lying  before  u^ }  the  fouth  cqaft  of  which  ha$  a  much  r^der  aQ>ed^ 
than  the  north.  .  High  rocks,  fepaf ated  from  it  and  forming  ^  fmail 
ftrait,  towered  toward  the  weft ;  through  one  of  which  tj^^r?  i§  s^( 
aperture,  ttiat  has  probably  be^n  i^ad|e  by  th^  dafhing  of  th^^w^iiies  ; 
f^nd  the  fea  is  feeqi  t}irotigh  \h\fi  as  through  ^n  arched  gateway. 

I,n  the  afternppn,  w^  landed  a(  Ns^Jes ;  whldi  I  l^ft:  \a  fearql^  Qf 
my  wife  and  children :  whom  I  once  nxpfaiiiOb^t^  ^itpt  i^gying  p^$4 
|¥ith,^h€Biion  liie^ytli  pf  Aj^Mv  /    : 
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Fiuio  di  SorentOy  19th  &cptenil>er>  1792^. 

Inclined  to  fpend  fome  fummcr  months^in  one  of  the 
taoft  beautiful  countries  of  Italy,  and  enjoy  oiirfelyM  id  freedoni  and 
uhdifturbed,  we  faHcd  on  the  21ft  of  July  m  the  afternoon,  to  this 
-valley  ;  which  has  charms  of  a  great  and  a  p^eculiar  kind;  Tt  appears 
to  be  diftinguifhed  by  nature  from  the  whole  of  the  remaining  world. 

It«  approach  by  land  is  exceedingly  difficult ;  and  for  tts'accefs  by 
fea  it  is  indebted  to  the  hand  of  man.  It  may  be  about  fouif  leagues 
in  circumference,  and  Hesiii  the  form  of  a  ^hMf  moon,  'backed  by  its 
•mountainous  coaft  ;  which  is  circular,  and  lofty,  fts  fhor^s  confift  of 
*fteep  rocks;  which,  fearful  in  their  Height  and  afpeft,  now  fink  per- 
pendicular totfrc  fea,  arid  i  now  fdnri  i  naiirow  ftmnd^  w!th  fpace  for 

3^^*  the 
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the  fifliermen  and  failors  to  build  their  houfes,  and  profit  by  their 
grottos,  in  which  they  lay  up  fome  of  their  veflelai. 

The  road,  that  leads  from  the  ftrand  to  the  valley,  is  ciit  in  the 
rocks ;  the  tops  of  which  are  fhaded  with  large  trees,  and  among  others 
with  the  fineft  pines  I  have  ever  feen.  Few  trees  produce  fo  great  art 
cffe£k  as  thefe  prodigious  pines  ;  which  rife,  on  their  upright  trunks,, 
high  above  the  rocky  fliore,  and,  with  their  broad  branches  formings 
an  umbrella,  tower  in  the  air. 

The  lofty  mountains  are  embclliftied  by.  the  oak,  the  chefout,  an* 
the  olive  ;  and  xh^piano^  or  the  plain,  which  itfelf  is  high,  is  covered 
with  houfcs  :  to  each  of  which  there  is  a  plat  of  gr<ound,  planted  with 
vines,  fruit  trees,  and  agrinni. 

Some  of  the  vines  twine  round  the-  high  ftems^ef  fhiitr  trees,  and 
fpread  from  tree  to  tree :  others,  higher  than*  any  that  I  have  feen  be- 
fore, the  wild  vines  of  Calabria  only  excepted,,  cling  to  the  peeled 
trunks  of  flender  chefnut  trees,^  which  are  brought  chiefly  for  that  pur- 
pofe  from  the  mountains; 

Thefe  chefnut  trees,  like  the  beech  in  Harz.  foreft,  and  the  elder  io 
the  north  of  Germany,  are  planted  from  fhoots  ;.  which  take  root  and 
grow^  When  they  are  ten  years  old,  they  are  peeled.  I  faw  fome  of 
them,  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,  wliere  vegetation  is  remarkably  vigorous,^ 
ithat  wcere  9tily  feven  years  old,,  which  were  at  leaft  a&  tall  as  our  beec^ 
of  five-aud-thirty^  in  the  north  of  Germany,  and  covered  with  fruit* 
.  The  agruml  trees:  of  every  kind  attain  an  uncommoa  height,  and 
degree  of  fertility,  in*  this  valley  j.  and  the  lemons  and  oranges  are  feitf 
from  ^cre.in  great  quantities  to  Naples,  Salerno,  Rome^  Leghorn,,  and 
Anoona..  ;  . 

We  live  in  a 'pleafant  tcountry-houfej  half  a  league  from  the  little 
town  of  Sorento^  near  the;  village  of  Carotta.  Looking  betweea  orange 
grovjes  and  vineyards,,  both  of  which  rife,  much  higher  than  the  fecond^ 
ftor^ofowr  houle^.  we;  have.on  oae.fide,a.profpe£i;,^from.our  window;s 

andl 
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and  from  two  large  open  balconies,  over  many  gardens  to  the  high 
woody  mountains  j  and  on  the  other  fide  over  fruit  trees  and  vines  to 
the  fea,  and  its  curving  fhore,  Naples  and  Portici :  with  intervening 
country  feats,  which,  by  their  diftance,  feem  to  givetothofe  two  places 
the  appearance  of  one  undivided  and  prodigious  city ;  and  thus  ren- 
der this  retirement  of  Paradife  more  heavenly.  In  the  back  ground,, 
the  profpeft  is  divided  into  four  rows  of  mount^ns  :  the  laft  of  which 
towers  in  the  province  of  Abruzzo,  The  lofty  ifland  of  Ifchia  appears 
to  be  in  our  very  neighbourhood,  on  the  left  j  and  every  evening,  at 
fun  fet,  to  fwim  in  the  glowing  horizon. 

Great  beauties  are  met  with  in  many  parts  of  the  two  Sicilies  :  but 
this  valley  is  Angular  in  its  various  rocky  dells,  orclifis,.from  the  narrow 
paths  of  which  the  eye  looks,  with  dread  and  pleafure,  on  the  verdant 
lap  of  earth  below.  Here,  in  the  very  hotteft  days,,  you  find  the  moft 
refrefhing  repofe.  At  one  moment  the  cliffs  divide,  affording  open^ 
ings  through  which  a  confiderable  part  of  the  dark-appearing  atmor 
fphere  is  feen ;  as  are  the  tops  of  many  trees  that  fhade  their  rock^i; 
brows ;  and,  in  the  depth  below,  the  rank  ivy  every  where  winding  its 
tendrils,  with  fhrubs,  and  clumps,  innumerable :  at  another,  the  cliffs 
clofe  again,  in  fo  narrow  a  compafs  that  the  reign  of  night  appeara> 
eternal,  and  the  (hrill  twittering  of  the  bat  is  heard*. 

Thus,  I  faw,  on  one  fide,  the  goldea  beams  of  the  fun  falling: 
through  the  tops  of  the  trees  on  the  fufpended  ivy:  and,. on  the  other 
fide,  the  fhining  of  the  glow-worm ;  as  if  it  were  night.- 

One  of  thefe  valleys,  in  the  road  to  CaJi^lUa-Mare^  is  fo  wide  as  ta 
contain  a  whole  grove  oi  agruml. 

In  another  very  deep  dale,  not  far  from  Sorento,  thece  is  a  little  cas- 
cade ;  that  falls  over  the  rocks. 

In  a  central  height,  there  is  a  fmall  chapel,  built  on  a^prqjedling; 
rock;  the  burning  tapers  of  which,  when  it  is  dark,  produce  a.  beau» 
tiful  cffed  over  the  gloomy  valley., 

£mea»- 
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I  mentioaed,  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  of  April,  a  fimikr  place  oa 
the  other  fide  of  Sorento ;  where  we  faw  a  Monk  catching  quails. 

Immediately  behind  our  garden,  there  is  a  long  rocky  dell ;  and,  in 
fimilar  places,  the  vineyards  of  various  proprietdrs  ftand  feparate  from 
each  othen  I  have  no  conception  what  could  be  the  accidents  of 
nature,  that  have  produced  thefe  deep  clefts,  and  beds  of  earth: 
but^  in  a  country  where  her  terrors  are  contrafted  with  the  flowers  of 
eternal  fpring,  fuch  cliflfs,  cavities,  and  dells,  poflefs  an  inexprefldble 
charm. 

The  Piano  di  Sorento  is  backed  by  the  ridge  of  mountains  which, 
cndihg  with  the  Capo  CampaneUo^  form  a  fide  of  the  bay  of  Naples  9 
and  feparate  it  from  the  bay  of  SaIemo«  The  mount^ns  of  thefe  bays, 
in  many  parts,  abound  in  aromatic  fkrubs ;  and  here  the  eye  over* 
looks  fea,  iflands,  and  lands,  from  Capo  Ucofa  to  Monte  Circella ;  and, 
immediately  on  the  fhore  of  the  Golfo  di  Salerno^  thofe  fingular  clifis 
ate  feen  which  are  called  Le  Gatle  j  and  which,  by  many  of  the  an- 
tients  ^nd  moderns^  have  been  held  to  be  the  idand  of  the  Sirens. 

One  of  the  moft  beautiful  places  I  have  fefen  in  my  whole  jour/iey  is 
the  garden  of  the  Capuchin  friars,  near  Sdreato ;  which  lies  upon  the 
rocks  of  the  ihore. 

From  this,  you  have  a  view  of  the  whole  bay  of  Naples ;  with  the 
numerous  fmaller  bays,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  flretching  coails, 
one  of  which  conceals  the  ifland  of  CSapri.  . 

No  where  are  Mount  Vefiivius  and  the  lofty  ifland  of  Ifchia  feen  to 
<fach  advantage.  Yet,  «ven  from  thefe  grand  and  diftant  objeds,  the 
eye  turns  to  contemplate  the  furrounding  rocky  fhores ;  the  caverns 
-and  crags  of  which  fwallow  up  or  repel  the  foaming  waves,  while  the 
roaring  of  the  angry  fea  is  inceflfant, 

*  Many  ^iiifae,  pardciilarly  the  caper  with  its  charming  flower,  fprout 
«mofig  the  rocks :  which  are  topped  with  high  overhanging  trees. 
Through  thefe  rocks  fteps  are  cut  from  the  garden  down  to  the  fliore ; 

where 
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where  the  da(hbg  cf  the  waves  is  the  moft  violent :  and  here  there  ia 
a  wide  cavity  cut,  the  two  fides  of  which  aire  of  uaequal  depth;  fo 
that  you  tnay  wafli  your  feet  in  the  one,  and  fj^itn  in  the  other. 

1  have  jufk  reminded  you  of  the  pleafure  this  fituation  afforded  me 
when,  in  April,  I  was  below  in  a  boat,  and  faw  a  Monk  {landing  abov^, 
fpreading  nets  to  catch  quiils.  Prodigious  numbers  of  thefe  birds  of 
paiTage  are  caught  twice  a  year,  in  fpring  and  in  autumn,  on  the  flxores 
of  the  bay  of  Naples  ;  and  particularly  in  the  ifland  of  Capri. 

The  population  of  the  Piano  diSorentOy  allowing  the  town  itfelf  to 
contain  four  thoufand  inhabitants,  is  eftimated  at  eighteen  thoufand 
fouls :  and  this  in  a  circumference  of  fcarcely  four  leagues  ! 

Formerly,  the  whole  plain  of  Sorento  belonged  to  the  town  j  which 
was  inhabited  by  many  of  the  nobility ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  im*- 
poverilhed,  fome  centuries  ago,  by  the  African  pirates  j  who  landed, 
^nd  carried  off  their  wives  and  daughters,,  in  .great  titimbers.  The 
lovely  prifoners^  were  ranfomed  by  their  fathers,  hu{band$,  .ao4  bco^ 
thers  \  but  for  this  purpofe  their  lands  were  xxcceflarily  fold* 

Afoft  yet  ferious  melancholy,  combined  with  amenity^  c^rad^ris^is 
the  inhabitants. of  Sorento,  and  its  plain  ;  and  difUdguifhes  tkei4,  |n  /a 
very  ftriking.  manner,  both  from  the  fanguine  noify  Neapolitans  and 
from  the  ardent  natives  of  Ifchia,  who  are  as'  hot  '^%  the  atmolphere  to 
which  they  are  expofed. .  The  inhabitants  of  the  plain  are  profperqus, 
'  and  pay  no  taxes,  except  for  the  filk-that  th^y  fpin,  and  the  wine  that 
they  export/  Thofe  who  till  lands  hired  out  of  their  own  diftri<a  fre- 
quently pay  an  extravagant  rent :  for  they  have  many  competitors  for 
the  farming  of  thefe  lands.  Thus,  though  they  live  by  the  fweat  of 
their  brow,  they  live  in  indigence. 

Thisvalley,  being  protefted  from  the  mid-day  heatsr  by ^tfaempun* 
tains^  enjoys  a  mild  air.  Tlie  heat,  even  in  the  dog  days,  is  not  op- 
preilive.  Thus  happily  fituated  is  this  corner  of  the  earth,  in  which 
the  fineft  fruits  attain  the  very  higheft  degree  of  perfcSion  j  and  where 
I  yefterday,  at  this  feafon-of  the  year,  ate  the  fruit  of  the  caSus  opuntia^ 

6  which 
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which  here  grows  wild,  and  which  in  Germany  is  the  produce  only  of 
the  hot-houfe  ;  *where,  at  the  moment  that  I  am  now  writing,  1  fee. 
before  me  fwelling  cluflers  of  the  gold  and  purple  grape,  large  and 
beautiful  beyond  conception,  pendent  from  the  tall  branches.  Some 
of  the  lemon  trees  are  now  a  fecond  time  in  full  bloom. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  week  fmce  the  vintage  was  over.  I  cannot 
give  any  reafon  for  its  beginning  more  early,  in  this  cool  valley,  than 
in  the  hot  countries  of  Italy.  In  Ifchia,  ripe  grapes  have  been  eaten 
tliefe  fix  weeks :  yet  the  vintage  does  not  begin  there  before  the  eod  of 
September. 

We  fpent  the  laft  fortnight  of  Auguft,  and  the  firft  week  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia ;  and  have  made  the  tour  of  the  whole 
ifland,  which  is  three  German  miles  in  circumference,  on  the  backs  of 
afles.  The  trees,  which  1  faw  covered  with  bloom  in  April,  I  now  be- 
held loaded  with  fruit.  The  agrumi^  which  then  afforded  their  golden 
produce,  full,  ripe,  and  dazzling  among  the  boughs,  are  now  colouring 
with  a  fecond  crop  ;  and  fhip  loads  of  fweet  oranges  have  already  been 
fent  to  Rome,  The  apple  of  the  pomegranate  is  reddening,  and  here 
and  there  new  buds,  (hall  I  fay  are  continuing,  or  are  beginning,  to 
appear. 

The  fruit  of  the  ftrawberry  tree,  the  foliage  and  flender  growth  of 
which  refcmble  the  laurel,  is  now  ripening.  This  fruit  hangs,  like 
the  cherry,  to  a  ftalk,  is  round,  and  of  a  (hining  fcarlet  colour.  The 
ftd  and  white  azerole  now  ripen ;  a  fruit  that  has  a  charming  acid 
tafte :  and  now  too  the  white  and  red  ferhe  * .  Various  figs  are  here 
•  as  large  as  at  Sorento.  The  figs  that  we  are  able  to  rear  no  perfon 
here  would  eat :  they  give  better  to  the  hogs. 

This  ifland  produces  a  kind  of  vine,  which,  if  I  do  not  mi{bke,is 
peculiar  to  itfelf.  It  bears  three  crops :  one  in  Auguft,  one  in  Decem- 
ber, and  another  at  the  end  of  February.     Its  grapes  are  called  tre 

^  I  know  not  whether  the  cerhtra  }>e  meant.    T. 

volte 
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wUe  tamo :  or  three  tiiseB  ayear^  and^  hefoft  the  t^  fruit  if  plttcked, 
the  plant  is  again  in  bloom  ! 

The  fig-tree  in  many  parts  of  both  ldngdomS|  bears  twice  a  year. 
Whether  the  thrice-bearing  vine  fiourifh  in  any  other  oountry  than  in 
Ifchia  is  more  than  I  can  fay:  but  Homer  appears  to  have  been  ac« 
quainted  with  the  fpecies.  How  applicable  to  this  heavenly  ifland  is 
the  following  defcription  of  the  garden  of  Alcinous ! 

^^A  h  hp^fOt  fAOk^a  9tt^uiui  <nfX£9o<tfVT«, 

XvMcu  re  yKfWifCtty  mm  e?mm  79jXi8M»09i* 
T4MW  ittri  iitfiy«0^««o^>in«ti,  ti*  j^shMtu 

fAiirAf  cri  nfi^  raf^hiiy  ^Omit  I"^  hn  inmtf% 

TiK  f Tf  f  ov  iJLe9  Sci^off-cSbr  Xevf  a»  m  x^f  tf 
TefO'CToi  4cA/«'  rrtfOL^  i*  of  a  rn  rfvyM0ffi% 

Clofeto  ihe  gates  a  fpaoious  garden  ties ;' 
From  ftorm$  defended,  and  inclement  flciet : 
f  eur  Acres  was  «&'  •Hotted  %ace  oCpam^A^ 
Feno'd  with  a  green  enclo&ire  ail  asouall* 
Tlie  branch  here  bends,  beneath  the  weighty jp^fr  | 
And  verdant  olives  flourilh  round  the  yean 
.  The  balmy  l^iril  of  the  wefternigvle 
Eternal  breathes,  on  fruits  untaught  to  fait : 
JEach  dropping  paftr  a  fioUewlag  yhr  ftyfliaii 
On  zpplcs  mpples^  6gs  toa  figs  ariife : 
The  fame  mild  feafon  gives  the  blooms  to  blbwt 
The  buds  to  harden  and  the  fruits  to  grow. 

Here  ordered  vines  in  ef  ual  rlnlcs  2p^t^ 
WMi^l  (h'  unhctt  labours  df  (h^  year  i 
ToL.  II.  3  T  Sooie; 
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Some  to  unload  the  fertile  branches  run/  ^^   7 

Some  dry  the  blackening  clufters  in  the  fun. 
Others  to  tread  the  liquid  harveft  joiiiy 
The  groaning  prefles  foam  with  floods  of  wine# 
Here  are  the  vines  in  early  flower  defcryM,  *\ 
"^  Here  grapes  difcolour^d  on  the. funny-fide,  > 

And  there  in  autumn's  richeft  purple  dy'd.  J 

PoPEfOd.  b. tH.  142*. 

However,  this  third  time  ripening  kind  of  winter-gsape  is  not  very 
highly  efteemed.  The  berries  of  February  feldom  ripen  :  and,,  whea 
they  do^  they  are  never  nfed  for  wine. 

Nothing  can  be  more  lovely  than  the  woods,  the  vineyards^  and  the* 
diftributed  habitations  on  the  fides  and  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
Epomeo  i  or  than  the  fituations  of  the  little  towns,  villages,  andtoun*-^ 
try  hou£es,  on  the  declivities  of  the  hills  toward  the  fea  :  the  enchant-^ 
ing  profpeds  of  which  acquire  ne.w  and  variegated  charms,^  ftom  "he 
cragged  ihores  of  the  ifland; 

The  population  of  Ifchia  is  given  at  twenty-two  thoufand.. 

The  land  proprietors  are  very  wealthy,  the  tenants  frequently^  poor^ 
The  former  pays  no  otheptax  than  2,fpudo^  or  two  convention  florin ,  *;. 
for  tBsAifafs  f  of  wine  which  is  exported,  hfqfs  contains  fix  chncr  r. 
an  eimer  eighty  Jlq/ks^ 

The  baths  of  Ifchia  are  famous  for  their  diflPerent  qualitiies,  and  for 
the  cure  of  different  difeafes.  There  liB  a  great  inftitution.  called  Monte 
di  mfcrtcordui  i  where  there  are  annually  fix  hundred  poor  patients 
bathed>.takML  care  of,,  and  £ed,,£Dr  a.  fortnight,,  at  the  expence  of  a  pri-^ 
vate  fociety  in  Nap W 

The-  aiu  of  Ifchia  is  very  heahhy  ;  except  for  thofe  perfons  who  have 
difeafes  of  the  lungs,,  or  the  nerves :  but  it  is  far  from,  being  as  cool  as. 
ihat  of  Sorento«. 

*  ZvMn  Gulien  Qmventiomtnttnzei 

\  I  dO'iwt  know  the  accurate  contenls-of  the  meafuies  here  eniuMrated.  T*. 

^  The 
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'  The  natttnl  beauties  of  the  Piano  di  Sorento  poflefs  a  more  ferious 
charadler ;  and  perhaps  a  more  digaified  fublimity.  The  charms  of 
Ifchia  are  cheering,  and  fill  the  heart  with  delight :  and  its  inhabitants 
are  perhaps  the  moft  deferving  of  affedion  on  earth.  The  blood 
flows  fparkling  through  their  veins ;  and  their  whole  being  is  friend-  < 
linefs  and  joy«  Frleodiinefs  is  always  heartfelt ;  and  joy  is  never  de^ 
prived  of  fimplicity  d  ittannerS)  or  unaccompanied  by  innocence. 

In  their  perfons  they  arc  handfomei  particularly  the  women  :  yet  I 
have  feen  more  beautiful  women  in  Taranto,  and  finer  men  on  the 
north  coaft  of  Sicily.  The  young  girls  of  Ifchia  have  many  native 
graces.  Some  of  them  danced  to  the  tafnborine^  in  the  court  of  the 
houfe  where  we  .Uted,  almoft  every  evening,  a  dance  which  is  called 
Tarantella;  becaufe  it  comes  from  Taranto.  Two  people  dance  to- 
gether :  never  two  men  ;  feldom  a  man  and  a  woman ;  but  generally 
two  women,  or  young  girls.  The  tamborine  too  is  always  played 
by  a  wt>man. 

This  inftrument  confifts  of  a  broad  circular  rim,  one  fide  of  which 
18  covered  like  a  drum.  On  the  rims  are  flat  bits  of  metal,  that  ftrike 
againft  each  other;  and  little  bells  fixed  crofs  way,  over  the  holes  in 
the  fides  of  the  rim,  the  mufic  of  which  accompanies  the  beating  of  the 
drum. 

This  is  enlivened  by  the  finging  of  the  girls  that  play.  The  fongs 
they -fing  abound  in  ndi^etiy  and  fenfibility  ;  apd,  in  general,  are  the 
complaints  of  lovers,  of  the  ctuelties  of  the  maiden  beloved.  The  fub«> 
ytOi  is  never  the  love  of  woman :  though  it  is  woman  by  whom  the 
fongs  arefung.  Thus  are  the  fair  every  where  flattered,  by  the  ho- 
nage  of  the  flrongeft  fex.  The  mufician  fings  with  fo  loud  a  voice 
ibot  you  would  rather  hear  her  at  a  diftance  than  be  by  her  fide,  did  not 
lief  ferious  and  animated  mien  fix  your  attention.  You  imagine  you 
behold  a  prieftefs  of  Apollo,  ieated  on  the  tripod ;  and  that  the  mufic 
is  die  iofpiration  of  the  God. 

No  dance  is  fo  full  of  decorum,  and  grace,  as  this.     The  head  in^. 

,        i  3  Y  2  dining 
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cUningy  the  down«caft  eye^  the  nqble  digmty  of  mitn^  and'  the  inlmU 
table  elafticity  with  which  they  movc^  fcarcely  touching  the  grouedi 
then  raifing  their  arms,  entwining  them  and  running  the  eYer-change* 
able  mazes  of  the  dance,  infpue  feelings  which  I  caamot  de£:ribe. 

Fortunata,  a  delicately-formed  and  beautiful  creature  of  fifteen^  ex* 
celled  them  all  in  grace,  agility,  and  imagination.  Franceicat  with 
her  blooming  cheeks,  was  the  very  perfe&ion  of  kind  and  courteous  fe« 
fenity*.  A  common  fervant  maid,  who,  like  girls  of  her  clafs,  was  em- 
ployed in  the  loweft  offices,  danced  with  a  dignity  in  her  motions  that 
abfolutely  excited  our  aftonifhment. 

Every  two  months  a  new  national  fong  is  compofed,  at  Naples : 
which,  with  its  tuae^itmuediately  fpreads  amoag  the  furrounding  coailst 
aad  ifiands.  It  is  Seldom  traofcribed,  but  fixes  itfelf  in  the  memory 
by  its  attradioQS.  It  yields  to  its  fucceflbr,  like  the  flowers  aod  fruits  of 
the  chaugeable  months.  Some,  however,  which,  from  their  peculiarly 
fimple  charms,  or  becaufe  they  contain  fome  affliifling  ftory  of  alovcr^ 
or  heartbreaking  complaints  of  a  Cruel  maiden,  produce  ftroQger  iei>ia« 
tions  than  ufual,  are  preserved* 

We  were  once  fitting  on  a  hill,  on  which  there,  were  many  young  Hen^ 
6a  cbefnut  trees;  and  little  boya,  of  from  five  to  ieven  years  of  age  around 
us,  were  climbing  thefe  trees.  When  they  were  high  enough  to  jnako 
the  tree  bend,  they  caught  hold  of  fome  other  tree  witfa  great  caution^ 
and  fwung  from  the  firfl:  to  the  fecoad.  Sometimes  they  could  beiul 
the  ftem  fo  low  as  to  be  able  to  reach  the  topmoft  branch ;  aod^  |^e!i(^c«» 
mgby  the  naturally  elaftic  power  of  the  tree,  which  they  let  go,  one  of 
them  would  fufier  himfelf  to  be  fnatched  as  it  wece  to  the  top.  In  tibift 
manner  they  played  each  other  various  tricks :-  Jbut  none  of  them  took 
offence  at  his  companions.  When  they  were  weary  they  fat  dowtk 
beiide  us  on  the  grafs ;  and,  as  if  v/t  had  all  been  long  acquainted^ 
fiielled  their  chefnuts,  ate  themfelves^  and  aikedusto  eat  in  ib  friendly! 
a  manner  that  we  could  not  forbear  participating  df  theit  ttBioafted 
font. 

Through 


Thrailg^  an  It^^pffrtioiihrl]^  iatbc  kingdomf  of  SicU;^  ai^l  Naples^ 
than  are  mamjr  Sa\iitV  ^yc|  i  ^d  f hf£f  are  dme$^off  ieftivitj :  but  Utp^ 
wlto  imagic^tb^t  th^.gif^Q  dof  not  work  on  fiich  4ap  are  mUtakeift 
Sunday  is  the  only  day  oa  which  they  entirely  eeafefrom  labour,.  Tb^ 
fpftivity  of  a  SaintV  d»y  ia  particutsriy  great  in  {fchia;  and  ^he 
churehe»  aad  chapel^  t>uilt  at  the  foot  and  on  the  fides  ^  the  conti- 
nually  fire-emitting  Epomeo,  being  illuminated  in  the  eveniagi  form  a 
beautiful  fpedacle.  The  houfes  are  Ukewife  frequently  lighted  up ; 
on  which  occaflons  lamps  are  placed  on  the  flat  roofs :  while  boys,  and 
youths,  burn  old  barrels,  and  fhout  in  honour  of  the  Saint. 

Tlie  good  old  people  fit  at  their  honfe  dctdrs^  pasttdpate  of  the  mirth 
of  their  children,  and  pechaps  caft  a  k>^^  ti:nged  with  segcst^  at  &e 
btmring  cafk ;  which  many  a  ye^t  has  hdd  their  wioe :  but  bopf  at  the 
feme  time  that  the  Saint  wiU:  temember.  their  {nety,  and  bieis  them 
with  Ae  rich  ^vintage  of  the  following  feafoa. 

On  the  eve  of  ev^ry  leAi¥aI»  IM»  n^ortarf  are  fired  ofi^  in  the  front 
of  the  church ;  and  {ky-rockets  are  frequently  thrown  into  the  air« 
The  Italians  are  ncTer  weaned  W4th  «he  iigfet  v£'&^i  nor  wi$)i  the 
Ibiind  of  powden  Thiia  they  wtt  fhbot  ait  .fnake^  to  hear  tii&fouaid 
of  the  gun. 

The  firft  eight  dayt,.  wUdi  «b  Spiat  m  the  fortunate  Hkad:  o£ 

ITchia,  were  amobgtfaevhdiqDcftroffkiq^fipvdid^  feeling 

o£thts  happlnefs  io^pollai^niietai^Hltethe  pcsmxl  fend  our  i&iiwaid^^ 

lurall  it  the  HcfperidM;.  after  tiieft  btoopung^  bufr  m>t  Fabuious 'gMdeqs; 

.  God  intentitmaHy^  gpure.  the  YtiiCage  before,  the  winter }  and^  m  like 

*  This  Poem»  whkfa  ii  in  three  cantoi^  t  hofre  forborne  to  tranflate :  partly  becauifc  it 
centtins  oaly  deferiptioas  ^fteiii^  Ifceady  ^eribedy  snS  partly  from  the  <Hfl|c:iilty  of 
p«BA:«*iitg  die  Ipint^  dbe  unAmi  .'Ehe  {ibttidst  ixktMftfm^€ff  mtiont  are  rodoncilraUe 
c^  to itCelf  fvom ^iiftomii4ih|t)v^  c^  f^.,fv^tnflf  ofiosfi^e  to  etory  oiihsr  a^tim^i 
and  I  th|ok  this  peculiarly  the  e^fe^n  the  Gcr^ian  language :  fomc  of  the  metaphors  of 
which  we  fliould  conceive  to  be  too  extravagant,  fome  too  infipid,^  and  fome  too  meaiu 
With  the  (hort  poems  that  I  hsTC  already  tranflated,  I  have  thought  myfelf-  juftifiedin 
taking  great  liberti^.  X    .  . 


manner^ 
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manner,  frequently  Indulges  us  in  a  peculiar  vintage  of  joy  when  pain 
is  impending.  My  little  daujghter,  bom  at  Naples,  was  taken  ill  and 
died,  after  fix  days  bodily  fnffering ;  which  certainly  was  more  grievous 
to  the  mother  than  to  the  child. 

She  is  gone  home,  from  this  earthly  to  a  ftill  more  b^rtlttfid  and 
heavenly  paradife,  Happy  for  her  that  Ihc  could  not  miftakfc  Ae  t^ay ! 
That  fhe was*  '  ' 

Werfb  Jchndl  nvegzuUuhen^  der  blumen  Edens  bejfre  gefpielinn  •. 

Klopstock. 

The  affedionate  charader  of  the  people  difplayed  itfdf  during  the 
ficknefs  of  the  infant.  They  were  eager  to  encourage  my  wife  with 
the  hope  of  the  recovery  of  the  child,  of  which  they  themfdves  were 
very  defirous.  Strangers,  whofe  names  were  unknown  to  me^eaqusred 
after  the  health  of  the  patient ;  and,  from  the  winding  hollow  path 
below  our  window,  I  frequently  heard  them  aik  Cbcfala  bambina? 
How  does  the  little  girl  j  -^  ^ 

They  have  a  {dealing  cuflom  in  this  iflattd,  when  a.giiown-up  perfon 
dieSt  of  aflembling  ail  their  friends  in  an  evening  tb  pray  for  the  foul 
of  the  deceafed :  but,  if  it  be  a  child,  to  congratulate  the  afljided  reIa-« 
tions  on  its  beatification :  on  which  occafions  the  friends  are  all  feafted. 

An  old  countryman;  with  a  dignified  ahdfirk&dly  £igacsty,  thus  ad-^ 
dreflbdus:  ^f  Do  not  grieve  for  .the;  deatli:df  your!  child:  iheb  in 
^  faradife.  She  is  now  praying  to  God  kk,  yotu '  You  bavcfent  a 
^  foul  to  heaven.*  She  will  hover  over  you  during  your  journey^  and 
^  will  guard  you  from  danger.**     .*     ..^  . 

Happy  iflanders !  The  fea  has  Aspaxatod  you  from  cities  and  nations? 
May  you  remain  as  you  are,  blefled  by  clie  fankecuflioms,  animated  by 
the  fame  piety !  So  will  your  joys  refiudin :  and,  as  from  generation  to 
generation  you  (hall  be  gathered  to  your  fathers,  thofe  joys  will  ever* 
laftingly  increafe ! 

*  An  esriy  gueft  of  UsMung  Eden  wortby  found. 

^-  LET- 
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Naples^  26th  September  1792* 

X  wo  days  ago,  we:  left  our  b^oved  Piano  di  Sorento :  but 
weiedefrous  not  to  qmt  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  till  we  ihould.firft 
lutve  vifited  La  Cava,  and  VletrL  We  iet  fail  from  our  valley,  aad 
cpafted  aloag^  the  (hore  till  We  croiifed  to  Caftell-armare.  I  have  already 
defcribed  the  road  to  La  Cava  and  Vietli^  in  a  letter  dated  at  Salerno; 
which  lies  beyond  VietrL  You  experience  a  remarkable  contraft,  when^ 
after  leaving  the  extremely  fertile  plains  that  lie  between  Gaftell-armai^e 
«id  Nocera,'  you  a^ve  at  the  high  Apensoines*.  In  thofe  plain?  the 
loaded  vine,  planted  in  fruitful  eorn  fields,  twines  its  tendrils  round  the 
lofty  elm. 

The  Apennine  mountains  with  grandeur  eombine  a  kind  of  friendly 
character.  They  are  well  wooded,  and  they,  do  not  ftretch  out  in  long^ 
uninterrupted  backs^  but  confift  of  diftinA  hills ;  the  middle  regions  of 
which  meet  each  other,  while  you  have  an  open  profpe£t  of  the  horizoOr 
between  their  fummits» 

We  faw  many  round  towers  on  thefe  lofty  heights  ;  which,  feen 
from  afar,  appeared  like  fmgle  prodigious .  pillars,  and  are  built  along: 
the  moimtains  at  nearly  equal  diftances«  *  We  were  infonned^t^f  ^xeir 
deftination  at  Vietri.  The  country  abounds  in  pigeons:;,to  catch 
which  large  nets,  are  fpread.  On  each  of  thefe  towers,  a  man  iy  ftat^med 
with  a  iling,  and,  when  a  flight  of  pigeons- comes  near  enoygh^  he 
throws  a  ftone  out  of  the  fling,  which  they  iiipppfe  to  be  a  bird  of 
prey,  hovering  over  them.  The.flinger  knows  how  with  great  dex- 
terity, by  the  diredion  in  which  he  throws^  to  guide  the  flight  of  the 
pigeons ;  and  continues  to  throw  till,  at  laft,  they  are  taken  in  a  net. 

There  is  a  deep  valley,  near  La  Cava,,  from  which  no  doubt  the* 

place  derives  its  name  t  although  the  valley  itfelf,  from^  the  mill&wJbidi 

^  arc 


it€  worked  by  its  waters,  is  called  MuJina^  This  valley  is  juftly  cele- 
brated for  its  beauty;  embelUfhed  as  it  is  with  large  trees,  agrtimi^ 
fruits  of  every  kind,  and  every  where  the  clinging  vine,  while 
it  is  aiched  over  by  the  bold  projeding  rocks,  the  forms  of  which  are 
^iiribus.  Thefe  rocks  confift  oi  Jlala6titesj  that  hang  like  icicles  in 
l^iftter^  ($f  ipar.  One  of  thefe  gi(dit  cavenis  is  peculiarly  beautiful : 
its  ^^^^  dp^n  Dke  ^odigious  JMirs ;  the  ^kolkm  throats  of  Whidiaf« 
#lik  deep  in  th«  y^>ok.  Here^  in  its  l&nfermoft  darknefe,  the  wwens 
^^m  hn  all  fides  ^o9ii  the  ftotie,  whioh  is  ^it^ergrown  with  ivy,  mtA 
hiaiaen-hfei?:  ifdicr^ttim^cap3Um  Veu^ii*  '^effe  watelrs  unite  in  "^ 
tavetn  J  frotfi  which  *hey  #»&  ;and  fomi  a  charming  rivulet,  thit 
-tftttpAe^  itfetf  into  the  fea  vt^i  Vietri* 

Viati  ift  ^Ut'Onk  to(3k  <^  this  iMty  of  Sltefiio,  i^ 
^llak  t6^ti.   I  haie  *ioiie^thaa  «nce  fpokea  ^f  tbe  eochantiog  pro^efts 
which  this  bay  affords.     The  gardens  of  Vietri  ftretch  out^  imttk  tWe 
Irttghts  ^here  t4ie  town  is  ^buUt^  to  t^  very  feat  Acre :  wWte  all  ihat  is 
gntn9  kttSt  benevolent  in  natwe  is  here  wtiittd 

^very  traveler  *tf5  Act  an  opportunity  of  plJitig  through  the  foutherh 
'|m>v?nce8of  this  kingdotni  and  Skily:  1>«  no  one  (hould  quit  Naples 
without  having  firft  vifited  the  iflands  of  Ifchia  and  Capri,  the  Piano 
{ft  ISafrnh^  La  Cava,  and  Vietri* 

Ort  twf  return,  we  agaffo  had  a  glahce  at  the  antiquities  of  PomJ^en  ; 
andit*\»ras  a  {ktisfea}<)ft  to  mt  to  remark  the  quantities  of  rabb!(h,that 
baff1>6Aitrem^vtd  by  «he  daily  labour  of  feventy  men  in  fiic  months. 

WoW,  While  wrking^o  you  fpom  Naples,  1  look  toward  the  fea ;  and 
thoite  VltfW  hiukitudes  of  boats,  in  each  of  which  a  torch  is  burning, 
4ik,  V  ^  %^^)  KItiiaSte  a  certain  fpecies  ^f  fifli.  The  moon  at  the 
Hfeffie  womeat  gWltar s  iJrpom  the  wavw;  and  oa  the  left,  for  thofe  tcti 
^ays  >pKfti  ^  '^(^^  ddttbbe-«rmed  ftream  of  lava  has  been  pouring  down 
from  Mount  VeftMiiiis. 

Thus  %ati\ifn\  h  die  leave  that  we  take  'c£  Hspte^  ToHinorrow 
^omifDg  wt  iflioU  itt  dff 't>n  4}torT0tern4iQm0waFd« 

LET- 
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O. 


LETTER    XCIX- 

ItomCj  2d  OA^ber  ij^t. 

'N  our  journey  from  Naples^  wc  made  a  delay  of  about 
four-and-twenty  hours  ia  Gaferta  j  where  we  were  entertained^  in  a 
.friendly  manner,  by  Mr,  Hackert. 

In  my  letter  dated  the  6th  of  Februarys  I  have  fpoken  of  Ae  great 
jaquedu A  j  which  may  be  compared  to  the  greateft  of  thofe  that  were 
built  by  the  Romans,  and  which  was  conflruded  by  the  late  King,  to 
whom  the  Two  Sicilies  are  fo  much  indebted.  The  plan  was  by  Van* 
Titelli;  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  architeds  of  Italy,  who  likewife 
built  the  royal  palace,  which  ranks  among  the  fineft  in  Europe.  It 
confills  of  four  divifions,  or  palaces,  with  four  great  courts.  The  ftair- 
cafe  is  in  the  centre ;  where  the  palaces  are  connefled  by  vaulted  per* 
fpedive  colonnades ;  and  it  is  admired  as  a  lingular  mafterpiece  of  art% 
Above  it  is  a  grand  circular  hall ;  with  two  colonnades,  and  a  lofty 
cupola* 

The  great  Englifli  garden  is  pleafant,  becaufe  of  its  extenfive  pro* 
fpediks  toward  the  furrounding  mountains,  its  (hady  w^ks,  and  its  con- 
tinued variety.  It  received  new  charms  from  the  improvements  made 
by  Mr.  Graffer ;  a  German  gardener,  who  had  formed  himfelf  by 
twenty  years  refidence  in  England  j  and  who,  to  the  art  of  laying  out 
grounds,  has  added  botanical  fcience.  He  has  not  been  five  years  in 
the  King^s  fervice  ;  yet,  favoured  by  the  climate  of  Italy  and  the  fertile 
foil  of  Capua,  he  has  done  enough  in  this  ihort  time  to  excite  general 
aftonifliment.  In  a  country  where  the  Indian  fig  grows  wild,  an^ 
under  the  care  of  a  man  of  underflanding,  many  of  the  exotics  of  the 
Touth  will  fiourifh ;  and  moft  of  the  pUnts  of  the  north  will  delight  in 
ibe  fuperior  mildnefs  of  the  air. 

Vol.  II-  3  Z  The 


538  TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG. 

The  King^  about  five  years  ago,  eftablifhed  a  large  filk  manufaiftorjr^ 
near  Caferta  ;  at  which  they  weave  plain  and  brocaded  ftlks.  Between 
three  and  four  hundred  girls  here  find  a  livelihood ;  and,  if  any  one 
marry  a  workman  in  the  manufactory,  and  continue  to  work  for  this 
eftablilhment,  they  and  their  families  are  fupported.  Each  bride  receives 
a  portion  of  a  hundred  ducats ;  .and  the  whole  community,  which  began 
with  forty  perfons,  confifts  already  of  more  than  a  thoufand  :  confti- 
tuting  a  little  State^'the  laws  of  which  have  been  given'  by  the  King 
himfelf^  He  has  apartuxeots  in  the  building,  which  he  frequently  in- 
habits. 

I  now  viewed  the  countries  of  Satita  Agatha^  Mola^  Itri^  and  Fondi\ 
again  in  all  their  charms  ;  which  I  had  thought  fo  beautiful  in  the  be- 
ginning of  February. 

,  We  pafted  haftily  through  the  Pontine  marfh  j  and  for  having  crofled 
it  without  injury  we  may  perhaps  thank  the'ufe  of  camphor,  and 
of  that  kind  of  vinegar  which  the  French  call  vinaigrc  des  quatre  vo^ 
Icurs:  the.  vinegar  of  the  four  thieves;  and  the  Italians,  who  feldom 
are  fatisfied  with  fmall  numbers,  dceto  de  i  fette  ladri :  or  vinegar  of 
the  ifeven  thieves.  The  danger  is  always  very  great;  yet  it  was  this 
year  lefs  than  the  laft  :  panly  becaufe  the  means  taken  by  the  f  ope  ta 
dry  the  marfh  are  produdlive  of  annual  improvement,  and  partly  bee- 
caufe  the  falls  of  rain  have  been  greater  this  fummer  than  ufual ;  and 
therefore  the  firft  autumnal  rains,  which  are  frequently  fo  pernicious, 
have  been  lefs  dangerous  in  their  efFefts, 

Leaving  the  high  road,  we  went  from  Albano  to  Frafcati ;  and  faw 
on  our  way  the  Grotla  firrata :  ^vfhich  is  the  name  of  an  abbey  inha- 
bited by  monks;  who,  combining 'the  Greek  and  Latin  churches,  live, 
according  to  the  order  of  St.  BafiL  They  ffed  from  Calabria  in  the. 
tenth  century,  and  took  refuge  here  under  the  cohduifl  of  SL 
Nileus.  .         , 

This  abbey  deferves  to  be  vifite  J,  becaufe  it  contains  noble  pidures 
ia  frefco,  by  Dominichino  ;  by  whom  a  whole  chapel  has  been  painted. 

Some 
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Some  of  them  have  fufFered  from  age.     One  of  them  reprefents  a  friar 
of  the  monaftery,  who  went  to  meet  Otho  the  Third,  at  the  head  of 
his  army.     Otho  embraces  the  Saint.     The  Legend  relates  that  the 
Emperor  offered  him  th'e  <!:hfcice  of  any  gift  he  fhould   demand  ;  and 
tftat  he  anfwered,  "  The  gift  I  demand  Is  thy  foul.''     The  Emperor  is 
furrounded  by  many  warriors,  and  horfes  ;  all  full  of  life,  abounding 
in  the  fimplicity  of  nature. '   Nor  can  we  fufficiently  admire  the  purb 
ordonnance  of  the  piftufe,  or  the  dignity  and  truth  of  the  expreffion. 
Another  fiHall  picture,  in  which  a  Saint  ^  is  repreferited  in  the  a^  of 
cxorcifmg  a  poffefled  boy,  is  in  my  opinion  ftill  much  more  beautiful. 
The  boy,  held  by  his  father,  throws  himfelf  back,  his  body  raifed  upon 
his  toes,  his  arms  ftretched  out,  and  raging,  and  his  whole  mien  and 
attitoide  exhibiting  the  fyraptoms  of  the  drdadful  cbnfli^St.  -    Garrick 
objedted  to  a  famous  French  comedian,  who  perfonated  drunkennefs, 
that  his  legs  were  fober :  the  legs  of  this  poffefTed  boy  are  racked  by 
tTie  mod  deadly  cramp.     The  father  holds  him  with  effort,  but  with 
hope :  tlie  weeping  rnother  kneels  ;  and  fear  and  expeftatlon:  are  cam- 
bating,  in  the  countenances  -of  the  fpe<fiators%  -  Thefe  different  paffions 
are  excellently  exprefled,  in  the  faces  of  two  boys  5  •  one^cf  whom  ts'all 
animation  and  hope,  the  other  all  anxiety  and  dread. 
•    Behind  the  Saint  a  kneeling  monk  pray^,  with  ardent  devotion.  The 
Saiht  -himfelf  alone  H  perfectly  calm,  perfe<3:ly  certain  of  what  is  to 
follow,  and  this  calm  is  equally  cxprefTed  iri  his  whole  attitude  andia 
his  beautiful  and  placid  form.'    He  opens  the  mouth  of. the.  boy  with 
his  left  hand,  aftd  dips  the'  right  in  the  oil  contained  rn  a'fulpended 
lamp :  the  power  of  which  was  rendered  fapiative  by  his.  touch ;  or  which 
rather  was  the  vifible  fymbol  of  the  gift  of  working  miracles. 

Theanifnatiohof  the  paffidns  is  exprelTed  ire  all  .the  other  counte- 
nances, and  ^very  where  prevails ;  modified  by  the  fatgacity  of  the  great 
painter,  the  ftrength  of  whofe  pencil  knew  the  pure  extent  of  the  line 
of  truth.     Dominichino  was  as  calm  as  the  Saint  he  pourtrayed*     He 

.  '  ^5  Z  i  •  ' .  '  •  .   was 
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was  guilty  of  no  cxccfs,  of  no  wild  attitude,  mifrcprefenting  life,  but 
every  where  communicated  the  heartfelt  glow  of  nature,  in  all  her  cha- 
raderiftic  forms.  A  body  poffeffed,  drawn  by  fuch  a  painter,  will  have 
geftures  which  many  of  the  modem,  and  particularly  of  the  Frencl^ 
artifts  fuppofe  are  common  to  the  paflions  of  common  life.  Excefs  is 
the  mark  of  weaknefs,  as  well  in  the  artifl  as  in  the  man. 

The  whole  road,  between  Albano  and  Frafcati,  which  is  two  Italian 
miles  beyond  the  Grottaf errata^  abounds  in  pleafing  variety;  and  leads 
through  woods,  where  different  kinds  of  trees  afford  different  kiAds  of 
foliage. 

Frafcati  is  built  on  the  fide  of  a  woody  mountain,  which  is  about; 
twtlve  Italian  miles  from  Rome.  On  this  mountain  the  ancient  Tuf- 
culum  was  btiilt}  the  founding  of  which  is  afcribed  to  Telegonus^  wha 
s^ccording  to  fome  was  the  fon  of  Ulyffes  and  Circe,  and  according  ta 
ethers  the  fon  of  Telemacbus.  Fable  in  general  adds  to  the  antiquity 
of  towns  ;  but,  if  the  opinion  of  Cluverius  be  true,  and  it  appears  ta 
be  well-founded,  this  fable  robs  Tufculum  of  three  hundred  years  of  its 
real  age :  for  it  was  built  by  the  Pelajgi^  who  drove  the  Stculi  out  of 
Latium  three  hundred  years  before  the  deftrudion  of  Troy. 

Tufculum  is  famous  in  the  Roman  hiflory  for  its  friend/hip  with 
Rome ;  to  which  at  laft  it  fell  a  facrifice,  as  happened  to  every  friend 
of  this  imperious  city.  It  boafts  of  having  produced  Gincinnatus,  and 
Cato,  the  Cenfor ;  and  is  well  known,  to  every  reader  of  the  ancients^ 
for  having  beeti  the  country  refidence  of  Cicero :  the  place  where  hia 
much  loved  Tufculantm  ftood,  after  which  he  has  named  one  of  hi^  im- 
mortal works. 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  Goths,  it  became  a  part  of  the  States  of 
the  Church;  and  was  preferred,  by  the  Popes,  to  all  other  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  Rome.  Sufpeding  the  Romans,  Alexander  the  Third  re* 
tired  to  this  place,  in  the  year  1 165 ;  and,  four  years  afterward,  aided 
by  the  people  of  Tufculum,  attacked  the  Ghibelines  in  Rome  :  which 

party 
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party  favoured  the  Emperor.  Tufcnlunat  was  become  an  imperial 
town  when,  in  the  year  1 191,  Clement  the  Third,  by  an  agreement, 
again  united  it  to  the  States  of  the  Churchy 

The  hatred  of  the  Romans,  who  feared  that  the  Popes  might  againe 
retire  to  this  place,  induced  them  to  deftroy  Tufculum,  as  a  conquered 
town.  The  inhabitants  retired  to  the  ruins  of  one  of  their  fuburbs  ^ 
among  the  groves  of  which  they  long  continued  to  live*  Hence  FraC* 
cati  derived  its  name  :  for  Frafcuy  in  Italian,  (ignifies  a  leafy  bough* 
Lofty  pines,  that  grow  above  the  toWn  on  the  moimtain^  point  out  the 
place  where  ancient  Tufculum  ftood. 

Moft  of  the  moderns  fuppofe  the  place  where  a  Capuchin  monaftery 
ftands,  between  the  ruins  of  Tufculum  and  Frafcati,  to  have  been  the 
feat  of  the  Tufculanum  of  Cicero :  but  Cluverius  is  of  opinion  that  it 
ftood  where  the  prefcnt  Grotta  ferrata  {lands* 

We  were  prevented  by  rainy  weather  from  viliting  feveral  of  the 
famous  villas  in  Frafcati  j  and  faw  none  but  the  Villa  Aldohrandinu  I 
fhall  tell  you  nothing  of  the  cieling,  painted  by  the  Cavaltere  D^Ar-^ 
pino ;  nor  yet  of  the  expenfive  toys  of  the  hydraulic  art,  which  by 
fome  have  been  fo  much  celebrated.  My  filence  is  inoffenfive.  I 
looked  round  me,  and  (carcely  retain  a  tranfient  idea  of  what  I  faw.. 

We  yefterday  paffed  through  feveral  galleries  at  Rome,  which  we 
had  not  vifited  when  we  were  there  in  the  winter..  The  following  pic- 
tures pleafed  me  the  mofl:» 

IN  THE  PALAZZO  CHIGL 

A  battle-piece,  by  Salvator  Rofa.  All  the  terror  and  din  of  battle, 
yet  no  confufion ;  wildnefs  of  fancy,  yet  purity  of  ordonnance  ;.  great 
ardor,  and  no  vacuity.  The  genius  of  Salvator  in  full  difplay..  A 
painter  of  no  genius  affedis  wildnefs,  exaggerates  animation,  and  is 
more  infupportable.  and  more  falfe  than  infipidity  itfelf.  But  the 
painter  of  nund  does  not  miflead :  he  feizes  incidents,  and  obje£ts,  as. 
they  actually  occur  ;  and  prefents  m  with  nature  fuch  as  fhe  is.     He 

is 
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is  not  inflated  :  his  heat  does  not  fcorch  ;.  it  is  now  mildly  warm,  now 
glows,  now  beams,  and,  like  the  fun,  enlightens  all  ai-ound.  This  bat- 
tle-piece is  full  of  harmony.  The  atmofphere  has  the  ycUow  tone  of 
a  tempeft ;  .and  blue  clouds  ride  at  a  diftance,  and  fly  rouni,  while 
hovering  eagles,  waiting  for  their  prey,  eye  the  bodies  of  the  flain. 
.  Several  landfcapes,  by  this  painter,  are  all  ftampcd  by  the  charadcr 
of  the  mafter.  His  horizon  is  inflamed  .j  and  frequently  the  trees  bend, 
and  fway,  before  the  frefh  breeze. 

J  have  fomewhere  read  an  anecdote  of  Salvator  Rofa,  for  the  truth 
of  which  I  will  not  vouch  ;  though  I  think  it  not  improbable.  The 
tale  fays,  he  was  fond  of  wine ;  and  that,  being  half  intoxicated^  he 
every  now  and  then  ran  to  his  work^  and  painted  with  great  fury  ; 
leaving  it  after  a  few  touches.  When  he  was  fober,  he  recolleded  what 
he  had  done,  fuppofed  he  had  fpoiled  his  pidture,  and  was  exceedingly 
grieved  :  but,-  going  to  examine  it,  he  found,  to  his  aftoniihment,  that, 
during  his  intoxication,  he  had  put  in  ftrokes  that  were  inimitably  ex- 
preflive. 

Intoxication  like  this  denotes  much  power.  But  happy  is  the  man 
of  genius,  who  does  not  derive  the  animating  nedar  from  the  glafs. 

Of  the  nedar  prepared  by  Nature  herfelf  Claude  Lorrain  drank  deeply; 
by  whom  there  are  five  excellent  landfcapes  in  this  gallery* 

A  Roman  Charity ;  and  a  Sleeping  Cupid  ;  both  by  Guido. 

Julio  Romano's  own  drawings  of  the  Battle  of  Conftantine,  in  the 
Vatican  j  which  he  painted  under  the  inlpedion  of  Raphael. 

THE  PALAZZO  DORIA. 

The  collcdion  of  this  gallery  is  very  ample.  The  Romans  call  it  il 
bofco  de  i  quadri ;  or,  the  grove  of  pictures  :  The  works  of  the  moft 
famous  painters  being  to  be  found  there.  Here  are  many  of  the  land- 
fcapes of  Gafpard  Pouffinj  and  fome  of  them  excellent.  This 
painter  poflefled  much  truth  of  drawing,  but  lefs  erf*  colouring.  In 
many  of  his  landfcapes,  the  tone  is  unnaturally  clear ;  and  in  Qthers 

unna- 
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Biinaturally  gloomy.  He  evidently  affedled  to  have  a  manner  of  hi^ 
dwn.  Thi3  is  an  aiHifting  quality  ;  and  proper  only  to  inferiority  of 
genius.  The  French  are  not  only^  mannerifts  but  they  confider  that 
to  be  fo  16  a  inark  of  gi^catnefs  :  yet  they  frequently  fail  in  the  thing  at 
which  they  aim.  Claude  Lorrainj  who  was  entirely  free  from  this 
defed:,  mufl:  not  be  confidered  as  an  exception:  becaufe,  in  his  time; 
fhe' country  that  gave  him  birth  was  not  a  province  of  France :  he  was 
a  German. 

Here  Tikewife  there  are  feveral  beautiful  landfcapes  by  Nicholas 
Fouflin ;  the  great  hiftorical  painter. 

Two  landfcapes,  by  Dominichino  r  which  are' beautifuJj  and  remark- 
able for  having  been  painted  at  a  time  when  landfcape  was  yet  in  its 
infancy  :  though  hiftory-painting  had  attained  its  prime  of  manhoods  - 

The  laborious  finifhing  of  Briighel  willexcitethe  aftonifhmeht  even 
of"  thofe  who  take^  no  pleafiire  in  fuch  minute  yet  inceflant  induftryv 
There  is  a  Paradife.  with  the  creation  of  birds  and  beaftsj  by  him  in 
this  gallery;  and  his  works  of  this  kind  arc  mafterpieces;    ; 

Pharaoh  and  his  army,  overwhelmed  in  the  Red  Sea  ;  by  Antonio 
Tempefta.  The  veins  in  the  marble,  felefted  for  the  pjrinting  of  this, 
pidure,  reprefent  the  rolling  of  the*  billows; 

A  beautiful  Holy  Family ;  by  Fra  Bartolomea; 

The  Sacrifice  of  Ifaac  ;  by  Titian. 

St.  Agnes,.af(ieTidiTig  the  pile  to  martyrdom^  the  faggotsr  of  which  be- 
gin to  burn  ;  by  Guercino.' 

The  Virgin,  kneeling  at  prayer  before  the  fleepihg  child,  Jefus;  by 
G'uido.   The  colours,  of  thl6  beautiful  picture  have  fuffered  from  time  j 
and,  being  placed  among  pidures  of  higher  colouring,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  advantage. 

Some  portraits,  by  Abraham  Viandyke  *. 

Two  by  Rembrandt.     Great  as  this  painter  was,  he  yet  fufFersby 

*  I  Imagine  there  is  a  miftake  ;  and  that  the   great  Vandyke^  Anthony^  is  meant* - 
Abraham  Vandyke  painted  chiefly  in  England^    T. 

I-  the 
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the  fide  of  Vandyke.  Rembrandt  was  a  manuerilL  Vandyke, 
more  than  any  painter,  poffefled  the  grand  art  of  prefenting  nature 
with  the  full  expreflSon  of  life.  His  pidXires  breathed.  He  was  like- 
wife  a  great  painter  of  hiftory ;  and  communicated  to  his  portrsuts, 
which  were  always  paunted  in  perfed  repofe,  the  dignity  of  the  hifto- 
rlcal  charades 

The  father  confeffor  of  Reubens ;  by  Reubens  himfelf.  Vandyke 
learned,  from  this  his  great  mafter,  to  paint  nature,  with  all  her  anioia- 
tion^  and  truth,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  only  the  future  great  mailer  can 
learn. 

Holbein,  and  his  wife :  two  portraits,  by  Holbein. 

A  beautiful  fmall  head  of  a  woman  ;  likewife  by  Holbein :  a  very 
excellent  pifture. 

Four  mifers  j  by  Albert  Durer:  a  mafter-piece  of  this  great  man. 
fie  communicated  to  his  farcaftic  caricature  fo  much  pure  truth,  and 
combined  it  with  fo  deep  a  knowledge  of  character,  that,  bold  as  the 
traits  are,  you  fcarcely  can  call  them  caricature.  Raphael  highly 
venerated  Albert  Durer  9  whofe  writings,  like  thofe  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci,  are  the  code  of  the  art. 

A  Flight  into  Egypt ;  by  Nicholas  Pouflin :  a  beautiful  pidure ; 
but,  unfortunately  for  it,  you  foon  afterward  come  to  one  much  more 
beautiful,  by  Claude  Lorrain. 

Landfcapes,  by  Paul  Brill;  who  was  properly  the  father  of  landfcape- 
painting.  He  was  remarkable  for  truth  of  expreffion ;  and  for  his 
choice  of  the  beautifuU  His  pictures  abound  in  all  the  foft  harmon^ 
of  nature :  the  offences  agsdnft  which  fo  frequently  affile  the  fpedator^ 
in  many  a  famous  Undfcape. 

The  Virgin  and  Child,  with  a  little  John  the  Baptift,  in  a  landfcape  j 
by  Raphael.  Comparing  tfab  piece  by  Raphael  with  the  pidures 
around  it,  we  might  exclaim,  as  an  ancient  writer  once  did  of  a  young 
virgin, 

<<  The  reft  arc  beautiful,  Ihe  is  beauty  irielf.'^ 
5  Perhaps 
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Perhaps  this  fine  gallery,  of  the  Palazzo  Doria,  has  been  called  il 
b4)fco  de  i  quadri  from  the  many  landfcapes  that  it  contains. 

In  the  church  belonging  to  the  Camaldoli  monaftery,  of  San  Romo- 
aldo,  there  is  a  famous  altar-piece,  an  excellent  pidure,  painted  by  An- 
drea Sacchi.  Saint  Romoaldo  is  feated  under  a  tree,  inftruding  three 
monks  in  their  fpiritual  duties.  The  back-ground  is  allegorical. 
Monks  of  the  order  are  feen  climbing  a  fteep  mountain,  on  their 
afcent  to  heaven ;  the  light  from  which  defcends  toward  the  foot  of 
the  mountain. 


LETTER     a 


Rome,  5th  0£lober  1792. 

\Ar  E  have  pafled  the  two  preceding  days  among  the  en- 
chanting fcenes  of  Tlvoli ;  of  the  far-famed  cafcades  of  which  I  would 
rather  fend  innumerable  drawings  than  one  barren  defcription. 

Tivoli  18  feated  on  a  hill ;  and  is  watered  by  the  river  Teverone^ 
which  the  ancients  called  Anio^  Aniens  and  Anienus.  It  divided  Latium 
from  the  country  of  the  Sabines  j  but,  though  the  ftream  ran  through 
the  middle  of  the  town,  it  was  allowed  wholly  to  belong  to  Latium. 
The  name  of  the  town  was  Tibur;  and,  according  to  the  general 
opinion,  it  was  built  by  Tibur  and  Catillus  :  two  Argadians,  who  fol- 
lowed Evander  from  Greece  at  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war.  Cluve- 
rius,  who  is  perhaps  the  beft  of  the  antiquarians  of  Italy,  places  tljie 
founding  of  this  town  three  liundred  years  more  early  j  and  afcribes  it 
to  the  Pdafgty  who  were  driven  out  of  Latium  by  the  tribe  of  the  Si- 
ciili,  that  afterward  gave  their  nanie  to  Sicily.    . 

Tibur  long  continued  to  refift  Rome,  in  its  infancy:  the  diftance 
between  them  was  only  eighteen  Italian  miles. 

V(JL.IL  4  A  The 
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The  Teverone  courfes  between  hills  through  the  town  ;  and  there 
forms  the  cafe  at  a :  or  the  ^reat  water-fall.  It  has  loft  much  of  its  na- 
tural beauty  ;  becaufe  its  bed  has  been  deepened,  partly  to  guard  againft 
its  wild  torrents,  and  partly  to  form  mill-ftreams.  It  is  ftill  however 
very  delightful. 

One  branch  of  it  in  particular  is  much  more  charming  than  the  reft ; 
and  rufhes,  thundering  down,  through  the  hollows  of  the  rock :  the 
fantaftlc  forms  of  which  afford  profpe£ts  chat  are  equally  grand  and 
beautiful.  The  over-arched  cliffs  are  hung  with  maidea-hair,  and 
liovered  with  the  vigorous  vegetation  of  fhrubs,  and  trees  j  which  the 
mifts,  arifing  from  the  dalhing  waters,  inceffantly  bedew^ 

About  the  middle  of  the  cafcade  is  what  is  called  the  cave  of  Nep- 
tune; where,  from  rocks  that  are  overgrown  with  plants,  the  ftream, 
above  and  below,  is  heard  and  feen  to  rufti^  foam,  and  roar.  High  over 
this  ftands  the  circular  temple  of  Vefta  j  the  fallen  part  of  which  is 
not  here  vifible,  while  its  Corinthian  colonnade  gives  it  a  moft  beau* 
tiful  appearance.  Near  this  are  ruins  of  the  temple  of  the  Sibyl,  Al- 
bunea.  Whether  thefe  remains  belonged  to  the  temple  dedicated  to 
the  Sibyl  is  perhaps  very  difficult  to  determine :  but  it  is  known  that 
fhe  was  worfhipped  here ;  and  as  Horace  applies  the  epithet  of  refound- 
ing  to  her  name,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  her  temple  ftood  near 
the  waterfall. 


"  Jomuj  jiHuftea  refonanth. 

HoR.  lib.  it  od.  Tii. 

— —  Pure  AlbumJs  far-refounding  fource* 

Francis. 

A  confiderable  diftance  below  the  cavern  of  Neptune,  which  name 
was  given  it  by  the  French  painter,  Vernet,  there  is  a  narrow  difficult 
path,  that  leads  through  a  vineyard ;  where,  at  every  ftep,  new  beau- 
ties appear ;  and  this  path. goes  from  the  waterfall  to  a  place  called  the 
grotto  of  the  Sirens,  Compreffed  and  narrowed  by  the  hollow  rocks, 
6  that 
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(fiat  arc  embeUifhed  by  every  enchanting  objeft  which  form  and  foliage 
can  afford,  the  waters  foam,,  and  thunder  with  a  din  that  fecms  everjr 
moment  to  increafe ;  and,  falling  through  the  hollow  cavities,  they 
efcape  the  eye  the  more  fecurely  becaufe  the  edges  of  the  rock  are  ren- 
dered flippery,  by  the  fpray,  and  will  not  fuffer  a  near  approach.  If 
you  turn  to  the  left,  you  fee  the  cafcadefrom  above,  daftiing  downward 
into  the  grotto  of  Neptune,  and  rufliing  thence  in  divided  ftreams.  If 
you  (hut  your  eyes  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  open  them  with  the 
greater  determination,  you  are  but  the  more  ftunned  by  the  roaring  of 
the  falling  waters  :  the  ear  being  then  only  emptoyed. 

Grand  however  as  the  roar  of  thefe  waters  is,  and  fublime  as  is  thia 
fcenery,  they  muft  not  be  compared  to  the  more  grand,  the  more 
fublime,  fall  of  the  Rhine,  at  Lauffen  ;  where  terror  and  ecftacy  om-^ 
nipotently  feize  on  the  ftunned,  dazzled,  and  amazed,  fpe£tator.  Not 
but  the  fantaftic  forms  of  the  round  and  hollowed  rocks  communicate 
to  this  waterfall  at  Tivoli  a  milder  terror,  a  more  facred  gloom,  and: 
charms  that  are  all  its  own. 

There- is  a  pleafant  walk^  which  leads  from  the  heights  of  the  town 
through  a  fmiling  valley  9  that  feparatcs  them  from  oppofite  heights,- 
where  the  hills  are  ornamented  with  very  large  old  olive  trees.  Here;, 
at  a  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  monaftery,  there  are  ruins  which 
are  faid  to  have  belonged  to  the  country-houfe  of  Hbrate*  Though 
our  friend  Horace  appears  to  have  preferred  his  more  folitary  Sabine^ 
country-feat,  ftill  it  is  certsdn  hehad  ahoufe  at  this  place.^  We  are  ex-. 
prefsly  told  this  in  the  ftiort  account  which  Suetonius  has  given  us  of 
the  poet.  Befide,  with  what  affedion  does  he  frequently  fpeak  of 
Tibur!  In  his  beautiful  Ode  to  Melpomene,. he  tells  us  that  thefe: 
waters,  and  the  thick  foliage  of  thefe  groves,  Ihould  form  the.  lyric : 
poet. 

Sed  qua  Tibur  aqua  fertile  prafluunty 
Etfpiffk  nemorum  conue, 

K'ngent  Molio  carmine  ^obilem* 

HoR.  lib.  in  od.  iii.  ■ 

4^A^  SA. 
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But  him,  the  ftrcams  which  warbling  flow 
Rich  Tibur*s  fertile  vales  along, 
And  (liady  groves,  his  haunts,  (hall  know, 
The  mafter  of  the  jEolian  fong. 

And  in  another  Ode,  where  the  poet  proves  himfelf  fo  fincere  a 
friend,  and  fo  capable  of  enjoying  the  charms  of  nature,  he  wiflies  to 
end  his  life  in  Tibur. 

Tibur  ^rgao  pofitum  colons 

Sii  mthifedes  utlnatn  feneBa  ; 

&it  modus  lajfo  marisy  etjuiarum^ 

MilitUque. 

Hoit.lib.  ii.od«Ti« 

May  Tibur,  to  my  lateft  hours. 

Afford  a  kind  and  calm  retreat ; 

Tiburj  beneath  whofe  lofty  towers 

The  Grecians  fix'd  their  blifsful  feat ; 

There  may  my  labours  end,  my  wand'rings  ceafe. 

There  all  my  toils  of  warfare  reft  in  peace! 

F&ANCXS. 

From  the  olive  groves  of  thefe  hills,  you  fee  the  cafcade  right  before 
you  ;  which,  in  comparifon  with  the  great  waterfall,  or  the  cafcata^  is 
called  cafcatelle  maggiori :  or,  the  chief  of  the  little  waterfalls. 

The  ftream  here  divides  into  two  branches,  that  form  a  tongue  of 
land  ;  and  by  this  land  they  are  ftill  kept  feparate  when  they  fall 
down  into  the  valley  j  by  this  variety  they  produce  a  cafcade  of  en- 
chanting beauty,  Thefe  fmall  arms,  now  purling,  now  pouring,  join 
at  laft  in  one  grand  current;  that  winds  along  the  valley. 

Not  far  from  this  are  the  leffer  cafcades  :  or  the  cafcatelle  pkcole. 
They  are  only  called  little  comparatively  j  for  they  adually  confift  of 
great  waterfalls. 

Above  thefe  are  the  large  remaiiis  of  the  prodigious  villa  of  Mflece- 
uas.  This  villa,  through  which  the  arms  of  the  waterfall  ruih,  we 
vifited  in  the  evening ;  and  felt  a  pleafure  in  recolleding  that  here,  in 
this  very  houfe^  Horace  frequently^  and  Virgil  not  feldom,  firft  read 

2  their 
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their  immortal  works  to  the  friends  of  poetry.  A  boy,  in  an  apple 
tree,  plucking  the  ripe  fruit  from  trees  that  were  planted  below  in  the 
fertile  valley,  remicMdcd  me  of  the  orchards  which  Horace  fung  :  that 
were  bathed  by  the  fleeting  riv^iieta  : 


mobilibus  pomaria  riw's. 


And  fruitful  orchids/  bathed  by  dudile  dreams. 

Francis. 

The  wine  of  Tivoli  is  very  pleafant.  Horace  was  right  in  advifmg 
his  friend  to  plant  the  vine  here,  in  preference  to  all  other  trees. 

Nultatttj  Vare^  facra  vtfe  prius  feviris  arborem 
Circa  ftiitefilum  Tihfit  let  tm/snia  Catilu 

Roiind  Catatit/  walU^  or  in  Tibur^«  rich  foil, 
To  plant  the  glad  vine  be  my  Varus*  firft  toU. 

Framcm. 

Large  foundations  are  ftill  remaining,  qppofite  to  the  cafcatetk 
ptccok  and  the  villa  of  Maecenas,  which  arefuppofed  to  have  belonged 
to  the  villa  of  Quin£ti!iu6  Varus  j  fadng  which  alfo  xh^praceps  Anio^ 
or  headlong  Anio,  as  Horace  calls  it,  flows. 

From  one  point  of  view,  you  may  overlook  the  cafcattlle  maggiori 
and  the  cafcateUepiccols* 

There  is  a  fmall  round  temple  not  far  from  the-villa  of  Maecenas, 
which  is  called  il  tetnpio  deJla  Tojt :  the  temple  of  the  goddefs  Tujts  *• 
The  credulous  Romans^  who  ereded  a  temple  to  the  goddefs  Mephitis^ 
whom  they  likewlfe  cllled  Graveolentia^  may  equally  have  perfonified 
and  worlhipped  this  difeafc  as  a  goddefs :  hoping  thus  to  efcape  her 
anger.  The  little  temple  is  circular,  and  has  a  hemifpherical  cupola, 
which  has  an  opening  at  the  top.  This  form  is  in  itfelf  pleafant ;  and 
the  numerous  fhrubs  that  grow  round  the  did  cupola  give  it  a  very 
charming  appearance. 

In  the  fmall  inconfidcrable  town,  there  are  the  high  remains  of  the 

*  Tujfis  figtiifies  a  cough* 

wall 
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wall  of  a  temple ;  probably  of  that  whicb^  was  dedicated  to  Herctiles^, 
and  which  was  famous  in  Latium*. 

There  is  likewife  a  feftion  o£  .ope:of  the-town.gateaof  the  ancient 
Tibur  ftill  ftanding;  and  mofaic,  plaifler  is  ftill  prefcrved,  in  a  little 
ftreet^ 

Near  the  town  is  the  Villa  cTFJle ;  which  was  built  about  the  mid-t 
die  of  the  fixteentH  century,  by  Cardinal  Ippolito  d^Efte ;  and  now 
belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Modena,  the  laft  male  branch  of  this  famous 
family.  The  buildTng  is  larger  but  it  is  beginning  to  decay.  The 
garden  was  laid  out  by  the  celebrated 'Z'^  JVo/r^;  who  iiittodticed  the 
French  tafte  in.  the  art  of  gardening  through  alLEuropei  during  the  lafl: 
century.  Tall  pines,  plane-trees,  and  the  largeft  cyprefe  trees  I  ever 
faw,  ftill  embellifh  t^iis,  garden },  and.muft.  haver  been  pjanted  by  Le 
Notre. 

You  know  that  the  French,  having  fome  years  ago  become  weary 
of  their  infipid  gardens^,  began  to  change  them  into  Engiifli.  parks.- 
Rut  they  did  not  flop  there..  Having  no  feeling  of  fimplicity,  or  of 
the  ferious  EngHfh  charader,  gloomy  as  it^appeared  ta  them,  they  ftill 
were  willing  to  exceed  it :  for  which  reafon,  as  I  have  been  told  by  aa 
eye  witnefs,  they  have  planted  dead  trees  in  the  beautiful  gardens  of 
Ermenonville :  pour  infpirer  la  pbilofopbic  *  /  A  true  picture  of.  their 
grefent  philofophy.  J  and  of  the  morals  of  their,  atheifts,.who  already 
compare  Roufleau  to  a  tree  without  root,  or  fruit.. 

Brutus  and  Caftiua  had  villas  at  Tivoli ;.  the  great  remains  of  which 
we  vifited..    Their  grandeur  affords  an.  idea  of  the  luxury  of  the  Ro- 
mans in  thofe  times ;.  when.men^. who  defervedly  are  called  the  laft  of 
the  Romans,  inhabited  fuch  prodigious  palaces. 

Thefe  two  brothers-in-law,  friends,  and.  chiefs*  of  the  conipiracy 
againft  the.  tyrant,  lived  a  quarter,  of  a  league  diftant  from  ^  each  othen 
Beneath  thefe  fhady  walks  they  probably  converfed  of  the  great  events 
of  the  Roman  worlds.   In  this  country-feat,  the  noble  Brutus. fre-^ 

*  To  infpire  pbiloibphf. . 

quently^ 
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gently  perhaps  retired  from  his  cares,  to  enjoy  the  fociety  of  his 
Portia,  and  his  friends  ;*  and  to  hcAd  fweet  intercourfe  with  the  mighty 
dead.  Here  he  could  delight  himfelf  withitfe  beautiful  profped ;  and 
well  might  turn  his  eye  from  the  dufty  plairisPof  Rome,  that  he  might 
view  the  woody  mountains  of  Tu/culumy  on  the  left ;  or  the  hills  that 
lie  on  the  right :  beyond  which  the  high  SoraSie  rifes. 

I  was  much  lefs  intereited  by  the  vaft  remains  of  the  villa  of  Adrian. 
Much  may  ftill  be  feen  of  a  theatre ;  but  I  cannot  conjcfture  the  ufc 
of  a  fpacious  circular  place,  furrounded  by  a  lofty  wall. 

In  Italy,  the  dubious  ruins  of  antiquity  are  daringly  pronounced 
upon.  They  call  this  place  the  Naumacbia.  It  is  true  there  arc  traces 
of  feats,  for  fpedators ;  and  niches  over  them,  on  which  it  is  probable 
that  ftatues  were  placed.  Others  fuppofe  this  to  have  been  an  amphi- 
theatre ;  and  I  fliould  be  furprifed  if  a  grand  imperial  villa  had  been 
built  and  left  unprovided  with  a  place  for  the  fanguinary  fpe£tacle  of 
combats  between  wild  beads,  and  the  conflifts  of  more  murderous  mem 
But  the  ruins  of  walls  within  the  place  arc  a  proof  that  it  was  neithet 
intended  for  a  naumacbia  nor  for  art  amphitheatre. 

A  much  greater  place  was  probably  appropriated  to  racing,  or  to  a 
riding-houfe  :  or,  if  not,  it  might  ferve  for  the  exerclfing  of  the  Praeto- 
rian guard. 

Our  all-wife  antiquarians  have  not  fuffered  the  ruins  of  temples  that 
ftand  here  to  continue  lindefcribed.  Tlrcy  can  tfell  us  in  which  tribune, 
or  half  rotunda,  which  likewife  had  the  name  of  Scbola^  the  Stoics, 
or  the  Platonifts,  held  difcourfe. 

■  For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  impofllble  to  know  the  ufe  of  each  of 
thefe  divifions  :  efpecially  in  a  'building  in  which  Adrian  was  defirous 
of  coUeding  all  that  hatd  cHlefly  delighted  him  in  Greece,  Afia,  and 
Egypt.     Adrian ;  a  man  of  underftanding,  but  full  of  fantaftic  whims. 

I  thought  the  large  ruins  of  a  building  more  remarkable,  which, 

;according  to  the  inequality  of  the  ground  on  which  it  ftood,  confifted 

Cometimes  of  two  and  fometimes  of  three  flories.     The  general  opi* 

"  ^       '  &ioQ^ 
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nion,  that  it  was  inhabited  by  the  Praetorian  Cohort,  which  ferved  as 
the  body  guard,  I  confider  as  indubitable.  It  is  divided  into  high 
chambers  ;  ea^h  of  whic^^  nine  paces  long,  and  fcven  broad  Open- 
ings between  them  have  been  made,  in  modern  times :  though  for- 
merly thefe  chambers  had  no  interior  communication  with  each  other. 
The  windows  muft  have  ferved  them  for  doors ;  and,  as  there  was  a 
moat  dug  on  that  fide  of  the  building  which  had  windows,  the  foldiers 
could  only  leave  the  lower  ftory  by  pafling  oyer  a  bridge ;  and  the 
upper  by  defcending  a  ladder*  It  is  probable  that  they  were  draw- 
bridges,; and  that,  the  ladders  were  placed  at  ftated  times.  Unfortu- 
nate ages !  In  which  an  Emperor  like  Adrian,  who  was  not  a  tyrant, 
the  fuccefTor  of  the  meritorious  Trajan,  who  had  been  preceded  by  the 
good  Nerva,  was  obliged  to  take  precautions  fo  gloomy  ! 

The  walk  of  thefe  houfes  for  the  foldiers  are  doubled  ;  fo  that  there 
is  a  fmall  fpace  between  them,  aflfording  a  paflage  to  the  air.  This 
was  a  very  rational  precaution ;  and  deferves  to  be  imitated  in  our 
country,  where  the  humidity  of  th^.air  is  fo  frequently  noxious* 

The  hills  round  Tivoli  are  chiefly  covered  with  olive  trees  :  though 
other  trees  are  found,  among  them,  the  various  and  verdant  foliage  of 
which  refreflies  the  eye.  Among  them,  we  chiefly  meet  with  the 
cercis  filiquajirum :  or  Judas  tree :  on  which  I  found,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  ripe  feed  and  the  beautiful  red  flower  in  blooms  I  met  vnth 
different  plants  which  I  had  feen  no  where  elfe :  the  feeds  of  which  I 
have  colleded.  It  will  give  me  great  fatisfailion  if  fbme  of  the  many 
feeds  that  I  (hall  bring  home  with  me  Ihould  hereafta:  profper  in  Ger- 
many. My  fon  found  fome  ripe  feeds  of  the  caper;  with  the  beauti- 
ful bloom  of  which  I  hope  to  make  you  accjuainted.  Thb  feed  is  but 
feldom  met  witb,becaufe  the  buds  are  (p  c^f^efidly  pliickedv 
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LETTER    a- 

Romc»  iih  OAober  179a, 

LN  the  clmrcli  called  Trinita  dc  i  Monti^xicitxt  is  an  excellent 
painting  in  frefco,  by  Danielle  di  Volterra  j  the  fubjed  of  yrhich  is 
thedefcentof  Chrift  from  the  crofs.  It  is  thought  to  be  one  of  the 
moft  famous  paintings  in  the  world,  and  is  truly  of  extraordinary 
beauty :  particularly  the  Virgin  in  a  fwoon,  though  perhaps  (he  looks 
rather  too  much  as  if  fhe  were  dead,  and  the  beautiful  group  of  the 
weeping  women.  Still  I  confefs  that  the  defcent  from  the  crofs  in  oil 
colours,  by  the  fame  great  mafter,  which  is  in  the  poflfeflion  of  Ange* 
lica  Kauffman,  appears  to  me  of  eyen  higher  excellence.  It  is  aftonifh- 
ingly  well  preferred ;  and,  by  the  mere  aid  of  a  good  vamifli,  looks  as 
frefh  and  as  youthful  as  if  it  had  juft  been  taken  from  the  eafel  of  the 
painter. 

Of  all  the  Italian  artifts  of  the  prefent  age,  Ginova,  a  Venetian,  now 
living  at  Rome,  is  the  man  who  befl:  maintains  the  fame  of  Roman 
art.  I  know  no  fculptor  whofe  works  fo  nearly  approach  the  great 
mafter-pieces  of  antiquity ;  and  willingly  acknowledge  that  I  prefer 
fome  of  hfs  performances  to  the  admired  ftataes  of  Michael  Angelo. 
To  uncommon  afliduity  he  unites  uncommon  genius  ;  and  boldnefs  of 
conception  with  the  rare  gift  of  feizing  nature,  pure  as  fhe  is,  in  her 
moft  fignificant  attitudes,  and  moft  perfe<fl  forms.  He  is  thirty-three 
years  of  age  ;  and  his  charader,  by  all  who  know  him,  is  allowed  to 
be  dignified,  and  amiable.  The  monuments  of  the  two  laft  Popes, 
Rexzofiico  and  Gangandli^  are  both  by  his  hand. 

I  faw  many  plaifter  models  by  him,  in  his  workfhop,  and  marble 
ftatues ;  fome  begun,  and  fome  finifhed.  I  thought  a  group  of  Daeda- 
lus and  Icarus  uncommonly  beautiful.  Daedalus  has  begun  to  fallen 
the  wings  on  the  fhoulders  of  his  Ton  :  while  the  boy  turns  his  head 
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and  looks  at  them,  with  the  joyful  pleafure  of  youthful  impatience. 
The  father  confiders  his  work,  with  an  air  that  is  equally  expreffive  of 
tlie  penetrating  eye  of  the  arrtifl:  and  the  anxiety  of  the  father.  Feel- 
ings like  thefe  appear  to  mc  much  more  difficult  to  convey  than  thofe 
of  violent  pafiion  :  efpecially  becaufe,  in  the  latter,  it  will  be  more 
eafy  for  the  artift  to  deceive  in  proportion  as  it  is  difficult  to  know  . 
•what  is  th«  exadl  truth.  This  excellent  group  was  a  performance  of 
C  mova  before  he  was  eighteen. 

The  monument  of  Pope  Rezzonico,  by  him,  in  St.  Pcter^s  church, 
is  lately  completed  ;  and  eclipfes  every  other  monument  of  the  Popes,- 
in  this  church. 

In  the  church  of  St.  Jerome,  there  is  a  pi<fhire  by  Dominichino  ; 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  the  beft  in  Rome.  The  fubjedt  is  St. 
Jerome,  adminiftering  the  facrament  to  a  dying  perfon.  A  young  man 
ftands  behind  the  faint,  with  a  chalice  ;  and  a  youth,  at  the  back  of  the 
dying  perfon,  in  deep  and  fincere  afflidion.  Several  other  counte- 
nances, and  attitudes,  denote  varieties  of  grief  or  of  devotion.  The 
dying  man  appears  to  colled  his  remaining  powers  for  this  folemn 
moment ;  and  the  countenance  of  St.  Jerome  teftifies  pure  love,  and 
dignified  fandity.  Of  the  furrounding  perfons  he  has  no  knowledge. 
His  thoughts  are  fixed  on  God,  and  on  the  penitent;  whom,  in  the 
pangs  of  death,  he  wifhes  to  prepare  for  his  entrance  into  eternity. 

Nicholas  Pouffin  ufed  to  fay  that  the  Transfiguration  of  Chrift,  by 
Raphael,  this  St.  Jerome,  by  Dominichino,  and  the  Defcent  from   the  * 
crofs,  by  Volterra,  were  the  moft  beautiful  of  all  pidures  *.     Pouffin 
was  accuftomed  to  call  Dominichino  fimply  the  Painter. 

This  epithet  properly  belongs  to  none  fo  truly  as  to  Raphael.  He 
may  be  called  the  Painter  :  as  the  Greeks  frequently  called  Homer 
THE  Poet, 

*  Not  that  Defcent  from  the  crofs  which  is  now  in  the  church  of  Trinita  de  i  Monti  $ 
but  the  other,  in  oil  colours,  which  ufed  to  hang  in  the  rcfedlory  of  the  monaftcry  near 
^»c  Place  del  Popoloy  and  which  now  is  in  the  poffcffion  of  Angelica  Kaufihiann. 

The 
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The  ceiling  of  a  hall  of  the  Pala%zo  Farnefe  is  painted  by  Annibal 
Caracci ;  and  the  fubjeds  are  entirely  mythological.  It  is  excellently 
painted  ;  and  with  that  power  whith  charadlerized  this  artift  :  from 
whom  however  we  muft  not  expert  the  breathing  foul  of  Domini- 
chino,  and  ftill  lefsof  Raphael.  Caracci  was  eight  years  in  complet- 
ing this  famous  work  ;  for  which  the  proprietor  paid  him  by  the  ell. 
It  is  faid  that  the  chagrin  which  this  gave  him  occafioned  the  death  of 
the  painter. 

In  the  Villa  Doria  there  is  a  fmatl  houfe,  which  Raphael  ufed  fre*- 
quently  to  inhabit  in  fummer,  on  the  ceiling  of  the  great  chamber  of 
which  there  are  fome  paintings,  and  light  arabefc  ornaments  on  the 
walls  :  all  by  the  playful  fportive  not  to  be  miftaken  hand  of  the 
matter. 

The  prefent  pofleflTor  of  the  garden  of  this  villa  has  intended  to  lay 
it  out  in  the  manner  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  w«  are  indebted  to  him  for  a 
variety  of  plants  and  (hrubs,  and  for  many  fpacious  walks  fheltered  by 
the  branching  unlopped  trees :  but  falfe  tafte  frequently  offends  the  eye 
of  thofe  who  neither  love  a  flaming  Vefuvius  in  miniature,  nor  any 
other  fantaftic  and  no  lefs  childifh  imitations. 

Even  in  the  beautiful  garden  of  the  Villa  Borghcfe  there  are  novelties 
which  I  diflike.  Among  others,  there  is  a  fmall  farm  which  has  the 
form  and  air  of  afortrefs,  on  the  door  of  which  is  the  infcription  Otni 
tuta:  Leifure,  or  rather  Idlenefs,  fecure.  Security  in  a  fortrefs  \% 
dubious.  Idlenefs  is  not  the  charadleriftic  of  the  place  :  nor  is  a  gar- 
den its  proper  fituation. 

A  fmall  newly  eredted  ruin  is  equally  difpleafiijg.  Are  there  not 
enough  of  adlual  ruins  in  Rome  ?  Or  fliould  a  deception  of  walls 
tumbling  down  fuggeft  painful  aflbciations  to  a  m'an  who  is  taking  a 
contemplative  walk  \ 

In  the  Villa  PanfiUy  there  is  a  fpacious  pleafing  verdiant  plot  of 
ground,  furrounded  by  tall  pines  and  containing  a  whole  grove  of 
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thefe  trees*     I  never  faw  more  beautiful  weeping-willows  than  there 
are  near  a  pool,  in  this  villa* 

We  have  vifited  our  good  countryman,  Trippel,  in  his  workfliop* 
I  fay  our  countryman :  for  where  is  the  worthy  German  who  does  not 
think  it  an  honour  to  him  that  the  Swifs  are  likewife  Germans  i 

Trippel  is  highly  efteemed  in  Rome.  Among  other  grand  works 
of  this  great  ftatuary,  I  was  particularly  pleafed  with  a  Mllo  ;  repre- 
fented  at  the  moment  when  his  left  arm  is  imprifoned  in  the  cleft  of  the 
tree,  while  with  his  right  he  is  defending  himfelf  againft  an  afTaulting 
lion.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  the  artifl  would  execute  this  fubjed: 
in  large.  Few  ideas,  in  my  mind,  are  capable  of  fuch  bold  and  dig- 
nified expreilion  as  that  of  a  man,  who,  as  we  arc  told  by  hiftory,  was 
not  only  an  athletic  wreftler  but  a  great  general,  exhibited  at  the  mo- 
ment when  he  combats  a  lion  with  one  arm,  while  affaulted  by  the 
pain  which  the  quick  clofing  of  a  tree,  crufhing  His  other,  mud  infiid. 

Gmelin,  a  German,  to  an  ardent  love  of  nature,  and  a  fine  tafte  for 
reletting  the  beautiful,  adds  the  gift  of  excellently  expreffing  his 
thoughts.  He  has  vifited  .many  of  the  moft  charming  countries  of 
Italy  ;  efpecially  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  ;  which  he  has  drawn,  and 
in  part  engraved.  He  annually  publiflies  a  certain  number  of  thefe 
engravings  J  and  thus  brings  many  of  the  friends  of  nature  acquainted 
with  the  grand  features  of  Italy.  His  talents  do  him  much  honour ; 
and  his  worth  and  condud  in  life  flill  more. 
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LorettOi  i2thO£lobcr  ijgi. 

E  left  Rome  early  on  the  9th  of  Odober ;  and  came  in 
the  forenoon  to  the  former  territories  of  the  Veientes^  whofe  chief  city 
was  Veil :  which,  after  a  ten  years  fiege,  was  taken  by  the  great  Camil- 
lus ;  who  became  ftill  more  celebrated  afterward,  by  his  vidtory  over 
the  Gauls  that  befieged  the  Capitol 

We  then  pafled  through  Civita  Caficllana:  the  zncxtnt  Falifcum  t 
which  was  befieged  by  the  fame  general.  A  fchool-mafter,  who 
hoped  to  make  his  fortune  by  treachery,  frequently  led  the  principal 
youths  of  the  Falifci  out  of  the  town  ;  under  the  pretext  of  taking 
them  to  walk :  and  in  this  manner,  at  laft,  delivered  them  up  to  the 
Romans.  But  Camillus  difdained  fuch  a  conqueft.  He  tied  the  hands 
of  the  traitor  behind  him,  gave  each  of  the  boys  a  rod,  and  thus  drove 
him  back  into  the  town.  Moved  by  the  heroic  adion  of  the  Roman, 
the  Falifci  furrendered  to  Camillus  *. 

Nepetty  through  which  we  fliortly  afterward  pafled,  belonged  to 
Falifcum.  It  is  now  called  Kepu  The  Vcientcs  and  the  Falifci  were 
Etrurian  tribes :  for  ancient  Etruria  extended  much  farther,  toward  the 
fouth,  than  modern  Tufcany  does. 

About  forty  Italian  miles  from  Rome,  we  left  the  mountain  called 
San  Silvejlroy  the  ancient  Sora£le^  which  we  had  fcen  from  Rome,  be- 
hind us  on  the  right.  Though  it  is  not  very  lofty,  it  is  feen  to  a  great 
diftance  ;  becaufe  from  there  to  Rome  there  is  a  continual  declivity : 
nor  is  it  conneded  with  the  other  mountains,  which  here  terminate  the 
horizon,  but  ftands  detached.     It  rifes  on  each  fide  like  the  lower 

*  Liv.  V.  ay. 
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fedion  of  a  pyramid,  is  craggy  on  the  top,  and  has  a  refembtance  in 
its  form  to  Epomeo,  and  Mount  Vefuvius.  On  the  fide  that  we  paflfed 
there  is  a  deep  rocky  valley,  which  refembles  the  bed  of  a  crater.  Thefe 
marks  lead  me  to  (ufpcGt  that  San  Silvejlroy  io  remote  ages,  was  a  vol- 
cano. The  country  is  pleafant,  and  is  covered  with  flocks  of  an  ex* 
cellent  kind  ef  large  iheep :  but,  as  far  as  I  could  judge  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year,  the  lands  appear  to  be  ill-cultivated* 

Otricoli^  and  Narnly  are  two  ancient  towns ;  that  were  called  Ocr^ 
culuniy  and  Namia ;  and  both  belonged  to  the  UmbrL  Narnia  took  its 
name  from  the  river  Nar ;  called  by  the  modern  Italians  JVJrriZ,  and 
Negro.  It  runs  below  the  town,  the  fituation  of  which  b  high.  Im- 
mediately facing  the  town,  there  are  the  large  remains  of  a  great  ftone 
bridge  ;  one  entire  arch  of  which,  on  the  fide  next  Narni,  is  ftill  Hand- 
ing. Oppofite  to  this  is  a  half  arch  ;  and  large  remains  of  pillars  in 
the  river. 

The  ftream  meanders  through  the  fmiling  plain  j  which  is  encircled 
and  over-topped  by  the  woody  Apennines*  Looking  through  the 
(landing  arch  of  the  ancient  bridge,  which  was  the  work  of  Auguftus^ 
you  have  a  view  of  a  half-dark  valley,,  that  is  fituated  between  the 
neighbouring  mountains.  On  the  right,  there  is  a  modern  humble 
bridge ;  which,  by  its  contrail  with  the  ruins  of  its  predeceflbr,  is 
pidurefque.  Poplars  and  other  trees,  round  which  the  vine  throws 
its  tendrils,  flourilhin  the  plain. 

We  pafled  through  this  valley  on  our  road  to  Terni ;  where,  in  the 
market,  we  met  with  two  muficians  :  one  of  whom  played  on  a  man- 
doline, and  the  other  on  the  fyrinx  of  the  ancients  :  fuch  as  we  find  it 
defcribed  by  the  Poets.  We  likewife  fee  it  on  antique  ftatues,  and  bajji 
reluvi.  It  was  the  inftrument.of  fhepherds,.  of  Satyrs,  Fauns,  Pan,  and 
the  Cyclops  Polyphemus.  The  difference  that  I  remarked  between  the 
ancient  and  the  modern  fyrinx  is  that  the  former  confided  of  nine 
pipes,  of  unequal  length  ;  which  generally  were  cemented  together  by 
wax  J  and  the  latter  of  twenty-fix,  which  were  tied  to  each  other 

with 
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with  threads.  The  largeft  of  thefe  tubes  might  be  about  fix  inches 
long^  and  the  fmalleft  fcarcely  an  inch.  At  a  certain  diftance,  the 
accompanixnent  of  the  fyrinx  to  the  mandoline  was  not  amifs  :  but 
more  near  it  was  harlh,  and  ofFenfive. 

Terni  is  the  ancient  Interamna;  and  was  the  birth-place  of  the  great 
biftorian  Tacitus. 

We  hired  little  carriages^  to  vifit  the  famous  waterfall  near  Terni ; 
which  is  calkd  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  La  caduta  delle  Mar-- 
mori.  It  is  the  water  of  the  xvi^xVclino :  which  form§  a  lake,  and 
2^gain  purfuing  its  courfe  falls  into  the  Nera.  The  road  to  the  water- 
fall is  cut  in  the  rocky  mountain.  The  whole  country  much  refembles 
Switzerland :  except  that  the  tall  vine,  and  the  olive  tree  round  which 
it  twines,  are  tokens  of  the  milder  climate  of  Italy.  The  mountains 
are  wild  and  fantaftic,  yet  friendly  in  their  wildnefs ;  and  the  deep 
valley,  through  which  the  Nera  ftreams,  noify  after  its  fall,  has  fo 
many  charms  that  the  attention  is  frequently  turned  from  the  grand 
fpeftacle  of  the  cafcade  itfelf. 

The  water  falls  thundering  among  the  rocks  that  are  overfpread  with 
foliage  ;  and  its  fall  is  deeper  than  either  the  cafcade  of  Tivoli  or  the 
fall  of  the  Rhine  at  Laufen  :  but  the  latter  is  more  grand  in  its  breadth, 
more  impetuous  in  its  plenitude,  more  furging,  mifty,  and  thunder- 
ing, than  either  of  thefe  of  Italy.  The  peculiar  beauty  of  this  water- 
fall, at  Terni,  is  derived  from  the  uncommon  charms  of  the  country. 
A  few  hundred  paces  from  the  fall,  there  is  a  fmall  bye  way ;  that 
leads  among  high  walls  of  rock,  immediately  to  where  the  impetuous 
ftream  is  tumbling.  This  broad  deep  fall  is  the  largeft  in  Italy ;  and, 
if  I  am  not  miftaken,  the  fecond  in  Europe. 

Cicero  informs  us  that  M.  Curius  Dentatus,  after  he  had  conquered 
the  Sabines,  widened  the  bed  of  the  river,  in  order  to  dry  up  the 
marflies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Velinus.  Thefe  marfhes 
were  called,  after  the  little  town  of  ReaU^  the  Reatina  paludes :  or 
marfties  of  Reatc^     The  river  Velinus  derives  its  name  from  the  Greek 

word 
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word  bele :  ra  eA»  :  which  fignifies  marihes*  The  goddcfs  Veliaj  the 
ancient  Goddcfs  of  thefe  marihes,  had  a  temple  and  a  grove  defeated 
to  her,  in  the  triangle  which  is  formed  by  the  jundion  rf  the  two 
rivers. 

The  lake  of  Velinus,  from  the  Latin  word  lucus^  a-  confecrated 
grove,  is  now  called  Lagopie  di  luco:  the  lake  at  the  foot  of  the  grove. 

Thefe  mountains  arc  clothed  with  varieties  of  trees,  fhrubs,  and 
plants  ;  and  here,  as  at  the  foot  of  the  mountsdn  Bochetta,  near  Ge- 
noa, we  faw  the  beech  tre^  growing  wild. 

The  whole  way  from  Terni  to  Spoleto  is  among  the  woody  Apen« 
nines;  which  decline  immediately  as  you  approach  Spoleto ;  and  the 
country  is  univerfally  of  the  higheft  beauty.  The  kind  of  oak  which 
the  ancients  called  afculus^  and  which  Linnseus  names  the  quercus  of- 
culusy  here  attains  a  fuperior  growth.  The  bark  is  dark-coloured,  a 
little  fcaly  like  our  oak,  and  the  leaf  is  lefs.  Its  ancient  name,  4rfcuIuSy 
is  no  doubt  a  corruption  of  the  word  efculcntus :  or  eatable.  It  was 
natural  for  the  ancients  to  call  the  tree  quercus  efculentus^  the  fruit  of 
which  was  far  lefs  acrid  than  our  acorn ;  and  which  is  ftill  eaten,  in 
many  parts  of  Italy,  by  the  common  people :  who  roaft  it  in  oil.  It 
is  alfo  highly  probable  that  this  is  the  Chaonian  acorn,  which  the 
Greeks  tell  us  was  the  food  of  the  firft  men.  In  remote  ages,  before 
agriculture  was  underftood,  the  inhabitants  of  Greece  and  Italy  may 
have  preferred  this  to  other  wild  fruits. 

Terni  contains  about  nine  thoufand,  and  Spoleto  twelve  thousand, 
inhabitants.  Spoleto  early  became  a  Roman  colony ;  and  in  ancient 
times  was  called  Spoletium.  After  the  viftory  of  the  lake  of  Thrafy- 
mene,  Hannibal  attacked  the  town  ;  but  was  driven  back  with  confi- 
derable  lofs  by  the  inhabitants  :  from  which,  according  to  the  remark 
of  Livy*,  he  concluded  how  difficult  an  undertaking  it  would  be  to 
feize  on  Rome ;  fince  one  of  its  colonies  was  capable  of  fo  much  re- 
finance. 

*  Liv.  xxti.  9, 

la 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  561 

In  commemoration  of  this  fortunate  defence^  one  of  the  gates  of  the 
town  has  preferved  the  name  of  Zi^  Fuga  :  or  the  Flight. 

The  duchies  of  Spoleto  and  Benevento,  although  the  laft  is  fituatcd 
much  more  to  the  fouth,  between  Avellino  and  Capua,  were  governed 
in  the  middle  ages  by  the  fame  Princes,  whofe  names  are  not  un- 
known tohiftoryt 

There  is  a  large  and  celebrated  bridge  at  Spoleto  ;  of  which  it  is 
<ioubted  whether  it  were  the  work  of  the  Romans  or  of  the  Goths  : 
but  we  did  <iTOt  fefe  it,  for  night  approached  as  we  entered  the  town. 

This  doubt  makes  it  probable  to  me  that  it  was  built  by  fome  King 
of  the  Goths.  A  Roman  work  would  not  be  overclouded  by  the 
tJoubts  of  filence.  Italy  is  indebted  to  the  Goths  for  many  great 
works,  many  noble  inftitutions,  and  the  revival  of  agriculture;  which, 
from  the  vices  of  the  Romans  and  the  luxury  of  their  chiefs,  had 
begun  to  decay  in  the  times  even  of  the  Republic  ;  when  the  country- 
feats  and  gardens  of  their  debauched  and  infatiable  grandees  left  but 
little  land  for  the  plough.  The  devaftations  committed  by  the  Trium- 
viri, and  the  political  generofity  of  the  tyrants,  who  fupplied  the  Ro- 
man people  with  corn  from  Sicily,  Egypt,  and  the  provinces  of  Africa, 
gave  agriculture  its  laft  blow,  llie  thanks  of  Italy  are  ftill  more 
deeply  due  to  the  Goths  for  returning  calm  and  chaftity  of  manners, 
'We  have  often  been  led  to  confider  them  as  barbarians  ;  but  I  4m  of 
the  opinion  of  a  modern  Writer,  who  tells  us  that  the  time  in  which 
the  Goths  governed  Italy  was  one  of  the  moft  happy  epochas  of  this 
country. 

The  temple  of  the  Clitumnian  Jupiter  flood  between  Spoleto  and  Fo- 
ligno,  near  the  river  Clitumnus^  the'  modern  CUtonno^  in  a  very  charm- 
ing country. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  ancients  that  the.  water  of  this  river  pof- 
fefled  the  quality  of  making  the  cattle  fhiit  fed  on  its  banks  white* 
Virgil,  in  his  beautiful  eulogium  on  Italy,  fays, 
Vol.  II.  4C  Mine 
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Hinc  belhtor  equus  campofcfe  arduur  inferi  : 
Hinc  albiy  Clitumne^gregeSy  et  maxima  taurus 
ViBimOyfape  tm  perfujt  fluminefacro^ 
Romanes  ad  iempla  DeUm  dux  ere  triumphs  *. 

ViRC.  Gcorg.  ii.  145* 

The  warrior  horfe  here  bred,  is  taught  to  train  : 
There  flows  Clitumnus  through  the  flow'ry  plain  ; 
Whofe  waves,  for  triumphs  after  profp'rous  war. 
The  vi£lim  ox,  and  fnowy  flieep  prepare. 

DrtDEN^  T.  200. 

At  Foligniy  formerly  Fulginium^  an  ancient  town  of  the  Umbri^  wc 
faw  a  fiiperb  pidure,  by  Raphael,  at  the  cloifter  of  St.  Ann  ;  belongs 
ing  to  the  Francifcan  Nuns.  The  Holy  Virgin  and  the  Divine  Infant 
are  fufpended  in  the  clouds*  The  Mother  and  the  Child  are  both  full 
of  thofe  heavenly  graces  which  Raphael,  and  Raphael  only,  knew  how 
to  beftow,  John  the  Baptift  ftands  below  on  the  right ;  and  Saint 
Francis  of  AJJiJJium  kneels  by  his  fide.  Saint  Jerome  is  on  the  left 
and  lays  his  left  hand  on  the  man  for  whom  Raphael  painted  the  picf- 
ture  ;  who  kneels.  This  man,  and  the  two  Saints,  are  praying  to  the 
Child ;  each  with  a  diverfified  expreffion  of  ardent  piety.  John  the 
Baptift  raifes  his  right  arm,  and  appears  to  preach  with  animation  ;  an 
angel  ftands  in  the  middle,  in  the  form  of  a  young  winged  boy,  hold- 
ing a  fcroU  in  his  hand.  This  was  probably  the  portr^t  of  one  of  the 
children  of  the  owner  of  the  picture  j  and  may  be  reprefented  as  having 
infcribed  the  names  of  his  father  and  the  faints  in  the  book  of  life»  I 
can  conceive  no  other  ufe  for  the  fcrolK 

The  road  from  Foligni  to  Loretto  is  delightful,  by  the  numerous 
beauties  of  the  landfcapes  it  affords ;  and  we  pafled  four  poft-houfes, 

*  I  cannot  forbear  to  remind  my  young  readers  of  that  pomp  of  harmony,  which  Is  Qy 
confpicttous  in  this  line: 

jRomifWS  id  templH  dcum  dincere  trlimphos. 

at 
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at  which  we  changed  horfes,  among  the  Apennines :  the  heights  of 
which  are  here  covered  with  trees  of  various  kinds,  and  efpecially  with 
large  oaks.  In  the  deep  valleys,  we  fee  the  frcfli  verdure  of  paftures 
and  meadows,  gardens,  arable  lands,  tall  vine  plants,  and  olive  trees. 
Tlivers  and  brooks  wafli  the  mountains,  hurry  down  the  rocks,  and 
form  cafcades :  particularly  in  a  delightful  valley,  that  lies  between  Fo- 
ligni  and  Cafe  Nore.  A  part  of  the  province  of  Marca  cf"  Anconay  tlie 
ancient  Picenum^  is  very  like  the  province  of  Ombria :  but,  after  you 
have  afcended  the  eaftfide.of  the  Apennines,  the  country  then  opens  j 
though  it  is  not  flat,  but  hilly. 

The  Marca  d-jincoria  is  well  inhabited  ;  and  the  lands  are  induftri- 
oufly  cultivated.  .Thofe  travellers,  who  complain  fo  heavily  of  the 
bad  agriculture  of  the  States  of  the  Church,  appear  only  to  have  feen 
the  Campagna  di  Roma^  and  the  ftretch  of  country  between  Rome  and 
the  Tufcan  territories,  on  the  road  to  Florence, 

A  fhort  German  mile  from  Loretto,  we  pafled  through  Recanati :  a 
handfome  little  town  that  is  built  on  a  hill,  and  in  which  the  Bilhop  of 
Loretto  refides  fix  months  in  the  yean  :  The  CounciUhoufe  of  Reca-^ 
nati  is  embellifhed  with  a  large  and  beautiful  baiTo  relievo,  of  bronze  j 
reprcfentirig  the  Virgin  and  Child. 

Loretto,  a  town  containing  eight  thoufand  inhabitants,  owes  its 
origin  to  the  fanta  cafa^  or  holy  houfe :  which,  as  pious  tradition 
Klates,  was  the  fame  in  which  the  angel  Gabriel  appeared  to  the  Vir- 
gin, and  in  which,  after  the  return  of  Mary  and  Jofeph  from  Egypt, 
Chrift  continued  to  live  till  he  entered  on  his  heavenly  million.  We 
are  told  by  the  legend  that,  in  the  year  1291,  the  angels  carried  this 
boufe  from  Nazareth  to  Sclavonia  ;  and,  in  the  year  1294,  they  took 
it  from'Sclavonia,  brought  it  over  the  Adriatic,  and  fet  it  down  at  Lo-' 
retto.  It  now  ftands  m  the  principal  .church,  fencafed  in  marble  :  ox)} 
which  hiftories  from  Holy  Writ,  by  the  greateft  artifts,  are  mafterly; 
cut  in  alto  relievo.  > 

4  C  2  In 
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In  this  Sahta  Cafa,  the  fuppofed  miraculoua  image  of  the  Virgin,  a 
porringer,  out  of  which  Chrift  ufed  to  cat  when  he  was  a  child,  and  a 
gown  of  his  mother's,  are  exhibited. 

This  Hoty  Houfc  and  the  miraculous  image  bring  pilgrims  from 
the  whole  Catholic  world,  to  pay  their  homage  at  Loretto ;  many  of* 
whom  go  round  the  Holy  Houfe  on  thdr  kneea :  fo  that  the  knees  of 
the  pilgrims  have  made  deep  hollows  in  the  flooe  pavement  of  the 
church- 
There  are  fbme  beautiful  pidures,  in  a  (acrlfiy  belongiog  to  the 
church  ;  one  of  which,  the  Scuola  delle  Virginia  or  School  of  the  Vir-^ 
gins,  byGuido,  is  very  excellent.  Mary  u  feated,  furrounded  by  young; 
virgins ;  whom  fhe  is  inftru£ting  in  female  duties. 

A  Saint  Francis,  by  Barqcci,  is  a  very  good  pi^aure  :  by  whom  there 
are  feveral  other  paintings  here. 

The  famous  treafure  of  Loretto  is  preferved  in  a  great  hall ;  and 
contains  numberlefs  coftly  works,  and  prefents,  from  private  perfons. 
Kings,  and  States.  Among  the  jewels,  the  prefent  made  by  a  young 
Lord  of  Ragufa  is  confpicuous:  which  is  no  other  than  his  own  fweedy- 
fmiling  handfomely-framed  face,  painted  in  miniature. 

A  picture,  by  the  immortal  Raphael,  appears  to  nie  to  be  the  greateft 
ornament  of  the  treafury.  The  Virgin  is  about  to  cover  the  Child 
Jefus  with  a  veil ;  on  whom  ihe  looks,  with  inexpreflible  reverence 
and  affedion.  The  Child  lies  on  his  back^  fmiling  wtth  devout  bene* 
volence,  and  affefkionately  ftretches  out  both  his  arms  to  his  Mothen 
Jofeph  (lands  behind  Mary ;  fiill  of  mild  but  ferious  reflection. 

In  the  Palazzo  de  gli  ApoJioU^  in  which  Popes,  Cardinals,  and  Princes^ 
who  come  to  vifit  Loretto,  are  entertained  at  the  expoice  of  the  Santa 
Cafa,  there  is  a  little  pidure,  by  Raphael,  the  fubjed  of  which  is  John 
the  Baptift.  In  this  pidure,  John  has  the  fame  attitude  that  was 
given  him  by  Raphael  in  another  of  a  larger  fize  j  of  which  feveral 
copies  have  been  made.    One  of  thefe  copies  is  in  Florence,  another 

in 
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in  Rome,  a  third  in  Bologna,  and  a  fourth  made  a  part  of  the  late  col- 
lefkion  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans :  who  has  affumed  the  name  of  Ega- 
lite  *  :  and  which  of  thefe  four  is  the  original  is  now  difputed. 

A  Night-piece,  by  Gerardo  della  Notte,  poffeffes  much  pidturefque 
merit.  •    - 

.  In  the  difpenfary  of  Loretto,  which  appertains  to  the  Santa  Cafa, 
there  are  three  hundred  and  thirty  yafes  of  Faenza  (hewn  ;  the  paint- 
ings on  which  are  by  Julio  Romano,  and  Rafaellino  della  villa,  after 
defigns  by  the  great  Raphael :  whofe  genius  we  recognize,  on  thefe 
earthen  veflels.  Let  thofe,  who  can  admire  nothing  but  the  antique, 
vent  their  raptiires  concerning  the  vafes  of  Greece :  I  would  give  a 
whole  colledlion  of  fuch  antiquities,  did  I  poflefs  them,  for  one  of  thefe 
vafes,  embellifhed  by  Raphael. 

All  the  poor  of  Loretto  are  provided  with  medicines  gratis,  from 
this  difpenfary. 

The  annual  revenue  of  the  Santa.  Cafa  is  eftimated  at  feventy  thou- 
idnAfcudi;  and  its  annual  expenditure  at  not  lefs  than  forty  thoufand  : 
from  which  the  Bifhop,  the  Canoniciy  or  Canons,  and  the  Governor  of 
the  town  are  paid. 

Loretto  is  only  half  a  German  mile  from  the  Adriatic ;  which  may 
be  feen  from  the  Palazzo  Apoftolicoy  as  may  likewife  a  beautiful  pro« 
fpeft  on  the  land  fide.  Fortrefles  proted  the  town  againft  pirates  ;  and 
the  fhallownefa  of  the  fea-(hore  will  not  fuffer  the  approach  of  large 
ihips. 

*  This  letter  was  written  in  1 792.    T. 


LET. 
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LETTER    cm. 

Venice,  19th  Odober,  1 791. 

1  HE  fruitful  plain,  between  Loretto  and  the  fea,  is  ex- 
cellently tilled  by  the  peafants,  who  are  fubjeft  to  the  Santa  Cafa,  and 
who  live  in  fcattered  houfes.    The  hilly  country,  between  Loretto  and 
Ancona,  is  likewife  both  fertile  and  pleafant.  This  town  is  built  on  the 
hills  San  Ciriaco  and  Monte  Guafco,  and  in  the  valley  that  lies  between 
them.     The  Monte  Guafco^  which  projedls  into  the  fea,  was  called  by 
the  ancients  the  Promontory  of  Cumerum.   Ancona  was  a  fettlement  of 
the  fugitive  Syracufians  ;  who,  in  the  time  of  the^  elder  Dionyfms,  de- 
tefting  the  tyrant,  made  a  defcent  at  this  place.    They  called  the  town 
jincon,  'A^xwj'jfrom  its  angular  fituation :  this  word  fignifying  an  elbow. 
The  haven,  which  Nature  has  formed,  is  rendered  fecure  by  a  long 
molo  :  or  ftone-pier.     The  town  is  handfomely  built  j  and,  as  it  is  a 
free  port,  the  inhabitants  enjoy  a  refpedable  and  vifible  profperity. 
Biifching  ftates  its  population  at  twenty-two  thoufand  fouls :  of  whom 
he  eftimates  the  Jews  at  five  thoufand.     According  to  an  ancient  de- 
grading law,  the  Jews  are  to  wear  a  red  rag,  or  lappet,  hanging  from 
the  hat :  but  it  is  not  enforced  j  and,  as,   like  the  Portugueze  Jews, 
they  wear  no  beard,  they  are  only  diftinguifhed  from  the  Chriftians  by 
their  national  phyfiognomy :    which  ftill  continues  to  charaderize 
them,  though  they  have  now  been  fcattered  above  feventeen  hundred 
years  over  the  nations  of  the  earth.     They  only  fufFer  their  beards  to 
grow  for  eighty  days,  when  they  are  under  any  deep' afflidion. 

A  part  of  the  lower  town  was  deftroyed  by  the  Goths,  but  rebuilt 
again  by  Narfes.  Ancona  was  ravaged  in  the  tenth  century,  by  the 
Saracens.  Pope  Pius  the  Second,  who  fat  in  the  Papal  chair  from  the 
year  1458  to  1464,  repaired  the  haven.  All  religions  are  tolerated  in 
the  town.  Its  trade  continues  to  increafe,  and  is  of  fome  injury  to 
Venice.     It  is  likewife  enriched  by  the  bleaching  of  wax. 

The 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  567 

The  Exchange  af  Aiwrona  has  a  refpedUble  appearance.  In  the 
great  place,  or  fquare,  there,  is  a  (lone  ftatue  of  the  prefent  Pope,  Pius* 
the  Sixth,  of  bad  workmanlbip.  The  vifible  profperity  of  the  town 
and  the  whole  province,  which  appears  from  the  manjr  new  and  well- 
built  houfes,  and  the  exfcellent  high  roads  that  are  the  work  of  the 
Pope,  arc  proofs  that  he  defervesthis  public  teftimony  of  afFedion* 

There  is  a  beautiful  triumphal  arch  of  marble,  oa  the  molo ;  which 
wa*  erected  to  Trajan,  in  the  year  112. 

The  road  from  Ancona  leads  through  a  pleafant  country,  on  the 
fliores  of  the  Adriatic  ;  and  pafles  through  feveral  towns,  Senigaglia 
was  built  by  the  Gauls.  The  buildings  are  good,  and  the  fair  it  holds, 
to  which  traders  refort  from  moft  parts  of  Italy,  contributes  refpedably 
to  its  fupport. 

About  four  Italian  miles  before  we  came  to  Fano,  we  paffed  the 
river  Metaro:  the  Metaurus  of  the  ancients :  or,  as  Horace  calls  it, 
the  Metaurum.  On  the  banks  of  this  river,  the  Carthaginians  fuffered 
the  famous  defeat  in  which  their  General,  Afdrubal,  who,  like  his  bro- 
ther, Hannibal,  had  marched  over  the  Alps,  to  the  aid  of  the  latter, 
loft  his  life.  By  this  battle,  the  fate  of  Carthage,  and  of  Rome,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  determined. 

In  Roman  times,  Fano  was  called  Fanum  Fortuna  t  becaufe  here 
there  was  a  temple  to  Fortuna. 

Pefaroy  the  ancient  Pifaurum^  is  fituated  like  both  the  above  townsy 
in  the  duchy  of  Urbino.  This  was  the  native  province  of  Raphael  y 
who  was  called  Rafaelle  d 'Urbino,  from  the  town  in  which  he  was 
born.  In  the  year  of  Rome  568,  1&4  years  before  Chrift,  the  Ro- 
mans fent  a  colony  to  Pifaururru  The  river  on  which  it  was  built 
was  formerly  called  the  Pifaurus :  now  La  Foglia.  The  town  is  fitu* 
ated  on  the  fea  fhore :  but  its  port  will  fcnly  admit  fmall  craft ;  and  con^ 
fequently  it  has  but  little  trade.  As  the  Cardinal  Legate  however  of 
the  duchy  of  Urbino,  and  about  fifty  noble  families,  make  it  their 
place  of  refidence,  Pefaro  preferves  a  refpeftable  appearance,  is  well 

built^ 
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built,  and,  according  to  a  late  eftimate,  contains  ten  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred inhabitants. 

The  province  of  Romagna  begins  at  Catolica  :  which  is  the  firft  poft 
after  Pefaro.  In  ancient  times,  it  conftituted  a  part  of  Umbria.  Cato- 
lica was  fo  called  from  the  Catholic  Bifliops,  who  met  at  this  place,  at 
the  time  that  the  Council  was  held  in  Rimini,  in  the  year  359,  bc- 
caufe  they  were  diflatisfied  with  that  aflembly ;  in  which  it  had  at 
fivft  appeared  as  if  the  Arians  would  have  maintained  the  fuperiority. 
As  this  Council  was  called  by  the  Emperor  Conftans,  who  favoured  the 
Arians,  four  hundred  bifhops  came  tp  it  from  the  weft :  who,  contrary 
to  the  hopes  of  the  Emperor,  declared  in  favour  of  the  creed  of  the 
Council  of  Nice. 

Rimini  was  formerly  called  Ariminum ;  and  its  founding  is  afcribed 
to  the  Umbri,  a  people  of  uncertain  origin.  The  Senones,  a  tribe  of 
the  Gauls,  were  once  in  poffeflion  of  it :  but  in  the  year  of  Rome  463, 
or  289  years  before  Chrift,  they  were  expelled  by  the  northern  Umbri. 
In  the  year  of  Rome  485,  or  267  before  Chrift,  the  Romans  fent  a  co- 
lony to  Ariminum.  When  the  three  laft  Triumvirs,  Antony,  Oftavianus, 
and  Lepidus,  fhared  eighteen  Italian  towns  with  their  territories  like 
conquered  lands  among  their  foldiers,  Odavianus  fent  a  new  co- 
lony here.  Whether  the  great  marble  bridge,  over  the  river  Ariminusy 
which  is  now  called  Mareccbia^  and  which  flows  before  the  town,  was 
built  by  him,  or  by  his  fucceflbr  Tiberius,  is  uncertain :  but  it  ftill  is 
paffable,  and  is  a  great  work.  Beyond  the  town  there  is  a  triumphal 
arch  ;  that  was  eredled  to  Auguftus,  as  the  founder  of  the  colony. 

On  the  road  between  Catolica  and  Rimini,  we  faw  the  little  town 
of  San  Marino  ;  fituated  high  upon  a  mountain,  on  our  left.  This 
fmall  free  ftate  would  be  more  celebrated  than  great  nations,  were  vir- 
tue and  innocence,  rather  than  the  fplendour  of  vice,  the  admiration  of 
men.  Like  the  little  Swifs  Republic  of  Gerfau,  its  whole  pofleflions 
confift  of  a  fingle  mountain.  The  diameter  of  its  territory  is  a  Ger- 
man mile.     A  builder,  who  came  from  Dalmatia  in  the  beginning  of 
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the  fixth  century,  continued  to  labour  thirty  years  at  the  rebuilding  of 
Rimini :  after  which  he  retired,  and  lived  as  a  hermit  on  this  moun- 
tain. But,  greatly  as  he  defired  repofe,  the  fame  of  his  fandiity  attraded 
young  people  to  him,  and  a  Princefs  gave  him  the  mountain  as  a  pre- 
fent,  on  which  he  here  founded  a  little  free  State, 

As  the  refidence  of  its  citizens  was  founded  on  a  rock,  fo  did  he 
lay  the  bafis  of  his  artlefs  dignified  code  on  the  Evingelifts.  The  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Republic  is  very  fimple.  Each  hqufe  fends  a  deputy 
to  the  great  aflembly  of  the  citizens.  The  Executive  Power  refides  in 
the  Council  of  Sixty ;  one  half  of  which  is  chofen  from  the  Nobles.  A 
majority  of  two^thirds  is  required,  before  a  conclufive  vote  can  pafs. 
Every  two  months  this  Council  choofes  two  Capitani':  who  are  in  mi- 
niature what  the  Cqnfuls  were  at  Rome,  The  Judge  and  the  Phyfi- 
cian  muft  both  be  ftrangers  ;  and  are  eleded  once  in  three  years. 

The  people  of  San  Marino  are  fo  attentive  to  the  education  of  their 
children  that  they  hold  the  office  of  fchoolmafter  in  great  refpedl* 

They  have  only  once  made  war.  In  the  15th  century,  they  took 
part  with  Pope  Pius  the  Second  againft  Sigifmuiid  Malatefta,  Lord  of 
Rimini.  The  Pope  made  them  a  prefent  of  four  fortreffes,  but  they 
refufed  to  enlarge  their  territories.  In  the  year  1 740,  fome  malcon- 
tents invited  Pope  Clement  the  Twelfth  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  town ; 
and  he  fent  the  Cardinal  Alberoni,  to  make  enquiries  whether  the 
majority  of  the  people  were  inclined  to  renounce  their  freedom.  Albe- 
roni truly  informed  him  that  only  a  part  of  them  had  any  fuch  incli- 
nation, and  the  Pope  was  jufk  enough  to  leave  them  in  the  undifturbed 
enjoyment  of  their  liberties,  which  they  ftill  continue  to  enjoy.  Cele- 
brated for  their  equity  and  the  fimplicity  of  thdr  manners,  they  defpife 
trade :  for  they  'do  Aot  honour  wealth,  but  chiefly  fubfift  on  the  pro- 
duce of  their  lands  j  which,  although  the  mountain  is  frequently  covered 
with  fnow  for  three  months,  ftill  produce  generous  wine  and  ex- 
cellent fruits. 

In  want  of  fprings,  they  are  obliged  to  ufe  the  water  that  is  kept  in 
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thecifterns.  The  young  men  induftriouflyexercife  themfelves  in  arms. 
Amid  all  the  commotions  by  which  Italy  was  diftradied  In  the  middle 
ages,  Princes  and  Free  States  continued  to  refpe£l  their  virtue,  and  their 
love  of  peace  ;  nor  were  they  once  attacked*  When  this  little  nation 
writes  to  the  Republic  of  Venice,  the  addrefs  on  their  letters  is  Alia 
nqfira.carijfima  forella^  la  ferenijfima  Republica  di  Ventvsia :  To  our 
dearly  beloved  fifter,  the  moft  ferene  Republic  of  Venice. 

Rivini,  Savignana,  Cefena,  Forli,  and  Faenza,  are  all  well-built 
towns.  The  bridges  are  excellent ;  and  the  inns,  not  only  better  thaa 
are  to  be  found  any  where  elfe  in  Italy,  but,  are  really  good.  The 
fertile  country  is  well  cultivated,  and  the  province  is  vifibly  profperous. 
Cefena  is  a  very  ancient  town  :  the  Romans  called  it  Cafena*  The 
nobles  have  ereded  a  ftatue  of  bronze  in  front  of  the  Cafiao.  or  the 
houfe  in  which  they  aflemble,  to  the  prefent  Pope  j  who  is  a  native  of 
Cefena. 

Between  Savignano  and  Cefena,  we  crofled  the  Rubico/i  j  which,  ia 
early  times,  feparated  Italy  from  GauL  By  an  ancie.nt  law,  any  Ro- 
man commander,  who,  with  a  legion,  a  cohort,  .pr  anv  fmall  band  of 
armed  men,  fliould  pafs  this  ftream,  was  declared  ai^  enemy  to  his 
pduntry.  Caefar  pafled  it  with  his  army,  when  he  marched  to  Rome ; 
intending  to  enflate  the  Romans.  At  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century,  a  Pope  built  a  bridge  over  the  Rubicon;  where  he  placed  a 
ftone  table^  with  the  ancient  law:  and,  oppoflte  to  that,  a.  modem 
inlcription. 

The  people  of  Rimini  affirm  the  \yid5  livig^^MarQcchia  tp  bp  the 
ancient  Rubicon  j  and  the  Italians  warmly  contend  for  fuch.  kiud  of 
vifionary  preferences :  fq  th^^t  the  very  commoo  pepple  t^^^ij^^  in  . 
thefe  literary;  (lifj)utes,  and  cherifh  their  patriotic  vanity. 

We  travelled  for  a  confiderable  time  upon  the  ancient  ^B[iiliaa 
V99LJ  :  fo  called  after  ^milius  Scaurus.  who  was  conful  with  Cae^ilius 
Metellus ;  ia  the  year  of  Rome  630. 

The  art  of  inal^p^.  ^i:^l\f  ^.  ware»  in  ioutajjpo.  of-  por^^I^  /^^ 
/'.   ^'   "    '""   '  '   "    -•"■  "  ■ '".%ft 


TRAVELS  OF  COUNT  STOLBERG.  571 

firft  difcovered  at  Faenza.     A  native  of  this  place  found  clay  near, 
Nevers,  in  France^  which  greatly  refembled  the  clay  of  Faenza ;  ancl 
introduced  th^  art  to  that  kingdom  :  calling  the  pottery,  which  the, 
Italians  had  before'  called  Majolica^  Fayence ;   in  honour  of  his  native 
place. 

The  ancient  name  of  Faenza  was  Faventia.  Carbo,  one  of  the  par- 
tifans  of  Sylla,  fufFered  a  defeat  here ;  and  was  driven  out  of  Italy^ 

Imola  is  built  in  a  fmiling  plain  ;  and  was  founded,  by  a  King  of 
the  Lombards,  on  the  place  where  formerly  the  Forum  Cornelii  ftood  : 
which  was  fo  called,  after  Sylla,  who  was  of  the  family  of  the  Cornelii 

After  the  expulfion  of  the  Lombards,  the  people  of  Bologna  fub- 
jefted  this  town  ;  and  it  had  different  rulers,  the  laft  of  whom  was  the 
tyrant  Caefar  Borgia :  who  was  depofed  by  Pope  Julius  the  Second. 
There  was  once  a  fociety  of  the  Literati  in  Imola>  who  flourifhed  un- 
der the  title  of  Li  Indujlrioft :  or  The  Affiduous. 

The  fertility  and  a<aive  cultivation  of  the  country  did  not  ceafe  with 
the  government  of  the  Bolognefe.  We  mud  afcribe  the  partial  and 
falfe  accounts,  given  by  many  travellers,  to  the  erroneous  ideas  that 
they  had  conceived  of  the  States  of  the  Church  j  and  which  have  even 
been  propagated  by  Bufching. 

Speaking  of  the  States  of  the  Church,  this  author  fays : 

"  When  we  recoiled  that  the  papal  territory  includes  much  fertile 
"  and  excellent  land,  poffeffes  great  requifites  for  trade,  is  provided 
"  with  good  ports  on  the  Adri?itic  and  Mediterranean  feas,  that  the  . 
"  Pope  moreover  draws  confiderable  fums  from  other  countries,  that 
"Rome  is  vifited  by  ftrangers,  who  there  expend  their  money,  that 
"  the  fandity  of  the  Pontiff's  perfon  and  charafter  exceeds  that  of  any 
"  other  perfon  and  is  confidered  by  his  fubjeds  as  favoured  by  Heaven, 
**  vrc  might  well  have  fuppofed  that  no  States  i?vould  have  been  fo 
"  flourifliing'ahd  happy  as  thqfe  he  governs.  But  the  dired  contrary 
"  is  the  fa6t.  The  land  is  ill  cultivated,  the  country  is  very  poor,  and 
•^  it  is  JnfufHciently  provided  with  inhabitants.     Trade  and  manufac* 
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"  tures  are  confined  to  the  towns  of  Bologna  and  Ancona^  SenigagKa- 
"  and  Pefaro  excepted.  If  God  (fid  not  give  the  people  dates,  figs^ 
•*  olives,  and  various  fruits,  gratuitoufly,  without  their  care  or  trouble,, 
"  and  did  he  not  provide  them,  requiring  little  of  their  labour,  with 
"bread  and  wine,  they  muft  through  their  own  ncgled  die  of  hunger.'** 

If  the  inhabitants  lived  on  dates  and  figs,  or  on  thofe  fruits  whieh 
require  but  little  care  and  labour,  they  muft  indeed,  as  Mr.  Bufching- 
fays,  foon  die  of  hunger.  Throughout  the  States  of  the  Churchy  I  have 
met  only  with  a  few   of  the  date-bearing  palm  in  Terracina,  and  a- 
fi:ngle  tree  in  Rome.     In  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  I  £aw  fran  twelve  to. 
fifteen  ;  and  about  forty  in  Sicily.     The  date  feldbm  ripens  even  ia 
this  ifland,  and  in  Reggio  ;  and  the  tree  is  planted  rather  for  pleafure 
than  profit.     Almonds  conftitute  a  confiderabje  part  of  the  food  of 
the  two  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily.     In  the  country  round  Rome,, 
they  are  not  produced  in  fufficient  quantities  for  the  fupply  of  this  large 
city ;  and  farther  toward  the  north  they  are  only  to  be  found  in  gar- 
dens.    I  grant  that  the  grape  requires  lefs  care  here  than  in  Germany  l 
yet  the  vine-dreflers  of  thefe  countries  have  much  trouble  in  cultivat- 
ing theijr  vineyards,  and  preparing  their  wine. 

I  have  fcarcely  met  with  lands  better  cultivated  in  the  Terra  di  La-- 
vorojor  in  the  Bergjlrajfe  of  the  Palatinate,  than  in  the  province  of 
Romagna ;  and  no  where  fo  many  well-built  and  flourifliing  towns  as 
in  the  Marquifate  of  ^Ancona^  and  in  Romagna. 

That  the  States  of  the  Church  are  capable  of  improvement,  and  that 
they  are  favoured  by  climate  and  fituation,  lying  as  they  do  between 
the  two  feas,  I  readily  grant.  Many  of  the  Popes  have  been  weak 
and  fome  tyrannical  governors.  Mpft  of  them  were  old^  when  they 
were  ele£ted ;  and  were  in  hafte  to  enrich  their  nephews,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  country.  Ambition  and  vanity  have  frequently  induced 
them  either  to  deftroy,  or  to  neglea,^the  works  begun  by  their  prede- 
ceflbrs.  The  great  quantity  of  mC'hafteries  is  injurious  to  the  country 
m  more  refpeds  than  one,  as  Mn  Bufching  very  juftly  remarks;  and 
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it:  is  equally  true  that  the  numerous  pilgrimages^  by  which  it  was  for- 
merly enriched^ are  now  become  injurious:  becaufe  moft  of  the  pil- 
grims are  beggars.  But,  as  the  Catholic  religion  confiders  thefe  pik 
grimages  as  meritorious,  and  as  the  States  of  the  Church  draw  fuch 
confiderable  fums  from  fo  many  Catholic  countries,,  it  is  but  juft  that 
they  fhould  maintain  the  pilgrims.  Befidc  that,  though  they  beg,, 
they  Gonfume  all  they  get  in  the  country  ;  and  do  not  return  home 
enrichedc  The  lazy  pilgrims  of  the  country  itfelf  are  its  chief 
burthen,. 

The  numerous  feftival  days  have  been  decried  by  perfons  who  did. 
nat  know  that,.  Sunday  excepted,  fuch  feftivals,  or  holidays,  are  days 
of  labour  in  Italy.     One  day  of  reft  in  the  week  is  to  be  honoured,, 
as  of  divine,  inftitution.  If  the  labours  and  cares  of  providing  for  their 
fubfiftence  were  never  interrupted,,  the  oppreffed  poor  would  forget 
their  God ;.  and,,  alike  unfandlified  and  incapable  of   giving  or  of 
receiving  pleafure,  they  would  rather  referable,  beafts  of  burthen  thaa 
beings,  created,  for  eternity.. 


The  hills  near  Bologna,  are  coveced  with  country^houfes,  gardens^ 
and  fmall  groves ;  which  give  them  a  charming  appearance^.  We: 
arrived  early  enough*  at  Bologna  to  revifit  fome  of  the  pi^res,. 
which,  ia  the  autumn  of  the  year  before,  had'  afforded  us  fo  mucK. 
enjoy  ment. 

It  is  remarkable  to  obferve  how  the  Appennine8^.fromrSpoIeto  and 
Foligno,  divide  Italy  into  two  diflind  countries:  Upper,  and  Lawen. 
Before  you  come  to  Loretto,.  the  country  is  flats  Th&  plains^  begin  at' 
Rimini }  and^  extend  through  all  Lombardy,  to  the  foot  of  the^tower^^ 
ing  Alps«  As  the  country  changes,  fo  do  the  phyfiognomiea  acid  en^ 
tire  forms  of  the  people  change :  though  the  differences  are  not  vtry.- 
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dtftind  till  you  come  to  the  German  fide  of  Bologna ;  and  indeed^  till 
you  arrive  at  that  city,  you  always  fee  a  link  of  plealing  woody  hills 
on  the  left. 

In  like  manner,  we  found  the  cattle  beginnihg  to  differ,  both  in  kind 
and  colour,  from  the  cattle  of  the  fouthern  provinces.  They  are  no 
i>  longer  of  fo  light  a  grey ;  but  fome  of  them  are  red,  and  moft  of  them 
of  a  mixed  colour.  The  fwinc,' which  through  all  lower  and  middle 
Italy  were  black,  are  in  thefe  provinces  red.  The  men  have  lefs  ani- 
mation ;  and,  as  the  rich  ftreams  of  life  are  here  lefs  glowing,  tliey^ 
more  frequently  indulge  themfelveS  in  theufe  of  wine. 

Between^  Bologna  and  Fferrara,  yoir  meet  with  no  hills ;  much  lefs 
mountains.  Strengthened  and  fed  by  the  fat  foil,  both  man  and  bead 
here  Begin  to  have  lefe  of  the  fire  of  the  South ;  and  fomewhat  more, 
fliall  I  fay  of  northern  phlegm ;  or  of  northern  thought  ? 

Between  Bologna  and  Ferrira,  you  would  imagine  yourfelf  in  the 
marfhy  countries  near  the  Elbe;  in  Hanover,  and  Holfteid  j  or  in  the 
Weftphalian  diftri&s,  that  lie  between  Bremen  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Wefer.  Tou  meet  with  the  fame  kind  of  fertile  meadow  lands, 
fimilar  cattle^  trees  loaded  with -apptesi-vralnut  trees  of  a  like  appear- 
ance, and  plump-looking  people  living  in  fcattered  houfes.  As  you 
travel  along  the  Reno  and  beyond  it,  you  find  thofc  kind  of  high 
caufeways  of  ftiff  clay,  which  the  people  of  the  Netherlands  call  dykes. 
The  ntuncrous,  poplars,  and  vines  that  fpriad  from  tree  to  tree,  appear 
defirous  of  reminding  you:  that  you  ftill  really  are  in  Italy ;  though  it 
is  what  you  can  fcarcely  believe. 

The  little  iown  of  Cenco^'twenty  Italian  miles  from  Bologna,  and 
the.  fame  diftanre  from  Feitara,  belongs  to  the  Bolognefe  territory ; 
and  was  the. native  place  of  th«^  painter  Giovinni  Francefco  Barbieri, 
who  is  fo-well  known  by  the- name  of  Guercino  da  Cento.  He  was 
called  Guercino  becaufe  he^fqurnted:  for  Guercino  and  Guercio  both 
mean  to  fqulnt.^    He  was  born  in  the  year  1 590,  and  died  in  i666. 

In 
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In  the  churches  of  Cento  pi^ures  arc  met  with  by  him,  p>'nd  his 
matter  Giufeppe  Gennaro.  Guercino  was  an  ornament  to  the  Bolo- 
gnefe  fchool. 

The  circumference  of  Ferrara  is  more  than  a  German  mile  j  and  it 
is  confequently  reckoned  among  the  largeft  cities  of  Italy.  It  was 
founded  by  an  E:icarch  in  the  fixth  century.  Thefe  Exarchs  refided 
at  Ravenna ;  and  were  appointed  to  govern  the  northern  province, 
vhicii  rematped  under  the  dominion  of  the  Emperors  of  the  Eaft. 

The  univerfity  was  founded  by  the  Emperor  Frederic  the  Second  ; 
and  was  intended  to  rival  the  univerfity  of  Bologna.  Theobaldo, 
Duke  of  Efte,  held  Ferrara  with  its  territory,  which  was  a  Marquifate, 
of  Pope  John  the  Twelfth,  toward  the  end  of  the  tenth  century. 
Paul  the  Second  increafed  the  dignity  to  a  Dukedom.  Ferrara  became 
one  of  the  moft  flourifliing  towns  of  Italy  under  the  Houfe  of  Efte. 
After  the  death  of  Alphonfus  the  Second,  Pope  Clement  the  Eighth, 
iathe  year  1598,  feized  on  this  country  ;  which  ought  to  have  de- 
fcended  to  the  Houfe  of  Modena,  as  a  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Efte. 

.  Since  ferrara  has  no  longer  been  governed  by  its  own  Princes,  it  hag 
greatly  declined.  The  prefent  circumference  of  this  depopulated  city, 
which  now  fcarcely  contains  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants,  is  a  proof  of 
itft.  former  grandeur.  The  ftreets  are  broad,  but  the  houfes  are  ill- 
built*  An  arm  of  the  Po  flowed  near  Ferrara,  which  has  been  dried 
up^;  becaufe  of  the  frequent  inundations,  which  laid  the  lands  wafte 
aad  rendered  the  air  unhealthy.  It  is  probable  that  the  Dukes  for- 
merly were  careful  to  keep  the  bed  clear,  and  its  courfe  into  the  fea 
uuia^errupted.  To  dry  up  a  river,  the  mouth  of  which  is  fo  ncar> 
appears  k  is  true  to  be  a  hk  but  a  defperate  remedy. 

x.Th^ootfide  of  the  cathedral  is  in  the  extreme  of  the  Gothic  ftyle ;, 
poor,  but  fantaflical !  Withih,  it  is  beautiful ;  fi-om  the  alterations  which 
fue^eeding  ages  have  made. 

cThe  great  Ajdofto  ia  buriod  ia  the  church  of  San  Benedetto ;  and  a 
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beautlfiil  marble  monument  is  erefted  to  his  memory,     Taflb  lilcewife 
lived  fcveriil  years  in  Ferrara. 

Five  Italian  miles  from  Ferrara,  we  pafled  the  Po  by  a  ferry.  Here, 
near  its  mouth  this  river  is  a  pov^erful  ft  ream  ;  and  appears  to  be 
about  the  fame  width  as  the  Rhine,  at  DiifFeidorf.  Some  leagues 
afterward,  we  alfo  pafled  the  Etfch ;  or  the  Adige ;  the  breadth  of 
which  is  here  oonfiderable.  The  ozier  grows  on  the  banks  of  both 
tliefe  rivers  ;  by  the  fide  of  which  there  were  houfes  thatched  with 
reeds,  which  was  the  firft  time  that  I  had  feen  thatch  of  any  kind  in 
Italy.  The  road  leads  over  high  caufeways ;  below  which  the  fat  cat- 
tle pafture,  in  luxuriant  meadows*  The  clothing  of  the  people,  their 
countenances,  and  the  domeftic  management  of  the  houfes,  rather 
refcmble  thofe  of  the  Netherlands  than  of  Italy :  except  that  there  are 
arcades  before  the  houfes,  though  frequently  only  on  one  fide  of  the 
way.  Thefe  arcades,  which  were  introduced  by  the  Tyrrheni, 
the  former  inhabitants  of  Tufcany,  are  at  prefent  much  more  fre- 
quently found  in  Lombardy. 

Rovigo  is  the  chief  town  of  the  province  of  Polefino ;  which, 
nearly  three  hundred  years  ago,  was  taken  from  the  Dukes  of  Ferra- 
ra by  the  Venetians.  The  peafantry  of  this  country,  wliich  is  £imed 
for  its  profperity,  live  in  worfe  huts  than  the  peafants  of  the  territories 
of  Bologna  and  Ferrara ;  which  belong  to  the  States  of  the  Church. 

Monte  Celefe,  that  lies  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  on  which  a  for- 
trefs  is  built,  appertains  to  Padua.  From  this  place  to  Padua,  the  road 
proceeds  along  a  dam,  by  the  lide  of  a  canal ;  and,  at  this  feafbn  of  the 
year,  is  very  bad.  We  met  with  waggons  that  were  loaded  .with  grapes, 
and  that  were  drawn  by  from  fix  to  eight  pair  of  ftrong  oxen.  The 
cattle  and  horfes  here  are  very  large,  for  they  are  well  paftured.  From 
the  condition  of  the  cattle,  conclufions  may  in  general  be  fafely  drawn 
concerning  the  profperity  of  the  people.  On  each  fide  of  the  canal, 
vre  faw  many  country  ieata,  great  fertility  of  paftwrage,  vineyards, 

trees. 
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trees,  white  poplars  of  an  cxtrjiordioarjr  fize,  and  weeping-willows  that 
for  beauty  even  excel  thofe  of  the  villa  Pamfili,  at  Rome, 

Padua^  which  the  Italians  pronounce  Padova,  was  formerly  called 
Patavium ;  and  is  one  of  the  moft  ancient  towns  of  Italy.  Virgil 
afcribes  its  origin  to  the  Trojan  hero,  Antenor ;  who,  according  to 
tradition,  came  to  Italy  after  the  deftru£tion  of  Troy  *. 

Padua  was  the  native  place  of  the  great  hiftorian  Livy.  This 
^Uthpr  tells  us  that  Cleonymus,  King  of  the  Spartans  t>  who  made  a 
defcent  for  plunder  on  thefe  coafts,  was  repulfed  by  the  people  of  Pa- 
tavium ;  and  that,  in  his  time,  there  was  an  annual  commemoration 
of  the  vidory,  withr  the  reprefentation  of  a  combat  on  the  water, 
which  was  exhibited  on  the  river  that  bathes  the  city. 

Padua  was  early  the  ally  of  Rome.  It  was  deftroyed  by  Alarick ; 
and  burned  by  Attila,  and  the  inhabitants  driven  into  the  marfh. 

Charlemagne  was  its  reftorer,  after  whom  it  was  governed  by  Po- 
ileflas* 

Ezzellino,  the  fcourge  of  this  whole  country  and  the  chief  of  the 
Ghibelines,  fubjeded  Padua.  A  crufade  was  undertaken  againft  this 
tyrant ;  he  being  an  enemy  to  the  Pope ;  and  the  Princes  and  cities  of 
,Lombardy  took  the  field  againft  him,  made  him  a  prifoner,  and  he  died 
in  chains,  in  the  year  1 259. 

After  his  death,  the  people  of  Padua  for  a  time  maintained  their 
freedom  ;  but  again  fell  into  flavery,  and  were  governed  by  the  houfe 
of  Carrara.  In  the  year  1406,  the  city,  and  its  territory  were  con- 
quered by  the  Venetians. 

In  ancient  times,  games  were  celebrated  in  Patavium  every  thirty 
years ;  of  which,  according  to  TacitusJ,  Antenor  was  the  founder, 
and  at  which  tragedies  were  reprefented. 

Padua,  like  Ferrara,  was  formerly  more  populous  than  it  is  at  prc- 
fent.  We  cannot  wonder  at  the  increafe  of  thefe  and  other  towns  in 
the  fourteenth  century  j  for  they  were  peopled  in  part  at  the  expence 

*  Virg.  JEn.  i.  24 A  f  I^*^-  '"!>•  ^«  c.  a.     ■  %  Annal.  xvi.  21. 
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of  Rome:  the  inhabitants  of  which,  while  the  Popes  refided  at  Avi- 
gnon, were  reduced  to  the  number  of  twenty  thoufand,  Padua  is  now 
fuppofed  to  contain  forty  thoufand  fouls. 

Padua  boafts  of  being  the  nurfing-mother  and  tutorefs  of  the  proud 
Venice ;  to  which  young  city  it  fent  Magiftrates,  and  Judges,  at  the 
time  when,  laying  its  foundations  on  the  little  illands  where  it  (lands, 
it  offered  a  fecure  retreat  to  the  numerous  Italians,  who  fled  from  the 
defolating  Attila.  In  the  mean  while,  Padua,  if,  after  a  lapfe  of  cen- 
turies, it  can  confole  itfelf  for  the  lofs  of  its  often-interrupted  indepen- 
dence, may  efteem  itfelf  happy  under  the  government  of  a.  powerful 
Republic  ;  that  knows  how  to  proteift  its  territories,  and  that  is  ho- 
noured for  the  mildncfs  and  the  wifdom  with  which  it  rules. 

The  Church  of  St.  Juftina  is  large,  handfome,  and  ornatnented  with 
an  excellent  picture  by  Paul  Veroncfe ;  the.fubjedt  of  which  is  the 
martyrdom  of  the  Saint  to  whom  the  church  is  dedicated. 

In  the  Church  of  Saint  Auguftin,  we  faw  John  the  Baptift,  by  Guido; 
which  is  one  of  the  moll  perfed  pidures  of  this  great  matter.  Pro- 
teftants  are  buried  in  the  cloifter  of  the  church;  and  monuments 
erected  to  their  memory  even  in  the  portico. 

The  Church  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua,  the  patron  of  the  city,  by 
whom  the  Italians  fo  frequenty  fwear,  and  whofe  name  they  fo  often 
invoke  when  they  undertake  any  arduous  tafk,  is  Vifited  by  the  mod 
devout  of  the  pilgrims. 

Near  the  Palazzo  Fofcari  is  a  church  belonging  to  that  family  ;  the 
walls  of  which,  from  top  to  bottom,  are  embelliflied  with  the  frefco 
paintings  of  Giotto  ;  one  of  the  earlieft  of  the  Italian  painters.  He 
was  born  in  the  year  1276,  and  died  in  1336;  and  Vefpignano,  in 
Tufcany,  was  the  place  of  his  birth.  Cimabue,  a  native  Greek,  who 
with  other  Greeks  had  been  fent  for  by  the  Senate  of  Florence,  that 
they  might  introduce  the  art  of  painting  to  Italy,  found  the  young 
Giotto,  who  was  a  goatherd,  drawing  the  figure  of  that  animal  on  a 
ftonc.    Cimabue  took  the  boy  with  him  to  Florence,  at  which  city  he 

foon 
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foon  figiialized  himfelf.  In  the  pidlures  of  this  church,  we  fee  the 
mind  of  the  man  combating  with  the  rudenefs  of  early  art.  After  the 
manner  of  the  painters  of  thofe  times,  his  genius  defcends  to  the  low 
comic,  even  when  the  fubjefl  is  ferious ;  as  is  vifible  in  his  reprefenta- 
tion  of  hell.  Still  however  his  pidures  prove  he  poflefled  genius. 
He  likewife  was  a  fculptor,  and  an  architect. 

.  In  the  open  place  before  this  church  the  bronze  equcftrian  ftatue  of 
the  Venetian  General,  Gattamelata,  is  ereded  by  the  Republic.  The 
gpeat  ancient  hall^  in  the  Council-houfe,  is  remarkable  :  its  figure  is  a 
rhomboidof  a  hundred  and  fixteen  paces  in  length,  and  thirty-eight  in 
breadth  J  and  it.is  wainfcoted  with  an  internal  roof  terminating  in  a 
point.  The  walls  above  and  below  are  painted  without  choice  of  fub- 
jeft.  The  buft  of  Livy,  which  is  antique,  is  interefting.  Near  it  is 
the  buft  of  Dondi ;  who.  was  fur  named  Orologio.  He  was  a  native  of 
Padua,  lived  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  invented 
a  clock  which  defcribed  the  courfe  of  the  fun  and  the  moon,  and  the 
changes  of  the  latter.  In  this  hall  there  is  a  ftone,  on  which  debtors 
nfed  formerly  to  fit  j  as  an  avowal  that  they  could  not  fatisfy  their  ere* 
ditors. 

The  Univerfity  was  founded  by  Frederic  the  Second  in  the  year 
12:22  J  and  became  fo  famous  that  ftudents  were  fent  thither  from  all 
parts  of  Europe.     The  great  Galileo  here  taught  geometry  ;  and  the 
.njLimber  of  ftudents  in  former  times  confifted  of  eighteen  thoufandi 

This  foundation  was  favoured  by  the  Republic  of  Venice  ;  which 
thus  excited  the  favourable  zeal  of  the  fcholars,  who  kept  the  citizens, 
that  had  unwillingly  renounced  their  independance  in  awe.  The  num- 
ber of  ftudents  at  prefent  is  only  fix  hundred.     The  Republic  expends, 
v^ry  much  on  this  Univerfity ;  the  profeflbrs  of  which  are  well  paid.    ^ 

The  botanic  garden  is  the  fineft  in  Italy.     The  Firmiana  of  Chin^,,^ 
which  is  ftill  generally  unknown  in  Europe,  here  attaius  the  fize  of  a 
large  trea     Its  clear  verdure  and  fpreadii\g  foliage,  with  its  tall  and- 
flender  trunk,  give  it  a  ftately  appearance.      ^  ^ 

4  E  2  Various 
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Various  plants,  which  we  had  met  with  wild  in  the  kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Sicily,  here  grow  fome  againft  a  wall  and  fome  in  pots. 

1  have  no  where  feen  the  memo/ay  the  binofda  catalpa^  the  tulip  tree, 
and  ihtjiapbylaa  pinnata^  fo  large  as  in  this  garden. 

Another  garden  is  under  the  fuperintendance  of  a  public  profeflfbf,. 
who  gives  lectures  on  agriculture* 

Petrarch  was  a  Canon  of  Padua ;  and  Ariofto  and  Taffb  both  ftti- 
died  in  this  city. 

There  is  a  fpacious  circular  place  in  Padaa»  which  b  the  largeft  that 
I  have  met  with  in  any  city.  It  is  embeHifhed  with  eighty  ftatttes  of 
famous  men,  who  have  deferved  well  of  Padua,  or  6f  Venice,  cfr  wha 
have  honoured  Padua  by  their  refidence,  or  prefence.  Among  the 
perfons  not  natives,  the  moft  r^inarkable  are  Galileo,  Petrarch,  Ariofto,, 
Taflb,  Stephen  Batori,  John  Sobieiki,  and  Guftavus  Adolphus.  To 
thefe  three  Kings,  w*ho  ftudied  in  Padua,  their  modern  fucceflbrs,  the 
prefent  King  of  Poland  and  the  late  King  of  Sweden,  have  caufed  fta- 
tues  to  be  ereSed. 

We  travelled  from  Naples  to  Padua  with  poft-horfes:  although 
ftrangers  are  continually  warned  againft  Italian  pofts,  and  inns,  and 
therefore  ufually  hire  a  vetturino ;  who  employs  his  own  cattle,  and 
takes  upon  himfelf  the  expence  at  the  inns.  If  the  vetturino  be  an 
honeft  man,  like  him  who  brought  us  laft  year  from  Geneva  to  Rome, 
and  from  Rome  to  Naples,  the  traveller  then  has  no  trouble :  except 
that  he  journeys  very  flowly,  is  frequently  obliged  to  rife  at  two  in  the 
morning,  and  does  not  arrive  at  the  place  where  he  takes  a  Ihort  night's 
reft  before  the  clofe  of  day.  But  you  have  neither  fuch  good  beds 
xior  entertainment  as  when  you  travel  with  poft-horfes.  In  the  latter 
cafe,  the  traveller  will  do  well,  as  foon  as  he  enters  the  houfe,  to  make 
an  agreement  with  the  landlord. 

With  refped  to  the  poftillions,  their  demand  is  three  /Wi,  for  thfe 

ufual  ftage  of  eight  Italian  miles,  as  their  own  perquifite :  but,  if  you 

give  them  no  more,  you  muft  wrangle  with  them  at  every  ftage.    If 

I  you 
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you  give  each  poftillion  four  paoR^  he  will  be  tolerably  well  fatisfied  : 
though  he  will  feldom  fail  to  alk  for  a  trifle  more,  in  addition.  To 
travel  poft  is  expenfive  j  but  it  is  the  moft  expeditious  mode  of  tra- 
velling. Poftillions  drive  fafer  and  quieter  than  the  veiturini:  befide 
Which,  for  every  day's  delay  at  any  place  that  you  come  to,  you  muft 
pay  the  fame  to  the  vetturino  as  if  you  were  travelling. 

From  Padua,  we  took  boat  and  went  upon  the  Brenta:  the  two 
arms  of  which,  that  join  again  at  foiiie  miles  diftance,  make  the  city 
nearly  an  ifland.  The  paflage  by  water  to  Venice  is  performed  in  half 
a  day.  On  each  bank  of  the  ftream  there  are  many  country  feats,  of 
the  principal  Venetians  ;  which  render  the  paflage  pleafant :  but  I  do 
not  find  in  them  thofe  fuperior  charms  which  fome  travellers  have 
defcribed.  The  boat  is  drawn  by  a  horfe  ;  for  the  river,  by  the  aid  of 
fou^r  fluice^,  16  i^endered  as  flat  as  a  canaL  At  the  diftance  of  five  Ita* 
Ivan  miles  from  Venice,  you  come  to  the  open  fea :  where  you  behold 
that  magnificent  city  ieeming  to  fwim  atnd  rifing  out  of  the  waters. 
The  profped  is  tmique  in  its  kind. 

The  appearance  of  the  city,  when  pafling  through  the  canals,  is 
ftiU  more  fingular.  The  houfes  ftand  upon  piles,  over  which  the 
waves  flow.  Some  rows  q£  houfes  are  feparated  by  a  quay,  from  the 
canals :  or  rather  from  the  fmall  arms  of  the  fea,  which  form  the 
iflands.  Others  {land  immediately  in  the  water,  that  Waihes  the  ftone 
fteps  up  which  you  afcend  from  the  canals  to  the  boufes.  Thefe 
houfes  have  back-doors,  into  narrow  ftrcets:  by  which,  aided  by 
bridges,  all  parts  of  the  city  are  acceflSble  to  foot  paflfengers.  The 
tanals  are  covered  W\i)i  gondole^  each  of  which  is  rowed  by  a  man. 
Thefe  gondole  liiuft  all  be  black}  and  in  the  middle  they  have  each  a 
YmaH  canopy,  which  muft  not  be  covered  with  any  other  ftuflT  but 
black  cloth.  Hence  they  have  a  gloomy  appearance^  Being  long  and 
Anall,  they  ikim  lightly  along  in  fo  rapid  a  manner  that,  though  cau- 
feiouily  managed,  at  firft  they  terrify  ftrangers.  Like  aa  in  Naples  the 
coaches  throng  upon  each  other,  and  preis  upon  the  crowded  people  in 

full 
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full  trot,  fo  do  the  light  gondolc  fhoot  like  an  arrow  through  the  throng 
;of  other  gondoUy  without  running  foul  of  each  other^ 

The  fun  was  gone  down,  behind  the»jnaountains  of  Padu^,  when 
we  arrived  at  Venice,  In  mj  nqxt  letter,  I  hope  to  tell  yoa  more  of 
the  fituation  and  hiftory  of  this  remarkable  city?.  All  good  be  witTi  you. 


LETTER    CIV. 


f'l    . 

Venice,  24th  Oflober  1 792* 

V  ENICE  cannot  boaft  of  that  remote  ajjtiquity  which  is 
claimed  by  many  of  her  fifter  cities  :  though  the  gentilitious  name  is 
loft  in  the  ancient  annals  of  hiftory.  Antiquarians  derive  the  Heneti 
from  the  Trojans  :  who,  after  the  deftruftion.  of  the[ir  city,  retired  with 
Antenor  to  thefe  countries.  The  word  Heneti  was  chapged  into  the 
word  Ferttti:  after  the  manner  in  which  the  ancient  Italians  ufually 
pronounced  Greek  words.  Spinas  and  Hadriay  or  Adria^  were  the 
moft  ancient  towns  of  this  country.  Spina  lay  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Po.  Hadria  is  at  prefent  a  fmall  place,  known  by  the 
name  of  Adrta. 

In  the  year  452,  when  Attila  deftroyed  the  mighty  Aquilcia,  which 
is  now  a  little  town  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  and  every  where  fpread  the 
terror  of  his  •name,  the  people  of  Aquileia  and  other  inhabitants  erf" 
thefe  countries  fled  to  the  marfhes,  and  fouiided  Venice.  Tliey  erefted 
a  free  State  ;  which  remained  four  hundred  years  in  fafety  becaufe  of 
its  infignificance,  and  afterward  becaufe  of  its  increafing  power. 
During  four  hundred  years  they  continued  to  eledfc  confuls,  and  tri-f 
bunes :  but,  finding  them  abufe  their  power,  they  afked  penniffictotof 
the  Emperof  Leo  to  appoint  a  Duke« 

Weary 
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Weary  of  the  proceedings  of  their  Dukes,  rn  the  year  11 72,  they 
fimited  this  dignity  and  named  a  -Council  of  ten  nobles  ;  which  was 
intended' as 'a  counterpaife  tb  the  power  of  the  Duke.  In  the  year 
1296,  the  power  of  thi3  Council  was  ftill  farther  increafed.  'The 
Duke,  or  Doge,  GradenigOy  with  peculiar  dignity,  willingly  renounced 
privileges  which  appeared  to  him  incompatible  with  freedom. 

In  the  middle  ages,  Venice  atta?rted  that  fiimmit  of  grandeuf  which 
excited  the  jealoufy  of  othd*  nations: '  The  trade  of  this  Republic  ex- 
tended over  the' three  quarters  of  the  Otd  World.     It  made  conquefts, 
but  always  for  the  increafe  and  fecurity  of  commerce.     The  Senate  at 
air  times  continued  firm  in  the  purfuit  of  their  prudent  fyftem  :  by 
which  the  Conftitution  of  Venice  acquired  a  ftability,  which  has  been 
maintained  amid  all  the  political  and  moral  revolutions  of  Europe.    It 
iMM^lofl;  Cyprus*,  Candia,  and  the  Morea.  The  difcovery  of  the  paflage 
round  the  Cape  of  Good  flope  has  opened  the  road  to  India  and  China 
to  other  nations:  whereas  formerly  Venice  alone  was  in  pofleflion  of  the 
trade  of  the  Eaft  ;  which  it  carried  on  by  means  of  the  caravans  of  thofe 
eountries,and  by  bringing  their  metchandiie  over  the  Red  Sea  to  Europe. 
In  thofe  ages,  Germany  was  wealthy.     Hercities  fupplied,  not  only 
the  northern  kingdoms,  but  France  and  England  likewife,  •  with  the 
commodities  of  the  Levant,     The  allianqe  of  the  Hanfe  towns,  by 
traffic,  made  half  ^Europe  tributary  to  ^  them  :  yet  the  Hanfe  towns 
themfelves'  chiefly ^ received  their  wealth  from  the  fuperabUndance  of 
Venice^  and  contributed  to  enrlcH  this  central* n;kart; of  the  known  world; 
In  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  a  league  was  formed  at 
t!ie  inftigation  of  Pope  Julius  the  Second,  between  the  Emperor,  the 
Kings  of  France  and  Naplvjs,  and  the  Dui  cs  of  Savoy ^and  Ferrara,  for 
the  Aibjugation  of  the  RV?mblic,    '  Venice  it  is  true  loft  feveral  pro- 
vinces, but  refifted  her  puiflanr  enemies: with  oGurage  an3  caution  :  till 
this  terrific  league  was  difTolved  by  the  mutual  miftrufl:  of  its  chiefs. 

Since  the. revolution  of  die  year  1297,  the^  great  Council  has  confifted 
of  all  thenobility  of  Venice  that  Were  of  age:  that  is,  of  about  fifteen 

hundred 
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hundred  perfons  j  "who  at  lei^ft  have  the  right  to  take  their  feat  in  the 
Senate,  whenever  they  pleafe.  The  age  of  majority  is  twenty-five* 
Each  male  child  of  the  five  hundred  aod  thirty  families,  who  enjoy 
this  privilege,  muil  ^  its  birth  be  r^gidered  in  what  is-calledtheGpldea 
Book.  The  families  have  equal  rights,  apd^qual  rank.  The  defceod* 
ants  of  the  twelve  tribunest  who  chofe  the  iirft  Dog^,  conftitute  the 
elevfe^a  priilcipal  families :  for  the  t^v^lfth  is  extind.  After  thofe;,  the 
next  in  rank  are  the  defcendaiits  of  thofe  who  were  received  into  the 
great  Council  in  the  yie&r  1497,:  aqd  the  third  order  coqfifts  of  thofe 
who  purchafed  this  right,  for  a  hundred  thoufand  ducats,  in  times  of 
public  diftrefs, 

Exclufive  of  tbefe,  Princes  and  Kings  themfelves  are  prefented  with 
letters  of  Nobility.  The  Nobles  of  the  provinces  have  no  Ihare  in  the 
public  affairs.  The  Great  Council  is  the  fole  Sovereign,  and  poflefle^ 
the  power  of  making  laws.  They  aflemble  on  Sundays  and  Saints* 
days  :  that  the  members  of  the  colleges  and  courts  of  juftice,  who  on 
other  days  are  bufied  by  the  affairs  entrufted  them,  may  be  prefent. 

This  aflfembly  Includes  in  itfeif  the  three  principal  chambers.  The 
firft  of  thefe  is  called  La  Signoria ;  and  confifts  of  the  Doge  and  fix 
Senators,  who  are  his  conftant  affiflants.  Each  of  thefe  Scn^itors  ap- 
pertains to  one  of  the  fix  parts  into  which  the  city  is  divided.  They 
may  be  called  the  tribunes  of^  the  people*  To  the  Sign<3fria  likewife 
appertain  the  fix  Savi.grandi^  or  chief  fages,  who  form  the  Miniftry; 
the  three  chiefs  of  the  great  criminal  tribunal  of  the  forty,  which  is 
called  La  ^arantia ;  the  five  Savi  di  Terra  Jirma^  who  fuperintend  the 
war  department ;  and  the  five  Savi  dcgli  Ordiniy  to  whom  all  naval 
affairs  are  committed. 

The  fecond  chamber  <»0fiftg  of  upward  pf  two  hupdred  and  fifty 
members.  Thefe  are  the  Senate,  who  are  likewife  called  //  Cenfiglio 
de  i  Pregadi^  the  entire  Signoriai  all  the  Magiftrates,  the  Council  of 
Ten,  fixty  fdea  Senators,  and  fixty  other  Patricians,  or  Nobles,  who 
are  called  Sotto  Fr^jMdi.     The  b&  named  hundred  and  twenty  are 

eleded 
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tleScd  every  year.  The  power  of  determining  refides  in  tlie  ConJigUo 
de  i  Pregadi :  in  which  aflembly  the  moft  momentous  affairs  are  de- 
bated)  and  war  peace  and  alliances  are  there  concluded. 

The  third  chamber  confifts  of  ten  perfons :  II ConJigUo  de  i  Died. 
The  power  of  this  chamber  is  fearful  to  the  Nobility  ;  againft  whom 
only  it  is  direded.  From  its  fentence  there  is  no  appeal :  of  its 
adions  it  renders  no  account.  Its  authority  is  concentrated  in  three 
perfons :  two  of  whom  are  named  from  the  Ten,  and  the  third  is  ap- 
pointed from  the  Council  of  the  Doge.  Thefe  three  State-inquifitors 
infpire  the  whole  Nobility  with  terror.  Their  dreadful  maxim  is, 
correre  alia  pena  prima  d^ejfaminar  la  colpa.  Punifli  before  you  exa- 
mine the  guilty.  By  them  the  Doge  himfelf  may  be  fentenced  to 
death.  Many  of  the  Nobles  are  fecretly  cited  to  come  before  their  tri- 
bunal ;  and  many  dilappear  without  any  m»n  knowing  what  is  become 
of  them. 

In  the  laft  century,  Antonio  Fafcarini,  a  young  Senator,  fell  a  facri- 
fice  to  this  inquifition.  His  good  qualities,  his  underftanding,.  and  the 
iove  the  people  bore  him,  excited  the  jealoufy  of  thefe  fecret  infpeftdrs. 
He  was  fummoned  and  put  to  death. 

However  the  fubtlety  of  modern  philofophy,nay  of  Montefquieu  him- 
felf>  may  palliate  the  oftracifm  of  the  Athenians,  ftill  it  was  a  tyrannical 
and  unwife  law :  unwife  becaufe  it  fettered  every  noble  enterprife,  and 
induced  the  chief  citizens  to  court  the  favour  of  the  people  ;  and  ty- 
rannical becaufe  it  was  capricious.  The  juft  Ariftides  was  its  facrifice. 
Pericles  efcaped  it,  not  fo  much  becaufe  perfuafion  fat  on  his  lips,  not 
from  the  thunder  of  his  eloquence^  but  becaufe  he  (hewed  himfelf  cul- 
pably obfequious  to  the  people. 

But  how  much  lefs  can  the  State  Inquifition  of  Venice  be  juftified  ! 
It  is  affirmed  to  be  neceflary,  by  the  Venetians,  for  the  fafety  of  the 
public.  Thirty  years  ago,  its  abolifhment  was  taken  into  confideration 
by  the  Great  Council ;  and  by  the  Great  Council  it  was  confirmed* 
Unlefs  it  be  afferted  that  it  is  neceflary  to  overawe  the  power  of  the 
Vol.  U.  4  F  Nobility, 
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Nobility,  and  unlefs  this  power  can  only  be  overawed  by  tyrannical 
caprice,  and  thus  prevented  from  becoming  the  defpot  of  the  State, 
fuch  a  tribunal  muft  in  itfelf  be  unjuft.  It  is  a  milconception  of  the 
firft  principles  of  morals  and  politics,  to  imagine  that  injuftice  can  ever 
be  neceflary.  The  very  end  of  every  political  inftitute  is  fecurity 
againft  power.  He  muft  be  a  tyro  in  politics  indeed  who  fuppofes  that 
tyranny  confifts  only  in  the  abufe  of  monarchical  power.  Each  Con- 
ftitution  is  defpotic  in  which  the  Sovereign,  whether  Prince,  Senate^ 
or  People,  is  fuperior  to  the  laws  ;  and  can  a^  according  to  caprice. 
Defpotic  Princes  are  eafily  induced  to  adi  abfurdly  :  under  their  gor 
vernment  States  are  conftantly  fubje£t  to  change  ;  and  profperity  is  ca- 
fual,  becaufe  each  governs  according  to  the  verfatilities  of  lus  own  opi- 
nions. Now  almoft  every  Prince,  being  defirous  to  counteract  the  faults 
of  bis  predeceiTor,  falls  himfelf  into  oppofite  vices.  A  fenate  commimi^ 
cates  (lability  to  a  State  ;  becaufe  it  never  dies,  but  generally  remains  ia 
the  fame  fcntiments :  or,  generally  conduded  by  the  ftream  of  public 
opinion,  with  this  it  has  the  wifdom  to  fwim.  For  this  reafon  how- 
ever its  defpotifm  is  the  more  rooted,  if  a  wife  coaftitution  be  not  itfc 
boundary. 

The  defpotifm  of  the  people  is,  of  all  others,  the  moft  dreadful  r  but 
it  has  no  durability.  The  people  are  always  in  their  minority.  De- 
magogues, the  worft  of  men,  are  their  tutors,  and  continually  lead 
them  into  anarchy  ;  and  from  anarchy  monarchical  defpotifm  invaria- 
bly refults.  The  people  then  difcover  too  late,  when  they  have  be- 
come too  corrupt  for  a  wife  conftitution,  that  democratical  defpotifm  is^ 
the  moft  dreadful  of  all  political  evils. 

The  conftitution  of  Venice  appears  to  me  only  to  have  fecured  itfelf 
againft  the  defpotifm  of  democracy,  and  monarchy,  by  the  ariftocracy 
having  taken  upon  itfelf  to  corred  its  own  abufe  of  power.  In  itfelf, 
this  conftitution  feems  exceedingly  imperfe£l: :  but  in  its  adminiftra- 
tion  it  is  mild,  and  wife. .  Both  city  aiid  country  are  well  affeded  to 
the  government :  the  provincial  nobility  no  doubt  the  lcaft» 
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In  like  manner  as  the  Tribunal  of  the  Ten  keep  the  nobility  of  Venice 
in  awe,  fo  does  the  Tribunal  of  the  Forty,called  La  quarantia  criminalcy 
curb  the  remainder  of  the  Republic.  This  tribunal  maintains  its 
fecret  fpies ;  and  is  quickly  informed  of  whatever  may  appear  to  en- 
danger the  repofe  of  the  State.  Eager  to  miftruft  and  quick  to  exe- 
cute, the  quarantia  is  dreadful  to  the  citizens  :  yet  it  does  not  infringe 
the  freedom  of  the  people  in  their  common  affairs.  If  they  obey  the 
laws,  and  enter  into  no  diicourfe  againfl  the  government,  they  are  per« 
fedily  fecure.  Whoever  fpeaks  too  freely  is  once,  or  oftener,  cited  and 
cautioned.  If  this  be  difregarded,  the  difobedient  is  then  for  a  time 
imprifoncd- 

The  fpiritual  court  of  inquifition  has  little  power.  It  confifls  of 
the  Pope's  Nuncio,  the  Archbifhop  of  Venice,  who  is  Patriarch  of 
Dalmatia,  the  Inquifitor,  and  three  Lay-counfellors.  It  takes  no  cognl* 
zance  either  of  blafphemy  or  of  the  licenfing  of  books  :  neither  are 
the  Jews  or  Greeks  dependant  upon  it.  Thefe  objeds  are  all  within 
the  jurifdiaion  of  the  Lay-magiftracy. 

I  had  almpft  forgotten  to  mention  the  Doge,  who  in  his  palace  and 
in  the  council  only  enjoys  princely  honours.  In  the  council,  he  has 
the  title  of  Serenita;  or  Serene ;  and  is  diltinguifhed  from  other  Sena- 
tors in  the  affembly  by  a  purple  mantle,  and  a  red  velvet'  hat.  He 
holds  precedency  in  the  four  different  chambers  of  the  Council.  To 
him  all  petitions  and  memorials  are  addreffed  :  but  he  muft  communis 
cate  them  to  the  Council.  All  writings  of  the  Great  Council  are  iffued 
in  his  name  :  as  likewife  are  the  credentiials  of  ambaffadors  to  foreign 
courts ;  though  they  are  not  figned  by  him,  and  are  fealed  tyith  the 
arms  of  the  Republic.  He  does  not,  as  feveral  books  affirm,  poflefs 
two  votes,  but  only  one,  in  the  Council. 

The  coins  of  Venice  on  one  fide  have  the  name  and  the  figure  of  a 
Doge,  kneeling  to  St.  Mark  j  and  the  arms  of  the  Republic  on  the 
reverfe.  When  he  addrefTes  the  great  council,  it  is  in  thefe  words: 
^^  Great  Council,  Sovereign  of  the  Republic  and  of  me.** 

4  F  2  '  His 
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His  whole  revenue  confifts  only  of  15,000  ducats  of  Venice.  A 
Venetian  ducat  is  nearly  of  the  fame  value  as  a  Convention  dollar  *. 
He  is  annually  obliged  to  give  five  magnificent  feafts  ;  and  to  invite  all 
foreign  ambaifadors,  and  the  patricians  in  office,  according  to  their 
rank.  This  revenue  therefore,  or  rather  this  falary,  is  certainly  too 
little ;  when  we  recollc£t  that  the  perfon  who  is  eledled  may  not 
renounce  the  dignity,  although  the  council  may  objedk  to  the  perfon 
elected,  or  depofe  him  when  in  office.  He  has  indeed  fome  cafual  per- 
quifites,  and  fells  all  the  employments  of  his  palace. 

The  church  of  St.  Mark  only  is  under  his  jurifdidion ;  and  the 
benefices  belonging  to  it  are  in  his  gift.  He  beftows  the  order  of 
Knight  of  St.  Mark.  While  he  lives,  neither  his  children  nor  brothers 
muft  afpire  to  the  firft  dignities  pf  the  Republic,  or  to  the  office  of 
ambaflfador. 

'  It  is  faid  of  the  Doge  :  He  is  a  king  in  purple,  a  counfellor  in  the 
council,  a  prifoner  in  the  city,  and  out  of  it  a  private  perfon.  In  the 
city,  he  is  always  attended  by  the  fix  fenatori ;  who  with  him  confti- 
tute  the  Signoria :  nor  is  he  permitted  to  leave  Venice  without  their 
fanftion. 

On  the  day  of  Afccnfion,  he  goes  upon  the  water  on  board  of  a  fti- 
pcrb  veffcli  called  the  Buccntoroy  attended  by  the  Lords  of  the  Signoria^ 
foreign  ambafladors,  and  innumerable  gondok.  On  this  occafion  he 
throws  a  gold  ring  into  the  fea ;  on  which  he  pronounces  the  follow- 
ing Latin  fentence :  Dejponfamus  te^  mare^  tnjignum  vert  perpetuique  da^ 
minii.  We  efpoufe  thee,  oh  fea  !  in  token  of  true  and  eternal  fove- 
reignty. 

When  dead,  his  body  with  all  the  infignia  of  his  dignity  lies  three 
days  in  ftate,  in  the  palace  ;  during  which  time  his  government  is  fcru- 
tinizedy  by  inquifitors  who  are  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  His  cre- 
ditors are  likewife  fummoned.  If  his  government  be  pronounced  un-* 
jfuft,  his  relations  are  fined :  they  likewife  are  obliged  to  pay  his 

*  Eitt  Thakr  Conventiom  Geldn    I  do  not  know  what  Convention  money  means.    T. 
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debts :  neither  is  he  buried  at  the  expence  of  the  Republic.  It  cannot 
cfcape  your  memory  that  a  fimilar  court  fat  in  judgment  over  the  dead 
Kings  of  ancient  Egypt. 

The  Doge  is  eleded  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  in  the  Great  Council* 
Thefe  votes  are  never  given  verbally,  in  Venice ;  but,  on  all  occafions, 
the  negative,  or  affirmative,  is  fignified  by  little  balls.  In  the  choice 
of  the  Doge,  there  is  a  mixture  of  intention  and  of  chance  ;  by  the 
latter  of  which  it  is  determined  who  (hall  finall^'^  he  the  eledors.  The 
manner  of  eledion  makes  it  difficult  to  choofe  an  improper  perlbn  for 
the  office :  nor  is  it  eafy  for  any  man  to  influence  the  choice,  for  no 
one  knows  who  will  at  laft  be  the  eledors.  Thofe  in  whofe  favour 
the  nine  firft  balls  are  given  eled  forty ;  and  thofe  of  the  forty  who 
have  twelve  balls  eled  five-and-twenty  in  addition.  Of  this  number 
nine  perfons,  who  have  drawn  golden  balls,  choofe  forty  more :  eleven 
of  thefe,  who  are  appointed  in  the  fame  way,  eledt  one-and-forty 
counfellors.  Thefe  perfons  finally  proceed  to  the  eledion  ;  which  re- 
mains undetermined  till  fome  one  perfon  has  five-and-twenty  voices 
in  his  favour.  In  all  other  important  decifions  a  majority  of  two 
balls  is  required :  in  affairs  of  lefs  moment,  a  majority  of  on«  is  de- 
cifive. 

The  balls  are  thrown  into  a  pafte-board  box,  which  has  three  aper- 
tures underneath  :  one  white,  one  green,  and  one  red.  The  white  is 
the  affirmative,  the  green  the  negative,  and  the  red  is  called  Nonjin-- 
cera :  for  in  this  thofe  perfons  throw  their  balls  who  are  undetermined. 
By  thefe  means,  it  remains  wholly  unknown  what  is  the  opinion  of 
each  eledor,'and  whether  he  have  voted,  or  for  whom. 

As  Prefident  of  the  different  chambers,  the  Doge  has  the  right  to 
remind  the  judges  and  other  magiftrates  of  their  duty :  but,  as  hia 
power  is  fo  limited,  it  is  a  privilege  which  He  fcldom  exercifes. 

When  he  addreffes  the  aflembly,  the  members  all  (land  j  and  the 
honour  thus  fliewn  him  frequently  prevents  hini  from  opening  his  lips, 

or 
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or  from  holding  any  long  difcourfe ;  he  being  very  careful  to  give 
■offence  to  none. 

Judging  by  appearances,  we  might  be  inclined  to  think  the  Doge  a 
fuperfluous  perfon  in  the  Republic  ;  and  to  tell  the  Venetians  they 
would  have  done  better  if,  inftead  of  this  eternal  fhadow  of  powef, 
they  had  indulged  themfelves  in  the  poffibility,  on  extraordinary 
occafions,  of  nominating  a  citizen  for  a  fhort  period,  who,  liable  after- 
ward to  be  brought  to  account,  fliould  poflefs  unlimited  rule  after  the 
example  of  the  Romans,  when  they  either  conferred  abfolute  power 
on  one  of  their  coufuls,  with  the  formula  Ne  quid  detrimcnti  capiat  res 
publica:  Look,  conful,  that  the  Republic  receive  no  injury :  or  when 
they  appointed  one  of  their  confuls  didiator. 

On  a  nearer  inveftigatioa  however  of  thb  important  quellion,  we 
may  incline  to  think  the  office  of  Doge  not  fo  infignificant  as  it  ap- 
pears. The  privilege  of  precedency  in  the  four  chambers  incontefti- 
bly  gives  him  much  influence,  though  he  only  has  a  fmgle  vote. 
Neither  will  thofe  have  any  deep  knowledge  of  man  who  are  igno- 
rant that  the  pomp  of  office  gives  a  value  to  his  opinion,  of  which  in 
itfelf  it  is  not  poffisfTed.  The  pradlice  of  the  Romans  was  effeftive, 
and  more  than  once  faved  the  Republic :  but  it  was  dangerous. 

The  palace  of  the  Doge  is  called  II  pala%%o  di  San  Marco  :  after  the 
great  place  of  St.  Mark.  This  palace  contains  the  halls  of  afTembly 
for  the  Great  Council,  for  the  Senate  or  Conjiglio  de  i  PregacU^  for  the 
Council  of  Ten,  for  the  Signoria,  and  the  hall  in  which  the  Doge 
gives  audience  to  ambafTadors,  with  the  hall  of  four  doors,  and 
others.  Each  of  thefe  is  embellifhed  with  paintings,  of  the  Ve- 
netian fchool,  by  Titian,  Paul  Veronefe,  •  Tintorett,  Vicentino,  Old 
Palma,  the  three  brothers,  Gian-Ponte,  Francefco  and  Leandro  Baflfano, 
Cavaliere  Liberi,  Zuccharini,  and  Lazarini,  reprefenting  the  principal 
events  in  the  hiftory  of  Venice. 

In  the  paflages  of  this  palace  there  are  Lion-heads  of  marble,  above 
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and  below,  down  the  mouths  of  which  fecret  complaints  are  thrown  j 
which  fall  into  boxes,  the  keys  of  which  are  kept  by  the  State-inquifi- 
tors,  who  are  to  determine  whether  the  complaints  are  well-founded. 
There  is  an  infcription  under  each  Lion-head,  fignifying  to  what  kind 
of  mifdemeanor  it  is  appropriated. 

The  church  of  St.  Mark  is  likewife  built  in  the  place  of  that  name  j 
the  fantaftic  architeflure  of  which  has  imparted  to  it  fomething  of  a 
charader  of  greatnefs.  Facing  the  church  in  this  place  there  are  five 
large  arcadea,  over  the  centre  one  of  which  four  gilded  horfes,  mo- 
dclled  of  Corinthian  brafs,  are  placed  j  which  the  Venetians,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  thirteenth  century  under  the  command  of  their  great 
Doge  Dandolo,  with  the  aid  of  the  French,  brought  from  Conftanti- 
nople,  after  taking  that  city,  and  placed  them  in  Venice.  They  had 
been  fent  from  Rome  to  Conftantinople  by  Conftantine  the  Great ;, 
and  had  ornamented  the  triumphal  arches  firft  of  Nero,  and  then  oF 
Trajan.  Their  great  beauty  appears  to  denote  that  they  were  of  the 
flourifhing  times  of  Greek  art :  though  I  will  not  pretend  to  affirm^ 
with  the  Venetians,  that  they  are  the  work  of  Lyfippus,  the  contem- 
porary of  Alexander  the  Great. 

The  place  of  St.  Mark,  vrhich  properly  confifts  of  two  places,  Tm^ 
pia%%a  e  la pia%ettay  or  the  Place  and  the  Little  Place,  though  the 
fmalleft  is  very  fpacious,  adds  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  city  ;  and 
is  juftly  efteemed  as  one  of  the  firft,  if  not  the  very  firft,  and  moft. 
beautiful  of  the  kind  in  Europe. 

The  Magiftrates  called  Procuratori  di  San  Marco  are  next  in  rank 
to  the  Doge :  their  influence  however  in  the  government  is  not  confi- 
derable.  They  are  divided  into  three  orders..  Hht  Procuratori  S 
fopra  are  the  proper  Procuratori  di  San  Marco.  The  Procuratori  di 
citra  have  the  jurifdidion  of  that  part  of  the  city  which  lies  on  this 
fide  of  the  great  canal ;  and  the  Procuratori  oltra  on  the  other  fide.. 
The  firft  have  precedence  of  all  the  other  nobility ;  and  from  their 

bodjr 
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body  the  Doge  is  generally  chofen.     Under  their  fuperintendahce  are 
the  library  of  San  Marco ^  the  church  revenues)  and  the  archives. 

The  fecond  and  third  claffes  are  Executors  of  legacies  ad pias  cau^ 
fas^  have  the  prote<9:ion  of  orphans  and  widows,  annually  divide  cer- 
tain fums  for  the  portioning  of  poor  girls,  and  fuperintend  the 
ranfom  of  the  Chriftians  imprifoned  by  the  Barbary  corfairs.  If  I  do 
not  miftake,  they  are  nominated  by  the  Doge.  He  generally  appoints 
fuch  perfons  as  have  been  ambafladors  to  foreign  courts,  provided  they 
are  rich  :  for  the  office  is  highly  expenfive.  Their  ufual  number  is 
eleven ;  and  thefe  offices  had  their  origin  in  the  eleventh  century^ 
when  one  of  the  principal  citizens  was  firft  intruded  with  the  admini- 
ftration  of  the  revenue,  and  the  fuperintendance  of  the  church  of  San 
Marco. 

Venice  has  nothing  to  fear  from  an  enemy.  The  fea  which  fur* 
£ounds  it,  and  which  is  called  the  Laguna^  is  fo  (hallow  that  great 
{hips  cannot  approach  the  city,  without  going  through  the  canals  ;  the 
courfe  of  which  are  denoted  by  piles,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  would  all  be 
taken  away.  It  requires  large  fums  annually  to  cleanfe  thefe  canals, 
which  are  cut  through  the  whole  city  in  great  numbers.  Some  of 
them  wafli  the  houfes  ;  and  many  rows  of  houfes  have  a  quay  between 
them  and  the  water.  The  great  canal  winds  through  the  city,  which 
it  divides ;  and  over  this  the  fuperb  bridge  called  the  Rialto  is  built, 
of  marble,  and  has  one  lofty  arch,  and  three  ftreets  j  the  central  one 
of  which  has  fliops,  both  in  back  and  in  front. 

Founded  on  feventy-two  iflands,  the  different  quarters  of  Venice  are 
connected  with  each  other  by  nearly  five  hundred  bridges ;  under 
which  the  gondok  can  pafs.  The  hum  and  tumult  of  the  amphibious 
gondoliers  are  aftonifliingly  animated  !  What  muft  they  have  been  dur- 
ing the  times  when  the  profperity  of  Venice  was  at  its  height ;  and 
when  it  was  the  centre  of  commerce  between  the  eaftern  and  the  weftera 
world  ?  The  gondok  are  all  black  j  the  meaneft  of  coloured  wood,  the 
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others  covered  with  black  cloth.  It  is  difficult  to  accliftom  the  eye  to 
their  gloomy  appeatrance.  Were  they  unable  to  limit  the  luxury  of 
which  they  were  afraid  in  any  other  manner  ?  Why  muft  thefe  little 
boats  have  each  the  appearance  of  a  hearfe  ?  For  the  covered  place  in 
wliich  the  paffcngers  fit  looks  like  a  coffin.  However  they  are  coave-^- 
niently  contrived,  fo  that  you  may  either  fit  or  lie  down  at  pleafure;  and 
they  have  glafs  windows  on  each  fide  which  will  open.  One  gondolier 
rows  at  the  ftcm  ;  another  at  the  ftern ;  and  there  is  fufficient  room  foi* 
four  paflengers.  The  veflels  glide  rapidly  along  ;  and  formerly  the  gon- 
doliers ufed  to  fing  paflages  from  Ariofto,  and  TafTo  :  but  now  only 
fome  old  man  among  them  is  occafionally  heard  to  chaunt  ftanzas  from 
thefe  poets.  The  diale<9:  of  the  gondoliers  is  a  little  different  from 
that  of  the  Venetians.  TafTo's  Jerufalem  Delivered  has  been  tranflated 
into  thirteen  different  dialects  of  Italy.  So  great  is  the  love  of  thefe 
people  for  their  poets.  It  is  very  pleafant  on  an  evening  to  fee  the  Ian* 
t^rns  of  the  gondola  gWding  along  the  canal,  while  the  boats  that  beaf 
them  are  invifible.  It  might  be  imagined  that  the  darknefs  in  which 
the  Government  veils  itfelf,  its  tribunal  of  the  quara^ttla^  its  inquid- 
tion,  and  its  fecret  fpies,  with  the  opportunity  which  every  man  has 
of  accufation  through  the  open  jaws  of*  the  lions  in  the  palace  of  the 
Doge,  would  render  the  nation  deceitful  and  gloomy.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  people  have  as  much  jocularity  and  vivacity  as  any  in  Italy, 
and  feldom  are  guilty  of  crimes.  Exclufive  of  the  opera,  there  are 
five  different  play-houfes  here.  The  Venetian  T^rtiffaldino  is  at  leafl  as 
comic  as  the  Pulicinello  of  the  Neapolitans,  if  not  more  fo ;  and  his 
blunders  put  the  thronging  fpedators  in  a  roar  and  fhake  the  houfe 
with  laughter. 

It  is  cuilomary  for  foreigners  to  reproach  the  Italian  comedy  with 
exaggeration,  or  buffoonery  :  a  reproach  which  I  grant  the  fober  Ger-^ 
man  and  French  comedy  but  feldom  deferves.  But  is  exaggeration  a 
defeft  in  comedy  ?  Is  not  the  attention  turned  by  caricature  to  the  re* 
marking  of  little  abfurdities  ?  If  all  excefsbe  banifhed,  with  it  we  muft. 

Vol.  II.  4  G  banifh 
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banilh  latigliten  We  neither  reproach  Ariftoph'anes,  PJautus,  Cer- 
vantes, Hogarth,  nor  Sterne,  when  they  afford  us  inftruilion  by  the 
traits  of  caricature  which  genius  affords*.  They  do  but  pour  our  own 
follies  down  our  laughing  throats.  I  regret  as  much  as  any  man  the 
want  of  the  fine  charaderiftic  traits  of  manners,  in  the  Italian  comedy, 
and  that  deep  knowledge  of  man  which  the  philofophic  Terence  pof- 
feifes  :  but  do  I  feel  none  of  this  regret  for  our  own  comedy  ?  If  the 
opinion  of  Leffing  be  true,  that  we  are  not  yet  fufEciently  advanced  to 
endure  the  abfence  of  Harlequin,  and  I  cannot  but  think  the  remark 
well  grounded,  if  we  wifli  to  have  a  piece  entirely  comic,  we  have 
then  no  right  to  fpum  at  the  genial  abfurdities  of  the  Buffo^  the  PulicU 
ncllo^  or  the  Tniffaldino. 

Should  any  one  reprobate  their  immorality,  an  accufs^tion  which 
their  equivocal  obfcenities  not  only  juftify  but  loudly  demand,  while 
I  join  in  the  reproof,  I  muft  afk  whether  our  comedies  are  entirely 
pure  ?  though  1  grant  they  do  not  produce  the  fame  fuUnefs  of  efied : 
becaufe  their  authors,  when  they  prefent  brandy  to  the  fpeftator,  arc 
careful  to  give  it  a  plentiful  dafh  of  waten  There  is  an  original  trait 
in  Plautus,  which  has  been  the  admiration  of  centuries.  It  is  the  paf- 
fage  where  old  Euclio,  fufpeding  himfelf  to  be  robbed  by  his  Have, 

"^  This  b  a  doubtful  and  a  difficult  queftion ;  and  it  ought  firft  to  be  decided  that 
thefe  authors,  at  lead  the  modern,  are  caricaturifts  before  they  are  fo  called.    Hogarth 
in  particular,  who  has  been  fo  (ligmatifed  the  moft  frequently,  fpumed  at  the  accufatton  i 
and  I  think  juftly.    And  which  was  die  l)eft  judge :  the  phlegmatic  drone,  who  walks 
the  world  with  his  eyes  (hut ;  or  the  keen,  the  waking,  the  watchful  Hogarth  ?  I  never 
met  with  a  face,  in  Hogarth,  that  I  could  not  honeftly  fwear  to  having  feen  its  proto* 
type  times  out  of  number.    Cervantes,  Sterne,  caricaturifts  ?  To  me,  I  confefs,  this  is 
poetical  blafphemy  !  That  which  we  have  not  takei^ilie  trouble  to  note'down  in  our  me- 
mory, we  affirm,  with  the  effrontery  of  felf-£ititfa&ion,  does  ^ot  ezift.    The  Prince  of 
Siam,or  of  fome  hot  country,  called  the  man  ^  liar  who  told  him  of  ice  \  and,  what  is 
more  ftrange„  the  ambulators  of  large  cities  call  the  man  a  caricaturift,  who  exhibits  a 
piAure  of  objeds  which  they  daily  meet,  yet  cannot  be  faid  to  fee.    Thefe  remarks  have 
DO  relation  to  the  obfcene,  or  the  difgufting,  bufiboneries  either  of  Italy  or  of  any  other 
ttation.    T* 
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Strobilus,  afks  him  to  {hew  his  hands  ;  and,  in  the  rage  of  fufpicion, 
requires  to  fee  his  third  hand. 

EucL     Oftende  hue  manus, 
Str.       Hem  tiU  oftendi !  eccas  ! 
Eucl.     Videoy  age  oftende  etiam  tertiam. 

PtAUT.  Attl.aft;.  iv.  fc,  5. 

EucL    Shew  mc  your  hands. 
*  Str.       Here  they  arc:  look! 

EucL    Ay  1  But  (hew  me  your  third  band  i 

This  exaggeration  places  the  comic  of  the  underftanding  in  its  true 
point  of  view ;  and  Umilar  traits  are  frequently  found  in  the  Italian 
comedy :  uttered  chiefly  by  the  Buffo,  Pulicinello,  or  Truflfaldino.  I 
am  far  from  prefenting  this  fpecies  as  a  model,  and  much  lefs  as  the  beft 
of  models,  for  comedy :  but  no  one  who  has  once  feen  the  Italian 
comedy  will  deny  that  it  poffeifes  humour. 

In  the  place  of  St.  Mark,  and  on  the  new  great  quay  by  the  fea  fidc^ 
quack  dolors,  tumblers,  jugglers,  and  people  who  fmg  tragical  ditties, 
with  animated  gefticulation,  aflemble  j  and  it  is  affirmed  that  thefe  di« 
verting  gentry  are  fecretly  paid  by  the  Government,  to  keep  the  citi* 
zens  in  good  humour.  But  I  fufpeA  that  a  Government  fd  cautious 
would  not  adopt  a  meafure  that,  were  it  known,  might  have  bad  con- 
fequences.  The  people  every  where  refembie  children  ;  whofe  fports 
are  permitted,  and  promoted,  but  openly.  If  any  fecret  intention  be 
difcovcred,  their  plcafure  changes  to  miftruft  :  they  begin  to  imagine 
ihemfelves  unhappy  as  foon  as  they  are  aware  that  clandcftine  artifices 
are  employed  for  their  amufement.  In  fad,  the  Government  is  in  no 
need  of  fuch  an  artifice  j  for  the  people  are  harmlcfs,  and  happy. 

The  Nobili  di.  Vcneziaj  or  Nobility  of  Venice,  who  are  likewife  called 
Patricia  or  Patricians,  muft  not  appear  in  the  public  theatres  except  in 
dominos ;  and  with  ma(ks  either  covering  the  face  or  pendant  from 
the  hat.  They  govern  the  Republic,  but  are  themfelves  under  ri- 
gorous reftraint.     The  Lords  of  the  fecret  State  Inquifition,  to  whofe 
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animadverfions  alone  the  Patricians  are  fubgedt,  are  by  no  means  ib  in*. 
dulgent  as  the  Council  of  Forty,  who  watch  the  condudl  of  the  citi- 
zens, and  have  their  fpies.  Neither  Patricians  nor  their  wives  dare 
travel,  without  permiflion.  If  guilty  of  any  mifdemeanor,  they  are 
punifhed  with  arreft  ;  without  knowing  for  what  length  of  time,  and 
without  their  friends  daring  to  interc^e  in  their  behalf,  This'proud 
but  prudent  oligarchy  well  forefaw  that  the  refped:  of  the  reigning 
families  muft  depend  on  their  manners ;  and  that  thofe  rulers,  who 
wiftied  for  authority  without  rendering  themfelvcs  hateful,  mufl  them«^ 
felves  be  fubje£t  to  the  fevered  reftridions. 

The  fufpicion  with  which  they  treat  foreign  envoys,  and  ambai^ 
fadors,  is  equally  unjuft  and  unworthy.     No  Patricians,  either  in  towa. 
©r  country,  dare  vifit  them  or  receive  their  vifits  :  neither  muft  their 
wives  vifit  or  receive  vifits  from  them  j  and  whoever  belongs  to  the 
family  of  an  ambaflfador  is  as  much  avoided,  by  the  Patricians,  as  the- 
ambaflador  himfelL     It  is  not  thirty  years  fince  all  travellers  were 
excluded  from  the  fociety  of  the  Patricians,  as  foon  as  they  had  any 
intercourfe  with  an  ambaflador :  but  in  the  feverity  of  this  rule  they 
have  now  relaxed*     Ambafladors  may  have  free  intercourfe  with  the 
merchants,  and  provincial  nobility.     Till  within  thefe  forty  years,  no> 
ambaflador^  except  the  Nuncio,  had  any  public  entrance  :.  nor  were- 
any  admitted  to  an  audience  with  the  Doge,  or  invited  to  the  public, 
feafts  which  are  given  by  that  magifljate.     They  do  not  tranfai^l  bufi- 
nefs  with  the  Savi  grandi  by  word  of  mouth,  but  by  writing ;  and 
anfwers  are  tranfmitted  to  them  by  a  fecretary.     Thefe  anfwers  are 
read  to  the  envoy,  or  the  ambaflador ;  and  are  taken  down  in  writing 
by  his  fecretary,  the  originals  being  carried  back  by  the  Venetian 
fccret^. 

It  is  ignoble  and  unwife  to  confider  foreign  ambafladors^  whofe  dig- 
nified ofiice  it  is  to  be  the  mediators  of  peace,  and   to  employ  their- 
whole  power  to  preferve  concord  between  nation  and  nation,  I  fay  it 
tt  impolitic  to  treat  fuchm^n.as  fpies.     la  A^enice,  this  pradice  is  the 
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note  abfurd  becaufe,  in  defiance  of  all  their  precautions,  no  determi- 
nation of  the  Cottfigfto  de  i  Pregadi^  which  confifts  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  members,  can  remain  fecret ;  and  in  this  aflembly  the 
fubje£ls  of  war,  peace,  and  alUance,  are  treated  and  concluded  on« 
Here  all  die  afiairs  that  relate  to  foreign  nations  are  difcufled  :  objeds 
which,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  have  been  confided  to  the  Signoria ;  as 
it  is  exceedingly  natural  that  the  final  determination  onfubje<£ls  fp  im«- 
fK>rtant  (hould  be  confirmed  by  the  vote  of  the  Configlio  de  i  Pregadi.. 

The  Republic  has  adhered  about  fixty  years  to  its  fyftem  of  neutra*^ 
lity :  but  it  is  an  armed  neutrality.  It  appears  to  me  to  have  wifely 
renounced  all  thought  of  conqueil ;  and  to  have  firmly  determined  to 
inaintainits  pofTefiions  on  both  fides  of  the  Adriatic,  and  in  the  Greek 
4Qand8. 

The  Arfenal  no  doubt  is  as  worthy  of  obfervation  as  any  arfenal  in 
'Europe  :  for  it  confifts  of  ftores  both  for  feaand  land.  Arms  for  fixty 
tiboufand  foot  and  twenty  thoufand  horfe  are  arranged  in  an  orna-^ 
mental  manner ;  and  decorated  with  ancient  armour,  and  Turkifh 
ipoil&  At  the  entrance  of  the  arfenal,  there  are  two  antique  coloflal- 
-Mons^  of  Parian  marble  y  which  were  brought  from  the  celebrated  Pi- 
nsan  haven,  by  the  Doge  Francefco  Morofini ;  who  took  Athene,  and. 
fo  heroically  defended  Candia. 

I  am  aflured  that  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  workmen  are  daily 
employed  in  the  arfenal:  where  you  fee  rope-makers,  anchor- fmiths,, 
and  cannon-founders.  The  provifion  of  artillery,  mortals  howitzers, 
and  other  inftruments  of  deftrudion,  is  dreadful.  The  arfenal  contains 
eighteen  fhips  of  the  line,  and  fix  frigates,  each  in  its  covered  dry  dock ;, 
and  fix  new  fhips  of  the  line  are  now  building.  Contrary  to  the  cuf* 
tom  of  every  other  maritime  power,  all  veflTels  that  carry  lefs  than  fixty- 
four  guns  are  efteemed  frigates :  while  the  trench  fhips  above  forty,^ 
and  the  Englifh  above  fifty,  are  ranked  as  fhips  of  the  line. 

The  pradice  of  preferving  fhips  under  cover,  in  dry  docks,  has  its 

advantages.     Ships  may  in  this  manner  be  preferved  during  a  long 
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xrourfe  of  years :  whereas  thofe  that  lie  in  water  require  repair  in  Cix^ 
teen  or  twenty  years :  after  which,  in  ten  years'  time,  they  are  im- 
proper either  for  long  voyages  or  the  fervice  of  wan  But  this  pradice 
has  likewife  its  difadvantages.  A  fliip  that  has  once  heen  to  fea  muft 
not  afterward  be  laid  up  in  a  dry  dock.  If  it  were,  the  wood  would 
flirink  and  it  would  leak  when  launched  into  the  water  again.  Neither 
is  it  pofiible  to  judge  properly  of  a  veflel  that  has  never  been  in  ufe ; 
and,  as  a  rider  (hould  know  his  horfe  and  a  colonel  his  regiment,  fo 
ihould  the  failors,  officers,  and  admirals,  knov^  the  qualities  of  a  ihip. 

The  mechanifm  of  a  fliip  is  fo  multifarious,  an  inconfiderable  defe£fc 
4n  its  proportions  operates  fo  ftrongly,  the  materials  of  which  it  is 
•built  are  fo  numerous,  and  their  qualities  are  fo  different,  that  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  for  the  moft  fcientific  fliip-builder  accurately  to  de- 
termine <:oncerning  the  imperfedions  of  the  machine,  till  experience 
has  taught  what  they  are  and  how  they  may  be  redlified.  The  late 
King  of  Sweden  at  a  great  expence  caufed  docks  *  for  new  fhips  to  be 
cut  in  the  rock  at  Carlfcrone.  A  grand  work  :  but  1  doubt  whether 
the  maritime  powers  will  follow  the  example.  The  rule  in  Venice  is 
to  lay  a  new  fhip  on  the  flocks,  as  foon  as  one  of  thofe  laid  up  puts  to 
fea ;  and  I  am  affured  that  there  are  now  ten  fhips  of  the  line  at  fea. 
The  Republic  therefore  poffeffes  twenty-eight  fhips  of  the  line,  that 
carry  from  fixty-four  to  eighty  guns.  A  formidable  fleet ;  if  it  be 
well  manned,  and  well  commanded. 

Here  likewife  they  have  galleys,  cutters,  fchooners,  bomb-ketches, 
and  fmaller  vefTels ;  and  with  the  refl  the  fuperb  Bucentoro^  on  board 
of  which  the  Doge  annually  goes  to  fea,  and  marries  the  Adriatic :  in 
commemoration  of  the  vidory  obtained  by  the  Venetians,  under  the 
command  of  their  Doge  Sebaftiano  Ziani,  in  the  year  1 1 77,  over 
the  Emperor  Frederic  Barbaroffa;  when  Pope  Alexander  the  Third 
fled  from  him,  and  took  refuge  in  Venice.     The  conqueror,  Ziani, 

*  Schauer.   From  the  context,  I  think  this  muft  be  the  meaning  of  the  word  :  though  I 
^o  not  poffcrs,  nor  do  I  know  where  to  procure,  a  German  Marine  Didionary.    T. 

made 
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made  his  public  entry  on  Afcenfion  Day ;  leading  Otho,  the  Emperor's 
fon^  prifoner ;  and  having  captured  forty -eight  fhips :  among  which^ 
according  to  a  Venetian  hiftorian,  was  the  Imperial  galley*  The  Pope 
went  to  meet  the  Doge  on  the  fhore,  gave  him  his  ring,  and  com-^ 
manded  him  to  caft  it  into  the  fea:  by  which  it  ihould  be  fubjeded  to  * 
ail  fucceeding  Doges,  as  the  wife  is  to  her  hufband. 

The  Bucentoro  is  magnificently  embelliihed  with  carving  and  gild- 
ing :  but,  as  it  is  annually  launched  into  the  water,,  and  then  laid  up 
again  in  the  dock,  fhort  as  the  voyage  it  makes  is,  it  generally  needs 
repairing  every  year. 

About  twenty  miles  fouth  of  Venice,  the  Republic  has  nearly  com- 
pleted an  undertaking  which  is  fcarcely  inferior  to  the  greateft  works  of 
ancient  Rome.  A  high  wall,  or  pier,  of  large  ftones  is  built,  on  a  fmall 
cape ;  the  purpofe  of  which  is  to  protedl  the  ihaliow  waters  that  fur- 
round  the  feventy-two  iflands,  on  which  the  city  is  built,  and  many 
others  that  are  feen  fcattered  around,  againft  the  wild  waves  of  the 
Adriatic.  To  refift  thefe,  the  wall  is  conftruded  upon  two  diftind  ter- 
races of  marble;  each  of  which  is  nine  paces  broad.  The  fmallefl:  of 
thefe  terraces,  which  eonfifts  of  four  (leps,  is  oppofed  to  the  inner 
waters,  which  are  called  La  Laguna.  The  joints  of  the  done,  after 
the  manner  of  the  ancient  Roman  buildings,  are  all  filled  with  a  mix- 
ture of  lime  and  puzzolana.  This  latter  material  is  brought  from 
Mount  Vefuvius. 

On  the  wall  is  the  following  infcription  : 

Vi  facra  itftuarioj  Urbtj  -et  Libertatu  fedes^  perpetuum  eonfemHtitur^  cohjfeaf  moles  ix  foRd9 
tnarrmn  contra  mare  pofuen  Curaiores  Aquarum. 

Anno  falutis  MDCCLI* 

Ab  urbe  condita  Mccczxx. 

^<  The  Confervators  of  the  Waters  have  eredled  this  coIofTal  rampart  of  folsd  marble,  to 
^  oppofe  the  fea  and  for  ever  pirefenre  the  facred  ihallows,  the  feat  of  the  City,  and 
^  of  Freedom. 

<Mn  the  year  of  redemption  udcclx  ; 
<*  From  the  founding  of  the  city,  iicccxzx/' 

I  mea** 
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I  meafured  the  length  of  this  ftone  pier,  as  far  as  it  is  completed ;  and 
counted  three  thoufand  fix.  hundred  and  twenty  paces,  or  fteps. 

I  fhall  be  accufed  as  a  heretic,  by  many,  if  I  fpeak  my  opinion  of  the 
painters  of  the  Venetian  fchool.  Titian,  Paul  Veronefe,  Tintorett, 
^afTano,  and  others,  are  great  names  in  the  annals  of  the  art*  No 
painter  has  fo  well  expreffed  the  deceptive  colouring  of  life,  or  the 
foft  carnations  of  the  human  body  fo  inimitably,  as  Titian.  Art  is  . 
certainly  much  indebted  to  the  Venetian  fchool :  and  the  longer  young 
painters  remain  here  the  more  they  may  learn*  The  art  of  painting 
itfelf  is  indeed  of  fo  fugitive  a  nature,  and  fo  difficult  to  feize,  that  it 
includes  in  itfelf  many  arts,  and  many  kinds  of  talent.  Still  I  infift 
that  the  pidures  by  the  Venetian  matters,  which  I  had  previoufly 
feen  fcattered  through  many  parts  of  Italy,  while  they,  excited  my 
admiration,  left  my  feelings  cold*  In  Venice,  I  have  feen  their  mafter- 
pieces,  in  the  palace  of  the  Doge  and  the  church  of  Madonna  della 
Salute:  yet  thefe  mafterpieces  left  me  with  the  fame  fenfations;  and, 
engaged  as  I  have  been  by  other  objefts,  I  have  forborne  to  vifit  many 
more  of  their  pictures  in  different  churches  and  palaces.  All  that 
colouring  has  lutherto  attained  I  willingly  grant  they  poflefs :  but  not 
the  lovelinefs  of  Guido,  not  the  comic  humour  of  the  Flemifh  painters, 
not  the  daring  ftrokes  of  the  Caracci,  not  the  ftrength  of  Goercino, 
And  yet  how  far  even  are  thefe  painters,  of  the  Bolognefe  fchool,  a( 
leaft  in  my  opinion,  below  Correggio,  Dominichino,  Leonardo  da 
Vinci,  Michael  Angelo,  (of  whofe  powers  no  man  ought  to  judge,  who 
has  not  feen  the  Qapella  Sijlina  at  Rome)  and  he  who  (lands  alone, 
the  immortal  Raphael! 

Dare  I  avow  it  ?  Yet  why  not  ?  I  am  no  connoiffeur ;  and  he  to 
whom  art  is  an  affair  of  confequence  will  confider  my  opinion  as  of 
fmall  moment.  I  therefore  do  avow  that  the  Venetian  painters  appear 
to  me  to  have  attained  all  that  mere  art,  all  that  talent  can  beftow :  bMt 
that  they  have  never  yet  fet  foot  on  the  boundaries  of  genius. 

Thefe  boundaries  have  been  entered  with  a  firm  ftep  by  the  lovely 
Poetefs,  who  lived  here  many,  years,  and  who  lately  died,  the  Countefs 

of 
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XfE  Rofctil^rg.  England  gave  her  birth^  a  German  his  name^  and  Italj 
lier  finiihing  education.  Wad  it  native  humour  that  iofilired  thofe 
flowing  ideas^  thofe  delightful  feniations,  which  were  neither  Engliih^ 
German,  nor  Italian  ?  The  French  language  was  the  inflrutnient  (he 
chofe ;  the  limited  powers  of  which  may  fuflGice  for  the  witling,  but 
fmk  under  the  man  of  genius,  and  utter  difcord  if  tuned  to  fenfibility  *• 
But  her  art  was  enchanting. ;.  for,  evea  in  this  language,  fhe  fluently 
exprefled  her  beautiful  and  poetical  thoughts.  In  defcribing  the  man- 
ners of  a  people  but  little  known  to  us,  Lts  Morlaqucs^  fhe  painted  the 
£ne  feelings  of  her  own  fouL  A  national  feftival  of  the  Venetians 
aflforded  her  materials  for  a  charming  narrative  ;  in  which,  with  the 
mod  lively  touches,  (he  reprefented  the  manners  of  the  Gondoliers :  a 
peculiar  clafs  of  people,  which  are  and  can  be  only  known  to  Venice. 
Burde,  the  tranflator  of  Paradife  Loft,  ^n  excellent  lyric  poet,  has  ele- 
gantly tranflated  her  firft  work  into  German  :  but  this  work  is  not  fo 
much  known  as  it  deferves  to  be. .  We^pant- after  the  literary  novelties 
ofFfanoe.  The  Barber  of  Seville,  and  the  Marriage  of  Figaro^  have 
beon  .performed  inceflantly  on  dtie  GennajL  iUge;  aad- the  peUy 
fenfationsof  the  l^eartfefs  G«nlis*  are  in  the  ba^s.of  evoy  motljer  of 
a  family:  while  the  witty  and  feeling  waitings  of  Rofenberg  arc 
sJmoft  uiJcnown.      .  .      ^  •         t  . 

The  population  of  thisgity  is  eftimfftodat  /i  hundred  and  fr^dy'tjioij^ 
fand  f<wils,}  and  the  numbcrofpeopJeJn  the  whole  territories  of  the 
Republic  at  two  millions iia^  ahf^.  :,^ia  proportion  to  a  popiilation  fo 
great  as  this,  the  government  m^intdns  but  few  foldiers :  I  met  with 
none  in  the  city.  Neither  the  citizeps  nor  the  peafants  are  forbidden  the 
ufe  of  arms :  a  certain  tokjen  thatr  (he  gpyernment:  is  mild^  and  the 
fubje^  contented. ;  \  :    ,-   .. , .    .    i     :    y        .     ^'.         .     . 

It  grieves  me;  that  I  hav/^  n^rfq^  the  jraqgntairvms  diftri^s  of  this 
country;  and  that  I  have  nothijigto  tfell  !you  of  the  cities  of  Vic^za,^ 
Verotta,.  Bergamo,  and  Brefcia.  ..It  was.  agajnft  my  will  that  I  did  not 
i"  •  •'      *  I  anjXorry W fey  thcfe i«t«arWWc'Mi1liiotei  utijuft.    T-  ' 

you  II.  4  H  i:  vifxt 
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vifit  Mantoa,  dw  birth  place  of  Virgil ;  and  that  I  renounced  a  joumej 
thtxMigh  th^  tnMihtdnfi  of  Tyrol :  bm  the  feafim  of  the  year  demands 
expeditions  wbidi  the  dafire  of  ohc^  more  vifiting  oar  friends  and  our 
fitie*fide  increaibs* 


■  I'll 
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Wi 


Vieooa^  ad  Novepiber  1792.^ 


i'  left  Venke  on  t!ie  !z6th,  •  and  were  rowed  through  a 
canal  over  TO  Mcftre*  From  this  we  foon  came  to  the  country  of 
Treyift) ;  the  capital  of  the  Venetian  province  of  Marca  dl  Trevijb^ 
and  the  native  place  of  Tottla;  the  King  of  the  Goths.  The  town 
contiins  about  twenty  Aoufend  inhabitants ;  and  the  province,  Bke 
that  of  friuli,  Is^  flat,  frcfitfW,'  and  well  cultivated.-  We  met  with-bucfc 
wheat  in  fieldis  which  no  dodbt  had  previonfly  afforded  one.harveft. 
This  plant,  fo  common  to  the  north  of  Germany,  I  *fbund  in  the  bo* 
fanic  gardens  of  the  Touthtof  Myjatid  in  Sicily.  From  Mellrcr,the 
mdun^aiM  of  the  north-Wettprovltttfes  of  Venice,  which  extend  to  th« 
ridge  of  live  mountains  of  Carfiit)la,-Triay  be  feen. 

On  the  evening  of  the  27th,- we  reached  the  German  boundaries 
between  Udlne,  the  chief  town  of  the  Venetian  Frruli ;  and  the  fbrtrefe 
(tf  Gradifoa,  Which  Tics  iii  Atiftriiin  Prirfi^  though  the  Italian  language 
is  there  fpoken.  This  language  ceafes  before  the  German  be^ns. 
The  rhicf  part  of  Cariiidla,  ttorofugh  'which  we  travelled,  is  inhabited 
by  Vandals  ;  whofe  Slavonic  diade^t  is  entirely  unintelligible  to  Ger^ 
mans,  fo  that  we  could  liOt  converfe  with  the  men  whom  we  firft  met 
with  iniSejproswy^  r  Th^  lfm4lQrds  hp«r«v»r  fppke  P»r  UAguage.    The 
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pi^ople  are  the  defceadants  of  Vandajsj  who  refemble  %hp  }aha¥tafltt5 
that  live  in  fcattcred  hamlets  throughput,  Lufatia  and  Mecklenburg, 

Thefe  common  traces  of  ^heir  origin  would  have  difappdared,  U>  th?-; 
advantage  of  the  Vandals,  had  not  a  ftate  df  va{&lage^  op^refled  them 
in  Germany  ind  Italy  j  front  whtoh  they  were'  firft  celkted  in  xUf. 
province^  as  wdl  as  in  Bohemia,  by  Jofeph  the  Second*. .  TThe  Sclavor 
nian  tribes  have  for  ages  been  fp  bowed  down,by  itbfe.yobQ  Of  flutery^ 
that  time  is  required  to  make  them  ref&mbl^  free  men.         / 

The  country  is  charming,  diverfified  with  mountaintMS  parts,  feirtilfe^' 
and  well  cultivated^    In  the  fmall  towns,  profperity  is  vifiW^  i  efpc- 
cially  in  Laubach,  the  chief  place  of  the  province. 

The  homed  cattle  are  very  fmall :  but  the  horfes  are  large,  and 
ftrong.  The  duchy  of  Stiria  I  think  is  ftill  better  cultivated :  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  though  they  rather  refemble  the  people  of  Ger- 
many than  of  Carniola,  are  yet  very  diftindtly  divided  into  Vandals 
and  Germans ;  the  numbers  pf  the  latter  beiug  far  the  moft  confider- 
able.  The  country  is  pleafant :  the  mountains  are  clothed  with  oaks, 
beech  trees,  apdpinieMi*  :  'Every  kind  of  grain  is  well  cultivated;  and 
the  white  wine  is  vf  ry  pleafant.  -      t  »  :       * 

The  people  are  not  unfriendly :  but  wehad  been  foaccuftomed  to  the* 
animation  of  the  Italians  that  they  appeared  tedious,  and  dull.     W-e 
found  a^  want  too  of  the  expeditious  mode  qf  travelling  in  Italy.    The., 
poft-houfes,  of  Carniola  and  Stiria,  are  not  well  provided  with  horfes. . 
Thefe  countries  however  are  beautiful  j  and,  from  the  fhady  mountains, 
you  look  down  on  fruitful  valleys,  watered  by  brooks  and  rivers%     In- 
duftry  and  profperity  appear  to  enliven  the  land :  the  inns  are  good, 
and  the  heart  is  rejoiced  again  ^to  me^t  with  German  cleanlinefs.     The 
towns  and  villages  of  Stiria  are  wellbuMt;  and  the  peafantshave  better 
haHtations  than  the  Vandals  of  Carniola.     The  people  feem  to  take  a. 
lively  part  in.  the  war  againft  the  French.     J  inet  with  a  cheerful 
won^an,  at  the  houfe  of  the  toU-takor,  in  Auftrian  Friuli^  who  had  n 
little  boy  in  her  arms;  and  vho,  with  maternal  pride,  gave  meth^i 

4  H  a  hillory 
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hiftory  of  her  fon,  twenty  years  of  age,  who  though  fo  young  had 
made  two  campaigns  againft  the  Tutks  ;  and  now  a  lieutenant,  in  a 
reginient  of  horfe,  had  marched  to  fight  the  Ftench. 

The  farther  we  went  in  Stiria  the  more  pleafant  the  country  became*.  • 
A  confid^rablc  mountain,  called  Semmerlng,  feparates  this  province 
from  Auftria  Proper:  the  firft  afpcd  of  which,  from  the  mountain,  is 
delightful  in  the  charms  of  wild  nature.  Soon  afterward,  die  country 
becomes  flat,  is  well  tilled,  and  the  towns  have  a  good  appearance* 
The  inns  are  wtll  fupplied,  the  people  attentive,  and  the  travelling  by 
poft  is  here  excellent.     We  arrived  at  Vienn4  this  forenoon*' 
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Vienna,  15th  December  tjgrl 

Although  I  have  been  fix  weeks  in  this  great  city,  I 
have  not  yet  fufficiently  examined  the  many  remarkable  things  it  con- 
tains to  afford  you  any  fatisfadtory  account  of  them.  My  afternoons 
and  evenings  areconfumed  in  the  charms  of  fociety;  and  I  dedicate 
the  forepart  of  the  day  either  to  renewing  my  acquaintance,  with  per- 
fons  whom  I  have  formerly  known  elfewhere,  in  and  out  of  Germany, 
or  to  the  forming  new  connedions :  fome  of  which  I  find  very  inter- 
efting. 

You  know  my  averfion  to  being  hurried  away  in  the  whirlpool  of 
falhionable  life :  however  I  have  no  where  met  with  fo  little  conftraint, 
among  the  great,  as  in  this  metropolis.  The  old  and  the  young,  who 
in  other  great  cities  of  Germany,  while  they  fo  frequently  aflemble  in 
the  fame  chamber,  appear  to  hold  themfel ves'  diftant  and  diflind  from 
each  other,  here  confidentially  <:onverib  together ;  and  thus  commu* 

nicate 
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skate  a  tone  of  variety  and  animation,  and  a  charm  to  focial  inter- 
courfe  which  render  it  delightful.  Not  all  modelled  by  the  fame  rules, 
not  equally  ftiff  and  ftrait  laced,  by  which  the  human  charader  is 
fo  frequently  degraded,  and  which  repetition  renders  fo  difgufting,  you 
here  meet  with  people  of  diflFerent  propenfities,  who  therefore  have 
greater  powers  of  entertaining.  The  women  are  lively  and  pleafant  j 
and  grave  ftatefmen  and  rough  warriors  liften  to  them  with  delight^ 
Neither  is  gaming,  which  in  other  cities  is  the  gulph  of  all  the  affecStions 
and  paflions,  here  the  only  employment  of  fociety. 

Strangers  are  welcomed  with  amenity  j  and  with  an  air  that  fhews 
the  heart  and  the  lips  are  not  at  variance.  If  a  ftranger  be  introduced 
to  certain  families,  he  is  neither  obliged  to  yawn  with  the  tedious 
glutton,  nor  adminifter  to  the  avarice  of  a  rapacious  card  party.  His 
hoft,  on  the  contrary,  endeavours  to  found  his  afFeftions,  heighten  hii^ 
pleafures,  and  receive  him  with  that  unafFefted  hofpitality  which  ren- 
ders his  flay  agreeable ;  and  his  endeavours  are  irfually  fuccefsful. 

I  became  acquainted  at  the  Imperial  library  with  the  Abbe  Denis^i 
vrho,  ardently  in  love  with  the  Mufe,  poffefles  her  favours.  We  defire 
to  find  beth  the  man  and  the  poet  ardent^  yet  kind  ;  gentle,  yet  digni- 
fied ;  and  we  are  rejoiced  to  fee  our  hopes  confirmed.  As  librarian,, 
he  is  at  prefent  employed  in  writing  a  commentary  on  the  rich  col- 
ledtion  of  manufcripts  the  library  poffefles  j  and  his  labours  give  hivtk 
delighti  He  will  publifli  many  literary  difcoveries,  and  detedl  many 
errors;  but  without  dipping  his  pen  in  gall:  though  a  criticj^^  he  wilt 
prefcrve  the  charafter  of  a  worthy  man. 

In  the  hall  of  the  Imperial  library,  which  is  very  grand,,  we  are  gla<t 
to  meet  the  entire  colledion  of  books  made  by  the  great  Eugene :  the 
hero  who,  hefide  poffefling  the  talents  of  the  warrior  and  the  ftatef- 
man,  had  acquired  great  and  various  knowJedge^ 

The  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory,  in  minerals  and  petrifaQiions,  con- 
noiffeura  affirm  is  inferior  to  none  in  Europe.  My  entire  ignorance 
of  natural  hiHory,^  a  fcience  as  interefting  as  it  is  extenfive,  will  not 

permit 
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permit  me  to  entertain  you  with  an  account  of  the  riches  of  this  coU 
leftion. 

This  ignorance  equally  forbids  me  to  fay  all  I  could  wifli  of  tb* 
green-houfe  at  Schonbrttnn^  which  I  have  vifited  with  fo  much  fatif- 
fadion.  Pcrfons  Ayho  have  been  in  England  afiure  me  that  green* 
houfes  are  no  where  fo  lofty  as  this  is ;  and  that  therefore  the  great 
fouthern  plants  do  not  flourifh  any  where  in  Europe  in  fo  much 
beauty  as  at  Schonbrunn :  where  you  walk  under  large  Eaft  and  Weft 
India  palms  of  different  fpecies,  the  great  helicon*,  the  mahogany 
cedar,  the  mimofa,  fugar-canes,  and  bamboos.  Schonbrunn  is  richer 
than  Kew  in  plants  from  the  Cape,  the  J/Ie  de  France^  and  the  Ifle  de 
Bourbon;  but  not  fo  well  ftocked  with  North  American  plants,  mbft  of 
\vhich  in  England  grow  in  the  open  air :  which  is  fo  changeablfe  in  the 
fcountry  round  Vienna  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  them.  Mr.  Von  Bofe, 
to  whofe  immediate  infpe£tion  the  botanic  garden  is  committed,  has 
travelled  "fix  years  in  both  the  Indies,  and  through  different  parts  of 
Africa.  He  has  left  an  experienced  gardener  at  the  Cape,  who  annu- 
ally fends  him  either  new  plants  or  feeds.  Other  gardeners  are  now 
ftationed  at  other  places.  Various  unknown  plants  have  beeft  pro- 
duced, by  the  feeds  thus  procured  ;  and  a  week  feldom  pafles  in  which 
difcoveries  of  plants  and  flowers  are  not  made.  We  faw  fome  rare 
water  plants  in  bloom. 

The  celebrated  Meffieurs  Jacquin,  father  and  fon,  have  the  chief 
fuperintendance  of  the  botanic  garden  at  Schonbrunn ;  and  have  a 
little  garden,  where  they  live,  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Vienna.  As 
foon  as  a  new  plant  blows  at  Schonbrunn,  it  is  brought  to  them  ;  and 
artifts  are  employed,  by  whom  it  is  painted.  Thefe  artifts  likewifc 
paint  fuch  flowers  at  Schonbrunn  which  are  too  tender  to  be  removed, 
vdthout  danger  in  winter,  to  Vienna. 

The  green-houfes  at  Schonbrunn  are  enlivened  by  the  flight  and  the 
fong  of  fouthern  birds ;  and,  under  the  trees  of  their  own  country,  we 

*  Heliconien:  probably  the  heliEltres,     T. 
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there  fee  the  beautiful  ihining  red  cardinal,  which  is  like  wife  from  its 
note  called  the  Virginian  nightingale,  the  rice  bird  *,  the  ruby-beak  t> 
aqd  others  of  variegated  plumage,  with  the  names  of  which  I  am  un- 
acquainted. A  pair  of  the  fmall  parrot  fpecies  fat  lovingly  on  a  bought 
and,  for  the  tendernefs  of  their  afiedion,  they  have  been  called  the 
lofeparablea. 

For  thie  perfeflion  of  tliis  botanic  garden  and  its  hot-houfes,  we  are 
indebted  to  Jofeph  the  Second.  Leopold  promoted  what  his  prede- 
oeifor  had  begun ;  and  Francis  the  Second  continued  the  fame 
expence. 

Some  inftitutions  in  Vienna  have  likewife  partly  been  founded  and 
partly  improved  by  Jofeph  the  Second,  The  fick  are  better  attended 
in  the  hofpitals ;  and  regularity,  induftry,  health,  and  ohetrfxdnt&p 
animate  thi6  children  of  the  orphan-houfe.  The  Naruntburm  $,  or 
Mad-*houie,  is  a  remarkable  inftitution ;  large,  circular,  and  live  ftoriea 
high,  Ther*  i$  a  paflage,  at  the  fide  of  which  the  cells  are  built,  wilh 
Ijkttiee  dQOf^;  through  which  you  may  look.  Thofe  lunatics  who  Iiai^: 
ijo  raviQg  fits  are.  allowed  to  walk  here,  and  in  the  court  below.  Tbia 
<;ovrt  however  is  fmall ;  and  a  more  open  pJace,  planted  with  trees,! 
would  no  doubt  be  more  beneficial  to  thofe  patients  whofe  lunacy  if 
of  a  melancholy  kind.  There  are  keepei^  tp  each  ilpry.  The  pa* 
tients  are  not  allowed  to  be  treated  with  etu^Uy :  they  have  good  bed99 
^nd  thofe  whoffe  r»ge  might  be  excited  by  yi/itors  are  not  permitted  to 
be  feen,  but  are  eiccjluded  from  the  eye  of  curiofity  by  a  do©o  At  thi? 
top  of  the  h^ildirig,  there  is  a  fmall  round  halcQuy ;  from  whiefe  you 
have  an  open  profpedl  over  the  country  and  city.  Jofeph  the  Secood, 
who  frequently  vifited  his  own  ipftitutions,  has  feveral  times  moufstcdr 
to  this  bafconyf 

Tb«  Orphan-houfe,  which  is  a  large  and  well-r€;gul«f d  buildings 
contains  three  hundred  and  forty-fijc  children.  The  boys  are  inftrufted 
fix  hours  each  d^y ;  and  the  girla>  whpfe  number  now  only  exteod^) 

•  Rfijk/Sgek  \  RMmnfchnUheh  $  Literally,  Idiots*  Tower.    T, 
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to  fevcnty,  are  obliged  to  take  care  of  theia;  linen  and  wafhing.  The 
children'  are  healthy,  well-behaVed,  and  cheerful.  The  boys  and  girls 
have  two  diftind  gardens ;  and  are  not  allowed  to  be  together  except 
at  church. 

The  Imperial  Piaure  Gallery  is  near  the  city,  in  the  Belvedere  pa- 
lace ;  which  was  inhabited  by  the  great  Eugene.  This  gallery  is  par^ 
ticularly  rich  in  paintings  of  the  Flemifti  and  Dutch  fchools  ;  and  there 
are  alio  many  pi£tures  Ihewn  that  bear  the  names  of  the  moft  famous 
Italian  mailers,  though  I  confefs  that  few  of  them  appear  to  be  ori- 
ginals. I  was  delighted  to  find  here  the  beautiful  Holy  Family  of  Ra- 
phael ;  a  copy  of  which  we  had  before  feen  at  Milam  The  original 
poffeffes  beauties  which  the  excellent  copy,  frefti  and  lively  as  its  co- 
lours have  been  preferved,  cannot  equal. 

In  the  gallery  of  the  Prince  of  Lichtenftein,  which  is  affirmed  to  be 
one  of  the  richeft  coUedions  poffeffed  by  any  private  man  in  Europe; 
we  faw  fome  excellent  paintings.  There  are  portraits  in  both  galleries 
by  Chriftian  Seibolt,  a  painter  who  lived  in  Vienna  under  the  reign  of 
Maria  Therefa,  the  deception  of  which  is  inimitable.  His  own  poitrait^ 
painted  by  himfelf,  is  in  my  opinion  more  excellent  than  the  reft ;  and 
is  in  the  Lichtenftein  Gallery.  A  magnifying  glafs  lies  befide  it : 
through  which  thofe  who  look  are  aftonifhed  at  the  new  perfedtions* 
they  difcover.  His  unwearied  affiduity  was  accompanied  by  a  noble 
freedom  of  hand.  The  picture  appears  to  live ;  and  the  animated 
glance,  even  in  the  moifture  of  the  eye,  poffeffes  undefcribable  truth. 

Seibolt  had  much  of  the  caprice  of  the  artift ;  which  he  even  exer- 
cifed  on  the  great  and  good  Maria  Therefa.  This  caprice,  if  I  am  not 
miftaken,  more  frequently  accompanied  the  men  of  talents  among  the 
Flemifh  and  Dutch  artifts  than  among  the  Italian  ;  and,  when  thus  com- 
bined with  talent,  it  gives  delight  to  many :  but  not  to  me*  I  cen« 
fider  it  as  the  mark  of  a  difcordant  charader.  It  did  hot,  it  could  not 
obtrude  itfelf  upon  Raphael  :  it  was  beneath  him.  Had  he  not  poi^ 
feffed  pure  and  dignified  harmony  of  character  be  could  notjiavc  beea 
4  Raphael 
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'Raphael*  Agitated  by tlyj  caprice  of  felf-fufficiency,  the  artiff  often 
communicates  this  feeling  to  his  works :  while  the  more  noble-minded 
man,  more  enflamed  by  the  love  of  excellence  than  by  ambition,  is 
always  lefs  attentive  to  the  much  he  has  done  than  to  tbe  much  more 
that  he  has  to  do.  He  deeply  feels  how  far  he  is  below  diat  ideal 
perfedion  to  which  he  afpires. 

The  circumference  of  that  which  is  properly  the  fortified  city  of  Vi* 
enna  is  not  large,  and  only  contains  about  fixty  thoufand  fouls  :  but 
the  fuburbs  are  therefore  the  more  ample;  and,  according  to  an  efti^ 
mate  of  the  prefent  year,  the  city  and  the  fuburbs  together  contain  two 
hundred  and  lifty  thoufand  inhabitants.  In  the  city  itfelf  there  are  nu- 
merous and  beautiful  palaces*;  but  the  ftreets  are  not  fpacious,  and  arc 
in  part  crooked.  Thofe  people  of  fafhion  who  have  no  country  feats, 
or  who  arc  prevented  by  their  public  employments  from  leaving  Vienna, 
generally  refide  in  the  fuburbs  during  futnmer. 

The  country  round  Vienna  is  very  pleafant ;  but  this  city  in  the 
winter  feafon  is  frequently  vifited  by  dreadful  ftorms,  which  ru(b^ 
through  the  openings  of  the  neighbouring  mountains. 


LETTER    CVIL 


Drefden,  3 1  ft  December  i  ^gtf 

W  E  left  Vienna  on  the   19th  of  December,  and  were* 
overtaken  by  fo  violent  a  ftorm  on  the  great  bridge,  over  the  Danube,  > 
which  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  league  from  Vienna,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  take  fhelter  under  the  baluftrade,  or  the  carriage  would  have 
been  overturned  by  the  wind.  This  ftorm  was  felt  over  all  Germany, 
and  even  in  Denmark ;  and  many  houfes  were  unroofed,  and  trees 
blown  down,  by  its  impetuous  gufts. 
VoL.lI.  4.1  Tbe^ 
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The  Danube  here  is  very  broad ;  and  the  country  round  is  well 
wooded,  and  highly  beautiful*  The  fmall  ftretch  of  country  that  in« 
eludes  parts  of  Auftria  and  Moravia,  through  which  we  travelled  on 
our  journey  from  Vienna  to  Bohemia,  and  the  country  of  Bohemia 
itiel^  are  fertile  and  well  cultivated.  The  appearance  of  the  villages, 
and  little  towns,  denotes  the  profperity  of  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  north  of  Germany,  the  people  chcriih  many  groundless  pre- 
judices againfl:  the  foutheri^  provinces*  In  the  latter  the  inhabitants 
are  induftrious,  and  friendly.  The  roads  through  the  Imperial  States 
arc,  generally  fpealdng,  excellent :  the  poft-hoofes  are  well  provided 
with  borfes,  and  the  inns  are  much  better  than  in  the  circles  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Saxony  and  of  Weftphalia.  The  habitations  of  the  country 
pec^le  likewife  are  cheerful,  and  furrounded  with  gardens ;  which  are 
oornamented  with  numerous  fruit  trees.  The  befl;  apples  of  Geriojmy, 
which  are  called  Borjlqrfer^  after  a  village  of  Saxony,  are  the  produce 
of  Bohemia  as  well  as  of  the  province  from  which  they  t^ke  their  n^tne. 

I  met  with  vineyards  in  the  ibuth  of  Boheeia^  in  which  the  plants 
are  not  funk  under  the  earth  * :  but  they  were  all  very  wea]c,  and  wecc 
the  fprouts  of  the  year.  They  are  treated  here,  in  defiance  of  the  cli- 
mate of  Germany,  as  in  Apulia  and  Sicily :  except  that,  in  the  fouthera 
countries,  they  trim  the  young  fprouts  during  the  winter  feafon  ;  but 
in  Bohemia  they  remain  frozen  on  the  ground,  and  are  not  cut  till  the 
fpring. 

I  have  no  where  feen  partridges  and  hares  in  fuch  great  numbers  as 
in  ^dbuami  yet  they  arc  not  rigoroufly  preferved.  Bohemia  fwarms 
with  poachers.  Almoft  every  peafant  carries  a  gun :  for  venifon  and 
game  are  exceedingly  plentiful,  and  the  penalties  annexed  tp  this  illegal 
praAice  are  not  lieavy.  This  coimtry  fupplies  the  Imperial  army 
with  its  mod  expert  markfmen.  I  am  told  that  no  one  will  be  received 
in  the  corps  of  rifle-men  who  has  not,  at  the  diftance  of  two  hun- 

♦  The  text  IS — in  tvrlchen  die  rekn  nicht  unttr  dh  erde  grftrAt  nvaren.    This  I  fuppofe 
relates  to  fome  mode  of  cultivation  •,  or  of  Ibeltexitig  the  grape  ia.oold  dimates.    T. 

I  ^red 
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dred  paces,  hit  the  black  mark;  la  the  centre  once,  at  leaft.  In  the  three 
firft  fhots* 

We  arrived  on  the  24th  at  Prague ;  which  in  part  is  a  handfomely 
built  city.  Modern  embelllfliments  and  antique  magnificence,  both  in 
the  Bohemian  tafte,  are  combined  in  this  metropolis  of  the  kingdom. 
It  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  river  Muldau  ;  and  the  great  bridge 
ever  this  river  would  be  beautiful,  if  the  numerous  ftatues  which  are 
placed  there  were,  as  they  are  intended  to  be,  a  worthy  ornament. 
Some  iflands  and  the  high  banks  would  add  charms  to  the  profpefl,  were 
they  fhaded  with  trees^  On  this  fide  of  Prague  the  country  is  moun- 
tainous and  Well-wooded. 

At  Lowofitz^  we  arrived  at  the  Elbe ;  the  windings  of  which  we  had 
feen  from  Kolin,  on  the  other  fide  of  Prague. 

We  faw  a  man  who  was  bom  blind  at  Kolin,  and  who  played  on  the 
harpfichord.  He  poflefled  information  on  various  fubjedls  j  and  faid 
that  he  could  by  feeling  form  an  idea,  after  his  manner,  of  the  human 
figure  :  but  that  he  had  no  conception  of  the  figure  of  a  houfe. 

Kolin,  Prague,  Lowofitz,  and  the  fight  of  thefe  places,  gave  me  a 
lively  recolle<Stion  of  the  feven  years  war ;  and  of  the  occurrences  in 
which,  animated  by  the  war-fongs  of  our  immortal  Gleims,  I  and  my 
brothers  and  fillers  took  fo  zealous  a  part,  during  the  fports  of  our 
childhood.  While  my  eldeft  fitter  reprcfented  the  dignified  Emprefs, 
Maria  Therefa,  I  and  my  brother  fought  a  ferious  and  decifive  battle, 
to  know  whether  he  or  I  fliould  perfonate  Frederic  of  Pruflia.  The 
conquered  was  to  be  the  reprefentative  of  Field  Marflial  Daun.  So 
much  did  the  right  of  the  ftrongeft  prevail  that  my  younger  fifters 
had  no  choice,  whether  they  fhould  a<3:  as  the  Emprefs,  Elizabeth  of 
Ruflia,  or  fhould  head  the  army  of  the  Empire,  that  of  the  Swedes, 
or  that  of  France. 

From  Lowofitz  to  Aufig  we  journeyed  befide  the  Elbe,  among 
rocks ;  between  which  the  road  was  fo  narrow  that,  in  many  places, 
two  carriages  could  not  pafs  each  other.    The  beauties  of  the  river 

4  I  2  were 
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were  heightened  by  woody  hills,  on  the  oppofite  bank ;  among  which 
large  villages  are  fituated.  The  light  of  the  full  moon,  and  the  daz<* 
zUng  fiiow,.  gave  a  charm  to  this  profpecl ;  by  which  uo  man  could 
remain  unaSeded,  who  had  not  loft  all  fenfe  of  the  delights  of  nature 
in  winter. 

On  the  a  7th,  we  travelled  along  bad  roads,  but  through  pleafant 
countries,  over  the  mountains  which  feparate  Bohemia  from  Saxony ; 
and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  Drefden. 

I  fhall  leave  this  city  to-day,  the  3 1  ft,  in  the  afternoon ;  without  again 
examining  any  of  its  curiofities,  which  I  had  twice  fome  years  ago  feen, 
and  had  fo  much  admired.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  I  had  buflnefs,  and 
wanted  leifure#  I  did  not  even  vifit  the  piiSlure  gallery,  which  is  be- 
yond comparifon  the  firft  in  Germany ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  may 
claim  precedence  over  every  individual  gallery  in  Italy.  The  cities  in- 
deed of  Florence,  Bologna,  and  Genoa,  are  richer  than  Drefden  in  the 
beautiful  produftions  of  the  pencil.  But  in  this  refpeft,  where  is  the 
place  that  can  compare  to  Rome  ?  Yet  neither  in  the  three  firft  cities, 
nor  in  Rome  itfelf,  are  there  fo  much  variety  and  excellence  to  be 
found  in  any  fingle-  coUedtion. 

Drefden  has  alw^ays  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  fineft  city  in  Ger- 
many j  and  its  fituation  and  furrounding  country  are  uncommonly 
charming.  The  great  bridge  over  the  Elbe,  and  the  terrace  of  the 
garden  of  Count  Bruhl,  afford  pleafant  walks  and  profpe^is  even 
within  the  city;  and  fuch  as  do  not  yield  to  any  that  our  country 
affords,  except  to  the  grand  views  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine. 
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Abbey  of  Reichenau,  and  its  relics,  I.  45 
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anecdotes  of  the,  ii.  279.  ^39 
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Achilles,  ftatue  of,  i.  408 

Acorns,  remarks  on,  i.  222.  ii.  231.  560 
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Acqua  Pendente,  town  of,  i.  296 

Mragas,  or  Drago,  the  river,  ii.  307 

jicrilla,  an  ancient  place  in  Sicily,  ii.  427 

Acrotatus,  the  Spartan,  vice  and  folly  of,  ii.  376 

A6ting,  French,  cenfured,  i.  186 

A6lon,  Mr.  the  prime  minifter  of  Naples,  anec- 
dote of,  i.  476 

Adanfon,  the  botanift,  quoted,  ii.  485 

Adda,  a  river,  courfe  of  the,  ii.  238 

Addifon,  quoted,  i.  139.  48  j.  505 

cenfured,  i,  248.  280.  ii.  119 

Adelrich,  Saint,  legendary  tale  concerning,  i.  64 

Adige,  a  river,  ii.  576 

Adranum,  an  ancient  place,  ii*  347 

Adrian  of  Bubenberg,  anecdote  of,  i.  Ii8. 

Adrian,  the  Emperor,  remarks  on,  ii.  551 


Adriatic,  blue  colour  of  the,  ii.  13 1 

profpefl  of  the,  ii.  167 
Advoyer  of  Berne,  i.  129,  130 
jEgades,  or  Leranzo,  Maritimo,  and  Favignana 

"iflands,  ii.  271 
iEimneftus  the  tyrant,  anecdotes  of,  li.  347 
.^iolus,  the  Prince  of  Lipari,  i.  503,  ii.  302 

hiftorical  and  fabulous  traces  of,  ii.  517* 

iEfchrion,  defeat  of,  by  Hanno,  ii.  387 
-^fchylus,  quotation  from,  ii.  3 10 
anecdotes  of,  ii.  62.  31  j 
the  firft  who  ere6led  a  Itage,  11. 4^1 
JEtXi^i  Mount,  diflan.t  views  of,  ii.   188.  2o5. 
228.317.319,320.4(51 

a  nymph,  ii.  318 

timber  of,  ii.  347 

afcent  of,  ii.  473 

defolatlcHi  of,  near  the  fummit,  ii.  478 

grandeur  of,  ii.  473,  474.  478.  493 

crater  of,  defcribed,  ii.  479 

fertility  of,  ii.  496 

healthy  air  of,  ib. 
jEtna,  the  name  of  an  ancient  town,  ii.  462 
AfFe6tion,  filial,  reverence  paid  to,  ii.  463 
Agafias,  a  Greek  fculpt or,  i.  412 
Agathocles,  hiftorical  traces  of,ii.  187.  220.  3i(5. 

a  native  of  Sciacca,  ii.  285 

low  birth  and  early  vices  and  virtues 

of,  ii.  372 
warlike  propenfities  of,  li.  373 
artifice  of,  to  fave  his  life,  ib. 
ambitious  duplicity  of,  ii.  374.  378. 

387 
cruelty  of,    ii.  375.  377-385.  386, 

387*  388.  390,  39^ 
dilTcmbled  patriotifm  of,  ii.  375 

Agathocles^ 
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Agathoclcs,  defeat  of,  ij.  378.  388 

daring  projeS  of,  ii,  379 
rapacity  of,  ii.  377>37^ 

. in  the  Lipari  iilands,  ii. 392 

burns  his  (hips,  ii.  379 
vi6lories  gained  by,  ii.  381.  384.  388 
daring  a6l  of,  ii.  384 
inriprifonment,  refcue,  and  flight  of, 

ii.  389 
peace  made  by,  with  the  Carthagi- 
nians, ii.  391 
proclaims  himfelf  a  king,  ii.  386 
wit  and  jocularity  of,  ii.  388 
naval  ftratagem  of,  ii.  387 
death  of,  ii.  392 

the  younger,  murder  of,  by  his  ne- 
phew, ii.  392 
Agefandros,   Polvdorus    and   Athenadorus,    the 

fculptors  of  the  Laocoon,  i.  433 
Agironc,  a  place,  ii.  468 
Agnano,  lake  of,  the  ftippofed  Cocytus,  ii.  30 
Agnes  of  Auftria,  anecdote  of,  i.  116 
Agriculture,  i.  34.  ii.  2^6 

round  Mentz,  i.  22 
round  Fr^kfort,  i.  23 
in  the  Bergftraflc,  i.  25 
of  Savoy,  i.  190 
of  Piedmont,  i.  ig^ 
near  FKa,  i.  288 
Sienna,  i.  293 
Riccia,  i.  401 
bad,  in  the  States  of  the  Church,  i. 

297 
of  the  States  of  the  Church;  and  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,   compared, 

Hiefo  the  fj-iertd  of,  ii,  409 
Agngentini,  overcome  by  the  Syracufians,  Ii.  334 
Agrigcntum,  derivation  of,  ii.  290 

profpcrity  and    voluptuoufnefs  of, 

ii.  290,  291,  292.  303 
fiegc  of,  ii.  294 

miferies  endured  at,  Li.  297 
grand  afpedl  of,  ii.  307,  308 
attempts   of,  for    the  freedom  of 

Sicily,  ii.  363 
population  of,  H.  298 
revolutions  of,  ii.  299 
Agrippa  chara6lerized,  ii.  80 
Agrippina,  murder  of,  by  Nero  her  fon,  i.  496 
Jgrumi,  explanation  of,  and  particulars  concem- 
irrg,  ii.  147.  2c6.  224.  227.  275.  277. 
493.  497;  5-24- 528.  536 
AI<^iebelle,  a  plare,  i.  189 
Air,  healthy  at  Berne,  i.  140 
uu healthy  at  Pavia,  i.  244 


Air,  unhealthy  in  Lonabardy,  i.  238 
inflaminable,  near  Florence,  i.  ^79 
dangerous,  near  the  Pontine  marm,  i.  454 
unhealthy,  at  Cumae,  i.  492 
aromatic,  ii.  73.  10 j.  107 
healthy,  of  Sorento,  ii.  108 
infalubrious,  of  Paeftum,  ii.  109,  no.  115 
of  Cotrone,  ii.  180 
near  Catanzaro,  ii.  185 
of  Mcffina,  falubrious,  ii.  225 
unhealthy,  ii.  446,  447 
Aithra,  connubial  atFeftionof,  ii.  136 
Ajax  enraged,  coloiTal  bud  of,  i.  436 
Afabis,  an  ancient  river,  ii.  322 
Alba,  two  ancient  places  fo  called,  i.  398 
Albani,  pi6lure8  by,  i.  201.  306 
Albano,  a  town,  i.  392 

diftri^tof,  i.  393 

hill  of,  fuperftilion  concerning,  i.  397 
Albanus,  lake  of,  formerly  a  volcano,  ii.  9 
Albert  of  Habfburg,  anecdote  of,  i.  115 
Albis,  the,  a  mountain,  i.  72.  77,  78.  oj 
Alcamo,  a  town,  defcdbed,  ii.  2  j8 

population  of,  i6, 
Alcibiades,  hiftorical  traits  of,  it.  334.  ^$6. 464 
Alcimenes,  mentien  of,  ii.  355 
Alcinous,  gankn  of,  ii.  ^29 
Alder  tree  fcarce  in  Italy,  ii.  187 
Alembic  remarkable  for  the  cure  oidl&si&s,  ii.  9 
Aleflandria,  town  of,  i.  213 

&mou3  refiiknce  of,  i.  214 
Alexander,  head  of,  beautiful,  at  Florence,  i.  280 
Algardi,  an  artift,  i.  223 
Algarotti,  monument  of,  i.  291 
Alicata,  a  town,  ii.  312,  313.  238 

population  of,  ii.  3 13 
Alipus,  ftoryof,  i.  318 
Almo,  or  Accia,  a  river,  i.  360 
Alps  charafterized,  i,  195.  197.  200.  ao^.  209. 

214.  ^SS  . 
Alpdein,  a  mountain,  i.  44 
Altar,  tradition  concerning  an,  i.  338 
Altars>  numerous  in  Catholic  churches,  i.  309 
Alto-relievo  of  Loretto,  ii.  ^6^ 
Altorf,  in  Uri,  i.  95 

the  .place  where  Tell  fliot  the  apple,  i.  98 
Aitftadt,  idand  of,  i.  90 
Amarenaforte,  a  wine,  ii.  497 
AmbaiTador,  Athenian,  reply  of,  to  Gelo,  ii.  330 
Ambaifadors,  Koman,  haughtily  treated  by  the 
Samnitesi  i.  467 
of  Athens  deceived  by  the  Acef- 

tnei,  ii.  26^ 
treatment  of,  at  Venice,  ii.  J96 
Ambrofe,  St.  church  of,  i.  227 

anecdote  of,  i.  246.  z^X 

Ambro(ia> 
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Ambrofia,  St.  tpwn  of,  i.  196 
Amenastjain  ancient  river,  ii.  465 
Ammann,  office  of,  i.  79 
Amphitheatre,  of  Capua,  i.  468 

immenfe,  at  Pozzuoli,  ii.  10 

at  Pompeii,  remark  concerning, 
ii.  50 
/  traces  of  an,  at  Taranto,  ii.  140 

at  Catania,  ii.  464  . 
Syracufe,  ii.  450 
Amphitheatres,  form  of,  i.  31a 

purpofes  of,  i.  3 13 

permaneatt  when  firfl  ere^ed^  i. 

519 
Amphltbeatrum  Fiavium,  i.  3  icjj 
jimfbaro',  what,  ii.  53 
Anacreon,  quotation  from,  ii.  282 
Anapo,  the  river  of,  ii.  446 
Anaxileus,  anecdote  of,  ii.  310,  220 
Ancient  weapons  cumbroiis,' 1.  137 
Ancona,  a  town,  ii!  ^66 

toUasB^ot  and  tcade  of,  H* 
Andemach,  i.  18 

Andnmodorus  and  Zoippus,  hifioricri    partico* 
lais  concfliniiig,  ii.  413.  415. 

417 
An<)«Dmachv8,  aafwer  of,  to  a^aiiiuiginiaii  mi* 
bafiador,  ii.  366 
the  founder  of  Tauromeniuni,  ii. 

'■   4«9 
Anecdote  of  a  Swifs  countryman,  i.  ^ 

AngebortFen  and  Untertbanm-^ii^inpMicdt  i.  ^ 

Angelo  Suonaroti,  Michaelf  pidh^res  and  woilcs 

by,  i.  231.  270.  285.  441.  il.  a 

anecdote  oip,  i.  266 

^dure  of  the  Laft  Judgment  by,  i.  439 

addrefs  of,  to  the  Aatue  of  a  horfe,  1. 334 

and  the  I\>pe,  anecdote  of,  i.  440 

poetical  thoughts  •n,  i.  442 

Angelo,  St.  caftle  of,  i.  375 

Angels,  fajilwi,  by  Rubens,  criticifed,  i.  6 

in  the  mantle  of  God,  1. 441 

Angolini,  aibtuaty,  i.  374 

Amo,  the  river  of,  i.  363 

Annunciata,  church  of  the,  at43enoa,  L  %%3 

Anfwer,  ftrange,  of  an  old  man  of  Veii,  i.  395 

Aataodrus,  particulars  concerning,  11.  378.  382. 

390       , 
Anthony,  church  of  Saint,  ii.  578 
AntinouB,  ftatue  of,  i.  438 

beautiivl  head  of,  ii.  44$8 
Antiphemus,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii.  290 
Antiquarian,  obje6l8  of  his  refearch,  i.  381 
Antiquarians,  remarks  on,  i.  450 

cenfured>ii.  <ji 
Antiquities^  Egyptian^  atlurini  i.  an 


Antiquities,  diicovered  at  Hercubneum,  ii-.  19,  20 
numerous,  near  Napless,  ii.  42 
the  lludy  of,  howufcful,  ii.  J9  6t 
Antiquity,  Greeks,  Romans,  and  Italians  love  to 

be  told  of  their,  i*  330 
AntifthencB,  luxury  and  pomp  of,  ii.  293 
Antonine,  pillar  of,  i.  428 
Antoninus  Pius,  villa  of,  i.  403 
Antonio,  Don,  hofpitality  of,  it.  180 

an  Italian  Nimrod,  ii.  182 
ApenniQe  mountains,  characterized,  i.  214.  263. 
274.  293.  453.  461.  ii. 
116.183.535.558.560, 

Italy  divided  by,  ii.  573 
Apodyterlon,  what,  i.  307 

Apollinarius,  Saint,  proceiiion  to  j  and  remains  of, 
claimed  by  two  communities,  i.  1 7 
Apollo,  birth  place  of,  i.  399. 419 
Belvidere,  ftatuc  of,  i.  433 
the  Lizard -flayer,!.  382.  435 
Apollonia,  taken  by  Agathocles,  ii.  387 
Apolioiiim,  the  fculptor  of  the  Torlb,  i.  433 
Apoftrophe  to  Freedom  and  the  Swifs,  i.  50 
Appenzel,  independence  of,  i.96.  121 
Appius  Claudius,  a  Roman  Praetor,  ii.  414.  428 
Apples,  excellent,  of  Boliemiaand  Saxony,  ii.  6zo 
A<lua  Virgo,  the  fountain  of,  i.  364 
Aqueduct,  modem,  of  Caferta,  i.  469.  it.  537 
at  Trapani,  ii.  270 
at  Syracufe,  ii.  451 
Aquedu6b  of  Rome,  grandeur  and  uTe  of  the,  L 
362,  36s,  364 
at  Catania,  ii.  463 
Phaacian,  ii.  306 
traces  of,  at  Taormina,  ii.  491 
Arabelc  painting,  i.  378 

ornaxnents,  i.  417 
Arabs,  learned,  at  Salerno,  ii.  114 
Arc,  a  river,  i.  i8j>,  190,  191 
Arcades,  houfes  with,  at  Berne,  i.  139 
at  Turin,  i.  212 
at  Modena,  i.  261 
at  Bologna,  i.  265 
at  Meffina,  ii.  222 
as  walks,  at  Bolc^a,  i.  273 
of  houfes,  want  o^  in  Tufcany,  i.  294 
Arch  of  Conftantine,  i.  323 
of  Titus,  i.  324 
of  Scverus,  i.  333 

ere<^ed  by  Ufurers  and  Gra- 
xiers,  i.  349 
of  Drufus,  i.  351 
triumphal,  at  Ancona,  ii.  567 
near  Rimini,  ii.  568 
Archagathtts,  the  Ton  of  Agathocles,  ii.  383 

Archagathtts, 
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,Archagathus,'good  and  \\\  fortune  of,  ii.  387 
mcell  of,  ii,  389 
death  of,  ib, 
Archagathus    the   younger,    treachery  of,   and 
murder  committed  by,  ii.  392 
murdered  by  Menon,  ii.  393 
Archbifliop,  fuperb  high  road  made  by  an,  ii.  255 
Archbilliops  of  Naples,  furcly  not  all  impoftors, 

Archias,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii.  328 
A.rchiinedcs,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  325.  411.  425^426. 
440 
deaih  pf,  ii.  433 
Architeflurc,  Gothic  and  German,  i.  290 

orders  of,   how  mixed  by  the  an- 

cientr,  i.  322 
of  Pompeii,  ii.  47 
of  the  temple  of  Neptune  at  Poii- 

donia,  ii.  1 1 1 
acouilic,  of  a  church  at  Girgenti, 
ii.  300 
Archonidcs,  mention  of,  ii.  233,  234 
Archytas,  the  friend  of  Plato,  ii.  137.354,  3SS 
Arco  Felice,  a  ruin,  i.  492 
Ardona,  a  village,  ii.  123 
Arencnberg,  an  ifland,.  i.  46 
Arethufa,  the  fpring  of,  ii.  448 

remarkable  natural  occurrence  of,  ii.  459 
Arge,  a  river,  i.43 
Ariano,  a  town,  antiquity  of,  ii,  116 
Arians  favoured  by  the  Emperor  Conftance,  ii. 

568 
Aricia,  an  ancient  place,  i.  391 
Arion  and  ttie  dolphins,  not  fabulous,  11. 94 
Ariollo,  particulars  concerning,  i,  261.  ii.  107. 

SIS'  580.  593^ 
Ariftides,  mention  of,  ii.  58  j 
Ariftippus,  fatiric  remarks  of,  ii.  3^4, 355 
Arillocracy  of  Switzerland  didiudt  from  others, 

ancient  meaning  of  the  word,  i.  177 
Ariftocrats  ignorant  of  trade,  i,  134 
Ariltomache,  the  wife  of  Dionyfius,  ii.  348.361 
Arilton,  hiftorical  anecdotes  of,  ii.  417 
Arlftunons,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii.  290 
Ariftophilidcs,  treatment  of  tho  Perfians  by,  ii. 

179 
Ariftotle,  remark  concernmg,  i.  482 

remark  of,  on  the  lake  of  Avcmus,  i. 

491 
remarks  of,  on  Charondas,  ii.  46a 
Arlach,  town  of,,  i.  143,  144 

buildings  of,  i.  144 
Arm-chair,  anecdote  of,  i.  46 
Armies,  mercenary,  effedts  of,  i.  60 
Armour,  ancient,  ii.  63 
Arms,  Turkilh,  at  Bologna,  i.  266 


Arms  taken  from  tBc  Syfacufians,.!!.  3^4?^ 
Amo,  river  of,  r.  287.  291 
Arfenal,  contents  of,  at  Berne,  i.  ijj^ 

at  Turin,  defciibed,i.  ao^. 

at  Genoa,  i.  228^ 

at  Venice,  iu  597^ 
Art,  the  love  of,  how  cherifhed^  L  258,  269^ 
Artafia,  fountain  of,  i.  461* 
Artemidorus,  a  chief  of  Syracnfc^  ii.  395 
Articles,  various,  found  at  Pompeii,  Herculaneum^* 

and  Stabia,  ii.  do* 
Artifts,  ancient,  oblervation  oir.  the  gloomy  pro- 

.    penfities  of,  i.  450 

encouraged  by  Dioi^us,  ii.  347^^ 
Arts,  decline  of  the,  i.  43.9 

ilate  of  the^  among  the.  ancients,  thoughts 

on,  ii.  49. 
knowledge  of  the,,  common:  to.  ihe  Italian^ 

i.  236 
Arundo  Don  ax,,  the,  i.  401 
Arve,  river  of,  characterized,  i.  i8i 
Afcent  of  Mount  ^tna,,  difficulty  and  danger  of>» 

ii.  476.  479, 
Afdoli,  town  of,  ii;  121 
Afdrubal,.  a  commander  of  Carthage,  li.  404: 

where  defeated,  ii.  567 
Afhea  of  Vefuviu»,  to  what  diftance  caft,  ii;  24 

and  lava,  black,  beds  of,  ii.  474.  478 
Afia,  towns  of,  ere6l  a  ilatue  to  Tiberius,  i.  505: 
Afmelli  and  Garifendi,  towers  of>,at  Bologna,  i\. 

m 

AfpkCi^,  buft  of,  i.  436 
Afpick  of  Sicily,  ii.  505 
A&  race,.ii.  151 

man  on  an^  at  Procida,  anecdote  of>.ii.  8j 
AfTes  ufed  to  travel  on,  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  16* 

26.83.85.87.89.  116 
Adi,  anciently  j4fia  Pompeia,  a  town,  i-213, 
Aftronomical  obfervation,  i.  451 
Aftroni,  valley  of,  ii.  32     . 
Atarbas,  or  Adherbal,  vi6ioiy  of,.ii,  405 
Athanagoras,  fpeech  of,  ii.  335 
Athenaeus,  galley  defcribed  by,  ii.  41a 
Athenian  prifoners  at  Syracufe,  how  treated,  11.33^ 
Atheniians^  wai  made  by  the,  on  Sicily,  ii.  321^ 
3aa.  334 
(anguine  hopes  of  the,  ii.  322. 334, . 
deceived  by  their  ambafladors,  and 

die  Aceftaei,  ii.  265 
the  benefactors  of  mankind,,  ii.  337 
Atmofphere,  deep-blue  colour  of  the,  in  Italy,  i. 
482 
pure,  of  Mount  iEtna,  ii.  475 
Atoiia,  the  wife  of  Darius,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  178 
Attains,  anecdote  of,  i.  367 
Attitude^  dijiiculty  of  conceiving,  by  artifls,  k 
412.434 

Aii> 
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All,  a  pemnfula,  or  liland,  i,  64, 

Auch>  a  remarkable  mechanic,  anecdoUi  of,  i. 

31 

Au6lion,  farms  Itthy,  at  Naples,  ii.  J% 

Avellino,  ii.  xij 

JLventine  hill,  origin  of  the  name  a(,  u  3J3 

Avemus,  tKe  lake  of,  i.  490 

fbrmerij  a  volcano,  ii.  9 
its  chara^^eriftic  gloom,  i.  490 
tranfparency  and  depth  of,  i-  491 
the  entrance  of  hell,  i.  45)0.  498 

Averfa,  pleafant  fituation  of,  ii.  74 
hiftorical  traces  of,  ib, 

Auguftus,  at  Capri,  anecdote  of,  ii.  94 
duplicity  of,  ii.  81 

Aurora,  pi^iure  of,  by  Giudo,  1.  414 

Aufig,  a  place,  ii.  61 1 

Azerole,  a  fruit  of  Sicily,  ii.  497 


B. 

BADEN,  fertility  of,  i.  34 
county  of,  i.  117 
Bagnaro,  charmingly  fituaUd,  ii*  194 
Bagpipe  in  Italy,  ii.  118 
Baiae,  ruins  of,  i.  493 
Bailiwicks  of  Berne,  i.  131 
Balance  and  icalcs,  of  the  ancients,  ii.  6t 
Balbi,  family  of,  at  Genoa,  u  224 
Balconies,  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  248 
Ballerberg,  fantaftic  forms  of,  i.  106 
Ballot,  complex,  at  Berne,  i.  laS 
Baltimore,  lord,  mentioned,  i.  41 
Bantius,  a  noble  youth  of  Nola,  anecdotes  of,  ii. 

Bari,  province  of,  11. 129 

rocky  coaft  of,  ii.  13a.  T34 
a  town,  populaticm  of,  ii.  I3> 
f  town  of,  delcribed,  ii.  129 
wine  of,  ii.  128 
pc^pulation  of,  ii.  1)9 
Barley,  fodder  of,  ii.  50a 
Barmen,  town  of,  i.  1 1 
Barocci,  pi(5lures  by,  i.  445.  ii.  564 
Barone,  ugnification  of,  ii.  184 
Baroni,  privileges  of  the,  and  tolls  exa£\ed  byj  ii* 
183. 187.  193.  202 
non-relidence  of  the,  ii.  245 
influence  of  the,  in  Sicily,  ii.  313 
govemmeat  jealous  of  the,  ii.  51^ 
Barracks,  Italian,  delcriptioa  of,  ii.  18  j 
eapeniive,  ii.  iSS 
Roman,  i.  392 

remarkabfe,  built  bjr  Adrian^  ii.  551 
Bartel,  a  traveller,  quoted,  ii.  65 
^rtolomeo,  ariver,  iii.  26^ 
V#L.IL 
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Balilic,  form  of,  i.  jo8 
of  Nerva,  i.421 
Badlica,  ii.  iii,  1x2 
Bafilicata,  mountains  of,  ii.  143.  147 
Baflb-relievo,  at  Berne,  i.  138 

at  La  Superga,  i.  207 
Baffi-relievi,  i.  307.  323.   349.  352.  354.  36^. 
3^>  3^-  372.  374*  37S- J8i,  382. 
406,407, 408.  413.  421.  425.428, 
429.  431.  435.  438.  ii.  273.  300, 
304-  563 
Bat,  the,  in  the  Piano  di  Sorento,  ii.  525 
Baths,  ancient,  difoovery  of,  i.  416 

Gripped  of   their   marble    by  a 
Frenchman,  i.  417 
of  Livia,  ib, 
▼aft,  i.  422 
of  Baise,  i.  493 
warm  vapour,  near  the  Lucrine  lake,  ii. 

^^.  .        . 

tradition  concerning,  il.  14 

warm,  at  the  Lago  del  Re^  ii.  84 

hot  fulphur,  ii.  30 

warm,  at  Catania,  ii.  463 

domeftici  of  Pompeii,  ii.  47 

Battle  of  Cannse,  ii.  127 

won  by  Timoleon,  ii.  367 

of  Himera,  ii.  241 

of  Crimifus,  ii.  370 

between  Ham^r  and  AgathodeSj    ii. 

378.384 
gained  by  Agathodes,  ii.38z 
of  the  Sybarites  and  Crotonians,  ii,  176 
Battles,  i.  116, 117, 118,  Z19.  X2i.  153 
Bauli,  a  place,^i.  496 

the  Elylian  ndds  of,  it* 
Bay,  great,  of  Taranto,  ftormy,  ii.  143 
of  Meiiina,  ii.  218  ' 

of  Caftell-a-mare,  ii.  257 
Beafts  of  prey,  at  Cotrei^s,  ii.  182 
Beatus,  Saint,  cavern  of,  i.  104 
Beatnsberg,  a  mountain,  ib^ 
-Bed,  iion,  of  Agathocka,  ii.  390 
Beech  tree,  fcarce  In  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  475 
Beggars,  multitudes  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  236 

impudence  of,  ii.  514 
Belcaftro,  a  place,  ii.  175 
Beklel  Braghit,  the  town  of  fleas,  ii.  281 
Belfries  of  the  ItaliaQS,  ponarks  conaeniin|^  ii» 

103 
Belici,  a  river,  ii.  2S3. 308 
Bell,  miraculoas,  madtf  of  a  borie,  ii.  j 
Belleaa,  adi(lri^,L  96 
j  Bells  round  Ite  necks  of  eatlic»  a.  89.  l^Z,  iL  8x 

invented  at  Noia»  ii»  8 1 
BenevenUs  aduchy,  ii.  561 
)  Benevolence  of  the  laws  of  Z^lticlia,  S*  209 
I      4  K  Benveauto^ 
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Bcnvcnnto,  pictures  by,  i.  445 
Berg,  duchy  of,  foil  and  cultivation  of,  i.  14. 
BergiUaife,  a  chain  of  mountains^  i.  a^ 
Berne,  characterized,  i.  102 

handfome  people  of,  i.  103.  137 

hiftory  of,  i.  114  to  124 

treafury  of,  i.  133 

prcfent  refpeftability  of,  i.  124 

conftitution  and  government  of,i.  i  i^to  13 1 

ecckfiailical  eftabliftiment  of,  i.  13  i,  132 

military  eftablifhmcnt  of,  i.  ^32.  134 

arfenal  of,  i.  132 

revenues  of,  i^. 

remarkable  community  of,  i.  133 

fumptuaiy  laws  of,  i.  134 

economical  community  at,  i.  135 

no  longer  ambitious,  i.  135 

generolity  and  wiidom  of  its  government, 
i.  136 
Bernini,  works  by,  i.  259.  2yj.  328.  3 ji.  365, 

393 
Bernini,  Glaciers  of,  ii.  238 
Bemis,  Cardinal,  chara6tcrired,  i.  305 
Bcrthellier,  anecdote  of,  i.  167 
Berthold,  founder  of  Berne,  i.  1 14 
wooden  image  of,  i.  137 
Bertola,  Abbe,  a  man  of  literature,  i.  241 
Biagio,  anccdot€  of,  i.  440 
Bibcrich,  caftle  of,  i.  22 
Bible,  remarkable,  at  Turin,  i.  2 12 
Bicchierai,  aphyfician,  i.  274.  279.  290 
Bideracb,  imperial  town  of,  i,  40 
Bid,  republic  of,i.  142 
Billingcr,  mention  of,  i.  74  ^ 
Bion,  the  poet,  mention  of,  ii.  326 
Birds,  fcarcity  of,  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  77, 506 

foreign,  at  Schonbrunn,  ii.  606 
Birth,  pride  of,  i.  35 
Bifageo,  river  of,  i.  215 
Bifcarij  Prince  of,  anecdBtes  concerning,  ii.  464. 

467     ,, 
Bifeglia,  a  town,  11.  t%p 
Biihop,  in  a  barrack,  ii.  189 
Bi(hope>  governors  of  Geneva,  i.  166.  168,  i6g 

and  Archbifhops  of  Sicily,  ii.  511 
Black  death,  plague  fo  called,  i.  1 16 
Block,  Baron  von,  anecdote  of,  i.  1 12 
Bivimlialpe,  mountain,  i.  104 
Boars,  wild,  near  Naples,  ii.  3a 
Bocca  della  yerita,  fuperllition  concerning,  i.  348 
Bocbetta,  La,  i.  215 

Bockc,  the,  a  remarkable  fociety  at  Ziirich,  i.  74 
Bockmann,  mechanical  inftruments  of,  i.  30 
Bodies  foond  at  Pompeii,  i.  47. 53.  64 
Bodmar,  the  reverend,  mention  of,  i.  71.  74 
Bohemia,  appearance,  cnltiratioo,  and  proiperitfr 
of>  ii.  6X0 


Boileau,  quotation  from,  il.  151 

Bologna,  city  of,  hiftory  and  charaderiffiea,  i^ 

republic  of,  i.  264 

government  and  population  of,  1.  26^ 

academy  or  univerfity  of,    chara6ier» 

ized,  ib. 
painters  of  the  fchool  of,  i.  267 
chara6lerized,  i  268 
numerous  works  of,  i.  268 
ftonc  of,  i.  273 
young  gentlemen  of,  charaftcrizcd,  r. 

273 
eonntry  near,  charmnig,  ii.  573 
Bolfena,  lake  of,  i.  296 

ancient  name  of  the,  i.  297 
town  of,  i.  297 
Bomilcar,  ambitious  attempt  of,  on  Carthage,  iK 
385 
treacherous  death  of,  ii.  385 
a  Carthaginian,  defender  of  fiyracuie, 

ii.  430 
terror  of,  ii.  43 1 
Bonnet,  Mr.  anecdotes  of,  i.  164.  187 

cheerful  and  happy  •Id  age  of,  i.  187 
Bononia,  or  Bologna,  i.  277 
Book  feller,  none  at  Trapani,  ii.  273: 
Borghefc,  villa,  ii.  555 
Borgia,  Cardinal,  characterized,  i.  340 
Borgo  San  Domnino,  a  place,  i.  25  j 
d*Ifchia,  the  haven  of,  ii.  84 
Bormia,  river  of,  i.  214 
Borromeo,  Carlo,  founder  of  a  college  at  Pavia,  u 

Botany,  1.  33 

fchool  of,  at  Palermo,  ii.  255 
Boudry,  a  town,  i.  153 
Boys  of  Switzerland  chara6^erized,  i.  99 

of  Ifchia,  fports  and  familiarities  of,  ii.  ^3^ 
Brandy  of  Dantzic  and  Switzerland,  how  caUe^ 

i.  146 
Bread,  excellent,  of  Cerignola,  ii.  124 

of  Canofla,  bad,  ii.  127 
Bregenz,  town  of,  i.  44 
Breitklauenberg,  mountain,  i.  104 
Brenets,  village  of,  i.  150 
Brenta,  the,  a  river,  ii.  581 
Brian^on,  fortreis  of,  i.  196 
Bridge  at  Mentz,  i.  21 
of  Lindan,  1.41 

of  the  Rhine,  at  Conilance,  i.  49 
over  the  Reufs,  i.  82 

pidlures  on,  i.  84 
the  Devil's,  i.  97 

ftory  of,  ii.  490 
at  Turm,  1,  200 
xcmarkable,  at  Genoa,  i.  228 
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Bridge  over  the  Tictno,  1.  ajp 

at  Modena,  i.  262 

al  Pifa,  i.  292 

over  the  Tiber,  i.  298  . 

of  Ponte  Rotto,  i.  346 

of  Anciis  Martius^  ib. 

natural,  i.  464 

the  Magdalen,  at  Naples,  ii.  71 

of  the  Borgo  d'Ifchia,  ii.  84 

at  Grallipoli,  ii.  169 

over  the  ECslto,  ii.  180 

of  Termini,  ii.  2J7 

of  Belici,  ii.  284 

ruins  of  a,  at  Girgcnti,  ii.  306 
near  Narni,  ii.  558 

of  Spoleto,  ii.  561 

marble,  orer  the  jirimiTius,  ii.  568 

over  the  Danube,  ii.  609 

at  Prague,  ii.  dtz 

at  Drefden^  ii.  6z2 
Bridge  of  boats,  over  the  Po,  i.  239 
at  Hacenza,  i.  254 

hf  Caligula,  i.  505 
Bridges,  want  of,  in  Tufcany,  i.  295 

over  rocky  cavities,  at  Sorcnto,  ii.  10^ 
four,  at  the  ifland  of  Ortygia,  ii,  458 
Brienz,  mountain  of,  i.  105 

village  of,  ib. 
Briganti,  Filippo,  an  Italian  author,  ii.  170 

quotation  from,  ii.  171 
Brignole  palace  at  Uenoa  defcribed,  i.  226  . 
Brill,  Paul,  pictures  by,  and  chara6terized,  ii. 

Brindifi,hi(lorical  traces  of,  ii.  162 
population  of,  ii.  164 
havens  of,  ib. 

cleaniing  of,  ib. 
agricultural  miftake  of  the  people  o^  ii. 
164 
Broken  pots,  the  hill  of,  i.  378 
Brolo,  a  fortrefs,  ii.  229 
Bronze  of  Syracufe,  i.  424 
Bronzino,  Angelo,  pidtures  by,  i.  44^ 
Brudhfal,  i.  28 
Brug,  a  place,  i.  117 
Briighell,  pi6tures  by,ii.  543 
Brunette,  fortrefs  of,  i.  196 
Briiningberg,  mountain  of,  i.  106 
Brunnen,  town  of,  i.  94 
Brutus,  father  of,  murdered  at  Rhegium,  i.  260 
L.  J.  buft  of,  i.  335 
M.  antique  head  of,  i.  384 
fine  bufl  of,  ii.  8 
anecdote  concerning,  ii.  76 
and  Caffius,  remark  concerning^  ii.  550 
Bucentoro,  what,  ii.  588.  598 
JBucepbalttf^  ibadow  of;  ii.  58 


Buckhom,  Imperial  town  of,  1.  43 

Buck-wheat,  {.164 

Bucket,  the  famous,  at  Modena,  i.  262 

Bufialoes,  of  Italy,  i.  454.  ii.  no.  121 

Buffet,  marble,  ancient,  ii.  6^ 

Buffon,  opinion  of,  controverted,  ii.  503 

Buildings,  Italian,  remarks  on,  i.  325 

Bull,  Famefian,  beautiful,  at  Naples,  i.  479 

of  Phalaris,  ii.  291.  298 
Biingens,  Vicarius,  Mr.  mention  of,  ii.  109 
Biirde,  a  Grerman  poet,  ii.  601 
Buren,  a  county,  i.  117 
Burgdorf,'  a  place,  ib, 
Biirgenberg,  mountain,  i.  87 
BUrgli,  the  refidence  of  William  Tell,  i.  97 
Burgundy,  Ki^gs  of,  refide  at  Geneva,  i.  165 
Burial  of  the  (lain,  at  Himera,  ii.  340 
Bufa,  a  noble  matron,  anecdote  of,  ii.  127 
Biifching,  miftake  of,  i.  459 

quoted,  and  contradiftcd, i.  253. ii.  571 
Bufb  of  bronze,  at  Genoa,  i.  223 

marble,  of  Doria,  i.  228 

at  Berlin,  ib» 

in  the  villa  Albani,  i.  382. 

Palazzo  JuHiniani,  i.  384, 

of  the  mufeum  of  the  Capitol,  i.  372,  373 

in  the  Pantheon,  i.  426 

mufeum  at  Portici,  ii.  64 

at  Padua,  ii.  579 


CABRIOLES,  danger  of,  at  Naples,  1. 477 
Cadus  opuntia,  mode  of  propagating  the,  ii.  226 
CsBcilius  Metellus,  vi6^ry  of,  ii.  404 
Caecus,  A.  C.  public  fpirit  of,  i.  349.  ^6^.  402* 

Cages,  ancient,  ii.  61 

Caius  Duilius,  naval  vi fiery  of,  ii.  400 

Calabria,  geographical  remarks  on,  ii.  135.  174 
province  of,  characterized,  ii.  186.  19s 
the  fabulous  feat  of  Love,  ii.  187 
lofs  of,  in  population,  by  the  earthquake 

of  1783,  ii.  192 
inhabitants  of,  cheerful,  ii.  193 
wines  of,  ii.  497 

Caligula,  capricious  tyranny  of,  i.  321 

idiot  and  frantic  ideas  of  greatnefs  of,  i. 

Calippus,  the  treachery  of,  ii.  362 
Caltagirone,  population  and  profperity  of,  ii.  317 
Calvin,  at  G^eva,  i.  169 
Calypfo,  vague  refidence  of,  i.  503 
Camarario,  a  canon,  mention  of,  ii.  160 
Cambiafi  family,  magnificent  road  made  by,  i.  2x5 
pifture  by,  i.  386 
4  K  $  Came 
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Camel  compared  to  the  mulberry  tree,  ii.  225 
C amicus 9  an  aocient  city,  ii.  2  89. 3Q0 
Camiilii5,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  557 
CampagnadiRoma,  ancient  barrennefs  oi,  i.  398. 

Campani^  treachery  and  cruelty  of  the«  i^*  34^ 
arrogance  of  the,  i.  493 
treachery  of  the,  at  Mellina,  ii.  393. 396 
Campi  Phlegm^  where,  ii.  xo 
Campieri,  what,  ii.  284 
Campo  Marone,  a  place,  i.  21^ 
Santo,  at  Pifa,  i.  291 
Vaccino,  or  Forum  Romanum>  1.  325 
Canals,  remarkable,  ii.  1^0 

of  Venice,  ii.  581 
Cancer  and  leprofy  in  Sicily  and  Italy,  ii.  5x6 
Cane  del  mare^  or  fea-dog,  a  kindbf  ^(b^  ii.  200 
enemy  of  the  fword-fi(h,  ii.  aoi 
Canna»  battle  of,  ii.  127 
Cannon  of  leather,  i.  228 
Canonici  of  Sicily,  ii.  511 
Canofla>  a  place,  ii.  126 
ruins  of,  ii.  127- 
Canova,  a  famoua.  modem  iculptor,  ii.  553 
Cantara^  river  of,  ii.  322 

the  ancient  Tauromanus  and  One- 
bolus t  ii.  49P 
Canuti,  a  painter,  i.  272 
Cape  of  Pofilipo,.  ii.  33 

Mifenumj  ii.  34 
Capitol,  the  particulars  c«nceming,  !•  325,  326. 

Csq>itolium,  derivation  of,  i.  ^^% 
Capo  di  Bove,  monument  fo  called,  i.  352 
Santa  Maria,  a  promontory,  ii.  172 
delle  Colonne,  a  promontoiy,  ii.  iSi 
di  Faro,  a  promontory,  ii.  200 
d'Orlando,  ii.229 
Buonq,  a. promontoiy,  ii.  274 
Faflaro,  a  promontory,  ii.  405 
Sparttvento,  ii.  493 
di  Son  Aleffio,  ii.  494 
Licola,  ii.  526 
Campanello,  ib. 
Caprara,Turki(h  trophies  taken  by,  i.  271 
Capri,  an  iflaad,  wild  appearance  of,  ii.  94 

the  fcene  of  the  debaucheries  of  Tiberius^  ib, 
people  of,  chara^rized,  ii.  98 
Caprice  in  psunten,  reflections  on,  ii.  608 
C'rpua,  earlv  origin  of,  i.  ^77 
fertility  of,  i.  298 
the  modem,  i.  466 
the  ancient)  ib, 
origin  of  the  name,  H. 
rains  of,  i.  468 
Capucino,  pi£hires  by,  i.  23 1 
Cara^a,  anecdote  conccming,  i.  349 
4 


Caracalla,  circus  of,  defcrlbed,  i.  3^ 

Caracci,  Agoftino,  piftures  by,  i.  258.  27© 
Ludovico,  anecdotes  of,  L  267 
fehool  of,  lb. 
where  buried,  i.  271 
Annibal,  chara^rized,  i.  2(S8 

piChiresby,  i.  272.  ii.  55^ 

Caracciolo,  anecdote  concerning,  ii.  204 

Caraccuoli,  the  viceroy,  mention  of,  ii.  506 

Caranzana,  Marquis,  vineyard  of  the,  i.  204 

Carava,  promontory  of,  ii.  129 

Carceres,  what,  i.  3^S3 

Careen  di  gh  Nerone,  what,  i.  504 

Carcinus,  a  potter,  the  father  of  Agathocles,  ii.379 

Card  parties,  efle^ls  of,  i.  343 

Caricatori^  what,  ii.  284 

Caricature,  remarks  on,  ii.  594 

Carignan,  church  of,  i.  228 

Carinas,  what,  i.  325 

Carini,  a  town»  ii>  257 

Carlentini,  a  town,  ii.  320 

Carlone,  painting!^  by,  i.  227 

Carlos,  Don,  King  of  Sicily,  public  works  of,  iy 
140.  218 

Carllcron^  docks  o4  ii-  598 

Camiola,  a  province,  iL  6q% 

Carnival  of  Naples',  i.  485 

Carob,  bcanches  of  the,  take  root,  ii.  13 1 

Caronia,  a  town,  ii.  233 

Carotta,  a  village,  ii.  524 

Carrara,  marble  of,  where  dug,  i.  291 

Carriages,  travelling,  peculiar,  i.  105 

Carthage,  government  of,  abhorred,  ii.  349 

Carthaginian,  infolent  geiliculation  of  a,  ii.  ^66 

Carthaginians,  averfion  of,,  to  &reign  manners^ 
ii.  3^7 
cruelty  of,    ii.   342.   280.   295. 

242,243.258.377 
attacked  by  Dionyfius,  ii-  342 .  35  & 
outwitted  by  the  Rhegini,  ii. 5366 
ambition  of,  ii.  214 
a  cuAom  of  the,  ii.  380 

'Carthalo,  a  Carthaginian  commander,  ii.  405 

Carts,  few,  in  Sicily,  ii.  504 

Carvings,  excellent,  at  I^acenza,  i.  255 

Caiyatides,  in  the  Pantheon,  i.  424 

in  ancient  architecture,  what,  ii.  7 

Cafal  di  Frigenti,  village  of,  ii.  118 

Cafamiccia»  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,  ii.  85 

,  warm  fprings  of,  ib. 

.Cafcata  at  Tivoli,  ii.  546 

Cafcatelli,  maggiori,  waterfalls  near  Tivoli,  ii.  54S 
piccoii,  ditto,  ib, 

Caierta,  a  place,  i.  469.  537 

Caffini,  meridian  line  by,  i.  27J 

CaiTius,  bom  at  Pamya,  i.  257 
a  poet,  ib. 

Caftcll- 
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Caftcll-4-«arr»  In  Italy,  li.  4j.  ro8.  $3^ 

in  Sicily »  bay  of,  ^i*  ^57 
Cafteli  del  Uovo,  fortrefs  of^  i.  479 

gandolfo,  a  plaoe^  i*  393 
Cadello  di  Sant'  Elmo,  fortrefs  of,  and  profpc6t 
from,  t.  482 
del  Ovo,  near  Naples,  ii,  20 
Schifone,  ruins  of,  ii.  490 
d*  Ifchia,  a  fortrefe,  ii.  84 
Cafiellone,  a  place,  i.  460 
Callelvctrano,  population  of,  ii.  276 
wine  of,  ii.  284.  497 
Caftle  at  Heidelberg,  i.  27 
Caftor  and  Pollux,  latues  of,  i.  329 

mythology  of,  ii,  318 
fiatues  of,  in  the  church  of 
St.  Paul,  at  Naples,  ii.  5 
Caftro  Gioiranni,  %  place,  ii.  238.  311 
Catacombs  of  Pofilipo,  ii.  .55.  57 
Rome,  ii.  55 
Syracttfe,  ii.  455 
gloomy  terrors  of,  ii.  57 
CataldttS,  Saint^  an  Iriihman,  hiunorous  particu- 
lars concerning,  ii.  148 
Catania,  or  Catana,  hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  462 
fome  account  of,  ii.  465,  466 
trade  and  population  of,  ii.  466.  472 
Catanzaro,  a  town»  ii.  184 

hofpitality  of  a  gentleman  of,  ii.  184 
population  of,  ii.  185 
Catapulta,  difcovery  of,  ii.  347 
Catara^  of  fire,  ii.  28 

in  the  Alps,  i.  193,  194 
Cathedral  of  Milan,  grandeur  of,  i.  248 
treafuxy  of,  ib. 
of  Berne,  praifed,i.  139 

proTpe^  from,  ih* 
of  Xaufanne,  i.  1^9 
Cato,  anecdote  of,  i.  407 
Catolica,  a  town,  ii.  <68 
Cats  and  dogs  forbidden  at  Procida,  ii.  83 
Cattle,  fondnefs  of  the  Swifs  for,  i.  152 
of  Savoy,  i.  189 
Piedmont,  i.  205 
the  States  of  the  Church,  i.  297 
Milan,  i.  253 
Puglia,    Terra  di  Lavoro,   and  other 

provinces,  chara^erized,  ii.  121 
Calabria,  ii.  186 
Sicily  ddcribed,,ii.  323.  504 
the  Apennines,  ii.  574 
foddered  with  leaves  of  trees,  i.  238 
colour  andfonn  of,  near  Naples,  ii.  41 
iick,  miraculouily  healed,  ii.  6 
of  the  province  of  Polclino,  ii.  576 
Catullus,  reference  to,  i.  302 
Caudine  FoTk%  ii.  ia> 


Cavedone,  a  painter,  1.  268 
Cavern  of  Lcuchtcnburg,  remarkable,  i..  la 
Cavern,  in  Unterwald,  i.  88 
remarkable,  i.  151 

of  Charon,  and  near  Py rmont,  mcphitic, 
ii.  29 
Caverns  nearLentini,  Ii.  322 

of  Pantellaria,  ii.  275 
Cavi,  and  fortrefs,  i.  238 

Cecilia,  St.  famous  pi6ture  of,  by  Ra])hael,  f.  17 r 
Cefalu,  a  town,  and  promontory,  ii.  136 
Cento,  a  town,  ii.  574 

pi6lurcs  at,  ii.  575 
Cento  camerelle,  what,  i.  J04 
Centoripat  an  ancient  town,  ii.  386.  397 
CefbaladiuTft,  or  Cefalu,  conquered,  by  Agatha* 

cles,  ii.  386 
Cerignola,  a  town,  ii.  124 

excellent  bread  of,  ib. 
Cefena,  a  town,  ii.  570 
Ceihis,  remark  on  the,  i.  411 
Chairs  of  the  ancients,  conjecture  concerning,  11. 7* 
Chamberry,  chief  town  of  Savoy,  i.  189 
Chamois  of  .£tna,  ii.  505 
Chapel  of  Pope  Sixtus  IV.  i.  439 
at  Furia  d*Ifchia,  ii.  87 

wealth  of,  ii.  88 
Charioteers  at  games  hired,  i.  353 
Charlemagne,  etfigy  of,  at  Zurich,  i.  74 

at  Geneva,  i.  165 
Charles  the  Bold,  anecdotes  of,  i.  118,  119 
St,  church  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  223 
the  Fifth,  vratch-towers  built  by,  ii,  38^ 
works  of,  atSyracufe,  ii.  45II 
of  Anjou,  cruelty  and  defpotifm  o^  ii- 
215.221 
Charybdis,  enquiries  concerning,  ii.  200 
Chaux  de  Fond,  a  place,  i.  148 

valley  of,  remarkable,  ib. 
Cheefe,  Parmefan,  where  made,  i.  253 

of  the  Alps,  i.  108.  Ill 
Cherries  and  plums  not  excellent  in  Sicily,  ii.  49^ 
Chefnut  tree  and  fruit,  i.  158, 159.  215 
trees  ilouriih  near  volcanoes,  ii.  10 
of  ^tna,  ii.  484 
Cheifi,  anecdote  of,  ii.  2x5 
Chigi,  park  of,  i.  394 

Children  facriiicedby  the  Carthaginians,  11.330' 
affected  by  monftrous  fortns,  ii.  246 
bad  treatment  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  514,  51^5 
Chloris,  fiatue  of,  i.  437 

Chriftians,  primitive,  clandeftineworfhip  of,ii.  5JS 
Church,  grand,  of  La  Superga,  i.  207 

of  St.  Auguftin,  at  Placenza,  i;  255 
yard,  battle  in,  i;  118 
Churches  at  Genoa,  i.  223 

of  Italy,  dark,,  i.  258^ 

Churghei> 
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Churches,  Konian,  dtcoralions  of,  on  feftivals,  i. 

of  Naples,  inferior,  ii.  4 
of  Padua,  11.578 
XJbyrondas  the  law-giver,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  ^62 
Ciane,  the  fountain  and  fortrefs  of,  ii.  446 
Cicero,  excellent  moral  realoningof,  ii.  '^97 
Cimabue  the  painter,  anecdote  of,  ii.  5/8 
Cimmcrii,  abodes  of  the,  ii.  56 
Cineas,  remark  of,  on  wine,  i.  492 

dialogue  of,  with  Pyrrhus,  ii.  394 
Circe,  promontory  of,  fuperftitions  o£,  i.  454 
Circella,  niontc,  ii.  j2(5 
Circus,  the  great,  i.  418 
Cifteme,  a  place,  i.  452 
.Ciilems  of  Tauromenium,  ii.  491 
-  City  reiidence  loved  by  the  Italians,  i.  1  jo 
reflections  on,  ik 
Civita  Caftellana,  the  ancient  Fali/cum,  ii.  557 
Civita  Lavina,  a  town,  i.  404 
Ciullo  del  Camo,  the  firft  fuppofed  Italian  poet^  iL 

258 
Claude  Lorrain,  pidhijcs  by,  i.  aoi,  ii.  542 
Claudia,  miracle  performed  by,  i.  367 
Clella,  a  Roman  virgin,  heroifm  of,  i.  373 
Clergyman  of  Grindelwaldc,  i.  110 
Cliffs  of  Scylla,  pi6lurefque,  ii.  200 
Climate  of  ancient  Italy,  i.  379 

difference  of,  at  the  fummit  and  the  foot 

of  mountains,  i.  153.  194.  215 
of  Italy  and   Sicily^  L  274,  275.  2^3. 

404 
mildnefsof,  ii.  514 
Clitonna,  a  river,  the  ancient  CUtumnuSj  ii.  ^61 
Cloaca  max'imay  grandeur  of,  i.  34B 
Cloaks,  worn  by  men  and   women,    in  Italy,  i. 

^'^^       ..        * 
Clodius  defeated,  ii.  40^ 

Cluverius,  miflake  of,  1.  498 

an  accurate  traveller,  ii.  22 

quoted,  ii.  545 

Cneus  Cornelius,  the  conful,  treacheroufly  impri- 

foned,  ii.  400 

Cnofus,  the  labyrinth  of,  ii.  289 

Coaches  met  with  in  Sicily,  ii.  504 

Coafts  of  Italy,  charms  of,  ii.  34 

Sicily,  charms  of,  ii.  234 

Coblentx  and  ele6ioral  palaces,  i.  20 

Codes,  H.  heroifm  of,  i.  346 

.Cocoluiy  hiftorical  anecdotes  of,  ii.  289 

Ccslius,  mount,  antiquities  of,  i.  422 

Xloffee-houfe  at  Lecce,  ii.  165 

Coiiis>  ancient,  in  the  mufeum  at  Portici,  ii.  64 

colle6lion  of,  ii.  254 

ancient,  at  the  palace  of  Capo  di  monte, 

ii.4 
jincient^  at  Girgentii  ii*  309 


Cola  di  £ienzo,  remarkable  anecdotes  of,  i.  343 

palace  of,  and  fiory  concerning,  t. 

345 
Cold,  enduring  of,  i.  243 

efi*e£ts  of,  at  Rome,  i.  380 
remarks  on,  in  RuiSa,  it.  495 
College  of  Jefuits,  at  Genoa,  i.  224 
'  at  Milan,  i.  249 
Cologne,  i.  ij 

cathedral  of,  iK 
Colonna,  what,  ii.  507 

Coloffeum,  at  Rome,  defcription  of,  i,  Jii.  320, 
321,322 
why  lb  called,  i.  320 
Colfon,  Captain,  mention  of,  ii.  109 

meafurement  by,  ii.  305 
Comedy  and  comedians,  Italian,  i.  197.  213 «  233. 

ii-593 
Commentators,  miilakes  of,  i.  497 

cenfured,  i.  502.  ii.  31 
Commerce,  opprefilons  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  J07 
Commodus,  Emperor,  a  gladiador,  i.  3 16 
Communication,  fubterranean,  between    .£tna, 
Vefuviiis,  Lipari,  and  Hecla, 
ii.  21 
Communication,  fubterranean,  between  the  Lu- 
crine  lake  and  the  fea,  ii.  12 
probable,  between  Solfatara  and 

Vefuvius,  ii.  20 
between  ^tna  and  the  fea,  ii. 
201.  480 
Community,  fecret  and  dreadful,  formerly  at  Tra- 

pani,  ii.  272 
Concord,  temple  of,  at  Rome,  i.  324. 333 
Confraternita  di  San  Paolo,  a  fecret  and  dreadful 

community,  ii.  272 
Conifteriop,  what,i.  421 
Connoilieurihip  of  women  cenfured,  i.  432 
Conradin,  anecdotes  of,  i.  472 

where  put  to  death,  ii.  15 
Conferocaort,  what,  i.  334 
Conilance,  city  of,  anecdotes  of  the,  i.  47 
Condantia,  St.  monument  of,  i.  386 
Condi tution  of  Venice,  ii.  586.  590 
Contractors,  ancient  Roman,  ii.  46 
Converfazione  in  Italy  and  Rome,  i«  303.305. 

Copenhagen,  Rofenburg  garden  of,  i.  ^^^ 
Coquetry  of  Italian  and  Sicilian  girls,  ii.  261,  26a 
Cora,  a  place,  i.  403 
Coral,  near  Trapani,  ii.  273 
Corinthians,  magnanimity  of  the,  ii.  3(^ 
Coriolanus,  mention  of,  i.  360 
Cork  trees,  remarks  on,  ii.  133 
Com,  fupplied  by  Lucerne  to  Uri,  &c.  by  treaty, 
i.  83 
at  Geneva^  anecdote  concerning,  i.  175 

Corrcggio^ 
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Corregglo,  i^<^ure3  by,  i.  2j8,  259 

anecdotes  of,  i.  261.  267.  505 
town  of,  i.  261 
Corfairs,  cffcAs  of,  on  trade,. ii.  508 
Coilb,  thc^  at  Turin  dcfcribed,  t,  204 
Naples,  ii.  69.  71 
Palermo,  ii.  255 
Corvi,  or  grap^)Ung  irons,  invented  by  the  Ro- 
mans, ii.  400 
Cojfyra,  the  ancient,  ii.  275 
Cotlume  of  the  head^  Grecian,   ^t  Taranto,  ii» 

Cotrone,  Qtuat ion  and  origin  of,  B.  175 

population  of,  ii.  179 

tff^de  of,  ib, 

Iiaveii  of,  ib. 
Cotton,  fpeciesof,  ii.  169 

of  Pantellaria,  ii.  275 
Cotunnio,  Signor,  medical  opinion  of,  li.  172 
Coucy,  £nguerrend  de,  aneodpte  of,  i.  116 
Council  held  at  Rimini,  ii.  j68 
Counfellors,  fecret,  at  Berne,  i.  129 
Country  near  Parma  chara^erized,  i.  261 
Courtihipof  favages,  remarkable,  i.  141 
Cow,  Hatue  of,  i.  434 
Cowper,  Lord,  anecdote  of,  i.  266 
Cozza  PeJofay  a  (hell-fiih  of  the  Mare  Piccolo^  ii. 

CratefB,  volcanic,  how« formed,  i.  395 
Credulity,  how  cherifhed,  ii.  ji^ 
Cretans,  mutiny  of,  at  Megara,  ii.  423. 
Cripples  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  ji6 
Crois^  Grecian,  what,  i.  207 

and  Latin,  i.  309 
Croton,  anecdote  concerning,  ii.  175 

ancient  grandeur  o^  ii.  177 

falubrious  air  of,  ib,  ii.  328 
Crotonians,  fame  of  the,  ii.  177 
Crucifix,  beautiful,  of  bronze  at  Genoa,  i.  225 
Cubba,  palace  of,  ii.  2  jo 
Cultivation  near  Modena,  i.  262 
Cumst,  ancient  remains  of,  i.  492.  ii.  40- 

fertility  of  the  countiy  round,  i.  493 

fortrefs  of,,  ib. 

hifloricai  traces  of,  i.  493 

bay  of,  ib, 
Cupid-feller,  the  ancient  and  modem,  ii.  6j 

comic  flatueof  a,  i.  437 
Cupola,  painted,  at  Placenza,  i.  255 
Parma,  i.  258 

beautiful,  i.  393 

of  the  Pantheon,  i.  42  j 
Curia,  the  palace  of,  i.  $33^  334 
Curio,  remarkable  theatre  built  by,  i.  312,  313 
Cttrioiity  of  the  Italians,  ii.  1 25, 1 26 
Neapolitans,  i.  478 


Cuftora,  remarkable,  of  Zurich,  t^  *]6 

fingular,  in  Sicily,  ii.  516 
Cutelli,  cbllcge  founded  by,  ii.  470 
Cybele,  fupcrltitious  ftory  concerning,  i.  ^66" 
Cyclops,  fuppofed  a  real  people,  ii.  322 

poetical  ul'e  of,  by.  Homer,  i.  <fO^^ 


jy* 


DACIER*,  the  father  of  Madam,  quoted,  ii.  29^' 
Daedalus,  hifloricai  particulars  concerning,  ii.  28$^ 
Ddibcrg,  coadjutor  of  Men tz,  i.  22 
Dam  of  the  lake. of  Avemus,  i.  490^ 

fabulous,  of  Meflina,  ii.  218 

or  mole  of  Catania,  ii.  472 
Damos,  the  patron  of  Agathocles,  ii.  372 ' 
Danae,  pifture  of,  by  Titian,  a  maflerpiece^ii.  «:■ 
Dance  of  St.  Vitus,  ii.  154 
Dancers,  .death  of  a  company  of,  ii.  204 
Dances,  chara6lenf%io,  ot  Italy,  Germany,  £ng^- 
land,  firance,  and  ^  ancient  Greece,  ii* 

99 
various  ancient,  li.  lox 
Dancing  near  Weinhcim,  i.  26 

of  an  angry  woman,  ii.  98 
poetry  and  mufic,  union  of,  ti.  100^ 
of  David  before  the  ark,  ii.  loi. 
Herod  enflamed  by,  ii.  103 
and  the  tarantula,  ii.  103.  153 
Dandolo,hiilorical  anecdote  of,  ii.  591        ^ 
Danielle,  Don  Giovanni,  particulaii.  concenuog^ 

ii..ia5 
Dante,  i.  7.  289.  291.  ii.  <o7 

quoted,  i.  273.  292.  4 15..  440  ^ 
ngure  of,  at  Florence,  i.  284 
fuperflition  concerning,  i.  286 
ilfajfo  deli  ib. 
Danube,  the  firfl  river  in  Europe,  i.  39.  ii.'.23^;. 

610 
Daphnaeus,  mention  of,  ii.  342 

hiHorical  anecdotes  of,  ii.  29  j,  296 
Daphnis  the  poet,  mention  of,  ii.  231. 326. 449.* 
Darius,  anecdote  of,  ii.  178 
Darknefs,  Cimmerian,  travels  of,  i.  50a. 
Darmfiadt,  i.  24. 
David  dancing,  ii.  10 1 
Daun,  Count,  hifloricai  anecdote  of,  i.  475. 
Day,  remarkable,  in  hiflory,  ii.  241 
Death,  gate  of,  i.  315 

goddefs  of,  i.  ^^^ 
of  Diocles,  remarkable,  ii.  33S 
terrors  of,  to  the  ancients,  ii,  58 
Debtors,  cuflom  concerning,  at  Syracufe,  ir*  45S  > 
Deer  of  Italy,  ii.  505 

Delia  PagUa,  epithet,  anecdote  concemingj^  i.  2Z4.i 

Delphofi^ 
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Dclphos,  infcription  of  the  temple  at,  ii.  470 
X)emarata,  ambition  of,  ii.  416 

the  wife  of  Gelo,  ii.  450 
Demarchus,  mention  of,  ii.  342 
Democedes  the  Crotonian,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  177 
Demonax  the  philofopher,  anecdote  of>  i.  317 
Denis,  the  Abbe,  mention  of,  ii.  605 
DerivationofTarentine  words,  ii.  156 
Devil  and  Angel,  quarrel  between,  i.  244 
Devotion,  want  of,  in  the  Italians,  ii.  13  z 
Dew,  copious,  in  Germany,  ii.  312 
Dexipipus,  hiftorical  anecdotes  of,  ii.  294.  296, 

297.341 
Diana,  birth-place  of,  i.  399.  419,  ii.  457 
Dice,  ancient,  ii.  62 
Diderot,  anecdote  of,  i.  5 
Dilettante,  a  blind,  ii.  160 
Dilettanti,  affection  of  being,  i.  407.  414.  43 1, 

.    432-  450 
Dinocrates,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  377.  383. 387.  391 
Dinomenes,  meation  of,  ii.  315.328 
Diodes,  hiiiorical  traces  of,  ii.  336.^^8,  33^ 

laws  of,  ii.  338 
Diogenes,  painted  by  Rubens,  remarks  of,  i.  5 

afculptor,  i.  424 
Dion,  hiflorical  traces  of,  ii.  325.  352  to  362 

bani(hed    by   Dionyiius    tbe  younger,   ii. 

attempts  of,  againft  Dionytius,  ii*  355 
fmall  fofce  of,  ii.  355,  356 
fufpe6lcd  by  the  Syracufians,  ii.  358 
patriotic  emotions  of,  ii.  3  J9 
return  of,  to  Syracufe,  ii.  360 
moderation  of,  ii.  361 
dejedlion  a|id  death  of,  ii.  362 
Dionyfius  the  elder,  hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  315, 
31.6.  32».34«>-  45»>  45a.  45^-  489- 

contends  a*  a  poet  with  the  Greeks, 
ii.351 

farcallic  rajpadty  of,  ii.  447 

fiafpicion  of,  ii.  389 

deatb  of,  ii.  351 

the  younger,  lucceffion  of,  ii.  351 
virtuous  propeniit'es  of,  ii.  352 
exclamation  of^  to  his  GOuitiers>  ii. 

3S3 
quarrels  of,  with  Plaito,  ii.  3^3,  355 
inju^ceof,  to  Dion,  ii.  353,  |j4, 

3SS 
treachery  of,  ii,  357 
reftoration  of,  ii.  363 
dethroned  by  Tiniole(in>  ii.  567 
Dioicu^idea,  aa  anient  ^ft>  ii.  64 
Difcus,  the,  what,  i.  42  z 

Difeaiesi  fimpU  remedies  for,  in  Sidlf  auid  Itnly> 
iL275 


Difpcufary  of  Lorstto,  vafes  nl,  ii.  5S5 
Dock  built  by  Dionyiius,  ii.  344 
Docks,  dry.  reflcftions  on,  ii.  597 
Doge  of  Genoa,  what,  i.  217,  218 

of  Venice,  office  defcribed,  ii.  587 

judged  after  his  death,  ii.  588 
eledUon  of  the,  ii.  589 
palace  of  the,  ii.  590 
Dogs  thrown  into  the  Grotta  del  Cane,  ii.  29 
Dolce,  Carlo,  pictures  by,  i.  283..  285 
Dolphins,  remarkable  tale  concerning,  ii.  94 
Dominichino,  paintings  by,  i.  328.  443,  444.  fu 
538.  543.  554 
characterized,  ii.  539 
called  the  Painter  by  PouiTm,  il« 

554 
Domitian,  vain  pretentions  of,  i.  392 

villa  of,  iJ. 

hall  of  audience  of,  i.  418 

palaces  of,  i.421 
Dora,  river  of,  i.  193.  204 
Doria,  Andrea,  characterized,  i.  217 

palace  of,  at  Home,  nvmerous  landfcapts- 

by  G.  Pouffin  in,  i.  305 
villa,  ii.  555 
Doric  genius  charaderized,  ii.  46.  loi.  iii 
Doricus,  death  of,  ii.  344 
Doris,  the  wife  of  Dionyfius,  ii.  34S 
Doves  of  Venus,  tradition  conceroiag,  ii,  270 
Doux,  a  river,  i.  iji 
Dowe,  Gerhard,  pi&ures  by,  i.  201,  20a 
Dracbenfiein,  one  of  the  feven  bills,  i.  17 
Drago,  tiie  ancient  risw  AcragaSy  ii.  287. 307 
Dragon  that  guarded  the  lemains  of  6dpio,  iu 

39.  40 
Drains,  agricultural^  i.  214 
Drawing,  ancient  freedom  of,  ii.  3 
DrefanuMy  the  ancient,  iL  267 
Dre^len,  fight  and  beauties  of,  ii.  61% 
Drofetto,  infurreCtion  occafioned  by  the  infoleiiGe 

of,  ii.  217 
Drofl,  Meffieurs  von,  mention  of,  ii.  X09.  izj* 

256.  522 
Droz  de  Corcelles,  anecdote  o^  i.  147 

famous  defcendants  of,  i.  148 
Drunkards,  fouls  of,  fent  into  fwine,  i.  438 
Ducetius>  hiflorical  tnu:es  o^  ii.  233.  318,  3 19, 

333' \^3 
Ducks  and  geeie  fcarce  in  Italy,  ii.  87 
Du  Foumay,  an  architedt,  ii.  255 
Dulcigno,  a  nefl  of  pirates,  ii.  j68 
Du  Paty,  an  author,  cenfured,  i.  235 
Durazzo,  hiflorical  anecdote  of,  i.  473. 

a  port,  ii.  162 
Durer,  Albert,  pictures  by,  i.  444.  ii.  544  * 

cbaiafterized^t  ii.  ^44 
Durlach,  i«  28 

Dufleldoc^ 
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t}ufleldorf  gatleiy^  |>iftures  in  the,  i.  j 

rich  in  the  works  of  RubenSi 
few  of  the  Italian  mafters, 
i.  8 


EAGLES.  W  150 

Ear  of  Dionyfius,  remarks  on  the,  ii.  452 

Earth,  iniiaromable,  i.  395 

limits  of  the  ancient,  i.  502 
Earthquake  of  1558,  at  Naples,  i.  489 

Monte  Nuovo,  produced  by 
the,  i.  490 
that  fwallowed  the  towns  of  Ada,  i. 

of  1783,  remark  concerning,  ii.  21 

effe^  of,  at  Catanzaro,  ii.  1 85 
at  Montele«ne,  ii. 

187 

at  Oppido,  it.  189 
emotiona  excited  by,  ii.  190 
law-fuits  occaiioned  by,  ih, 
effe^  of,  on  the  human  or- 
gans, ii.  191 

at  Reggie,  ii.  206 
at  Melfina,  ii.  222 
wine,  ii.  204 . 
at  Rhodes,  ii.  409 
of  1 169,  ii.  466 
Earthquakes,  effedls  of,  ii.  82 

remarks  concerning,  ii.  X89.  196 
tremendous  eft'edb  of,  ii.  1S9.  195 
changes  produced  by,  ii.  205 
temples  demoliflied  by,  ii.  305 
frequent  in  Ifchia,  ii.  91 

at  Catania,  ii.  464  ■ 
Eclipfe  predi6led  by  a  fcholar  of  Plato,  ii.  354 
Eftbr^s,  naval,  of  the  Romans,  ii.  400  to  407 
Egeria,  fountain  of,  i.  358. 400, 401 

groveof,  i.  359 
Egelli,  ruins  of,  ii.  262 

once  a  mighty  city,  ii.  265 
EgliiTau,  town  of,  i.  53 

country  round,  1.  54 
Eg}'ptian  idolatries  among  the  Romans,  ii.  46 
Egyptians,  excellent  ciiPiom  of,  i.  423 
Khrcnbroitllein,  callle  of,  i.  2q 
P'/iger,  great  and  Hllle,  mountains  i.  104 
E'ntia,,  Hamilcar  Itationed  on  the  mountain,  ii. 

406 
Elbe,  comj-ared  to  t\^c  Rhine,  5.  i 

road  belide  the,  ii.  611 
Elbtrt'elde  and  valley,  account  of,  i.  il 
Elbcaf,   rrinre  of,    antiquities  dil'covered   by,   at 

Hercu>anenm,  ii.  19 
KlcArlcity,  conjedures  cunceriiing,  ii.  nj6 
Vol.  11. 


Ele^rit,  ifland  of,  ii.  144 

Elephant  of  lava  at  Catania,  ii.  468 

Elephants,  Roman  dread  of,  ii.  404 

Eletto  del  popolo^  an  officer  at  Naples,  i.  47({ 

Elifeo,  Father,  a  man  of  learning,  ii.  233 

Elpenor,  interment  of,  by  Ulyllcs,  i.  500 

Elva,  ifland  of,  i.  291 

Elyiian  fields,  lite  of  the  ancient,  i.  496 

Emerald  an  edl  long,  i.  45 

Emigrants,  behaviour  of  the,  at  Coblentz,  i.  19 

Empedion,  anecdote  of,  ii.  281 

Empedocles,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  284. 481 

remark  of,  on  Agrigentum,  ii.  292 
Emprefs  of  Grermany,  anecdote  oi^  i.  243 

tied  on  an  afs,  i.  246 
Ems,  mineral  waters  of,  i.  20 
Encydopedie,  grofs  blunder  of  the,  concerning 

Palermo,  ii.  256 
Engelberg,  mountain,  i.  102.  106 
Englifli  apathy,  i.  432 
Ennat  the  ancient,  ii.  311 
Ennius,  an  ancient  poet,  mention  of,  ii.  1^9 
Ens,  river  of,  i.  34 

Entymus,  an  ancient  colonial  leader^  ii.  290 
Epaminondas,  ii.  137 
Epbebea,  what,  i.  421 
Ephorus,  tale  invented  by,  ii.  56 
Epicydes,  mention  of,  ii.  414.  425.  428. 430,  43 V> 

43a 

Eplflles  and  Gofpels  read  in  Greek,  ii.  149 

Epomeus,  or  Epomeo,  anciently  a  volcano,  1.  499. 
ii.  84 
fcenery  of,  ii.  1530 
charaiterized,  ii.  89 
terrors  of  its  winding  paths,  ib, 

Eridanus,  who,  i.  199 

Eruptions,  volcanic,  tokens  of,  ii.  13 

Erymnon,  anecdote  of,  ii.  382 

Eryx,  fable  concerning,  ii.  268 

Erzgebiirg,  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  of,  i.  1% 

Eiaro,  the  river,  ravages  committed  by,  ii.  180 

Ejft'diariiy  what,  i.  317 

E'.slingen,  Imperial  town  of,  i.  38 

Etrurians,  origin  of  the,  i.  275 

characterized,  i.  276,  277 

Etymology  of  Dculfcbep  conjecture  concerning,  ii» 

EubaCii,  an  ancient  ifland,  i.  492 
Eugene,  Prince,  mention  of,  i.  207.  ii.  19 

books  colle6led  by,  ii.  605 
Evian,  town  of,  defcribed,  i.   158 
Kumachus,  dcfi^at  of,  by  Himilco,  ii.  387 
Euripides,  quotation  from,  ii.  310 
Exainctus,  pompous  entry  of,  ii.  292 
Exchange  at  Genoa,  i.  224 

at  pi  fa,  J.  292 
Excife  officers,  French,  rapacity  of,  u  151 

4  L  Excdra, 
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Kxedra>  what,  i.  418,  421.  ii.  j  i 
Infcription  on  an,  ii.  5 1 


F. 


f  ABIUS  and  the  ftatues  of  Tarcntum,  ii.  139 

anecdote  of,  i.  406 
Fable  and  hiftor}',  connedlion  between,  i.  470.  ii. 

137.  211.287 
Fahula  Atcllan^^  anecdote  concerning  the,  ii.  74 
Faenza,  a  town,  ii.  570 
Fain,  annual,  of  Salerno,  ii.  114 
Falifci,  the,  anecdote  of,  ii.  557 
Family,  royal,  at  Turin,  charattcrized,  i.  210 

filial  piety  of  a,  at  Catania,  ii.  463 
Fano,  a  town,  ii.  567 

Farmers,  experimental,  in  Switzerland,  i.  102 
of  Piedmont  chara6lerized,  i.  206 
labour  of,  in  Italy,  i.  4C0 
and  tillers,  opprellions  off  ii,  72 
Farms  of  Sicily,  mode  of  letting,  ir.  506 
Famefe  Hercules,  remarks  on  the  llatue  of  the, 
ii.  6 
Homer,  famous  head  of  the,  ii.  8 
Faro^  Capo  di,  a  promontory,  defcribed,  ii.  200. 
204 
ihaits  of,  anecdote  concerning,  ii.  S04 
Pafcarini,  a  fenator  of  Venice,  anecdote  of,  ii.  585 
Fa(U,  conililar,  famous,  i.  336 
Favignayta,  or  Favognana,  an  ifland,  ii.  271 
Favray,  doubtful  iloiy  of,  ii.  251 
Faun,  drunken,  remarkably  beautiful  ftatue  of,  ii. 

64 
Fayence,  pottery  fo  called,  ii.  57 1 
Fazello,  quotation  from,  i.  503 

concerning  the   Sicilian   vef- 
pers,  ii.  216 
Feelings,  paternal,  i.  299.  ii.  534 
Felizzano,  a  place,  i.  213 
FeneloD,  quotation  from,  i.  458 
anachronifm  of,  ii.  137 
Fennel,  giant,  tradition  concerning,  ii.  309 
Ferentina,  facred  grove  of,  i.  397 
Fern  ufed  inftead  of  draw,  i.  80 
Feronia,  the  fpring  of,  i.  454.  463 
Ferrara,  extent  and  population  of,  ii.  575 
univcrfity  of,  i3. 

Francefco,  profeflbr  at  Catania,  ii,  472 
Ferreri,  a  place,  ii.  484 
Ferry,  i.  255.  262.  465 

over  the  Silaro,  ii.  113       # 
Ferryman,  anecdote  of,  i3. 
Fertility  of  Lucerne,  i.  80 

near  Naples,  ii.  72.  75 
of  the  iiland  of  Ifchia,  ii.  86 
2 


^  Fertility  a£  Sicily,  ii.  235.  257 

extraordinary,  of  Mount  JEtnz,  ii.  4'^^ 
Fcftivals  of  Italy,  ii.  573 
Fetter  of  iron,  ancient  and  horrid,  ii.  6^ 
-Fetters,  golden,  witty  remark  on,  ii.  178 
Fia,  Signor,  a  man  of  literature,  i.  403,  404 
Fiction,  poetical,  how  promoted,  i.  503 
Fidanza,  piAures  by,  i.  284 
Field,  remarkable  uleof  a,  at  Rome,  i.  359 
Fig  tree  and  fruit,  i.  195.  215.  ii.  168,  169.  207. 

225.  275.  281.  496.  528,  529 
Fig*,  oiling  of,  ii.  207 

Figure,  anatomical,  in  wax,  remarkable,  i.  240 
Fiori  di  Fichi,  what,  ii.  207 
Fire  fignals  of  Switzerland,  i.  77 

remarkable  appearance  of,  i.  275 
river  of,  ii.  26 
gulphs  of,  ii.  27 
fubterranean  effe£\s  of,  ii.  42 

Calabria  the  focus  of,  ii.  210 
remarkable,  in  the  camp  of  the  Carthagi- 
nians, ii.  388 
and  fire-wofics,  Italian  fondnefs  of,  ii.  533 
Fires,  frequent  in  ancient  Rome,  i.  426 

manner  of  kindling  in  the  watch-towers  of 
Sicily,  ii.  266 
Fifcherhom,  a  rock,  i.  no 
Fifh,  good,  of  Ban,  ii.  132 

of  the  fpring  Arethufa,  ii.  449 
Fi(her-boy,  miraculous  efcape  of  a,  ii.  195 
Filhery  ot  Cefalu,  ii.  236 
Tunny,  ii.  244 
Fiihes,  preferved  coile6Uon  of,  ii.  3 54 
Fiume  Salfo,  a  river,  ii.  313 

a  rivulet  near  Pefto,  ii.  112 
Frigido,  a  river,  ii.  263 
di  Cailro  Reale,  the  ancient  Longanus,  n 

river,  ii.  397 
Freddo,  a  river,  the  ancient  jijines,  ii.  488 
FlaZf  growth  of,  i.  2  <6 

early  harvefl  ol,  ii.  159 
Fleas,  the  tOwn  of,  ii.  281 
Fleet,  iiril,  of  the  Romans,  ii.  399 
Fleufy,  Mademoifelle,  an  adlrefs,  i.  1B6 
Flics,  teafingin  Sicily,  ii.  312 
Floats  of  timber  on  the  Rhine,  account  of,  t.  9 
Florence,  uncertain  founding  of,  i.  278 
population  of,  i.  279 
bridges  at,  t^. 
Florentines,  democratical,  i.  278 
Floras,  remark  of,  on  the  admirable  induftiy  of 

the  Romans,  ii.  400 
Flowers  at  Turin,  i.  205 
at  Genoa,  i.  223 
atPifa,  i.  293 

artificial,  made  of  the  aloe,  i.  492 
Flue,  Nicholas  ron  der,  anecdotes  of,  t.  87.  120 

Fliiele, 
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Flucle,  i.  90.  95.  99 

Flutings,  prodigious,  ii.  304, 30^ 

Fogiaji  town  of,  ii.  121 

Foligni,  the  ancient  Fulgimum,  ii.  562 

Fondaco  del  Fico,  a  place  in  Calabria,  ii.  187 

Sicily,  ii.  3  23 
Fondi,  a  place,  t.  460 
Footana  del  aqua  felice,  t.  307 

di  Trevi,  i,  364 

grand  efFcft  of,  i.  365 
di  Paolo,  copious,  i.  ^66 
Forefis  of  ^tna,  ii.  47 j 

chefnut  ditto,  ii.  485 
Fortification^  of  MeiUna,  ii.  224 
Forli,  a  town,  ii.  570 
Fortuna  Virilis,  temple  of,  i.  345 
F^rum,  place  of  the,  i.  ^^^ 

Boarium,  what,  i.  337 

what,  i.  42 1 

of  Nerva,  ruftic  architecture  of,  i.  421 
Fountain,  inceffant  boiling  of  a,  ii.  119    • 
Fountains,  artificial,  ccnfured,  i.  ^^ 

at  the  place  Narona,  i.  ^6^ 
grand  at  ditto,  ib* 
^oxes  of  Sampfon,  critical  remark  on,  ii.  130 
Fra  Bartolomeo,  pi6Vures  by,  ii.  4.  543 
Fragment  and  infcription,  ancient,  ii.  237 
Francta,  pi6hire  by,  i.  444 
Francis  the  Fird,  where  taken  prifoner,  i.  245 
Frangini,  Cardinal,  mention  of,  i.  340 
Frangy,  village  of,  i.  188 
Franke,  Mr.  a  phyfician,  anecdotes  of,  1.  240 
Frankfort,  i.  23    ^ 
Frafcati,  a  place,  ii.  ^40 
Fratello,  mountain,  ii.  232 
Frederic  of  Auftria,  anecdote  of,  i.  1 17 

the  FixH,  anecdote  of,  i.  246 
Freedom,  how  maintained,  i.  278 

remark  concerning,  ii.  139 
Freiburg,  the  rival  of  Berne,  i.  1 15 
French,  the,  cenfurcd,  i.  186 

captain,  anecdote  of  a,  ii,  1^2 
Frielen,  the  high  baiUff,  anecdote  0^  i.  74 
Frigenti,  town  of,  ii.  118 
Friuli,  province  of,  ii.  602 
Frofl  and  fnow,noneat  Taranto,  ii.  147 
Fru6\ification,  conjectures  concerning,  ii.  2^ 
Fruit,  plentiful  in  Zug  and  Lucerne,  i.  80 
»t  Genoa,  i,  223 
Pifa,  i.  293 
eariiv  in  ftal}',  i,  457 
Fulvius  Flaccus,  cruelty  01,  i.  468^ 
Fumolo,  a  plant  deadly  to  white  iheep*  Ii.  145; 
Ifmz  d'Ifchia,  a  place,  ii.  86 
Furniture,  ancient,  it*  61,  6% 
Furrows  or  drains  in  PifidpiQut  aod  Sobe»is^  i«  19  j 


Fiirft,  Walter,  anecdote  of,  i.  99 
Fiirftenberg,  Baron  of,  a  benevolent  patriot, 
Fufeli,  a  Swiis  painter^  i.  58 
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GAETA,  fortrefs  of,  defcribed,  i.  463 

fuburbs  of,  and  population,  Tb* 
Gragini,  a  fculptor,  ii.  276 
Galsefus,  a  river,  ii.  143 

literary  anecdote  concerning,  ii.  144 
Galileo,  mention  of,  i.  284.  ii.  579,  -jSo 
Galipoli,  fituation  of,  ii.  16^ 

trade  of,  ii.  170 
Galle  le,  clifis  fo  called,  ii.  526 
Gallery,  Plorentine  pi6hire,  i.  280 
Gralley,  prodigious,  built  by  Hiero,  ii.  41Q 
Galleys,  improved  by  Dionyfius,  ii.  347 

prodigious,  of  Ptolomeus  Philopatei^  iw 

Gallitzin,  Princefs  of,  anecdotes  of,  i.  3 
Galofaro,  a  whirlpool,  ii.  201 
Game  or  mock  combat  at  Pi£i,  i.  29s 

plentiful  in  Bohemia,  ii.  610 
Games  of  the  Romans,  i.  311 
Garden  at  La  Vcneria,  i.  209 
botanic,  at  Pifa,  i.  289 

at  Catania,  ii.  471 
at  Padua,  ii.  579 
of  the  Villa  Ludovifi  defcribed,  i.  326 
of  Caefer,  1,373 
of  Adonis,  i.  41^     "^ 
of  Lucullus,  i.  479 
in  the  Latomiae  at  Syracule,  ii.  453 
of  the  Capuchins  near  Sorento,  ii.  5*5 
of  Alcinous,  ii.  529 
of  Ermenonville,  remark  on,  ii.  550 
Engliih,  at  Caferta,  ii.  537 
of  the  Villa  Doria,  criticifed,  ii.  ^^^ 
Garden- houfe,  ancient,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  ^^ 
Gardens,  round  Genoa,  i.  22 1 

and  groves  among  ruins,  ii.  305,  306 
kitchen,  near  Naples,  ii.  72 

of  Avcrla,  ii.  7j 
of  Regeio,  ii,  206 
near  Palermo,  ii.  246 
public,  at  Palermo,  ii.  255 
bad  talic  of,  ii.^jj 
Garganus,  an  ancient  mountain,  ii.  123 
Gariffliano,  a  river,  i.  465 
Gari^dl,  tower  of,  remark  on,  i.  273 
Garofiino,  the  bye-name  of  Benvenuto,  i.  44^- 
Gartani,  tower  built  by  the  family  of,  i.  352 
Gates,  brazen,  remarkable  at  Florence,  i.  28$ 
Gaudentio,  picture  by,  i.  248 

4  L  2  Gaudentius, 
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Gaudentius,  an  archite6l,  anecdote  of,  i.  5 19 
Gauru5>or  Monte  fiarbaro^  hill  of,  i.  489 

wine  of,  ib. 
Gazette  Litcrairc,  quoted,  ii.  260 
Gecfe  of  the  Capitol,  i.  338 
Gt'la  the  ancient,  ii.  314 

hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  316 
Gelas,  a  river  of  the  ancients,  ii.  299.  314 
Gcllias,  remarkable  anecdotes  of,  ii.  293.  298 
Gelo,  hiftorical  anecdotes    concerning,    ii.   240. 
306.  31,5.323,324.  527,  328,329,330. 
369.  396.  450 
the  fon  of  Hiero,  particulars  concerning,  ii. 
409.  412 
Gemark,  town  of,  i.  11 

Gems,  colle6Uon  of,  at  the  palace  of  the  Capo  di 
Monte,  ii.  3 
ancient,  in  the  mufeum  at  Portici,  ii.  64 
and  coins  of  Prince  Bifcari,  ii.  469 
Geneva,  fituation  of,  i.  164,  165 

abflraft  of  its  hiftory,  i.  165  to  180 
government  and  conftitution  of,  i.  176  to 
180 
Genlis,  Madam,  cenfured,  ii.  601 
Gennaro,  pi(5lurcs  by,  ii.  57  j 
Genoa,  beautiful  (ituation  of,  i.  215 
brief  hiflory  of,  i.  216 
firft  ftniggles  for  freedom  of,  ib, 
humbled  by  France,  i.  217 
conHitution  and  government  of,  i.  218 
territories  of,  i.  220 
population  of,  i.  220.  222 
lands,  fruits,  and  agriculture  of,  i.  220 
fi1k-raanufa6lory  of,  i.  220 
buildings  of,  ib. 
palaces,  numerous,  of,  i.  221 
a  free  port,  i.  222 
climate  of,  i.  223.  237 
Genthod,  the  refidence  of  Bonnet,  i.  186 
Genzano,  a  town,  i.  399.  401 
Ckography,  ancient, remarks  on,  i.  500, 501 .  ii.  3 1 . 
115.  174.  211,  212 
of  the  Odjrffey,  i.  503 
George,  St.  Bank  of,  i.  219 
German,  anecdotes  of  a,  at  Oria,  ii.  i6i 
Germany,  ancient,  cold  of,  ii.  117 
Gerardo  della  Notte,  piftures  by^  i.  385.  ii,  565 
Gerfau,  remarkable  free  flate  o^  i.  93.  99    . 

mountains  of,  i.  loj 
Gcrftenberg,  a  German  poet,  i.  289 
Gcfner  the  poet,  monument  of,  defcribed,  i.  6g 

tranflation  from,  ib. 
Geisler,  governor,  anecdotes  ofj  i.  89.  91 
Gex,  country  of,  i.  176 
Ghiberti,  works  of>  i.  286 
Giant,  wxoxmt  of  a,  u  225 


Giants,  fkcletons  of,  in  Sicily,  1.  ^0^ 

Giarre,  a  town,  ii.  487 

Gioeai,  Don,  a  man  of  literature,  ii.  470 

quotation  from,  ii.  477 
Gioja,  a  town,  ii.  133 

Giordano,  Luca,  pidlures  by,  i.  229.  233.  286 
Giotto,  paintings  by,  ii.  578 
Giovenazzo,  a  town,  ii.  129 

architecture  oC  ii.  130 
Girgenti,  the  ancient  Agrigentum,  ii.  186.  300 
beautiful  and  numerous  ruins  of,  ii.  301 
•   (ituation  of,  ii.  307, 308 
Gifslingen,  i.  38 
Giudicello,  a  river,  ii.  4^^ 
Glaciers  increafe  and  diminifli,  i.  1 10 

of  Heme,  i.  144 
Gladiators,  various  chara6leri(lic  anecdotes  of,  i. 
3i3>3H>3i5*3i<5.  320.  gS6.  ii. 

female,  1.  316 

Glafs,  ancient,  ii.  52.  62 
paintings  on,  ii.  62 

Gli  Farigliari,  cliffs  fo  called,  ii.  470 

Glow-worms,  i.  275 

Frying*  ii.  1 14 

Glycon,  an  ancient  fculptor,  ii.  6 

Gmelin,  a  German  artift,  ii.  556 

Gnats  of  Sicily,  ii.  505 

Goat-hunters,  dangerous  tracks  of  the,  i.  155 
cavern  of  Mount  JEtm,,  ii.  475 
herds,  ancient  and  modem,  ii.  118 

Goats  of  Savoy«  i.  189 

Gods,  angry,  of  the  Tarentincs,  i.  406 

Gold,  found  near  Taranto,  ii.  148 

Gondole  of  Venice,  ii.  581.  J92 

Grondoliers,  ii.  593.  601 

Gronfalonier  of  Bologna,  what,  i.  265 

Gronfalvo  of  Cordova,'  hiftorical  anecdote  of,  i. 

473 
Gorgetti,  ftatue  by,  i.  351 
Gorgias  the  orator,  ii.  321 
Gorgona,  iiland  of,  i.  291 
Gothard,  mountain  of,  i,  83.  S6, 95,  96, 97.  102 

no 
Goths,  praife  of  the,  ii.  561 
Gfovematori  of  Genoa,  what,  i.  218 
Government  of  Venice,  reflections  on,  ii.  596 
Governments,  reflections  concerning,  i.  161 

oppreffions  of,  ii,  285.  507.  509 
defpotic,  various,  ii.  586 
Gracchus,  T.  S.  noble  behaviour  of,  ii.  38    ' 
Graces,  the  terrible,  i.  410.  it.  98 
Gradenigo,  patriotic  Doge  of  Venice,  ii.  583 
Gradifca,  a  place,  ii.  602 
Graf&r,  Mr.  a  gardener,  ii,  537 
Grafting,  remarks  on,  ii.  188 

Cnmari 
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Granaries  at  B«rne,  1.  1J9 

.    of  Sicily,  ii.  284.  286 
Granaries  of  Sicily,  fubterranean,  ii.  2  87 
Grrande,  a  river,  ii.  237 
Grano  G^rmano,  what,  ii.  78 
Granfon,  battle  of,  i.  67.  119 

garrifon  of,  hanged,  i.  155 
CrrapeS,  cuftom  concerning,  i.  183 
Grappling  irons  of  the  Romans,  ii.  400 
Grafs,  decayed,  a  manure,  ii.  45 
Grafshopper,  ode  to  the,  ii.  282 
Gravina,  a  village,  ii.  474 
Greco  Levante,  a  wind,  ii.  129 
Greek  art,  grandeur  of,  ii.  112 
Greeks,  avcrfion  of,  to  Gladiators^  >•  Ji? 

tafte  and  genius  of  the,  ii.  49.1 

vanity  of  the,  ii.  180 

dcfcriptive  propenfity  of,  ii.  203.  236 
Grindelwald,  mountains  of,  u  103.  109 
Grinfelberg,  i.  106 
Grotta  del  Cane,  La,  mephitic  qualities  of,  ii.  29 

degli  fpiriti,  or  grotto  of  ghoils,  ii.  ^$ 

dragonara.  La,  ii.  34 

di  matrimon,  in  the  iiland  of  Capri^  ii. 

97 
Ferrata,  an  Abbey,  ii.  538 

Grotto,  the  Sybil's,  ii.  12 
of  (hells,  ii.  144 
Griitlin,  the,  i.  95 

anecdote  concerning,  i.  99 
Guard-houfe  at  Darmfladt,  i.  24 
Guards,  danger  of  granting,  to  tyraatSf  ii.  341 
Guelphs  and  Ghibelins,  i.   213,  214.  217.  246. 
254.  257.  263.  278.  288.  293.  ii.  577 
Guercino,  pictures  by,  i.  201.   226.  230.  232. 
^Si-  »?>>  ^72.  328.  443.  u.  2.  54J. 

575 
true  name  of,  1. 305. 11. 574 

Guides  of  Switzerland  charaderized,  i.  109 

dexterity  of,  i.  149 

Guido,  pi£hire8  by,  i.  7.   201,  202.  227.  233. 

266,  267.  269,  270,  271,  272.  306. 

328.  414.  444-  »•  542>  543-  5^^-  57^ 
characterized,  i.  268 
where  buried,  i.  271 
Gunpowder,  not  inflammable  in  the  grotta  del 

Cane,  ii.  30 
Gylippus,  anecdote  of,  ii.  338 


H 


MABIT,  the  power  of,  i.  3 1 7 
Hablburg,  Counts  of,  i.  90.  loi 
Hackert,  a  painter,  particulaiB  concerning,  and 
pifturcs  by,  i.  326.  388.  413.'  ii.  S37 


Hackert,  genius  of,  i.  467 

patronized  by  the  King  of  Naples,  i. 

488 
the  bi«tYien  of,  i.  488 
Hagenbach,  a  Statthalter,  put  to  death,  i.  118 
Halm,  the  reverend  Mr.  afbx»omical  clock  of,  i. 

30 
Hal  fie,  a  place,  i.  104 
Hall,  remarkable,  at  Padua,  ii.  579 
Haller,  a  reformer,  i.  121 

the.  author,  advice  of,  i.  1^^ 

remark  made  by,  ii.  6 
Halycus,  the  river  of,  conjectures  concerning,  ii. 

286.  370 
Haman,  anecdotes  concerning,  i.  3 
Hamilcar,  at  the  iiege  of  Himera,  ii.  239 

the  opponent  of  Agathocles,  ii.  376  to 

383 
the  father  of   Hannibal   the   Great, 
anecdotes  of,  ii.  406 
Hamilton,  Sir  William,  colle^ion  of  TafSn  of,  ii. 
3-78 
prefents  of,  to  the  King  of' Naples,  ii.  4 
Hannibal  the  Great,  paffing  the  Alps,  i.  191. 
197 
anecdotes  of,  1.  199.  20^. 
359.  467,  468.  489.  ii. 
37.   79,  80.  127.   138. 
203.  560 
yiCtory  of,  near  the  Tiicino, 
i.  239 
the  conqueror  of  Himera,  ii.  242 

of  Sdinus,  ii.  279.  293 
aniwer  of,  concem- 
ing  the  Selinuntii,  ii. 
280 
fuppofed  facrilege  of,  ii.  294 
a  naval  commander  of  Carthage^  ii.  400 
a  Carthaginian  commander,  ii.  404 
a  Rhodian,  ib, 
an  ambafikdor,  ii.  414: 
Hanno,  ftratagem  of,  ii.  368 

defeated  by  Lutatius,  ii.  407 
Hanie-towns,  mention  of,  ii.  583 
Harderbei^g,  i.  104 
Hariequin,  reflexions  on  the  character  of^  i.  233. 

ii.  594 
Hamobiles,  what,  ii.  346 
Harrow  not  generally  ufed  in  Naples  and  Sicily, 

ii.  226 
Harveft,  eariy,  ii.  169.  226.  237.  2M< 
Haile  bufhes,  remarkable,  ii.  116 
Hafli,  valley  of,  i.  103.  106 

inhabitants  and  government  of,  i.  106,  108 
Haven  of  Genoa,  i;  221 
of  Cumae,  i.  492 

Haren 
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Havea  of  Balae,  i.  496 

coD^tikart  00Q0enikig»  ii.  33 
of  Julius^  i.  490 

miiiake  conoemlng^  ii.  34 
of  Sakfnoy  it.  114 
of  Bruidi4.  ii.  l6^ 
unfafe^  of  Gallipo1i»  ii.  170 
of  Cotronc,  ii.  179 
of  Meflina,  iL  223 
of  Girgcnti,  ii.  287 
excellent^  of  Palermo,  ii.  247  . 
ftmoiM,  of  Lilybacum,  ii.  274 
Trogilian,  it.  428 
great,  of  Syracufe,  ii.  445 
Head  found  at  Borne,  anecdote  of  a,  t.  531 
Jieat  and  coH^  degrees  of^   i.   209.  223.  %s7 
243.  289.  454.  ii.  495 
tffe&s  of,  in  Sicily  and  Italy,  ii.  277.  284. 

511.  441 
preventative  ag^nft,  ii.  44T 
fereritjof,  ii.  266.  286 
Hecate,  remarkable,  in  the  Mtifisum  Pium  Cle- 

*    mentinum,  i.  435 
Heckle  and  hatdul,  etymological  doubt  odnoem- 

ing,  ii.  152 
Hedging  in  Sicily,  mode  of,  ii.  257 
Htkddherg,  L  25,  26 
Heliafierion,  what,  i.  421 
Helicon,  fituation  of  the  ancient,  ii.  229 
iHell  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  different  fituations  of, 

i.  498.  ii.  30>  3^ 
Helorby  faying  of,  ii.  345 

a  friend  of  froedom,  ii.  350 
ihiorus,  an  ancient  town  in  Sicily,  ii.  427 
.Hemflerfaiiiya,  an  author,  i.  3 
Heniy  the  Fourth  of  France,  pi£lure  of,  found 

intheReuft/i.  86 
Hcraclea,  a  town  taken  by  Agathocks,  ii.  386 

and  daughter!,  death  of,  11.419 
Heradideff^  the  enemy  of  Dion,  anecdotes  of,  ii. 
J56.  5<5o,  361,  362 
the  fon  of  Agathocles,  ii.  389 
/Herculaneum^  difcovery  Sf,  in  1713,  ii.  jg 
theatre  of  the  ancient,  ib* 
towns  built  over,  ii.  42 
model  of  the  theatre  of^  ii*  67 
rHercules  Mufagetes,  temple  of,  i.  329 

cattle  driven  from  Spain  by>  i.  337. 

496.  ii.  43.  268.  446 
biftorical  traces  of,  L  3^1.  iL  3 19 
tiw  fonnder  of  Pompeii  and  Hercnla- 

neum,  ii.  43 
beautiful  image  of,  at  Agrigeati|in»  ii. 

^Heidfxtien  of  the  Alps,  L  108 

Neapolitan,  how  taxAd^ii.  75 
Jicrennius,  anecdote  of,  ii.  122 


Herefy,  catholic  dread  of,  ti.  X49 
Henna,  what,  i.  436 

Hermit  of  Somma,  oa  Mount  Vefuviua,  iL  t<SL 
19.  26 
of  San  Marino,  it.  569 
Hermitage  on  Mount  Epomeus,  iL  90 
HermocrateSf  hiflorical   traces  of,  ii.  281.  324. 

33  J»  33^-  339>  3¥> 
'  the  afs-drivcr,  ii.  340 

Heroes,  three  memorable,  of  Switzerland,  i,  6f 
Herodotus,  a  paffage  of,  doubted,  ii.  329 
Herfchcl,  mention  of,  iL  253 
Hefiod,  quotationa  from,  ii.  309.  498 

maxim  of,  ii.  z 
Hcfs,  Mr.  i.  54.  58 

Hiero  the  Firft,  hiftorical  traces  of>i.  493.  iL  3x5. 
328.  331.  462 
the  Second,  hiftorical  traces  of,  iL  325 
propitious  youth  of,  ii.  396 
treacherous  z6i  of,  ii.  397 
proclaimed  King,  ik 
political  prudence  of,  ii.  398 
laudable  atnlxtion  o^  ii.  399 
wife  gov^imment  of,  ii.  408 
tythes  levied  by,  ii.  409 
death  of,  iL  412 
Hieronymus,  hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  413, 414 

aiTaflination  of,  iL  41  j 
High  Bailiffs  of  Switzerland  cenfured,  i.  96 
Himera,  town  and  river,  conjcdnres  concerning, 
iL  238 
iiegeof,  iL  239 

fecond,  it.  242 
battle  of,  ii.  241 

confequences  of  the,  ii,  327 
HimnaSp  the  ancient^  a  river«  ii.  3 13 
Himilco,  a  commander  at  the  fiege  of  Agrigen- 
tuin,  ii.  293.  295,  ^' 
a  Carthaginian  defender  of  Syraculc,  it. 

a  Carthaginian  gencfBl*  ii.  349 
Hipparinus,  the  fon  of  Dion,  ii.  357 
Hippoacra,  a  town  taken  by  Agathocles,  ii.  386 
Hippoclides  dancing,  anecdote  of,  ii.  102 
Hippocrates  and  Epicydes,  hift*rical  ancedotcs  of, 

ii.  414.  417-  4A<>*  4aJ-  4^  4a5- 
4*7 
Hippolytus,  dory  of,  in  baflb  rtUevo,  at  Girgeoti> 
ii.  |00 
refufcitation  of,  L  400 
Hirt,  Mr.  the  antiquarian,  various  particulars  con- 
cerning, i.306.  308.  33^-34B.  355-357- 
361,  362.  585.  407.  409.  423.  4>6. 

438 
Hifioiy^  Arabic,  of  Stdly,  ii.  s jo 

and  fable»  conne^tioa  between,  i.  470.  ii. 

Z37.  2X1.  287 

Hiftoiy 
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Hiftorf  €(  Syracufe  and  Sicily^  an  abftraA  of 

the,  ii.  32610456 
Hochftadt,  a  fAvst,  i.  103 
Hochwang,  a  mountain,  i.  86 
Hoeing  in  Sicily,  ii.  226 
Hogs  of  Sicily,  ii.  50 < 
Hohenaf^rg,  caftlc  of,  i.  J4 
Hohenheim  palace,  near  Stutgard,  i.  j8 
Hohenftaufen,  a  mountain,  to. 
Hohentwiel,  fortrefs  of,  i.  46. 49 
Hohnkreg,  Hoheniloflfel,  and  Hohentwiel,  moun- 
tains of,  i.  49 
Holbein,  pi6lurcs  by,  i.  2S3,  ii.  544  • 
Holy  Handkerchief,  chapel  of,  i.  202 

when  exhibited,  i^. 
Homan  thj5  geographer,  mention  of,  i.  50J 
Homeo  quotations  from,  i.  3^*  377'  3^^'  4^3* 

460,461,463.483.500,501.  ii.  55. 

92, 93. 100. 104.  J98.  264.  Si66,  270, 

«7i'354-457-5?9        ^^     ,. 
apotheofis  of,  on  a  famous  bauo  relievo, 

»•  430 
genius  of,  i.  454.  481.  484.  501.  503, 

504.  ii.  r97.  199.  211 
apoftropheto,  i.  50a 
famous  buil  of,  ii.  8 
Homicide  of  twenty-feven  fenators  of  Capua,  i. 

468 
Honey  of  Alabis,  ii.  3%$ 
Hybla,  ii.  324 
Horace,  quotations  firom,  i.  298,  299.  316.  347. 
3^5-  374-  379-  401,  402-  4H-  4^o. 
437- 45»- 455- 4<55-  494>  495-  M-  n. 
70. 102. 120.  122. 126.  133. 137.  142. 
130.  154.  168.  451.  481.  506.  346, 

547>  54B>  549 
journey  of,  to  Brundufium,  ii.  24 
interpreted,  ii.  260,  261,  262 
Horatii  and  Curatii,  monument  of,  i.  394 

combat  of,  i.  399 
Hormosy  or  the  neck-band,  a  dance,  ii.  102 
Horfe  of  bronze,  miracles  worked  by  a,  ii.  j 

a  reflive,  ii.  165 
Hdrfes  not  fhod  among  the  ancients,  i.  402 
of  Naples  famous,  i.  478.  486 
of  bronze  at  Venice,  ii.  591 
ftatues  of,  ancient,  remarks  concerning,  ii. 

60 
training  of,  at  Tarcntum,  ii.  137 
dancing  of  the  Sybarites,  ii.  176 
of  Calabria,  ii.  186 
of  Sicily  defcribed,  ii.  504 
Hofpital,  great,  6i  Genoa,  i.  232 
Hofpitals  of  Berne  charafterizcd,  i.  137 
Hpfpitality  of  the  mountaineers  of  the  Alps,  i.  108 
of  the  Italians  and  Sicilians,  ii.  309. 
317.  5".  S^S 


Houfes,  how  built  in  Berne,  i.  105 

of  Italy  and  Sicily,  excellence  of  the,  i. 

»79 

coolneft  of  the,  ii» 

of  ancient  Pompeii  defcribed,  ii.  45 

raak  of  the  inhal>it- 
ants  of,  ii.  53 
high,  moft  dangerous  during  earthquake^ 

ii.  222 
black,  of  Mount  ^tna,  ii.  47J 
Howard,  Mr.  admiration  of^  i.  235 
Hugonots,  derivation  of  the  word,  i..Xftx 

at  Geneva,  i.  168 
HundhoHl,  pidtures  by,  i.  385.  ii.  ^65 
Hunter,  PerOan,  (imile  of,  i.  319 
Hufs,  John,  anecdotes  of,  and  ftone  effigies,  L  46 
Huts  on  the  ihores  oi  the  Adriatic,  ii.  13 1 . 
Hyccara,  the  birth-place  of  Lais,  ii*  237 
Hydrusy  the  famed  river,  only  a  brook,  ii.  x68 
Hymettus,  honey  of,  ii.  155 
Hypfuy  an  ancient  river,  ii.  ^3 
Hyp/as,  ian  ancient  river,  ii.  J07 

1. 


JACOBI,  writings  of,  and  mode  of  Uviof,  I; 

Jacobm  miffionary  at  Naples,  1.  476 
Jacquin,  father  and  fon,  botanifts,  ii.  .606 
7^»»iZ,  barbarous  name  of  Genoa,  i.  216 
JanuariiJis,  St.  church  and  miraculova  blood  o^ 

Janus,  conjedure  concerning,  i.  330 
Jaretta,  the  ancient  Kyamcfirus,  a  river,  ii,  397 
Ice,  fall  of,  i.  1 1  o 
at  Rome,  i.  307 
a  common  neceflary  in  Naples  and  Sicily,  i. 

474.  ii.  147 
medical  ufe  of,  ii.  442 
and  fnow,  particulars  concerning  il,  443 
Icetes,  ambition  of,  ii.  365.  369,  370 

the  Strategus,  ii.  393 
Jealoufy  of  the  Romans,  i.  342 
Jerome,  St.  pidture  of,  mafler-piece  of  Corregglo, 

i.  239 
Jews,  how  treated  at  Frankfort,  i.  23 

enflaved  by  Vefpaiian,  how  employed,  i, 

319 
anecdote  of,  i.  324 

degrading  law  concerning  the,  at  Ancona, 
ii.  566 
Ignis  fatuus,  i.  452 
Ildromo,  a  place,  ii.  494 
Iller,  the  river  of,  i.  39 
Imagination,  effe^ls  of,  on  difeafe^  ii.  154 
Imola,  a  town,  ii.  57 1 

ImproiH£Uor«^ 
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ImproTtiktore  at  Genoa^  i.  S24 
Iinpityfiiktori,  ref!e6(ioni  on,  i.  224 

of  the  Portugueze  and  Spaniards, 

Indolence  of  ihe  people  of  Naples,  i.  478 
Jne/fa,  an  andent  town,  ii.  463 

ancient  fite  of,  ii,  474 
Ingelheimer-Au,  ifland  of,  i.  22 
inhabitants  at  Geneva,  what,  i.  174 
Inn  on  Mount  Cenis,  i.  ipj 
good,  at  Noralefe,  i,  194 
the,  a  river,  ii.  236 
Inn-keeper,  dory  of  an,  i.  112 
Inns  of  Savoy  chara6leri2ed,  i.  1S9,  190 

Italy  cbanifierized,  i.  196.  255,  25(5.  ii. 

184.  580.  603,  604.  610 
Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  234.  245 
Inquiiition  in  Sicily,  ii.  2 <$ 
Infcrtption  of  p.  Sciplo  Afncanus,  H.  j8 
on  the  temb  of  Virgil,  ii.  135 
ancient  Greek,  ii.  13  d 

found  at  Syracufe^  ii.  441 
at  Syraoife,  ii.  455 
of  Diodorus,  ii.  468 
of  the  Delphic  Apollo,  ii.  470 
on  the  marble  pier  at  Venice,  ii.  599 
Infcriptions  In  memory  of  Tell,  i.  92.  97,  98 
of  Viftor  Amadeus,  L  208 
remarkably  ignorant,  i.  205 
over  the  houus  in  Pompeii,  ii.  50 
-of  an'Cxedra,  ii.  51 
to  the  apoftles  Peter  and  Paul,  at  Sy- 
racufe,  ii.  440 
ItiArument,  agronomical,  dtfcovery  of  an,  ii.  253 
Inllruments,  fur|;ical,  found  at  Pompeii,  ii.  53 

ancient,  in  the  raufeum  at  Portici, 

ii.  62 
ancient  agricultural,  ii.  6i 
In/ubri,  countiy  of  the,  i.  246 
Iiifurance  olBces,  none  in  Switzerland,  i.  135 
Intert^urffe  between  towns  cut  off,  ii.  182.  193 
lutcrlaken,-  a  place,  i.  10 j.  113 
Inundation,  tragical  etfe^Sb  of  one,  i.  63 

atecond,  i.  m 
of  the  Po,  i.  238 
near  Radicofani,  i.  295 
Jucadrus,  a  f(»i  of  JEoius,  ii.  205 
Jochen  Jlerly,  a  Swifs  farmer,  feme  account  of,  i. 

Johanna,  Queen  of  Naples,  anecdote  of,  i.  473 

rup|x>red  palace  of,  ii.  69 

palace  of,  called  Puggio  Reale,  ii.  77 

lull  and  cruelty  of,  ih. 

the  Second,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  217 
Jnhn  of  Procida  charaderixed,  i.  47a 
ioi'cph  the  Second,  particulars  concerning,  ii,  603 

607 


Iriih,  learning  of  the,  in  the  middle  ages^  ii.  14S 
lichia,  fortrefs  on  the  ifland  of,  ii.  84 
ancient  volcanic  terrors  of,  ii.  85 
fertility  of,  u.  86 

inhalntants  of,  characterized,  ii.  93.  53 1 
a  fecond  tour  of^  by  the  County  ii.  528 
fruits  of,  lb, ' 

popnlation,baths,  and  agriculture  of,  ii.  530 
Ifere,  a  river,  i.  189 
Ids,  temple  of,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  46 
Ifland,  floating,  of  Homer,  i.  503 
Iflands  of  the  Mediterranean,  chara£leriitic  fea- 
tuiesof,  i.  482 
floating,  ii.  197 
Italians,  talents  for,  and  love  of  ailing,  i.  197. 
213.  233.  ii.  S93 
prefer  town   to  country,   i.   250.  296. 
animation  and  geiliculation  of,  i.  304. 

vain  of  their  antiquity,  i.  399.  ii.  133. 

indolence  of,  i.  474 

and  Sicilians  chanidterized,  ii.  98.  132, 

^33'  ^^S'  ^73'   180.  191.  193.  258. 

260.  284.  303.  513.  517.  532.  534, 

574-  581.  595 
bbfpiuiity  of  the,  ii.  165.  180.  184.  207 
curiofity  of  the,  ii.  1 73 
Italy  falfely  cenfured,  i.  %66 
charms  of,  i.  455 

ancient  wealth  and  beauty  of,  i.  482 
and  Sicily,  fertility  of,  ii.  496 
parts  of,  like  parts  of  Germany,  ii.  574 

the   Netherlands,    ii. 

Ith,  profeflbr  at  Berne,  i,  138.  145 

Jugglers,  i.  2I2 

Julio  Romano,  pictures  by,  i.  385,  ii.  34a 

Jungfrau  mountain,  i.  104.  106.  112 

Junius,  the  Conful,  naval  misfortune  of,  ii.  40J 

Juno  Moneta,  temple  of,  i.  332.  339 
the  Linuvinian  ftatue  of,  i.  438* 

Jupiter  Stater,  temple  of,  i.  324 

Tonans,  temple  of,  anecdote  concerning^ 

i-  3^5'  333 
Capitolinus,  temple  of,  anecdote  concern- 
ing* ».  33^'  33^ 
and  Juno,  temples  of,  1.  329 
Fcretrius,  temple  of,  Ljjf 
temple  of,  built  by  Tarquin,  **, 
Pluvius,  how  perfonified,  i.  428 

Jura,  promontoiy  of,  i.  153 

Jiitlybcrg,  the  Uto  of  Klopltook,  i.  7a 

Juturna,  fountain  of,  i,  350 
feblc  concerning,  ih, 

Jlizt,  high  baililf  of  Schweitz,  anecjlote  of,   i. 

.5^  .  .   - 
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KAPPEL,  battle  of,  i.  78 

Karlfruh,  i.  29.  34 

Kauffmann,  Angel  ica«  where  born,  i.  40 

anecdotes  concerning,  i.  302.  424 

pi6luresby,  i.  310 

capital  pi6lure  in  the  poiTeflion  of,  ii. 

SS3>  554 
Kienthalberg  mountain,  i.  104 
Kilchberg,  iituation  of,  i.  &i 
Kilt,  a  remarkable  cuflom,  i.  140 
King,  a,  and  a  Pope,  tranquillity  of,  after  murder, 

ii.  215 
Kings,  tyrannical,  how  kept  in  awe,  i.  477 
Kitchen  utenfils,  ii.  63 

fire-place,  ii.  63 
Kleuker  relides  at  Ofnaburg,  i.  2 
Klopdock  relides  near  Hamburg,  i.  2 

quoted,  i.  19.  24.  64.  269.  ii.  58.  133. 

534 
mention  of,  i.  29.  72 
Knees,  pilgrims  walking  on  their,  ii.  564 
Knowledge,  date  of,  at  Rome,  i.  341 
Kolin,  a  place,  ii.  611 
Kolreuter,  Mr.  remarkable  experiments  in  botany 

of,  i.  33 
Koftnitz,  or  Conllance,  i.  43 
Krifpalt,  i.  85 

Kiihreihen,  or  Song  of  the  Swifs,  i.  100.  120 
Kiifnacht,  town  of,  i.  63 

another  place  fo  called,  i.  77.  8p,  90, 
91,92 


XA  BAGARIA,  a  place,  ii.  2,^0 
Labdalon,  conjeftures  concerning,  ii.  457 
La  Eocchetta,  i.  215 
Laboratory,  grand,  of  nature,  ii.  10 
La  Cava,  a  place,  ii.- 1 10.  535 
Lacdus,  the  little  haven  of  Syracufe,  ii.  453 
Lacco  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,  ii.  85 
La  Chambre,  a  place,  i.  190 
La  Colombara,  a  fortreis,  ii.  268 
Lacnma,-  a  kind  of  wine,  ii.  19 
La6lantius  averieto  Gladiators,  i.  317 
La  dent  de  latmnty  a  mountain,  i.  IJ5 
Ladies,  Genoefe,  characterized,  i.  236 
Lady-bird  among  the  drofs  of  ^tna,  ii.  481 
Laeflrigons,  the  town  of,  conjectures  concerning,  i. 

462 
poetical  uieof,  by  Homer,  i.  503.ii. 

212 
La  Favorite,  palace  of,  i.  21 
La  Foglia,  a  river,  tht  ancient  Pifaurus,  ii.  567 
Lago  del  Re,  ii.  84 
Vol.  JL 


I  Lago  del  Re,  fiiheiy  at,  ii.  S4 
di  Patria,  ii.  39 
Laguna,  the  (hallows  of  Venice,  ii.  592.  599 
Lahn,  a  river,  i.  20 
Lais,  anecdote  of,  ii.  257 
Lake  of  Confiance,  i.  41.  44 
Zell,  i.45 
Ueberlingen,  ib. 
Zug,  i.  80 
Lucerne,  i.  86  to  99 
Sempach,  i.  xoi 
Thun,  i.  103,  104,  105 
the  four  Waldftiidte,  i.  104 
Brienz,  i.  104,  105 
Bieler,  characterized,  i.  142 
Arlach,  i.  143,  144 
de  Mouron,  remarkable,  i.  150 
of  Neufchatel,  i.  IJ3 
Maggiore,  i.  243 
of  Bolfena,  i.  296 
Fondi,  i.  4^9 
Avemus,  i.  490. 499 
Fuzaro,  i.  493 
Nemi,  i.  394.  399, 400 
Albano,  i.  394- 39^ 

anecdote  concerning,  i.  395. 397 
Avernus,   and  the   Lucrine,    union  be- 
tween, ii.  10 
Agnano,  ii.  29 
Psdici,  fulphurous,  Li.  319 
Beveria,  ii.  319 
Velinus,  ii.  560 
on  Mount  Cenis,  i.  193 
the  Lucrine,  i.  490.  499 
Lakes,  two,  in  Calabria,  ii.  203 
Lalande  De,  anecdote  of,  ii.  2  53 
Lamis,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii.  323 
Lamp,  fepulchral,  hermetically  fealed,  ii,  76 
Lamps,  ancient,  terri tic  forms  of,  ii.  52 

of  the  ancients,  ii.  61.  468 
Lanafla,   daughter  of  Agathocles,   and  wife   of 

Pyrrhus,  ii.  393 
La  nave,  a  tree  fo  called,  ii.  486 
Lancelotto  Cadello,  a  Sicilian,  noble  author,  li. 

MS 
Landolina,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  439. 459.  498 

literary  remarks  of,  ii.  443.  457 

the  ion  of,  froft-feized,  ii.  478 
Landfcapes  of  the  ancients,  ii.  49 
Iianebui^,  town  of,  i.  192 
Lanfiranc,  pictures  by,  ii.  5 
Lanilta,  what,  i.  315 
Lanuvium,  an  ancient  towii,  i.  404 

midake  concerning,  ib. 
Laocoon,  flatue  of,  i.  433 
La  Ricda,  a  place«  i<  J91 

antiquity  of^  i.  393 
4M  La 
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La  Rive,  a  painter,  Ibme  account  of^  i.  tSs- 

the  a6lor  defcribcd,  i.  i86 
La  Supcrga,  monaflcry  of,  delcrlbcd,  i.  197.  %oy 
Lateran,  the  church  of,  i.  422 
Latin  verfe  in  Rhyme,  ii.  230 
Latomiae,  or  Hone  quarries,  of  ancteat  Selijias>  ii. 

of  Syracufe,  ii.45a 
La  Tour,  a  place,  i.  146 
La  Trappe,  rigorous  order  of,  t.  12 
Lava,  catara6ls  of,  from  Vefuvius,  ii.  21 

broad  bed  of,  running  into  the  (ea,  ii.  44 

various  kinds  of,  ii.  28.  85.  469 

dififerent  tertility  of,  ii.  44 

broad  bed  of,  at  the  foot  of  Epomeo^  ii. 

84 

vegetation  of,  ii.  469 
and  a(hes^  vail  beds  of,  ii.  474.  478 
of  i^tna,   courfe*  and  phenomena  oC  ii* 
482,  483 

Lavater,  anecdotes  of,  1.  54.  58.  62.  72 

the  fon  of,  mention  of,,  i.  64.  68 

Laubach,  a  town,  ii.  603 

La  Veneria,  palace  of,  i.  209 

Laufen,  caftle  of,  i.  51 

Laupen,  a  place^  >•  n^ 

Laurel,  literary  difpute  eooceming,  i.  485 

Laufanne,  town,  government  and  people  of,   i. 

159 
foldiers  fent  to,  behaviour  of,  i.  160. 
162,  163 
Laus  Pompeiay  an  ancient  town,  i.  253^ 
Lauterbrunn,  village  of,  i.  103 
valley  of,  i.  1 1 1 
Law,  fimplicity  of,  at  Berne,  i.  130 
fuits,  expenfive  at  Berne,  i.  136 
concerning  debt  at  Geneva,  i.  179. 
fumptuaiy,  remarkable,  by  Augulhis,i.  3 14 
fuits,    remarkable   in   Calabria,   after   the 

earthquake  of  1783,  ii.  190 
fingular,  in  Sicily,,  ii.  516 
Laws>  inefficiency  of,  i.  126 

and  morals,  remark  concerning,  ii.  139 
of  Diocles,  ii.  338 
remarkable,  of  Zaleucus,  ii.  208 
Lazaretto  of  MeHina,  ii.  223 
Lazarolo,  the  port  of,  ii.  512 
Lazaroni,  charaftcr  of  the,  i.  47  j 
fome  at  Borne,  ih, 
and  fiihwives,  remark  on,  i.  477 
Leaf  of  the  Ca6lu&  Opuntia,  productive  quality  of, 

ii.  226 
League  againft  Venice,  ii.  583 
Leafes,  iliort  in  Italy,  i.  207 
Leaves,  fodder  for  cattle,  i.  492- 
Le  Brun,  anecdote  of,  and  pi(^lurc  by,  i.  i^" 
Lecce,  population  and. buildings  of,  ii«  165 


Lecce,  municipal  government  oC  a.  i^^ 
taxation  of,  ii.  166 
agricultural  induftry  of,  ii.  167 
bad  taile  of  the  inhabitants  of,  iL  itf  J^ 

Lf£iijterniumy  what,  ii.  61 

Leda,  fable  of,  ii   228 

Leiffingcn,  remarkable  fituation  of,  u  105 

Lemons,,  vaft,  ii.  106 

Lc  Notre,  mention  of,  i.  209.  ii.  ^50 

Lentini,  a  town,  ii.  319,  320 

Lentifcus,  oil  made  from  the  berry  of  the,  11.  aj.^ 

Lenz,  a  German  poet,  exclamation  of,,  at  feeing; 
the  fall  of  the  Rhine,  i.  52. 

Lenzburg,  a  place,  i.  117 

Leo,  Achradina  taken  by,  ii.  367 

Leonardo,  a  river,  ii.  3 19 

Leonine  verfes,  ii.  114.  230 

Leontium,  an  ancient  city,  ii.  32a 

taken  by  Marcellus,  ii.  422* 

Lrcprofy  and  cancer,  in  Sicily  and  Ilal^,  ii.  515. 

Leptines,  anecdote  of,  ii.  351 
dethroned,  ii.  369 
the  officer  of  Agathodes,  anecdotes  o^ 

ii.387»5S8 
Leranzo,  an  id  and,  il.  271 
Le(bia  and  her  fparrow,  piCbire  of,  i.  302  . 
Les  Quatres  bonnes  Fllles,  four  towns  fo  called,  i- 

Leffingthe  poet,  retnark  on,  i.  410 
of,  ii.  594 
Letter,  by  Raphael,  i.  447 

treacherous,  of  Dionyiius  the  younger,  ii.. 

357 
Letters,  arrangement  of  by  the  Sicilians,  ii.  1791- 
Libraiy  and  pi6hires  at  Geneva,,  i.185 

of  La  Superga,  i.  208 

at  Parma,  plundered  by  Don  Carlos»i» 

^H9 

prefent,  at  Parma,  i.  *j9 

at  Bologna,  i.  266 

at  Florence,  i.  285 

at  Sienna,  for  what  remarkable,  i.  2^^ 

at  Girgenti,  ii.  309 
Lichtetillein,  pid^ures  in  the  gidleiy  of  the  Prince 

of,  ii.  608 
Lichtwehr,  a  Grerman  poet,  quoted,  it.  374 
Licorice,  wild,  a  branch  of  trade,,  ii.  181.  ^27^] 
Licofa,  promontory  of,  ii.  114.  j22«  ^26'. 
Light-houfe  of  Meffina,  ii.  218 

houfes  of  Grenoa,  i.  221 
Liguria,  ancient,  extent  of,  i.  21  tf. 
Li  Induftrioli,  a  fociety,  ii.  571 
LUybaum,  hiiiorical  traces,  of,  ii.  274 
Li m mat,  river  of,  i.  54 
Limonella  di  Spagna,  a  fweet  lemon,  iL  224^1 
Lindau,  i.  41.  44 
Lion-heads  at  Venice^  ii.  590. 
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I.ions,  marbfe,  of  the  Balbi  palace,  i.  224 
Lipari  iflands,  ii.  186,  1S7.  392 

plundered  by  Agathoclcs,  ii.  592 
number  of,  ii.  5 1 7 
appearance  of,  ii.  51S 
account  of  the,  by  Diodorus,  ib, 

by  ITiucydides,  ii.  520 
Liris,  an  ancient  river,  i.  465 
Lijffus,  a  river  of  the  ancients,  ii.  .319 
•  LitemuMi  the  ancient  remaind  of,  ii.  38.  40 
Liviner,  valley  of,  i.  96,  97 
Livy,'  k>ft  books  of,  in  part  difcovered,  ii.  251 
chara6ierized,  ii.  25ft 
buft  of,  ii.  579 
*Iizfird  of  Sicily,  ii.  505 

Locarno,  adiftrift,  i.  96  I 

LocattelU>  pictures  by,  i.  445 
Lochmann,  farcaftic  reply  of,  i.  61 
Locks  and  keys  of  the  ancient  and  modern  Ita- 
lians, clumfy,  ii.  62 
Loclc,  village  and  diftri6l  of,  i.  147 

handfome  church  and  bells  of,  ib, 
famous  for  its  mechanics,  i.  148 
extreme  populoufnefs  of,  th» 
Locri,  hiftorical  traces  of  the,  ii.  208 
Lodi,  a  town,  i.  252,  253 
Loggie  de  Rafaello,  i.  44T 
Lombardy,  plains  of,  chara6lerized,  1.  197.  213. 
233.  245 
fertility  of,  i.  243 
Loretto,  population  of,  ii.  563  ♦ 

Lovcj  different  effe6b  of,  in  ditfercnt  countries,  ii. 

260 
Lowoiitz,  a  place,  lii  €11 
Lucerne^  climate  of,  i.  81 

handfome  people  of,  ih,    ' 
charmingly  Situated,  i.  82 
too  long  faithful  to  Auftria,  i.  84 
conftitution  of,  i.  99 
happinefs  of,  i.  100 
Luchcfe,  Count,  mentioned,  ii.  309 
Lucretius,  quotation  from,  i.  320 
Lucullus,  garden  of,  i.  479 

country  houfe  of,  i.  484.  496 
celebrated  hall  of,  ii.  13 
works  by,  ii.  33 
Liicumo  of  the  Tyrrhcni,  what,  i.  277 
Lugano,  adiftri6t,  i.  96 
Luino,  Bernardino,  pi£hirefl  by,  i.  249 
Luke,  St.  fuppofed  pi6ture  by,  i.  272 
Lutatius  the  conful,  vidlory  of,  ii.  407 
Lutfchina,  white  and  black  ftreams  fo  called,  i. 
III.  T13 
^ley  of,  i.  Ill 
Luxury  of  the  Romans,.  1.321 
Lycifcus,  intemperance  and  death  of,  ii.  385 
Lyfis^  the  inflru£tor  of  Epaminondas^  ii.  137 


M 


MACHIAVEL,  an  excellent  hiftorian,  i.  27S 

monument  of,  i.  284 
Machines,  prodigious,  of  Archimedes,  ii.  426 
Mad-houfe  at  Vienna,  ii.  607 
Madonia,  a  mountain,  ii.  237,  238 
Madonna  ridiculoufly  disfigured,  i.  236 
della  Scala,  image  of,  ii.  134 
Maecenas  charafterized,  ii.  81 

villa  of,  ii.  548 
Magdalena,  a  river,  ii.  15 
Magna  Grecia,  ancient  charafteriftics  of,  ii.  184 
Magnitude  how  different  from  the  fublime,  i.  i 
Mago,  a  Carthaginian  commander,  ii.  349.  351 

the  dead  body  of,  crucified,  ii.  368 
Mail,  coats  of,  for  the  Gcnoefe  women,  i.  228 
Malta,  Grand  Matter  of,  anecdote  of  a,  ii.  2ji 
Mamercns  the  tyrant,  death  of,  ii.  370 
Mamertini,  treachery  of  the,  ii.  393.  ^^6,  397 
Mammelucks  at  Geneva,  i.  168 
Man,  prodigious  works  of,  ii.  54 

a  woman,  mule,  and  the  ground,  thrown 
over  a  river,  ii.   189 
Manduria^  hiftorical  traces  of,  ii.  159 
Manfredonia,  bay  of,  ii.   12 j 
Manglard,  Adrian,  piftures  by,  i.  444 
Manlius,  M.  courage  and  ambition  of,  i.  338 

and  the  Gaul,  i.  386    . 
Manna  of  Sicily,  ii.  235 
Manners,  not  laws,  govern  nations,  i.  126 

purity  of,  at  Geneva,  i.  168 
Manufa6lure,  remarkable,  at  Taranto,  ii.  13 1 
Manure  preferved  at  Naples,  ii.  72 
Manufcripts,  remarkable,  at  Turin,  i.  212 
at  Milan,  i.  249 
ancient,  found  at  Pompeii,  ii.  64 
preparing  foj*  the  prefs,  ii.  65 
Arabic,  valuable,   difcovery   of,   ii. 
250,  251 
Map,  ancient,  by  Vofs,  i.  470.  501 
Mappa,  the  fignal  of,  i.  ^^6 
Maratti,  Carlo,  i.  447 
Marble,  black  African,  where  dug,  i.  3 1 1 
of  Pentelicus,  i.  37j 
variegated  African,  i.  375 
of  Lumacello,  i.  406 
of  giallo  antico,  i.  418 
of  verdc  antico,  ii.  127 
of  Mount  Taurus,  ii.  492 
Marca  d'Ancona,  the  province  of,  ii.  ^65 

di  Trevifo,  a  province,  ii.  602 
Marcellus,  theatre  of,  i.  329 

ferved  as  a  fortrefs,  ib. 
hiftorical  traces  of,  i.  397 
policy  of,  ii.  79 
characterized,  ii.  80 
4  M  2  Maitellufl, 


6i6 


INDEX. 


Marcellus,  Leontium  taken  bf,  li.  422 

refiedlions  of,  at  the  ftorming  of  Syra- 

cufe,  ii.  429 
patriotic  moderation  of,  ii.  433 

Mare  Piccolo,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  139, 140, 
141,  142.  144.  147 

Marecchia,  a  river,  the  ancient  Ariminus,  ii.  568 

Marforio,  coloffal  ftatue  of,  i.  368 

Marine  of  Venice,  ii.  597 

Maritimo,  an  ifland,  ii.  271 

Marius  and  the  foldier,  anecdote  of,  L  46^ 

Mark,  Saint,  place  of,  at  Venice,  ii.  591 

Market  of  Pifa,  i.  293 

Markfmen,  excellent,  of  Bohemia,  ii.  610 

Marriage  of  the  Doge  and  the  Adriatic,  ii.  j8S. 
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Marriages  of  Dionyfius,  ii.  341 
Marfalla,  antiquity  and  population  of,  ii.  274 
Marfh  of  Pomptinae,  i.  403.  452.  ii.  11.  jjS 
draining  of  the,  i.  452,  453 

Minturnae,  i.  465 

Liturnum,  ii.  39 

Gonu/a,  the  ancient  Jalici,  anecdote  con- 
cerning, ii.  2S3 
Marflies  frequented  by  buffaloes,  ii.  121 
Marfigli,  anecdote  of,  i.  266 

where  buried,  i.  271 
Mafafra,  a  town,  ii.  134 
Mafaniello,  where  put  to  death,  ii.  15 
Mafcaluccia,  a  village,  ii.  474 
Mafficui,  a  hill,  i.  466 
Mais  celebrated  by  the  Pope,  i.  300 
Mafla,  promontory  or  belfry  of,  ii.  103 

town  of,  ib. 
Matthias  von  Biirlen,  anecdote  of,  i.  67 
Mazzannunciata,  a  village,  ii.  474 
Mazzara,  a  town,  ii.  275 

Valdi,  ii.  277 
Meafures  and  weights  of  Sicily,  ii.  500.  506.  508. 

Mechanics  work  in  the  ftreets,  ii.  514 
Medici,  family  of,  i.  278 
Meditations  among  the  Alps,  i.  195 
Mediterranean  at  Genoa,  i.  221 
Megacles,  the  affociate  of  Dion,  ii.  357 
Megara  and  Syracufe,  war  between,  ii.  329 
Meillerie,  village  and  rocks  of,  i.  15  j,  156 
Meinau,  ifland  of,  i.  48 

Melchtahl,  Arnold  von,  characterised,  i.  87.  99 
Melcager,  llory  of,  in  baffo  relievo,  i.  408 
Mclibokus,  mountain  of,  i.  25 
Melon,  hiflorical  anecdote  of,  i.  471 
Melons,  water,  near  Naples,  ii.  39 
numerous  in  Sicily,  ii.  496 
Melpomene,  coloffal  ftatue  of,  i.  436 
Menandcr,  mention  of,  i.  436 
ftatue  o£  ih. 


Mcndris,  a  dlftrift,  i.  96 
Menclaus,  an  ancient  ftatuary,  i.  337 
Menenius,  fable  of,  i.  387 
Mengs,  paintings  by,  i.  382.  413 
Menon,  the  murderer  of  Agathoclcs,  ii.  392,  393 
Mentz,  city  of,  i.  21 

Mercenary  foldiers,  refle6lions  on,  i.  162 
Mercury,  ffatue  of  a  young,  i.  437 
beautiful,  ii.  7 
Mericus,  treachery  of,  at  the  liege  of  Syracufe,  ii» 

Meridian  line,  tradition  concerning,  ii.  440 
Meffapusand  Meflapia,  ii.  135,  136 
Meffenger  of  Dionyfius,  anecdote  of,  ii.  356 

Leontium,  lie  propagated  by,  ii.  ^2% 
Mefiina,  hiflorical  traces  of,  ii.  218 

bay  of,  fickle-formed,  ii.  218.223 
fiege  of,  ii.  221 

by  Himilco,  ii.  349 
trade  of,  ii.  214 
population  of,  ib. 
air  of,  healthy,  ii.  225 
Meflre,  population  of,  ii.  602 
Meta  fudans,  what,  i.  323 
Metaphors,  national,  remark  on,  ii.  ^^^ 
Metaro,  a  river,  the  ancient  Metaurust  ii.  567 
Metaflafio,  buft  of,  in  the  Pantheon,  i.  427 
Mctauro,  a  river,  ii.  190 
Metella,  Caecilia,  fepulchre  of,  i*  3^1 
Metman,  town  of,  i.  12 
Meynthal,  a  diflri^,  i.  96 
Meyringen,  a  place,  i.  105^  107 
Michael   Count  of  Grruyeres,  anecdote  of,  i.  122 
St.  monaflery  of^  i.  196 

church  of,  at  Pavia,  i.  243,  244 
Michele  in  Bofco,  S.  monaflery  of,  i.  271 
Micyllus,  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii.  328 
Milan,  hiflorical  fketch  of,  i.  246 
population  of,  i.  247 
antiquities  of,  by  whom  deHroyed,  u  248^ 
library  of,  i.  248 

plaifler  cafls  in,  i.  249 
province  of,  chara6terized,  i.  252 
Milazzo>  a  place,  ii.  228 

the  ancient  Mjyia,  a  territory,  ii.  397^ 
400 
Mile- done,  Roman,  ii.  125 
Mileto,  a  town,  ii.  188 
Milk,  fcarcity  of,  in  Italy,  i.  297 

of  the  Italian  goat,  pleai'ant,  ii.  118 

buffalo  cow,  ex^celleat,ii.  I2x 
Miller,  a  German  poet,  i.  39 
Mills  for  the  hand,  ancient,  ii.  60 
Milo,  the  leader  of  the  Crotonians^  iL  l*j6^ 
Milton,  quoted,  i.  8 
Minerad  waters  of  £ms,.  i.  20 

Schwalbadv  and  Wifbaden,i.2  z 
Minfis. 
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Mines,  gold  and  filver,  of  Sicilj,  ti.  494 

Minoc,  a  town,  ii.  318 

Mino«,  hiftorical  conjefturcs  conceming,  ii.  289 

Minturruf,  ruins  of,  i.  465 

people  of,  treatment  of  Marius,  i.  466 
Mirmillones,  what,  i.  314 
Milcno,  Monte,  or  il  Capo,  ii.  36 
Mifenum,  vifit  to  the  promontory  of,  ii,  sSt  34 

remains  of  the  town  of,  ii.  34 
Miftake,  mutual  maffacrc  committed  by,  ii.  388 
Modane,  village  of,  i.  191 
Model  of  Switzerland,  remarkable,  i.  84 
Modena^  duchy  of,  i.  261 

city  of,  ib. 

population  of,  ii, 
Mola  di  Gaeta,  a  place,  i.  460,  461 

antiquarian  conjectures  concerning,  i.  461. 

470 
a  town  of  Monte  Toro,  ii.  490 

Molfetta,  a  town,  ii.  129 

population  of,  ii.  130 

Molo  of  Catania,  ii.  472 

Ancona,  ii.  566 

MonaHexy,  Carthufian,  near  Pavia,  i.  244 

church  of,  i.  245 

Capuchin,  in  the  valley  of  Sorento, 

ii.  105 

of  San  Nicola.0,  at  Mount  .£tna^  ii. 

4<53-473-482 
Benedictine,  at  Catania,  ii.  ^66 
on  Monte  Toro,  ii.  493 
Mondrone,  town  of,  ii.  132 
Monk,  anecdote  of  a,  i.  21 

ignorance  of  a,  i.  45 

a  cliff  fo  called,  i.  112 

on  Mount  £pomeus,  anecdote  of,  ii.  90 

whimfical  confcientioufhefs  of  a,  ii.  152 
Monkey  and  Ctuack,  i.  212 
Monks,  Francifcan,  hofpitality  of,  i.  4^6 

abftinence  and  fevere  life  of,  ii.  51X 
Mons  Sacer,  for  what  remarkable,  i.  386 
Mondrous  forms,  eifedts  of,  on  children^  ii.  246 
Mont  Blanc,  i.  78.  104.  163,  164 
Monte  Allegro,  a  village,  ii.  286 

Cejefc,  ii.  5/6 

di  mifericordia,  a  hofpital  in  the  ifland  of 

■    Ifchia,  ii.  85 

di  Santo  Nicolo,  or  Epomeo,  ii.  89 

di  Trapani,  ii.  271 

Dragone,  i.  466 

Fufcolo,  a  town,  ii.  1 16 

Gerbino,  a  promontory,  ii.  244 

Guafco,  ii.  j66 

Nuovo,  thrown  up  by  an  earthquake^  i. 
490.  ii.  16 

PellegriiiJ,  ii.  406 

Boflb^  account  of^  ii*  477 


Monte  San  Angelo,  li.  123 

Teftaccio,  derivation  of,  i.  378 
Monteleone,a  town,  ii.  187 
Montereale,  a  town,  ii.  254 
Monti  Grolfi,  account  of,  ii.  473,  474 
Montmelian,  a  place,  i.  189 
Monuments  of  Galileo,  Machiavel  and  Michael 

Angelo,  i.  284 
Moon-light,  a  remarkable  painting  of,  by  Hac- 

kert,  i.  487 
Mora,  game  of,  defcribed,  i.  19& 
effeCb  of,  i.  341 
Moral  fociety,  the,  remarkable  accovmt  of,  i.  75 
Morality,  political,  i.  474 

excellent,  of  Cicero,  ii.  397 
Morals,  more  effeChial  than  arms,  ii.  337 

fuperior  to  laws,  ii.  139 
More,  Jacob,  pictures  by,  and  chara^r  of,  1.387 
Morgarten,  battle  of,  i.  6 J 
Morgenthal,  excellent  inn  at,  i.  103 
Morgenthm,  an  ancient  place,  ii.  396 
Morges,  a  town,  1.  154.  163 
Morghen,  an  engraver,  i.  415 
Moroiini,  Itatues  brought  from  Athens  by^  ii.  597 
Morozzo,  Count,  who,  i.  210 
Morlburg,  1.43,  44 
Mortar,  ancient,  remark  on,  ii.  4^6 
Mofaic  work,  art  of  repairing,  i.  211 

beautiful,  difcover«d  in  Sardinia^  u 

211 
at  Sienna,  i.  294 
at  Rome,  i.  310 
of  the  mufeum  of  the  Capitol,  i.. 

37» 
at  Pompeii,  ii.  48 
in  the  mufeum  of  Portici*  ii.  64 
flooring  in  the  itland  of  Ifchia,  ii.  98 
Mofchusthe  poet,  mention  of,  ii.  326 
Moier  refides  at  Ofnabui'g,  i.  2 
Mofes,  ilatue  of,  i.  307 
Mofs,  white  and  odorouf^  near  Naples,  ii..  7a 
variety  of,  ii.  7 1 
odoriferous,  ii.  164. 
Matya,  the  ancient,  ii.  273 

iiege  of,  ii.  349 
Moudon,  a  town,  i.  154 
Mounier,  anecdote  of,  i.  184 
Mount  Ceni8>  i,  192 

pailage  over,  u  192^  193 

heights  of,  impoifible  to  afcend,  i.. 

dangerous  defcent  of,  i.  19J,  194 
Mountains  of  Tyrol,  i.  44.  86 
of  Valais,  i.  155 
of  Bafilicata,  ii.  147 
Albanian,  ii.  167 

and  rocks,  Acroceiaunian^ii.  167.  i<5^ 
Mountains 
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Mountains  behiivl  MelTina,    called  '  Pehrium,  ii. 
224 
of  Here,  chains  of,  ii.  2ji 
of    iEtna,  thirty-fix  in   number,    ii. 

479 
^I'jhlhcim  on  the  Ruhr,  i.  4 
Mulberry  tree  and  fruit,  i.  195.    197.  20J.  215. 
262.  287.  293.  492.  ii.  73.  91,  186. 
207.  225.  307.  488 
Mules  of  the  vetturini  chara6lerized,  i.  193 
manner  of  (hoeing,  i.  194 

Sicily,  good,  ii.  284.  504 
Mulina  valley,  ii.  536 
MuUer,  the  hillorian,  chara6lerized,  1.53 
Miinfter,  arrival  at,  i.  2 
Miinter,  Mr.  mention  of,  ii.  285 
Murder,  llory  concerning,  i.  198 
Murrha,  vafcs  of,  ii.  468 
Mlirten,  battle  of,  i.  67.  119 
Mufcadel,  a  wine,  ii.  497 
Mufcles,  petrified,  i.  86 

of  the  Lucrine  lake,  li.  12 
Mufeum  at  Florence,  i.  282 

of  the  Capitol,  i.  S35'  3^  to  37* 

Pium  Clementiivum,  beautiful  antiques 
of,  i.  432 

of  the  King  of  Naples,  ii.  7 

royal,  at  Portici,  ii.  39 

of  Prince  Bifoan,ii.  467 

at  Vienna,  ii.  605     • 
Mufic,  poetry,  and  dancing,  union  of,  ii.  100 
Mufirlans,  llrolling,  atTerni,  ii.  558 
Mullins  of  Gallipoli,  ii.  170 
Mutius  Scaevola,  heroifm  of,  i.  373 
Myndirides,  effeminacy  of,  ii.  176 
Myron,  the  cow  of,  i.  434 


N- 


NAME,  the,  infcribed  under  an  alkgorical  figure, 

remark  on,  i.  43 1 
Nancy,  battle  of,  i.  153 
Naples,  the  kingdom  of,  highly  gifted,   i.  474, 

.475 
city  ot,  remarks  on,  474 
population  of,  ii, 
Itreets,  crowds  and  obachca  of,  i. 

477 
archite(::lurc  of,  i.  478 
pavt'inent  of,  ib. 
beauiiful  fituation  of,  i3. 
jioily  Itreets  of,  L  477.  481 
inhabitants  of,  peaceable,  i.  486 
bay  of,  i.  493 
inferigrity  of  the  churches  of,  ii. 


Naples,  dty  of,  anger  of  the  people  of,  againU 
their  Saints,  ii.  5 
the  large  environs  of,  ii.  15 

Nardus,  water  of  the,  ii.  126 

Nami,  the  ancient  Namid,  ii.  558 

Naro,  the  river,  ii.  307 

Naifau,  town  and  calile  of,  i.  20 

Natives  at  Geneva,  what,  i.  174 

Natural  hiilory,  cabinet  of,  at  Bologna,  L  26^ 

Nature,  grand  changes  in,  ii.  42 

Naville,  Mr.  mentioned,  i.  183 

Naumacfata,  i.  392.  ii.  551 

of  Taormina,  ii.  491 

Naxos,  an  ancient  town,  ji.  489 

Neapolis  or  Naples,  antiquity  of,  i.  470 
hiftorical  traces  of,  i.  47 1  to  474 

Neardius,  anecdote  of,  ii.  382 

Neckar,  the  river  of,  i.  38 
wine  of,  ib. 

Necker,  Mr.  account  of,  i.  164.  i84 

Negatives,  the,  what,  1/172 

Negroponte,  an  ifiand,  i.  492 

Nemi,  a  town,  i..  399,  400,  401 

4akeof,  jformerly  a  volcano,  it.  9 

Nemus,  a  grove,  i.  400 

Nepi,  the  ancient  Nepete,  ii.  557 

Nera  or  Negro,  the  ancient  Nar,  a  river,  ii.  538 

Nero,  paffion  of,  for  building,  i.  322 

remarkable  infcription  concerning,  i.  376 
cowardice  and  panic  flight  of,  \h, 
knowledge  of  archite6hire  of,  ib^ 
horror  of,  at  his  death,  i.  377 
golden  palace  of,  i.  417 
deteftable  cruelty  of,  i.  496 
.palace  of,  near  Naples,  ii.  13 
fatirized  in  an  ancient  pifture,  ii.  66 
an  adlor  and  a  charioteer,  ii.  67 

Neufchatel,  principality  and  government'  of,  d«- 
icribed,  i.  144,  145 

Neuhaiis,  a  place,  i.  105.  11  i 
.  Neuwied,  i*  19 

Nicholas  of  Dielbach,  anecdote  of,  i.  118 

Nicias,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  257.  324.  334.  337 

Nick -names  of  painters,  i.  30^^ 

not  difgracefui  among  the  ancients,  ih, 

Nicola  Sabbato,  chief  of  the  Lazaroni,  i.  475 

Nicolaus,  wife  counfel  of,  ii.  337 


Nicolofi,  a  viHage,  ii.  474 
""  of,  ii.  346 

Nidau,  aplace,  i.  X17 


,  Nicotetes,  anecdote  < 


Niefenberg,  mountain  of,  i.  104 

Nightingales  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  91.  ro8.  118. 

230.  277.  494 
Nile,  fbtue  of  the,  i.  434 
Niobe,  itatue  of,  at  Florence,  1.  280 

characterized,  and  conjectures  con* 
^ceming,  i.  281 

Nifida, 
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Nifiila,  ifland  of,  charafterized,  ii.  j6 

Nobility  of  Genoa,  public  fpirit  of,  i.  2ig. 
power  of  the,  at  Milan,  i.  2^3 
Roman,  characterized,  i.  340.  34a' 
orders  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  510 
of  Venice,  reftrain*s  of  the,  ii.  595, 

Nobles,  the,  traders  in  Sicily,  ii.  509 

Noc.era  di  i  Pagan i,  a  town,  ii.  109. 
a  place,  ii.  535. 

Noffels,  battle  of,  i.  67 

Nola,  conje6lures  concerning,  ii.  2 

and  the  neighbouring  couiitTy  chara^keiized, 

ii.  77 
hiftoriral  traces  of,  ii.  78,  79 
Grecian  vales  of,  ib. 

Noller,  Martin,  a  German  painter,  i.  350 

Nonenweilh,  cloiller  of,  i.  17 

Noralefe,  town  of,  i.  194 

Normans,  introdudtion  of,  into  Italy,  i.  472 
particulars  concerning,  il.  214.  221 

North-wind  hot  at  Taranto,  ii.  143 

Notte,  Gcrardo  della,  piftures  by,  ii.  565 

Novi,  a  town,  i.  214.  238 

Numa,  houfe  of,  i .  347 

and  1  geria,  i.  358 

Numltor,  mention  of,  i.  398 

Nuns,  Dominican,  at  Bologna,  i.  273 

Nyon,  a  town,  i.  154 


O. 


OAK  near  Ofnaburg,  i.  2 

foreft  of,  on  Mount  iEtna,  ii.  474 
Oaks,  the  five,  account  of,  i.  3  7 

waihed  from  the  mountaine,  i.  107 
Oaths  at  the  tt  niplc  of  the  Palici,  ii.  318- 
Oats,  fc\v,  in  bioilv,  ii.  502 
Obeliil^,  whimfical,  i.  154 

of  the  Porta  del  Popolo,  i.  299 

Egyptian,  i.  366 

of  Conllantine,  i.  418 

facing  the  I/ateran,  ir  422- 

on  ;he  Monte  Citorio,  ib. 

facing  St.  Peter's,  i.  423 

on  the  Piazza  del  Popolo,  ib,- 
Obeliiks,  number  df.  at  Rome,  i.  423 
Ob«';  vvald  in  Switzerland,  i.  87 
Obiienity  of  the  ancietii«,ii.  50.  61 
Obferv^tury  of  the  academy  at  Turin,  i.  210 

at  Pit  a,  i.  291 
Ocean  of  Homer,  what,  i.  499.  ii.  j5 
Oc^     'liu^,  ihe  Conful,  fent  to  Sicily,  ii.  398 
Odtu/n,  conjectures  coneeming  the  meaning  of 
the  K-rm,  ii.45 

what,  il.-464 
Ofanto^.a  rivcx,  ii.  12^, 


Ogygia,  uncertain  iituation  of,  i.  503, 
Oil  of  Venafrum,  ii.  155 
Brindifi,  ii.  165 
Pantellaria,  peculiar,  ii.  275 
trade  of  GrallipoU,  ii.  ijp 
kept  in  rocks,  ib. 
Oligarchy,  ancient  (ignification  of,  i.  177 
Oliveri,  river  of,  ii.  228 

the  Helicon  of  the  Greeks,  ii.  229^. 

Olives,  i.  287.  293.  296.  459.  ii.  •j6.  132.  159. 

165.  168.   171.  188.  236.  257.  292, 

307-  55^ 
cuftom  of  beating  the,  ii.  501 
Olympion,  a  village,  li.  425 
Omphace,  an  ancient  place,  ii.  290. 300^ 
Otio' aJuSy  an  ancient  river,  ii.  490 
Onyx,  beautiful  cup  of,  ii.  3 
Ojihellas  invited  by  Agathocles,  ii.  384 

received  with  friendlhip,  ii.  385 

treacheroufly  murdered,  ib, 
Oppido,efFeds  of  the  earthquake  of  1783  at,ii.  189' 
twelve  thoufand  inhabitants  of,  perifhed 

by  the  earthquake,  ii.  191 
Oracle,  anfwera  of,  i.  395.  ii.  136.  328 
Orange  and  lemon  trees  and  fruit,  remarks  on,- 

through  Italy  and  Sicily,  i.    222.  307. > 

45<5,  457-  459-  "•  <^8.  73.  106.  144^ 

206.  257.  275.  524 
trees  among  ruins,  ii.  13 
Orell,  a  high  bailiff,  i.  64.  68 
Oria,  hiilorical  traces  of,  ii.  160 

bifhop  of,  a  dilettante,  ii.   161 
Orlzontc,  the  bye-name  of  Van  Blumen,  i.  415- 
Orlando,  promontory  of,  ii.  230 

the  knight,  anecdote  of,  ib. 
Orleans,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  ii.  ^6^ 
Orologio,  buft  of,  ii.  579 
Orphan  houfe  of  Berne,  i.  138 
Ortygia  fortified  by  Dionyfius,  ii.  345 

doubts  concerning,  ii-457 
Ofnabiirg,  arrival  at,  i.  2 
Of.  codes ^  horrible  anecdote  concerning,  ii.  258- 
dllracifm,  what,i.  131.  ii.  332.  585 
Otranto,  hiilorical  traces  of,  ii.  168 

population  of,  ib, 
Otricoli,  the  ancient  Ocriculumy  ii.  558 
Ovid,  quotations  from,  i.  358.   400,  401,  408, 

409.  429.  481.  ii.  106.  113.  465. 
Owls,  ftratagem  of,  ii.  381 
Ox- Hies  of  Sicily,  ii.  50*5 
Oyfters  of  Taranto  excellent,  ii.  141- 


■PADUA,  hiftorical  traces  of, ii.  577 

univerfity  of,  ii.  579 
I  Padu0>  Roman  name  of  the  Po,  i.  299 
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Pajiam,  grand  remains  of,  ii.  109 

rofy  gardens  of,  ii.  1 13 
Paetus  and  Arria,  llatues  of,  i.  327 
Paint,  ancient,  for  the  face,  ii.  63 
Painters,  young,  the  works  of,  depreciated,  1*305, 

306 
Painting,  reflecflions  on,  i.  267,  268 
Florentine  fchool  of,  i.  280 
Venetian  fchool  of,  ii.  600 
Paintings  brought  by  Pericles  to  Athens,  i.  303 
Sylla  to  Rome,  ib. 
in  the  villa  Albani,  i.  382,  383 
ancient,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  48.  52 

in  the  mufeum  atPortici,ii.6i, 

at  Agrigentum,  ii,  298 
Palace  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  i.  203 
Prince  Carignan,  ib. 

Potemkin,  i.  226 
at  Copenhagen,  i.  226 
of  the  Doge  at  Genoa,  i,  227 
of  Marcellino  Durazzo  at  Genoa>  i.  229 
of  Marcello  Durazzo,  i.  230 
golden,  of  Nero,  i.  322.  417 
derivation  of  the  word,  i.  417 
of  Capo  di  Monte  at  Naples,  ii«  i 
of  Donna  Anna  Caraffa,  ii.  69 
of  Prince  Palagonia,  ii.  245 
grand,  bulk  by  Van  Vitelli,  ii.  537 
Palaces,  magnificence  of  the,  atGrenoa,  i.  226 

of  the  Romans,  uncommon  grandeur  of, 

i.  3^0,  311.  406 
the  twelve  great,  of  Tiberius,  ii.  97 
Palrpolht  an  ancient  city,  i.  471 
Palagonia,  a  town,  ii.  319 
Palatine  hill,  antiquities  of,  i.  416,  417 
Palazzo  Pitli,  pictures  at,  i.  282 
garden  of,  i.  284 
Altoviii  at  Florence,  effigies  of  famous 

men  at,  i.  286 
Riccardi,  pi6lure8  of,  at  Florence,  i.  285 
Rondanini,  antiquities  of,  i.  383 
Gi\»tVmiani,  antiquities  of,  i.  384,  385 
Colonna   at  Rome,   magnificence   of,  1. 

3T0 
Korghcfc,  pi6lure  galleries  of,  i.  443 
Farnefma,  pictures  in,  i.  446 

€higi,ii.  54^ 

pidturcs  in  the,  ih. 

Dona,  pictures  in,  ii.  542 

degli  Apoltoli  at  Loretto,  ii*  5^4 

Palermo,  fituation  of,  ii.  247. 

haven  of,  i^. 

regular  plan  of,  ii«  248 

population  of,  ib. 

government  of,  ii.  249 

inkenie  b^t  of  the  bcirocco  atj  ii.  249 


Palermo,  academy  and  library  of,  ii.  253 
Paleftrina,  a  place,  i.  403 
PaVtci,  an  ancient  town,  ii.  318,  319 
Palinurus,  talc  and  cape  of,  ii.  522 
Pallazata,  celebrated,  at  Medina,  ii.  206.  223 
Palm-tree  chara6ierized,  ii.  206.  274 

extreme  age  of  a,  ii.  207 
Palma,  Old,  pi6lures  by,  i.  443 
a  handfome  town,  ii.311 
population  of,  ii.  3 12 
Panaro,  river  of,  i.  262 
Panders,  famous  copy  of,  i.  285 
Pantaleone,  an  idand,  ii.  273 
Pantellaria,  an  ifland,  ii.  275 

inhabitants  of,  characterized,  ii.  275 
population  of,  ii.  276 
Pantheon  deicribed,  i.  424 

dedicated  to  Jupiter  the  Avenger,  ib. 
defpoiled  by  Conllans  the  Second,  i.  425 
hidorical  and  architedtural  remarks  on 

the,  by  Mr.  Hirt,  i.  426 
conje6ture5  concerning,  ib. 
by  whom  converted  into  a  church,  i^. 
the  burial-place  of  Raphael  and  Annibal 

Caracci,  i.  427 
fuperiority  of  the,  to  St.  Peter's,  ib. 
PapjTus,  paper  made  from  the,  ii.  447 
Paracidas,  a  Spartan,  a  favourer  of  ^nranny,  ii, 

349 
Parade  at  Naples,  ii.  6^ 
Paris,  ilatue  of,  i.  436 
Parliaments  of  Sicily,  ii.  509 

rights  of  the,  11.  ^  1 1 
Parma,  city  and  duchy  of,  charaderized,  i,  2j6 
river  of,  i,  257 
population  of,  i.  2j8 
Parrots,  aftcdlionate,  ii.  607 
Parfley,  garlands  of,  ii.  277. 370 

in  the  Val  di  Mazzara,  ii.  277.  285 
Fartanna,  a  town,  ii.  276 
Parties  and  faftions  at  Greneva,  i.  168.  172,  173, 

174.  176 
Partridges,  white,  ii.  312 
Paiiphilus,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  391,  392 
Pattures  of  Sicily,  how  managed,  ib. 
Patria,  a  place,  ii.  39 
Lagodi,  ib. 
Pavement  for  foot  paflengers,  ancient,  iL  20 
Pavia,  fome  account  of,  i.  239 
population  of,  ib, 

univcrfity  of,  founded  by  Charlemagne,  ib. 
divines  of,  chara6teri2^,  ib. 
learning  and  fciences  of,  i. 

240 
learned,  men  of,  ib. 
colleges  of,  i.  241 
drefs  of  coilegiaiu  at,  ii. 

Pavia, 
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Pavia,  rercnnc  of  the  umYerfity  of,  i.  241 
Paul^  St.  grand  church  of,  at  Rome,  i.  374 
bronze  gates  of,  i.  375 
bnri^  at  Rome,  ib, 
anecdote  of,  ii.  305 
where  met,  ii.  449 
Paulihus,  St.  biihop  of  Nola,  error  concerning, 
ii.  81  i 

Paulus  .^Eifnilius  chara6ierized,  ii.  80  . 
death  of,  ii.  X28 

?aiif2tniaB  oenfurcd,  ii.  295  v 

ays  de  Vaud,  difturbance  ieared  at,  i.  160 

fubje6ted  by  Benie,  i.  161*  170 
Peace,  temple  of,  i.  ^  24         ^ 
Peaiantry  of  Milan  charaderized,  i.  2  j2 
Peafants  of  San  i^iuliaxio,  cullom  of,  ii.  270 
PebUes,  poliihed,  4n  the  iiland  of  Capri,  ii.  96 
!]^ellegrino,  a  mountain,  ii.  ^49 
Pel$ras,  an  ancient  promontory,  ii.  202.  2j  i 
Pempelfort,  i.  ^.  13 
Pei^,,  ancient^  11.  ^2 
Pepoli  Taddeo,  where  buried^  i.  271 
Peu-icles,  eloquence  of,  ii.  321.  585 
Periiecution,  fpirit  of,  ii.  80 
Perfpedlive,  ancient,  remarks  concerning,  ii.  49.  66 

aerial,  enchanting,  of  Italy,  ii.  92 
Perugino,  an  architect,  i.  228 

pi6tured  by,  i.  24 j.  271.  443 
Pcfaro,  the  ancient  Pifaurunh  ii.  J67 

papulation  of,  ii.  568 
Pefce  di  fpada,  orfword-fiffi,  defcribed,  ii.  201 
Pa^aliCXR&ii  icn  author  X)i  ^iiricb,  chax)a^erized,  i. 

Petalifm  at  Syracufe,  what,  i«  131.  ii.  33s 
Peter  o£  Arragon,  mention  of,  ii.»2i7.  ^^^*-^^7 
Peter*8  ifland,  anecdote  of,  i.  142, 7^43 

St.  church  of,  towering  magniEcence  of, 
i.  298 
lenfations,  when  contemplat* 

ing,  i.  300 
reflexions  on  its  archite6ture, 

i.  30Q>  301 
Petrarch,  anecdotes  concerning,  i.  544. 480.  ii.  580 
Petrol  exuded,  i.  279 
Pezzo,  a  cape  of  Calabria,  ii.  203 
Pfenningei*;  ^be  Rev<  Mr*  fQme  acc^uptof,  i.  5j 
Pforzh^m,  ii  34 .  ,  .     . 

Pfyfier,  General,  anecdotes  concerning,  i.  78.84, 

85,86 
Phaeton,  fall  o(  in  ^the  Po,  i.  2^9 
Phalanthus,  the  Spartan  csolonid:,  anecdote  of,  ii. 

Phalaris  the  tyrant,  hidorical  traoee  of,  ii.  291, 

3^.30^,320.390 
Pharax  or  Pharacidas,  mentieo  «f>.ii.  361 
Phamabazus,  mention  of,  ii.  3^ 
Pheafants  in  the  iiland  of  Proci^Ji^S^ 
Yot.  il. 


PfaeroB  or  Pharaoh,  conje&uxes  concerning,  u  422, 

Phetontes,  who,  i.  199 

Phidias,  datueby,  i.430 

Philiilis,  anciently  a  queen  in  Sicily,  ii.  328 

Phili&i8,  the  friend  of  Diohyfius,  anecdote  of,  iL 

34I-.  351 
fa^ng  of,  ii.  34^ 
recalled  from  baaifhment,  ii.  3*^3 
Philodemus,  a  commander  in  Syracufe, .  ii.  430 
Philomenes  the  Tarentine,  anecdote  of,  ii.  138 
PbiloTopher  and  fage  compared,  i.  52 
Philoxencs  the  poet,  anecdote  of,  ii.  351 
Unntia,  an- ancient  town,  ii.  313 
Phintias  the  tyrant,  ib. 
Phocbns,  aofoual  fitatue  of^  ^\3^3 
Phoenicians,  fettlement  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  213 
Phyficians  of  Salerno,  (lory  concerning,  ii.  14 
Pbyfiognomy,  national,  of  the  Jews,  ii.  366 
Piano  di  Brolo,  a  beautiful  valley,  ii.  230 
poetical  charms  of,  ii.  231 
Sorento  defcribcd,  ii.  523 

inhabitants  of,  chara£lerized,  \u 

fruits  of,  ih. 
Piazza,  Father,  an  aflronomer,  ii.  2^3 
]^i6lure,  in  the  church  of  Carignan,  &111011S  by 
D.  Piola,  i,  229 
in  the  Ranuzzi  palace,  i.  271 
of  the  Day  of  Judgment,  by  Michael 

Angelo,  i.  439 
in  a  chapel  at  Ifchla,  ii.  88 
Pidures  at  Diiilddorf,  i.  5 
at  Turin,  i.  201 

of  the  Brignole palace  at  Genoa,  i.  226 
churc^i  ot  St.  Ambrofe  at  Genoa, 

i.  227 
palace  of  Durazzo at  Genoa,  i.  229 
Marcello  Diurazzo  palace,  i.  230 
palace  of  Francefco  Balbi,  i.  23  z 
in  St.  Stephen's  church  at  Genoa,  i.  232 
the  Giacomo  Balbi  palace,  at  Genoa, 

church  of  Santa  Maria  delle  Graste^ 

in  Milan,  i.  248 
the  library  at  Milan,  i.  249 
at  Ssmta  Maria  del  Celib,  i,  250 
at  Parma,  i.  258 

plunder  of,  by  Dpn  Carlos,  i^  258,  259 
at  Bologna,  i.  266 

in  the  Sampieri  palace  at  Bologna,  i.  269 
church  of  Saint  Dominic,  at  Bo* 
logna,  i.  270 
Gli  Mendicanti,  atBo- 

lo^a.  i.  272 
Gefd  e  A^Iaria,  at  60- 
logTka,  i,  272 
4  N  Piftures, 
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«Pi£hires  xn  the  church  of  St.  Michclc  in  bofco, 
i.  272. 
of  the  palazzo  GHuftiniani,  '^-3^4 
villa  Borghcfe,  i.  412 
palazzo  Colonna,  i.  430 
Muieum  Piiim  Ciementinuni,  i. 

438 
chapel  of  Pope  SixtUB  IV.  i.  439. 
441 
art  the  royal  palace  of  Capo  di  Monte> 

ii.  I 
in  the  church  San  Domenico  Magg^ore> 
at  Naples^  ii.  4 

of  St.  Januariiu,  at  Na- 
ples, ii.  5 
hiilorical,  of  the  andents,  beautiful,  ii. 

66,  6y 
at  Loretto,  ii.  564 

in  the  Imperial  galleiy  near  Vienna,  ii. 
608 
Lichtendein  gallery,  ii. 
Picdmontefe,  propenfities  of  the,  i.  198 
Pier  or  molo  at  Ancona,  ii.  ^66 

magnificent,  at  Venice,  ii.  599 
Pigeons,  birds  of  paflage,  ii.  270 

iingular  mode  of  catching,  ii.  535 
Tigs,  Guinea  or  fea,  conje6hires  concerning,  ii. 

61 
PikeftaTes  for  climbing  mountains,  i.  103.  107 
Pilato,  palazzo  di,  anecdote  of,  i.  345 
Pilatu  mountain,  i.  78.  80.  85,  86,  87,  88,  89. 

102 
Pillar  of  Trajan,  i.  427 

numerous  figures  upon,  i.  428 
M.  A.  Antoninus,  i.  428 

critical  remark  on^  i. 
429 
Antoninus  Pins,  i.  429 
flane^  fpiraT,  of  Mount  iEtna,  ii.  475 
Pillars   perforated  by  an  infe6l»  ii.  14 
at- the  haven  of  Brindiii,  ii.  16 j 
Doric,  in  a  houfe  at  Syracufe,  ii.  448 
uieful,  found  at  Herculaneum,  ii.  60 
Pilot  of  Hannibal,  tale  concerning,  ii.  205 
Pindar,  quotations  from,  it.  54.  209.  301.  3.08 

436.  438 
Pine  trees  of  the  Piano  £  Sorento,  it.  ^^4 
Pinna,  a  remarkable  (hell-filh,  ii.  151 
Pihnarius,  war-Knriidtf  of,  at  £nna,  ii.  427 
Pinturiccfaio,  piftures  by,  i.  295 
Piola,  Dominico,  pi^res  by,.  L  226.  2^ 
Piraneft,  flatue  of,  r.  3  74 
Pirates,  continual  dread  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  21J.  258 

267.  275.  a86*  So^ 
Pirmacenx,  i.  25 
Pifa,  eariy  origin  of,  r.  287 

mild  air  ofj  i.  287.  28g^  . 

1  I 


Pifa,  antiquity  of,  i.  288.292 
Pifciarelli,  gli,  or  boiling  iprings,  ii.  30 
Pi/cina,  what,  i.  421 

mirabiUs,  a  remarkable  yanlt,  i.  504 

conje6lure  concerning,  ii.  49? 
Place  of  the  Porta  del  popolo,  beautiful,  i.  298 
Placenza,  city  of,  i.  253,  254 
Plague  at  Naples,  ii.  57 

and  fmall  pox,  at  Meffina,  ii.  222 

at  Agrigentum,  ii.  295 

in  the  camp  of  the  Carthag^ians,  11.  349 
Plains,  burning,  ii.  10 
Plainer,  ancient,  ii.  45 
Plants  and  trees,  i.  43.  108.  109.  205.  288.  290^ 

397-  350.  39S'  457.  45^- 
460.   464,  465.  479.  492.  if. 

3«-  34»  3S'  39'  41  •43- 53- 
68.  72.  76.  86.  91.  g6.  104* 
loS.  no.  115,  fi5. 128.  ijo> 
131.  134. 143, 144. 147. 180. 
186. 194.  225. 227,  228. 23a. 
^33' '^36'  337.  244.  255. 275-. 
277.281.  284,  285. 307-  311- 

4^5-47i-5»4-5a<J-53<5.55a* 
<8o.  606 
Planting  of  wheat,  ii.  130 
Platani,  the  river  HaJycus  of  the  ancients,  ii.  28^ 
Plato,  fuppofed  head  of,  i.  435 

particulars  concerning,  ii.  325 

at  Syracufe,  the  firft  time,  ii.  352 

fold  as  a  flave,  ih^ 

honoured,  yet  feared,  by    Dionyilns  the 
younger,  ii.  3^ 

and  Dion  at  Athens^  ib. 

return  of,  to  Dionyfiui  the  younger,  ii.  354 

demanded  by  Archytas,  ii.  355 

advice  of,  to  Dion,  ii.  36i> 
Plautus,  quotation  fiom,  ii.  595, 
Ffiny,  the  death  of,  ii.  20.  25 
Po„  rivet  of,  i.  193.  199,  2«>.  204.  259.  ii.  2381 

dianiAerized,  ].  200 
Poachers,  numerous  in  Bohemia,  ii.  6xa 
Pbdefb,  what,  i.  217*  247 
Podium,  what,  ii.  492 
Poems,  i.  41.  389.  442; 
Poet,  Dionysus  ambitious  of  being  a,  ik  350^ 
Poetry,  mufic  and  dancing,  union  of,  ii.  100 
Pole,  foaped,  humorous-  feats  at  a,  ii.  149,  150' 
Poll,  Signor,  biftoiy  of  ihell-iifh  by,  ii.  7a 
Policletus,  an  ancient  fculptor,  ii-.  6 
Pollenz,  adiilri6t>  i.  96- 

Pollio,  Don  Carlo,  particvlan  ooiiceming,'ii.  i(J5; 
Polyoeiius,  wife  advice  of,  ii.  416 
Polyphemus,  courtiliip  of>  ii^  471.  476. 
Polyxenus,  mention  ef,  ii.  34 x» 
Polyzelus,  anecdote  of,  ii.  331 
Pomegranate,  ii.  497 

Pompeii^ 
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Pomf  jij;antiqiiity  of,  ii.  43 

iituation  of,  and  fertility  of  the  country 

round,  ii.  43 
ancient  town  of,  Tifited,  ii'  45*  536 
unequal  terraces  of,  ii.  46 
Pontine  marih,  i-  4 ji*  ii*  53B 
Pouza,  iiland  of,  i.  492  ^ 

Pool,  bubbling  or  fpouting,  ii.  x  19 
Pope  John  XXIII.  i.  46.  1 1 7 
Martin  V.  ib. 
the  reigning,  chara^lenzed,  i.  300. 33^.  342 

prooeifion  of,  1.301 
Paul  HI.  portrait  of,  by  Titian,  ii.  2 
a,  and  a  king,  tranquillity  of,  after  murder, 
ii.  215 
Poplar  tree,  i.  29 

Population  of  Agrigeatum,  ii.  291 
Porcelain  manufactory,  ftatues  at  the,  ii.  7 
Porcelet»,  William  of,  honourable  anecdote  of,  i. 

473 
Porta  delpopolo,  at  Rome,  i.  298 

triumpbal'ts,  what,  i.  354 

JJbitifue,  i.  354 . 

Maggiore  or  Pranefiina,  i.  361 

Cafena,  u  363 

Pia,  I  386 
Portici,  charming  fituation  of,  i;.  x  J 
Portico  of  06tavia,  i.  3*9 

the  Pantheon,  defcribed^  i.  425 
Porto  Grugnoj  avitfage,  i.  256 
Portraita  of  great  men  in  the  libiary  at-Geneva^i. 

Fortugal  watchful  of  pirates,  ii.  J09 
Partus  yuVtusj  an  ancient  haven,  i.  490 
Pofidonia^  ancient  ruins  of,  ii.  i  x  I 

antiquity  of,  ii.  i  x j 
Poiilipo,  the  hillot,  i.  479 

cfaaraAerized,  t.  484.  ii.  33 
wonderful  grotto  of,  i.  480 
volcanic  idibibinGa  of,  ii.  42.  44 
PoU-boys,  Italian,  fome  account  of,  i.  188 
Poft  felucca,  critical  remark  concerning,  ii.  92 
Poft4ioufe8,  want  of,  in  Switzerland,  i.  x  13 

of  Italy,  i.  469.  ii.  603-  610 
Pot^alh,  annual  quantities  of,  in  Sicily,  it.  273 
PouiHn,  Gafpard,  paintings  by,  i,  305.  ii.  542 

N.  piaurcs  by,  ii.  543,  544 
Pozzo  di  Grotto,  a  place,  ii.  228 
Pozzolana  afhes,  excellence  of,  ii.  57 

brought  to  Mount  iEtna,  ii.  472 
Pozzuoli  or  Putcoli,  its  fituation,  derivatioo,  bif- 
torical  traces  and  autiquities^  i.  480. 
489 
Prague^  Jerome  of,  i.  46 

city  of,  ii.  6x  X 
Prangin,  calUeof^  i.  183 


Prato,  the  Italian  name  of  the  trefoil,  ii.  181 
Praxiteles,  ilatue  by,  i.  430 

after,  i.  435 
Precedence  of  Palermo  and  Meiiina  conteiled,ii.  1^6 
Preface,  remarkable,  to  the  code  of  Zaleucus,  ii.  208 
Preiiler,  a  German  engraver,  i.  283 
Preila  Giovanni,  quotations  from,  ii.  60.  17a  . 

a  man  of  literature,  ii.  171 
Prieft,  friendly  chara^er  of  a,  ii.  3 1 7 
remarks  on  the  word,  ii.  jx2 
Princeil^s  of  Syracufe,  death  of,  ii.  418 
Prifoners,  numerous  at  Cotrone,  ii.  1 83 
Procaccino  Giulio  Cefare,  pi^iures  by,  i.  223.  227. 

Z3i 
Proccflion  to  avert  the  lava  of  ^tna,  li.  487 
Procida,  the  iiland  and  town  of,  characterized,  ii. 
82 
John  of,  i.  472.  ii.  $2.  2x6 
Procles,  treachery  of,  ii.  489 
Procuratori  of  Genoa,  what^  i.  218 

Venice,  ii.  591 
Produce  of  the  vine  in  Sicily,  computation  of,  li. 

500 
Prometheus,  fable  concerning,  ii.  309 
Promontories  of  Sicily,  rsmark  on,  ii.  247 
Promontoiy  of  Circe,  i.  403 .  453 

fingalar  appeaiance  of  the, 
i.  483 
Mi£muiii,  li..33, 34 
Prononoi,  a  ftate  paper  at  Geneva,  i.  173 
Pranuiidation,  Gt^k,  remark  on,  ii,  j(02 
Propertius^  the  temple  of  the  Palatine  Apollo  de- 

icribedby,  i.  4x9 
Prolerpine,  fabulous  traces  of,  ii.  X87 
ProQ>eCT,  grand,  from  La  Supezga,  i.  209 
from  the  bridge  at  Genoa,  i.  228 
Durazzo  palace,  i.  230 
fine,  from  the  Aventine  hill,  i.  37^ 
Profpe6b, beautiful,  i.  394.  417.  428.  451.  456. 
4j8.  461.  404.  482.  492.  ii.  X3.  i8. 
34.  40-  ^9-  7^-  86.  89,90,  91.  96. 
X08.  x6x.  x86.  x88.  194.  206.  210. 
223.  225.  229.  236.  250.  257.  484. 
488.  493,  494.  496.  524.  536.  ^61. 

Proflitution  at  the  temple  of  Venus,  ii.  269 
Protellants,  buriaUground  of,  at  Rome,  i.  378 
Proverb,  hofpitable,  of  Switzerland,  i.  183 
Provinces  of^ Sicily,  names  of,  ii.  237 
Prow  of  a  fliip  at  Pompeii,  ii.  52 
Prows,  ftratagcm  of  the,  381 
Prudentius,  a  poet,  mentioned,  i.  317 
Pnrtaneum,  what,  ii.  438 
Piyche,  fable  of,  ii.  326 
Puccini,  Abbate,  chara6terized,  i.  304.  310 
critical  rcnjark  by,  ii.  95 
4  N  2  Pucdni^ 
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Puccini,  Abbatc,  verfcs  W,  i.  415 

an  excellent  connoiflifur,  i.  416 
Puglia,  province  of,  characterized,  ii.  120 

inhabitants  of,  chara6teriicd,  ii.  1 7  j 
Pnlicincllo,  the  Neapolitan,  ii  593 
Ptf/vmjr,  what,  i.  355.  418 
Punic  coins  at  Palermo,  ii.  254 
Pulberg^  a  lofty  mountain,  i.  39 
Puteolanum  of  Cicero,  i.  489 
Pyramid  of  Ceftius,  at  Rome,  i.  377 
Pyrometer  of  Wedgwood,  dcfcribed,  i.  3a 
Pyrrhic  dances,  ii.  102 
Fyrrhus,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  393,  394,395.414 

prcdidtion  of,  at  leaving  Sicily,  ii.  395 
Pyftilua  an  ancient  colonial  leader,  ii.  290 
I^thagoras,  fchool  of  at  Tarentum,  th, 

anecdotes  of,  ii.  175.  181 

an  exciter  to  war,  ii.  1^76 
Pythagoreans  of  Italy,  the  friends  of  Rato,  ii.  137 


Q. 


QUAILS,  howcatched,  ii.  105.  ^^  S^l 

Quarantine,  inconvcnicnec  of,  ii.  168,  aaj,  509 

Quays  at  Pifa,  i.  aga  .   ,  . 

Queen  of  Naples,  and^dptct  concerning,  i.  343 

Quindlilius  Varus*  ifilla  of,  ii.  549 

Quin6tius  CrUjpious,  A  .Iloman.  commander,  ii. 

Quirinal  Mount*  of  M«ite  Catalloj  i.  430 


RABBITS  in  the  ifland  of  Nifida,  ii.  ^6 
Radicofiini,  a  fortified  place,  i.  296 
Ragia,  a  fpccies  of  gum,  ii.  171 
Raibolini,  pictures  by,  i.  444 
Rain,  torrents  of,  in  the  Alps,  i.  r9a 
Kamfden,  Mr.  mention  of^  ii.  a<3 
Rangone,  Marchcfe,  mention  of,  i.  340 

Tafes  poffefled  by,  ii.  a 
Raphael,  piaurcsby,  i.  6.  332.  a5o.  a55.  271. 
283.  430.  43B.  441.  444>  445-  447- 
ii.  I.  544.  56a.  564 
fine  drawings  by,  i.  9 
fchool  of  Athens,  drawing  of  the,  by 

himfelf,  i.  249 
particulars  concerning,  i.  a67.  305.389. 

405-  4ij-  4^(5.  450 
poetical  thoughts  on,  i.  389 
buried  in  the  Pantheon,  i.  390 
letter  written  by,  i.  J^J 
reflexions  on,  i.  450.  11.  608 


Bapperfchweil; 


houfe  inhabited  b^,  ii.  35c 
weil,  bridge  of,  \.  64.  So 


Rapperfchweil,  town  of,  by  what  aoddent  E«il^ 

.    *^-  ^5 

trade  and  tytfaes  of,  i.  66 
Rauhe  Alp,  a  chain  of  mountain*,  i.  3S 
Raven iburg,  imperial  town  of,  i.  40 
Raynal,  Abbe,  monament  by,  t.  90,  91 
Recanati,  a  town,  ii.  ^6^ 
Redemf  tares,  what,  ii.  46 
Reggio,  population  of,  i*  a^O- 

duchy  ofj  i.  260,  261 

in  Calabria  defcribecl,  ii,  206 

inhofpitality  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of,  ii.  ao7 
'R«gine,  Don  Pietto,  anecdotetof,  ii»  99 
Region,  lower,  of  JEim,  ii.  473 

middle,  of  ^tna,  ii.  474 

upper,  of  ^na,  ii.  476 
Regulus,  traits  of,  it.  40a 
Rehberg,  a  landfcape  painter,  ii.  '97 
Reichenau,  an  ifland,  i.  45 
Reifenflein,  expef  imtnts  on  painting  in  wax  by,  t.. 

Relics,  famous,  at  Loretto,  H.  564 
Religion,  flataeoi^,  defcribed,  ii.  87 
Remark,  critical,  on  Sijie  gradum,viai<fr,  i.  39^ 

fcriptural^  ii.  169 
Remarks,  critical,  ii.  358.  370. 376 
Rembrandt,  pictures  by^  ii.  543 
Remo,  Sieint,  oil  of,  i.  aao 
RemoTifirants,  the,  what,  i.  1 73 
Renatns,  anecdbte  of,  t.  I  ig- 
Rene,  river  of,  i.  26^ 

Reply,  remarKsbble>  of  the  l)oge'of  Genoa,  i.  a  18 
Repofe  necd&ry  te^  a  traveller,  ii.  166.  1 73 
Requino,  a  work  on  painting  in  wax  by,  i.  30s 
Retiarius,  what,  i.  ^4 
Reufs^  a  river,  chara^tizad,  i«  81. 97.  ii.  338 

navigable,  i.  83.  loi 
Reynolds,  Sir  Jolhua,  anecdote  of,  i.  6 
Rezonico,  Prince,  mention  of,  i.  340 
Rhegini  deceived  by  Dionyiius,  ii.  350 

fiege  and  famine  of,  i^4 

fatiric  reply  of,  to  the  Carthaginians,  ii. 

Rhegium,  hiflorical  traces  of,  ii.  205 

Rheinmaffen,  town  of,  i.  17 

Rheintha^  a  place,  i.  134 

Rhine,  fcenery  of  the,  i.  16.  18.  20.  ii.  238 

at  Schaff  haulen,  i.  50 

foil  of  the,  i*. 
Rhodes,  generofity  of  Kero  to,  ii.  409 
Rhodian,  a  daring  and  dextrous,  ii.  404 
Kbomhus,  afiih  of  the  ancients,  i.  458 
Rhone,  river,  i.  164,  165.  i8f .  ^89.  ii.  238 
Rhythmus,  Greek,  chara6Ur  of,  ii.  10 1 
Riccia,  valley  of,  i.  394.  401 

Ricbterfchweil^ 
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HlchtcrfchweiU  viiit  to,  i,  6i 

country  and  people  defcribed,  i. 

63 
Riedcfcl  cited,  ii.  125.  181.  467 

racafurement  by,  ii.  305 
Rigi,  mountain,  the  fituation  of,  i.  77, 78.  80.  85, 

86,  87.  9a.  103 
Rimini,  the  ancient  Riminum,  ti.  568 
Ring,  iron,  fabulous  tale  of,  i.  404 

Conradin  betrayed  by  a,  ii.  215 
Ritter{hauren,.town  of,  i.  11 
River  of  fire,  ii.  26.  482,  483 

Aujidus,  or  Ofanto^  ii.  123.  i%6 

Hydrus,  ii.  168 

Nafb,  ii.  230 

San  Angelo,  ib, 

Rofmarino,  ii.  23* 

Tufa,  ii.  234 

Termini,  ii.  237 

Tefin,  ii.  238 

Salfo,  ib. 

Adda,  ib. 
Rivera  pafling  through  lakes>  opinion  concerning, 

and  brooks,  beds  of,  dried,  ii.  117.  126. 
131.  18 j.  228,  229.  23a 
Riviera,  a  diflridl,  i.  96 
Rivoli,  town  of,  i.  196 

comic  opera  at,  ib. 
Rivulet,  petrifying,  ii.  112 
Road^  magnificent,  i.  215 

to  Milan  chara6lerized,  1-252 
from  Rome  to  Naples,  i.  454 
cut  through  a  hill,  i.  493 
Roads  of  the  ancients  narrow,  i.  402 

advantages  of  the^  i.  402 
Roman,  of  lava,  ii.  28.  83 
of  Italy  and  Sicily  characterized^  ii.  77. 
111.  167. 182.  184.  193, 194,  246. 255. 
287.  567 
Robbers^  why  numerous  in  Milan^  i.  252 
near  Placenza,  i.  256 
anecdote  of,  ii.  40 
highway  of  Puglia,  ii.  183 
'  Rdchemelon  mountain,  i.  196^  197.  200 
"Ajock,  remarkable,  i.  464 

crag  of,  thrown  from  the  crater  of  Vcfii- 

vius,  ii.  17 
trembling  of  the,  ii.  18 
paifage  cut  through  a,  ii.  $3 
in  the  form  of  a  mufhroom,  ii.  85 
Rocks,  beautiful,  near  Terracina,  i.  456 
magazines  for  oil  in,  ii.  170 
hurled  by  Polyphemus^  fieicing  Trapani^  ii. 
272 
RoUe,  town  of,  i.  163 
Rollioy  remark  of,  concerning  Archimedes,  ii.  452 


Roman  foldiers,  treachery  and  mai&ae  of,   tt 
Rhegium,  ii.  396 
republic,  vices  of  the,  ii.  435 
Romano,  Julio,   pictures    by,  i.   232.  385.   ii. 

.    542 
Romans,  sanguinary  propenlity  of  the,   i.   314, 
315'  3Jt<5,  317 
revengeful,  i.  468.  ii.  80 
luxury  of  the,  ii.  14 
cruell^  of  the,  ii.  140.  464 
political  judice  of  the,  ii.  398 
daring  and  political  genius  of  the,  ii. 

nril  maritime  efforts  of  the,  ib. 

condoled  by  Hiero,  ii.  408 

terror  of  the,  at  the  machines  of  Archi- 
medes, ii.  427 
Rome,  fite  of,  remark  concerning,  i.  298 
grandeur  of,  i.  298,  299 
fafety  of,  from  robbers,  i.  341 
frequent  murders  at,  ib. 
free  intercourfe  of  fociety  at,  i.  342 
valuable  plan  of  ancient,  i.  368 
ancient,  ambition  of,  in  works  of  art,  u 

iron  genius  6f,  characterized,  ii.  50.  80 
Romulus  and  Remus,  temple  of,  i.  3S4 
anecdote  concerning,  i.  33 1 
temple  of,  i.  349 
Ronciglione,  a  place,  i.  297 
Roibadi,  behaviour  of  the  Swifs  at,  i.  61 
Rofenlauer  glacier,'!.  109 
Rofmarino,  a  river,  ii.  232 
Roflamo,  fertile  valley  ctf*,  ii.  1S8 

in   part  ruined  by  the  earthquake  of 
1783,  ib. 
Roibrum  of  a  (hip,  i.  228 
Rota  dvile  of  Genoa,  what,  i.  219 

criminale  of  Genoa,  ib. 
Rotunda  of  the  Circus,  conjedtures  concerning,  i. 

3^1 
Roufleau,  Jean  Jacques,  anecdotes  of,  and  reflec* 
tions  concerning,  i.  142,  143.  172 
fccnery  defcribed  by,  i,  156 
writings  of,    prohibited  at  Geneva,  L 
172 
Rubens,  pictures  by,  i.  5,  6,  7,  8.  15.  200,  201. 
227.   229.  231.   233,  234,   283.   ii. 

544 
Rucello,  the  brook,  ii.  307 
Rudis,  what,  i.  315 

Rudolphus,  Count,  anecdote  of,  and  his  beautiful 
wife,  and  fleward,  i.  65 
von  Erlach,  anecdote  concerning,  i. 

67.  116 
of  HabflKurg,  anecdote  of,  i.  114 
Ruhr,  a  river,  i,  4 

Ruins, 
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Huiiu,  con]t6inres  concerning,  i-  362 

of  Paeilum,  difcovery  of  the,  n.  1 1 1 
Egdla,  tl.  262 
Selinus  icattored  by  an  -eaith^uake,  ii. 

278 
-Catania,  ii.  465 
U'.imilly,  a  town,  i.  189 
lluvo,  a  place,  ci.  172 
Hye  fcarce  in  Italy,  -ii*  77-  502 

S. 

SACCHI,  Andrea,  pidure  by,  ii.  545 
Saffron  flower <yf  Savoy  colle^bed,  i.  191 

ihowcTB  of,  and  where  gathered,  i.  321 
€ai1,  black  woollen,  ii.  j6 
Sailors,  Sicilian,  jocund,  ii.  232 
Saint  John,  the  moft  famous  pi^re  in  the  Diif- 
feldorf  galler}%  i.  6 
John,  fiagular  anecdote  concerning,  i.  7 
Gall,  abbot  of,  an  oppreflfor,  i.  I2j 
Saints, 'honours  paid  to,  in  Sicily,  ii.  132.  134 

days,  how  kept  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  ^^^ 
fiala  di  Partenico^  a  place,  ii.  258 
Salerno,  bay  of,  ii.  no 

literature  of»  ii.  1 14 
GoMb  di,  ti.  526 
a  place,  ii.  535 
fiatpe,  a  place,  ii.  125 
Salfemi,  a  town,  ii.  276 
fialib,  a  nvetf  n.  238 
Salt  inclofed  in  ilones,  ii.  144 
native,  at  Taranto>  ii.  152 
taken  by  force,  11.  153 
oompulloi}'  purchafe  cf,  ii.  166 
Salto  del  Cane,  a  volcano  of  iGtna,  ii.  482 
Salvani,  electrical  difcovcries.  by,  t.  274 
Salvator  Rofa,  pictures  by,  i.  20».  ii.  54Z 
Salvatore,  San,  church  of,  at  Bologna,  i.  270 
Salvi,  Fnmcefco,  the  works  of,  i.  ,^6^ 
Salutation,  forced,  paid  to  the  itatues  of  horfes,  ii. 

60 
Saluzzo,  Count,  a  man  of  learning,  i.  204 

Marquifate  of,  on  whom  dependant,  ih, 
JSambuca,  a  war  machine,  ii.  426 
Samii,  treachery  of  the,  ii.  219 
'Samaites  and  Romans,  origin  of  the  war  between, 

L  467 
San  Angelo,  tower  of,  at  Ifchia,  ii.  89 
Calogero,  a  mountain,  ii.  237 

and  Daedalus,  conjedure  coooera- 
ing,  ii.  285 
Ciriaco,  a  hill,  ii.  566 
TTiovanni  di  Tiduccio,  a  place,  it.  15 
Giuliano,  the  ancient  Mount  £iryx,  ii.  268 
women  of,  remarks  concerning,  iL 
269 


San  Giuliano,  jealoufy  of  the  inhabitants  of,  iL 
270 
Marco,  a  place,  ii.  232 
Marino,  town  and  republic  of,  ii.  56S 

government  and  manners  of,  ii.  569 
Martino,  monaileryof,  ii.  257 
Salvadore,  hermitage  of,  ii.  26 
Silveftro,  the  ancient  Soradc,  ii.  557 
Stefano,  a  town,  it.  234 
Vito,  a  watch-tower,  ii.   144 
dance  of,  ii.  154 
Sannazaro  the  poet,  anecdotes  of,  i.  484 
SanU  Agatha,  a  place,  ii.   232 

Cafa,  or  holy  houfe,  travcb  of  the,  ii.  ^6^ 

revenue  of,  ii,  ^6^ 
Madoima  di  Luca,  la,  church  of,  by  what 

means  built,  i.  272 
Maria  di  Nifcemi,  a  town,  ii.  317 

Tindaro,  monafteiy  <U,  ii.  228 
Santi  a  botanift,  i.  290 

Saracens,  traces  of,  and  particulars  concerning,  ti. 
109.  214.  221.  24S.  250.  2j8.  269. 
276.  281.  286.  448. 490.  492.  ^66 
Sarcophagi  an  objedl  of  traffic,  i.  374 
Saigans,  a  place,  L  i^. 
Saito,  Andrea  del,  drawing  by,  i.  249 

pidures  by,  i.  284,  285 
Saturn,  oonje6lure  concerning,  i.  330 
Savignano,  a  town,  ii.  J70 
Sauli,  patriotic  family  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  228 
Savoy,  counts  and  dukes  of,  governors  of  Geneva, 

i.  166,  167,  168 
Savoyards,  kind,  cheerful,  and  opprefled,  i.  ijS, 
188, 189.  198 
indudry  of,  i.  190,  191 
Saufebach,  a  rivulet,  i.  1 13 
Saufebeig,  a  mountain,  ib. 
Saying,  remarkable,  of  Lewis  XI.  1.  217 
Scamandrus,  a  river  of  Sicily,  ii.  263 
Scarabaeus.     See  Lady -bird,    . 
Scaurus,  prodigious  theatre  built  by,  i.  312 
Sceneiy,  1.  25.  27.  28.  40.  44.  48.  51.  6a.  77. 
86.  88. 92. 94, 95. 105. 107, 108, 109. 
112.  146.   150.  jj6.  163.  189,  190, 
191,  192^  193,  194.  197.  200.  204. 

209,  210.  ii.  106. 108.  iio.  115.  194. 

210.  229,  230.  234,  235,  236.  243, 
244.  250.  257.  275.  454.  473.  475. 
478,479.  483.  488.  493,  494.  496. 
5^3.  5^4.  5^5.  530.  533.  ^6.  559. 
^6^.  612. 

Schacher,  nvulet,  anecdote  of,  i.  98 
Schaffhaufen,  town  of^  i.  50.  ^^ 
Schalken,  pi6hire  l^,  i.  8 
Scheideck,  i.  106. 108 
Schidone,  pi6liuxs  by,  ii.  2    . 
Schinz,  Rudolf,  mention  of,  ii.  23 1 

Schinznach, 
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Schltntnsch,  a  place,  i.  99 

SchlQfler,  an  author,  charadterixed,  i.  29 

Scbake,vfh&t/ii.  S^ 

Schonbomiuft,  paiace  of,,  inhabited  by  the  fugitive 

brothers  o£  Lewis  XVI.  i«  19 
Schonbrunn,  gseen-houfe  at,  ii.  606 
School mafter,  treacherous,  ii.  557 
Schreckenhorn,  mountain  of,  i.  S02.  104.  io4 
Schubart  imprifoned  by  the  Puke  of  Wiirtemberg, 

Sckwalbach,  i.  2X 
Schwarzenfaiirg,  a  place,  i.  ia» 
Schweita,  canton  of^  attempts  to  raiie  the  pay  of 
France,  i.  59 
the  moft  warlike  of  the  thirteen  cantonf> 
i.  66.  94.  99 
Sdacca,  ancient  and  modem,  defcribtd,  is.  284 
Scipio  Nafica,  anecdote  of,  i.  31a 

the  beft  of  the  Romans^  i,  367 
Barbatusy  the  farcophagus  of,  i.  433 
P.  A^canus,  speech  of,  ii.  37 

popularity  of,  ii.  38 
Mfentment  of,  ii.  39 
grave  of,  ib, 

Siperilition  cenceming,  ib, 
buft  of,  in  the  mufeum  at 

Portici,  ii.  64 
flatues  of  Sicily,  reftored  by, 
ii.  24^ 
Scipios,  tombfl  of  the,  iv36a 
Scirocco  wind,  effe6U  of,   i.   221.  256.  458.   ii. 

143.245.  249.  275.314.442 
Scoddla,  L»  Madonna  della^.  a  pi^re  fo  called>  I 

2.<8 

Scoria  aniauies,.  prodigious  maf&ft  of,  ik  18 

Scorpion,  of  Sicily,,  i^.  <o5 

Scrivano,  a.  corrupt  orocer.  of  the  police,,  ii.  183 

Scylla,  or  Scidie,a jpbce,  ii.  194 

the  pnnce  of;  anecdotes  of,  ii.  194,  195 

Temarkable  fituation  of,  ii.  195 

cffb£ts  of  the  earthquake  of  1783  at,  ii. 

the,  of  Homei^  remarks  concerning,. ii.  197 
n>ck  of,  deicribed,  ii.  199 
cliffs  of»  pi£hirefque,  ii.  200 
Scythes^  anecdotes  of,  ii.  220  . 
Sea  coail  at  Naples,  beauties  of  the,.i>  481 
boundaries  of,  hoiw  contra6ted,  ii.  44. 
air  of  Naples  injiirious  to  trees,  ii.  69^70. 
weeds,  putrid,  at  Brindifi,  ii.  163, 

odoiifenous,  ii.  164 
motioa^of  the,  deceptive,  ii.  ig^ 
fait,  native,  at  Trapani,  iit  26S 
marriage  of  the»  iK  588 
Sebttbus,  an  ancient  river,  ii.  15 
i  of,  i.  262 


Seccbia  rafita,  la,  poem  < 
Secret  community,  dreadful^,  u. 
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ISecuiar,  what,  i.  3 14 
Seeds  coUe^oi  by  the  Count,  ii.  5j2 
Seibolt,  a  painter,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  tioS^ 
Sele6lion,  difficulty  of,  i.  269 
Seligni,  a  village,  i.  182 
Selinuntii,  valour  of  the,  ii.  279 
Selinus,  the  enormous  ruins  of,  ii.  278- 
hiftorical  traces  of,,  ii,  279 
(iege  of,  ib, 
Semar,  a  rivulet,  i.  193' 
Semmeriag,  a  mountain,  ti.  604 
Sempachy  battle  of,  u  6j.  lox 
Senators,  palace  of,  at  Rome,  i.  334 
Senigaglia,  the  town  and  fair  of,  ii.  ^6f 
Sennerey,  i.  86 
Sennhlitten^  ib^ 

Sepulchre,  royal,  of  Sardinia^  i.  208 
Sepulchres,  fubterranean,  of  Girgenti,  ii.  303; 
Theron,  ib,- 
of  Agrigentum,  ii.  306 
Serani,  Elizabeth,  pidtuTeby,  i.  271 
Serenade  on  the  water,  i.  459 
Serenades,  ancient  practice  of,  ii.  259.  262^ 
Serf,  or  va/falage,  of  Sicily,  ii.  508 
Service-tree,  fpuit  of,  ii.  496 
Scrvilii,  monuments  of,  i.  358 
Servility,  colloquial,  of  the  Italians,  ii.  ijij. 
Sefla,  ^a  town,  i.  466 
Seven  hills-,  the,  u  16 
Sfere  di  Cavalli>  a  plain,  ii;*  25a 
Sforzas,  family  of,  i.  247 
Shakfpeare  ftudied  as  a  hiftorian,.  ii.  i^j, 
Sheep  of  Milan,  i.  253. 

of  Puglia^the  fineft  in  Italy  ii.  i2i> 

white,  atTaranto,  remarkable  property  o^ 

ii.  143 
clothed,   to    prote£b  the  wool  from  biam^ 

bles,  ii.  iSi 
and  goata  of  Italy  good  ii.  504^ 
excellent  near  San  Silvefiro,  ii.  558' 
Shell-filh  at  Naples^  i.  479.  ii.  7J8 

manner  of  breeding, .  ii.  1 41 
monopoly  oi,  ii.   142 
Shells  inclofed  in  ftcnes,.ii;  144.- 159,  160' 
Ship,mechanilin  of  a,  ii.  J98 
Ships,  ancient  cuilom  concerning,,  iliil  preferve^^, 
ii.  236 
p£  the  Syraculians  burned  by  themfelves^ 

"•  379 

Shops,  numerous,  at  Turin,.!.  212 

Shores,  the  charming,  anecdote  of,  ii.  21^ 
beautiful,  ii.  233 

Sibyl,  refidence  of  the,  11.  13. 

Sicilians  and  Neapolitans  chara6teri3Ded,  ii«  5131& 

Sicily,  revolutions  of,  ii.  214 

the  verdant  iiland,  ii.  235 
gtogrz]^hkal  dlviiion  of,,  ii,  23,37 

Sicily^ 
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Sicily,  fertility  of,  ii.  257.  .316.  494 

when  a  Roman  province,  ii.  434 
Sickle  iifcd  inftcad  of  the  fey  the,  i.  36 
Siculiana,  population  of,  ii.  286 
Siege  of  AlelTandria,  i.  214 
Capua,  i.  467 
Meltma,  ii.  221 
Himera,'.ii.  2J9 
Agrigentum,  ii.  294 
Selinus,  ii.  279 
Gela,  ii.315.  344 
Syracufe  by  the  Athenians,  ii.  336 
Hiniilco,  ii.  349 
Hamilcar,  ii.  382 
Lilybaeum,  ii.  351 
Syracufe,  by  tha  Romans,  ii.  425 
Siehl,  therivcf,  i.   72 
fordl  of,  i.   76 
Sienna,  iite  of,  i.  293 
antiquity  of,  ib, 
population  of,  i.  294 
buildings  of,  ib, 
cathedral  of,  ib. 
Siftifmund,  the  Emperor,  anecdote  of,  i.  117 
Signoria,  the,  of  Grenoa,  what,  i.  218 
Silaro,  a  river,  ii.  no 
Silk  manufa6^ry  at  Sorento,  ii.  106 

improved  cultivation  of,  inCalabna^  ii.  203 
.cultivation  of,  near  Meffina,  ii.  225 
manufa6lory  near  Caferta,  ii,  538 
Simile  of  the  bats  of  Homer,  ii.  55 

Calabria  pregnant  with  a  giant,  ii.  210 
Homer^  twilight  and  moon-light^  ii.  211 
the  foreft  of  hiftory,  ii.  288 
Simols,  a  river,  ii.  263 
Sinope,  a  place,  i.  466 
Sinnejfn,  ruins  of,  i.  466 
Sixtus  the  Fifth,  Pope,  public  works  by,  i.  307 
Skating,  ^(lonHhment  of  the  Italians  at  feeing,  i. 

379 
Skull  of  a  robber  encaged,  i.  250 
Skulls  and  bones  found  at  Pompeii,  ii.  47 

in  the  catacombs,  li.  57 
Sky-light,  good  t^tCta  of,  i.  425 
Sl^ve  in  the  difguife  of  Agathocles  'illed,  ii.373 
Slaves,  Turkifti,  at  Genoa,  i.  234,  235,  236 
ranfom  of,  i.  235 
galley,  at  Genoa,  i.  234 
of  the  French,  iL 
fugitive,  become  marauders,  ii.  174 
Sleep,  little,  of  the  Italians  and  Sicilians,  ii.  259 
Smoke  of  Vefuvius,  portent  of,  ii.   15 

compared  by  Pliny  to  the  pine 
tree,  ii.  23 
pillar  of,  at  Mount  ^tna,  ii.  473 
Snakes  of  Sicily,  ii.  505 
Snow  at  Rome,  i.  379 


Snow,  mode  of  preferving,  ii.  441.  476 

Social  intercourfe,  refle6\ions  concerning,  i.  342, 

343 
Societies,  benevolent,  of  Italy,  i.  287 
Society,  a  remarkable,  at  Florence,  i.  286 

cafe  of,  at  Vienna,  ii.  604 
Socles,  archite6tiiral,  ii.  262 
Socrates,  the  father  of,  a  fculptor,  i.  295 

dancing,  ii.  100 

chronological  anecdote  of,  ii.  347 
Soda  or  kali,  annual  produce  of,  in  Sicily,  ti.  27J 
Sodoma,  piftnres  by,  i.  449 
"^oilanto,  fbrtrs(8  of,  ii.  245  .     , 

SoldiSrs,  Roman,  anecdote  of,  i.  298 
Solcure,  the  friend  of  Berne,  i.  115 
Solfatara,  a  fulphurous  plain,  ii.  9.  486 

hollow  ground  of,  ii.  9 

fulphurous  vapours  of,  ib. 

foil  of,  ii.  10 
Soliiicio,  cafcade  of  fire  at,  ii.  482 
Solitude,  the,  a  palace  near  Stulgtni;  extenfiye  view 

from  garden  of,  ccnfureu,  i.  ^6,  37 
Songs  or  ballads  of  Naples  and  the  illands,  ii.  ^^  1, 

5.3  a 
Sophocles,  quotations  firom,  i.  382.  ii.  371 
Soradte,  mountain  of,  i.  374.  ii-  5ji-  557 
Sorento,  town  of,  defcribed,  ii.  104.  524 

valley  of,  chara6leri2ed,  ib. 

remarkable  fituation  of,  ib. 

charming  fcenery  oT,  ii.  105 

population  of,  ih. 

excellent  vegetables  aM  fnuts  of,  ii.  106 
So(iftratu8,  anecdotes  of^  ii.  3.73,  37^.  37C 
Solbratus,  a  chief  of  the  Syracufians,  ii.  395 
Soubife,  Prince  de,  treatment  of  the  Swifs  hfy  i.  61 
Soul,  beautiful  allegory  concerning,  i.  43^5 
Sounds,  audible,  in  ancient  theatres,  ii.  493 
Soufa,  Count,  mention  of,  i.  391*402 
Spagtiioletto,  piAures  by,  i.  23  r 
Spagnuolo,  or  Ribera,  piloses iby,  ii.  5 
Spallanzani^  the  philofopher,  i.  243.  ii.  472 
Spanilh  gravity,  i.  459 

government,  iecurity  of,  in  Italy,  i.  474. 
488 
Spartans  the  friends  of  tyranny,  11.^46 
Spartivento,  a  promontory,  defcribed,  ii.  207 
Spe6tres  and  goblins,  remark  concerning,  i.  398 
%)eech,  freedom  of,  promoted  by  TinioleaiQ,  ii. 

371 
Speronari,  failing  boats  fo  called,  ii*  517 
Speronaro  of  the  Cpunt  chafed  by  a  corfair,  ii. 

522 
Spies  of  Venice,  ii.  587 
Spina  of  the  Circus,  what,  i.'354 
SpinariuSf  flatue,  fo  called,  i.  ^^^ 
Spoleto,  population  iA,  ii.  560 
a  duchy,  ii.  561 

Sportf- 
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Sportftnen,  agWity  of,  in  Ift^ia,  li.  gp 
Spoto  the  canon,  hospitality  of,  ii.  509-  311 
Spring,  early  ^nd  durable,  of  Italy,  ii.  72.  147, 
227.  23i 
eternal,  in  th?  valley  of  Soricntp,  ii.  10  j 
fulphurbus,  ii.  iiS 

in  the  ifl^nd  of  Pantellaria, 

ftrange  quality  of  a,  u.  i  J9 
Spring?,  lv)t,  near  Termini,  ii.  243   ^ 
fulpburous,  ii.  318 
numerouAi  of  Favignan^j  ii*  ^y  i 
Stabta  buried  by  V«fuviua,  ii.  108 
jStaios,  mutoerry,faowwi^ed  out>  ii.4JS8 
Slala^itt's,  c^ytms  oft  ii.  536 
Staas&dt,Yifit.t<^  i.  S6.,8y 
State  inquifitors  ci"  Venice,  ii.  5^5 
States  of  Ibe  church  barren,  i.  297 
Statue  of  the  Virgin,  with  infcription,  i.  28 
Vi6ior  Amadeu^,  i.  200 
antique,  of  a  fleeping  Cupid  at  Turin,  i. 

210 
of  Andrea  Doria,  i.  222 

St.  Seb^iftian  at  G«noA,i.  229  ' 
Antoninus  ?ivi^  at  Pavi^,  i.  241 
cf  Frederic  the  fifth  at  Copenha^^ii)  iL 
Peter  the  Great  at  Peterfburgh,  ib. 
thehorfe,  remarks  on,  i.  241,  242^.  255 
Pope  Piua  V.  i.  242 
coloiTalof  M.  A.  Aixtoninus,  i.  S33 
of  Neptune  cenfured,  i.  3^4 

the  Gladiator^  diicovery  concemi9|(»  i. 
4H 
coloibl  of  Trajiin>  i*  42S 
St.  Peter,  i^. 
Paul,  1. 4«9 
of  the  ApvUo  9^vid»:€»,  i.  43$ 

but  a  copy,  ib. 
LdQC0OB,.i«.433 
A  cows  lemarfcabl^  i.  4^4 
FiflierroAn  of  Gyrene,  L  43  j 
Aotiaoua,  i.  438 
Tiberiua,  near  Naples,  i.  joj 
of  the  Famoie  Herciiles>  ii.  6 

Religion,,  excellent,  ii.  87 
coloiTal  of  Heradius  at  BarUtta  made  a 

Saint,  ii.  129 
of  San  CaUM^  ooAverfatioo  ^itfa,  U,  ;(49 
Steiichorus,  ii.  243 
Saint  John  at  CafteUvetmio,  ii.  276 
the  Pope  at  Ancona,  ii.  567 

Cefena,  ii.  570 
Gattamelata,  ii.  579 
.  Statues,  old  German,  i.  27 

remarkable,  in  thus  hpfpttal  at  GeooA,  i. 
232 
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Statues,  filverf  of  Saint  Ambrofe,  and  Carlo  Bor- 
romeo,  i.  248 

of  Adam  and  Eve  at  Milan,  i.  250 
the  Farncfe  family,  i.  255 

at  Florence,  i.  280 

of  the  Venus  de  Medicis,  Apollo,  knife- 
whetter,  wrcftlers,  dancing  Fauns,  Ari- 
adne, Hercules,  and  Morpheus,  i.  280 

beautiful,  by  Bernini,  i.  295 

of  the  Capitol,  i.  33^ 

mufeum  of  the  Capitol,  i.  33 S» 

37^>  37^*372 
Egyptian,  i.  368 
ia  the  Villa  Albani,  i.  382,  383 
Palazzo  Rondanini*  i.  384 

Giuftiniani,  i^. 
Villa  Borghefe,  i.  407.  411,  412, 

413 
Pantheon,  1.  424 
placed  on  high  pillars,  ceniured,  i.  430 
«    coloiial  of  Cailor  and  Pollux,  ib. 

in  the  Mufeum  Pium  Clementinum,  i. 

433 
in  the  univer^ty  of  Naples,  ii.  6 
and  bulls  at  the  Porcelain  Manufa^ory 

of  Naples,  ii.  7 
of  the  two  Balbi  found  at  Herculaneum, 
ii.  19.  60 
mufeum  at  Portici,  li.  60. 64 
Tarentli^i,  ii.  139 
reftored  by  Scipio,  ii.  243 
at  Agrigentum,  ii.  298 
of  the  Syracufians  fold,  ii.  369 

Petef  and  Paul  at  Syracufe,  ii.  440 
in  the  great  palace  at  Padua^  ii.  580 
at  Prague  cenfured»  ii.  dii 
Staufacher,  Werner  von,  anecdote  of,  i.  99 
Stephen,  3aint,  church  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  239 

knights  of  Saint,  i.  289 
Stercutius,  the  God  of  manure,  ii.  5a 
Sterzinger,  father,  a  man  of  letters,  ii.  2j;3 
Stefichorus,  the  poet,  anecdote  of,  11.  239.  243 
Stewards,  influence  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  508 
Stockberge,  mountain,  i.  104 
Stomalimfiofi,  coii}e£tvu*e  conccniingi,  ii.  180 
Stone,  volcanic,  i.  402 

remarkable,  found  at  Pompeiii  ii.  47 
quarries,  grand  and  prodigious,  at  Syracufe, 

"•  45»i  453.  454 
of  debtors  at  Padua^  ii.  $79 
Stones,  (Kowera  of,  dangerous,  ii.  16 
Stonns,  frequent  at  Vienna,  ii.  6o3' 
Stoves,  pernicious  efie6ls  of,  i.  24 
Strabo,  lirong  fight  of  a  perfon  I'o  named,  ii.  274 
Stratagem  of  Gelo,  ii.  241 

Hanuo,  ii.  368 
4  O  Stratagem 
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Stratagem  of  the  owls^  11.  381 
prows,  itf. 
Agathocles,  before  Utica,  ii.  38^ 
and  the  Tyrrheni,  ii. 

387. 
Strategi,  (ignification  of  the  word,  ii.  355 
Streets  of  Italy,  narrow  and  crooked,  i.  279 

Pompeii,  ii.  48 
Streng,  Major  vo"n,  mention  of,  i.  46 
Stromboli,  iiland  and  volcanic  mountain  of,  ii.  186 

account  of,  ii.  521 
Strongoli,  a  place,  ii.  175 

Students  of   Stutgard,    education,    puni(hinent> 
pride,  number,  maintenance>  and  uni- 
form of,  i.  3  j,  36 
medical,  bow  treated  at  Payia,  i.  240, 
2-41 
Stufe  di  San  Germano,  hot  vapour  baths  of,  ii» 

30 
Stutgard,  univerfity  of,  defcribed,  i.  35 
Subftru6tion,  a  word  ufed  by  Cicero,  i.  393. 
Sulphur,  efficacy  of,  in  rheumatifm,  ii.  9 

pure,  of  ^tna,  ii.  480 
Sulphurous  lands  and  waters  of  Sicily  and  Italy, 

ii.318 
Sun  dials,  ancient,  ii.  64 
Sunday,  joyous  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  258 
Superftition  of  the  Italians,  i.  398  » 

Surl'ee,  fite  of,  i.  loi 
Sufa,  a  place,  i.  J03,  196 
Swabia,  people  ofTi.  28.  44 

John  of,  anecdote  of,  i.  115 
knights  of,  vanquifhed  by  the  Swiis,  i.  120 
Swede,  difcovcry  by  a,  i.  333 
Swinburne  quoted,  ii.50.  52.  187.  485 
Swine  of  Milan,  i.  254 
Swifs^  mercenaries,  i.  59,  60.  120,  121 
vidtories  of,  i.  67 
charaacrized,  i.  68.  81,  St.  87,  88.  104, 

105.  i35»  13<5 
guard  at  Rome,  i.  301 
German,  chara6terixed,  ii.  515 
Switzerland,  benevolent  infiitutions  of,  i.  138 

populous,  i.  144 
Sword-fiih,  defcription  of,  ii.  201 

excellent  eating,  ii.  202 
fifiieiy  of  the,  ib, 
Grange  vaflalage  concerning,  ib» 
Syagnis,  anfwer  of,  to  Gelo,  ii.  329 
Syboris,  fituation  of,  ii.  J43 

razed  by  the  Crotonians,  ii.  176 
Sybarites  and  Crotonians,  wan  between,  ii.  175 

anecdotes  o^  ii.  176 
l^yndicatori  of  Grenoa,  i.  219 
Syraca,  a  marih,  ii.  328 
^ract^e^  rtfle£iion8  at  Ibe  fight  of,  ii,  324 


Syracule,  derivation  of  the  name  of,  iT.  328^ 
compared  to  theijmng,  ii.  3.30 
contentions  for  fV^edoai-  in,  ii.-  332 
deiblation  of,  ii.  369 
maflacre  of,  under  Hippocrates,  ii.  424. 
fiege  ofc  ii.  425 

deftra£lton  of,  by  the  Saracens,  ^,435: 
revolutions  of,  il.  435,  436 
ancient  grandeur  of,  {1.437 

population  of,  ii,  439. 
clear  atmoiphere  of,  ii.  441 
women*  of,  charaAemed^  ii.  4244 
ancient  cuflom  of,  ii.  458 

Syracufian  council  of  ^x  hundred,  mai&cred^  iL 

374 
Syracufians,  attempts  of,  to  free  themielves  6on» 
Diony(inB>  ii.  343,  344 

characterized,  ii-  372.  378- 

cruel  a6l  of  the,,  ii.  3S3 
Syrinx,  modem  and  aneient>  ii.  558. 

TACITUS,  where  bom,ir.  559 

Tagliacozzo,  a  town,  ii.  215 

Tagfatzung  of  the  Swifs  Cantons,  what,  and  when 

afiembled,  i.  58 
Talwyl,  pEofpe6t  from,  i.  63; 
Talys  of  Sybaris,  anecdote  of,  ii.  1 75 
Tamborioe  defcribed,  ii^  53 1 
Tanaro,  a  river,  characterized,  i.  213 
Taormina,  the  ancient  Tauromenium,  iv.  48^ 

population  of,  ii.  492- 
Tap/us,  an  ancient  town,.ii.  323,  324 
Tara,  the  river,  ii.  144  *• 

Tarantella  dance,  ii.  531 
Taianto,  pronunciation  of,  ii.  rjy 
population  of,  ii..  139 
Archbiihop  of,  anecdotes  ooncemingy.iii- 

140,  141. 143.  148.  151S  152. 
air  of,  baliaunic,  ii.  140 
by  whom  made  aki  iiland,  ib. 
Femarkable  manu£&^re  at;  ii.  151 
Tarantula,  enquiries  concerning  the,  ii.  103. 153: 
defcription  of  the,  ii.  Z54 
dancing,  probable  knaveiy  of,  ii.  i<4 
Tarentine  words,  Greek  derivation  of,  ii.  150 
Tare&tines^  ancient  and  modem,  voluptuoufiieftr 
of,  139,  141.  150, 151 
fuperilition  of,  ii.  148 
fportsof,  ii.  145^  I  jo,  15 1: 
beauty  of,  ii.  150 
Tarenium,  the  reiidence  of  Virgil,  ii.  13  j 

ancient  fi;randeur  of,  ii.  137,  138,  139 
Taro,  inundation  o^  i*  255 
Tarpeian  rock,  ancodote  concerning,  i.  331  >  338 

Tarquin, 
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TaTc(uin,  treachery  of,  i.393 
Taflb  and  Taffoni  confounded^  i.  262 
anecdotes  of,  ii.  107.5 76.  580 

«nd  chaniaeriftic  traits  of,  ii. 
107 
Tafte,  falfe^  in  fardening,  11.  5 j5 
Taurafia,  ancient  name  of  Turin,  i.  199 
Taurus,  Mount,  ii.  489 
Taxes  of  Switzerland,  trifling,  i.  97.  xix 
Genoa,  i.  237 
injurious  at  Naples,  ii.  72 
vexations  of,  ii.  507 
Tear  vials,  mention  of,  ii.  468 
Telamones  in  ancient  architecture,  what,  ii.  7  • 
Teleclides,  warning  of,  to  Timoleon,  ii.  ^6$ 
Telemachos  the  hermit,  ftory  of,  i.  317 
Telefylos  an  ancient  place,  i.  461 
Tell,  William,  ftatucof,  i.  76 
anecdotes  of,  i.  89,  90,  91 
chapel  of,  i.  95 
wooden  image  of,  i.  137 
Tempefta,  pifture  by,  ii.  543 
Temped,  miraculous,  i.  428 
Tempeib  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  ii.  28 
Temple  of  Apollo,  near  thelakeof  Avemus,  ii.  13 
Caftor  and  Pollux,  at  Agrigentum,  ii. 

305 
Clitumnian  Jupiter,  ii.  j6i 

Concord,  at  Girgcnti,ii.  302 

Diana,  ancient,  i.373 

Fortuna,  ii.  567 

Giants,  at  Girgenti,  ii.  304 

Hercules,  ii.  303.  J49 

Jerufalem,  pillars  of,  at  Rome,  i.  422 

Juno  Reffina,  former,  i.  373 

Juno  Soipita,  i.  404 

at  Croton,  ii.  181 

at  Girgenti,  ii.  302 
Jupiter,  at  Hcrculaneum,  ii.  19 
Latian,  i.  397 
near  Terracina,  i.  457 
Olympius,  at  Agrigentum,  ii. 
300.  303.  30 j 
Mens  Bona,  at  Psefbim,  ii.  1 13 
Mephitis,  ii.  120 
Minerva,  at  Athens,  ii.  iii 

at  Girgenti,  ii.  302 
Neptune,  at  Poiidonia,  ib. 
Palatine  Apollo,  i.  418 
Palici,  the,  ii.  318 
Phoebus  and  Diana,  ruins  of,  i.  323 
Rediculus,  i.  359 

now  ahogftye,  i.  360 
Proferpine,  at  Girgenti,  ii.  304 
Tullis,  the  goddels,  ii.  549 
Velia,  ii.  560 

Venus,  on  Mount  £ryx,  ii.  269 
Vulcan,  at  Agrigentuxn,  ii.  30^ 


Temple,  ruins  of  a,  at  Pozzuoli,  ii.  14 

grand  ruins  of  a,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  46 
to  the  memory  of  Diodes,  ii.  339 
Temples,  why  built  by  the  Roman  kings,  i.  331 
durability  of  the  ancient,  ii.  280 
of  Sicily,  at  what  period  built,  ii.  306 
Terence  quoted,  i.  3 14 
Termini,  a  town  and  river,  ii.  237 
Terminus  zxAJvuentuSj  pertinacity  of,  i.  3JI 

chapels  of,  i.  ^^^ 
Temi,  the  ancient  Interamna,  ii.  559 

population  of,  ii.  560 
Terraces  of  Pompeii,  ii.  45 
Terracina,  a  town,  i.  455 
Terra  di  Lavoro,  mention  of,  ii.  77.  121    • 

d'Otranto,  gems,  coins,  and  vafes,  frequently 

found  in,  ii.  160 
de  gli  Pulci,  the  land  of  Fleas,  ii.  28 1 
Tcrranova,  the  town  and  river  of,  ii.  3 13, 3 14. 3 16 
Tefin,  a  river,  rife  and  courfe  of,  ii.  238 
Tefla,  Archbiihop,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  25^. 

Tetnang,  an  Auftrian  diflri^,  i.  40 
Tcvcrone,  the  river,  i.  363.  386 

anciently  the  Anio  Atdens  AnUnus,  ii. 

545 
Theatre  at  Geneva,  fonfe  account  of,  i.  185 

Turin,  i.  202 

of  the  comic  opera,  i.  203 
Genoa,  i.  232 
immenfe,  at  Parma,  i.  ^3*9 

fea  fight  reprefented  in,  ib. 
firft  permanent,  when  built,  i.  3 19 
covered  with  cloth,  i.  320 
ruins  of  a,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  45 
Greek,  at  Syracufe,  ii.  450 
at  Catania,  ii.  464 
ruins  of,  at  Taormina,  11.  492 
Theatres,  ancient,  but  fcaffolds,  i.  3 1  r 

building  of,  anciently  prohibited,  il?. 
jirodigious,  of  Rome,  i.  3 1 2 
form  of,  among  the  ancients,  ih, 
of  the  Greeks,  capacioufnefs  of,  ii.  19 
when  firft  built,  ii.  451 
acoudic  properties  of,  ii.  493 
Themidus,  affailination  of,  ii.417 
Theocritus,  mention  of,   and  quotations  from,  ii. 
179,   iSo.  325.   412.  449.  471. 

475'  476 
Theodoric,  King,  works  by,  i.  4^6 
Theodonis,  a  lover  of  freedom,  ii.  349 
Theodofius,  anecdote  of,  i.  246.  2  j  i 
Theodotus,  fortitude  and  treachery  of,  ii.  413 
Tberma  of  Diocletian,  i.  306 

meaning  of  the  term,  j^. 

prodigious  buildings  of,  ib, 

fports  and  recreations  of,  ib, 

of  Caracalla  prodigious,  i.  421 
4  O  2  Thftrmi^ 
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Thermae  of  Agrippa,  1.426 

at  Catania,  ii.  463 
Thermopylae,  remarkable  day  of,  il.  242.  327 
Theron,  mention  of,  ii.  240.  303 

monument  of,  ii.  294 
Thefte,  courageous  and  affe6lionate  arifwer  of,  ii. 

354 
Thief- taker,  daughter  of,  lent  as  the  wife  c>f  a  ty- 
rant, ii.  348 
Thlftles  in  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  182.  232.  285.  J 13 
Thocncn,  murdered  by  Pyrrhus,  ii.  395 
Thrafhing,  ancient  manner  of,  preferved,  ii.  237 
Thrafo,  fage  council  and  death  of,  ii.  413, 414 
Thrafybulus,  hiftorical  traits  of,  ii.  315,  331 
Tbrafydasus,  hiftorical  anecdotes  of,  ii.  242.  331 
Thrafyllus,  prophecy  of,  i.  306 
Thun,  town  o^*,  i.  103 

di(lri6lof,andgovemment,  i.  113 
Thurgau,  diftri£t  of,  i.  46.  124 
Tiarinf,  a  painter,  i.  268 
Tiber,  yellow  waters  of,  i.  298 

ftatue  of  tho,  i.  43  j 
Tiberius,  decifive  yet  odious  charafter  o^  11.  94, 

?^'  ^h    ^      .... 
palace  of,  m  Capri,  u.  90,  g*) 

twelve  great  palace  of,  in  the  iiland  of 

Capri,  ii.  07 

Tihur  and  Tivoli,  the  lame  town,ii.  134.  545 

ruins  of,  ii.  J48 

Ticinello,  canal  of,  i.  239 

Ticinum,ihe  ancient  name  of  Pavia,  1.  239 

llckets,  ancient,  to  the  theatre,  ii.  62 

Tide,  ebbs  and  flows  of,  in  the  Mediterranean^  Ii. 
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Tides  of  the  Mediterranean,  ii.  139 

Tiger  taught  to  hunt,  i.  3 19 

Timocrates,  anecdotes  of,  ii.  336.  361 

Timoleon,  anecdote  of,  ii.  220 

family  of,  ii.  363 

deje6lion  of,  ii.  363 

artifice  of,  ii.  366 

vidlory  of,  ii.  367 

the  love  of  freedom  of,  11.  ^6g,  371 

death  of,  ii.  372 

Timophanes,  anecdotes  and  death  of,  ii.  364 

Tifchbcin,  a  German  artift  at  Naples,  i.  488.  ii.  3 

Tiflbtthe  phyfician,  anecdote  of,  i.  139 

Titian,  pi6\ures  by,  i.  248,  249.412.  ii.  a.  4.  ^43 

Todi,  mountain  of,  i.  62 

Toggenburg,  county  of,  i.  123 

Tomb  of  Virgil,  i.  485 

Mammia,  ii.  j2 

Archimedes,  ii.  451 

Tombs,  ancient,  near  Naples,  ii.  41 

Torre  dell  a  Fame,  la,  i.  293 

•di  Patria,  ii.  38 

di  Ciavoli,  a  place,  ii.  229 

del  filofofo,  la,  on  Mount  uEtna,  li.  481 


Torfo,  the  famous,.  1. 43a 

cf  Prince  Bifcari,  ii.  467 
Tortona  or  Dcrtona,  i.  238 
Toitr  dc  Peyl,  h,  aiown,  i.  15^ 
Tower,  famous,  of  Pifa,  i.  290 
Tower&  for  catching  pigeons  on  %ht  Apenniaes,  ul 

Towns,  walled,  none  m  the  cantons  at  Schweits^ 
tJri,  Unterwald,  Claris  and  Appetizel» 
i.  79 
of  Afia,  deftroyed  by  «n  earthquake,  i.  305 
famous  for  anoient  artiils,  ii.  49 
.  fituation  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  230 
jj  Trabia,  river  of,  i.  233 
Trade,  how  oppr^ffed  at  Ziirich,  i.  59 
negleAcdHt  Lucerne,  i.  83 
of  AleiTandria,  i.  214 

Piedmont,  ib. 
limitations  of,  at  Genoa,  i.  222 
oppreffiolis  of,  ii.  170, 171 
of  Medina,  li.  ^24 
Sicily,  ii.  J08 
Tragedy,  derivation  of  the  word,  1.  410 
Trajan,  proverb  concerning,  i.  313 
indulgence  of  Gladiators,  2b. 
pillar  of,  i.  427 
Trani,  a  town,  population  of,  ii.  129,  130 
Transfiguration,  the  piftm-e  of  the,  i.  405 
Trapani,  derivation  of,  ii.  267 

excellent  haven  of,  ii.  it6B 
population  of,  ib, 
no  book  feller  at,  ii.  « 73 
Traveller,  error  of  a,  corrected,  ii.  44^ 
Travellers,  poor,  how  fupplied  at  Berne,  i.  138 
cenlured,  i.  7.06,  ii.  51a 
Italian  notions  concerning,  ii.  126 
falie   accounts  of  the   Sates    of  the 
church,  given  by,  ii .  3  7 1 
Traveffing,  flownefs  of,  in  Italy,  ii.  it6 

modes  of,  in  Italy,  ii.  380.  ($03^  604 
Travertine  ftone,  i.  307.  ii.  11  a.  aBz 
Treachery  of  the  Samii,  ii.  2x9 

Hippocrates,  ii.  2 ao 
Trees,  lopped  and  peeled,  i.  154. 222.  a3 8 
Hiding  down  mountains,  i.  136 
why  planted  in  Lombaidy,  i.  231 
want  of,  in  Tufcahy;  i.  296 
verdure  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  31a 
power  of  the  roots  of,  over  rodk,  ii.  454 
Trevico,  a  place,  ii.  124 

Tribunal,  fecrct,  of  Grermany,  mention  of,  ii.  272 
Triclinium^  what,  ii.  31 
Trinkets,  ancient,  for  ladies,  ii.  63 
Tripergole  deilroyed  by  an  earthquake,  t.  490 
Triphone  Santo,  military  honours  paid  to^  ii.  132 
Tripi,  town  of,  ii.  228 

I  Tripods,  ancieftt,  ii.  5i 
Trippcl,  a  celebrated  fcuFptor,  i,  53.  ii.  ^^6 

Trippel, 
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Tr5|^l,  monument  forGeffncrby,  i.  71 
Triton,  Nereid,  and  Cupids,  i.  435 
Triumphs^  place  and  manner  of,  among  the  Ro- 
mans, 1.  397 
Trc^Uan  haven,  ii.  418 
Tromboni,  fire  arms  fo  called,  t.  203 
Trondiin,  Mr.  opponent  of  Roufleau^  i.  ij^.  18 j 
Trophies  of  Trajan,  i.  363 
Truffaldino,  what,  ii.  593 
TrufHe  of  Piedmont,  L  205 

hound,  ib. 
Tfchudy,  General  von,  hofpitality  of,  i.  464 
Tufa  done,  mention  of,  i.  322.  ii.  54.  83.  96 
Tunny  fiiliexy,  ii.  244 
Turin>  gates  early  Ihut  at,  i.  196 

origin  of,  i<  199 

beautiful  fituation  of,  ih. 

plan  of  the  city,  i.  199,  200 

pi6lure  gallery  at,  ii.  200 

ureets  of,  how  cleanfed,  i.  204 

pl»pul0U5,   i.   2X2 

Turnpikes,  none  in  Italy,  ii.  77 
Tumus  HenJonhw,  anecdote  of,  i.  395 
Turrets  agronomical,  i.  210 
Tufa,  a  town  and  river,  ii.  234 
Tlifcanj',  where  barren^  i.  29  j 
Tufculum,  account  of,  ii.  540 
Tyndarides,  hiilorical  anecdote  of,  ii.  332 
Tynes  taken  by  Agathocles,  ii.  380 
Tyrant,  fatiric  wiOk  in  favour  of  a,  ii.  346 
Tyrants,  policy  of,  ii.  345,  346.  350- 

not  to  be  trufted,  ii.  346 
Tyrrheni,  origin  of  the,  i.  275 

characterized  by  Diodorus^  iB, 
power  of,  at  fea,  ii.  33 1 .  333 
plundered  by  Dionyfius,  ii.  Jjv 
Tytlwa  of  Zurich,  what,  i.  59 
Hiero,  ii.  409 


VACCARE,  piaurc  by,  ii.  8ff 

Valais,  cottiUcy  of,  i.  106 

Val  DeQUMK,  geograjAy  ofV  ii.  237 

fceneiy  and  limits  ot^  ii.  473* 

di  Noto,  geography  of,  ii.  237 

di  Moatara,  geography  of,  ih. 
Valenciana,  a  citron  io  called,  ii.  123, 224 
Vallengin,  county  of,  and  government  dctcxibtd,  i. 

Valentin,  caftle  of,  i.  204 
Valerius,  patriotic  anecdote  of,  i.420,  421 
Meffala,  anecdote  of,  ii.  81 
the  Conful,  fent  to  Sicily,  ii.  J98 
Valley,  vno^  beautiful  in  Italy,  ii.  i  to 

a  beautiful,  near  AveUano,ii«  115 
I 


Valley,  beautiful,  ii.  229 

Van  filumen,  landfcapes  by,  i.  412 

Vandals,  traces  of,  ii.  602,  603 

Vanderwerf,  pi6lure  by,  i.  8 

Vandyke,  pltlures  by,  i.  201.   226,  227.   230. 

Abraham,  doubt  concerning,  ii.  543 
Vanvitelli,  a  celebrated  architeft,  ii.  537 
Vapours,  mephitic,  in  the  States  of  the  Church, 

i.  297 
Vafe  of  bafaltes,  remark  on,  i.  438 
ancient,  like  a  tea-pot,  ii.  63 
with  the  water  of  the  Nardus,  ii.  125 
Vafes  in  the  mufeum  of  the  Capitol,  i.  372 

in  the  Villa  Borehcfe,  i.  409,  410 

Greek  and  Etrulcan,  diftinguifhed^ii.  2 

of  the  palace  of  the  Capo  di  Monte,  ib. 

found  at  Nola,  ib. 

fold  by  the  fuldiers  of  Caelar,  ii.  3 

copied  by  Tifchbein,  ib. 

hinorical  ufe  of,  ib. 

beautiful,  of  Nola,  ii.  78 

of  Taranto,  conjectures  concerning,  ii.  147 

of  Therms,  the  modem  Sciacca,  ii.  285- 

beautiful,  of  Prince  Bifcari,  ii.  468 

of  murrha,  ib, 

painted  after  Raphael,  ii.  ^6^ 
VafTalage,  or  Serf  of  Sicily,  ii.  508.  51O 
Vadals,  great,  how  weakened,  i.  165 
Vats  found  at  Pompeii,  ii.  48 
Vaults,  rocky,  of  the  promontoiy  of  Mifenum,  u. 

34 
Udine,  a  town,  ii.  602 
Veal  of  Sorento,  excellent,  ii.  106 
Ueberlingen,  Imperial  town  of,  i.  44 
Vega,  benevolence  of  Francefco  de  la,  ii.  192 
Vegetation,  drynefs  of,  in  Sicily,  ii.  312 

prpgrefs  of,  over  lava,  ii.  469 
rd'h  fiege  of,  i.  39J 
Veletri,  a  town,  i.  403 

charming  iituation  of,  t.  4ji 
Velia,  hiilorical  anecdote  concerning,  i.  420 
Vellino,  a  river,  the  ancient  Feiinus,  ii.  559 
Venice,  fingular  profpe^  of,  ii- 581 

hiilorical  traces  of,  ii.  502 

trade  of,  ii.  583 

nobility  and  government  ofi  ii.  584.  59^^ 

RKigUlrates  ^^  ii*  59 ^ 

Urong  (ituation  of,  ii.  592 

population  of,  ii.  601 
Venofa,  a  place,  ii.   125 
Ventotiene,  ifland  of,  i.  492 
Venus  de  Medicis,  datue  of,  at  Florence,  i.  280 
Verdure  of  Switzerland,  i.  103 

of  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  35.  ISS-S^S 
Vemet,  anecdote  of,  i.  306 
Veronefe,  Paul,  pi^res  by,  i.  229. 412.  ii.  57S 

Veronefc^ 


^54 
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Vcronefc,  Paul,  true  name  of,  i.  30^ 

Verres,  traits  of  the  chara6ier  of,  ii. 303.409. 434. 

489 
Verfes,  Leonine,  ii.  1 14 
Verzelli.     See  Sodom  a,  i.  449 
Vefpers,  Sicilian,  i.  472.  ii.  81.  216 
Veflels,  earthen,  at  Pompeii,  ii.  ^3 

in  the  mufeum  at  Portici,  ii.  60 
'Veda,  temple  of,  i.  ^'^J 
Veftibulum,  what,  i.  421 

Vefuvius,  noifes  heard  in  the  mountain  of,  ii.  16. 
26.  28 
firft  appearance  of,  ii.   16.  23 
difHcult  of  afcent,  ii.   16.  19.  26 
fubterranean  uproar  of,  ii.  17 
ihaken  by  its  eruption,  ii.  10 
firft  known  eruption,  ii.  20 
grandeur  of  the  eruption  in  179a,  iL 

21 
ancient  conjed^ures  concerning,  ii.  22 
but  a  hill  compared  to^tna,  ib, 
dreadful  eruption  of,  in  1779,  ii.  23 
annual  eruptions  of,  ii.  24 
eruptions  of,  in  1631,  17.67,  and  1779, 

ib. 
vegetation  of,  ii.  27 
Vetturini,  account  of,  and  remarks  on,  i.  188*  ii. 

580 
Vevay,  defcription  of,  i.  157 
Ufcns,  a  river,  i.  457 
UfFenau,  illand  of,  i.  64 
Ugolino,  anecdotes  of,  i.  289 

tragedy  of,  ib. 
Viands,  ancient,  in  the  mufeum  at  Portici,  ii.  63 
Vibius  Virius,  anecdote  of,  i.  467 
Vi6lory,  firft  naval,  of  the  Romans,  ii.  401 
Vienna,  fociety  at,  charafterizcd,  ii.  604 
extent  and  population  of,  ii.  609 
Victri,  a  place,  ii.  no.  53  j 
Villa  Nova,  a  place,  i.  213 

Ludoviii,  built  by  Dominichino,  i.  326 

flatues  and  antiquities  of,  i.  326, 

garden  of,  i.  326 
Borghefe,  charming  garden  of,  i.  351.413 

antiquities  of,  i.  406 
Albani,  antiquities  of,  i.  380 
Barbarini,  ancient  ruins  of,  i.  39a 
Reale,  a  public  walk  at  Naples,  i,  479.  ii. 

68 
of  Nero  near  Naples,  ii.  13 
of  Cicero  at  Pomj)cii,  ii.  ja 
di  San  Giovanni,  a  place,  ii.  203 
laid  out  on  lava,  ii.  46^ 
Aldobrsndini,  ii.  541 
d'Efte,  ii.  550 
Panfili,  H.  555 


Villas  of  Brutufl  and  Caflius,  at  Tivoli,  ii.  550 
FUIicu*,  what,  ii.  52 

Vinci,  Leonardo  da,  pictures  by,  i.  248.  2^1.444, 
445.  ii.  2 
voluminous  works  of,  at  JD^ilan,  i.  249 
anecdotes  of,  i.  446 
Vine,  the,  mode  of  planting  in  Piedmont,  i.  195 
plants,  and  wheat,  intermingled,  ii.  130 
the,  introduced  to  Syracufe,  ii.  498 
remarks  on  trimming  the,  ii.  500 
peculiar,  of  the  illand  of  Ifchia,  ii.  528 
Vinegar  of  the  four  thieves,  ii.  538 
Vineyaftk  of  Mount  JEtnz,  ii.  472 

different  modes  ci  plantiag,  in  Italy 

and  Sicily,  ii.  500 
of  Bohemia,  ii.  6ia 
Vino  Brufco,  and  Vino  Amabile,  what,  i.  189. 
205 
del  Tememoto,  ii.  104 
Vintage  defcribed,  i.  183 

early,  of  the  Piano  di  Sorento,  ii.  528 
Virenzio,  Don  Piedro,  vafes  cdle^ted  by,  ii.  78 
Virgil,  quotations  from,  i.  325.  33^>33^*  337- 
350- 357- 378- 455- 457- 463- 470- 481. 
497.11.  12.30,31.  35»  36.  40,  41- 7'- 
113.  119. 133. 145.  264.  308.449.  562 
fuperftition  concerning,  i.  480 
St  Naples,  i.  484.  ii.  3 1 
the  tomb  of,  i.  485 

real  tite  of,  if .  15 
miftakes  of  commentators  concerming,  i* 

497 

Vifconti  Galeazzo,  mention  of,  i.  239.  244.  247 
monument  of,  i.  244 
Abate,  mention  of,  i.  438 
Vifo,  a  mountain,  i.  197.  200 
Vitellius,  phytiognomical  beauties  of  a  head  of, 
ii.  7 
chara6lerized,  ii,  8 
Viterbo,  town  of,  i.  297 
Vivara,  ifland  of,  ii.  84 
Vivarium,  what,  i.  323 
Ulm  and  cathedcal,  i.  38,  39 
Ulrich  von  Hutten,  mention  of,  i.  64 
UlyfTes,  geomphy  of  his  voyage  to  hieli,  i.  500 
Univefiity  of  Naples,  ii.  6 
Unterwald,  canton  of,  i.  87 

worthy  people  of^  i-  87.  137 
Volcanello,  the  iiland  of,  ii.  305.  521 
Volcanic  countries,  fertility  of,  ii.  25 

matter,  different  kinds  of,  ii.  44 
Volcano,  fuppofed,  but  afterward  contradiAed,  i. 
275.  279 
of  Stromboli,  ii.  52a 
Volcanoes,  traces  of,  i.  2g6.  395.  500.  ii.  9.  42, 
43.83.  118.  205.  461.  518^521.  558 
Volta,  the  Chevalier,  mentioned,  i.  243 .. 

Volta, 
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T(ilta,ere6hrical'diAx>Terie8-b)r,  i.  274 

VolUggio>  a  place^  i.  238 

Voltaire  cenfured^  i.  18 

Vbltcrra,  piaurw  by,  ii-  5^3,  554. 

Volto,  a  mountain,  ii.  122 

VolturBO>.the  ancient  Fuhurnus,  i.  466 

Voluptuoufnefs  of  the  Romans,  i.  494 

Vomitoria,  what,  i.  358 

Von  Bofe,  a  botanift,  mention  of,  ii.  606 

Voia  the  tranilator,  merit  of,  i.470«  499.  501.  ii. 

Vow  of  Vi6lor  Amadeus,  1.  207,  208 

Vows- to  buUd  temples  by  the  Roman  Kings,  i. 

Urbiho^duchy  and  town  of,  ii-.  ^^Ji 


Uri,  canton  of,  t.  95,  96 
'       '     "  1  form  of 


a  faddle,  ii.  78 


Urn,  earthen,  in  the  l 

Uftica,  iiland  of,  ii.  258 

Utenfils,  ancient,  ii.  60,  61.  63 

Utica,  ibratagem  of  Agathocles  befoce>  ii^  386 

W. 

WADENSCHWEIL,  town  of,  i.  64. 
Wafers,  ancient,  ii.  62 
Waggons  of  Piedmont,  i:  206 
Waldftadte,  laktof  the  four,  i.  92 
Walk,  the  public,  at  Ziirichj  i.  55,  7.-I 

at  Laufanne,  r.  159* 

at  Geneva,  i.  i8x 

at  Turin,  i.  204. 

at  Naples,  i.  478.  ii.  68 
Wall,  ancient  and  remarkable,  of  ^Cmduria,  ii. 

placed  end-upward    hy  the  earthquake  of 

1783,  ii.  190 
Walla,  prodigious,  built  by  Dionyfius  the  elder, 

ii.  456 
Walnut  tree  and  fruit,  i.  158.  191. 
War,  eternal,  between  Genoa  and  the  Tniks^  i. 

»37 
facetious,  at  Naples,  i.  485. 

Peloponnefian,  u.  342 

lirft  Punic,  dofe  of  the,  ii.  40S 

War-horn  of  the  Swifs,  i.  119 

War  fpoils  of  Trajan,  i.  333 . 

Wafps  of  Sicily,  ii.  505 

Watch-tower,  law  concerning,,  ii.  144 

Watch-towers  of  lUly  and  Sicily,  ii.  38. 144.  266 

Water,  profiife  ufe  of,  by  the  Romans,  i.  362 

gurgling,  or  boiling,  in  Mount  VefuTius, 

ii.  19 

three  years  old,  comment  upon  its  age,  ii. 

icarce,  and  preferred  in  ciflems,  it, 
fbgnant,  ii.  153 
want  of,  at  Cotrone,  ii*  i8x 
jnedicaL  ufe  of,  ii.  442 


Waterfall  near  RichterfchweiU  r.  68 
in  Unterwald,  i.  88 
of  Stampfbach,  of  Jungfraunbrunnen^ 

and  ot  Beatufbach,  i.  J04 
of  Gielbach,  twelve  defcents  of,  i.  105 
of  Oldfbach,  of  Wandelbach,  and  of 

Falkenerbach,  i.  106 
of  Alpbach,  of  Dorfbach,  of  Muhlen^ 

bach,  and  of  Reichenbacfa^  i.  10; 
of  Staubbach,  i.  iii 
of  Doux,  i.  149 
of  Semar,  i.  193 
c^  Acqua  Pendente,  i.  25^ 
at  Bagnara,  it.  194 
at  Scylla,  ii.  19J 
famous,  of  Term,  ii.  ^59^ 
Waterfalls  of  Tivoli,  ii.  546  ' 

and  the  Rhine  comparedy 

"-  547 
Watering  of  lands,. i.  X02.  214.  243 
Wax,  anatomical  pr^arations  in,  i.  240.  266 

bleached  at  Ancona,  ii.  ^66 
Wax-colours,  paintings  in,  i.  302 
method  of,  i.  303. 
durability  of,  th.^ 
Way,  ^milian,  i.  262. 
Flaminian,  i.  299^ 

Appian,  monuments  on  the^  i.  392;  402 
repaired  by  the  prefent  Pope,  ir^ 

4S» 
repaired  by  Trajan,  i.  453.  ii.  16^ 
goldfmiths*,  remarkable,  ii.  148 
Weights  and  meafures  of  Sicily,  ii.  245. 500.  506. 

.  s<^  530 

Well  hot  enough  to  boil  cgg^  in  two  minutes,  ii*. 

remarkable,  at  Syracufe,  ii.  448 
Wenzeflaus,  pi6hires  by,  and  anecdotea  of,  i.  388* 

413 
Wetteriiom  mountain,  i.  106.  10^ 
Whale  ftranded  on  the  fhores  of  CSalabria,  ii.  200 
Wheat  and  grain  of  Italy  and  Sicily,  ii.  73.  226. 
483-  602 
mode  of  cultivating,  in  tufts,  ii.- 

130 
fpecies  of,  ia  Sicily,  ii.  501 
wild,  conje^ure  concerning,  ii.  502 
Whirlpool  near  Meffina,  iL  201.  224 
Whiilling,  the  mufic  of  dolphins,  ii.  94 
Wieland,  quotation  from,  ii.  291 
Wiggenmann,  an  author,  i.  14 
Will  of  the  wifp,  at  the  Pontine  marih,  u  451 
Wind,  cold,  at  Otranto,  ii.  168 
Winds  of  the  bay  of  Naples,  remuki  oUi  ii.  9^ 

hot,  ii.  246 
Wine,  Rheniih,  i.  24 

Bei^rftrafsler,  i.  26 
of  Reichenau,  i.  4$ 
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Wine,  of  Zug,  i.  80 
of  Zurich,  ih, 
of  Fiedmont,  i.  20^ 
of  Pifa,  i.  29.3 
Albanian,  i.  401 
of  Fondi  or  Cacuhum,  i.  466 
Falernian,  i.  4.66 
of  the  MaJ/rcus,  ib. 
excellent,  of  PofiUpo,  i.  484 
of  Gauru3,  i.  489 

Mount  Vefuvius>  ii.  19 
Sorento,  ii.  106 
Bal^^tta,  ii.  128 
Ban,  ii.  iji 

Gallipoli,  when  excellent,  11.  172 
improved  cultivation  of,  in  Calabria,  ii. 
203 
^  of  Gerace,  ii.  204 

red  Calabrian,  excellence  of,  ib. 
of  Monte  Gierbino,  ii.  244,  245 
of  Caftellvetrano,  ii.  284 
mode  of  making,  ii.  499 
of  Tivoli,  ii.  549 
Wines  of  Syracufc,  ii.  497 

cheap  in  Sicily,  ii.  514 
Winkelmann,  anecdotes   of,  i.   380.  405.   407. 

413,414.432.438.  ii.  467 
Winkelricd,  AmoW  von,  anecdotes  of,  i.  67. 10 1 
Winter,  feverity  of,  in  ancient  Romei  i.  379 

baniilied  from  Italy,  i.  457 
Winters,  ancient  (cverity  of,  ii.  146 
Wilbaden,  i.  21 

Wifdom,  legiflative,  of  Switzerland,  i.  96 
Wolf  of  bronze  celebrated,  i.  336 

fuf  erflkion  concerning,  i.  349 

thiftle,  agricultural  remarks  concerning,  ii. 

Woman,  animated  old,  in  the  liland  of  Capri,  ii. 

angr}'^  dancing  of  a,  ii.  98 
buried  by  the  earthquake,  remarkable 
anecdote  of  a,  ii.  191 
Women,  Italian,  vivacity  of,  i.  304 

bad  education  and  beauty  of,  i. 

304.  305 
Sabine,  anecdote  of,  i.  324 
ornaments  of,  ii.  6^,  64 
ribbon  weavers  in  Capri,  chara^riied, 

ii.  106 
Lacedemonian,  ii.  136 
of  TarantQ,  beautiful,  ii.  150 
pregnant  and  barren,  how  aflfefted  by 

the  earthquake  of  1783.  ii.  191. 195. 

222 
miraculous  efcape  of,  during  the  earth- 

q\iake,  ii*  195 
courage  of  the,  at  the  fiege  of  Meffina,  ii. 

221 


Women  of  the  fouth  ccntrafted  with  the  German 
and  Englifh,  ii.  260 
of  San  Giuliano,  remarks  on,  ii.  2^ 
Paqtellaria,  courage  and  induftty  of, 

ii.  276 
Gcla,  patriotic  courage  of,  ii.  315 
prolific  in  Italy  and  bicily,  ii.  444 
Woolofafifh,  ii.  iji 
Wouvermans,  pi<i^ures  by,  i.  202 
Writing  deik,  ancient,  ii.  62 
Wupper,  river  of,  famous  for  bleaching,  i.  11 
Wupperfelde,  town  of,  ib, 
Wiirtemberg  roads,  and  cultiv^tioh 'C^,  i.  34        / 

Duke  of,  anecdotes  of,  i»  34,  3  j 
Wiirtz,  Mr.  and  his  wife,  mentioned,  i.  6a 


X. 


XANTIPPUS,  the  conqueror  of  Regulu?,  .ii.  405 
Xenodocus,  particulars  concerning,  ii.  383.386. 

388 
Xerxes,  imitatjed  by  Caligula,  i.  506 

hidorical  traces  of,  ii.  329,  330 


YEAR  of  1779  remarkably  fru6Ufen>ufl,  ii.  sj 
Youths,  celeiliai,  talc  concerning,  i.  3^0 
Yverdon,  i.  1 53 

poor  of,  how  fupplied^  4.  154 


ZACYNTHUS,  the  rendesvous  of  Dion,  ii.  ^^f^ 

Zaffarana,  a  promontory,  ii.  244.  2^0 

Zaleucus  the  lawgiver,  famous,  ii.  208 

Zanclus,  an  ancient  king,  ii.  218 

2ye1ada,  Cardinal,  chara^eriBed,  i.  339 

Zoiingen,  town  of,  i.  102.  117 

Zoippus  and  Andranadorus,  hiflorical' traces  of^  il« 

413 
Zug,  town  and  canton  of,  i.  79. 92 

admin iflnition  of  public  affaiiBa^,  i.  79 
reftleiTnefs  of  the  people  of,  i.  80 
handfome  people  of,  i.  81 
Zuingle,  mention  of,  i.  74.  79.  itx 
Zurich,  town  of,  i,  54 

wife  government  and  wealth  of,  i.  ^6 
rank  of,  as  a  canton,  i.  57 
revenues  and  domains  o^  i.  59 
military  force  of,  ib, 
how  fnppHed  with  com,  1.63 
orphan-houfe  at,  i.  73 
cathedral  of,  i.  74 
a  Roman  camp,  i.  7^ 
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